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JANUARY 26, 2017
Isaiah 42 describes Muhammad

http://www.discoveringislam.org/isaiah_42.htm
(This is an edited & modified version of an article that appears on www.Jews-for-Allah.com)

1- "Behold my servant, whom I uphold; Mine Elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles."

Until "...delighteth"

If we consider "mine elect" as a noun then Mine elect = God’s Chosen = Mustafa (in Arabic). One of the name tiles of our Prophet Muhammad is Al-Mustafa (SAW).  

After "delighteth..."

All prophets mentioned in the Bible after Jacob (pbuh) came for Israelites, not Gentiles. This includes Jesus (pbuh) (look Matthew 15:21-26, Matthew 10:5-6 and many more). And Jesus (pbuh) did not stay on earth long enough to do that.  But Muhammad (pbuh) was a Gentile and he brought message and judgment to Gentiles first.

2- "He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heart in the street."

Here the word "not cry" is used as "not complain about the duty that I gave him" because we see in verse 13 God says "... he shall cry". There is a difference between these two using of the word cry. Now if we read your Bible Matthew 26:39-42, we can not say that Jesus (pbuh) never complained.

But if you read the life of Muhammad (pbuh), the history of Islam you cannot find even one complaining word of Muhammad (pbuh) about the mission (duty) that given by God Almighty.

3- "A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth."

This is true almost all prophets.

4- He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he had set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.

Until "earth:"

Jesus (pbuh) couldn’t finish his mission which had continued only for ~3 years. He fall and discouraged (you will find many places in New Testament about this) and he couldn’t set judgment in the earth, because his followers were a few and they had little faith (you will find many places in New Testament about this). And yet they "forsook him and fled" at the time that Roman soldiers came to arrest Jesus   (pbuh). And Jesus (pbuh) himself says "My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be   delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence " John 18:36

But Muhammad established a state and ruled with his law that given by God. Therefore he set judgment in the earth and he did not fall and he was not discouraged.

After "earth:"

Here God says "his law", and in verse 9 says "former things come to pass". This means that he (new prophet) will bring new law. But if we read the Bible again, we see that Jesus (pbuh) says Matthew 5:17 "Think not I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy but fulfill". And if we read further we understand that Jesus (pbuh) did not come with new law.

But Muhammad (pbuh) came with new law.

5- "Thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which come out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein;"

6- "I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles."

Muhammad (pbuh) is a descendent of Abraham (pbuh) and was sent by God to the Gentiles.

7- "To open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house."

"To open blind eyes". If we read verse 19, we will see more clearly that the word "blind" is used as idiom. I It means he will show people the things that they did not know and will show people how to comprehend God and His message.

Prison is used as an idiom too. If a spirit doesn’t know God and doesn’t obey Him, then that spirit is in prison of Satan, and that person is prisoner of Satan. By accepting oneness of God and by obeying Him, the spirit of a person will be free and this makes that person free from prison of Satan. And in verse 8 God clearly states what He meant.

8- "I am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images."

(With explanation of verse 7) we understand that the person that God is talking about will come to a place that people worship idols as their gods. If we read verse 17, we may understand this better.

From verses 7 and 8, we understand that God is not talking about Jesus (pbuh) but Muhammad (pbuh). Because Jesus (pbuh) came to Israelites and they were not worshipping idols. But Muhammad (pbuh) came during the “Jahilliya” (Age of Ignorance) period of Arabs and destroy the idols. If we read verse 17, it will be understood more clearly.

9- "Behold, the former things come to pass, the new things do I declare:  before they spring forth I tell you of them."

As we read in verse 4 and my explanation of it, the person, God is talking about, will come new law. And this person cannot be Jesus (pbuh) because of the reasons stated above. This person is nobody, but prophet Muhammad (pbuh).

10- "Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise, ye that go down to the   sea, and all that is therein; the isles and inhabitants thereof."

If you want to hear this new song please listen to someone reciting the Qur’an. The new song that God talking about is Noble Qur’an. If you hear how people recite the Noble Qur’an, you will understand what God is talking about.

11- "Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains."

12- "Let them give glory unto the Lord, and declare his praise in the Islands."

Kedar is son of Ishmael (pbuh) (Genesis 25:13-16), and has nothing to do with Jesus (pbuh). This verse (verse 11) is not talking about Jesus (pbuh) but Muhammad (pbuh). As you know Muhammad (pbuh) is descendent of Abraham (pbuh) through Ishmael (pbuh). And the cities that they inhabited are in Arabia namely Telma (Tema/Teman), Yathrib (Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah), Paran (Makkah) etc. And if you observe the ritual of Muslims (especially during Hajj), you will see that cities (Makkah and Al-Madinah) lift up their voices** and people shout and glorify Allah from top of mountains, especially Mt. Arafat**.  The rock is the rock that God sent to Adam from heaven, and it is located at the side of Kaba. As you know Muslim people make 7 tours around Kaba and kiss this rock while glorifying the Lord.

**in fact, you can see this in every Muslim country, when people are called to prayer, muezzins read the Adhan (calling to prayer) that sounds like a song. And even far from city you can hear this Adhan, it will look like that city lifted up its voice. Meaning of Adhan is

Allah is the greatest, Allah is the greatest

Allah is the greatest, Allah is the greatest

I bear witness that there is no god but Allah

I bear witness that there is no god but Allah

I bear witness that Muhammad is His messenger

Come to prayer, come to prayer

Come to salvation, come to salvation

Allah is the greatest, Allah is the greatest

There is no god but Allah.

13- "The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies."

14- "I have long time holding my peace; I have been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry like a travailing women; I will destroy and devour at once."

Until Islam, God had never ordered any prophets to fight against unbelievers to destroy them. Believer were fighting only to defense themselves.   But Allah ordered Muhammad (pbuh) to fight against unbelievers, and slay them if they don’t accept Allah. And if you study the life of Muhammad (pbuh) you will see that he was the commander of the army and he fought with his sword and he lost one of his teeth during the war. And God destroyed unbelievers at once (with only during of one prophet).

15- "I will make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, and I will dry up the pools."

In this verse, God is talking about deserts of Arabia. 

So, this verse has nothing to do with Jesus (pbuh)

16- "And I will bring blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked thins straight. These things I will do unto them, and not forsake them."

As God says above, He did not send to pagan Arabs until Muhammad (pbuh). Until Muhammad (pbuh), Arabs were worshipping idols, killing baby girls, drinking alcohol, gambling etc. Allah a way (Islam, unity of God) that they did not know, made Qur’an and Muhammad (pbuh) guided (as light before) them, and made crooked things (mentioned above) straight.

This verse also has nothing to do with Jesus (pbuh).

17- "They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that they say to the molten images, Ye are our gods."

This is exactly what pagan Arabs did, when they heard the message that given to Muhammad (pbuh) by God. They offered money, authority and many things to our prophet and he did not accept any of them. They ashamed, because they thought that all other Arabs will mock them, and will not visit the Kaba (at that time they were using Kaba as place of the idols that all other Arab tribes were using) and this would be their economic end. And they turned graven images and they asked help from those images.

