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Entries in chronological order
California Court Rules Homeschooling Illegal 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2008/mar/08030503.html
By Hilary White, Los Angeles, March 5, 2008 

Thousands of homeschoolers in California are left in legal limbo by an appeals court ruling that homeschooling is not a legal option in the state and that a family who has homeschooled all their children for years must enrol their two youngest in state or private schools. Justice H. Walter Croskey in a written opinion said, "California courts have held that under provisions in the Education Code, parents do not have a constitutional right to homeschool their children." 

The sweeping February 29th ruling says that California law requires "persons between the ages of six and eighteen" to be in "public full-time day school," or a "private full-time day school" or "instructed by a tutor who holds a valid state teaching credential for the grade being taught".

The two youngest of Phillip and Mary Long's eight children must be enrolled in a state approved school. Phillip Long told WorldNetDaily, "We just don't want them teaching our children. They teach things that are totally contrary to what we believe. They put questions in our children's minds we don't feel they're ready for."

Mr. Long cited the state curriculum's inclusion of sex education, including its promotion of homosexuality as a normal lifestyle. "When they are much more mature, they can deal with these issues, alternative lifestyles, and such, or whether they came from primordial slop. At the present time it's my job to teach them the correct way of thinking," he said.

The Los Angeles-area family was targeted by Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services after one of the children reported "physical and emotional mistreatment by the children's father," according to documents submitted to the court.  

The 2nd Appellate Court in Los Angeles agreed with the trial court decision that had found, "keeping the children at home deprived them of situations where they could interact with people outside the family".

"There are people who could provide help if something is amiss in the children's lives, and they could develop emotionally in a broader world than the parents' 'cloistered' setting," the ruling said. 

Michael Smith, president of the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA), said in a March 3 statement that the organization "strongly disputes this interpretation of California law" and is studying the decision. 

The group called the ruling "a very bad decision" saying, "the opinion holds that homeschooling is not a legal option in California."

"If the opinion is followed, then California will have the most regressive law in the nation and homeschooling will be effectively banned, because the only legal way to homeschool will be for the parent to hold a teaching certificate. Parents should not have to attend a four-year college education program just to teach their own children."

Smith added, "California is now on the path to being the only state to deny the vast majority of homeschooling parents their fundamental right to teach their own children at home." 

Related LifeSiteNews.com coverage:

Back to School: Organization Gives Reasons to Consider Homeschooling
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2006/aug/06082407.html 

Home Schoolers Concerned over New Ontario Compulsory Attendance Law
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2006/feb/06020301.html
Three More Families Appeal for Help as Germany Continues Crackdown on Homeschooling Families
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2007/apr/07041609.html
From: CFN To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Friday, March 07, 2008 8:07 PM

Subject: Urgent Petition - Homeschooling Declared Illegal in California

Urgent! California Court Rules Homeschooling Illegal. Please sign this petition from the Home School Legal Defense Association [HSLDA] and forward it on to as many of your friends as possible.  - JV: CFN

Petition to Request Depublishing of California Court Case In re Rachel L.
Please Sign this Petition to Support Homeschool Freedom in California

A California Court of Appeal recently decided that homeschooling is illegal in California unless a parent is a certified teacher. 

The case arose in a confidential juvenile court proceeding. The family was represented by court-appointed attorneys and HSLDA did not become aware of the case until the Court of Appeal case was published on February 28, 2008. 

The Court could have restricted its decision to the facts before it, but instead, it issued a broad ruling that effectively outlaws home education in California. The Court also certified its decision for publication, which means that the decision can now be cited as legal authority by all other courts in California. 

The family and their California counsel are planning to appeal to the Supreme Court of California, which could result in reversal. 

Another option to keep homeschooling free in California is to petition the Supreme Court of California to “depublish” the opinion. If the opinion is “depublished” then it cannot be used by other California courts and this threat to homeschool freedom will be neutralized for other California homeschoolers. 

HSLDA will be formally petitioning the California Supreme Court to depublish the opinion. We would like to show that many other people, both in California and across the country, care deeply about homeschool freedom in California. 

Please show your support for this effort by signing the petition today.

We, the undersigned, request that the Supreme Court of California depublish the Court of Appeal opinion in In re Rachel L., handed down on February 28, 2008.
Click here for link to sign petition... https://www2.hslda.org/Registrations/DepublishingCaliforniaCourtDecision/
Did California Just Ban Homeschooling? 

http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2998&Itemid=48
By Deal W. Hudson, March 10, 2008

Panic spread among the estimated 166,000 homeschoolers in California for a week, and outrage grew around the homeschooling community nationwide. On February 29, WorldNetDaily broke the story of a decision by a California Court of Appeals ordering two homeschooled children from the Los Angeles area to be enrolled in public school. 

Reporter Bob Unruh compared the ruling to Nazi Germany: "The words echo the ideas of officials from Germany, where homeschooling has been outlawed since 1938 under a law adopted when Adolf Hitler decided he wanted the state, and no one else, to control the minds of the nation's youth."

At first glance, it's understandable why the language of the ruling caused consternation: "California courts have held that under provisions in the Education Code, parents do not have a constitutional right to home-school their children," wrote Justice H. Walter Croskey in his opinion for the Second District Court of Appeals, which has jurisdiction over Los Angeles, Ventura, Santa Barbara, and San Luis Obispo counties.

A Los Angeles Times article ran with the following lead: 

Parents who lack teaching credentials cannot educate their children at home, according to a state appellate court ruling that is sending waves of fear through California's home schooling families.

Homeschooling parents threatened to leave California, while homeschooling organizations, such as the Home School Legal Defense Fund, vowed to see the decision overthrown on appeal. 

Advocates of public education saw it differently. The president of the teachers' union in Los Angeles, A. J. Duffy, agreed with the ruling: "What's best for a child is to be taught by a credentialed teacher."

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger moved quickly to quell what was becoming a grassroots rebellion. On March 7, he issued a statement calling the Second District Court ruling "outrageous." It would either be overturned by the courts, Schwarzenegger said, or "elected officials" would act to "protect parents' rights."

State Education Secretary David Long underscored the Governor's words, saying, "The governor sees this as a fundamental right of parental choice."

But the story that swept the newspapers, talk radio, and the blogs was actually based on a misunderstanding. Defendants Philip and Mary Long have eight children, who are all taught by Mrs. Long at home in Lynwood, CA. For religious reasons, the parents object to the sex and homosexuality curriculum taught in the public schools. One of their children reported physical and emotional abuse by the father, which was investigated by the Los Angeles County Department of Children's and Family Services. (This was not the first time the Longs have been investigated for abusive treatment of their children.) 

The investigator discovered that all eight of the Longs' children were being homeschooled at the same time they were enrolled in a charter school, the Sunland Christian School, where they would sometimes take tests.

An attorney acting on behalf of some of the children asked the court to order them placed in public school for their benefit. The problem considered by the court was not the simple question of the legality of homeschooling, but whether, by exclusively homeschooling their children, the Longs were ignoring their arrangement with the charter school where their children were enrolled. 
The children's truancy from Sunland Christian School explains the reason the court questioned the "credentials" of Mrs. Long as a teacher: "The parents present no authority to the effect that a charter school can excuse the statutory requirement that tutors be credentialed if their students are to come within the tutor exemption to compulsory public school education." In other words, the enrollment of the Longs' children at Sunland Christian School is not a form of homeschooling and, therefore, does not fall under the exemption in the California Educational Code allowing for parents to teach their children at home. 

The Longs are required to educate their children according to the statutes governing charter schools. To argue that Mrs. Long is conducting "independent study" does not excuse the students' habitual absence from classes at Sunland. The type of "independent study" allowed at charter schools "does not apply to a mother's home schooling of her children." 

As a result, homeschoolers in California are not at risk under this ruling, although at first glance the language does indeed appear inflammatory. Under California law, parents who homeschool have created a "public school" where they have to be "capable of teaching" the required courses offered in public schools. Parents also have to keep a record of enrollment and attendance, as well as file a yearly "private school affidavit" with the state. 

The Longs' case will undoubtedly be appealed, and following that appeal, whatever danger posed by the decision on homeschooling will be addressed. Perhaps this scare will provide opportunity and motivation for the homeschooling movement to push for legislation that will protect parents' right to educate from future rulings by activist judges.

Deal W. Hudson is the director of InsideCatholic.com and the author of Onward, Christian Soldiers: The Growing Political Power of Catholics and Evangelicals in the United States (Simon and Schuster, March 2008).
Readers’ comments

(1) What seems to be overlooked here is whether or not this father has actually been abusing (sexually?) any of his children or is this a ruse to undermine home schoolers. It mentioned that this was not the first time the parents have been investigated. So, is this a case of where there's smoke there's fire?  The safety of the children is paramount. However, children have been known to make things up as has our government.  -Vicky 
(2) Well, that certainly does change matters, doesn't it? My inbox too was flooded with hysterical claims about Nazism in California. Something didn't seem quite right about it but I hadn't looked further. So thank you for this good investigation. I can easily imagine that any parent with a child currently enrolled in a public good, and then doesn't have them attend school but only uses the school's tests or whatever, is going to be in hot water. This would be true in any state in this country. In fact, it seems that your report here completely undermines the claims that this was an attack on homeschooling. It seems like nothing more than an attempt to reinforce school attendance laws -- and surely no one would dispute that a public school can reasonably enforce attendance among its own enrolled students.  -Jeffrey 
(3) It is not unheard of to have parents investigated more than once, because someone in authority does not like what they are doing. The definition of child abuse has become more "elastic" in recent years. Some harrassment of parents has happened because social services in Massachusetts (where I reside) believes that it is abusive to prevent children from having access to video games. Or to certain books or publications; which the parents deem unappropriate. Fathers have lost visitation rights, because someone (such as an ex wife) states that he is abusing the children, with no further evidence than that. For that reason, I am always leery of abuse claims. -DWG 
(4) I have followed this event carefully, and it calls for prayer. It also calls for us to act. As far as protecting the right of parents to homeschool, this is paramount! This right must be protected.
Concerning the abuse claim, I would point out that I was investigated by Child Protective Sevices, and I know of other homeschoolers who were also investigated. This is a serious matter, and I was not guilty, but we were subjected to random inspections, strip searches, and they would take my children in another room to question them ... If it is true that there is abuse, the children must be protected. If it is a false accusation I am suspicious. Any one can file a claim of abuse anonymously. Let us pray, and then act. We need to be vigilant! God bless us all!  -Ellen  
(5) Deal, As always, you have gone the extra steps to get to the bottom of the problem. Thanks for your research. Yes, we need to be observant to what is happening around us, but, we also need to make sure that all the facts are known. -Bob
(6) First of all this is an attack on homeschooling. The case as stated is weather the parent is a "credentialed teacher"; the teachers unions are against homeschooling, because it shows how inept they are in there teaching. The abuse claims are just a way to supposedly have legal right to access there house, I would have to believe they are false. Next, they were enrolled in a "Christian charted school" that costs money out of the families pocket to go to, and is not cheap. With the harassment by the state, over what would be false abuse claims (it has not been proven and appears to be just a ploy because there is no ongoing investigations about any of it), the family in defending themselves from this, is probably in financial trouble and stopped sending there children to school as a result. They are probably so overwhelmed by it all, they have over looked sending in the proper paper work; stating they will now home school as a result in the money problems and cost in sending them to this charter school. And as for "Perhaps this scare will provide opportunity and motivation for the homeschooling movement to push for legislation that will protect parents' right to educate from future rulings by activist judges." they already do and are how ever there is heavy odds against them in making this happen; 1) Teachers Unions
2) A liberal agenda against, the morals that the kids learn as a result of this teaching.
3) The lack of others, like the Bishops in this country, to absolutely denounce in name the manner in which people like Nancy Pelosi, Ted Kennedy, John Kerry & others conduct themselves and make law. Of which they are against homeschooling.
4) Last the presumed over tone of articles like this, to dismiss away and do nothing but to confuse the issue of what it really going on. Today it is homeschooling being attacked and being worked to get rid of; yesterday it was prayer in school or anywhere in public in some areas; tomorrow it will be any and all churches, even the Catholic Church, and I am sure the charge will be lead by the very people the Bishops wish not to name in person (Nancy Pelosi, Ted Kennedy, John Kerry & others) as being the problem.
The church has a response ability in helping encourage homeschooling since it is closing schools. So that the real morals our country is in need of is being lost in the public schools. 
The church also needs to not take any further assistance from the government in any form, so as not to fall prey to the liberals (Nancy Pelosi, Ted Kennedy, John Kerry & others) agenda of getting rid of religion anywhere. I know this will catch heat and that is fine; God does not ask how hot the fire is, he said do my work! -PJQ 
(7) Dear Mr Hudson: One should leave the practice of law to lawyers and philosophizing to philosophers. I understand the desire to calm souls about this case --but there is no justification for calm and to assert to so is misleading and wrong. 
As a California attorney who has had a case in the California Supreme Court --I can say that you do not understand the gravity of the ruling. You are correct on the facts. But you cannot just focus on the facts in order to confine the opinion to similar scenarios alone. The ruling was broadsweeping and impacts all those that enroll in traditional off campus homeschooling programs where the mother is not credentialed. Please recall the courts finding that parents do not have a constitutional right to homeschool their children. This is not mere dicta --these are powerful words that have the effect of law. This opinion can be used against all homeschoolers should the authorities decide to do so. There are times when alarm is justified and this is one of them. -Genevieve 
(8) A teacher friend of mine from Austin sends the following suggestion: "I think you are rightly concerned about the Cal decision. It looks to me they are trying to outlaw home schooling. To get around it, setup an online teacher's certification process. Give out whatever credentials are needed and challenge the state to challenge your process. You can show your home school teachers can out-perform the average public school teacher on any exam they want to give." -Deal Hudson 
(9) Mr. Hudson, I'm afraid your article is not very reassuring to me, as a CA homeschooler; it seems to contain vital misinformation. You say: "To argue that Mrs. Long is conducting "independent study" does not excuse the students' habitual absence from classes at Sunland."
Look up Sunland's website. They are an umbrella school which provides curricula for homeschoolers, like Seton, and they do not hold "classes" from which the children could be "absent". Many CA homeschoolers use such an umbrella school without filing a private school affidavit and have been under the impression that this is lawful. But let's say you do need to file a private school affidavit to be legal: Did the judge say "You need to file a private school affidavit?" No, he didn't; he expressly said that filing a private school affidavit as homeschoolers is not legal: 
"Additionally, the Turner court [the 1953 Supreme Court decision] rejected, and noted that courts in other states had also rejected, the notion that parents instructing their children at home come within the private full-time day school exemption in then-section 16624 (now section 48222). The court stated that a simple reading of the statutes governing private schools and home instruction by private tutors shows the Legislature intended to distinguish the two, for if a private school includes a parent or private tutor instructing a child at home, there would be no purpose in writing separate legislation for private instruction at home. (Turner, supra, 121 Cal.App.2dSupp. at p. 868; accord Shinn, supra, 195 Cal.App.2d at p. 693.) "
The only option which *might* be left, would be a public charter school situation which allows the parent to teach, meeting with a teacher once a month or so and sending in work samples, which is also an option many of us have been using. Even if the judge had stated that this is the one legal course for homeschoolers, this would be extremely restrictive, but he did not even seem to allow for this possibility. According to the judge, this option also is not legal, because the instruction does not take place, in his words, "in the school." 
So with these things in mind, can you again reassure me that I have nothing to worry about? The California Homeschool Network *is* worried, and California assemblyman Joel Anderson is introducing a concurrent resolution calling on the CA Supreme Court to reverse this court decision. Here's the CA Homeschool Network website: 
http://www.californiahomeschool.net  -Rebecca
(10) I think you are oversimplifying a fundamental problem here. The word is "Public School". As you mentioned above, if a parent, by choosing to homeschool their child is considered a public school, then the requirements of the state apply. So for instance, if I homeschool and am considered a public entity, then I have to teach that homosexuality is OK, even though it is a violation of my religious convictions and rights as a US citizen. This IS a very serious problem in California, and the alarm should be raised all over the US as well as the world, that Children belong to their PARENTS, not the state, and that corporal punishment is the prerogative of the PARENTS, not the state! The NEA for the most part are a loosely held bunch of thugs who use the same tactics that were used in Russia, Germany, and China. It is SOCIALIST doctrine and the handbook of the communists. If you doubt it, do some research. We are seeing the coming to power of the thugs of the Socialist State in the guise of organizations like the NEA, ACLU, NARAL, Planned Parenthood, and others, who now get our tax dollars for the purpose of lobbying Congress for their self peretuation. So Deal, you had better be aware, and afraid, because what happened in the Socialist regimes is now happening here. Only a vigilant, and God fearing society can overcome the coming deluge. -Mark Andreas 
(11) Please consider signing a petition by the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) to depublish the opinion. The petition is linked from the organization's homepage at http://hslda.org. -Ilona Burdette 
(12) Debbie Schwarzer legal team co-chair of HomeSchool Association of California writes the following: 
http://www.hsc.org/. We are trying to get one or more of the fanciest law firms in the state to help us on taking the fangs out of this case. We know what we're doing. Please let us do our jobs.
I would be personally, professionally, and, as a representative of HSC, globally grateful if everyone on this list would calm down and ask others to calm down. Specifically, I would ask people: 
a. Not to write to the Supreme Court or any court.
b. Not to talk to their legislators or make any public statements about a need for legislation.
c. Tell their neighbors, friends, lists, groups both of the above and to educate them about the choices available and about how panic isn't necessary, marches on Sacramento aren't necessary, etc. — Someone Written by Sabine 
(13) Parents today are up against a society that screams abuse for even a rap on the fanny. I do not mean beating the stuffing out of the kid either. To even spank a child on the bottom could be considered sex abuse.Homeschooled kids aren't living in a bubble and can learn the ropes of manipulating parents using the current social service and criminal justice system. Homeschooling takes a tremedous commitment and financial outlay that parents and government, (also called "public") schools can't fathom. I say give these parents of 8 the benifit of the doubt. If any parent seems one to be doubtful of it is one that blissfully ignores the moral and spiritual dangers, along with the godless education of the government schools and chooes to let their child be subjested to the daily onslaught there! -Kay-Marie 
(14) I would respectfully ask the author to read the decision issued by the appellate court and to consider the size of the jurisdiction of the court. While this particular family may have been violating the law (which I honestly don't know), the ruling was much more wide-reaching. It is for this reason that the Home School Legal Defense Association (www.hslda.org) has a petition to LIMIT the effect of the decision to just this family, in addition to their appeal to the California Supreme Court. -Tim Reineke 
(15) Any kind of legal protest in this case can do no harm... Someone wishes to disempower Home Schoolers by getting them to "calm down" in my view. The kinds of people behind the oppression of fundamental civil liberties are not moved except by public pressure and PUBLIC EXPOSURE. While it is important to focus on the most effective strategies, it is even more important to increase determintation to address these evils and put an end to them... day in and day out until the matter is resolved in favor of the people who deserve so much better than scum of the earth lawmakers with ignoble objectives who must be watched around the clock and counteracted constantly... it is exhausting to those with noble apsirations… a necessary outrage and impairment to life, liberty and pursuit of happiness (in this case freedom of religion). Lets not kid ourselves, we have narcisistic, arrogant monsters in leadership... in the courts, the the halls of Congress.... and in appointed positions and regular state positions (don't overlook these people who often make their own incremental policies and then have supporting laws rammed down our throats at midnight on the fourth of the July or some other time when our guard is down. SHAMEFUL AND OUTRAGEOUS... EXPOSE, EXPOSE, EXPOSE ... our best defense... until they try to outlaw that as well... -Richard

Parents Losing Custody for Homeschooling Kids 
http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=64093
By Bob Unruh, WorldNetDaily, May 12, 2008

Police State, Germany
Parents losing custody for homeschooling kids
'Law seen as logical step in carving up family rights'
A German couple already being threatened with jail time because they have been homeschooling their children say their nation has taken a turn for the worse, with a new federal law that gives family courts the authority to take custody of children "as soon as there is a suspicion of child abuse," which is how that nation's courts have defined homeschooling.

