[image: image1.jpg]


                                                                                           AUGUST 17, 2016
The Heralds of the Gospel
Three young men and a young woman, siblings of a family known to me, have joined this relatively new religious order. I was also pleasantly surprised to learn that a magazine named “Immaculate Heart of Mary Flashes”, published from Bangalore, that I am subscribed to, is theirs.
I have a couple of copies of their attractive monthly “Heralds of the Gospel” too.

I can vouch that theirs are the only error-free Indian Catholic publications out of almost a dozen that I am subscribed to. Their contents are very conservative, very Catholic.

I researched the Heralds’ transition to reliable, stable orthodoxy from a controversial past.

Heralds of the Gospel

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heralds_of_the_Gospel 
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The Heralds of the Gospel (Latin: Evangelii Praecones, abbreviated to EP) is a Roman Catholic International Association of Pontifical Right based in Brazil. Founded by Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, the organization is active in 78 countries.
The Heralds of the Gospel is an International Association of Pontifical Right, the first established by the Holy See in the third millennium, on the liturgical feast of the Chair of St. Peter, February 22, 2001.
Consisting mainly of young people, this Association is established in 78 countries. Its members practice celibacy, and are entirely dedicated to apostolate, living in separate houses designated for young men and young women. Their life of recollection, study and prayer alternates with evangelizing activities in dioceses and parishes, with special emphasis placed on the formation of youth.

The spirituality of the Heralds of the Gospel is based on three essential points: The Eucharist, the Virgin Mary and the Pope. These points are represented in the emblem that distinguishes them. The three devotions can be seen in the symbol of the Heralds of the Gospel.

Their charism leads them to strive for perfection, while always searching for the pulchritude in all their daily actions.

Seeing in culture and art efficacious tools of evangelization, the Heralds of the Gospel characteristically place special emphasis on both choral and instrumental music. Hence, the Heralds have formed various choirs and symphonic bands to bring their message of faith, incentive and confidence to today’s humanity.
The principal musical ensemble of these neo-evangelizers – the International Choir and Symphonic Band – was started in São Paulo with members united from diverse nations. This musical ensemble has traveled numerous cities, states, countries and continents, giving presentations in churches, auditoriums and stadiums full of people thirsting for beauty and spirituality.

As a further development of the charism, the family of the Heralds of the Gospel gave rise to two societies of apostolic life. 
Virgo Flos Carmeli the priestly branch of the Heralds was born in 2005 with the ordinations of the first 15 priests, including the founder of the Heralds of the Gospel. 
Regina Virginum the Feminine Branch was born later on Christmas of the same year. Both societies received papal approval in 2009, becoming a clerical society of apostolic life of pontifical right and a feminine society of apostolic life of pontifical right, respectively.
"Arising from within the Heralds of the Gospel, and sharing the same values, the two new societies of apostolic life, however, have distinct natures. Virgo Flos Carmeli – “Virgin Flower of Carmel”, in English – is characterized as a clerical society, in other words, consisting mainly of priests, while the society of apostolic life Regina Virginum – “Queen of Virgins” – is formed by women.

According to the Vatican decree, Virgo Flos Carmeli “is born amidst a loving and pertinacious catechesis on the Church and the Roman Pontiff, as well as respect for the importance of sacralization, to the greatest extent possible, of the values of temporal life.” 

The decree goes on to state that the society is characterized by the defense of orthodoxy, purity of customs and the spirit of hierarchy, “as well as the desire to rekindle in humanity the distinction between good and evil (...).” Virgo Flos Carmeli was founded by Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, E.P., founder and president of the Heralds of the Gospel, and was erected by the then Bishop of Avezzano, Italy, the Most Rev. Lucio Angelo Maria Renna, on June 15, 2006. The development of the Heralds of the Gospel, now active in about 70 countries, led to the formation of the priestly branch and the later constitution of the Clerical Society. Afterward, the Most Rev. José Maria Pinheiro, Bishop of Bragança Paulista, where the Motherhouse of the Society is located, requested Pontifical approval of Virgo Flos Carmeli from the Pope.

Regina Virginum, for its part, had its approval signed on April 26. According to the Vatican decree, the Society of Apostolic Life of Pontifical Right, also founded by Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, “arose as an expression of the charism of the Heralds of the Gospel, applied to the specific conditions of feminine life, striving to manifest its own characteristics in a particular way within the secularised world.”

Heralds of the Gospel - Evangelizing Through Art and Culture

https://zenit.org/articles/heralds-of-the-gospel/, http://www.ewtn.com/library/CHISTORY/zheragosp.htm 

Vatican City, May 21, 2006 

Here is the description of the Heralds of the Gospel which appears in the Directory of International Associations of the Faithful, published by the Pontifical Council for the Laity.
Official name: Heralds of the Gospel

Acronym: EP (from the Latin name of the association Evangelii Praecones)

Established: 1999

History: EP dates back to the 1960s when a group of young Catholics from Sao Paulo, Brazil, led by Joao Scognamiglio Clá Dias, Pedro Paulo de Figueiredo and Carlos Alberto Soares Correa used to meet to discuss, reflect and pray together.

This experience, which continued for several decades, and involved other people, gradually led them to the desire to strive for Christian perfection and to proclaim the Gospel. In response to Pope John Paul II’s appeal to the lay faithful to set out boldly along the path of the new evangelization, they founded the Heralds of the Gospel Association which was canonically established in 1999 by the bishop of Campo Limpo, and within a few years spread to several other countries.

