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India passes radical late-term abortion bill, with Church being largely silent
Abortion between 20 and 24 weeks for ‘therapeutic, eugenic, humanitarian and social’ reasons will now be legal, with extensions for babies with ‘substantial fetal abnormalities.’

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/india-passes-radical-late-term-abortion-bill-with-church-being-largely-silent 
Raymond Wolfe, March 23, 2021
LifeSiteNews has been permanently banned on YouTube. Click HERE to sign up to receive emails when we add to our video library.
The Parliament of India passed a radical pro-abortion bill last week, authorizing late-term abortion up to the moment of birth, with little condemnation from the Catholic Church.

Rayja Shaba, India’s upper legislative chamber, voted last Tuesday to broadly legalize the killing of unborn babies up to 24 weeks into pregnancy, NDTV reported. The lower chamber of India had approved the bill last March.

Current Indian law already permits abortions between 12 and 20 weeks of pregnancy if at least two doctors sign off on it.

The new legislation, called the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Amendment, liberalizes abortion regulations even further, allowing abortion until 20 weeks of pregnancy based on a single doctor’s opinion. The bill also legalizes abortion between 20 and 24 weeks for “therapeutic, eugenic, humanitarian and social” reasons.

The 24-week limit could be extended, however, for babies with “substantial fetal abnormalities,” greenlighting abortion virtually up to the moment of birth.

By 20 weeks, unborn babies are nearly one foot long and feel pain, sometimes with greater sensitivity than adults. At 24 weeks, babies have highly developed organs and facial muscles, and are viable with proper treatment. For example, the news service of the Catholic archdiocese of Verapoly, India, reported late last year that a baby in the Indian state of Kerala survived after being born at 23 weeks and under 1 pound.

The most common method of aborting babies in the second trimester is the gruesome procedure of “dilation and extraction,” also known as dismemberment abortion. In the case of dismemberment abortion, as Live Action notes,

the abortionist uses a sopher clamp — a grasping instrument with rows of sharp “teeth” — to grasp and pull the baby’s arms and legs, tearing the limbs from the child’s body. The abortionist continues to grasp intestines, spine, heart, lungs, and any other limbs or body parts. The most difficult part of the procedure is usually finding, grasping and crushing the baby’s head.

Dismemberment techniques can be used in late-term abortions as well, which typically involve killing sometimes fully formed babies by injecting them with digoxin or potassium chloride. A mother who undergoes that procedure still has to go through labor and delivery, birthing her dead baby’s body.

The expansion of late-term abortion in India is expected to dramatically raise the country’s exceptionally high abortion rate. “Around 15.6 million abortions took place in India in 2015. If the new Act gets implemented, this number will be doubled,” Verapoly Archbishop Dr. Joseph Kalathiparambil said earlier this year.
“Everyone who understands the value of a life should protest against the Bill. We shouldn’t remain silent when innocent babies are being killed. If we choose not to react, all of us will be responsible for their death,” he continued.

The Catholic Church in India nevertheless has remained largely silent on the passage of the bill, with little condemnation from the official channels of the Indian bishops’ conference. Although the bishops of Kerala had slammed the bill last month, and committed to organizing statewide protests against it, few demonstrations appear to have materialized.

“There is radio silence from the Church,” one commentator, Dr. Sharon Fredrick Lasrado, said on Tuesday. “[I]t has failed to even register a token protest against the passage of the bill,” she added.
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