This verse also has nothing to do with Jesus (pbuh).

18- "Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see."

19- "Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the Lord’s servant?"

20- "Seeing many things, but thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not."

In this verses God talks to Christians and Jews.

In verse 18: Hear you (Christians and Jews) deaf, and look you (Christians and Jews) blind, you may see that above things are happening every day in Islamic world.

In verse 19: God says, "Who is blind or deaf? My messenger (Muhammad (pbuh) and his followers) or you (Christians and Jews)?

In verse 20: You do see these things but you don’t pay attention, you don’t comprehend. You do hear the Qur’an and you know that Muslims sing new song and Muslim cities lift up their voices and they shout from top of mountains, they glorify Me, but you don’t pay attention, you don’t comprehend.
These verses also have nothing to do with Jesus (pbuh).

21- "The Lord is well pleased for his righteousness’ sake; he will magnify the law, and make it honourable."

In many verses of Qur’an, Allah calls Prophet Mohammad as “Habeeb” which means “Beloved”. Muslims are supposed to say after mentioning prophet Mohammad the term "Salla Allah alayhi wa Sallam" which can be roughly translated as Allah prays for him and bestows peace upon him, which indicates that God is very pleased with prophet Mohammad as verse 21 above indicates.

Furthermore, Prophet Mohammad magnified the law and people still follow his law. Jesus did not bring new law, and none of the Christians follows the law that Jesus was following. 

This verse also has nothing to do with Jesus (pbuh)

Conclusion:
Isaiah 42 describes Prophet Muhammad.

Isaiah 42: A prophecy of Jesus or Muhammad?
Responding to Shibli Zaman
http://answering-islam.org/Responses/Zaman/isaiah42.htm   
By Sam Shamoun and Jochen Katz. All emphases are the authors’
Muslim "linguist" Shibli Zaman [Responses to Shibli Zaman] has written a short article seeking to prove that Isaiah 42:1-11 is a prophecy of Muhammad. He bases much of his argument on the following tradition:
Saheeh al-Bukhari, Chapter 3, Narration 335
Ata bin Yasar reported:

I met Abdullah bin `Amr bin al-`Aas and asked him, "Tell me about the description of the Messenger of Allah which is mentioned in the Torah." He replied, 'Yes. By Allah, he is mentioned in the Torah with his qualities found in the Qur'an as follows, 'O Prophet! We have sent you as a witness, and a giver of glad tidings, And a warner, and guardian of the illiterates. You are My slave and My Messenger. I have named you 'al-Mutawakkil' (meaning 'Allah's dependent'). You are neither discourteous, harsh, nor a noise-maker in the markets; You do not do evil to those Who do evil to you, but you deal With them with forgiveness and kindness. Allah will not let him die till he makes upright the crooked people by making them say: None has the right to be worshipped but Allah, with which will be opened blind eyes, deaf ears and enveloped hearts." [The Authenticated Collection of al-Bukhari, 3:335] 
After citing the above Zaman claims:

Anyone familiar with the Old Testament should recognize this immediately. A chapter of uncanny resemblance to this exists in the Book of Isaiah. However, the mystery rests in the fact that there is no evidence that the Book of Isaiah was accessible to the Arabs in the late 7th century A.D. How then was this kind of detail known?

RESPONSE:
The claim "that this kind of detail could not have been known at the time of Muhammad" has become a Muslim mantra, but it is amusing how Zaman uses it here without thinking. Usually this claim is made in regard to amazing "scientific information" that is allegedly found in the Qur'an and sometimes in sayings of Muhammad in order to show that these could only have come from a divine source. Two examples from Shibli Zaman's current website are:

Regarding the Quranic information about ants:
So in conclusion, how does the Qur'ân document such detail which would have literally been unknowable in the 7th century CE? According to those who say the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) invented the Qur'ân, one would have to conclude that he was a Biblical Scholar, a Semitic Etymologist with prowess in Hebrew, Syriac and Greek on a scholarly level, an OB-Gyn, a Chemist, a Meterologist, a Geologist, a Zoologist, a Chemist, etc, etc, and now an Entomologist!! Maybe he had a time machine, eh? Dismissing the Qur'ân as the Prophet's (peace be upon him) invention creates more problems than it addresses. (Talking Ants in the Qur'an?) 

Regarding underwater volcanoes:
Now, praytell, who knew this in the 7th century AD and how did a desert Arab in that century who claimed to be sent by God mysteriously know that? This is a question that behooves the skeptics to answer. (Fire Under the Sea?) 

In this case, however, the mantra went terribly wrong since Zaman used it mindlessly. So, what is wrong with it?

In the above quoted hadith, we read that one Muslim asked another Muslim to tell him about the description of Muhammad in the Torah. Just as today, Muslims in Muhammad's time were convinced that their prophet is foretold in the Jewish and Christian Scriptures. In this case, they were convinced that Muhammad is not only mentioned but even described in the Torah. This seems to have been "general knowledge" (or better: a general assumption) among Muslims already at a very early time. The second Muslim then proceeds to quote this above given description from the Torah. What was the purpose of Zaman's question regarding the source of these "unknown details"? Where is the miracle? Does he suggest that these Muslims whose conversation is narrated here received this information by direct divine revelation? Certainly not. It is obvious that these early Muslims had direct or indirect access to the Jewish Scriptures. There is no mystery in this hadith — not even the slightest indication that Abdullah bin `Amr bin al-`Aas came to know about this passage from Isaiah by any other way than how people usually learn about what is written in books.

Thus, the only mystery is how Zaman could claim that Isaiah was not accessible to the Arabs when this hadith has a Muslim QUOTING FROM IT! Is Zaman suggesting that Al-Bukhari fabricated this hadith and projected later knowledge back into the time of Muhammad and his followers? Obviously not since he concludes Bukhari’s quote by mentioning that this comes from his authenticated collection.

The fact that the Muslims had access to a Torah is substantiated in the following hadiths:

Narrated Abu Huraira:

The Prophet said, "A group of Israelites were lost. Nobody knows what they did. But I do not see them except that they were cursed and changed into rats, for if you put the milk of a she-camel in front of a rat, it will not drink it, but if the milk of a sheep is put in front of it, it will drink it." I told this to Ka'b who asked me, "Did you hear it from the Prophet?" I said, "Yes." Ka'b asked me the same question several times. I said to Ka'b. "Do I read the Torah? (i.e. I tell you this from the Prophet.)" (Sahih Al-Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 54, Number 524)

Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Umar:

The Jews came to Allah's Apostle and told him that a man and a woman from amongst them had committed illegal sexual intercourse. Allah's Apostle said to them, "What do you find in the Torah (old Testament) about the legal punishment of Ar-Rajm (stoning)?" They replied, (But) we announce their crime and lash them." Abdullah bin Salam said, "You are telling a lie; Torah contains the order of Rajm." They brought and opened the Torah and one of them solaced his hand on the Verse of Rajm and read the verses preceding and following it. Abdullah bin Salam said to him, "Lift your hand." When he lifted his hand, the Verse of Rajm was written there. They said, "Muhammad has told the truth; the Torah has the Verse of Rajm. The Prophet then gave the order that both of them should be stoned to death. ('Abdullah bin 'Umar said, "I saw the man leaning over the woman to shelter her from the stones." (Sahih Al-Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 56, Number 829)

