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MICHAEL PRABHU JULY 1, 2021, UPDATED
 
Over the past 18 months or so, since the Covid-19 pandemic broke, I have read at least a couple of thousand Catholic articles and reports on various aspects of it including those of ‘internment camps’ and enforced quarantines (there were quarantine horror stories from Canada), the efficacy (or lack of it) of wearing masks (masks were a Covid risk, not a solution, we were told, and were being mandated to ‘control population’), the morality and efficacy of state-imposed lockdowns, the various vaccines produced (and whether some of them are prepared from cells derived from aborted human foetuses or not; Pope Francis as well as Benedict XVI took the shot), the effectiveness of the various jabs in preventing infection (vaccine cure claims were vigorously debunked), the obligatory vaccination of private and public sector employees (the Vatican issued a decree aimed at its workers),  the legality of issuing vaccine passports to control movement between borders, etc.
Drs. Anthony Fauci of the US, Sanjay Gupta of CNN, and Tedros Ghebreyesus of the WHO became household names.

Few are aware that three “documents” -- from both moral as well as spiritual (one is on indulgences) perspectives -- have been issued by Rome in relation to the Covid pandemic.

One of them, Humana Communitas, was dubbed a “godless Document” by commentators.
Also for Catholics there were the debates on church closures (some dioceses and parishes opted to keep their doors open, defying both government as well as episcopal/papal orders), Holy Communion only in the hand instead of on the tongue, bans on singing by choirs, caps on the numbers of Mass attendees, outdoor and drive-in Masses, etc.
Bishops did not permit Masses even in instances where there was no State objection.

Priests were fined or/and arrested for defying state-mandated Mass-ban orders.

Others were disciplined for distributing Holy Communion.

Sunday and Feast Day Masses were no longer obligatory; televised Masses became the norm and people received Spiritual Communion routinely.

Parish and diocesan coffers ran dry; so did the Vatican’s.

There has also been speculation on whether the pandemic is a “scourge for apostasy”, a “divine chastisement” for the sins of this generation, with a few individuals preaching (though not online) apocalyptic messages including that the vax is the “mark of the Beast” (cf. the Book of Revelation).

Under cover of the Covid crisis, the Vatican prohibited “private” Masses” (as if there was any such thing in the first place), and a few weeks later restricted the Extraordinary Form of the Mass (the Traditional Latin Mass) for reasons that are being contested. 

Things got so messy that leading pro-life media LifeSiteNews got banned by Facebook, YouTube, etc. for telling the truth about Covid.
Knowing that I study (and write) a lot, not a few individuals have asked me my personal opinion/s… and my conclusion/s. All that I can say after months of reading and assimilation of Catholic information of every conservative-traditional hue (I don’t subscribe to reading the dissenting/liberal media), is that I really don’t know. 

Families gave up vacations and annual pilgrimages rather than mask/take the shot.

Bioethics aside, the matter is very complex, encompassing areas like infringement on human rights and freedom of the individual to choose. This is in relation not only to the vaccine itself but also to social distancing, quarantines, lockdowns, mask-wearing, rejection of drugs like hydroxychloroquine and Ivermectin, Catholics having to cremate rather than bury their dead, etc.

Then there are the conspiracy theories, the alleged manipulations by Big Media, Big Money/Big Tech (Bill Gates and Mike Bloomberg were accused of influencing Covid policy, death counts; several billionaires’ wealth increased manifold), and Big Pharma. 
Canon Lawyers release their expert analyses. Eminent clerics like Archbishop Viganò regularly pitched in with their opinions and views, and Cardinals have openly disagreed with Pope Francis, even defying orders on the shutting of churches (Lourdes, too, a centre for miraculous healing, was closed, while Fatima was sealed off by the army) and the bans on offering Masses. 
There’s been much writing on “The Great Reset” of the world economy (you had better read my collated files to understand what that means). Even Archbishop Viganò had plenty to say on that.
The phrase “New World Order” began to figure in more and more Catholic studies of the pandemic.