On Feb. 22, 2001, the Pontifical Council for the Laity issued a decree recognizing the Heralds of the Gospel as an international association of the faithful of Pontifical right.

Identity: The EPs strive to be instruments of holiness in the Church by encouraging close unity between faith and life, and working to evangelize temporal realities, particularly through art and culture. Their apostolate, which differs depending upon the environments in which they work, gives pride of place to parish animation, evangelizing families, providing catechetical and cultural formation to young people, and disseminating religious literature.

There is a particular focus on organizing artistic events (music, drama) in churches, schools, hospitals, factories, offices and prisons. The educational efforts of the association focus on developing an interior life firmly rooted in the Eucharist, devotion to our Lady and fidelity to the Successor of Peter. The formation route taken by the members comprises the study of moral theology, exegesis, history, and a thorough training in the arts and modern languages.

Organization: The supreme authority of the EPs is the general assembly, which elects the general council to assist the general president, as the fount of unity of the association, in governing it. The association also includes companions, who can be families or religious, who develop the charism of the association in their respective environments, and honorary companions.

In each country they gather together in sodalities, made up of men and women, with their own government elected by the assembly, coordinated by a regional council. The heralds sharing the common life live in houses for brothers and for sisters.

Membership: At the present time there are 4,000 heralds living in common in 50 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, North America, Oceania and South America.

There are about 40,000 families committed to the work of evangelization.

Altogether, more than one million men and women are connected with the EPs.

Works: The EPs promote cultural associations, family welfare associations, youth centers and evangelization campaigns.

Publications: “Arautos do Evangelho,” published monthly in Portuguese and Spanish.

Headquarters: Arautos do Evangelho, Rua Dom Domingos de Silos, 238 Jardim Sao Bento, 02526-030 Sao Paulo SP, Brazil, Tel. (55) 11-62569377 — Fax (55) 11-62360442

Web site: http://www.arautos.arg.br
E-mail: arautos@arautos.org.br 

Brazil: Catholic movement changes image and finds growth, Vatican recognition
http://religion.info/english/articles/article_418.shtml#.V9wIAfl96M8
By Richard Cimino, April 22, 2009
The Heralds of the Gospel, a fast-growing Brazilian-based Catholic movement, has gained the favor of church leaders and the Vatican after distancing itself from its controversial past, according to a study by Massimo Introvigne*, director of CESNUR, a center specializing in new religious movements. 
Now found in 57 countries, the Heralds of the Gospel is an outgrowth of the Brazilian conservative Catholic movement Tradition, Family and Property(TFP) and its controversial founder Plinio Correa de Oliveira**, a staunch critic of liberalism in the church and Brazilian society and an upholder of monarchism.

At the April conference of the Association for the Study of Economics, Religion and Culture in Washington, DC, which was attended by Religioscope, Introvigne presented a paper noting that the transition from TFP to the Heralds of Gospel has been complex and not without controversy.

TFP was founded in 1960 but was soon pushed to the margins of the Brazilian church as it liberalized under the influence of Vatican II and more specifically liberation theology, which sought to include Marxist analysis in its agenda. These liberal currents predominated among the Brazilian bishops and church structure until the papacy of John Paul II in 1978.

The pope's condemnation of liberation theology as well as the growth of Pentecostalism led to a more conservative period in the Catholic church in Brazil, as church leaders sought to prevent more Catholics from leaving for more conservative Protestant churches. During this time, TFP functioned somewhere between a religious order and a religious and social movement. Although members were celibate and lived in communal houses, Correa de Oliveira refused to make the TFP a religious order, since it would put the organization under the jurisdiction of bishops who opposed it.

But when Correa de Oliveira died in 1995, the TFP split between those members who favored the model of religious congregation and those favoring the model of a lay movement. The opposing sides went to court in 1997 to claim the TFP trademark-- a case that has yet to be settled. The group that won the right to the TFP trademark in Brazil (though not in other countries) eventually formed the Heralds of the Gospel in 1999.

By 2001 the Heralds of the Gospel was recognized by the Vatican as an association of pontifical right--a surprisingly quick time, according to Introvigne. The group has grown very rapidly with several thousand celibate members worldwide, mainly young adults. The group stresses the “new evangelization” and its music ministry. The Heralds played a prominent role during the pope's 2007 visit to Brazil and in the celebrations for the 100th anniversary of the Archdiocese of Sao Paolo in 2008, according to Introvigne.

Several of its leaders have already been ordained and, unlike TFP, the organization has both male and female members and has developed friendly relations with some Brazilian bishops. At the same time, the group downplays its link with Correa de Oliveira and his political ideas, though its leaders are the same people who were associated with him in TFP; the older members still hold a devotion to his memory.

Introvigne said that the emergence of the Heralds of the Gospel can be seen as part of a long range strategy in Brazil and other countries to cater to the needs of conservative and strict Catholics. Pope Benedict XVI has engaged in a similar strategy on a higher level, as he has sought to negotiate with traditionalist Catholics, granting them greater freedom in holding Latin Masses and lifting the excommunications on several of their bishops.