Narrated Abu Hurayrah:

The Apostle of Allah (peace_be_upon_him) said: The best day on which the sun has risen is Friday; on it Adam was created, on it he was expelled (from Paradise), on it his contrition was accepted, on it he died, and on it the Last Hour will take place. On Friday every beast is on the lookout from dawn to sunrise in fear of the Last Hour, but not jinn and men, and it contains a time at which no Muslim prays and asks anything from Allah but He will give it to him. Ka'b said: That is one day every year. So I said: It is on every Friday. Ka'b read the Torah and said: The Apostle of Allah (peace_be_upon_him) has spoken the truth… (Sunan of Abu Dawud, Book 3, Number 1041)

Narrated Salman al-Farsi:

I read in the Torah that the blessing of food consists in ablution before it. So I mentioned it to the Prophet (peace_be_upon_him). He said: The blessing of food consists in ablution before it and ablution after it. (Sunan of Abu Dawud, Book 27, Number 3752)

Furthermore, even if Isaiah was not directly accessible to the Arabs, it was accessible to the Jews who could have passed it on to the Arabs, especially those Jews who converted to Islam.

What is the "Torah"?
"In Jewish tradition the word 'Torah', which literally means 'teaching', is often used to describe the entire gamut of Jewish religious learning. When so used, 'Torah' refers not only to the five books of Moses, but also to the Prophets, Holy Writings, Talmud, and Midrash -- In fact all religious writings from earliest times to the present." [This is the Torah, Alfred J. Kolatch]

The word "Tawrah" in the Arabic language is used for the Old Testament and all Jewish scriptures. "Zaboor" is used for the "Psalms" (from the root "Zibrah" or "Zimrah" in ancient Hebrew and Aramaic) within the Old Testament. This is how it has been understood by the Jewish nation historically and this is how it was understood by the Arabs and early Muslims.

Zaman seeks to establish that Torah can be used in a broader sense to refer to the entire Hebrew Bible, as well as other Jewish sources. It is always good to discover that there is at least something that we can agree upon.
In any case, the main issue is not how the Muslims learned about this passage in Isaiah, but whether the Muslim claim is true that this passage speaks about Muhammad. We will shortly turn to a detailed examination of this most important question, but first Zaman presents the readers with a comparison table which he expects to be shocking to Christians:

This prophecy recorded by al-Bukhari is in 42:1-7 and scattered elsewhere in Isaiah. I will break down 1-7 verse by verse in order to lucidate who this is quite clearly speaking about.

Isaiah 42:1-11, Bukhari 3:335 - The Shocking Comparison
	Isaiah 42 
	Bukhari 

	"Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles." [Isaiah 42:1]
	"You are My servant and My messenger. I have named you 'al Mutawakkil' (meaning 'the one who depends on Allah')" [Bukhari 3:335]

	"He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street." [Isaiah 42:2]
	"You are neither discourteous, harsh Nor a noise-maker in the markets..." [Bukhari 3:335]

	"A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth." [Isaiah 42:3]
	"And you do not do evil to those Who do evil to you, but you deal With them with forgiveness and kindness." [Bukhari 3:335]

	"He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law." [Isaiah 42:4]
	"I have named you 'Al-Mutawakkil' (meaning 'Allah's dependent')....Allah will not let him die till he makes upright the crooked people by making them say: 'None has the right to be worshipped but Allah,' " [Bukhari 3:335]

	"Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;" [Isaiah 42:5-6] 
	"I have named you 'Al-Mutawakkil' (meaning 'Allah's dependent')....Allah will not let him die till he makes upright the crooked people by making them say: 'None has the right to be worshipped but Allah,' " [Bukhari 3:335]

	"To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house." [Isaiah 42:7]
	"With which will be opened blind eyes And deaf ears and enveloped hearts." [Bukhari 3:335]

	"Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains." [Isaiah 42:10-11]
	 



RESPONSE:
Here is our question for Zaman: WHAT exactly is so shocking about the fact that a quotation is quite similar to the original?

The only truly shocking, or rather amusing, aspect about this is that Zaman expects that this should shock his readers. Let's read the relevant part of the hadith again:

Ata bin Yasar reported: I met Abdullah bin `Amr bin al-`Aas and asked him, "Tell me about the description of the Messenger of Allah which is mentioned in the Torah." He replied, 'Yes. By Allah, he is mentioned in the Torah with his qualities found in the Qur'an as follows...
The hadith states clearly that Ata requested information from Abdullah about what the TORAH says about Muhammad, and Abdullah replied that the TORAH speaks about him (in agreement with what is found in the Quran) in the following way ...   Zaman seems to have completely missed the point that this was supposed to be a quotation.
It is common and acceptable to find writers or narrators giving a citation in paraphrase as opposed to quoting it verbatim. Moreover, there is always something lost in translation from one language to another. We have here a comparison between an English rendering of a Hebrew text, and an English rendering of an Arabic text which is in turn a paraphrase of the same Hebrew text. So, it is to be expected that there are some minor variations. However that may be, we should certainly not be surprised, let alone shocked, about the similarities that Zaman highlighted. It would be pretty bad if these were not there. There is no mystery or miracle whatsoever in the observation that a quotation is similar to the original.

On the contrary, if one wants to compare the original passage in the book of Isaiah with its citation in Al-Bukhari at all, it would be more interesting to observe and discuss the various differences, both glaring changes and subtle shifts of meaning that were introduced by the Muslim narrators. Let's look at just one example. The original formulation of Isaiah 42:7 ("to open the blind eyes ...") can be understood both literally (giving sight to the blind) and metaphorically (bringing truth to end spiritual blindness and ignorance). Jesus did both. Ending spiritual blindness by bringing the message of truth is the task of every prophet of God. Giving sight to the blind is a special authenticating miracle of God. Jesus gave sight to several blind people, including one who was born blind (John 9) which was part of the evidence confirming him as the Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament. Abdallah was apparently very aware that Muhammad had not healed any blind people and therefore he worded the statement in a way that can only be understood metaphorically ("... by making them say: None has the right to be worshipped but Allah, with which will be opened blind eyes...")

The question whether Muslim traditions are accurate when quoting from the Bible is, however, not the topic of this article, nor does either the content or the accuracy of the citation found in this hadith (from 700 AD) have any consequence for the question whether Isaiah 42 (from 700 BC) refers to Muhammad or not, so that we want to leave it at this short observation and continue with the issue at hand.

