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FDA warns about Homeopathic teething treatment 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=54168  

October 7, 2016
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an official warning last week urging parents to stop using homeopathic teething treatments due to a link between the remedies and life-threatening reactions in children.

According to an FDA press release, consumers are being warned to dispose of homeopathic teething tablets and gels which are distributed by CVS, Hylands, and possibly other retail outlets.

“Consumers should seek medical care immediately if their child experiences seizures, difficulty breathing, lethargy, excessive sleepiness, muscle weakness, skin flushing, constipation, difficulty urinating, or agitation after using homeopathic teething tablets or gels,” the announcement states.

“Teething can be managed without prescription or over-the-counter remedies,” said Janet Woodcock, M.D., director of the FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation and Research. “We recommend parents and caregivers not give homeopathic teething tablets and gels to children and seek advice from their health care professional for safe alternatives.”

The FDA is analyzing adverse events reported to the agency regarding homeopathic teething tablets and gels, including seizures in infants and children who were given these products, since a 2010 safety alert about homeopathic teething tablets. The FDA is currently investigating this issue, including testing product samples, and promises to communicate with the public as more information is available.

“Homeopathic teething tablets and gels have not been evaluated or approved by the FDA for safety or efficacy. The agency is also not aware of any proven health benefit of the products, which are labeled to relieve teething symptoms in children,” the FDA states.

Healthcare professionals and consumers are being urged to report adverse events or quality problems related to the use of homeopathic teething tablets or gels to the FDA’s MedWatch Adverse Event Reporting program.

Meanwhile, a spokesman for Hyland’s, maker of Hyland’s Baby Teething Tablets and Hyland’s Baby Teething Gel, told Daily Mail Online that they were surprised by the advisory and are wondering what grounds the agency has for issuing such a warning.

“We hope to learn from the FDA what facts, if any, it has based its action on,” Hyland’s said. “We remain confident that Hyland’s Baby Teething Tablets remain safe. Of course, parents who may have concerns should consult with their physicians before using any medicines, read labels carefully and follow all instructions.”

Hylands goes on to insist that the FDA tests homeopathic remedies; however the FDA clearly states that it does not do so.

According to the National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health, whose mission is to apply rigorous scientific investigation to the usefulness and safety of complementary and alternative treatments, has found no evidence to support the use of homeopathy, for teething or any other reason.

“Most rigorous clinical trials and systematic analyses of the research on homeopathy have concluded that there is little evidence to support homeopathy as an effective treatment for any specific condition.”
FTC cracks down on homeopathic drugs 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=55160     

November 21, 2016
Effective immediately, the Federal Trade Commission will now hold over-the-counter (OTC) homeopathic “drugs” to the same standard as other products, forcing the industry to start providing credible scientific evidence for health related claims.

In a new policy statement issued on November 16, the FTC will now force homeopathic drug manufacturers to back up claims that their drugs can treat health conditions that can range anywhere from ear aches to heart disease.

As the FTC explains, homeopathy, which dates back to the 1700s, is based on the theory that disease symptoms can be treated by minute doses of substances that produce similar symptoms when provided in larger doses to healthy people. Many homeopathic products are diluted to such an extent that they no longer contain detectable levels of the initial substance. Homeopathic theories are not accepted by most modern medical experts.
For the vast majority of homeopathic solutions, “the case for efficacy is based solely on traditional homeopathic theories and there are no valid studies using current scientific methods showing the product’s efficacy,” the statement reads. As such, the marketing claims for these products are likely misleading and in violation of the FTC Act.

The policy statement also notes that “the FTC  . . .  recognizes that an OTC homeopathic drug claim that is not substantiated by competent and reliable scientific evidence might not be deceptive if the advertisement or label where it appears effectively communicates that: 1) there is no scientific evidence that the product works; and 2) the product’s claims are based only on theories of homeopathy from the 1700s that are not accepted by most modern medical experts.”

For this reason, it is requiring that labeling must “stand out and be in close proximity to the product’s efficacy message.”