About the author:

Richard Cimino is the founder and editor of Religion Watch, a newsletter monitoring trends in contemporary religion. Since January 2008, Religion Watch is published by Religioscope Institute. Website:www.religionwatch.com.
*TFP and the Heralds of The Gospel: The Religious Economy of Brazilian Conservative Catholicism
www.asrec.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Introvigne-TFP-and-the-Heralds-of-The-Gospel-ASREC09.doc 
By Massimo Introvigne

A paper presented at the 2009 Meeting of the Association for the Study of Religion, Economics, and Culture (ASREC), Washington D.C., April 2-5, 2009 […]
**AMERICA NEEDS FATIMA (TRADITION, FAMILY AND PROPERTY)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AMERICA_NEEDS_FATIMA.doc 

http://chiesa.espresso.repubblica.it/articolo/1349175?eng=y EXTRACT
By Sandro Magister, Rome, August 26, 2011

Another case study: the Heralds of the Gospel.  They are the only recently formed Catholic movement that Benedict XVI cited by name in his recent book-interview "Light of the World."

And he cited them in order to sing their praises: they are "young people full of the enthusiasm of having recognized in Christ the son of God, and of proclaiming him to the world"; they are proof that Brazil as well, where they were founded, "is witnessing a great Catholic rebirth."

From Brazil, the Heralds of the Gospel have spread to dozens of countries. In Rome, they manage the church of San Benedetto in Piscinula. They are consecrated lay men and women, with a few priests. They live in community and wear a medieval-style military uniform (see photo).
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They were recognized by the Holy See in 2001. But their founder, Monsignor João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, comes from a famous former lineage, that of the movement Tradition Family and Property, led by Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira (1908-1995), whose closest collaborator and interpreter was Scognamiglio Clá Dias himself. He also wrote a doctoral thesis on the life and thought of Corrêa de Oliveira.

Like Tradition Family and Property, the Heralds of the Gospel are also a markedly traditionalist and conservative Catholic movement, at the opposite extreme of the Latin American Catholic currents dominated by liberation theology.

The recent battleground for these two tendencies was the apostolic vicariate of San Miguel de Sucumbíos, a missionary outpost in the Amazonian region of Ecuador, on the border with Colombia.

Until a short time ago, this vicariate was headed by a Carmelite bishop, Gonzalo Marañón Lopez, a liberation theology sympathizer and therefore in favor of base communities, the popular interpretation of the Bible, creativity in the liturgy.

The congregation for the evangelization of peoples, headed by Cardinal Ivan Dias, was not happy with the situation. And in 2007 it sent the Brazilian archbishop of Petropolis, Filippo Santoro, to make an apostolic visit.

This was followed, in the fall of 2010, by the replacement of Bishop Marañón Lopez with Argentine priest Rafael Ibarguren Schindler, of the association "Virgo Flos Carmeli," the priestly branch of the Heralds of the Gospel.

Cardinal Dias officially entrusted Fr. Ibarguren and the Heralds with the task of reorganizing the vicariate "in a different way" from how it was before, rejected as "not always in keeping with the pastoral demands of the Church."

But at their arrival, the newcomers immediately met with harsh opposition from the leaders they had replaced.

There followed months of verbal and sometimes even physical confrontations, with protests, appeals, marches, petitions. The episcopal conference of Ecuador was also divided into "for" and "against." Even government representatives leaped into they fray, against the Heralds of the Gospel. The apostolic nuncio, Archbishop Giacomo Guido Ottonello, had to mediate, with support from Monsignor Angelo Accattino at the Vatican secretariat of state.

The clash doesn't seem to have died down yet. Like other high-profile Catholic movements, the Heralds of the Gospel tend to bring division everywhere. There are those who are gushing with admiration and support, and those who can't stand them.

Habits, Uniforms and Symbols
http://heraldsusa.org/habits-uniforms-and-symbols 
Just as love for one's neighbor is truly demonstrated by external acts and faith is manifested through works (James 2:14-18), so also we should not hide the light of our faith under a bushel (Matthew 5:14–15, Mark 4:21–25 and Luke 8:16–18). Imbued with the desire to give public witness of our faith in the world and of our consecration to the service of the Church, the Heralds dress in a manner that reflects the ideal of sanctity to which every baptized person is called. This witness is a powerful form of evangelization.

In an age "which is often very secularized and yet sensitive to the language of signs", the Church "seeks to make visible her presence in the world" and has the right to expect that consecrated persons bear clear witness to their faith. "The habit is a sign of consecration" and using it the Heralds become "true signs of Christ in the world." (Vita Consecrates 25).

Habits
The persons who made the first attempt in common life - at a former Benedictine house that would later become the motherhouse of the Heralds - were all members of the Carmelite Third Order, and so they wore a brown scapular over a full-length brown tunic. In memory of its Carmelite roots the Heralds continue to wear the brown scapular as part of their own habit.
The sober and austere brown tunic is reserved for the clerical members, priests and deacons, of Heralds of the Gospel, while the consecrated laymen use a white tunic. Young people, who are beginning their vocational experience, use the an beige colored tunic and scapular. The consecrated women, on the other hand, use the brown scapular over a golden colored tunic.

The cowl used by the clergy and consecrated laity living in community is a sign and constant invitation to a life of contemplation through prayer and listening to the voice of God speaking in their interior.

The cross use by the Heralds is inspired by the cross of Santiago de Compostela: the quintessential symbol of the pilgrim in search of the Father's house. This cross has been slightly stylized to represent the flowers that blossom from the cross; that is, the pain and suffering symbolized by the cross and spikes, when borne with a Christian spirit of hope, blooms into joy and sweetness. The colors of the cross have also been changed. While the original is entirely red, the cross is red and white, vertically divided by a golden band. White represents purity of mind and body, the image of the innocence of the Immaculate Lamb; red love and sacrifice, until the total holocaust of oneself, as the shedding of precious blood of Sacrificial Lamb; and gold the beauty and excellence of the state of holiness to which all the baptized are called by Christ the Savior. The cross extends the full length of the scapular worn by the Heralds, from the shoulder until the knees, indicating that those who want to follow Christ must learn to bear the cross in its entire length, as commanded by the Divine Master: "If someone one would come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow me" (Luke 9:23).