When looking at this hadith objectively, i.e. with considerably less excitement than Zaman brings to it, then it becomes clear that the narration in Al-Bukhari 3:335 merely reports the OPINION of an early Muslim who thinks that Isaiah 42 refers to Muhammad. [In fact, it does not even report a statement of Muhammad himself.] The opinion of Abdallah has no more authority than any one of the many books and articles by contemporary Muslim authors who make similar claims for dozens of passages in the Bible (cf. our section Is Muhammad Foretold in the Bible?). The narration of this opinion may well be authentic, whether the opinion itself is correct is, however, a different issue.

Therefore, we now turn to the evidence presented for the claim that this passage supposedly speaks about Muhammad, beginning with Zaman's comments regarding Isaiah’s reference to Kedar:

Who is Kedar?
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[Gesenius' Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament, H.W.F. Gesenius, page 724]

"Kedar" is obviously a reference to the Arabs as Gesenius states, "The Rabbins call all Arabians universally by this name; whence 'Leshon Qedar' Rabbin, used of the Arabic language." So now we must look in history and see which man who claimed to have a message of God preached monotheism as espoused by the previous Israelite prophets to the Arabs in the Arabic language, the Leshon Qedar? Did Jesus preach to the Arabs? Obviously not. Then who did? We are left with only one single figure in history who led the desert Arabs to spread across a majority of the known world within a span of 50-70 years.

Later on Zaman claims:
Then one is left to ask who this individual is who would be a light for the Gentile (non-Israelite) world. Who is this Kedarite Arab who would preach to the Arabs in the Arabic Language, the Leshon Qedar? Which personality in history are such things attributed to? None of than the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), the successor to Christ and the Seal of the Prophets.

RESPONSE:
Notice how Zaman has managed to read his own Islamic theology into the text of Isaiah. Isaiah 42:11 doesn’t say that the servant is a "Kedarite Arab who" preaches "to the Arabs in the Arabic Language." Zaman has taken the comments of the rabbis regarding the name given to the speech of the Arabs and erroneously inserted this into the text of Isaiah in order to derive his assertion that the servant would preach in the Arabic language!

The major problem with this eisegetical blunder is that Gesenius and the rabbis were not even addressing Isaiah 42:11, but were focusing on the identity and use of the word Kedar. Even though the rabbis used Kedar as a designation for all the Arabs and called their language Leshon Qedar as a result of it, Isaiah says nothing about the servant speaking Arabic! Here is the passage in question, this time with the surrounding context:

"Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the ends of the earth, you who go down to the sea, and all that is in it, you islands, and all who live in them. Let the DESERT and ITS TOWNS raise their voices; let the settlements where Kedar lives rejoice. Let the people of SELA sing for joy; let them shout from the mountaintops. Let them give glory to the LORD and proclaim his praise in the islands." Isaiah 42:10-12

It is clear from the context that Isaiah was calling all the peoples to praise God for what he has done and will do. After the general introductory statement mentioning "the ends of the earth" Isaiah uses examples of contrast to illustrate this: Those living in the flat coastland near the sea, those living on islands (surrounded by water), and those living in the desert (lacking water), and finally those living on the mountains. All people in all different geographic locations are called to praise the LORD. Kedar is mentioned by way of illustration as one example in a list of several but is in no way singled out as special. Particularly, Isaiah says nothing about Arabic being the language which will be used to praise God, or to preach his word, nor does Isaiah state that the servant mentioned in 42:1-7 comes from Kedar, let alone being a "figure in history who led the desert Arabs to spread across a majority of the known world within a span of 50-70 years." All these ‘conclusions’ are merely a product of Zaman's much too vivid imagination.

Zaman seeks to prove that Jesus can’t be the servant since Christ wasn’t sent to the Gentiles:

Was Jesus Sent to the Gentiles?
Now regarding whether Jesus could have possibly been the "light of the Gentiles" mentioned in Isaiah 42, let us review Matthew 15:22-27:

"And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me. But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table." [Matthew 15:22-27]

Thus, Jesus plainly says he is not a Messenger for the Gentiles and his message is not a final one for all of mankind. Glad tidings to the Gentiles? That you are all dogs? This is an obvious incompatibility with Isaiah 42.

Due to this obvious insurmountability of this point, the following verses can never apply to Jesus.

RESPONSE:
The issue of whether Christ was sent to the Gentiles or not, and his calling Gentiles "dogs", have already been thoroughly addressed in the following articles:
http://answering-islam.org/Hahn/gentiles.html
http://answering-islam.org/Morin/israel.html
http://www.christian-thinktank.com/qcrude.html
http://answering-islam.org/BibleCom/mt15-1.html
http://answering-islam.org/authors/beck/universal.html
So there is no need to repeat ourselves.

We would like to briefly focus here on the Islamic view of Christ’s mission. Since Zaman is a Muslim we now turn to his own sources in order to see if whether his claim that Jesus was sent ONLY to the nation of Israel is Islamically true:

"Relate in the Book (the story of) Mary, when she withdrew from her family to a place in the East. She placed a screen (to screen herself) from them; then We sent her Our Spirit, and he appeared before her as a man in all respects. She said: 'I seek refuge from thee to (Allah) Most Gracious: (come not near) if thou dost fear Allah.' He said: 'Nay, I am only a messenger from thy Lord, (to announce) to thee the gift of a pure son. She said: 'How shall I have a son, seeing that no man has touched me, and I am not unchaste?' He said: 'So (it will be): thy Lord saith, "That is easy for Me: and (We wish) to appoint him as a Sign UNTO MEN (lilnnasi) and a Mercy from Us". It is a matter (so) decreed.'" S. 19:16-21

"And (remember) her who guarded her chastity: We breathed into her of Our spirit, and We made her and her son a sign for ALL PEOPLES (lilAAalameena)." S. 21:91

These passages show that Jesus and his mother are signs to all mankind, with Jesus also being a mercy from God.

Commenting on the preceding, Abdullah Yusuf Ali twice states that Jesus’ mission was intended for all men:

"Mary the mother of Jesus, chastity was her special virtue: with a son of virgin birth, she and Jesus became a miracle to all nations. This was the virtue with which they (both Mary and Jesus) resisted evil." (Ali, The Holy Qur'an - Text and Commentary, p. 815, fn. 2748)

And:

"The mission of Jesus is announced in two ways (1) he was to be a sign to men: his wonderful birth and wonderful life were to turn an ungodly world to Allah: and (2) his mission was to bring solace and salvation to the repentant ..." (Ibid., p. 748, f. 2473)

While commenting on the different elections, Muslim exegete Ar-Razi notes:

"As for the second type of election ... it is that God granted her (Mary) Jesus without a father. He moreover, made Jesus speak as soon as he was separated from her, so that he testified to her innocence from all suspicion. God also made her and her son a sign for humankind." (Ayoub, The Qur'an and Its Interpreters, Volume II, The House of Imran [State University of New York Press, Albany 1992], p. 126; bold emphasis ours)

According to some Muslims, Muhammad’s mission was similar to Jesus in that both of them commanded their followers to spread their message throughout the world. Ibn Ishaq in his Sirat Rasulullah wrote:

"'God has sent me (Muhammad) to all men, so take a message from me, God have mercy on you. Do not hang back from me as the disciples hung back from Jesus son of Mary.' They asked how they hung back and he said, 'He called them to a task similar to that which I have called you. Those who had to go a short journey were pleased and accepted. Those who had a long journey before them were displeased and refused to go, and Jesus complained of them to God. (T. From that very night) every one of them was able to speak THE LANGUAGE OF THE PEOPLE TO WHOM HE WAS SENT.' (T. Jesus said, 'This is a thing that God has determined that you should do, so go.')