In other words, consumers must be informed that there is no scientific backing to the product and that its claims are based upon theories that date back 400 years.
Alternative diet ends in baby’s death 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=58977     

May 30, 2017

Opting to substitute untested alternatives for conventional medicine resulted in the tragic death of a seven month-old baby who died after his parents determined he was gluten intolerant and had a lactose allergy. 
The Independent is reporting on the heartbreaking story of Baby Lucas, the seven-month-old son of the owners of a natural food store in Beveren, Belgium, who weighed just nine pounds when he died of dehydration and starvation in June of 2014.

Without consulting with any medical doctors, the couple arrived at their own diagnosis that their son, Lucas, had an eating disorder and placed him on an alternative diet that included quinoa milk, oat milk, and buckwheat milk, according to local media.

Doctors say that such a diet is unsuitable for the physical needs of such young children.
The couple appeared in court on Monday, May 15, where their lawyer, Karine Van Meir Venne said that “Lucas’ condition was good and sometimes less good but never quite worrying.”

Public prosecutors in Belgium see things differently and blamed the parents for their son’s death, saying: “The parents determined their own diagnosis that their child was gluten intolerant and had a lactose allergy. Not a single doctor had a dossier about Lucas and child protection services did not know about them.”

The father of the child, known only as Peter S., said the reason they didn’t seek medical care was because they didn’t think there was anything wrong with the boy.

However, prosecutors point out that in spite of the fact that the baby was gasping for air days before his death, instead of seeking medical attention at the closest hospital, the parents drove over an hour to a homeopathic physician. It was this physician who sent them to the nearest hospital but by then, it was too late.

The seven-month-old child died weighing just 9.47 lbs., which is the average weight for a newborn.

How the parents could not have suspected something wrong with a child who was so thin is bewildering to everyone involved in the tragic case.

The boy’s mother, Sandrina V., said the weight of her son went up and down. “Sometimes he gained a little weight, sometimes he lost a little. We never wished for the death of our son.”

When he died, doctors said he had a rosary around his neck and a holy card in his diaper. An autopsy confirmed that the cause of death was pathological malnutrition.

Prosecutors are asking for a prison sentence of 18 months for the parents, saying that, “Their idea of medicine has cost them their child.”

Major vet study confirms homeopathy as “Quackery” 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=61057             

October 26, 2017

Even though homeopathy is used by 500 million people worldwide, animals are also being treated with these implausible concoctions that a new study by scientists at the Royal Veterinary College London are calling quackery.
The Daily Mail is reporting on the new research, led by Professor Peter Lees and published in Veterinary Record, which reviewed more than 50 animal trials over three decades and concluded that there is no way that homeopathic “medicines” can work.

‘It is scientifically implausible that homeopathy has any effect,” Professor Lees said. “It cannot have any benefit and by giving homeopathy you may be withholding alternative drug based products which may have some benefit. Ultimately homeopathy is quackery and using it may prolong suffering and shorten lives.”

For this reason, it has been deemed “unethical and outrageous” by researchers.

This new study follows a previous decision by Britain’s National Health Service (NHS) to ban distribution of homeopathic remedies as part of a major cost-cutting drive.

Homeopathy has an enormous following in England, spurred by the support of Prince Charles. In spite of this, the NHS has stated that there is “no robust evidence” that homeopathy works and has launched a drive to stop British doctors from prescribing it.
Seven years ago, a House of Commons Science and Technology Committee report on homeopathy declared the remedies to perform no better than placebo in studies.

More recently, a 2015 report from the Australian National Health and Medical Research Council studied the results of 200 studies on the effectiveness of homeopathy and determined that these treatments are no better than a sugar pill and have not been proven effective for any condition.

Based on the concept that like cures likes, homeopathy was founded by a German doctor named Samuel Hahnemann who claimed that a substance that causes symptoms can actually be used to cure those symptoms if taken in smaller amounts. For example, infinitesimal amounts of caffeine are used to treat insomnia and traces of pollen are used to treat hay fever.

These homeopathic solutions are created in a process of dilution in alcohol or distilled water along with shaking, which is known as succussion. Proponents say the more a substance is diluted, the more powerful it becomes. Even though some solutions are diluted until not even a trace of the substance remains, homeopaths believe water has a “memory” and remembers everything that ever touched it – a theory that is not supported by known science.
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