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Why do we cheer Sr Petrini, when we don’t want the same in India?
https://mattersindia.com/2021/11/why-do-we-cheer-sr-petrini-when-we-dont-want-the-same-in-india/
[Sr.] Noella de Souza, Mumbai, November 7, 2021
“Indians cheer Italian nun at key Vatican post” is the headline of a news report, but surprisingly the leaders of the sisters in India who have commented are precisely the ones who are the slowest in bringing about change in the lives and structure of life for women religious in India.
To me this seems lipspeak. I wonder why? Are they so afraid of the bishops and hierarchy that they want to keep in their good books and not soil their reputation? Would it not be to their advantage that they genuinely and authentically uphold their reputation by confronting those who systemically keep it down?

There are other opinions voiced after this appointment that seem to think that sisters are appointed as they can be easily controlled. Lay women make bold steps thus are not tolerated. Consequently the lot falls on women religious.

There are two completely different issues mentioned above, nonetheless both need to be given serious consideration.

There was a study on women religious recently done that called attention to the problematic issues faced by women religious in their relationship with clergy in different parts of India and yes, our leaders tend to connive with the clergy, but they need to ask themselves why they do it. For me, it’s betraying the faith their communities put in them. Once more I reiterate, what are the habituated and learned patterns by which they uphold their personal or congregational name? This needs to be seriously discerned by those who indulge in this behavior.

Secondly, the issue that sisters are appointed so they can be easily controlled….. Yes on this second point too. Unfortunately, the formation given in most religious congregations of women teach and practise, out of respect to listen to the clergymen who interact with them. This, to my knowledge, is misused by many, when you see the amount of power that is bandied around regarding the refusal of sacraments in convents, as a way of obliging sisters to conform to clergy demands.

Power is used from the pulpit or work place to humiliate, criticize and belittle them. Power refuses to acknowledge the professional competence of sisters, where oftentimes sisters are expected to give free service in the pastor sector. It is high time brothers that you left your male superiority and need for patriarchal control and prestige behind and thought of mutual respect and communion. Until now, there have been signs of change, but only on paper. NOW it is time for you, hierarchy included, to undertake a serious discernment regarding their relationship with the sisters they work with.

We sisters are also doing the same, and one thing is clear, we will not tolerate being enslaved by Church authorities and clergy anymore. There is less fear and more calls for ‘End of Patriarchy.’ The rumbling of the groundswell is increasing and slowly the awareness of many women religious is changing direction too. We are rising – beyond our exploitation, from our exclusion, against all odds, here and there, everywhere in the country, women religious are rising!

Can we answer our common call to work for a Mission where as equal partners we can sit at the same table, and on stretching our personal boundaries, collaborate in expanding the reign of God through structural and systemic change?

I sincerely hope we can take on this magnanimous in this task which lies ahead of us together.

Indian Catholic women continue to comment on Vatican posts
https://mattersindia.com/2021/11/indian-catholic-women-continue-to-comment-on-vatican-posts/
Virginia Saldanha, Mumbai, November 9, 2021
While all appreciate Pope Francis forging ahead appointing women to positions in the Vatican, there are questions raised about these appointments. Here, I bring some more voices of women representing laity of the Indian Catholic Church.
The first question is, why are only religious sisters are being appointed? What about the larger majority of women who are not religious, yet work closely with the Church and are competent as well.

“We also look forward with hope that we who are the majority among women especially in the secular sphere may have representation, presence and a voice in the Church someday. Let not the Church divide us by religious sisters supporting the religious sister’s appointment, and the rest of women being ignored,” Says Raynah Braganza Passanah, chairperson of the Pune Diocese Commission for Women.

In 1996, five years after the appointment of a religious sister as the executive secretary of the Commission for Women in the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI), an evaluation was done and the findings pointed out that if a non-religious woman was appointed in that position, the commission would fulfil its mandate for the empowerment of women.

It was felt that it was difficult for a religious woman to take the bold steps that a non-religious woman would have the courage to take. Religious women have been trained to be obedient to the clergy and hierarchy and never to disagree with them. If a religious sister does anything that rocks the hierarchical boat, she can easily be brought in line through the leadership of her congregation.

“I also question why only sisters?” asks Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, advisor to the CBCI Council for Women. But she clarifies, “It is important to check their qualification and experience irrespective of the fact that one is a sister or not, because that is what matters

We are well aware that “Patriarchy refuses to release its tight grip on women in the Church,” points out Kochurani Abraham, a Kerala based feminist theologian. She went on to say, “I laughed at the remark of an Indian sister who said that she cheers the appointment of Sister Petrini, because ‘she is a replica of all women!’. I was reminded of the glorified Mary in heaven being projected as a liberative icon for all the enslaved women of the Church on earth.”

“The appointment is mere tokenism for women which can only take us so far. And as long as the appointee is a religious sister, the status quo will be maintained,” asserts Raynah. Her concern is, “what is one woman going to do in a sea of men who have greater authority than she does, one wonders what kind of an impact can she make?”

I would like to situate all these concerns within the framework of synodality. Pope Francis has called for a Synodal Church, one that walks together, where no difference is shown between lay, religious or clergy. The poster of the Synod vividly represents this walking together. Yet the structures that we have to work with do not necessarily facilitate this walking together.

The structures are still controlled by the clergy and the hierarchy. The voice of the non-ordained, non-religious persons, or those who do not belong to any pious association, is not likely to be heard beyond the diocesan phase. Even, if they do get heard at the diocesan stage, it is likely that they will get filtered out at the national level, the continental level and finally at the Bishops’ Synod in 2023, where women’s voice is absent.

Do the male hierarchy see women as so inferior that they are incapable of handling authority in the Church?

Why do women have to constantly depend on men in the Church, when Jesus, in whose name the Church functions, brought women to the fore when he broke the Word to women (Mary the sister of Lazarus), he made a woman (Mary of Magdala) the first bearer of the good news of his resurrection, and he refused to condemn a woman for the sin of adultery as he made the men aware that she was not alone in this sin.

The gospels and Acts of the Apostles (story of the early Church) are replete with instances of women’s leadership. Why then, does the Church in the 21st century continue to ignore what Jesus did for women?
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