"Those whom Jesus son of Mary sent, both disciples and those who came after them, in the land were: Peter the disciple AND PAUL WITH HIM, (Paul belonged to the followers and was not a disciple) to Rome. Andrew and Matthew to the land of the cannibals; Thomas to the land of Babel, which is in the land of the east; Philip to Carthage and Africa; John to Ephesus the city of the young men of the cave; James to Jerusalem which is Aelia the city of the sanctuary; Bartholomew to ARABIA WHICH IS THE LAND OF HIJAZ; Simon to the land of Berbers; Judah who was not one of the disciples was put in place of Judas.'" (Alfred Guillaume, The Life of Muhammad, Oxford University Press Karachi, p. 653; bold and capital emphasis ours)

Al-Tabari also mentions this tradition:

"He (Jesus) began to use such language announcing his death. Then he said, 'The truth is that one of you shall deny me thrice before the cock-crow, and one of you will shall sell me for a few coins, and he shall eat my price.' They walked out and dispersed. The Jews were looking for him. They seized Simeon, one of the apostles, and said, 'This one is a companion of his.' But he denied it, and said, 'I am not his companion.' So they left him. Then another caught him, but he denied it again. Then he heard the cock crow, and wept. When morning came, one of the apostles came to the Jews, and said, 'What will you give me if I lead you to Christ?' And they set for him thirty pieces of silver. He took those, and led them to him. Before that they were not sure of Christ. But now they seized him, chained him, tied him with cord, and began to lead him away, saying, 'You revived the dead, chased away the devil, and cured the possessed, will you not set yourself free from this cord?' They spat upon him and threw thorns upon him, until they brought the wooden board upon which they wanted to crucify him. But God raised him up to Himself and they crucified 'only a likeness of that shown them.' A week passed. Then his mother and the woman whom Jesus healed and cured from derangement came weeping at the place of crucifixion. But Jesus came to them and said, 'Why are you weeping?' They said, 'Because of you;' whereupon he replied, 'God raised me up to Himself, and nothing but good has happened to me. Only a likeness was shown to them. Instruct the apostles to meet me at place such and such. They met him at that place, eleven of them, as the one who had betrayed him and led the Jews to him was missing. Jesus asked the apostles about him. 
They said, 'He rued what he had done, and strangled himself to death.' Jesus said, 'Had he repented, God would have forgiven him.' He asked them about John, a youth who was following them, and said, 'He is with you. Go! EACH OF YOU WILL SPEAK THE LANGUAGE OF A PEOPLE TO WARN AND SUMMON THEM'...

"Among the apostles, and the followers who came after them were the Apostle Peter and Paul who was a follower and not an apostle; they went to Rome. Andrew and Matthew were sent to the country whose people are man-eaters, a land of blacks, we think; Thomas was sent to Babylonia in the east, Philip to Qayrawan (and) Carthage, that is, North Africa. John went to Ephesus, the city of the youths of the cave, and James to Jerusalem, that is, Aelia. Bartholomew was sent to Arabia, namely, the Hijaz; Simeon to the land of the Berbers in Africa. Judas was not then an apostle, so his place was taken by Ariobus. He filled in for Judas Iscariot after the latter had perpetrated his deed." (The History of al-Tabari - The Ancient Kingdoms, Vol. IV, trans. Moshe Perlmann [State University of New York Press, Albany 1987], pp. 121-122, 123; bold emphasis ours)

The Islamic traditions also state that Jesus will come again and rule over mankind as a just judge:

Narrated Abu Huraira:

Allah's Apostle said, "By Him in Whose Hands my soul is, surely (Jesus,) the son of Mary will soon descend amongst you and will judge mankind justly (as a Just Ruler); he will break the Cross and kill the pigs and there will be no Jizya (i.e. taxation taken from non Muslims). Money will be in abundance so that nobody will accept it, and a single prostration to Allah (in prayer) will be better than the whole world and whatever is in it." Abu Huraira added "If you wish, you can recite (this verse of the Holy Book): -- 'And there is none Of the people of the Scriptures (Jews and Christians) But must believe in him (i.e Jesus as an Apostle of Allah and a human being) Before his death. And on the Day of Judgment He will be a witness against them." (4.159) (See Fateh Al Bari, Page 302 Vol 7) (Sahih Al-Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 55, Number 657)

This last point is pertinent in identifying God’s servant since one of his functions is to judge justly.

In light of the foregoing, Zaman’s claim that Jesus was sent only to Israel is not only unbiblical in that it distorts the meaning of the Gospel text, but contradicts his own Muslim sources! Even if the Bible had taught that Jesus was sent only to Israel, Shibi would still have to face the music and deal with the preceding Islamic quotations which teach otherwise.

Finally, the readers may be interested to know that this same method of interpreting the Bible can be applied more forcefully to the Quran to show that Muhammad was not a universal Prophet. In fact he wasn’t even a true prophet at all! For more on the issue of whether Muhammad was a universal messenger please read the article http://answering-islam.org/Muhammad/warner.html


Isaiah 42:1-11 — The Uncanny Refutation

In this section we hope to accomplish the following objectives:

The identity of the Servant according to Isaiah.

The Rabbinic interpretation of Isaiah 42.

The NT application of Isaiah 42 to the ministry of Christ.


1. The identity of the Servant according to Isaiah.
Isaiah 42 is not the only servant passage in the book. There are many references to God’s servant, some of which refer specifically to the nation of Israel. Cf. Isaiah 41:8-16; 42:18-25; 43:10; 44:1-5, 21-23; 45:4; 48:20.

Other passages clearly speak of an individual and it is these passages which concern us here in this discussion. Furthermore, certain things said about the servant in Isaiah 42 are also said of the Messianic King, supporting the position that the two are actually one and the same individual.

Here are all the passages, beginning with Isaiah 42:1-7:

"Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope. This is what God the LORD says - he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and all that comes out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness."

"Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan - The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. ... For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this." Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7

"A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his ROOTS a BRANCH will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him - the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD - and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist ... In that day the ROOT of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria, from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath and from the islands of the sea." Isaiah 11:1-5, 10

"Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was born the LORD called me; from my birth he has made mention of my name. He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me into a polished arrow and concealed me in his quiver. He said to me, ‘You are MY SERVANT, ISRAEL, in whom I will display my splendor.’ But I said, ‘I have labored to no purpose; I have spent my strength in vain and for nothing. Yet what is due me is in the LORD's hand, and my reward is with my God.’ And now the LORD says - he who formed me in the womb to be HIS SERVANT to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD and my God has been my strength - he says: ‘It is too small a thing for you to be MY SERVANT to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.’ This is what the LORD says - the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel - to him who was despised and abhorred by the nation, to the servant of rulers: ‘Kings will see you and rise up, princes will see and bow down, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you. This is what the LORD says: ‘In the time of my favor I will answer you, and in the day of salvation I will help you; I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people, to restore the land and to reassign its desolate inheritances, to say to the captives, "Come out," and to those in darkness, "Be free!" They will feed beside the roads and find pasture on every barren hill. They will neither hunger nor thirst, nor will the desert heat or the sun beat upon them. He who has compassion on them will guide them and lead them beside springs of water.’" Isaiah 49:1-10

"See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. Just as there were many who were appalled at him - his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred beyond human likeness - so will he sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they have not heard, they will understand.’" Isaiah 52:13-15

"Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a ROOT out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors." Isaiah 53:1-12

Other prophets provide further evidence that God’s servant is in fact the Messiah son of David:

"Listen now, Joshua the high priest, both you and your colleagues who are sitting before you, all of you are a symbol that I am about to introduce MY SERVANT, THE BRANCH." Zechariah 3:8 NET Bible

"Tell him this is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Here is the man whose name is the Branch, and he will branch out from his place and build the temple of the LORD. It is he who will build the temple of the LORD, and he will be clothed with majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And he will be a priest on his throne. And there will be harmony between the two.’" Zechariah 6:12-13

These passages identify God’s servant as the Branch, a name used for the Messiah elsewhere:

"‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness." Jeremiah 23:5-6

"In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David's line; he will do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness." Jeremiah 33:15-16

Amazingly, the Messiah is not only a son of David, but is Jehovah God our righteousness himself, echoing Isaiah 9:6-7 where the Messianic king is called the Mighty God!
The rabbis hold this title Branch as a designation of the Messiah. More on this later.

Let us summarize the data regarding God’s servant:

1 He is a descendent of Jesse through his son David. This proves that God’s servant is an Israelite, not an Arab.

2 He is called Israel and distinct from national Israel. This provides additional proof that the servant is an Israelite and not an Arab.

3 He is the Mighty God and eternal king.

4 He is empowered by God’s Spirit.

5 He will restore national Israel.

6 He will be a light to the Gentiles and the Savior of the entire earth.

7 He will be a covenant to the people.

8 He will bring a law which all the peoples will follow.

9 He will at first be rejected and despised by both the nation of Israel and other nations.

10 He will offer himself as a sacrifice for sin.

11 He will see offspring and carry out the Lord’s will.

12 He will intercede and justify sinners.


2. The Rabbinic interpretation of Isaiah 42.
Earlier, Zaman excitedly appealed to the rabbis to show that the Arabic language was named after Kedar, i.e. Leshon Qedar. Since the rabbins excite him so much we present their views regarding the servant’s identity. The following quotes are taken from William Webster's superb book Behold Your King: Prophetic Proofs That Jesus Is the Messiah, Christian Resources, June 2003, pp. 239-242.

Webster’s book can be purchased at http://christiantruth.com/beholdyourking.html. All bold, underlined and capital emphasis ours.

Midrash on Psalms, Psalm 2:9
In the decree of the Prophets it is written Behold My servant shall prosper, he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high (Isa. 52:13), and it is also written Behold My servant, whom I uphold; Mine elect, in whom My soul delighteth (Isa. 42:1). In the decree of the Writings it is written, The Lord said unto my lord: "Sit thou at My right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool" (Ps. 110:1), and it is also written I saw in the night visions, and, behold, there came with the clouds of heaven one like unto a son of man, and he came even to the Ancient of days, and he was brought before Him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and languages should serve him (Dan. 7:13, 14).

In another comment, the verse is read I will tell of the decree: The Lord said unto me: Thou art My son ... Ask of Me, and I will give the nations for thine inheritance, and the ends of the earth for thy possession (Ps. 2:7, 8). R. Yudan said: All these goodly promises are in the decree of the King, the King of kings, who will fulfill them for the Lord MESSIAH (The Midrash on Psalms, William G. Braude, Translator (New Haven: Yale, 959), Yale Judaica Series, Volume XIII, Leon Nemoy, Editor, Book One, Psalm 2:9)

Here the rabbis applied Psalm 2:7-8, 110:1, Isaiah 42:1, 52:113 and Daniel 7:13-14 to the Messiah!

Midrash on Psalms, Psalm 42/43.5
For from what didst Thou redeem our fathers in Egypt? Was it not from the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppressed them, of which God said: Moreover, I have seen the oppression (Ex. 3:9)? For me, too, life is nothing but oppression by an enemy. Then Why must I go about myself mourning under oppression of the enemy? Didst Thou not send redemption at the hand of two redeemers to that generation, as is said He sent Moses His servant, and Aaron whom He had chosen (Ps. 105:26)? Send tow redeemers like them to this generation. O send out Thy light and Thy truth; let them lead me (Ps. 43:3), Thy light being the prophet Elijah of the house of Aaron, of which it is written "The seven lamps shall give light in front of the candlestick" (Num. 8:2); and Thy truth being the Messiah, son of David, as it is written "The Lord hath sworn in truth unto David; He will not turn from it: of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne" (Ps. 132:11). Likewise Scripture says, Behold I will send you Elijah the Prophet (Mal. 3:23) who is one redeemer, and speaks of the second redeemer in the verse Behold My servant whom I uphold (Isa. 42:1) (Ibid., Psalm 42/43.5, p. 445).

Targum Jonathan
Behold, My servant, THE MESSIAH, whom I bring near, My chosen one, in whom MY MEMRA [Sam- Aramaic for Word] takes delight; I will place My holy spirit upon him, and he shall reveal My law to the nations, He shall not cry, nor shout, nor raise his voice on the outside. The humble, who are like the bruised reed, he shall not break, and the poor of My people, who are like candles, he shall not extinguish; he shall truly bring forth justice. He shall not faint and he shall not tire until he establishes justice in the earth; and the isles shall wait for his Torah. Thus says the God of the universe, the Lord, who created the heavens and suspended them, who established the earth and its inhabitants, who gives life to the people who are upon it and spirit to those who walk in it. "I, the Lord, have anointed you in righteousness, and have firmly taken you by the hand, and established you, and I have given you as a covenant of the people, as a light of the nations. To open the eyes of the house of Israel, who have been blind to the Torah; to bring back their Dispersions from among the nations, they, who are like prisoners; and to deliver them, who are imprisoned like prisoners in darkness, from the servitude of the empires. I am the Lord, that is My name, and My glory, which I have revealed unto you, I will not give to any other people, nor My praise to those who worship idols. The former things, behold, they have come to pass, and new things I declare; even before they occur I announce them to you" (The Messiah: An Aramaic Interpretation, Samson H. Levy (New York: Hebrew Union College, 1974), pp. 59-60).

These quotes show that the rabbis had no problem identifying the servant as the Messiah even though reference is made to Kedar!

