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Implementation of Liturgical norms at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Thomas
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Subsequent to my many written complaints* (most of them recorded in my website’s Reports or Liturgy sections) to the Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore, Most Rev. George Antonysamy, concerning the many violations of the liturgical rubrics in the celebration of Holy Mass, I am happy to record herein that a brass plaque has been erected in the sacristy to remind priests to adhere to the rules. It reads:
FATHERS PLEASE STRICTLY FOLLOW THE RUBRICS FOR THE MASS

Further, the area in the sanctuary and around the altar table has been modified and reorganized to enable the celebrant to be faithful to the September 2016 CCBI “Directives for the Celebration of the Liturgy”.
With the installation of the Presidential Chair, the celebrant no more stands at the altar before the completion of the Liturgy of the Word. The Epistle readings, Gospel and Homily are delivered from the ambo (not anymore from the altar) and, on the opposite side is the place from which the Prayers of the Faithful are recited. The altar also remains completely bare, except for a pair of candle stands, till just before the Liturgy of the Eucharist is to commence.

The above pertains only to the Cathedral Basilica of St. Thomas.

I have also taken up with the Archbishop (page 3 of the file** below) the matter of albs not being used in the Cathedral or anywhere else in the archdiocese; Archbishop Antonysamy is yet to ensure that priests wear the alb (and stole) over their cassock before donning the chasuble (chapter V, page 33 of the Directives, and Redemptionis Sacramentum #122 to 125). If one looks at the photograph taken by me in the sacristy, one will see a stole and a chasuble kept ready for the priest but no alb and no cincture.
If one studies Redemptionis Sacramentum, Musicam Sacram and other Documents, and reads the Directives as thoroughly as I have done, one will observe that there are many other liturgical issues (violations of the rubrics as well as aberrations) that need to be rectified in EVERY SINGLE PARISH in the Archdiocese.

It is the duty of the local Ordinary to ensure the correct and faithful celebration of the Sacred Liturgy.

“The vestment proper to the Priest celebrant at Mass, and in other sacred actions directly connected with Mass unless otherwise indicated, is the chasuble, worn over the alb and stole.”[213] Likewise the Priest, in putting on the chasuble according to the rubrics, is not to omit the stole. All Ordinaries should be vigilant in order that all usage to the contrary be eradicated. (RS #123)
The abuse is reprobated whereby the sacred ministers celebrate Holy Mass or other rites without sacred vestments or with only a stole over the monastic cowl or the common habit of religious or ordinary clothes, contrary to the prescriptions of the liturgical books, even when there is only one minister participating.[216] In order that such abuses be corrected as quickly as possible, Ordinaries should take care that in all churches and oratories subject to their jurisdiction there is present an adequate supply of liturgical vestments made in accordance with the norms. (RS #126)
*LITURGICAL ABUSES IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF MADRAS-MYLAPORE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LITURGICAL_ABUSES_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_MADRAS-MYLAPORE.doc
**ALBS STOLES AND CHASUBLES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ALBS_STOLES_AND_CHASUBLES.doc
LITURGICAL VESTMENTS AND THE VESTING PRAYERS OFFICE FOR THE LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS OF THE SUPREME PONTIFF FEBRUARY 16, 2010 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LITURGICAL_VESTMENTS_AND_THE_VESTING_PRAYERS.doc
