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MICHAEL PRABHU, OCTOBER 17, 2020
Subtle Hindu deities in imagery of wall behind altar of St. Anne’s Church in Butte, Montana
This information was brought to my attention by Mike Conners.

Conners on himself and his reason for writing to me:

I am a practicing Catholic with 5 grown children, one of whom still goes to church and has 4 kids!

I attended St Anne's in Butte, Montana many times and studied this image over the years.

There was no clear explanation of what it represented -- some said a Tree of Life. 

I have a bachelor’s degree in biological anthropology from University of California Santa Barbara and was a US Navy Medic for 4 years 1969 to 1973. 

I studied art history in college (I also have a minor in cultural anthropology and a second bachelor degree in political science) and was interested in the similarity between ancient Mesoamerican, Chinese, and Indian Art.

One of my best friends who is now 92 is Constance Fearing who had one of the world's largest private collections of ancient Mexican Mesoamerican Art. It now resides in the Los Angeles County Museum and another museum in New York.

I only mention this to clarify the reason that I was interested in identifying this figure and have spent so many years on this subject. My concern was that Catholicism was incorporating Hindu practices (like yoga) and this back altar figure reinforced that belief. 
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The wall behind the altar at St Anne's Catholic Church in Butte, Montana
Conners’ interpretation of the imagery: 
This email was originally addressed to a local priest so my explanations are probably unnecessary in your case, but I include them for context. I would appreciate your opinion of this artwork regarding whether or not you too think it's a stylistic representation of Ardhanarishvara.

My theory is that this is Ardhanarishvara the dual-gendered multi-armed Hindu god. 
Ardhanarishvara is a combination of Shiva and Parvati (the goddess of fertility and love). Shiva the god of destruction and rebirth is often accompanied in images by Nandi the brahma bull as seen on the left of the wall.
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Notice the male and female genitalia at the bottom between the legs disguised as a loaf and fish and a female breast on one side of the chest. Also notice the dance pose of the figure as in Shiva, the Lord of the Dance -which is also a current hymn used in some Catholic Churches in Montana and the USA which was composed by a writer who admitted he was inspired by a statue of Shiva on his desk, and who has since been involved in a scandal of some sort.

The priest that ran the parish when this was built was apparently a frequent visitor to India.
I came to my conclusion that this was an anthropomorphic image and not a tree by observing the anatomical characteristics of the individual parts and trying to match them up to a known entity.

The pictures are hard to study because of distance and poor quality but I can convey these characteristics verbally until I can send better photographs if you are interested.

Note that the "branches" have muscles showing -- that trees don't possess but human arms do. Also there is musculature in the torso and legs. The head looks like a Mesoamerican or Buddhist entity, or Kali as depicted below (following page).
The legs are in a Tantric pose and this along with the placement of the male and female genitalia which are more easily perceived from a distance, and the presence of the bull (Nandi) on the left led me to the conclusion that this was a stylized image of a Hindu entity or a similar Buddhist one.

The first multi-armed figure that came to mind was Shiva of course. I researched the connection with the other Buddhist and Hindu entities from there and came up with Ardhanarishvara as the closest. Obviously it is stylized and could represent any multi-armed Eastern entity but the trident and the bull point to Shiva/Parvati. 
I brought this to the attention of Bishop Thomas, Bishop Morlino, and Father Vernon (of Bishop Morlino's diocese).
Father Vernon said they should at least put a loin cloth on it. He was stationed at St. Anne’s briefly before he came to our parish St. Patrick's in Butte.

By the way, Ardhanarishvara is an LGBT icon.
If you wish to study this further I will send more pictures.
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Kali

MY COMMENTS: 

I studied the images in great detail and frankly could find nothing of Ardhanarishvara. Yes, I did "see" the breast of Parvati, only because Conners labelled it, but not the bisexual genitalia (even though labeled). However, if the "intention" was there during its installation, I would admit that it is the Ardhanarishvara, like for the validity of our Sacraments, we need to have form, matter and INTENTION.
The art is NOT Catholic for sure.
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Shiva Tree of Life

RELATED FILE

HINDUS CONDEMN CATHOLIC INCULURATION-POPE FRANCIS ACCUSED OF APPROPRIATING INDIGENOUS CULTURES 14 OCTOBER 2020 16 pages - JULES GOMES
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HINDUS_CONDEMN_CATHOLIC_INCULURATION-POPE_FRANCIS_ACCUSED_OF_APPROPRIATING_INDIGENOUS_CULTURES.doc
The above file contains scores of links to other related files at my web site