Here is what the rabbis said about the title Branch, along with their interpretation of the passages from Jeremiah and Zechariah:

Targum Jonathan
... Behold the days are coming,’ says the Lord, ‘when I will raise up for David a righteous Messiah, and he shall reign as king, and prosper, and shall enact a righteous and Meritorious law in the land. In his days they of the house of Judah shall be delivered, and Israel shall live in security. And this is the name which they call him: "May vindication be accomplished for us by the Lord in his day."’ (The Messiah: An Aramaic Interpretation, Samson H. Levy)

Targum Jonathan
Say unto him: Thus says the Lord of Hosts saying: ‘Be hold the man whose name is "The Messiah." He is destined to be revealed and to be anointed, and he shall build the Temple of the Lord. He shall build the Temple of the Lord, and he will bear the radiance, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and there shall be a high priest on his throne, and there be a counsel of peace between the two of them.’ (Ibid.)

Midrash Rabbah, Lamentations
BECAUSE THE COMFORTER IS FAR FROM ME, EVEN HE THAT SHOULD REFRESH MY SOUL. What is the name of King Messiah? R. Abba b. Kahana said: His name is ‘the Lord’; as it is stated And this is the name whereby he shall be called, The Lord is our righteousness (Jer. XXIII, 6). For R. Levi said: It is good for a province when its name is identical with that of its king, and the name of its king identical with that of its God. ‘It is good for a province when its name is identical with that of its king,’ as it is written, And the name of the city from that day shall be the Lord is there (Ezek. XLVIII, 35). ‘And the name of its king is identical with that of its God’ as it is stated, And this is the name whereby he shall be called, The Lord is our righteousness: R. Joshua b. Levi said: His name is ‘Shoot’, as it is stated, Behold, a man whose name is Shoot, and who shall shoot up out of his place, and build the temple of the Lord (Zech. VI, 12). R. Judan said in the name of R. Aibu: His name is ‘Comforter’, as it is said, THE COMFORTER IS FAR FROM ME. R. Hanina said: They do not really differ, because the numerical value of the names is the same, so that ‘Comforter’ is identical with ‘Shoot’ (Midrash Rabbah, Lamentations (London: Soncino Press), I.16, 51, pp. 135-136).

Midrash on Psalms, Psalm 2:2
God will call the king Messiah after His own name, for it is said of the king Messiah This is his name whereby he shall be called: The Lord our righteousness (Jer. 23:6). (The Midrash on Psalms, William G. Braude, Book One, Psalm 2.2).

(The preceding were taken from pp. 200-201, 205-206 of Webster’s book)


3. NT application of Isaiah 42 to the ministry of Christ.
The NT shows that Jesus’ life and ministry perfectly fulfilled Isaiah 42, as well as a host of other Messianic prophecies. For instance, the apostle Matthew applies Isaiah 42 to Christ specifically:

"Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, warning them not to tell who he was. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: ‘Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory. In his name the nations will put their hope.’ Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. All the people were astonished and said, ‘Could this be the Son of David?’" Matthew 12:15-23

The following chart provides further evidence to show that Christ alone fulfills Isaiah 42 to the letter.
	Isaiah 42
	New Testament

	"Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles." [Isaiah 42:1]
	"While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!’" Matthew 17:5

"When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’" Luke 3:21-22

"The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus." Acts 3:13

	"He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street." [Isaiah 42:2]
	"But the Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus. Aware of this, Jesus withdrew from that place. Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, warning them not to tell who he was." Matthew 12:14-16

"Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it." Mark 7:36

	"A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth." [Isaiah 42:3]
	"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke on you and learn from me, because I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and my load is not hard to carry." Matthew 11:28-30 NET

"Then Jesus went throughout all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were bewildered and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.’" Matthew 9:35-38 NET

"Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son ... And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man ... By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me." John 5:22, 27, 30

"Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a right judgment." John 7:24

"Jesus said, ‘For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.’" John 9:39

	"He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law." [Isaiah 42:4]
	"Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of ALL NATIONS, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’" Matthew 28:18-20

"‘If you love me, you will obey what I command ... Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him’ ... Jesus replied, ‘If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.’" John 14:15, 21, 23-24

"Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death." Romans 8:1-2

"To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under CHRIST’S LAW), so as to win those not having the law." 1 Corinthians 9:21

"But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does." James 1:25

"Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take him into your house or welcome him." 2 John 9-10

	"Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;" [Isaiah 42:5-6]
	"And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’" Luke 2:8-14

"Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: ‘Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: ‘This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem." Luke 2:25-38

"In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.’" Luke 22:20

"But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises." Hebrews 8:6

"For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance--now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committee under the first covenant." Hebrews 9:15

	"To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house." [Isaiah 42:7]
	"He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.’ Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’" Luke 4:16-21

"At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. So he replied to the messengers, ‘Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.’" Luke 7:21-23

	"Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the see, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains." [Isaiah 42:10-11]
	"When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the sound of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 
When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans AND ARABS--we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!’ Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, ‘What does this mean?’… When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what shall we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call.’ With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, ‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. Acts 2:1-12, 37-41

"May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God's truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is written: ‘Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will SING hymns to your name.’ Again, it says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.’ And again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and SING praises to him, all you peoples.’ And again, Isaiah says, ‘The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him.’ May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit." Romans 15:5-13

"Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual SONGS. SING and make MUSIC in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." Ephesians 5:18-20

"Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is any-one happy? Let him sing songs of praise." Jam 5:13



Conclusion
The evidence from Isaiah, the rabbis and the NT all point to the servant being the Messiah. The New Testament and Quran both agree that the Messiah is Jesus, which means that Muhammad cannot be the servant spoken of by Isaiah.

Zaman needed to misapply Gesenius and read into Isaiah his gross eisegetical errors and Islamic presuppositions regarding Muhammad being a prophet of the true God. Isaiah 42 says nothing about the servant being a Kedarite or that he would speak in Arabic, but simply says that Kedar and all the nations would proclaim the praises of the true God. The fulfillment of this has already taken place not in Islam, but in the Church of the risen Lord and immortal Savior Jesus Christ, his very own Body; a Body which includes individuals from every nation and language:

"And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.’" Revelation 5:9-10

In light of the preceding, Zaman’s claim that Muhammad is the servant goes against the clear exegetical and historical evidence.

http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/isaiah42.html
This article is intended to supplement the above response by providing further details showing that the Servant spoken of in Isaiah 42 is not Muhammad. Rather, the Servant of Yahweh is the Messiah who comes to accomplish God’s plan to establish salvation and justice throughout the entire world. 
Here is Isaiah’s prophecy in its entirety:

“Behold, my servant, whom I uphold; my chosen, in whom my soul delights—I have put my Spirit on him. He will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout, nor raise his voice, nor cause it to be heard in the street. He won’t break a bruised reed. He won’t quench a dimly burning wick. He will faithfully bring justice. He will not fail nor be discouraged, until he has set justice in the earth, and the islands will wait for his law.’ Thus says God Yahweh, he who created the heavens and stretched them out, he who spread out the earth and that which comes out of it, he who gives breath to its people and spirit to those who walk in it. I, Yahweh, have called you in righteousness, and will hold your hand, and will keep you, and make you a covenant for the people, as a light for the nations; to open the blind eyes, to bring the prisoners out of the dungeon, and those who sit in darkness out of the prison. I am Yahweh. That is my name. I will not give my glory to another, nor my praise to engraved images. Behold, the former things have happened, and I declare new things. I tell you about them before they come up.’ Sing to Yahweh a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, you who go down to the sea, and all that is therein, the islands and their inhabitants. Let the wilderness and its cities raise their voices, with the villages that Kedar inhabits. Let the inhabitants of Sela sing. Let them shout from the top of the mountains! Let them give glory to Yahweh, and declare his praise in the islands. Yahweh will go out like a mighty man. He will stir up zeal like a man of war. He will raise a war cry. Yes, he will shout aloud. He will triumph over his enemies.” Isaiah 42:1-13 

What we intend to do here is to show how the same language that Isaiah employs to describe the Person and mission of the Servant is found in other texts, texts which help us see more clearly who this extraordinary figure is. 