The chain, worn around the waist as a belt, represents the "true devotion" to the Blessed Virgin preached by Saint Louis de Montfort. He invites devotees of Our Lady to consecrate themselves as "slaves of love" to Jesus through Mary's hands and to demonstrate this act of devotion by wearing a small chain on one's wrist or neck. This devotion was very dear to Blessed John Paul II, who proposed Mary as the example of submission to God's will at the Annunciation: "Behold the handmaid of the Lord" (Luke 1:38).

If unceasing prayer (1 Thessalonians 5:17) is the most effective means to obtain favors from God (Luke 11:9), the Blessed Virgin assures us that the Rosary is among the most powerful, and its efficacy has been repeatedly demonstrated throughout history. Saint Pius X considered it "the most beautiful and most valuable of all prayers," and Blessed John Paul II called it "the greatest weapon of a Catholic." Following the example of various religious orders, the Heralds carry a large rosary on their chain. Every day they recite all four mysteries of the rosary.

Perhaps the part of the Herald's dress that arouses the most curiosity are the boots. The men use black boots, while the women use burgundy colored boots. The raison d'être is neither a need nor a special purpose. They are a symbol; they convey a message - indeed the entire habit does - they represent the missionary, who knows is not constrained by limits or by boundaries, by distances or by obstacles. In the rain, in the mud, on the road or crossing open fields, the Heralds are constantly called to respond to the challenge of Saint Paul when he wrote: "Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel" (1 Corinthians 9:16).

Therefore using the habit every Heralds finds an efficacious tool for the apostolate and, in the language of symbols, the expression of what they strive to be and do. However, the use of the habit is the prerogative of those who live in community, and so, in spite of their desire, the young people who participate in activities promoted by the Heralds can only start using it once they have begun to live in community, even if only on a trial basis, and it has been properly bestowed in a ceremony.

The Capes
To protect themselves against the cold and inclement weather, the Heralds will wear a cape over their habits. There are several types and styles depending upon the habit used by the Herald and the circumstances in which it is used.

On special occasions, such as solemnities and feast days, a white cape with a deep red interior lining and cross on the left shoulder will be used.

In ordinary circumstances, those who wear the beige colored tunic use a similarly colored cape.  On the other hand, clerics and laymen use a deep blue cape over their respective brown and white tunics, while the women use light purple cape.

The Heralds also have a special waterproof cape for use in the rain.

Other Uniforms
Besides this dress, there are three other types of uniforms:

Student uniform: consisting of a white dress shirt, navy blue pants and a red jacket, together with black dress shoes, is used by day students enrolled in schools operated by Heralds of the Gospel, but who do not yet live in community and, consequently, do not use the habit;

Provisional uniform: consisting of white dress shirt, navy blue pants and a red sweater, together with black dress shoes, is used by those who, for one reason or another, are momentarily unable to wear more formal dress, such as, for health reasons, medical examinations, travel, and so forth;

Work uniform: consisting of a green shirt, and, when necessary, a matching green sweater, and khaki pants, is used for some works and services, which because of their nature, it would not be appropriate to use the habit or student uniform, such as, working in the kitchen or the garden.

Heralds of the Gospel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXOPOaPaJI0 09:11

March 10, 2008
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The Habit of the Heralds of the Gospel: An exposition
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUke24uTOms 5:15

June 12, 2008
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Fr. Jules Ubbelohde, EP Chaplain to the Heralds of the Gospel Community in the UK, Explains the beautiful means of their Habit.




http://orbiscatholicussecundus.blogspot.in/2009/12/from-vatican-heralds-of-gospel.html 
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Heralds of The Gospel 

32, Lake View Colony, Miramar, Panjim, GOA – 403001
0832-2464963, 0 98225 86605
Immaculate Heart of Mary (Flashes)
Maria Villa, #9 New #17, 7th Cross, S.B.M. Colony, Mathikere, BANGALORE – 560 054, Karnataka
E-mail: immaculateheart.mailing@gmail.com 

RELATED FILE
AMERICA NEEDS FATIMA SEPTEMBER 2013/MARCH/2 DECEMBER 2015/5 AUGUST 2016

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AMERICA_NEEDS_FATIMA.doc
UPDATE
This is a letter from a Heralds of the Gospel seminarian:
From: Br. Avinash Coelho Subject: Heralds Magazine Date: Mon, 29 Aug 2016 01:23:10 +0530
Dear Friends,

Salve Maria!

I hope this email finds you all in good health of soul and body and under the protection of Mary, Most Holy.

For those of you who are not aware, I joined the Heralds of the Gospel around two years ago and I want to share with all of you something very special, a PDF version of our International Magazine, Heralds of the Gospel, every month we distribute 1 million copies worldwide in 4 languages, and this month is a special edition on the life, achievements, virtues and thought of our founder, Dr. Plinio Correa de Oliveira, a Brazilian Catholic leader.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B6TmoaDv8Xt2dVVYSDZXUkI2Nnc5Q0ktMjgwVFMzVlZwdFpF/view 
This magazine is in commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the first meeting between Dr. Plinio and Msgr. Joao Clá Dias, our co-founder and Superior General, on 7th July 1956.