"The new law is seen as a logical step in carving up family rights after a federal court had decided that homeschooling was an abuse of custody," said a letter from Jurgen Dudek to officials with the U.S.-based Home School Legal Defense Association, an international advocacy organization in support of homeschooling.

It was about a year ago when WND reported a prosecutor in the German state of Hesse was seeking three-month prison terms for Jurgen Dudek and his wife, Rosemarie, the parents of six children, even after they already had paid a series of fines. Officials with Netzwork-Bildungsfreiheit, a German homeschool advocacy group, said the prosecutor, unsatisfied with the fines, wanted 90-day terms in custody for the parents.

The latest letter from the family described the new law as granting various local social services agencies vast new powers, especially the "Jugendamt" offices, which are responsible for looking into situations if there are allegations of "child abuse."

"They have in effect been authorized to give expert evidence in court which the family judge has to follow… The withdrawal of parental custody as one of the methods for punishing 'uncooperative' parents thus is made even easier," the letter said.

In recent years Germany has established a reputation for cracking down on parents who object, for reasons ranging from religious to social, to that nation's public school indoctrination of their children.

WND has reported several times on custody battles, children being taken into custody, and families even fleeing Germany because of the situation.

Now comes the new law that, according to Dudek's letter, has, "understandably, led to a kind of panic among the homeschool community in a country where ever since Hitler's times it has been against the law to educate your offspring completely without the state."

Mike Donnelly, a lawyer for the HSLDA who has worked on situations that have developed in Germany, said it's not exactly clear how the law will affect the situation.

However, "the fact that Germany's Federal Government would pass a law taking away due process when it comes to taking children away from their parents just because they are not attending school points to the sheer hostility of the German government towards homeschooling," he told WND.

"The German Jugendamt system is under increasing scrutiny by the European Union as well as other international organizations because of the sheer numbers of custody cases in proportion to actual substantiated abuse and in relation to the overall population," he said. "For homeschoolers, the Jugendamt represents the tip of the spear in the government's persecution of parents who simply wish to educate their children privately at home – a freedom protected by governments of virtually all free societies."

He said as a result of the combination of last year's German court ruling that it is an abuse of parental rights to keep children away from public schools and the new plan, "the Jugendamt is now the most powerful and frightening force in repressing homeschooling in Germany.

"Families in Germany are being put under increasing pressure to stop homeschooling or face losing custody of their children just because they homeschool – instead many families flee the country. This reprehensible behavior violates the natural rights of parents and children and must be opposed by all free societies," he said.

Practical Homeschool Magazine has noted one of the first acts by Hitler when he moved into power was to create the governmental Ministry of Education and give it control of all schools, and school-related issues.

In 1937, the dictator said, "The Youth of today is ever the people of tomorrow. For this reason we have set before ourselves the task of inoculating our youth with the spirit of this community of the people at a very early age, at an age when human beings are still unperverted and therefore unspoiled. This Reich stands, and it is building itself up for the future, upon its youth. And this new Reich will give its youth to no one, but will itself take youth and give to youth its own education and its own upbringing."

Dudek told the HSLDA that, "Without wanting to overdramatize things this move by the justice ministry … can be compared to Hitler's law of empowerment … That law gave him a free hand to turn Germany into the dictatorship it has become so 'famous' for."

"Homeschoolers will be among the first to feel the wrath of our quasi-GESTAPO for the young: there is an explicit paragraph in the law dealing with the Jugendamt's duty to enforce 'schulpflicht,' the 'punishment' for [homeschooling] automatically being the withdrawal of parental custody," he wrote.

He said although some officials had not yet signed the law, it appeared unstoppable.

In his own family's case, he must appear in court on June 18.

One of the higher-profile cases on which WND has reported was that of a teen who was taken by police to the psychiatric ward because she was homeschooled.

The courts ruled it was appropriate for a judge to order police officers to take Melissa Busekros, 15 at the time, into custody during January 2007.

Officials later declined to re-arrest after she simply fled state custody and returned to her family.

Wolfgang Drautz, consul general for the Federal Republic of Germany, has commented on the issue on a blog, noting the government "has a legitimate interest in countering the rise of parallel societies that are based on religion…."

Drautz said schools teach socialization, and as WND reported, that is important, as evident in the government's response when a German family wrote objecting to police officers picking their child up at home and delivering him to a public school.

"The minister of education does not share your attitudes toward so-called homeschooling," said a government letter. "... You complain about the forced school escort of primary school children by the responsible local police officers. ... In order to avoid this in future, the education authority is in conversation with the affected family in order to look for possibilities to bring the religious convictions of the family into line with the unalterable school attendance requirement."

Previous stories:
Girl sent to psych ward for homeschooling, parents billed
Prosecutor wants homeschool parents jailed
Homeschool family reaches England
Parents race to escape before court takes kids
Truancy hearing targets homeschooling mom
Homeschoolers facing $6,300 fine
American missionaries targeted for deportation
Courts offer homeschoolers zilch, expert says
Court gives Melissa back to family
Western homeschoolers need political asylum from democracy
3 families face fines, frozen accounts
'Youth worker' lies about homeschool student
5 'well-educated' kids put in state custody
Girl, 15, begs to return to homeschooling parents
Psych tests ordered for homeschooling parents
3rd Reich homeschool prohibition defended
Homeschool family told to give up 5 other kids
Homeschooler's parents allowed 1 visit a week
Court-ordered foster care replaces psych ward
Homeschool student disappears from psych ward
'Psych ward' homeschooler case goes international
Campaign launched on behalf of German teen
Police take home-taught student to psych ward
German homeschool advocate says Nazis have returned
Government declares war on homeschooling parents
'Pesky religion freedoms obstruct German society'
Achtung! Germany drags homeschool kids to class
Court upholds Nazi-era ban on homeschooling
Campaign to overturn law that jailed homeschool mom
Constitution threatened by homeschool case
Homeschool entrepreneurism catches fire
U.N. making homeschooling illegal?
Oprah acknowledges homeschoolers
Oprah's essay contest excludes homeschoolers
Charges against homeschoolers dropped, plainclothes cop fired
Funds raised for arrested homeschoolers
Abuse case prompts rethink of homeschool laws
Germany continues targeting homeschoolers
Homeschooled chess champ illegally truant?
7 homeschooling dads thrown in jail
Judges try to snatch homeschoolers
District sorry for homeschooler-terrorist link
Homeschoolers portrayed as terrorists
Homeschoolers hit campaign trail
Survey: Homeschoolers new political force
Related commentary:
Constitutional amendment for homeschoolers?
U.K. Government Tightens Leash on Homeschoolers: Fears Raised of Germany-Style Clampdown
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/uk-government-tightens-leash-on-homeschoolers-fears-raised-of-germany-style 

By Hilary White, London, June 11, 2009 
Under newly announced Labour government rules, local council authorities are authorized to enter private homes to interview children, without parents present, on their safety and “quality of education.” The new regulations have raised fears among Britain’s homeschooling community of a government attack on the rights of parents to educate their children at home. 

Families will be forced to register with authorities and could face criminal penalties if they are deemed to be inadequately educating their children. The compulsory program will be administered by local councils who will visit parents intending to homeschool within one month of registration. Parents and guardians, the rules say, “must provide a clear statement of their educational approach, intent and desired outcomes for the child over the following twelve months.” 

Homeschooling groups said they are “absolutely devastated” at the news. Annette Taberner, from the advocacy group Education Otherwise, said, “To suggest parents can continue to home educate but then give powers to local authorities to enter our homes and interview our children without an adult being present is just extraordinary.

“This is nothing short of an attempt to regulate the private lives of people. It is a very bad day for civil liberties in this country.”

A government review, that has been fully adopted, said that council authorities should have the right of access with just two weeks notice. Under the new rules, councils can impose compulsory school attendance orders based on home visit assessments. 

Maria Haynes, a homeschooling mother in Cheshire County told LifeSiteNews.com that in her view this latest wave of government pressure is just the beginning. Mrs. Haynes said, “They’re really just trying to get their claws on us.”

At the moment in Britain, homeschoolers are free to educate their children at home without restrictive government involvement. Under the current law, children in Britain must be educated, but the act does not require that they attend school. Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 of England and Wales on “compulsory education” says it is the “duty of parents to secure education of children of compulsory school age. The parent of every child of compulsory school age shall cause him to receive efficient full-time education ... either by regular attendance at school or otherwise.”

Mrs. Haynes said that it is on this crucial clause, “or otherwise,” that homeschoolers base their legal right to educate their children at home. It is this clause therefore, she said, that is most clearly threatened by Britain’s heavily statist government.  

Mrs. Haynes particularly pointed to a program in the UK’s schools formerly called “Connexions” and recently renamed “Every Child Matters” in which she says the school system works to break down ties between parents and children in favor of the state and secularist ideology. It is this program, she said, that the government would like to see extended to homeschooled children. 

Referring to the struggles of homeschooling families in Germany where the practice is outlawed and parents have been jailed, she said that there are fears that the new rules are “the beginning of going down that sort of avenue.” 

German Government Levels Crippling Fines, Threatens to Seize Custody of Son from Homeschooling Family

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/german-government-levels-crippling-fines-threatens-to-seize-custody-of-son- 

By Peter J. Smith, Berlin, July 10, 2009 
Another legal battle is brewing in Germany as yet another German family faces ruinous fines and the loss of custody of their son, because they have committed the crime of homeschooling. 

Hans and Petra Schmidt, residents of southern Bavaria, will appear in court for two separate hearings in order to defend their right to act as the primary educators of the children against the German state, which has outlawed homeschooling since 1938, the days of the Third Reich.

According to the International Human Rights Group (IHRG), the Schmidts are committed Christians, who chose to educate their children at home in order to preserve their two sons from the hostile moral and secular environment of German public schools. 

"I think this case shows the seriousness of the situation in Germany," said IHRG President Thornton. Thornton told LifeSiteNews.com (LSN) that the government has at least five different files on the Schmidt family, and thus far officials have denied requests to allow the family to view the content of the files.

"Even though there is only one child involved now, and the family has done an accomplished job with the other son, the government is increasing their attacks," said Thorton. 

Despite having educated their two children, Josua, 16, and Aaron, 14, for over nine years with great success, the government earlier this year initiated proceedings against the Schmidts as part of a clampdown on homeschooling families.

The state has leveled heavy fines on the Schmidt family to the tune of a staggering €13,000 ($18,300 USD), which has broken their finances and pushed them to the brink of bankruptcy.  Hans Schmidt has only a modest income through assisting those with disabilities to learn a trade at a vocational center. With the family unable to pay all 26 fines, the government has placed a lien on their home. 

Attorneys Armin and Gabriele Eckermann, of SchuzH, a German homeschooling advocacy group, along with IHRG, are representing the Schmidts in a July 21 trial over the payment of € 9,000. 

For the Schmidts, however, the greatest battle involves the Jugendamt (Youth Welfare Office), which has demanded custody of their youngest son, Aaron. The Jugendamt was created in 1937 for the purpose of effecting the uniform educational and social formation of the youth of the Third Reich at the direction of Fuehrer Adolf Hitler. The Jugendamt has repeatedly attempted to seize custody of German children in homeschooling families, with the most infamous case being the abduction of 15-year-old Melissa Busekros in the Busekros affair. (See coverage here, here, and here). 

"The Jugendamt are trying to take custody from the parents through the courts," Thornton told LSN. Thus far, the Jugendamt has not attempted to seize Aaron by force as they had done in the Busekros affair.  

According to IHRG, the Schmidts have made a good faith effort to prove to the authorities the effectiveness of their homeschooling - both sons were tested by school officials and proved their excellent academic and social competencies. Josua, 16, was awarded his high school diploma after scoring very high on the state exams, which are mandatory for graduation. Although Aaron also scored very high, German law makes him ineligible to receive his diploma until he is sixteen-years old, requiring him to continue compulsory school attendance in the state school system.

"It shows how much the German system hates permitting anyone to step outside accepted government educational practices," said Thornton. "If they were merely concerned with education they would not stop families who have proven their ability to match the State's abilities. In this case, however, the success of the family is not slowing down the government." 

Thornton told LSN that Johannes Hildebrandt, the same attorney who ultimately secured the right of Melissa to remain with her family, is representing the Schmidts in the custody case.

"We have to work with these families or Germany will soon be without any home school families," warned Thornton. "That type of an ending will embolden other countries, like Sweden, to follow in Germany's steps and that would mean the beginning of the end of parental rights like home schooling in Europe."

"The situation in Germany is getting worse, many families are now looking to leave the country to keep their families intact," said Thornton. "We are continuing to work to convince German officials of the foolishness of this approach, but frankly, as long as they are having success they will not back up."

Authorities have dealt increasingly with Germany's estimated 300-500 homeschoolers in a draconian manner consistent with a statist regime, as parents face imprisonment, heavy fines, the state seizure of their children, or are forced to seek asylum for their convictions in neighboring countries. However, the recent flight of German homeschooling parents Uwe and Hannelore Romeike and their family, seeking asylum in the United States, has begun to pique the interest of German media, opening up a possibility that the plight of homeschoolers may gain more attention from politicians.

"It does seem like there has been more interest in reporting on the homeschooling issue in German in the last couple of years," said attorney Mike Donnelly of the Home School Legal Defense Fund (HSLDA). "We are hoping that as the issue becomes more reported and talked about in the mainstream press which is starting to pick it up that it will become more an issue for politicians, and lead to a change in the laws and regulations on homeschooling," said HSLDA attorney Mike Donnelly.

Donnelly explained that the German state and the courts have viewed homeschooling as a "parallel society" in competition with the state. In the eyes of the state, they view, "If you control the kids, you control the culture."
"There is an element of totalitarianism in the way the Germans are treating the homeschooling community in their country. It is nothing like what was happening in World War II, of course, but it is hard not to draw parallels," said Donnelly. He stated that the German penchant for uniformity limits them from understanding that home school education is a mainstream alternative in much of Western society. While state authorities thus far have been unbending, Donnelly expressed hope that increasing media attention may open up the potential for change. 

"We are hoping that through cases of the Schmidts, Roemeikes, and others that it will get the attention of lawmakers and policymakers in Germany," said Donnelly. 
Related coverage by LifeSiteNews.com: 

German Parents Convicted after Withdrawing Daughter from Explicit Sex-Ed Program: Appeal Filed 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2009/apr/09042203.html 

German Homeschooling Family Applies for Asylum in US 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2008/nov/08111805.html 

German Homeschooling Parents Sentenced to Three Months in Prison 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2008/jun/08061910.html 

German Homeschooling Family Flees to England after Mayor Attempts to Seize Children 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2008/jan/08010906.html
Melissa - HomeSchooled Teen in Germany Begs for Help to Go Home to Family 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2007/mar/07031501.html
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Florida Quarterback Tebow Leaves Reporters Speechless: "Yes I am" Saving Myself for Marriage
https://www.lifesitenews.com/mobile/news/florida-quarterback-tebow-leaves-reporters-speechless-yes-i-am-saving-mysel  
By John Jalsevac, July 30, 2009
Last week Florida Gators Quarterback Tim Tebow's photo may have graced the cover of Sports Illustrated, the same magazine that is best known for its annual "swimsuit issue," but the contrast between the two cover stories couldn't have been more glaring.

At 21 years of age and graced with boyish good looks, Tebow is one of the most talked about rising stars of the NCAA; but the football superstar literally left reporters speechless last week when he answered a question during a press conference about whether or not he is "saving himself" for marriage. 
"Yes I am," said Tebow briefly, who then indicated he was ready for the next question. However, in the video of the press conference, a reporter is heard stumbling over his words in the background as he tries to ask a follow-up question. Tebow then laughs, obviously reacting to the reactions of the reporters in the room. 

"I think y'all were stunned by that," he says. "Y'all can't even ask a question. Wow. I mean, I was ready for that question. I don't think y'all were." 

It wasn't the only controversial remark that Tebow made that day. In response to another question about whether or not people may be tired of the volume of coverage devoted to the young football star, Tebow, a devout Christian, said that the level of exposure he receives is a mixed blessing. However, he said, he looks at the positive side that, thanks to his fame, he has been able to share his Christian faith with so many people.

In addition, the football star told the reporters that he believes that the publicity given to his mother's story has helped other women choose not to abort their unborn children. Tebow's mother, who serves as a Christian missionary together with her husband, was pressured to abort Tebow following a life-threatening infection she suffered while pregnant with him. Doctors pressured her to abort her son to save her own life, but she ultimately resisted the pressure and both mother and child survived the birth. 

"There has been a lot of people that have been encouraged not to have an abortion because they heard the story of my mom, or they have been encouraged because they have heard me give my faith on TV or in a report or something," said Tebow. "You know what, although there has been a backlash, oh, well. You know what, I'll deal with it if I have to. It's not a big deal to me because of the kids and people that have been encouraged by the stories we have tried to tell and by the life that I've tried to live."

Growing up Tebow would often help his parents with their Christian mission work in the Philippines. 
He was homeschooled by his mother, who instilled in her children strong Christian values.

Tebow was the first home-schooled athlete to be nominated for the Heisman Trophy. "That's really cool," he said at the time. "A lot of times people have this stereotype of homeschoolers as not very athletic - it's like, go win a spelling bee or something like that - it's an honor for me to be the first one to do that."

New Study Shows Homeschoolers Excel academically
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/new-study-shows-homeschoolers-excel-academically  
Homeschoolers, on average, scored 37% above public school students on standardized achievement tests

Purcellvile, Virginia, August 7, 2009
Today, the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) released a new study: the Progress Report 2009: Homeschool Academic Achievement and Demographics, conducted by Dr. Brian Ray of the National Home Education Research Institute, which surveyed 11,739 homeschooled students for the 2007-08 academic school year. The results were consistent with previous studies on homeschool academic achievement and showed that homeschoolers, on average, scored 37 percentile points above public school students on standardized achievement tests.

"These results validate the dedication of hundreds of thousands of homeschool parents who are giving their children the best education possible," said Michael Smith, president of HSLDA.

The Progress Report drew homeschoolers from 15 independent testing services and is the most comprehensive study of homeschool academic achievement ever completed.

While the academic results are impressive, the study also showed that the achievement gaps common to public schools were not found in the homeschool community.

Homeschooled boys (87th percentile) and girls (88th percentile) scored equally well; the income level of parents did not appreciably affect the results (household income under $35,000: 85th percentile - household income over $70,000: 89th percentile); and while parent education level did have some impact, even children whose parents did not have college degrees scored in the 83rd percentile, which is well above the national average for public school students. Homeschooled children whose parents both had college degrees scored in the 90th percentile.

"Because of the one-on-one instruction homeschoolers receive, we are prepared academically to be productive and contributing members of today's society," said Smith.

The average public school spends nearly $10,000 per child per year whereas the Progress Report shows that the average homeschool parent spends about $500 per child per year.