Indeed, our vocabulary changed. For forever. But I won’t go into that here.
Pressed on whether I would take the jab or not, my response is that -- knowing what I do know now, and not for any specific reason that I can spell out (and not only because some vaccines are not derived from the cells of aborted fetal tissue) -- I would preferably not.  

As my response, I have selected the most interesting (300 and counting) of the Catholic items that I have read, and uploaded them at www.ephesians-511.net. They (with individual titles and links) will be available in one single file at my web site by mid-August 2021. It will be up to the individual reader to evaluate and decide for himself/herself.

The title and link of that particular file:

ALL YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC FROM A CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVE-MICHAEL PRABHU 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALL_YOU_WANTED_TO_KNOW_ABOUT_THE_CORONAVIRUS_PANDEMIC_FROM_A_CATHOLIC_PERSPECTIVE-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc  
Now to come to the title (“…confessions…”) of the present file, I can speak only for those parishes in the archdiocese of Madras-Mylapore in the vicinity of my residence.

My wife and I used to attend the Traditional Latin Mass Sundays and were voluntarily habituated to weekly confession. Since the Latin Mass is always preceded by the Holy Rosary, we were assured of plenary indulgences at least on the days that we attended Holy Mass. Our children, their spouses and our grandchildren were not as regular as we were, but were frequent in making their confessions.
With the advent of the pandemic, the Latin Mass priests who were traveling here from outside simply could not make it to Chennai anymore. Gone was Mass, as well as Confession. With the ensuing series of lockdowns and church closures, our families could not avail ourselves of the Sacraments since February 2020.  

Even in ‘normal’ times, it was always difficult, often embarrassing, to search for, pursue and request a priest to hear our Confessions. Now, it became nearly impossible.

Enquiries made by me in a couple of parishes during the lockdowns revealed no clarity on the availability of an obliging priest. Holy Week came with no change that we could find.
Below, the Lenten program of a nearby parish has everything but time for Confessions. 

I conveyed this concern to my archbishop in a personal meeting with him post-Holy Week.

He said that he would make enquiries and get back to me. He didn’t.
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ST. LOUIS CHURCH
No. 10, 3rd Canal Cross Road,
Gandhi Nagar, Adyar, Chennai - 600 020,
HOLY WEEK PROGRAMME - 2021
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6.45am. | Blessing of Palms and Procession from

St. Michael's School - Mass in Tamil

Church.

28032021

Palm Sunday |5.30 5.m. | Blessing of Paims and Pracession from

St. Michael's School - Mass in English

Church.

11.00 am.| Mass in English

Church
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6.30 pm. | Solemn Mass in English
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6.30 p.m. | Solemn Mass in Tamil
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10.00 a.m.| Stations of the Crass English

Church

11.00 am. | Stations of the Cross Malayalam

Church

Good Friday

02.00p.m| Stations of the Cross Tamil

Patrician Callege

02042021

0230 pm/ Divine Mercy Novena

03.00 p.m Veneration of the Cross Tamil

03.00 p.m/ Veneration of the Cross English
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Holy Saturday

07.00 p.m.] Easter Vigil - English

03-04-2021

09.30p.m. | Easter Vigl - Tamil

7.00a.m. | Easter High Mass - Engish

Easter

8.45am. | Easter High Mass - Tamil

Sunday
04042021

11.00 a.m.| Mass in English - For Senior Citizens

No Evening Mass.

PLEASE NOTE :
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1. There will be no svening mass on 28-03-2021 instead Archdiocesan
Stations of the Cross, followed by Pontifical High Mass at

Little Mount at5.00 pm.

REV. FR. PA. JACOB (Parish Priest) Cell : 3443117846 | 8778677370
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8.30am.

Bee 8 - St. Angel Gabriel
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Stations of the Cross - English

02-04-2021

10.00 a.m.

Statians of the Cross - Malayalam
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Holy Week 2021 programme of St. Louis Church, Adyar, Chennai
For the past eighteen months, we both (my wife and I are in our 70s, and she is stricken with cancer) and our families have had the blessing of receiving the Sacraments through the ministry of a kind priest who has a large pastoral heart. Through the pandemic period, he traveled great distances to hear people’s Confessions and distribute Holy Communion.