Although he is not yet canonized, Dr. Plinio was a very holy man and acknowledged by all who knew him as a saint. His life and teachings can be a great hope and inspiration for us in these troubled times in which we live.

I hope you all enjoy reading this magazine and those of you who are interested in receiving a print edition can get in touch with me, also you can send it to any of your friends who might be interested.

Asking your prayers and promising mine,

In Jesus and Mary,

Br. Avinash Coelho

PS my brothers, Nimish and Amish, who are both at our Mother-house in Sao Paulo, Brazil, also send you their regards and I can assure you all that they too are praying for you,

Fr. Sequeira first Indian priest of the Heralds of the Gospel
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/KonkaniCatholics/conversations/topics/15402 
January 3, 2009

On December 20, 2008, Joshua Alexander Sequeira, (son of Ligoury and Rose Sequeira, parishioners of Sacred Heart Church, Santacruz) was the first Indian to be ordained a priest of the Heralds of the Gospel.

The solemn ceremony took place in the new church of Our Lady of the Rosary in Brazil, where five other Deacons were also ordained to the priesthood. His Eminence Cardinal Odilio Pedro Scherer, Archbishop of Sao Paulo, was the main celebrant.

During his homily, Cardinal Odilio emphasised to the newly ordained the importance of their ministry to “Fulfil in Christ the Master, your function to teach and transmit to all the Word of God; to believe what you read, teach what you believe, and practise what you teach.

Fr Joshua’s parents attended the ordination that was televised live worldwide by EWTN.

 
Question about the "Immaculate Heart of Mary Trust"

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/KonkaniCatholics/conversations/topics/15919 
February 4, 2009

Q: Br. Savio Soares, "Immaculate Heart of Mary Trust,” B38/2 "Madonna Cottage" 1st Floor, 3rd Cross Road, K. N. Extension, Yeshwanthpur, Bangalore 560022

Can someone familiar with the above address tell if the above is known to any of the members, and the donations sent to them reach a good cause? Has it been approved by the Bishop of Bangalore? -Walter Pais

 

A1: Please be informed, this trust does not have the approval from Archbishop of Bangalore.

In one of his monthly circular in 2008, Archbishop of Bombay requested the laity to distance from this trust. -Charan Colaco

 

A2: This is not approved by the Archdiocese of Bombay. 

Many months ago, there was a notice in 'The Examiner' not to send money to this person as he is not authorised to promote the cause by the Church. -Robin Viegas, Mumbai

Heralds of the Gospel, the founder leaves while the Vatican investigates 
http://www.lastampa.it/2017/06/13/vaticaninsider/eng/inquiries-and-interviews/heralds-of-the-gospel-the-founder-leaves-while-the-vatican-investigates-V8amQiCVIP9mJ3hwRa3F2I/pagina.html 
By Andrea Tornielli, Vatican City, June 13, 2017
João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, 77, Superior General resigns but continues to be "father” of the institute. The Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life is investigating for millenarian cults and exorcisms performed by invoking the names of the founders
Monsignor João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, 77, founder and superior general of the clerical society of apostolic life "Virgo Flos Carmeli" and president of the private association of faithful "Arautos do Evangelho" (Heralds of the Gospel), the first born and approved in the new millennium, has resigned. With a letter dated June 12, 2017, he announced that he would give up the assignment so one of his spiritual sons "can lead this Opera to the perfection desired by Our Lady." 

João Scognamiglio Clá Dias adds that "in leaving this assignment I can not – as I do not wish - before God, to renounce my father's mission" and therefore "I will continue to be available to each one, as God made me a living model and guardian of this charism given to me by the Holy Spirit. " The surprise move of the founder would be linked to the investigation led by the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life on the Heralds. "An in-depth and thorough inquiry" as the Vatican sources explain,  although no decision has yet been made on a possible apostolic visit. 

João Scognamiglio Clá Dias represents one of the two branches of the association founded in Brazil in the 1950s by Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira, a traditional, right-wing and revolutionary Catholic thinker, founder of the TFP (Tradition, Family and Property). After his death, the group split in 2: on the one hand the "Fundadores", who have obtained the use of the TFP name in the United States and in Europe (the Italian association is very close to the positions of Professor Roberto De Mattei and has been recently supporting the activity of the four cardinal authors of the "dubiaˮ on the Amoris laetitia"). On the other, João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, who obtained the assets and the name of the association in Brazil and who, after the death of Plinio Corrêa in 1995, founded a religious order and a private laity association with male and female branches, the "Heralds of the Gospel". 

Known for their outfit, similar to a short tunic, with a big red and white cross on the chest, and boots like those of jockeys (see photo), the Heralds have spread to 78 countries, count many vocations, involve thousands of young people, and were supported by Slovenian Cardinal Franc Rodè, at the time when he was Prefect of the Congregation. 

Among other reports which started the Vatican investigation, are the letters and videos sent to Rome by Alfonso Beccar Varela. For at least thirty years there were rumors of the existence within TFP and then the Herald, of a sort of secret society "Semper vivaˮ following the cult of Donna Lucilia, Corrêa, Plinio Corrêa’s mother, and João Scognamiglio Clá Dias. 
A cult that the Church does not allow. 
The videos uploaded by Alfonso Beccar Varela are frequently moved to other addresses as the Heralds are trying to undertake legal actions in Brazil to delete them for violating copyright laws. The images show exorcisms performed with formulas not approved by ecclesiastical authority, but above all the footage show encounters between the founder and some priests. Videoclips likely taken without the consent of the interested parties, but from which emerge elements that the Vatican authorities intend to deepen. 