"Homeschooling is a rapidly growing, thriving education movement that is challenging the conventional wisdom about the best way to raise and educate the next generation," said Smith.

There are an estimated 2 million homeschooled children in the U.S. today, which is about 4% of the school-aged population, and homeschooling is growing at around 7% per year.

More details on the Progress Report  

Home School Legal Defense Association
https://hslda.org/content/docs/media/2009/200908100.asp 

P.O. Box 3000, Purcellville, VA 20134



	For Immediate Release
	Contact: Ian Slatter

	August 10, 2009
	(540) 338-8663


NEW STUDY SHOWS HOMESCHOOLERS EXCEL ACADEMICALLY


Purcellville, VA—Today, HSLDA released a new study: the Progress Report 2009: Homeschool Academic Achievement and Demographics, conducted by Dr. Brian Ray of the National Home Education Research Institute, which surveyed 11,739 homeschooled students for the 2007–08 academic school year. The results were consistent with previous studies on homeschool academic achievement and showed that homeschoolers, on average, scored 37 percentile points above public school students on standardized achievement tests.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                “Because of the one-on-one instruction homeschoolers receive, we are prepared academically to be productive and contributing members of today’s society,” said Smith.

The average public school spends nearly $10,000 per child per year whereas the Progress Report shows that the average homeschool parent spends about $500 per child per year.

“Homeschooling is a rapidly growing, thriving education movement that is challenging the conventional wisdom about the best way to raise and educate the next generation,” said Smith.
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For more details on the Progress Report.
Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) is a 26-year-old, 85,000 member non-profit organization and the preeminent national association advocating the legal right of parents to homeschool their children.
Socialist Sweden Moves to Ban Homeschooling for Religious or Philosophical Reasons
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/socialist-sweden-moves-to-ban-homeschooling-for-religious-or-philosophical - 
By Hilary White, Stockholm, August 11, 2009 
The Swedish Association for Home Education (ROHUS) is asking for support from the international community to stop an attempt by the Swedish government to outlaw homeschooling. The new legislation argues that because a child's education should be "comprehensive and objective" it must be "designed so that all pupils can participate, regardless of what religious or philosophical" views of parents or children. 

The government's explanation of the draft law says, "There is no need for the law to offer the possibility of homeschooling because of religious or philosophical reasons in the family." 

On June 15 the Swedish government unveiled the draft legislation which, if passed, would impose severe restrictions on parents wishing to homeschool their children. Citing the European Convention on Human Rights, the law only allows parents to homeschool if "extraordinary circumstances" exist. The programme being used must pass muster with state officials and authorities will inspect and monitor home schooling families. Permission to homeschool must be renewed each year. The final law will be presented to Parliament during the spring of 2010 and if passed, will take effect in 2011. 

ROHUS said the legislation represents "a return to darkness". The group noted the irony that the law, ostensibly based on the European Convention on Human Rights, proposes to outlaw homeschooling on religious or philosophical grounds. Article 9 of the Convention guarantees the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, including the right to manifest a religion or belief in worship, teaching, practice and observance. 

The Swedish Government, the group says, "is making homeschooling illegal, for religious or philosophical reasons, thus showing off its worst totalitarian socialist roots". They are calling for international support "to show that Sweden, as a member of the international democratic community, cannot take such a position". 

"As Sweden is often seen as the great social utopia of the world, it is important for Swedish homeschoolers to win this battle. Any and all help is appreciated immeasurably."

Parents who homeschool children in Sweden consistently report that the state-run schools are in a state of chaos due to their adoption of trendy "progressive" educational theories that have been out of use in other countries for years. At the website of Trivium Pursuit, a website that provides resources for homeschoolers interested in classical Christian education, a group of expatriate British, American and Australian parents wrote of their experiences with homeschooling in Sweden. 

One American woman wrote to say that the government's officially socialist educational philosophy has hampered any possible pursuit of excellence. "[N]o one could be 'better' than anyone else in their gifted areas, so there are no competitions like we have in the US, like the science fairs, etc."

Another wrote that "the Swedish school system still has not realized that the rest of the world changed curriculum directions some time ago". One English mother, married to a Swedish man, said she was worried about the impact of the Swedish system that eschews traditional grading systems on their son. "Our main worry is the 'no-one should aspire to be better' mentality that pervades here in schools and the bullying which is increasing dramatically." 

To contact the Swedish education ministry directly: skollagen@education.ministry.se. 
To sign the Swedish Association for Home Education petition 

Related LifeSiteNews.com coverage: 
Leftist Party in Sweden Proposes to Force Christian Pastors to Perform Homosexual 'Weddings' 

Sweden to Suppress Religion in Schools - Proposal That Britain do the same 

Swedish Pastor Sentenced to Month in Prison for Preaching Against Homosexuality
Homeschoolers excel academically
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=2913 

By Susan Brinkmann, August 12, 2009
One of the most extensive studies ever taken of homeschooled student achievement found that students schooled at home score, on average, 37 points higher than public school students on standardized achievement tests.

LifeSiteNews.com is reporting that the study, entitled Progress Report 2009: Homeschool Academic Achievement and Demographics, was conducted by the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) and surveyed 11,739 students. The results of higher academic achievement levels by homeschoolers over their public school counterparts is consistent with the findings of previous studies.

“These results validate the dedication of hundreds of thousands of homeschool parents who are giving their children the best education possible,” said Michael Smith, president of HSLDA.

The study found that homeschooled boys (87th percentile) and girls (88th percentile) scored equally well and that the income level of their parents had little or no impact on their achievement levels. It also found that parent education levels had some impact, but even children schooled by parents who did not have a college degree scored in the 83rd percentile, which is well above the national average for public school students. Homeschooled children whose parents both had college degrees scored in the 90th percentile.

“Because of the one-on-one instruction homeschoolers receive, we are prepared academically to be productive and contributing members of today’s society,” said Smith.

The average public school spends nearly $10,000 per child per year whereas the Progress Report shows that the average homeschool parent spends about $500 per child per year.

“Homeschooling is a rapidly growing, thriving education movement that is challenging the conventional wisdom about the best way to raise and educate the next generation,” said Smith.

There are an estimated 2 million homeschooled children in the U.S. today, which is about four percent of the school-aged population, and homeschooling is growing at around seven percent per year.
Homeschoolers Beat National Average on ACT Test
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/homeschoolers-beat-national-average-on-act-test
Columnist says, "Homeschooling is the sleeping giant of the American education system"

Purcellville, Va., August 25, 2009
Recently, ACT published its results for 2009. Like the SAT, the ACT is a nationally administered, standardized test that helps colleges evaluate candidates. On a scale of 1-36 homeschoolers scored an average of 22.5, which beat the national average of 21.1. "This is a remarkable achievement and shows that homeschool parents are successfully preparing their children for college," said Michael Smith, president of HSLDA. 

According to ACT officials, research shows that high achievement on the ACT strongly indicates a "greater likelihood of success in college." Success on the ACT test also reveals that the courses taken by high school students to prepare for college have been effective. 

A total of 1.48 million students took the ACT in 2009 which included 11,535 homeschoolers or just under 1 percent of the total. 

The new ACT results also support the numerous studies which show that homeschoolers are out-performing their public school peers in K-12. The latest study from the National Home Education Research Institute shows that the average homeschooler scores 37 percentile points higher on standardized achievement test than the average public schooled student. 

It has always been the position of homeschool advocates that the one-on-one instruction provided by dedicated parents is a more effective way to educate children. It's also much cheaper. 

The average public school spends $10,000 per child per year whereas the average homeschooler spends $500 per child per year. Homeschooling is also growing rapidly. The National Center for Education Statistics, part of the Federal Department of Education, estimates that homeschooling is growing at around 7% per year. 

Due to the success and growth of the homeschool movement Washington Post education columnist Jay Mathews recently concluded that, "Homeschooling is the sleeping giant of the American education system." 
Persecuted German Homeschool Family Facing September Custody Hearing
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/persecuted-german-homeschool-family-facing-september-custody-hearing  
By Hilary White, August 27, 2009 
Human rights advocates are calling the case of a German homeschooling family "a critical human rights battle." On September 22nd, the Schmidt family of southern Bavaria in Germany will face a hearing in which government officials will decide if they may keep custody of one of their sons. 

Hans and Petra Schmidt have been teaching their children, Josua, 16, and Aaron, 14, for more than nine years in an attempt to shield them from what they hold to be a hostile moral and heavily secularised environment in German public schools. To date the Schmidts have been forced to pay nearly 13,000 Euros (US $18,300) in home schooling fines and have had a lien placed on their home by the government.

But worse than fines is the threat by the Jugendamt, or Youth Office, to remove one of their children from the home entirely. The family's younger son, Aaron is still subject to the mandatory school attendance laws.
The Schmidts have been in talks with local authorities in hope of finding a suitable arrangement in which Aaron could continue to be taught at home without forcing the family into bankruptcy by fines. Although the children were tested by the school authorities and found to have extraordinarily high academic abilities and to be socially competent, officials are still threatening to seize the younger boy. It is commonly held by the German authorities that homeschooled children are socially maladjusted.

The family is being defended with the help of the International Human Rights Group (IHRG), based in Rome, Georgia. The IHRG informed LifeSiteNews.com that the family's plight will be the subject of a documentary news report by a correspondent for the 700 Club, a news talk show of the Christian Broadcasting Network. The IHRG is calling the Schmidt case "a critical human rights battle" and is asking the international community for financial support in the case. 

Germany is undertaking a crackdown on homeschooling families who face crippling fines, the seizure of their children and even prison for continuing to teach their children at home. In 1938, Hitler's Germany outlawed homeschooling which ban is one of the few bills introduced by the Nazi regime that is still on the books today.  Recently legal aid and human rights organisations have noted that homeschooling Christian families in Germany are opting to leave the country rather than break up families or submit to ruinous fines. 

Last year the parents of a homeschooling family in the state of Hesse, Juergen and Rosemarie Dudek, were each sentenced to three months in prison. In 2007 the case of the Busekros family became internationally notorious when 15 year-old Melissa Busekros was abducted by government officials, aided by 15 police officers, and locked up in a child psychiatric unit because she had been homeschooled. Files on Melissa stated that she was locked up because she "considers herself healthy and her behaviour fully normal" and, hence, she needed "urgent help in a closed setting" where she would get "special education treatment to ensure schooling." 
Writing recently for Brussels Journal, Thomas Landen detailed the difficulties of being a believing Christian family in modern Germany. Landen wrote that two years ago, a Baptist couple from Eastern Westphalia kept their two sons, then 9- and 8-years old, home from school on two occasions when their school had scheduled a sex-education theatre play called "Mein Körper gehört mir" (My Body Belongs to Me). The authorities took the parents to court where they were convicted. The case made its way up to the Bundesverfassungsgericht, Germany's Constitutional Court in Karlsruhe, the highest court in the land, which also convicted them.

This month, Germany's Supreme Court ruled that "the religious conviction of a minority" is subordinated to "a contradictory tradition of a differently inclined majority." The court fined the parents to a fine of 80 Euros. The Court declared that "Consequently, the paternal right to raise children is restricted, in a constitutionally permissible way, by the concretization of the state's obligation to ensure a universal duty to compulsive school attendance."

In Sweden and Britain, there is growing concern among homeschooling families over government hostility to homeschooling. There are growing fears that these governments are attempting to impose similar restrictions to those of Germany. 

But homeschooling advocates are hopeful that the publicity surrounding such cases as that of the Schmidts will raise an international outcry against government persecution. 

Mike Donnelly of the Home School Legal Defense Fund, said, "It does seem like there has been more interest in reporting on the homeschooling issue in German in the last couple of years."

"We are hoping that as the issue becomes more reported and talked about in the mainstream press which is starting to pick it up that it will become more an issue for politicians, and lead to a change in the laws and regulations on homeschooling."

"We are hoping that through cases of the Schmidts, Roemeikes, and others that it will get the attention of lawmakers and policymakers in Germany," said Donnelly.
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NH Court Orders Homeschooler into Public School to Expose Her to Different Faith Views
https://catholicexchange.com/nh-court-orders-homeschooler-into-public-school-to-expose-her-to-different-faith-views 

LACONIA, New Hampshire, August 27, 2009 (LifeSiteNews.com)
An Alliance Defense Fund allied attorney asked a New Hampshire court Monday to reconsider its decision after it ordered a 10-year-old homeschooled girl to attend public school in order to remedy the girl's lack of exposure to "a variety of points of view" in matters of faith.

Although the marital master making recommendations to the court agreed the child is "well liked, social and interactive with her peers, academically promising, and intellectually at or superior to grade level" and that "it is clear that the home schooling...has more than kept up with the academic requirements of the...public school system," he nonetheless proposed that the Christian girl be ordered into a government-run school after considering "the impact of [her religious] beliefs on her interaction with others."  The court approved the order.  
"Parents have a fundamental right to make educational choices for their children.  In this case specifically, the court is illegitimately altering a method of education that the court itself admits is working," said ADF-allied attorney John Anthony Simmons of Hampton.  

"The court is essentially saying that the evidence shows that, socially and academically, this girl is doing great, but her religious beliefs are a bit too sincerely held and must be sifted, tested by, and mixed among other worldviews.  This is a step too far for any court to take."

The parents of the child divorced in 1999.  The mother has home-schooled their daughter since first grade with curriculum that meets all state review standards.  In addition to home schooling, the girl attends supplemental public school classes and has also been involved in a variety of extra-curricular sports activities.

In the process of renegotiating the terms of a parenting plan for the girl, the guardian ad litem involved in the case concluded, according to the court order, that the girl "appeared to reflect her mother's rigidity on questions of faith" and that the girl's interests "would be best served by exposure to a public school setting."  

It was also concluded that "different points of view at a time when she must begin to critically evaluate multiple systems of belief...in order to select, as a young adult, which of those systems will best suit her own needs."

Marital Master Michael Garner reasoned that the girl's "vigorous defense of her religious beliefs to [her] counselor suggests strongly that she has not had the opportunity to seriously consider any other point of view," and then recommended that the girl be ordered to enroll in a government school instead of being home-schooled.  

Judge Lucinda V. Sadler approved the recommendation and issued the order on July 14.

"The New Hampshire Supreme Court itself has specifically declared, 'Home education is an enduring American tradition and right,'" said ADF Senior Legal Counsel Mike Johnson.  "There is clearly and without question no legitimate legal basis for the court's decision, and we trust it will reconsider its conclusions."

A Just War Theory of Homeschooling 

http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=6871&Itemid=121&ed=1 

By William Fahey, September 14, 2009  
Given the increasing popularity of homeschooling among faithful Catholics, it is vital that those who practice it -- or are thinking about trying it for their children -- have a fully Catholic understanding of the family and the nature and meaning of education. Without it, their good intentions can go astray, following the exaggerated individualism of the culture instead of the mind of the Church.

Some enthusiasts claim that homeschooling is the Catholic approach to a child's education, but neither history nor the teaching of the Church supports this exclusivity. Though homeschooling is an important and virtuous pursuit, some families are drawn to it through a mistaken ideology -- a shadow image of Catholic culture, Catholic education, and the family itself.

Catholic and Western tradition have always held that education is communal. Since man is a political or social animal -- as Aristotle, Cicero, and St. Thomas Aquinas tell us -- we must never neglect the communal dimension of education. Nothing short of complete family engagement -- father, mother, and child -- in the learning process will secure a proper education. Families may come to grave peril if fathers remain disengaged from their children's education, or if other families are not sought out and some degree of inter-family education is attempted.

Of course, by this I do not mean something so simple as the "socialization" of students, which critics of homeschooling often throw at us -- the old argument that if John and Mary do not have an opportunity to eat bologna sandwiches on the playground with 300 students and talk about Hannah Montana, they will grow up to be social deviants. The "value of socialization" is usually a code for the regimented ethic of pop culture, which has no virtue and is of no importance.

I mean something much more radical and (perhaps initially) more difficult for homeschoolers to accept: that education is for the perfection of the child, and the child is perfected for a life in society.

Stated more controversially: The common approach to homeschooling today is inherently dangerous, because it may go against what our entire Western tradition and the Catholic Church herself teach about the education of the young -- that education should not be done in the home, at least not for long, except during a time and place of crisis.

For many, perhaps the majority of Catholics, they are now in a time and place of crisis. Still, it is important to establish the norms of education, from which we can examine its various forms.

Let us consider three Church pronouncements. First, Pope Pius XI, in his encyclical on education, Divini Illius Magistri:

Education is essentially a social and not a mere individual activity.... The family is an imperfect society, since it has not in itself all the means for its own complete development; whereas civil society is a perfect society, having in itself all the means for its particular end.

The Second Vatican Council's document on Education, Gravissimam Educationis, affirms this social goal of education: 

Education, the fathers wrote "is directed toward the formation of the human person in view of his final end and the good of that society to which he belongs and in the duties which he will, as an adult, have a share."

Most recently, the Church's Compendium of Social Doctrine states:

Parents are the first educators, not the only educators, of their children. It belongs to them, therefore, to exercise with responsibility their educational activity in close and vigilant cooperation with civil and ecclesial agencies.

The Compendium goes on to describe the "primary importance" of parents working with "scholastic institutions" in the education of their children.
All these documents have wonderful sections setting forth the principles by which we educate our children as faithful Catholics. The documents clearly allow, and in some instances may indirectly encourage, homeschooling without mentioning it specifically. What's more, they are critical of any form of education that jeopardizes the child's moral and spiritual development.

Nevertheless, it is essential to keep in mind a simple truth: Homeschooling can also become a destructive ideology.

Contrary to the Catholic understanding of education, there is a rising individualism that is worming its way into our literature on homeschooling. Homeschooling in this nation was spearheaded by the hippies of the 1960s and has largely been embraced by Protestants; some 95 percent of homeschoolers today are Protestants, and the tone of the literature and materials often reflects that make-up.

More alarming, homeschooling has risen alongside home-churching. The "Non serviam" banner has long been unfurled by those who do not wish to recognize the sovereignty of Christ in the temporal or ecclesiastical order. Homeschooling at all levels is not rooted in either the Western tradition or -- as the documents mentioned above illustrate -- in the Catholic tradition. It is a proper response to a crisis within society and (we must be very sad to admit) within some quarters of the Church.

By analogy, war -- justly pursued -- is a legitimate response to a threat to a community's life. Yet war is not a norm, even if it is regularly present or must be sustained for long periods. What I am calling for is a sort of "just war theory" of homeschooling. After all, we are engaged in the defense of hearth, home, and the families entrusted to us. Should we not also have carefully thought-out principles of education rooted in natural law, Scripture, and the Catholic tradition? Should we not also have an objective for this struggle beyond the solitary education of a child?

I see no end to the current crisis that calls for homeschooling, and I am glad that the principles of Catholic education allow it and encourage it as a vehicle for the good. Nevertheless, homeschoolers need to take steps to ensure that their education program preserves the goal of traditional teaching: the perfection of the person for God's glorification and living a life of service and sanctification in human society.

The recognition that homeschooling is itself an emergency measure should offer much needed assistance to parents -- especially mothers -- who labor in the often exhausting task of being the principal, cafeteria staff, gym coach, bus driver, hall monitor, and (lest we forget) teacher of every subject. What's more, the feelings of isolation and inadequacy so common to homeschooling parents should be recognized as the natural response to stress in the face of crisis. They point to something "unnatural" about the total education of the child at home: Homeschooling calls for a heroic life, but the Church has never held that it is necessary for parents to lead a heroic life in the pursuit of simple, natural things.