I do not know of any other Chennai priest who is doing this for our people. God bless him.

I recall that three people, one was a middle-aged friend who has since expired, and two are relatives, declined to make their confessions to the above-referred priest who confessed our family in their presence. They declined to avail the opportunity. This despite the fact that churches had been closed and priests were unavailable since many months. That they wouldn’t make their confessions along with us greatly saddened us.

There is yet another lamentable aspect that I need to bring up. Post-Vatican II (and I’m not saying that it is a result of it; you decide for yourself…) Confession went into decline in the universal Church. The confession cubicle or box that virtually guaranteed privacy and anonymity disappeared. The Cathedral Basilica of St. Thomas in Santhome (San Thome) had four large ornate wooden confessionals. They were removed to make room for a couple of pews to seat Mass attendees, not that it increased their numbers even by a small percentile considering where the pews were then located in the church building.

They gave way to mostly across-the-table confessions in priests’ office rooms, further reducing the number of faithful who wished to confess their sins to a priest. 

The lockdowns and lengthy church closures have not only probably killed the Sunday Mass habit for many lukewarm Catholics, they have almost certainly impacted a number of those already few individuals who were shaky on confessing.

No Santhome Basilica priest or parish council member appeared to have given a thought to locating the confessionals elsewhere on the premises (at the very least, the Basilica’s museum could have been considered to hold one of them!) But floor area is money. It’s real estate. Why occupy valuable space with ‘out-of-date’ inconveniences like confessionals?

If anyone’s to blame for the sad situation, it’s our bishops and priests.

But the final reason for my writing this report is that not one of the Catholic articles I read dealt with the impact of the pandemic on confessions.

CONFESSION-RELATED FILES
PRIVATE CONFESSION-ITS ORIGINS AND THE CORRECT WAY OF MAKING IT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PRIVATE_CONFESSION-ITS_ORIGINS_AND_THE_CORRECT_WAY_OF_MAKING_IT.doc
CONFESSION-THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CONFESSION-THE_SACRAMENT_OF_RECONCILIATION.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 38-CONFESSIONAL ABSOLUTION WITHOUT A SHRED OF REPENTANCE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_38-CONFESSIONAL_ABSOLUTION_WITHOUT_A_SHRED_OF_REPENTANCE.doc
SECRECY OF CONFESSION CANNOT BE VIOLATED VATICAN AFFIRMS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SECRECY_OF_CONFESSION_CANNOT_BE_VIOLATED_VATICAN_AFFIRMS.doc 

BROTHER PRIESTS, WHY AREN’T YOU HEARING MORE CONFESSIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BROTHER_PRIESTS_WHY_ARENT_YOU_HEARING_MORE_CONFESSIONS.doc
CONFESSION AND THE BIBLE-JOHN MARTIGNONI 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONFESSION_AND_THE_BIBLE-JOHN_MARTIGNONI.doc
TIMEFRAME FOR VALIDITY OF CONFESSION FOR OBTAINING PLENARY INDULGENCES 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TIMEFRAME_FOR_VALIDITY_OF_CONFESSION_FOR_OBTAINING_PLENARY_INDULGENCES.doc
MAY CONFESSIONS BE HEARD DURING MASS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MAY_CONFESSIONS_BE_HEARD_DURING_MASS.doc
INTERRUPTING A MASS FOR CONFESSIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INTERRUPTING_A_MASS_FOR_CONFESSIONS.doc
WHY DO YOU REPEAT YOUR SINS IN CONFESSION? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_DO_YOU_REPEAT_YOUR_SINS_IN_CONFESSION.doc 
CREMATION-RELATED FILES
AD RESURGENDUM CUM CHRISTO-IN CASE OF CREMATION CDF OCTOBER 25, 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AD_RESURGENDUM_CUM_CHRISTO-IN_CASE_OF_CREMATION.doc
CREMATION, BURIAL AND FUNERAL MASSES 41 pages
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CREMATION_BURIAL_AND_FUNERAL_MASSES.doc
WHY CATHOLICS SHOULD OPPOSE CREMATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_CATHOLICS_SHOULD_OPPOSE_CREMATION.doc