One of these videos is visible, for the moment, here. 

From the dialogues and testimonies, a certain millenarianism emerges: the Heralds are convinced that thanks to the Virgin of Fatima there is going to be a sort of end of the world which will see Monsignor João Scognamiglio Clá Dias triumph. In the dialogue, the priests tell of exorcisms in which the devil announces that the founder will become Pope ("The Pontifical keys are in the hands of the devil but are going to pass into the hands" of Monsignor Scognamiglio) and that Satanic forces fear him more than any other in the world. A devil through an exorcised person would have said, "go ahead and throw holy water at me, but not water that has been touched by of Mgr. João." The footage documented that the names of Donna Lucilia, Plinio Corrêa and Monsignor João are invoked during exorcisms as extremely powerful. To the point of being almost divinized. As we understand, there is enough matter for a due clarification, although there are those who have immediately sought to present the news of the Vatican inquiry as an act of empire of the Holy See to choke those realities closer to traditionalism. 

Massimo Introvigne, a sociologist from Turin, Italy, who has studied for years the movements springing from Corrêa de Oliveira and collected a vast amount of documentation (as it appears in the article “Tradition, Family and Property (TFP) and the Heralds of The Gospel: The Religious Economy of Brazilian Conservative Catholicism, Alternative Spirituality and Religion Review, autumn 2016) from the Cesnur Library (Study Center of New religions) in Turin, which he directs, states that "many indications suggest that within the Harald of the Gospel movement, a sort of secret and extravagant cult is practised to a sort of trinity composed of Pliny Corrêa de Oliveira, his mother Donna Lucilia, and Monsignor Clá Días himself. " 

"This is - he adds - a continuation of certain practices that had begun at least thirty years ago by Clá Días and others within the Corrêa de Oliveira movement, even before the death of the latter in 1995. I think it is important to distinguish between the works of Corrêa de Oliveira - controversial in the last years of his life when he approached those who refused the Second Vatican Council, but of great importance for the history of Latin American Catholicism in the 20th century - and the actions of his true or alleged heirs. I interviewed Corrêa de Oliveira three times, interrogating him on the rumors of a secret cult to himself and his mother, and he always told me that it was his younger followers being excessive, but that in no way he had proposed nor approved them. He may have been guilty of lack of vigilance. But this, in my opinion, does not harm the value of his writings. " 

The secret doctrine of the Heralds: “Correa encourages the death of the Pope
http://www.lastampa.it/2017/06/14/vaticaninsider/eng/world-news/heralds-the-secret-doctrine-correa-encourages-the-death-of-the-pope-EBrYbUZMZvf4sBm0aIrLOI/pagina.html 

By Andrea Tornielli, Vatican City, June 14, 2017
A video shows Bishop João Clá, resigning superior of the lay association on which the Vatican is investigating, while giving credit to disturbing theories revealed by an alleged devil. Semi-divine celebration of the TFP founder and his mother

[image: image10.jpg]



The founder of the Heralds of the Gospel, Scognamiglio Clá Dias
From afterlife, Plinio Correa de Oliveira, while sitting next to the Virgin Mary, is also regulating climate change and working in favor of Pope Francis' soon death. Absurdities supported by the leaders of the Heralds of the Gospel. It was evident to many that, at the origin of the Vatican's decision to conduct a thorough investigation on the Heralds there were more than solid reasons. However, some sought to mislead the investigation, by attempting to frame the decision of the Congregation for Religious in a non-existent witch hunt against those more traditional and conservative associations. 
On June 12, was issued the resignation letter of Monsignor João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, 77, founder and superior general of the clerical society of apostolic life "Virgo Flos Carmeli" and chairman of the "Arautos do Evangelho (Heralds of the Gospel), the first born and approved private association of faithful of the new millennium. In his letter, Monsignor Clá makes no reference to the thorough inquiry that the Vatican dicastery, led by the Brazilian Cardinal João Braz de Aviz, has begun. But the temporal coincidence is rather eloquent.  
  

The worship of Correa  

Among the reasons for the investigation is what the sociologist Massimo Introvigne calls "a sort of secret and extravagant cult to a kind of trinity composed of Plinio Correa de Oliveira, his mother Donna Lucilia, and Monsignor Clá Días himself." The Brazilian Correa de Oliveira, named "Dr. Plinio," who died in 1995, was a traditional, right wing and counter-revolutionary Catholic thinker, creator and founder of the TFP (Tradition, Family and Property) association, which dismembered after his death and from whose branches the Heralds of the Gospel were born. Many who quit the association wrote about this secret cult, which according to some would have gone far beyond the cult of personality. 

 

An occult doctrine supported by the devil  

What makes things even more complicated are some recently recorded videos, from which emerges that Scognamiglio Clá Dias, the Herald's founder, and his priests use self-made exorcist rituals, believing ineffective those of the Catholic Church approved by the Holy See. And not only: the video also confirms the extravagant nature of Dr. Plinio and his mother Lucilia’s cult, as well as the fact that the now former superior of the Heralds gives credit to delusional theories, convincing his priests to do likewise. But who is the source of these pseudo-revelations? The devil himself, during one of the frequent exorcisms that the Heralds of the Gospel’s priests perform using formulas that do not have ecclesiastical approval. To prove it is a video that you can view here.  