Biology and vocation do not always overlap. I have a vocation to marriage, which has borne fruit in children; and a vocation to teach, which has borne fruit in a life as a college professor. But the parenting of children does not secure the teaching vocation: My having participated in the creation of a son or daughter does not in itself authorize or prepare me for the teaching of geometry or history or Latin or any particular subject. By natural law and Church authority, I have a right to see to the proper moral education of my children -- but that I have children does not endow us to be grammarians. My right to secure an education does not mean I have infused talents as an educator or rights to a teaching vocation.

Recalling and pursuing the communal dimension of education will do much to curb the tendency towards ideology. The following are three recommendations to support or reanimate our commitment to the communal nature of education:

1. Frequent Mass attendance. (Daily Mass is wonderful, but in many circumstances it is not an option.)

2. The formation of family educational "cells" -- shared teaching, shared projects, swapping of class, regular art shows and contests between families, and pageants for the high holy days. As in most stressful endeavors, when the burden is shared it grows lighter. The homeschooling family thus can and should become the new foundation of the revitalization of Catholic schools.

3. A commitment to seeking stable co-operative meetings and classes within parishes when possible.

The key here is to maintain a positive desire to unite with other kindred families in the educational act (even if circumstances or prudence do not allow it). Education must remain communal in intent if it is to remain true to natural law and Catholic teaching. It goes without saying that Catholic families should pray for the restoration of Catholic schools; Catholic families should aspire to the noble role before them: the seed bed of schools. Again, consider Pius XI:

Since, however, the younger generations must be trained in the arts and sciences for the advantage and prosperity of civil society, and since the family of itself is unequal to this task, it was necessary to create that social institution, the school. But let it be borne in mind that this institution owes its existence to the initiative of the family and of the Church, long before it was undertaken by the State.

My wife and I homeschool, and I know personally that homeschooling can be filled with many joyful moments and graces (in addition to being a good way to form the child intellectually and spiritually). My own experience of teaching my children Latin, history, the Catechism, and natural history has been very rewarding. What is more, it has deepened my love for my children and my own appreciation and gratitude for my vocation as a father.

Thinking of homeschooling as a "just war" pursuit is perhaps dramatic, but the analogy may be necessary to make us take another look at our actions in this foundational area. Good parenting, even with intact and wholesome schools present, will always involve the parents in the education of their children.

William Fahey is president of the Thomas More College of Liberal Arts in Merrimack, New Hampshire. 

This article was adapted from a speech presented at the New England Catholic Home School Conference on June 6, 2009.

Readers have left 70 comments.

'Homeschooling is the new black' http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=6943&Itemid=80#jreactions 

By Margaret Cabaniss, September 28, 2009
Salon has never been a site to shrink from controversy, and they're inviting plenty of it with a new series they're running on homeschooling. The opening article by senior writer Andrew O'Hehir, "Confessions of a Home-Schooler," outlines his and his wife's reasons for choosing to homeschool their twin five-year-old children.

It's an interesting article for a few reasons: One, it's written by a man. With a few notable exceptions, this is a debate that's often led by women. Two, the author and his wife self-identify as urban progressives -- much like the Salon readership in political outlook -- who are nevertheless questioning the received liberal wisdom about family structure and the importance of "formal" education.

His arguments will sound familiar to homeschooling readers of this site: questioning the notion that children need a curriculum-based classroom routine at the age of five; that "socialization" is arguably achieved better when not regimented by "enclosed, age-homogeneous pods"; and his answer to the never-ending question of "why":

We're not ready to surrender our kids, and ourselves, to a 10-month-a-year, all-day institution whose primary goal, at least at this age, seems to be teaching kids how to function within a 10-month-a-year, all-day institution. Our kids are learning plenty -- not exactly the same things other kindergarteners learn, I suppose, but plenty. They're making friends and having fun. They can go to the beach on gorgeous fall afternoons, or hit zoos and museums on crisp winter mornings, when other kids are sitting at desks doing worksheets about the letter B. Hell, I wish I could do it.

If I really felt like spilling my guts to Mrs. Rest Stop, I'd tell her that home schooling can be a difficult and draining way to live. Leslie gets overloaded and loses her temper sometimes. After a day as home-school mommy she can be so exhausted that she makes it halfway through a glass of wine and passes out at 9 o'clock. I get distracted and irritable, torn between my demanding work schedule and my desire to unplug the computer and spend time with my weird, adventurous family. I could also assure her that we wouldn't be doing this if it didn't come with a host of unexpected delights.

One thing did stick in my craw: For all his efforts to dispel myths about homeschoolers, he may be helping to perpetuate a persistent stereotype about religious homeschoolers. From the article:

Home schooling has become a lot more mainstream and diverse in recent years, but familiar stereotypes endure. As Alicia Bayer, a Minnesota home-schooler and blogger who's one of Leslie's online mentors, puts it, "People think we're all conservative Christians who hate the government and wear denim jumpers."

It's not clear whether he means that all homeschoolers suffer unjustly from this stereotype, or that "normal" homeschoolers are different from those "religious" ones...who hate the government and wear said jumpers. Of course, there are uber-conservative homeschoolers out there -- just as there are "back-to-the-land types who live in sod houses without electricity" -- but that hardly describes the majority of religious homeschoolers these days. Christians have been fighting the denim-jumper image for a long time, and it looks like they'll have more work to do, if O'Hehir believes it applies in any widespread way here.

But that's one of the few off notes in a generally interesting article. Even more interesting may be how Salon readers react -- and where the series goes next.

Readers have left 22 comments.

US Homeschooling Hero Close to Death 

https://www.theaquilareport.com/us-homeschooling-hero-close-to-death/ 
By Hilary White, Colorado Springs, October 1, 2009 
A major figure in the worldwide effort to provide legal protection for homeschoolers is seriously ill with complications related to multiple sclerosis. The family and colleagues of Chris Klicka, an attorney with the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA), said he is not likely to return to his Virginia home and are asking for prayers after Klicka became critically ill with infections and problems with blood pressure. 

Klicka's condition has been deteriorating since late August, as he has lost more mobility and the ability to swim, walk or stand, according to family members. On Saturday, September 26, his wife Tracy Klicka wrote on the family's blog of her husband's desire to attend a national homeschooling conference to "say goodbye ourselves to these dear homeschool leaders and friends."  

Klicka was taken to the emergency room of a hospital in Colorado Springs on Friday in critical condition. On Sunday, with her husband in the ICU at St. Francis Medical Center, Tracy Klicka wrote, "Chris is close to going home [to God] we believe. He is fairly unconscious, non-responsive and has had no nutrition since Thursday except hydration and electrolyte and glucose supplementation." "With almost complete certainty, he will not be coming home to Virginia."

Yesterday, Tracy wrote that Chris's condition had stabilized and the fluid on his lungs had reduced and he is being moved into home hospice care with a local family.  

Klicka is Senior Counsel of the HSLDA as well as Director of State and International Relations. As such he has become a leading figure in the fight for families from Europe who face the removal of their children and even arrest and prison sentences by governments. He is also the author of several books including Home Schooling: The Right Choice, The Heart of Home Schooling, and his latest book, Home School Heroes.

On the family's blog CaringBridge, Klicka's family said they have been "overwhelmed" by the responses from supporters and that they are grateful for the inquiries about financial donations. 
The HSLDA is the world's leading non-profit legal defense organization for homeschooling families and represents thousands of such families in the US and Europe. The group has spent years lobbying in Washington and at the state level for the rights of homeschoolers under the US constitution and through affiliation with European groups for those who operate in countries where homeschooling is under threat. 

US Homeschooling Hero Christopher Klicka Passes Away 
By Thaddeus M. Baklinski, October 13, 2009 (LifeSiteNews.com)
Christopher J. Klicka, Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) Senior Counsel and Director of State and International Relations, died yesterday at the age of 48 after a 15-year battle with multiple sclerosis.

An attorney, spokesman, lobbyist, and homeschooling husband and father, Chris is survived by his wife, Tracy, their seven children (ages 11-21), and his parents, Ardath and George Klicka.

"Chris was both a people person and a goal person. He cared deeply about people, but was also driven to always do more!" said HSLDA President J. Michael Smith in a press release.

"He was the most determined person I ever met in my life. Even with all the things he accomplished every day at HSLDA, he continually wanted to tackle new challenges and serve homeschoolers in more and better ways. He was so focused on the homeschooling world, but he was also very much focused on his family and dedicated to raising his children."

Chris was an integral part of the Home School Legal Defense Association's staff for 24 years, being HSLDA's first full-time employee, first executive director, and first full-time attorney.

He believed passionately that homeschooling was the best educational method for children and demonstrated that passion in every area of his life.

"Chris's accomplishments as a lawyer for homeschooling are clear and of value that cannot be overstated. He was one of the most important pioneers of our movement," said HSLDA Chairman Mike Farris.

"He believed that this truly is God's way to teach children to love God. He believed it deeply. His conviction was infectious. He was a man of single-hearted devotion that I have never, ever seen equaled. The passion that Chris felt for the mission to which God called him never, ever, ever, ever dimmed, even slightly."

The HSLDA is the world's leading non-profit legal defense organization for homeschooling families and represents thousands of such families in the US, Canada and Europe. The group has spent years lobbying in Washington and at the state level for the rights of homeschoolers under the US constitution and through affiliation with European groups for those who operate in countries where homeschooling is under threat. Read HSLDA's tribute to Christopher J. Klicka here.

NH Supreme Court Accepts Case of Home-schooled Girl Forced to Attend Public School 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/ajax/email-article/news/nh-supreme-court-accepts-case-of-home-schooled-girl-forced-to-attend-public  
By Peter J. Smith, Concord, New Hampshire, November 25, 2009 
The New Hampshire Supreme Court has agreed to hear the case of a ten-year-old home-schooled girl who was ordered into a public school by a family court judge, who decided that the girl, who is Christian, had not been exposed to enough alternative viewpoints.

The daughter of parents who divorced in her infancy, Amanda Kurowski had been ordered into public school by family court Judge Lucinda V. Sadler on the recommendation of Marital Master Michael Garner and the testimony of the girl's court-appointed counselor, the Guardian ad Litem (GAL), who argued that Amanda needed exposure to "multiple systems of belief and behavior." 

The GAL serves as a fact-finder for the court in developing a renegotiated parenting plan for Amanda's parents, who sharply disagree over Amanda's Christian-based home-school education. GAL reported that Amanda was found to "lack some youthful characteristics," which the counselor attributed to her upbringing, testifying, "[Amanda] appeared to reflect her mother's rigidity on questions of faith."

In conclusion, the GAL recommended to the Martial Master adjudicating the dispute that Amanda "would be best served by exposure to different points of view at a time in her life when she must begin to critically evaluate multiple systems of belief and behavior and cooperation in order to select, as a young adult, which of those systems will best suit her own needs."

Amanda Kurowksi has been educated at home by her mother Brenda Voydatch since the first grade, learning her mother's Christian faith and values, while at the same time following the state's educational standards. However, the girl's father, Martin Kurowski, who has been divorced from Voydatch since 1999, opposes homeschooling on the grounds that Amanda does not experience "adequate socialization" and requested that she be placed in public school.

Voydatch tried to ameliorate her ex-husband's concerns by enrolling Amanda in Spanish classes, physical education and other extracurricular classes on top of her church and other extra-curricular activities, but homeschooling remained the prime issue in renegotiating the parenting plan.

Even though the court found Amanda to be well-educated and socialized, Sadler issued a July 14 order to have Amanda removed from her homeschooling environment on the basis of the Garner's recommendation that Amanda's "vigorous defense of her religious beliefs to [her] counselor suggests strongly that she has not had the opportunity to seriously consider any other point of view."
The Alliance Defense Fund (ADF), a Christian public advocacy group, has intervened in the case on behalf of Amanda and her mother.  

"Courts can settle disputes, but they cannot legitimately order a child into a government-run school on the basis that her religious views need to be mixed with other views," said John Simmons, a Hampton attorney allied with the ADF working on the case. "That's precisely what the lower court admitted it is doing in this case, and that's where our concern lies."

The ADF says it is hopeful about the state high court's intervention, since the New Hampshire Supreme Court ruled in 2006 that, "Home education is an enduring American tradition and right."

Simmons stated that Sadler's court "illegitimately altered a method of education that the court itself stated is working."

"It admitted the girl is 'well liked, social and interactive with her peers, academically promising, and intellectually at or superior to grade level,' but then it ordered her out of the home schooling she loves so that her religious views will be challenged at a government school," said Simmons. "That's where the court went too far." 

Judge Sadler, who presides over the Family Division of the Judicial Court for Belknap County in Laconia, denied on September 17 a motion filed by Simmons to reconsider and stay her previous decision, declaring that Amanda "is at an age when it can be expected that she would benefit from the social interaction and problem solving she will find in public school, and granting a stay would result in a lost opportunity for her."

"We are concerned anytime a court oversteps its bounds to tread on the right of a parent to make sound educational choices, or to discredit the inherent value of the home schooling option," said ADF Senior Legal Counsel Mike Johnson.  "The lower court effectively determined that it would be a 'lost opportunity' if a child's Christian views are not sifted and challenged in a public school setting. We regard that as a dangerous precedent."

New U.K. Bill Requires Homeschooled Children be registered with Authorities 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/new-uk-bill-requires-homeschooled-children-be-registered-with-authorities  
By Hilary White, London, November 26, 2009
The British government announced last week their acceptance of the Badman Review of home education and introduced the new Children, Schools and Families Bill that will require home educated children to be registered with the local authorities. 

Undertaken by Graham Badman, the former Director of Children's Services at Kent County Council, the review of home education has been denounced by homeschoolers as a "stitch-up" and a "statist" piece of government propaganda. 

Annette Taberner of the homeschool support organisation Education Otherwise, who met twice with Graham Badman during the course of the review, said, "In a rapidly changing world, government could learn much from the good practice of home educators - instead it has decided to bring forward legislation that will stamp it out."

Homeschooling families were furious at the review's results and say the new bill will mean the effective end of the rights of the family in education. The bill will follow recommendations that homeschooling families be subjected to spot-checks by local authorities, and that authorities can interview homeschooled children without the presence of their parents. 

Taberner said, "To suggest parents can continue to home educate but then give powers to local authorities to enter our homes and interview our children without an adult being present is just extraordinary. This is nothing short of an attempt to regulate the private lives of people. 

"It is a very bad day for civil liberties in this country."

Taberner's group, along with numerous individual homeschooling families, has charged Badman with an anti-family bias and have cited poor research methods and the scarcity of evidence of the need for the changes as the basis for their complaints. At least one MP has called the new measures the preliminary to a government clampdown on homeschoolers that will be an "infringement of civil liberties." 

Mark Field, Conservative MP for the Cities of London and Westminster, called for a debate on the issue. Field said that despite government assurances that it had no plans to change parents' legal right to educate their children at home, his homeschooling constituents had warned that the government's "hype should not be believed." 

In its announcement of the impending review in January, the government used language that linked homeschooling with child abuse. Children's minister, Baroness Delyth Morgan, said it was necessary to investigate "claims that home education could be used as a 'cover' for child abuse such as neglect, forced marriage, sexual exploitation or domestic servitude."

Mark Field told the House of Commons, "Government are manipulating current anxiety about child abuse to intrude further into home education when they have little legal right to do so."

Any action the government takes from the Badman review, Field warned, "could affect the balance of power between civil liberties and state intervention, whether one is innocent until proven guilty or guilty until proven innocent."

The government admitted, however, that it had no evidence for homeschooling being associated with abuse, merely unspecified "allegations." But the mere suggestion was enough to rile up homeschooling parents, one of whom wrote that, "Home educating parents should be entitled to the same assumption of innocence and competence that parents of schooled children enjoy until there is evidence to the contrary."

The government also said it would investigate "whether local authorities and other public agencies are able to effectively discharge their duties and responsibilities for safeguarding and ensuring a suitable education for all children." However, the law in Britain specifically says that education of children is primarily in the hands of parents, not the state. 

Experts estimate that as many as 50,000 British youngsters are educated at home. Many parents have made the choice to homeschool due to increasing reports of the continued disintegration of the state-controlled school system. Parents often list bullying and the inadequacies of the state curriculum as reasons to keep their children out of schools. 

New Study: Home-Educated Canadian Adults Excel 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/new-study-home-educated-canadian-adults-excel  
By Patrick B. Craine, London, Ontario, December 3, 2009 
A new study released yesterday by the Canadian Centre for Home Education (CCHE) reveals that home-educated adults in Canada excel in all measured areas of adult life, including education level, religious observance, civic and community participation, life satisfaction, and income.

The study, entitled Fifteen Years Later: Home-Educated Canadian Adults, surveyed adults whose parents had responded to a 1994 study on home education.  In total, the researchers collected 226 questionnaires.  Ranging in age from 15 to 34, the respondents answered questions on a variety of topics for which Statistics Canada has comparable data from the wider population.

The results were astounding, says CCHE.

The study found that, when measured against the Canadian average, home-educated adults were more socially engaged and almost twice as likely to have voted in a federal election. Their average income was higher, with more self-reliant sources of income, such as investments and self-employment.  In fact, of all respondents, there were no cases of government support as the primary source of income.

The respondents were happier in their work and about their lives in general.  They also have more varied recreational pursuits.  The study notes, for example, that the respondents "were much more likely than the comparable population to have read books and attended concerts of classical music or theatrical performances."  Overall, when reflecting on the value of being home-educated, most felt that it was an advantage in their adult life.

"In terms of income, education, entrepreneurial endeavours, involvement in their community, and all the other characteristics measured, home-educated adults not only excel, but also make meaningful contributions to their communities," stated Paul Faris, president of CCHE.  "They are the type of neighbours we all want."

The full study and a synopsis are available here. 
Swedish Government Seizes Child from Home Schooling Family

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/swedish-government-seizes-child-from-home-schooling-family
Gotland, Sweden, December 23, 2009 
A Christian home schooling family could permanently lose custody of their only child simply because they home-school. Attorneys with the Alliance Defense Fund (ADF) and the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) are joining forces as legal advisors to the family in order to persuade the Swedish government to return the seven-year-old child to his parents.

“Parents have the right and authority to make decisions regarding their children’s education without government interference,” said ADF Legal Counsel Roger Kiska, who is based in Europe. “This is about a socialist government trying to create a cookie-cutter child in its own image. Without help, the parents in these cases are really powerless since the system is so one sided.”

Swedish authorities forcibly removed Dominic Johansson from his parents, Christer and Annie Johansson, in June of last year from a plane they had boarded to move to Annie’s home country of India. The officials did not have a warrant nor have they charged the Johanssons with any crime. The officials seized the child because they believe home schooling is an inappropriate way to raise a child and insist the government should raise Dominic instead.

“It’s one of the most disgraceful abuses of power we have ever witnessed,” said HSLDA attorney Mike Donnelly. “The Swedish government says it is exercising its authority under the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child in their unnecessary break up of this family.  In addition, the Swedish Parliament is considering an essential ban on home schooling. We have heard that other home-schooling families in Sweden are having more difficulty with local officials. We fear that all home-schooling families in that country are at risk.”

Swedish social services initially limited visitation to the child to two hours per week but now have curtailed that to one hour every fifth week and no visit at all for Christmas because the social workers will be on vacation.

On Dec. 17, a Swedish court ruled in Johansson v. Gotland Social Services that the government was within its rights to seize the child. They cited the fact that Dominic had not been vaccinated as a reason to remove him permanently from his parents and also claimed that home-schoolers do not perform well academically and are not well socialized. The ordeal has left the child and his parents traumatized. 

