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Fr. Louis Maliekal CMI
Pioneer in Indian liturgy dies
http://mattersindia.com/2019/02/pioneer-in-indian-liturgy-dies/
By Jacob Peenkiaparambil, Bhopal, February 26, 2019

Carmelite Father Louis Maliekal, one of the pioneers in contextualized Indian theology, Indian spirituality and Indian liturgy, died of a massive heart attack on February 25 at Bhopal, central India. He was 83.

Father Maliekal died at Devamath Hospital, Bhopal, where he was admitted for treatment for severe stomach pain.

His funeral service will be held at 2.00 pm on March 1 at Mary Matha Church, Bhopal and burial at Yesu Ashram, Padaria, in the same city, according to Carmelites of Mary Immaculate province headquarters.

Father Maliekal introduced Bhajans in the Indian Church by composing the first Christian Bhajan (Om Jagadiswara sadapi chinmaya Jagadeeshwara vande) when he was a student of theology in Dharmaram College Bangalore. In the wake of the renewal within the Indian Church after the Second Vatican Council he played a leading role in the liturgical experiments in the Indian Church.

He is credited with the formulation of the Order of Indian Mass for the Syro-Malabar Church called the Bharatiya Pooja. It is being currently used at Kurisumala Ashram, Kerala, even though the Syro-Malabar Church discontinued all experiments in indigenization and inculturation.

Father Maliekal’s passion for evolving Indian liturgy and Indian theology is reflected in his doctoral thesis Yajna and Eucharist: An Inter-Religious Approach to the Theology of Sacrifice, as a student of the Catholic University of Louvain.

Post-Second Vatican period witnessed many attempts in India for contextualized theological training, especially in the mission regions. The leaders of the Church were convinced that a seminary formation based on the Western style would not equip the missionaries and priests to face the various challenges in the field.

Fr. Maliekal led contextualized theological formation of seminarians in Madhya Pradesh, a central Indian state. As the rector of Khrist Premalaya, Ashta, the regional theologate for Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, he adopted the methodology of “Action-Reflection-Action,” taking inspiration from the ‘Pedagogy of the Oppressed’ by Paulo Freire.

The seminarians were sent to villages for a month to live with the people and experience their life situation. They were given the guidelines to reflect on theological issues in the light of the concrete life situation of the people. After coming back from the villages the seminarians were helped to further reflect and theologize.

Thus seminary formation was made student-centred and people oriented. Besides, the seminarians were given the opportunity to visit the villages on weekends and involve in various activities like conducting adult education classes, organizing inter-religious prayers and cultural events.

Father Maliekal also took the initiative to start an inter-religious association (Sarva Dharma Sanghatan) at Ashta in Madhya Pradesh in the early 1980s. This association played a key role in preventing communal violence in Ashta town, a communally sensitive area.

When the CMI Congregation started a contextualized theologate (Samanvaya) in Bhopal in the early 1990s, Fr. Maliekal was chosen to evolve a formation process suited to the North Indian situation. The seminarians were given training in three different contexts: the tribal and rural context of Bastar, inter-religious context of Rishikesh in Uttarakhand and the inter-cultural context of Madhya Pradesh.
His two-volume book on homily, “prem pravachan,” the first of its kind in India, is still being used by many preachers in North India. As a thinker and writer, he has published seven books and around 100 theological articles in several journals, besides presenting papers at national and international seminars. His latest book “Interface of Cult and Culture” is in the press and will be out in April.

Honoring his contribution in contextualized theological formation in India, a book titled Theology on Wheels: A Movement for Contextualized Theological Education edited by Dr. Davis Varayilaan was released on the occasion of the golden jubilee celebration of his priestly ordination on February 10.

Comment
Fr. Louis Maliekal was a great theologian. He gave great contributions to Indian Theology. He was one pioneers who brought Indian Theology in our seminaries. He gave importance for the contextualisation of Indian Theology by experimenting the Indian Pooja in the Syro-Malabar liturgy. He was one the founders who started Samanaya seminary in Poornodaya Bhopal. May God him eternal rest and our sincere prayers are with him. -Fr. Walter Thelappilly CMI, Provincial, Devamatha Province, Thrissur, Kerala
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_HINDUISATION_OF_MUSIC_IN_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc
THE HINDUISATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH-IMAGES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_HINDUISATION_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH-IMAGES.doc
THE ONGOING ROBBERY OF FAITH-FR P K GEORGE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_ONGOING_ROBBERY_OF_FAITH-FR_P_K_GEORGE.doc
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 108 IN HINDUISM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SIGNIFICANCE_OF_108_IN_HINDUISM.doc 

THE ST PIUS X SEMINARY CELEBRATES HINDU DEITY GANESH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_ST_PIUS_X_SEMINARY_CELEBRATES_HINDU_DEITY_GANESH.doc
THE WILFUL MISINTERPRETATION OF CHURCH DOCUMENTS BY INCULTURATIONIST THEOLOGIANS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_WILFUL_MISINTERPRETATION_OF_CHURCH_DOCUMENTS_BY_INCULTURATIONIST_THEOLOGIANS.doc
VAASTU SHASTRA OR VEDIC GEOMANCY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VAASTU_SHASTRA_OR_VEDIC_GEOMANCY.doc
VASAI PRIEST FR THOMAS DSOUZA WORSHIPS GANESHA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VASAI_PRIEST_FR_THOMAS_DSOUZA_WORSHIPS_GANESHA.doc
WHY INDIAN CATHOLICS DO NOT WANT AN INDIAN POPE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_INDIAN_CATHOLICS_DO_NOT_WANT_AN_INDIAN_POPE.doc
YOGA GURUS V L REGO AND CARMELITE FR GREGORY DSOUZA RYSHIVANA MANGALORE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_GURUS_V_L_REGO_AND_CARMELITE_FR_GREGORY_DSOUZA_RYSHIVANA_MANGALORE.doc
MANTRAS AND “OM”

CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS SAYS THAT CATHOLICS MAY NOT CHANT THE OM MANTRA  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SAYS_THAT_CATHOLICS_MAY_NOT_CHANT_THE_OM_MANTRA.doc
CHANTING OF MANTRAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHANTING_OF_MANTRAS.doc
EXORCISTS WARN AGAINST USE OF YOGA MANTRAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/EXORCISTS_WARN_AGAINST_USE_OF_YOGA_MANTRAS.doc
HINDUISMS PRANAVA-THE OM

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDUISMS_PRANAVA-THE_OM.doc
MANTRAS AND MANDALAS-ANKERBERG AND WELDON 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MANTRAS_AND_MANDALAS-ANKERBERG_AND_WELDON.doc
MANTRAS, 'OM' OR 'AUM' AND THE GAYATRI MANTRA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MANTRAS_OM_OR_AUM_AND_THE_GAYATRI_MANTRA.doc
MANTRAS YOGA WCCM CHRISTIAN MEDITATION ETC-EDDIE RUSSELL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MANTRAS_YOGA_WCCM_CHRISTIAN_MEDITATION_ETC-EDDIE_RUSSELL.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 26-RESPONSES TO REVISED EDITION NOT RECOMMENDED FOR CATHOLICS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_26-RESPONSES_TO_REVISED_EDITION_NOT_RECOMMENDED_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
ARATI IN THE LITURGY-INDIAN OR HINDU  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARATI_IN_THE_LITURGY-INDIAN_OR_HINDU.doc 

RENUNCIATION OF YOGA SURYANAMASKAR OM-CORINNA CRAFT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_DELIVERANCE_FROM_A_DEMON_OF_YOGA-CORINNA_CRAFT.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-17 USE OF HINDU “OM” MANTRA IN PRAISE THE LORD HYMN BOOKS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-17.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS AND DHARMA BHARATHI ASHRAM

CATHOLIC ASHRAMS [Written without using Google or checking the Internet]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS AND THE CAMALDOLESE BENEDICTINES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS_AND_THE_CAMALDOLESE_BENEDICTINES.doc 

CATHOLIC ASHRAMS AND THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS_AND_THE_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-LETTERS FROM BISHOPS IN RESPONSE TO THE REPORT 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-LETTERS_FROM_BISHOPS_IN_RESPONSE_TO_THE_REPORT.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-REVISITED 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-REVISITED.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SANNYASINS OR SWINDLERS-SITA RAM GOEL 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SANNYASINS_OR_SWINDLERS-SITA_RAM_GOEL.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY IN FRENCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY_IN_FRENCH.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY IN SPANISH  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY_IN_SPANISH.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY-MARIA LAURA PIO  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY-MARIA_LAURA_PIO.doc 

IN PICTURES-THE HINDUISED CATHOLIC ASHRAMS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IN_PICTURES-THE_HINDUISED_CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 02-THE PAPAL SEMINARY, PUNE, INDIAN THEOLOGIANS, AND THE CATHOLIC ASHRAMS  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_02-THE_PAPAL_SEMINARY_PUNE_INDIAN_THEOLOGIANS_AND_THE_CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 17-EXTOLLED BY CAMALDOLESE BENEDICTINE OBLATE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_17-EXTOLLED_BY_CAMALDOLESE_BENEDICTINE_OBLATE.doc
QUO VADIS BEDE GRIFFITHS-FR FINBARR FLANAGAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_BEDE_GRIFFITHS-FR_FINBARR_FLANAGAN.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-13 CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL AND FR. ANIL DEV IMS’ YOGA MATRIDHAM ASHRAM, VARANASI
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-13.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS’ SPIRITUALLY PERVERTED GYAN ASHRAM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SPIRITUALLY_PERVERTED_GYAN_ASHRAM.doc
FATHERS OF THE SVD CONGREGATION WITHOUT ZEAL OR HOPE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FATHERS_OF_THE_SVD_CONGREGATION_WITHOUT_ZEAL_OR_HOPE.doc
JOHN MARTIN SAHAJANANDAS HERETICAL AND NEW AGE TEACHINGS-SACCIDANANDA ASHRAM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JOHN_MARTIN_SAHAJANANDAS_HERETICAL_AND_NEW_AGE_TEACHINGS-SACCIDANANDA_ASHRAM.doc 
JYOTI SAHI AND HIS NEW AGE ART ASHRAM IN BANGALORE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JYOTI_SAHI_AND_HIS_NEW_AGE_ART_ASHRAM_IN_BANGALORE.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE BISHOP OF SRINAGAR 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_BISHOP_OF_SRINAGAR.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE CARDINAL, ERNAKULAM-ANGAMALY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_CARDINAL_ERNAKULAM_ANGAMALY.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE OF INDIA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_CATHOLIC_BISHOPS_CONFERENCE_OF_INDIA.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-NEW AGE IN CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-NEW_AGE_IN_CATHOLIC_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc
FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN-UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADEN-UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT.doc