The video – which was certainly not "stolen" given the steadiness of the image and the fact that at the beginning there is footage showing the whole room - shows Scognamiglio Clá Dias while talking to about sixty of his priests. The video was shot during a recent papal journey and most certainly dates after February 2016, as one of the participants cites Francis' pilgrimage to Mexico. Bishop Clá hands over to Father Beccari, who is standing next to him, some sheets of paper containing the transcript of a question-and-answer dialogue between a priest and the devil during an exorcism. The content of this delirious speech is read without the superior or the participants objecting anything. Indeed, everything is endorsed, and it is also understood, from a priest's request to the devil, that all the questions were asked "by Bishop Clá's order" and serve only "to confirm" what the Heralds already believe.  

 

To "Dr. Plinio" all the power over the world  

The priest practices the exorcism on the possessed person, who is never named, with the formula: "May the curse of Monsignor João fall on your head!" The devil reveals that "Our Lady is working for the members of the group (the Heralds, e.d) to commit themselves to serve Monsignor João, renouncing their will to do that of the Monsignor." Plinio Correa "sits on the right of the Virgin, on a throne and has all the power. Donna Lucilia stands on his left, just a little further down and collaborates with everything that her son Plinio does." Plinio Correa holds "control over the world because he is the order of the universe." All the present priests cry excited: "Awesome! Impressive, "while the Founding Monsignor nods, confirming. The devil also reveals that Donna Lucilia usually talks from afterlife with Monsignor João, who also nods in agreement. 

  

Plinio Correa causes climate change  

During the exorcism, the alleged devil, titillated by the priest's curiosity answers to questions asked on behalf of Monsignor João, delivering various "revelations". The devil says that "Plinio is breaking people's computers so that they can’t go on the Internet." Moreover, Correa de Oliveira, sitting on the throne to the right of the Virgin Mary, is also "changing the climate." He would therefore be the author of the "climate change, and the increase of heat. It is Plinio who does everything" assures the exorcised demon and then warns: "A meteorite will fall into the sea in front of the United States, in the Atlantic ocean, and North America will disappear." Monsignor João listens delighted. 

  

"The Pope? One of my servant. Rodé his successor"  

But the utmost enthusiasm of Monsignor João and his fascinated priestly audience comes when the alleged devil speaks of the current Pope. "The Vatican? It's mine, mine! (The Pope, e.d) does whatever I want, he's stupid!" Everyone cheerfully laughs and nods in agreement. "He obeys me in everything," the devil continues, "He is my glory, he is willing to do everything for me. He serves me. " To confirm the authority of the source and thus the pseudo-revelations, Monsignor João comments: "This is the most capable devil ever seen among us." The enjoyment of the Herald of the Gospel's priests continues as the exorcised devil explains that "the Pope will die falling," but at the Vatican, not during a journey as hoped by the participants, for at that time Francis was on one of his pilgrimages. The devil explains that "Dr. Plinio is encouraging the death of the Pope," that is to try to shorten his life. There is also talk of "the next pope being good" and that the devil is working to "kill the man whom God calls, Cardinal Rodé, the next pope." The Slovene cardinal Franc Rodé, formerly Prefect of the Congregation for Religious, is considered a friend of the Heralds of the Gospel. Finally, it is also said that the devil has no power over the Heralds of the Gospel because they are consecrated to Plinio Correa de Oliveira: "Plans depend on God and Dr. Plinio." 

  
The words of a real exorcist  

There is no need to further comment what is seen and affirmed in this video. However, it is worth remembering the words of a great exorcist, Father Gabriele Amorth, concerning "revelations" during rituals: "The devil's answers must be examined”. Sometimes the Lord imposes on the devil to tell the truth to prove that Satan has been defeated by Christ and is obliged to obey the followers of Christ who are acting in his name. Often the devil expressly states that he is forced to speak, and does whatever he can to avoid doing so. Woe, however, to the exorcist if he loses himself behind curious questions (which the ritual expressly forbids) or if he lets himself be led into a discussion with the devil! As he is a master of lies." 

From: Br. Avinash Coelho Date: Fri, Jun 16, 2017 at 11:56 PM
Dear Family and Friends,

Salve Maria!

A few days ago, the renowned 'vaticanista' Andrea Tornielli published an article defaming the Heralds of the Gospel, the institution to which I belong. Below is a link to the site of the heralds containing a refutation to Mr. Tornielli's accusations.

http://www.arautos.org/secoes/noticias/noticia/qual-o-intuito-do-sr-andrea-tornielli-ao-atacar-os-arautos-do-evangelho-criar-um-cisma-na-igreja-193280.
It is in Portuguese, but you can use Google translation to read it.

I request you all to support the Heralds so that the truth of the matter can be known.

For this end, please post on Facebook, Google+, Twitter, etc...

An official English text will be available soon, I will send it as soon as I receive it.

In Jesus and Mary, Br. Avinash Coelho

What is the purpose of Mr. Andrea Tornielli in attacking the Heralds of the Gospel? To create a schism in the Church?
http://en.gaudiumpress.org/content/87974-What-is-the-intention-of-Mr--Andrea-Tornielli-in-attacking-the-Heralds-of-the-Gospel--To-create-a-schism-in-the-Church- 

São Paulo - Brazil (Friday, 16-06-2017, Gaudium Press) 
Readers of the articles and books of the prestigious Vaticanist, Mr. Andrea Tornielli, may be amused by the whimsical image of a chameleon that they call to mind. His publications demonstrate a keen ability to adapt to his surroundings in order to carry out his work: he knew how to smile at John Paul II, to favor the pontificate of Benedict XV, and, then again, to discreetly disparage it, by the time he had linked arms with Francis...
Recently, Mr. Tornielli published a controversial article in the Vatican Insider blog of La Stampa newspaper: "The secret doctrine of the Heralds: "Correa encourages the death of the Pope." Bearing in mind the writer's chameleon hallmark, this publication sparks a couple of questions: What are his objectives? To what setting does he seek to adapt himself?