New Hampshire Poised for Landmark Homeschool Vote
Proposed law would make New Hampshire’s homeschool law the most restrictive and burdensome in the nation
Concord, New Hampshire, January 7, 2010 (LifeSiteNews.com)
The New Hampshire House of Representatives is scheduled to consider next week an amendment to House Bill 368, which critics say would make New Hampshire’s homeschool law the most restrictive and burdensome in the nation. 

“Members of the Democratic leadership are taking advantage of the system and attempting to slip through the most anti-homeschool legislation ever conceived in New Hampshire,” said Mike Donnelly, staff attorney for HSLDA.
Despite the fact that a bi-partisan legislative study committee recently voted 14–6 to retain New Hampshire’s existing homeschool law, the Democratic leadership kept the bill alive and placed it among 30 other bills which were scheduled for separate votes on Wednesday, January 6.  However, the amendment slipped from the agenda, making it likely to be brought up again next week.

The proposed amendment to H.B. 368 would require that every homeschooled student be tested every year, as well as undergo a yearly portfolio review. Home educated students’ test scores would also have to be sent to the New Hampshire Department of Education each year, and the DOE would be granted sweeping rule-making authority.

“This legislation is completely unnecessary. The existing New Hampshire law works well, and in an era when homeschoolers are significantly outperforming their public school counterparts the last thing homeschoolers and taxpayers need is another bureaucracy wasting their time and money,” said Donnelly.

“We hope that enough legislators will see through the maneuver which is being used and vote to retain the existing homeschool law,” he added.

In a memorandum, HSLDA says it believes the law is "the most significant threat" to homeschoolers since 1990, and that the additional requirements that would be imposed are superfluous. The group pointed out that the most restrictive current U.S. state law, in Pennsylvania, calls for a standardized test and portfolio, but only requires them three times in a student's career.

"These bills impose a needless burden on homeschoolers and shift authority to determine whether a child should be homeschooled from parents to others," writes the group.  "Parents have a fundamental right  under the United States Constitution to direct the upbringing and education of their children, and legislation like Representative Day’s undermines this right by going against the presumption that  parents act in the best interest of their children."

New York Couple Arrested for Failure to Register Homeschoolers 
By Kathleen Gilbert, Fonda, New York, January 7, 2010 (LifeSiteNews.com) 
A homeschool legal defense group will defend a New York couple in court after the parents were arrested for failing to register their four homeschooled children at the local school district for the past seven years. 

Richard and Margie Cressy were arrested by the Montgomery County Sheriff on child endangerement charges for not registering their children, ages 8-14, at the local district. The Cressys submitted and won official approval for their homeschool curriculum for the 2009-2010 school year, but soon after were arrested for not having done so in previous years.  

The Home School Legal Defense Association agreed to take the case after the couple requested legal guidance from the group.  

“It was completely unnecessary to arrest these parents, and we believe this is outrageous," HSLDA Senior Counsel Jim Mason said in a statement.  "We will be working with our local New York counsel to aggressively defend these homeschool parents against the charges that have been leveled against them."

Fona-Fultonville Schools Superintendent Dr. Richard Hoffman told a local news station that the Cressys "didn't fulfill their legal responsibility to file with the school district to be home-schooled."

Jim Mason, an attorney with the HSLDA, told LifeSiteNews.com that the Cressys had not in fact broken the law, and the police's decision to arrest the couple was "highly unusual." 

"It is not illegal to do what they did," said Mason.  "There's a regulation that has established a safe harbor that if you do register, then this sort of thing will not likely happen."  

"This is basically a paperwork issue, not a [child] endangerment issue," said Mason.  "I've been here more than eight years, I've dealt with situations in New York off and on during those eight years.  This has never happened in my experience."

Mason said the children were still at home.

When asked why he thought police took such unusual action, Mason said: "I don't know.  I'm going to find out."

Political Asylum Ruling Expected Today for German Homeschooling Family 
By Peter J. Smith, Memphis, Tennessee, January 20, 2010 (LifeSiteNews.com) 
A federal immigration judge in Memphis is expected to issue a ruling today on the case of a German family that applied for political asylum after suffering persecution from the German government over homeschooling their children.

Uwe and Hannelore Romeike fled Germany and sought safe haven within the United States in 2008 after enduring years of punishment from the German government for educating their five children at home in conformity with their Christian values – a legal crime in Germany. 

"The persecution of homeschoolers in Germany has dramatically intensified," said HSLDA staff attorney Michael P. Donnelly.  "They are regularly fined thousands of dollars, threatened with imprisonment, or have the custody of their children taken away simply because they choose to home educate."

Although Germany is a modern social democracy, the nation retains statist attitudes formed by the National Socialists during the Third Reich regarding the rights of families. In order to bring about the uniform educational and social formation of the youth by the state, the Jugendamt (Youth Welfare Office) was created, and Germany outlawed homeschooling through a compulsory education law. 
The laws outlawing homeschooling remained on the books in Germany after the demise of Hitler’s Germany, but German officials for the most part maintained a policy of salutary neglect as late as 2002, when the Education Minister of the time stated the government would not crack down on the homeschooling minority since their children “are generally not lacking in any other respects.”

But even then a marked sea-change in the government’s attitude was underway, and by 2006, the succeeding Education Minister K. Horstmann, made clear its policy. He warned homeschooling families: “The education administration in future will also not recognize so-called homeschooling and act in proportionate measure considering the individual case and circumstances.”  

For Uwe and Hannelore Romeike that meant enduring thousands of euros in crippling fines, threats of prison time, and in October 2006, Jugendamt officials made good on their threat to seize their children and place them in a local state-run school.

The persecution faced by the Romeikes, however, is typical of the suffering faced by homeschooling families, some of whom have also had the traumatizing experience of armed police storming their homes at night to take their children away. However, Christian parents have persisted in homeschooling, saying that they want to keep their children free from the corrupting influence of the state-run schools, which they say have been peddling occultism, secular values, and grossly explicit sex education. 

"We left family members, our home, and a wonderful community in Germany, but the well-being of our children made it necessary," said Uwe Romeike.

Hannelore Romeike praised the freedom that they now enjoy to educate their children at home in Tennessee. 
"The freedom we have to homeschool our children in Tennessee is wonderful,” said Romeike. “We don't have to worry about looking over our shoulder anymore wondering when the youth welfare officials will come or how much money we have to pay in fines.”

"If the political asylum application is granted it will be the first time America has ever granted political asylum to Christian homeschoolers fleeing from German persecution," said Donnelly. 

Donnelly hopes that if the court grants the Romeike’s asylum, it will put more pressure on Germany to back down from its persecution of homeschoolers or face international embarrassment. A positive ruling could also pave the way for other homeschooling families to apply for political asylum in the United States.

Related files

German Government Levels Crippling Fines, Threatens to Seize Custody of Son from Homeschooling Family 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2009/jul/09071009.html 

German Homeschooler Melissa Busekros Home with Family after 3 Month Ordeal 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2007/apr/07042301.html 

German Court Places Custody of Yet another 5 Homeschooling Children with Government's Youth Office 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2007/mar/07032204.html
Three More Families Appeal for Help as Germany Continues Crackdown on Homeschooling Families 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2007/apr/07041609.html 

The Saga Continues: Previously Tolerant German State Declares War on Home-schooling 
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2006/dec/06122201.html 
U.S. Judge Grants Political Asylum to German Homeschoolers

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/us-judge-grants-political-asylum-to-german-homeschoolers
Purcellville, VA., January 27, 2010 
On Tuesday, in a first of its kind case, a federal immigration judge in Memphis, Tennessee granted political asylum to the Romeike family, who fled Germany in 2008 to escape persecution from the German government for the "crime" of homeschooling. 

Judge Burman said in his decision that, "The rights being violated here are basic human rights that no country has a right to violate." 

Judge Burman also expressed concern that while Germany is a democratic country and an ally, its policy of persecuting homeschoolers is "repellent to everything we believe as Americans." 

The persecution of homeschoolers in Germany has been intensifying over the past several years. Such families are regularly fined thousands of dollars, threatened with imprisonment, or have the custody of their children taken away simply because they choose to home educate. 

"This ruling is a major embarrassment for Germany," said Mike Donnelly, staff attorney and Director of International Relations for HSLDA. "We hope this decision will cause Germany to stop persecuting homeschoolers." 

Uwe Romeike, a music teacher, his wife Hannelore, and their five children, fled the German authorities in August 2008 and are now living in Eastern Tennessee. This ruling opens the door for many other homeschool families to escape Germany. 

"We are so grateful to the judge for his ruling," said Uwe Romeike. "We know many people, especially other German homeschoolers, have been praying for us. Their prayers and ours have been answered. 

"We greatly appreciate the freedom to homeschool we now have in America and will be building our new life here," he added. 
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UK Government’s Education Expert Blames Homeschooling for Death of Child 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/uk-governments-education-expert-blames-homeschooling-for-death-of-child  
By Hilary White, London, March 1, 2010 
The British government’s lead expert on education is pointing to the tragic death of a Birmingham child, who had been taken out of school by her mother, as an illustration of the need for more government regulation of homeschooling. Supporters of homeschooling, however, are calling criticisms of home education because of the case a “red herring” to distract from the negligence of the local Birmingham social services. 

Seven year-old Khyra Ishaq died in 2008 of an infection complicated by malnutrition, five months after being withdrawn from school by her mother, who said she was going to homeschool the girl. 

Khyra weighed just 37 pounds when she was rescued from her home by paramedics, along with five of her siblings. She and her brothers and sisters had been subjected to a regime of beatings, starvation and torture by their mother Angela Gordon, and her live-in “partner” Junaid Abuhamza. The court proceedings revealed that the mother, a convert to Islam, believed the abuse would drive out an “evil spirit” from the children. Both Gordon and Abuhamza have been convicted of manslaughter in the case. 

But Graham Badman, the former Director of Children's Services at Kent County Council, said on Friday that, “What this tragedy points out is the need for absolute clarity about the roles and responsibilities of local authorities in intervening and supporting families who move children into elective home education.”

Badman had pushed for more regulation of homeschooling in a review of the issue that he was commissioned to do by the government, for incorporation into new education legislation. Homeschooling advocates said that in his review, Badman revealed his ideological hatred for home-based education and a strong bias towards the statist approach. Despite the criticism, the government adopted all the review’s recommendations for their pending Children, Schools and Families Bill. That bill passed the House of Commons last week and has now gone to the House of Lords. 

Under the new regulations families would be forced to register with authorities and could face criminal penalties if they are deemed to be inadequately educating their children. 

However, a judge involved in the case of Khyra Ishaq and her siblings, wrote last year that it was the failure of local social services that contributed to the child’s death. Mrs. Justice King said, “Had there been an adequate initial assessment and proper adherence by the educational welfare services to its guidance, she would not have died.”

Birmingham social services, which is under heavy criticism after having admitted they were aware of the situation at the children’s home, has also blamed Britain’s laws allowing homeschooling, saying it had been difficult for social workers to gain access to the child and her five siblings. They had been warned several times, however, of the children’s situation by Khyra’s former headmistress. Social workers followed up three calls from the teacher but say they found nothing wrong. 

The Guardian reports that two education officials from the local authority questioned Gordon about home education but were not allowed to see Khyra. Twelve weeks after the last social worker saw Khyra in February 2008, she was dead. That social worker had concluded that there was no cause for concern. 

Hilary Thompson, chair of the Birmingham safeguarding children board, said in a statement, “It is our view that the key authorities involved in the education and protection of children are hampered in their efforts by current legislation.”

But local MP, Khalid Mahmood, said that Birmingham city council was simply trying to shift blame. “The fact is that a month before she died, a social worker waited half an hour before someone answered the door. She then took a fleeting look at the child. What on earth were they thinking?” he said. 

Fiona Nicholson, trustee of home education charity Education Otherwise, told the Guardian newspaper, “Ofsted [the government education authority] has already found that Birmingham is failing to protect children and questions have been raised over the high number of child deaths in the last few years. For anyone to blame home education is a red herring designed to distract attention from Birmingham's lamentable child protection record.”

The idea that homeschooling puts children at risk of abuse is a common theme among its opponents. In his review Badman wrote, “I am not persuaded that under the current regulatory regime, that there is a correct balance between the rights of the parents and the rights of the child — either to an appropriate education or to be safe from harm.”

Badman’s accusation that homeschooled children are at heightened risk of abuse was contested by homeschooling advocates. Action for Home Education group said, “For years home educators have tolerated unfair treatment by local authorities whose understanding of home-based education is, with few exceptions, minimal or non-existent.

“We are tired of being subjected to unreasonable suspicion and unfair scrutiny when we are doing the very best for our children. We believe there are moves afoot by government to restrict traditional freedoms to educate children outside the school system and we are determined to do our utmost to prevent this.”

The Conservative party’s Shadow Schools Secretary, Michael Gove, said last week that if the Tories form the next government, the new rules forcing homeschooling parents to register with local councils would be scrapped. 
Gove said that the rules “stigmatise” home educators, with local authorities required to set up databases of homeschooling families and make home inspection visits.

Gove said, “Government should support [homeschooling families] and we won’t allow the current government’s plans to stigmatise home educators to get through.”
Homeschool Legal Giants Intervene in Sweden State Abduction of Homeschooler 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/homeschool-legal-giants-intervene-in-sweden-state-abduction-of-homeschooler 

By Peter J. Smith, Stockhom, March 2, 2010 
Two major legal defense organizations for homeschooling rights are now examining options for a Christian Swedish couple whose seven-year old son was seized by Swedish police and social workers, because his parents chose to educate him at home. 
Nearly eight months have passed since Christer and Annie Johansson, with their young son Dominic, boarded a plane to move to India. With one minute before takeoff, Swedish authorities arrested Christer and Annie and whisked Dominic away into the custody of social services.  
Since that June, authorities have allowed the parents only one-hour visits with their son – once every five weeks. 

In a public statement, the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) and the Alliance Defense Fund (ADF) said they are now working together to advise the family and examine all available avenues to help reunite them with their son, who has been living with a foster family. 

Last December, the Supreme Administrative Court of Sweden rejected the Johanssons’ final appeal, siding with social workers who reportedly insisted that they were protecting Dominic’s “right to education” against his parents.  Social workers also took issue with the parents’ decision to forgo vaccinations for Dominic and dental treatments for two baby teeth with cavities. 
“It is so inhuman, it is so cruel how these people are treating this family,” Mike Donnelly, an HSLDA attorney involved with the case, told LifeSiteNews.com. “They are treating this family like they are criminals, like they somehow did something to hurt this boy.” 

“They were taking care of him for seven years and he’d never been sick. He was always provided with what he needed and plenty of toys and opportunities to learn,” said Donnelly. 

Donnelly said it is legal in Sweden to forgo vaccinations, and that since Annie’s relative is a dentist in India, they were intending to take Dominic to see him. The heart of the case, he said, consists in the Johanssons’ decision to educate Dominic at home.  

Both Christer and Annie were seeking to homeschool Dominic in conformity with the law; because they were leaving for India, they argue, it did not make sense to keep him in the state school. Annie is a citizen of India. According to the Johanssons, school authorities told them they only needed to contact the principal at the local school to supply them with the appropriate study materials for Dominic. However, the principal denied them the materials, had the school board fine them, and then contacted social services to investigate the family. 

Donnelly said that HSLDA and ADF were looking to open another legal proceeding in Sweden’s courts and were mulling other avenues through international tribunals. 
In the meantime, both Christer and Annie have been cooperating with social workers in hopes to get closer to being reunited with their son. HSLDA revealed that Christer and Annie were both visited by Swedish social workers inquiring about their current ability to take care of Dominic, but a Swedish lawyer told them on condition of anonymity that far from signifying the imminent return of Dominic to his parents, the visits were intended to force Christer and Annie into “complete subjugation and compliance with the system.” 

The whole experience has taken a physical and psychological toll on the parents, who have been separated from their only son. Donnelly revealed that they have been slowly recovering from the shock, and although Christer has held strong throughout the ordeal, Annie has been in the hospital several times for treatment of depression and a heart condition.  
Yet Sweden appears to be following the lead of Germany in making homeschooling completely illegal. Donnelly revealed that now Sweden’s parliament is debating a new law that would allow for homeschooling “only under ‘extraordinary’ circumstances.” 

“Furthermore, this new law repeals a prohibition of criminal sanctions for violating that law. So today if you violate that law, they can’t come after you criminally in Sweden” although they can impose fines, said Donnelly. “But once they pass this new law, they’ll be able to go after parents criminally.”  

Lawsuit: Indiana Civil Rights Agency Violated Rights of Catholic Home Schooling Families

Hamilton County, Indiana, March 4, 2010 (LifeSiteNews.com)
The Indiana Civil Rights Commission (ICRC) is facing a lawsuit alleging the agency has unconstitutionally stepped beyond the scope of its authority by claiming it had the power to review and penalize a Catholic home schooling group of nine families on civil rights charges.

The Chicago-based Thomas More Society, a national public interest law firm, filed a 127-page lawsuit claiming that the ICRC has arrogated to itself virtually unlimited authority to second guess and then penalize trivial decisions by such small groups of private citizens and families.
The case revolves around nine Catholic families who formed the Fishers Adolescent Catholic Enrichment Society (FACES). FACES is a social network where the children of the families can interact with other homeschooled children in a religious context.

FACES' litigation arose when one mother, whose daughter allegedly suffered from a serious food allergy, insisted that her child have a special diet at the group's banquet. The lawsuit claims that FACES' leaders believed in good faith that a different home-prepared meal would pose less risk to the girl's health. 

However the mother circumvented the leaders' decision, then filed a civil rights charge with the ICRC, claiming "disability discrimination" because of FACES' alleged failure to accommodate her daughter's allergy problem. What began as a fight over food escalated even further when she filed an additional charge of "retaliation" on the part of FACES’ leaders.

The civil rights commission contends that its jurisdiction applies to matters "related to education" under Indiana's Civil Rights Law, but the Thomas More Society argues that provision never intended the agency to insert itself in the minor disputes and squabbles of small private associations.

"Fights over car pools or crayons are not within the purview of Indiana's Civil Rights Law or subject to ICRC oversight or sanctions," said Thomas Brejcha, president and chief counsel of the Thomas More Society, "for that would be absurd and the law abhors absurd interpretations.” 

“The agency seems to claim that the scope of its jurisdiction is boundless. It is acting like a lawless giant wielding a sledgehammer on vulnerable private citizens, who were only striving to provide safe, enriching social occasions for their children."

The suit explains how hard ICRC’s decision has hit this small voluntary association, which subsists only on donations and volunteer efforts, has no employees, and offers no goods, services, or accommodations to the general public. It states that FACES' small treasury has been exhausted; it has discontinued social activities pending the outcome of the litigation; and it will be forced to disband if the case proceeds much further. 

The lawsuit charges that the ICRC's assertion of jurisdiction in the case imposes an unconstitutionally intolerable burden on the families’ federal First Amendment rights and their corresponding rights under the Indiana Constitution to freely associate in exercising and expressing their religious beliefs.

It further alleges that allowing the ICRC’s rulings to create a precedent would have a chilling effect on small homeschooling associations throughout Indiana, many of whose members now fear liability as the price of volunteer efforts, if any disgruntled parent should file a new charge with ICRC.

"That secular government officials stand in judgment over this private religious group's good faith decisions as to whether one accommodation of a child's health problem would be more 'reasonable' than another, when the group's leaders measure their own conduct according to a religious ideal, constitutes a grave insult to the very concept of religious freedom," Brejcha said. 