It is interesting to observe that, in the said article, the author drudges up old and hackneyed denouncements against Professor Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira pertaining to the veneration that many had for him in life, as well as to the private devotion towards his mother, D. Lucilia. Now, Msgr. João Scognamiglio Clá Dias, founder of the Heralds of the Gospel, is the target of the same attacks. These are outdated accusations; all of them having been answered and duly refuted according to the dictates of strictest Catholic doctrine.

Timeo hominem unius libri. This might well be what readers of the Catholic press are inclined to conclude at the present, regarding Mr. Tornielli's knowledgeableness of the theme of his article: the scholar of a single book is to be feared. This in no way helps the reputation of a journalist of this level... Let us see why.
First of all, we might suggest that Mr. Tornielli have a look at the institution's past, which he so vehemently attacks, and give some consideration to a work published in 1985 - Servitudo ex Caritate - which bears the opinion of the eminent theologian Fr. Victorino Rodríguez y Rodríguez, OP. In this study, which has never been contested, the subject of Sacred Slavery to Jesus through the hands of Mary, as well as that of the spiritual ties between Professor Plinio and his disciples, which he mentions in his article, were fully clarified for the past, for the present and for the future.

And why not also read the book Dona Lucilia, dated 1995, with a laudatory preface by Fr. Antonio Royo Marín, OP, reprinted in partnership with the Libreria Editrice Vaticana in 2013, also available in Italian? A perusal of this publication would have enabled him to grasp that the foundations of the devotion toward this most distinguished Brazilian lady are based on her blameless life of virtue and on the bi-millennial praxis of the Holy Church. Permit us to suggest, Mr. Tornielli, that it may behoove you to go back and review some points in your Catholic primer, for before a person is canonized, Holy Mother Church requests that his or her fame for holiness be recognized.

And what of devotion to Dr. Plinio? If more recent data is of interest to him, we invite Mr. Tornielli to make an in-depth study of a very recent work, published in 2016, in five volumes, also by the Libreria Editrice Vaticana, with more than 100 thousand collections printed, entitled The Gift of Wisdom in the Mind, Life and Work of Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira. In this work, the historical origins of this subject as well as its theological basis is detailed - points which are dealt with in such a tendentious manner in his article.
[image: image11.png]


 [image: image12.png]



It is true, however, that Mr. Tornielli came upon a great and unusual novelty: a private video, divulged out-of-context, as well as its being out-of-date, for it is a year and a half old. Despite its belonging to the restricted use of the institution, it was, however, obtained by illegal means, by a man with an impassioned loathing for the TFP and the Heralds - he himself being an ex-member of the TFP -, married to a woman who is an ex-member of Opus Dei, both of whom occupy a considerable amount of their time in attacking the entities to which they belonged. It was from this source that the influential Mr. Tornielli went in search of his impartial information...
The video is a record of a reserved meeting of clerics, which did not imply any change of paths of the Heralds, either in its relationship with the Sacred Hierarchy and civil society, or in the work with the very high number of adherents to the movement. The objective of the registered encounter was, quite simply, to exchange impressions with regard to certain preternatural phenomena, in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere. Criminal hands, yet unknown, resolved to divulge its contents in a malevolent and inappropriate way for a public that does not have, in its great majority, sufficient theological knowledge to make an in-depth judgement concerning its content. It was not difficult, therefore, to create confusion in their minds. On the other hand, these same hands took no interest, of course, in spreading the conclusions of these analyses.

Now, why did Mr. Tornielli not seek clarification with the Heralds? We could very well say: timeo hominem unius factionis, we fear men of half-truths, partial individuals, those who are unable and unwilling to hear both sides.

Could Mr. Andrea Tornielli be acting alone? This we do not know...

But we can affirm, by analyzing the article of the renowned Vaticanist and the above-mentioned circumstances, the blind contribution that he is making in the sense of destroying that ardently desired unity which the Fathers of Vatican Council II sought to carry forward and which three great men fully asserted: St. John Paul II, Benedict XVI and Msgr. João Clá. This is one way to thwart the doctrine of the Ecumenical Council, and the dedicated action of two Popes - one who is yet alive and among us - and of a founder, to whom a prefect of the Sacred Congregation for Religious, Cardinal Franc Rodé, said the Church was indebted.
Cui prodest? Who benefits from this attitude? The Catholic world is certainly perplexed: this time the chameleon takes on such surreal tones that, even after being given due consideration, he still continues to elicit questions with respect to his new and varied hues:

Whom does Mr. Andrea Tornielli represent?

Does he seek to provoke a schism in the Church?

With what intentions?

Finally, with the untruths and distortions having been duly clarified, we extend to him an invitation to return to the path of a cultured, serious and ethical journalism. The Heralds of the Gospel consecrate their own defense to St. Joseph, patron of the Church, with the certainty that they will not be left unaided by the virginal father of Jesus and most chaste spouse of Mary. Without prejudice to their own rights, they are always willing to welcome with benevolence the retraction of calumniators and to sincerely pardon them, for they do not harbor the least resentment.

Heralds of the Gospel
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