Homeschooling to be criminalized in Sweden - Will be permitted only under “extraordinary circumstances.”

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/homeschooling-to-be-criminalized-in-sweden  
By Hilary White, Stockhom, March 12, 2010 
The government of Sweden is taking a hard line against homeschoolers, proposing a bill that will only allow home education under “extraordinary circumstances,” reports the Home School Legal Defense Association. The bill is expected to pass in the Swedish parliament, following a review by the Supreme Administrative Court, and will allow for homeschooling families to face criminal charges. 

The court has asked only for the government to specify the definition of “extraordinary circumstances.” 

Jonas Himmelstrand, president of the Swedish Association for Home Education (ROHUS), said the situation is changing rapidly for the worse for homeschoolers in the country. 

“Just two years ago my family and many others received the permission of local municipal school boards to homeschool.”

Himmelstrand continued, “Last year we won our court case at trial, but the appeals court sided with the government against our homeschooling. The school year was over before the school officials could bring another case. This year the authorities are being much more aggressive. Families are being fined and the new law would allow for the imposition of criminal sanctions.”

The news of the socialist government’s hardening attitude toward homeschoolers comes following the state seizure eight months ago of seven year-old Dominic Johansson, whose parents were educating him at home. Since the removal of Dominic by police from a plane the family had boarded with the intention of moving to India, Christer and Annie Johansson have been allowed to see their son for one hour every five weeks. 

Despite the seizure of Johansson, homeschooling is not officially illegal in Sweden. But the statist views of the current government are deeply antagonistic towards any movement of citizens away from the state control of education. 

“The government's quest for conformity produces troubling side effects: the criminalization of actions – such as a parent's decision regarding the best form of education for his child – that ought to be the hallmarks of a free, democratic society,” said the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) in a statement. The U.S.-based HSLDA and Alliance Defense Fund are assisting the family. 
HSLDA said that while Sweden is often portrayed as a “social utopia,” what is not widely known is its antagonism toward homeschoolers, “and, in reality, anyone who deviates from what the Swedish government defines as ‘normal’.”

One American homeschooling mother, Lisa Angerstig, who is married to a Swede, said that the government is becoming “increasingly aggressive,” having already fined the family the equivalent of U.S. $1400. 

“Sweden is a beautiful country,” she said, “and the people are very nice. But the government has become increasingly aggressive about education, trying to require that all children go to the state schools. For a country that prides itself on human rights, this type of aggressive behavior is quite shocking.”

Himmelstrand said there are only about a hundred homeschooling families in the whole country, but these are “one hundred too many for Swedish authorities.” 

“They are preparing to pass this new law to make it harder, and it appears that local school boards are already enforcing the new law even though it hasn’t been passed through Parliament.”

Brazilian Couple Receive Criminal Conviction for Homeschooling
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/brazilian-couple-receive-criminal-conviction-for-homeschooling  
Verdict given despite sons passing law school entrance exams -- at ages 13 and 14
By Matthew Cullinan Hoffman, Latin America Correspondent, Minas Gerais, Brazil, March 26, 2010
Despite the fact that his children passed difficult government imposed tests, and even qualified for law school at the ages of 13 and 14, homeschooler Cleber Nunes and his wife Bernadeth have been slapped with fines equivalent to a total of $3,200 for refusing to submit their children to the Brazilian school system.

However, Nunes told LifeSiteNews.com (LSN) that he has no intention to pay the fine, although he says that he might have to spend 15-30 days in jail if he does not.

Although homeschooling is common in many countries, including the United States, and is associated with higher levels of academic achievement, it is completely prohibited in Brazil, the government of which has become increasingly intrusive in recent decades following the establishment of a socialist regime in the 1990s.

Since Nunes began to homeschool his two oldest children four years ago, his family has been subject to repeated threats of fines, imprisonment, and loss of custody.  However, he has resisted steadfastly and his case has gained national attention.

The guilty verdict in the criminal case against Nunes, which follows two negative verdicts in a parallel civil case that ended over a year ago, was given despite the fact that David and Jonatas Nunes had passed a difficult set of tests imposed by the criminal court.

"They had asked the kids to do the tests to check their level of knowledge, and also psychological tests to check their mental health," Nunes told LifeSiteNews (LSN).  "It seems that the only valid result they expected was the failure of the kids."

The tests imposed by the court on Nunes' children were so difficult that one of the teachers who had designed it reportedly admitted that she herself could not pass it.  However, David and Jonatas Nunes both passed the exams by margins of five and eight percentage points.

Despite his sons' performance, however, the government has again ruled against Nunes, this time in criminal court, and ordered a fine.  The total amount in fines owed by Nunes as a result of the decisions against him has mounted to over $3,200 in US dollars.

"If they impose tests it means that two possibilities should be considered.  They could be suffering intellectual abandonment, or not," Nunes told LSN.  "In other words, they were trying to prove they were victims. But they passed and they kept saying we were criminal."

Nunes says that despite his success, the judge ruled against him because of his style of home schooling, in which the children direct their own learning, with Nunes overseeing the process.

"The judge said we left the children to learn by themselves," said Nunes.  "He recognized that they passed the university entrance examination and the tests, but said that it was by their own efforts," he added, calling that a "joke."

"They want to take control of them, of their minds"

Nunes says he has decided not to appeal the ruling, because Brazil's Supreme Court has already refused to hear the appeal of his civil case.  Although he has paid his wife's fine to spare her jail time, he says he will not pay his own fine.

"The natural thing to do is appeal, but I don't trust the Brazilian judges," Nunes told LSN. "They already showed who they are and what they want. They are not interested in protecting our kids....They want to take control of them, of their minds, they want them out of their home."

Although he has refused to comply with the rulings against him, Nunes currently faces no more legal difficulties stemming from the homeschooling of David and Jonatas, because they are now beyond the age of mandatory schooling.

However, his daughter could soon be subject to compulsory schooling in Brazil.  She will soon turn four, the age at which compulsory schooling begins in Brazil.
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By Bob Unruh, April 11, 2010 - Bob Unruh is a news editor for WorldNetDaily.com.
Homeschoolers have won a round in the long fight against the crackdown on family rights contained in the United Nation's Convention on the Rights of the Child, but experts say they need to keep up their guard. 

The convention, which is not yet ratified in the United States but has been adopted by numerous other nations, orders that children can choose their own religion with parents only having the authority to advise them, the government can override a parent's decision regarding a child if a social worker disagrees, a child has a right to a government review of every parental decision and Christian schools would violate the law if they refused to teach children "alternative worldviews." 

And all corporal punishment, such as spankings, would be banned by law. 

The conflict had arisen over legislation that was proposed in the United Kingdom, called the Children, Schools and Families Bill, that would have set into law many of the provisions and issues demanded by the U.N. plan. 

However, according to a report from the Home School Legal Defense Association, that proposal for now has been dropped. The British government's Department of Children, School and Families said it was tabling the plan because "no agreement could be reached between government and opposition parties." 

The HSLDA is the world's premier advocate for homeschooling and has been active in cases across the United States as well as in Europe. Earlier, Michael Donnelly, a staff attorney and director of international relations for HSLDA, said British plan was "breathtaking in its scope and reflects a perverse level of suspicion towards parents who home-educate their children." 

The proposal would have placed "total discretion in the hands of local education officials to determine whether or not they will 'register' a home-education program and would require criminal-background checks for parents before they could begin to homeschool their own children," he said. 

In the HSLDA's report on the demise – for now – of the U.K. proposal, it said the U.K. government had promoted the regulations as having "new and stronger powers to enforce parents' responsibilities in supporting the school in maintaining good behavior including the possibility of a court-imposed parenting plan." 

But the HSLDA said the bill actually would have "granted almost unfettered discretion to public authorities to terminate homeschool programs and to have almost unrestricted access to the homes of British homeschoolers." 

The HSLDA said the decision is a victory for now. 

"In defeating this measure, British homeschoolers have blunted an effort by those who seek to impose unnecessary restriction on parents who home educate. Britain remains the freest European country for home educators. Many German families have fled persecution in Germany to the United Kingdom to enjoy its free environment for home education," the HSLDA said. 

The British legislation actually derived from the "Badman report," which the HSLDA characterized as "notorious." It was accepted by the British government and recommended the "draconian" regulations on homeschoolers throughout the isles. 

That report, in turn, "was motivated in large part by the author's interpretation of Britain's 'responsibilities as a signatory to the United Nation's Conventtion on the Rights of the Child,'" according to the HSLDA. 

"American homeschoolers, indeed all homeschoolers around the world, should be forewarned about the harm this treaty can do in interfering with the relationships between parents and children and in usurping the responsibility of parents to decide what is best for their children," the HSLDA said. 

The organization said with British Parliament currently dissolved, it will be up to the results of the May 6 election whether these proposals will be resurrected. 

Norman Wells, of the Family Education Trust, one of the groups that coalesced to stage the fight in the U.K., said, "Home educators came together in great numbers and their voices [were] heard to an extent that even some members of the government's own party were against the sweeping nature of the proposed restrictions." 

But he cautioned the battle isn't over. 
"Government bureaucrats and local authorities still have homeschoolers in their sights. These officials will almost certainly seek to pressure the new government to take up these restrictions in some form in the next government, no matter who wins. These bureaucrats have a statist mind-set and believe that the government ought to be more involved in British families when the reverse is true. What we need here in Britain is less government involvement and more protection of the family to make decisions on its own," he said. 

In the United States, an organization called Parental Rights is working to educate people – especially lawmakers – about the dangerous ramifications of the U.N. plan. 

More than 130 members of the U.S. House of Representatives as well as a handful of U.S. senators already have indicated their opposition to adopting the U.N. convention by the U.S. 

An analysis of the CRC by Michael P. Farris at Parental Rights notes that the CRC already has been adopted by 193 nations, and ultimately if imposed in the United States would create turmoil for families. 

"For example, the treaty clearly bans all corporal punishment, including spanking by parents. Congress would have both the duty as well as the power to implement legislation which directly imposes legal sanctions against parents to spank their children. Spanking could be a federal crime if the CRC is ratified," he wrote. 

The ParentalRights.org group is pursuing a campaign to amend the Constitution to include a specific endorsement of parental rights. 

WND had reported on the 2009 report from Graham Badman, a former managing director of Children, Families and Education in Kent, and that it was accepted by the British Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families. 

HSLDA said at the time the report advocated the "extensive" regulation of homeschooling across the United Kingdom. 

Paul Farris, chief of the HSLDA in Canada, said the U.K. proposal was based on faulty assumptions, including that there is "systematic monitoring" of homeschoolers around the globe. 

"The Badman Report and this bill shows real ignorance of homeschooling and will not facilitate success in home education but will rather interfere with home education," he told HSLDA at the time. 

WND has reported on the homeschool issue worldwide, from when a teen in Germany was taken into custody for psychiatric evaluation because she was being homeschooled to when a court in California – in a decision that later was vacated – appeared to rule parents did not have the right to homeschool their children. 

Related stories: 

Criminal background checks proposed for homeschoolers 

U.N. protocol used to regulate homeschoolers 

Parental rights already being lost 

The man behind Parental Rights Amendment 

The man behind Parental Rights Amendment 

Sen. Boxer tries to hurry children's 'rights' treaty 

United Nations' threat: No more parental rights 
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Baptist 'exit strategy' means get kids out of public schools 

Homeschoolers win when government charges dropped 

5 'well-educated' kids put in state custody 

Homeschoolers seek asylum from Nazi-era law 

Parents’ rights to direct kids' education affirmed
Judge dismisses juvenile case prompting homeschool ban
Homeschool advocates fight for parental rights
Court gives Melissa back to family
Western homeschoolers need political asylum from democracy
3 families face fines, frozen accounts
Homeschooling OK – even in California 

Judge dismisses juvenile case prompting homeschool ban
Gov. Arnold: Let homeschooling continue
Homeschoolers in court: We're constitutional
Students have their say about California homeschooling
'Perfect storm' hits California parents
2nd petition opposes homeschooling ban
Lawmaker: Reject homeschooling opinion
Battle Escalates over Homeschooled Child Seized by Swedish Govt

ADF, HSLDA file suit with European Court of Human Rights

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/battle-escalates-over-homeschooled-child-seized-by-swedish-govt
Strasbourg, France, June 28, 2010
Attorneys with the Alliance Defense Fund (ADF) and the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) filed an application with the European Court of Human Rights Friday asking it to hear the case of a 7-year-old boy seized by Swedish authorities because his parents homeschool.

“Parents have the right and authority to make decisions regarding their children’s education without government interference,” said ADF Legal Counsel Roger Kiska, who is based in Europe. “A government trying to create a cookie-cutter child in its own image should not be allowed to violate this basic and fundamental human right."

"The refusal of Swedish authorities to respect that right has left us no choice but to take this case to the European Court of Human Rights.”

Swedish authorities forcibly removed Dominic Johansson from his parents, Christer and Annie Johansson, in June 2009 after the family had boarded a plane to move to Annie’s home country of India. The officials did not have a warrant nor have they charged the Johanssons with any crime. The officials, say ADF lawyers, seized the child because they believe homeschooling is inappropriate and insist the government should raise Dominic instead. 

Social services authorities have placed Dominic in foster care and a government school. Christer and Annie are only allowed to visit their son for one hour every five weeks.

“We are gravely concerned about this case as it represents what can happen to other home-schooling families," explained HSLDA lawyer Mike Donnelly, one of nearly 1700 attorneys in the ADF alliance. “In response to our inquiries, Swedish authorities have cited the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child to explain and defend their actions. If the U.S. were to ever ratify this treaty, as the White House and some members of Congress have expressed a desire to do, then this sort of thing could occur here.”

ADF and HSLDA attorneys decided to file Johansson v. Sweden with the ECHR when the Supreme Administrative Court of Sweden refused to review a lower court’s December 2009 ruling in Johansson v. Gotland Social Services that found that the government was within its rights to seize the child. 

The lower court cited the fact that Dominic had not been vaccinated as a reason to remove him permanently from his parents and also repeated the charges that homeschoolers do not perform well academically and are not well socialized. HSLDA and ADF said that these latter charges are “provably false.”
Sweden Tightens Legal Noose on Homeschooling 

By Peter J. Smith, Stockholm, July 8, 2010 (LifeSiteNews.com)
Sweden’s parliament gave a crushing blow to parental rights two weeks ago, passing a law that makes homeschooling legal only in “extraordinary circumstances,” reports the Home School Leal Defense Association (HSLDA). The law excludes religious or philosophical convictions as legitimate reasons for home education.

The parliament passed what the HSLDA called a “sweeping” reform of the nation’s education system on June 22 in the form of a 1500 page bill, two pages of which addressed the topic of home education. 

The new law may take effect as quickly as August 1.

Previous regulations specified that home instruction must be a “fully satisfactory alternative” to state-run education, and officials may inspect homeschooling families to make sure they are keeping up to speed. The new law keeps the previous regulations but adds a third, highly restrictive clause: parents may only homeschool after they have demonstrated “exceptional circumstances.” Despite the fact that the council of the Swedish supreme court charged with reviewing the laws recommended a clarification on the meaning of the ambiguous term “exceptional circumstances,” the government moved ahead without doing so.

While homeschooling families in the country have already faced persecution and punitive fines from school officials for homeschooling, the new law essentially gives carte blanche authority for school officials to deny homeschooling applications in any and all circumstances.

Parents who have religious, moral, or philosophical reasons will not get a break. In fact the law explicitly states, “It is the opinion of the government that there is no need of a law to make space for homeschooling based on the religious or philosophical views of the family.” 

According to the HSLDA, the Swedish Homeschool Association (ROHUS) fought tooth and nail to oppose the law in Sweden’s parliament, heavily lobbying both parliamentarians and the media on behalf of the nation’s estimated 50 or so families engaged in home education.

“We have worked hard with the media, getting more articles and TV spots on homeschooling in the last six months than probably in the last ten years put together,” said Jonas Himmelstrand, president of ROHUS.

The group also gave the government a 228-page analysis of the proposed law’s impact on the rights of parents to oversee the education of their children. However, repeated requests for face-to-face meetings with the Education Minister were rejected.

While they found some support among Sweden’s 349 MPs, ROHUS stated that they did not get enough traction in the media owing to the fewness of their numbers. 

But the battle may not yet be over. Himmelstrand said that no real majority existed for passing the law in its entirety, as some objected to other parts of the bill, such as provisions that integrate day-care and pre-school into the education system. But members were forced to vote with their party, said Himmelstrand, with leaders insisting that a “no” vote would lead to a “government crisis.”

Because Sweden has no supreme court with the authority of judicial review, the key to overturning the law will be to effect a change in parliament – and elections are in September.

“The outcome of the election is by no means certain and new parties could cause a complicated political situation,” said Himmelstrand. “The fate of the new school law is therefore at present in the hands of the September election.”

 “An optimistic view,” continued Himmelstrand, “would be that the Swedish government does not want to [encounter] any spectacular cases of exile, political asylum in other countries or homeschoolers put in jail” – which is the case with Germany, where homeschooling is banned. “This could lead to a mild interpretation of the new law, and international pressure will certainly help in this respect. The law could be short-lived.” 

One such form of pressure could be appealing the law to the European Court of Human Rights; however the ECHR in the past has ruled that the state interest in education trumps the rights of parents to be the primary educators of their children. 

A challenge to Sweden’s June 25, 2009 abduction of Dominic Johannsen from his parents for homeschooling is now making its way through the ECHR. The case Johansson v. Sweden is being litigated by Alliance Defense Fund and HSLDA attorneys on behalf of Christer and Annie Johansson, who have only been allowed to see their only son for one hour every five weeks since last June. 

The Johanssons were on a plane to move permanently to India, when police and social services stormed in and snatched Dominic. ADF and HSLDA filed the case with the ECHR when the Supreme Administrative Court of Sweden refused to review a lower court’s December 2009 ruling in Johansson v. Gotland Social Services that affirmed the government’s contention that they had every right to seize the child and raise him. 

Swedish officials to take permanent custody of Home Schooled boy
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=2913 

By Susan Brinkmann, October 13, 2011

In a case that is causing international outrage, the Swedish government is now seeking to terminate the parental rights of a Swedish couple to their nine year-old son, who has been in state custody for 24 months simply because local officials objected to the fact that he was homeschooled.

According to the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA), young Domenic Johansson, son of Christer and Annie Johansson, has been in foster care since 2009 when he was seized from the plane on which the family was attempting to flee to his mother’s native India.

“The government shouldn’t abduct and imprison children simply because it doesn’t like homeschooling.  That’s bad enough. But now the state is going even further by attempting to get the parents out of the way altogether,” said Alliance Defense Fund (ADf) Legal Counsel Roger Kiska. “This simply cannot stand.  We will do everything in our power to help reunite this family.”

The saga began when Domenic reached the age of compulsory school attendance and the Johanssons decided to home school him. Home schooling is legal in Sweden, and the couple contacted the Swedish Ministry of Education to make the arrangements. They were told to contact their local principal whose responsibility it was to assist them with home education and provide the necessary materials.

However, this principal was not in favor of homeschooling and was hostile to the parent’s request.

“He was very short and not at all in favor of homeschooling,” Christer told the HSLDA. “I told him that it was my right under Swedish law to home school and that I was making contact with him to make the necessary arrangements and to get the materials. We were planning to leave Sweden in just a month or two. Mr. Eneqvist told me that he ‘didn’t care about my right’ that I didn’t have a ‘right to educate my son like that’ and that he was going to take the matter farther.”

The couple, who are devout Christians, had been planning to return to India where they were going to start a new ministry with the poor, but decided to delay the trip in order to get their son’s schooling arrangements made.

In August, 2008 the case reached the local school board and Christer sent a letter requesting help in resolving the issue. He was rebuffed by a board member who said she was “too busy” to meet with him. The next thing he knew, they were being fined 500 Swedish kroners (about $80) for every day that Domenic was absent from school. Christer called the board who informed him that the levying of the fine meant the Johansson family were not permitted to leave the country.

“Finally in January 2009, the school superintendent and a lawyer for the school met with me,” Christer explained. “But it was more of the same. All they wanted to tell me was that Dominic had to go to school. I asked them if I could leave the country, and they said, yes, you can leave the country, but Dominic has to go to school. They just weren’t interested in having a dialogue with me and trying to help us educate our son as we thought best,” Christer recounted.

A court hearing on the matter was held in May, 2009, and the judge ruled against the fines and said it was okay for the family to leave the country. However, when they attempted to do so shortly thereafter, armed police entered the plane and bodily removed Domenic. He has been in state custody ever since.

Michael Donnelly, director of international relations for the HSLDA, told World Net Daily, “The only way I can think of describing the way the Swedish social and judicial systems have treated the Johansson family is barbaric – the harm done to them is beyond comprehension.

“Their most basic of human rights have been violated and no civilized country should permit this kind of treatment,” he continued. “If the Swedish judicial system permits the termination of the Johansson’s parental rights because of homeschooling, missed vaccinations and a few cavities it will have become the darkest of regimes for families in Western Europe.”

The HSLDA has initiated a petition drive on behalf of the Johanssons asking Swedish authorities to allow the family to be reunited and to dismiss the social workers who committed this egregious human rights violation.

In addition, the HSLDA and the ADF have filed a joint application on behalf of the Johansson family at the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) and have been working to support the family since shortly after Domenic’s seizure.

Click here to sign the petition.

Vatican defends parents’ right to Homeschool
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=14059
By Susan Brinkmann, May 3, 2012

In a sweeping statement issued just last week, the Holy See’s Permanent Observer to the United Nations stressed the essential relationship between parents and children, particularly in regard to the education and upbringing of youth, and warned governments away from using the education process as a vehicle of ideological indoctrination.
“For some time now, my delegation has noticed a disconcerting trend, namely, the desire on the part of some to downplay the role of parents in the upbringing of their children, as if to suggest somehow that it is not the role of parents, but that of the State,” the statement begins. “In this regard it is important that the natural and thus essential relationship between parents and their children be affirmed and supported, not undermined.”
The statement goes on to quote the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) where it affirms that “parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their children” and points out the fact that the “educational system functions correctly when it includes participation, in planning and implementation of educational policies, of parents, the family, and religious organizations, other civil society organizations and also the private sector.”

The goal of education must extend to the formation of the person, the transmission of values, a work ethic, and a sense of solidarity with the entire human family, the statement reminds, then warns that “the State should respect the choices that parents make for their children and avoid attempts at ideological indoctrination.”

International law affirms that states must respect the freedom of parents to choose how to educate their children, which could be in schools that are not established by public authorities, the statement continues, and asserts that parents must have the right to ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.

“The Catholic school assists parents who have the right and duty to choose schools inclusive of homeschooling, and they must possess the freedom to do so, which in turn, must be respected and facilitated by the State,” the statement says.

The mention of homeschooling in the statement was welcomed by homeschoolers around the world.

Jeremiah Lorrig, director of media relations at the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) told LifeSiteNews.com that the statement was “huge” and that having the support of the Vatican ambassador would be “invaluable” to the homeschool movement.

The HSLDA is involved in cases around the world where parents are being denied the right to homeschool their children. In some countries, parents are being fined or jailed for doing so, such as in Germany where a mother of 12 was thrown in jail and her husband and children forced to flee to Austria because they were homeschooling their children instead of sending them to state-run schools. The story of a Swedish couple who lost custody of their son because they were homeschooling him also made international headlines in recent years.

But the problem isn’t limited to “other” countries. As LifeSite reports, the HSLDA has been called upon to defend homeschoolers in the U.S. as well, such as in California where a Supreme Court ruling tried to restrict parental rights.

” . . . It’s a constant tug-of-war between homeschool liberty and the desire to control parents,” Lorrig said.

The HSLDA welcomes the support of the Vatican in its battle to keep parental rights intact.

“We actually find ourselves battling the UN, especially with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,” said Lorrig.

He warned against ratifying the radical treaty which would give children rights such as to choose their own religion, to seek governmental review of parental actions, and to obtain “reproductive health” services without the knowledge of their parents. The same treaty would also ban Christianity from public schools and disallow parents to opt-out their children from sex-ed programs with which they disagree.

“Constitutionally speaking, it would completely change the structure of family policy in the United States, undermine sovereignty, and put that authority in the hands of remote, self-described experts,” Lorrig said.

The U.S. is one of only a few nations that has not signed this treaty, although the Obama Administration has said it intends to do so.

Report: Homeschooling explodes in U.S.
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=22065
By Susan Brinkmann, June 10, 2013

A recent report in Education News states that the number of children being educated at home rather than in public schools is growing seven times faster than the enrollment of children in traditional academic settings each year.

Breitbart is reporting that parental dissatisfaction with the nation’s public school system is causing an ongoing surge in the number of children who are being educated at home. Although homeschooled children represent only four percent of all school-aged children at the present time, that number increased 75 percent since 1999 and is expected to keep on growing.

“Any concerns expressed about the quality of education offered to the kids by their parents can surely be put to rest by the consistently high placement of homeschooled kids on standardized assessment exams,” the report states.

“Data shows that those who are independently educated typically score between 65th and 89th percentile on such exams, while those attending traditional schools average on the 50th percentile. Furthermore, the achievement gaps, long plaguing school systems around the country, aren’t present in homeschooling environment. There’s no difference in achievement between sexes, income levels or race/ethnicity.”

Concerns about homeschoolers missing out on social opportunities afford to public school students has also been found to be without merit.

“According to the National Home Education Research Institute survey, homeschoolers tend to be more socially engaged than their peers and demonstrate ‘healthy social, psychological, and emotional development, and success into adulthood’,” Breitbart reports.

This high achievement level has caught the attention of recruiters from some of the best universities in America such as the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Harvard, Stanford and Duke Universities which all actively recruit homeschoolers.

“Home-educated children matriculate in colleges and attain a four-year degree at much higher rates than their counterparts from both public and private schools,” the report states.

The good news for parents is that they can give their children the best education available and do so for a fraction of the cost of educating a child in public school. Homeschooling costs about $500-$600 per year per child compared to $10,000 per year for public school students.

The report goes on to say that researchers such as Dr. Brian Ray “expect to observe a notable surge in the number of children being homeschooled in the next 5 to 10 years. The rise would be in terms of both absolute numbers and percentage of the K to 12 student population. This increase would be in part because… [1] a large number of those individuals who were being home educated in the 1990’s may begin to homeschool their own school-age children and [2] the continued successes of home-educated students.”

Homeschooling looks like it’s here to stay!

German Authorities Seize Home-Schooled Children 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=23971   
By Susan Brinkmann, September 3, 2013

At 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, August 29, 2013, in what has been called a “brutal and vicious act,” a team of 20 social workers, police officers, and special agents stormed a homeschooling family’s residence near Darmstadt, Germany, forcibly removing all four of the family’s children (ages 7-14). The sole grounds for removal were that the parents, Dirk and Petra Wunderlich, continued to homeschool their children in defiance of a German ban on home education.

According to a press release from the Home School Legal Defense Association, a nonprofit homeschool advocacy organization, the episode began when the family was just beginning their home schooling for the day. The doorbell rang and what happened next, is described in chilling detail by Dirk Wunderlich.

“I looked through a window and saw many people, police, and special agents, all armed,” he said. “They told me they wanted to come in to speak with me. I tried to ask questions, but within seconds, three police officers brought a battering ram and were about to break the door in, so I opened it.

“The police shoved me into a chair and wouldn’t let me even make a phone call at first. It was chaotic as they told me they had an order to take the children. At my slightest movement the agents would grab me as if I were a terrorist. You would never expect anything like this to happen in our calm, peaceful village. It was like a scene out of a science fiction movie. Our neighbors and children have been traumatized by this invasion.”

Wunderlich said that his 14-year-old daughter Machsejah had to be forcibly taken out of the home.

“When I went outside, our neighbor was crying as she watched,” he said. “I turned around to see my daughter being escorted as if she were a criminal by two big policemen. They weren’t being nice at all. When my wife tried to give my daughter a kiss and a hug goodbye, one of the special agents roughly elbowed her out of the way and said, ‘It’s too late for that.’ What kind of government acts like this?”

After the children were taken away, the family was asked to attend a meeting with the senior social authority in charge at the scene. The Wunderlichs agreed to the meeting and were joined by their attorney, Andreas Vogt, who came as soon as he was notified, traveling hours by train to attend.

When the parents asked when they could seek a hearing to contest the seizure of their children, they were told they would have to wait until the regular judge returned from vacation. Vogt told Home School Legal Defense Association that the authorities had displayed little sympathy.

HSLDA obtained and translated the court documents that authorized this use of force to seize the children. The only legal grounds for removal were the family’s continuation of homeschooling their children. The papers contain no other allegations of abuse or neglect. Moreover, Germany has not even alleged educational neglect for failing to provide an adequate education.

Judge Koenig, a Darmstadt family court judge, signed the order authorizing the immediate seizure of Dirk and Petra Wunderlich’s children on August 28. Citing the parents’ failure to cooperate “with the authorities to send the children to school,” the judge also authorized the use of force “against the children” if necessary, reasoning that such force might be required because the children had “adopted the parents’ opinions” regarding homeschooling and that “no cooperation could be expected” from either the parents or the children.
HSLDA Chairman Michael Farris said Germany has continued to show its disregard for the human right to homeschool. “Germany has grossly violated the rights of this family,” he said. “This latest act of seizing these four beautiful, innocent children is an outrageous act of a rogue nation.”

The right of parents to decide how children are educated is a human right of the highest order, said Farris.

“The United States Constitution is not alone in upholding the right of parents to decide how to educate their children,” Farris said. “Germany is a party to numerous human rights treaties that recognize the right of parents to provide an education distinct from the public schools so that children may be educated according to the parents’ religious convictions. Germany has simply not met its obligations under these treaties or as a liberal democracy. HSLDA and I will do whatever we can to help this family regain custody of their children and ensure that they are safe from this persecution. This case demonstrates conclusively why the Romeike asylum case is so important. Families in Germany need a safe place where they can educate their children in peace.”

The Wunderlich family has faced their share of problems in trying to homeschool their children. In October 2012, state youth officials were granted formal legal custody of the Wunderlich children by a German court based solely on the fact that the family was homeschooling, but the ruling was forestalled by Vogt. Over the past four years, HSLDA has reported on the Wunderlich family as they have moved from country to country in the European Union looking for a place to call home where they could freely homeschool their children. Although they found refuge from homeschool persecution, Mr. Wunderlich was unable to find work, and last year the family had to return to Germany. At their return, the children’s passports were seized to ensure they couldn’t flee the country again.

Following the raid, Dirk Wunderlich told Mike Donnelly, HSLDA Director for International Affairs, that he and his wife were devastated.

“These are broken people,” Donnelly said. “They said they felt like they were being ground into dust. They were shaken to their core and shocked by the event. But they also told me that they had followed their conscience and the dictates of their faith. Although they don’t have much faith in the German state, they have a lot of faith in God. They are an inspiring and courageous family.

“I’ve been fighting for German homeschool freedom for years,” he continued, “and I had hoped that things were changing in Germany since it has been some time since brutality of this magnitude has occurred. But I was wrong.”

Petra Wunderlich said her heart was shattered. “We are empty,” she said. “We need help. We are fighting but we need help.”

HSLDA has today begun a nationwide campaign to urge American homeschoolers to call the German embassy and its consular offices in the United States to protest this blatant violation of Germany’s human rights commitments.

Click here to express your concerns to the German Embassy.

Persecution of homeschoolers in Germany 

http://the-hermeneutic-of-continuity.blogspot.in/2013/09/persecution-of-homeschoolers-in-germany.html 
September 1, 2013 





In 1937, Adolf Hitler said:

"The youth of today is ever the people of tomorrow. For this reason we have set before ourselves the task of inoculating our youth with the spirit of this community of the people at a very early age, at an age when human beings are still unperverted and therefore unspoiled. This Reich stands, and it is building itself up for the future, upon its youth. And this new Reich will give its youth to no one, but will itself take youth and give to youth its own education and its own upbringing." (Source: The Nitzkor Project)

The other day, a team of 20 social workers, police officers, and special agents stormed the home of Dirk and Petra Wunderlich because they refused to send their children to state schools. (See for example the Daily Mail report: Armed police turn up at family home with a battering ram to seize their children after they defy Germany's ban on home schooling)

It is not quite true to say that Hitler introduced the German ban on homeschooling. The laws of the third Reich extended laws that had been in place since Bismarck's Kulturkampf, and the Weimar republic re-introduced compulsory school attendance in 1919. After the war, compulsory school attendance made it into the German constitution. Nevertheless, it was the government of Adolf Hitler that introduced criminal penalties for failing to send children to school.
The story of the raid on the home of the Wunderlich family is harrowing and disgusting. Two quotations from the story:

When my wife tried to give my daughter a kiss and a hug goodbye, one of the special agents roughly elbowed her out of the way and said — "It’s too late for that".

The youngsters were taken to unknown locations after officials allegedly ominously promised the parents that they would not be seeing them again 'any time soon'.

I don't think anyone need apologise for alluding to the darker years of German history. 

Study Reveals Top Two Reasons Why Parents Homeschool
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=24001  
By Susan Brinkmann, September 5, 2013

Concern about the environment in schools and dissatisfaction with academic instruction are the top two reasons why parents choose to homeschool their children in the U.S., according to a newly released Department of Education report.

Breitbart is reporting that the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), which is the primary federal entity for collecting, analyzing, and reporting data related to education in the United States and other nations, surveyed the number of children currently being homeschooled and the reasons why their parents opted out of public or private schools.

“The study found that approximately 1,770,000 students are now homeschooled in the United States, an increase of nearly 300,000 since the 2007 NCES study, which found that 1.5 million were homeschooled,” reports Dr. Susan Berry for Breitbart.

Currently, 3.4 percent of school-aged children are being homeschooled in the U.S. with the highest rate (3.7%) found in the ninth to 12th grade level. This is followed by children in sixth to eighth grade (3.5%), third to fifth grade (3.4%) and kindergarten through second grade (3.1%).

Key differences from earlier reports on homeschooling were found in the reasons why parents are opting out of public or private school education. In the past, the majority said it was because they wanted to provide religious education to their children, but that reason has dropped into third place. Ninety-one percent of the parents polled in the most recent survey said concern about the school environment, such as safety, drugs and negative peer pressure, is why they choose to home school.

The second largest group (74%) cited dissatisfaction with academic instruction to be the reason they’re educating their children themselves.  Almost two thirds, or 64% of parents, said one important reason for homeschooling was a desire to provide religious instruction.

77 percent of parents said that “a desire to provide moral instruction” was an important reason for homeschooling.

The Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) says the latest study is exciting because it shows that parents are continuing to choose homeschooling. Even though the methodology for collecting information changed since the last time the survey was taken, the latest numbers show that homeschooling households continue to increase.

“The most significant developments since the last report in 2007 (and again, we must approach this cautiously since the report methodology has changed) is that in five years, homeschooling has grown 17% when looking at the total number of students who are homeschooled, and 0.5% of the total number of K-12 students.”

“Two key differences from the 2007 report are that more parents are concerned about the environment of other schools, and fewer parents stated that their number one reason for homeschooling was because of their desire for religious or moral instruction,” noted HSLDA.

New Bill Targets Homeschoolers in Ohio

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=26604    
By Susan Brinkmann, December 9, 2013

Ohio Senator Capri Cafaro (D) has introduced a bill that will subject homeschooling parents to investigations and possible interventions before being allowed to homeschool their children.

The Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) is reporting that Cafaro introduced Senate Bill 248 on December 3 in response to the death of 14 year-old Teddy Foltz-Tedesco, a homeschooled child who was beaten to death by his mother’s boyfriend in January, 2013. Teddy had been abused for years by the boyfriend and was only withdrawn from public school after teachers reported the abuse to authorities.

Even though there is no evidence linking Teddy’s death to homeschooling, Cafaro is now blaming homeschoolers for the tragedy by introducing a bill that will burden all homeschooling families with rules that the HSLDA calls “breathtakingly onerous” in their scope.

“It requires all parents who homeschool to undergo a social services investigation which would ultimately determine if homeschooling would be permittedm,” writes HSLDA staff attorney Mike Donnelly. “Social workers would have to interview parents and children separately, conduct background checks and determine whether homeschooling is recommended or not. If it is not recommended, parents would have to submit to an ‘intervention’ before further consideration of their request to homeschool.”
While HSLDA condemns child abuse and supports the prosecution of abusers such as the man who beat Teddy to death, Cafaro’s proposed law doesn’t address the problems that led to Teddy’s death and unfairly targets homeschooling.

“Teddy Foltz-Tedesco was killed because those responsible for protecting him did not step in as the law or common sense would have dictated,” Donnelly writes. “Although news reports indicate that abuse had been reported for years prior to Teddy’s death, it does not appear that any serious intervention was made by government authorities charged with investigating such allegations. Why was not enough done to protect Teddy from known abuse?” Donnelly asks.

He also explains why SB 248, even if was law at the time, would have done nothing to protect Teddy from the abuse that eventually killed him.

“Even if, as SB 248 would require, his mother had sought social service’s approval to homeschool and was denied, he still would have been at home subject to abuse after school. Regardless of where he went to school, Teddy was left by authorities in a home where they knew abuse was occurring. Clearly, SB 248 would not have saved Teddy.”

Rather than target thousands of decent homeschooling parents in Ohio, “policymakers like Cafaro should try to discover what prevented police and social workers who knew what was going on from taking action and faithfully enforcing Ohio’s already adequate child protection laws,” Donnelly said. “This bill is misguided and a step in the wrong direction.”

The HSLDA is asking all members in Ohio to contact the bill’s sponsors to ask them to withdraw the bill from consideration.

Supreme Court Denies German Homeschool Case 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=28280 
By Susan Brinkmann, March 4, 2014

The U. S. Supreme Court decided yesterday to deny a review of the appeal of German homeschoolers Uwe and Hannelore Romeike who have been fighting for years for asylum in the American court system.

The Romeikes fled to the United States in 2008 to avoid losing custody of their children to the German government. According to Germany’s highest court, the German ban on homeschooling is designed to insure that religious homeschoolers do not become a “parallel society.”

Michael Farris, Chairman of the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) and lead counsel for the Romeikes in the appellate courts, said, “While this is the end of the line for normal legal appeals, we are not giving up.”

The initial immigration judge hearing the case granted the Romeikes’ request for asylum in 2010 on religious freedom grounds.

The Obama Administration appealed that decision and prevailed on two levels of appeals.

Describing HSLDA’s plans for the Romeikes, Farris said, “We will pursue changes to the asylum law in this country to insure that religious freedom is once again vigorously protected in our policy. I am just glad that the Pilgrims did not face this anti-religious policy when they landed at Plymouth Rock.

“After all, the Pilgrims left England to find religious freedom, but they left Holland to find a place that was both safe for their children and which provided religious freedom,” Farris noted. “These are the very values which our nation today has decided to abandon.”

Farris did not mince words with Fox News’ Todd Starnes when he admitted that he believes the Romeike case is part of the Obama administration’s overall campaign to crush religious freedom in this country.

“The Obama administration’s attitude toward religious freedom, particularly religious freedom for Christians is shocking,” he said in an exclusive telephone interview with Starnes. “I have little doubt that if this family had been of some other faith that the decision would have never been appealed in the first place. They would have let this family stay.”

Home School Legal Defense Association is a nonprofit advocacy organization established to defend and advance the constitutional right of parents to direct the education of their children and to protect family freedoms.

German Homeschoolers Permitted to Stay in U.S.!
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=28345  

By Susan Brinkmann, March 5, 2014

The Department of Homeland Security verbally informed the attorneys for the Remeike family, the German homeschoolers who are seeking asylum in the U.S., that the family is being granted indefinite deferred action status – which means they can stay in the country as long as they don’t commit a crime.

“This is an incredible victory that I can only credit to Almighty God,” said a jubilant Michael Farris, chairman of the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA), which has been fighting for the family for years. “I also want to thank those who spoke up on this issue — including that long ago White House petition. We believe that the public outcry made a huge impact. What an amazing turnaround — in just 24 hours,” he said.

On Monday, the Supreme Court issued a denial of the Romeike families’ petition for certiorari, sparking an immediate and unprecedented reaction. Fox News told HSLDA that they recorded one million page views of the Romeike’s story in 24 hours — an all-time high. Although many were not surprised by the Supreme Court’s decision, it seemed that this was the last hope for the family to avoid being sent back to Germany where they would undoubtedly be persecuted for homeschooling their children.

Uwe Romeike said he is extremely grateful for the support and welcome he has received from America.

“We are happy to have indefinite status even though we won’t be able to get American citizenship any time soon,” Romeike said.
“As long as we can live at peace here, we are happy. We have always been ready to go wherever the Lord would lead us — and I know my citizenship isn’t really on earth. This has always been about our children. I wouldn’t have minded staying in Germany if the mistreatment targeted only me — but our whole family was targeted when German authorities would not tolerate our decision to teach our children — that is what brought us here.”

He continued: “Our entire family is deeply grateful for all the support of our friends and fellow homeschoolers and especially HSLDA. I thank God for his hand of blessing and protection over our family. We thank the American government for allowing us to stay here and to peacefully homeschool our children — it’s all we ever wanted.”

HSLDA Director of International Affairs Mike Donnelly pointed out that the only reason the Romeikes had to come to America was because of Germany’s repressive policy towards homeschoolers.

“Germany’s persecution of homeschooling parents continues and is one reason, I suspect, that DHS was willing to grant the family indefinite status,” Donnelly said. “How could our country send this loving peaceful family back to be crushed by outrageous fines, criminal prosecution, and the loss of their children? Today Germany is holding another family prisoner only because they wanted to leave to go to France to homeschool their children. How could we send the Romeikes back to be treated like that?”

Donnelly continued, “HSLDA is determined to continue working in support of beleaguered homeschooling families in Germany and other countries. The right of parents to decide how their children should be educated is a fundamental human right. The United States got it right in this case and we call on Germany to change its policy so that parents in Germany can homeschool their children in peace.”

Farris said there is no way he would have let the family go back to Germany.

“When we lost at the Sixth Circuit, I told Uwe that he would go back to Germany over my dead body. I’m glad that wasn’t necessary! This is a courageous family and one that deserves to stay here. They are modern day Pilgrims.”

Common Core Boosts Homeschool Numbers
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=35248   

By Susan Brinkmann, November 24, 2014

New evidence is showing that the ranks of homeschooling children are swelling since the imposition of the controversial Common Core State Standards at local public schools across America.

According to a report by the Cardinal Newman Society, findings in several states reveal a significant increase in the number of parents who are taking their children out of local schools and homeschooling them instead.

For example, the state of Virginia “has seen homeschooling rates nearly double over the last decade,” with the amount of the student-age population being home-schooled growing from 1.8 percent in 2002 to 2.7 percent in 2013 according to EAGnews.com.
Sylvia Diaz, coordinator of the Tri-State Homeschoolers Association, told EAG that the Common Core “has wreaked havoc with a lot of parents, and they say their children are confused and anxious.”

North Carolina is another state where homeschooling has grown 14 percent in just the last year thanks to parents who are looking to escape the troublesome new curriculum.

The phenomenon goes far beyond two states, says Laura Berquist, founder and director of the Catholic distance homeschooling program Mother of Divine Grace School based in Ojai, Calif. She has seen a “strong link” between an increase in homeschooling and implementation of Common Core across the country.

“Significant numbers of parents have told our office staff that they are enrolling to get away from the Common Core,” Berquist told the Newman Society. “In addition, a consideration of our enrollment statistics for the past two years shows a swift upswing in enrollments that matches up with the timeline of the increase in dialogue relating to institution of the Common Core standards.”

Parents are rightly concerned about the quality and content of their children’s education, she says, and are also worried about the federal government’s involvement in setting national standards.

“This is not a role that should belong to the federal government. Education has always been better handled at a more local level, and best handled by parents, who actually know and love their individual students,” she said.

“These parents also know that Common Core advocates, by their own admission, want a utilitarian education that prepares children for a job, not an education that is about goodness, truth, and beauty. As believers, our parents know that an education centered solely on this life and getting a job is not going to prepare their children for the most important (and longest) part of their lives: eternity.”

Dr. Mary Kay Clark, director of Seton Home Study School, corroborated Berquist’s findings to the Newman Society.

“There is no question that the implementation of Common Core into the classrooms of America has been a strong reason for more parents to choose home schooling,” Clark said. “More educated parents are realizing that Common Core is intended to limit parental influence and to separate students from parental values.”

She continued: “The public school system is dedicated to teaching certain social values. Over the past decades, we have seen these values change from the Judeo-Christian values, upon which our nation was founded, to something quite different.”

The best way to avoid this is to teach children at home, she said, and “the natural consequence of this has been the strengthening of Catholic home schooling families.”

Furor Grows Over Treatment of Arkansas Homeschoolers
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=36820    

By Susan Brinkmann, January 20, 2015





In the middle of the night on January 12, 2015, police raided the Arkansas home of Hal and Michelle Stanley and removed their seven children – all because they had a mineral supplement in their home that was not approved by the federal government. Thus far, the children still have not been returned and families across America are crying foul.

World Net Daily is reporting on the incident which began with a complaint from an anonymous neighbor alleging that the children were seen running barefoot in the snow and that the family used an unapproved and dangerously toxic supplement known as Miracle Mineral Solution (MMS).

The solution, which is said to cure cancer, AIDS, malaria and other diseases, is 28 percent sodium chlorite in distilled water. This mixture is then added to an acid such as orange juice to produce chlorine dioxide, a potent bleach used for stripping textiles and in industrial water treatment. When imbibed in the recommended doses, it can cause nausea, vomiting, diarrhea and symptoms of severe dehydration such as dangerously low blood pressure.

Purveyors of the supplement claim it is used by the Red Cross in Africa to treat malaria, but the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies adamantly denies this claim. Several countries have issued stern warnings against the product, such as the U.S., Canada and Belgium.

However, the Stanley’s insist that only Hal was taking the supplement, which they also used to water the garden. And the reason their children were seen walking barefoot in the snow is because of a family tradition which involved the children briefly running through the snow and taking pictures of their footprints.

But instead of discussing this with the Stanleys, authorities came to the couple’s home in the middle of the night with a search warrant.

“ . . . They desired us to step outside in order to speak privately with Hal and I and not in front of the kids,” Michelle told WND. “I tried to tell them it was much warmer inside and that it was nothing for the kids to go to the back of the house for us to have privacy talking. They refused and insisted on us stepping outside.”

She continued: “After stepping outside they issued us a search warrant and said we could not enter our house or talk to our kids until the search and the investigation was through. … They said the charge was that we had a poisonous substance in our house and that the kids were being exposed to it and it endangered their welfare.”

Michelle said she told the authorities that “Never has it been used in any way to ‘poison’ our kids or even expose them in such a way as to endanger their lives.”

When she was questioned about the children running barefoot in the snow, she showed them the roughly 200 pairs of shoes owned by the family to prove that running barefoot in the snow was not the norm.

Her explanations fell on deaf ears and all seven children were removed from the home. It was supposed to be only for 72 hours, but they have been in custody for well over a week now.

According to the family’s Facebook page, a very well-known local lawyer has agreed to represent the family. Money is being raised on GoFundMe to help pay the family’s legal bills.

“This family is a Christian family, who homeschools their children,” the GoFundMe page organizer wrote. “They live a peaceful, [quiet] life and are wonderful parents. I have know[n] them for over 20 years, my children have grown up with theirs. Hal is my former pastor. If this can happen to this family [it] can happen to mine, it can happen to yours.”

Meanwhile, whoever started this family’s nightmare still has not come forward. “We asked who made the charge and if anyone could just make any accusation and they have to act on the call regardless of its validity,” Michelle said. “They said it could be a hateful neighbor, a prank caller, someone with malicious intent and they still would have to act on the call. The call was anonymous and therefore the caller was protected while all our rights were taken away.”

Number of Homeschoolers doubles
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=54813     

By Susan Brinkmann, November 2, 2016

As of 2012, there are approximately 1.8 million U.S. children who are home-schooled – a number that has doubled since 1999.
The Washington Post is reporting on new statistics released by the U.S. Department of Education yesterday in which it found that home-schooled students represent 3.4 percent (1.8 million) of the U.S. student population between the ages of 5 and 17. In 1999, there were approximately 850,000 representing 1.7 percent of the U.S. student population.

The report found that the number of home-schooled students rose the fastest between 1999 and 2007, then slowed between 2007 and 2012.

Most home-schoolers were found to be white and living above the poverty line. About a third live in rural areas while slightly more than a third live in the suburbs. Slightly less than a third live in cities.

Four in ten homeschoolers were being taught by college educated parents with only about one in 10 who were learning from parents who did not graduate from high school.

According to the report, it was difficult to tell if parents’ reasons for homeschooling have changed much in recent years. In 2007, 36 percent said that providing “religious or moral instruction” was the most important reason for homeschooling. In 2012, the question was asked differently – with moral and religious reasons asked separately – and found that 17 percent did so to impart religious instruction and five percent to impart moral instruction.

Safety issues, such as protecting children from violence and drug and peer pressure was another reason for homeschooling with 21 percent citing this concern in 2007 and 25 percent naming it in 2012.

The report also documented the methods of homeschooling and found that:

• Websites, homeschooling catalogs, public libraries, and bookstores were the more frequently cited sources of curriculum for homeschooled students in 2012. Curricula from public and private schools were among the least cited (figure 2).

• About a quarter of homeschooled students had parents who took a course to prepare for their child’s home instruction (figure 3).

• About a third of middle school-level homeschooled students (35 percent) and a third of high schoollevel (34 percent) homeschooled students took online courses (figure 4).

Whatever the method used, homeschooled students continue to outpace their public school peers.

According to statistics gathered by the National Home Education Research Network:

• The home-educated typically score 15 to 30 percentile points above public-school students on standardized academic achievement tests. (The public school average is the 50th percentile; scores range from 1 to 99.) A 2015 study found Black homeschool students to be scoring 23 to 42 percentile points above Black public school students (Ray, 2015).

• Homeschool students score above average on achievement tests regardless of their parents’ level of formal education or their family’s household income.

• Whether homeschool parents were ever certified teachers is not related to their children’s academic achievement.

• Degree of state control and regulation of homeschooling is not related to academic achievement.

• Home-educated students typically score above average on the SAT and ACT tests that colleges consider for admissions.

• Homeschool students are increasingly being actively recruited by colleges.

Homeschool families sue NYC for systematic abuse
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=57059      

By Susan Brinkmann, February 6, 2017
The treatment of homeschooling families in New York City has become so deplorable that legal action has now been taken against the city for “systematic mistreatment of homeschool families.”

According to the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA), a lawsuit was filed in December to defend homeschooling families such as that of Tanya Acevedo of New York City who followed all the rules for notifying the school district within 14 days of withdrawing a child from school and filing all of the necessary paperwork.

And yet in spite of this, a representative from Child Protective Services (CPS) still showed up at her door to announce that she was being investigated for “educational neglect.” They proceeded to enter her home, interview her child in private, even look in her refrigerator before leaving her with the stern message that she needed to show up at the CPS office the following day with her child and her paperwork.

Instead, she called the lawyers at the HSLDA who saw this case as the “last straw” in a string of similar complaints from homeschool families in New York City.

“What happened to Tanya was the last straw,” said Jim Mason, HSLDA vice president of litigation. “Before this, there had been a string of what seemed to be bureaucratic oversights: people would fail to receive responses to their requests or letters, or else they wouldn’t receive their metro benefits. But this invasion of Tanya’s privacy was beyond the pale.”

His investigation found that it was common for the district to not file families’ homeschool notices, then report them to CPS.

HSLDA contact attorney in the city, T. J. Schmidt, said it was common for the district to not file families’ notices, then report them to CPS.  In addition, the state’s homeschooling regulations are so antiquated that he spends most of his time sorting out paperwork issues between homeschooling families and school districts.

He cited a myriad of problems such as how the city consolidated all of the administrative functions relating to homeschooling for all the school districts in all five NYC boroughs into one central office in Manhattan. Because it underfunds and undermans this office, delays and lost paperwork are routine. Worse, the central homeschool office controls the attendance database for all schools in the city inasmuch as the data relates to homeschooling.

As a result, this dysfunctional arrangement is causing homeschool families like Tanya’s to suffer unnecessary abuse.

“Tanya both withdrew her child and gave the district notice on the same day. Everyone was on the same page,” Mason told the Federalist. “You don’t have to wait or give the district permission. They have no cause to investigate you or even mark your child absent.” 

He added: “New York Public Schools believe that you need to have their permission to withdraw your student from their system and begin home-schooling. That’s entirely contrary to the law.”

As a result, the HSLDA filed a civil rights lawsuit against New York City public schools over their systematic mistreatment of homeschooling families.

“We are asking for money damages and for a court to order the New York City bureaucracy to simply follow New York’s homeschooling regulation,” Mason said.

Thus far, no ruling has been made in the case.

Why Homeschoolers oppose school choice Bill
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=57300      

By Susan Brinkmann, February 20, 2017
Even though homeschooling families stand to gain from a proposed new law designed to distribute Federal funds for elementary and secondary education in the form of vouchers, this same bill could pose problems down the road.

William A. Estrada, Esq., director of Federal Relations at the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA), explains that a bill known as H.R. 610, which has been introduced in the House of Representatives, calls for sending all federal education dollars directly to states in the form of federal grants so that state can distribute the money as vouchers to public, private, and homeschool students.

While this sounds great, Estrada is warning homeschooling families that government money always leads to government control – something that might not work out so well if an administration opposing school choice comes to power in the U.S. in the future.

“If the bill only applied to public schools and traditional brick-and-mortar private schools, HSLDA would take no official position on it,” Estrada writes. “There is no question that many millions of children are stuck in public schools that fail to meet their needs, and school choice would be an incredible benefit to them.”

However, including homeschooling in the bill could become a “slippery slope” toward more federal involvement and control of homeschooling.

For example, the bill creates a “federal right to homeschool.”

“While this sounds good, HSLDA has fought — successfully—for decades to make sure that there is no ‘federal right to homeschool’ because what could be created by a favorable Congress could be regulated by a future, hostile Congress,” Estrada explains.

“It is far better (and far more constitutionally sound) for education decisions—and homeschool freedom—to be protected at the state level. We ask our friends at the federal level to simply leave homeschooling families alone.”

The bill also requires states to track eligible students in their state as far as who is attending public school, private school, or who is being homeschools. This tracking is ordered to be done on an annual basis.

“There is only one way that states and school districts can do this: by requiring homeschooling families to register with them, and be tracked by the school district,” Estrada continues. “This will be especially problematic in states that do not require homeschooling families to file a notice of intent with the local school district. H.R. 610 will require homeschooling families in all 50 states to register with the local school district. This would be just the first cost of ‘free government money’.”

Another provision gives the government the right to decide how much parents should spend on homeschooling by requiring that federal education vouchers to parents who choose a homeschool “shall not exceed the cost of home-schooling the child.”

Estrada asks: “Who will now decide how much it costs to homeschool a child? The government.”

It also requires that vouchers “be distributed in a manner so as to ensure that such payments will be used for appropriate educational expenses” but does not define what it means by “appropriate.”

In other words, “government officials and public schools will decide what qualifies as an appropriate educational expense,” Estrada explains.

“HSLDA has heard over the course of 33 years from numerous parents who have elected to teach their children at home through a government-funded virtual or correspondence school. In their experience, they found their curriculum options shrunk as each choice had to pass a government litmus test.”

The HSDLA has contacted Rep. Trent Franks (R-AZ), a co-sponsor of the bill, and expressed concerns about how the bill would impact homeschool families and why homeschools should be left out of the bill.

“I understand the concerns of the homeschool community,” Franks responded. “My support for the bill only extends to vouchers for public school and private school students. If this bill moves forward, I would request that any language that would impose vouchers upon homeschools is taken out.”

HSLDA is asking homeschooling families to call their representatives and ask them to oppose H.R. 610.

“On principle, homeschooling has succeeded as a movement in part by being different. Unlike typical constituencies asking for our piece of the public-money pie, we have simply asked the federal government to leave us alone. This has fostered one of the most dynamic social movements of our lifetime,” Estrada writes.

The spirit of self-government at the heart of private homeschooling has led to a vibrant social network of small groups and statewide groups who depend on each other—not on the government. The homeschool movement has been a better idea because we built it ourselves.”

This performance by 5 homeschooled siblings will blow you away

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/home-schooled-kids-rock-nbc-studio-with-fiddle-tap-dancing-gig 
By Steve Weatherbe, New York, May 2, 2017
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5 of the 6 “MacMaster Leahy Kids”
Catholic Homeschools Are Fueling Vocations
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=63272 
By Susan Brinkmann, April 12, 2018

A new study has found that one in ten young men studying for ordination to the priesthood in the United States was homeschooled.

The Catholic Herald is reporting on the study, conducted by the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate (CARA) which is located at Georgetown University. Even though the number of home-schooled American Catholics is just 100,000 at the moment – compared to two million in Catholic schools – homeschools provided eight percent of the young men who are currently studying for the priesthood in the U.S.

The study found that, on average, these candidates spent seven years being homeschooled and said they were about 16 years old when they discerned their vocation.

In the Catholic Diocese of Arlington, where Father J. D. Jaffe serves as the director of vocations, the upswing in vocations from Catholic homeschool families is clearly visible.

“Homeschoolers have a disproportionately large participation in our discernment events in comparison to Catholic school and public school kids,” said Father J. D. Jaffe, director of vocations for the Diocese of Arlington to Seton Magazine. “The same increased numbers are seen in our seminarians where roughly 30% of them are from homeschooling households.”

Nikolai Brelinsky, who is currently enrolled at St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, said he believes homeschooling was helpful and a very important element in his discernment process.

“It certainly provided an atmosphere to consider it,” he told Seton Magazine. “In my personal opinion, homeschooling fosters the Catholic faith. Being homeschooled didn’t make me want to be a priest, but it did help me answer the calling through immersion of faith. Homeschooling goes hand in hand with the faith aspect.”
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