1. My servant.
“Listen, islands, to me. Listen, you peoples, from afar: Yahweh has called me from the womb; from the inside of my mother he has mentioned my name. He has made my mouth like a sharp sword. He has hidden me in the shadow of his hand. He has made me a polished shaft. He has kept me close in his quiver. He said to me, ‘You are my servant; Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’” Isaiah 49:1-3

The Servant here is called Israel, not because he happens to be the nation, but because he is an individual Israelite who represents and saves the nation. More on the Servant’s ethnicity a little later. 


2. God’s Spirit rests upon the Servant in order to empower him to accomplish God’s will perfectly.
“A shoot will come out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots will bear fruit. Yahweh’s Spirit will rest on him: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Yahweh.” Isaiah 11:1-2 

“The Lord Yahweh’s Spirit is on me; because Yahweh has anointed me to preach good news to the humble.” Isaiah 61:1a

Jesse was the father of King David:

“and Obed became the father of Jesse, and Jesse became the father of David.” Ruth 4:22

This further confirms that the Servant is not an Arab, but an Israelite from the line of David. 


3. The servant is a light and covenant for the nations and who establishes justice in the world, as well as bringing salvation and miraculous healing for all the inhabitants of the earth.
“But there shall be no more gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time, he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali; but in the latter time he has made it glorious, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who lived in the land of the shadow of death, on them the light has shined… For to us a child is born. To us a son is given; and the government will be on his shoulders. His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, on David’s throne, and on his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from that time on, even forever. The zeal of Yahweh of Armies will perform this.” Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7 

“His delight will be in the fear of Yahweh. He will not judge by the sight of his eyes, neither decide by the hearing of his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the poor, and decide with equity for the humble of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; and with the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked. Righteousness will be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his waist. The wolf will live with the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; The calf, the young lion, and the fattened calf together; and a little child will lead them. The cow and the bear will graze. Their young ones will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the ox. The nursing child will play near a cobra’s hole, and the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s den. They will not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of Yahweh, as the waters cover the sea. It will happen in that day that THE NATIONS will seek the root of Jesse, who stands as a banner OF THE PEOPLES; and his resting place will be glorious.” Isaiah 11:3-10 

“But I said, ‘I have labored in vain. I have spent my strength in vain for nothing; yet surely the justice due to me is with Yahweh, and my reward with my God.’ Now Yahweh says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, and to gather Israel to him, for I am honorable in Yahweh’s eyes, and my God has become my strength. Indeed, he says, ‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel? I will also give you as a light to the nations, that you may be my salvation to the end of the earth.’ Yahweh, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, says to him whom man despises, to him whom the nation abhors, to a servant of rulers: ‘Kings shall see and rise up; princes, and they shall worship; because of Yahweh who is faithful, even the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’ Yahweh says, ‘In an acceptable time I have answered you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you. I will preserve you, and give you for a covenant of the people, to raise up the land, to make them inherit the desolate heritage: saying to those who are bound, “Come out!” - to those who are in darkness, “Show yourselves!” They shall feed along the paths, and their pasture shall be on all treeless heights. They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun strike them: for he who has mercy on them will lead them. He will guide them by springs of water.’” Isaiah 49:4-10

“… He has sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of Yahweh’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn;” Isaiah 61:1b-2

From the foregoing we see that Yahweh’s Servant is God’s means of bringing salvation and justice to the ends of the earth, being the One who establishes God’s covenant with all the nations. The Servant is also said to be the Child who is born to reign on David’s throne as the Mighty God forever and ever!   

Now that we have established that Yahweh’s Servant is an Israelite, and a descendant of king David who rules over David’s throne forever as the Mighty God in the flesh, we can proceed to our next points. 


4. The Servant saves the nations by offering his life as a vicarious sacrifice for their sins. 

See next point for the details. 


5. Once the Servant accomplishes the salvation of the world by his sacrificial death, Yahweh will then raise him up to share in his own exalted status and sovereign authority over creation.
“Behold, my servant will deal wisely. He will be exalted and lifted up, and will be very high. Just as many were astonished at you (his appearance was marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men), so he will cleanse many nations. Kings will shut their mouths at him: for they will see that which had not been told them; and they will understand that which they had not heard.” Isaiah 52:13-15 

“Who has believed our message? To whom has the arm of Yahweh been revealed? For he grew up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no good looks or majesty. When we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised, and rejected by men; a man of suffering, and acquainted with disease. He was despised as one from whom men hide their face; and we didn’t respect him. Surely he has borne our sickness, and carried our suffering; yet we considered him plagued, struck by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions. He was crushed for our iniquities. The punishment that brought our peace was on him; and by his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray. Everyone has turned to his own way; and Yahweh has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, yet when he was afflicted he didn’t open his mouth. As a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and as a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he didn’t open his mouth. He was taken away by oppression and judgment; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living and stricken for the disobedience of my people? They made his grave with the wicked, and with a rich man in his death; although he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased Yahweh to bruise him. He has caused him to suffer. When you make his soul an offering for sin, he will see his offspring. He will prolong his days, and Yahweh’s pleasure will prosper in his hand. 
After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light and be satisfied. My righteous servant will justify many by the knowledge of himself; and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore will I give him a portion with the great, and he will divide the plunder with the strong; because he poured out his soul to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” Isaiah 53:1-12

Astonishingly, Isaiah uses the same exact words to refer to the Servant’s exaltation that he does in describing Yahweh’s enthronement as King of heaven and earth:

“In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up; and his train filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each one had six wings. With two he covered his face. With two he covered his feet. With two he flew. One called to another, and said, ‘Holy, holy, holy, is Yahweh of Armies! The whole earth is full of his glory!’ The foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. Then I said, ‘Woe is me! For I am undone, because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell among a people of unclean lips: for my eyes have seen the King, Yahweh of Armies!’” Isaiah 6:1-5 

“Yahweh is exalted, for he dwells on high. He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness… ‘Now I will arise,’ says Yahweh; ‘Now I will lift myself up. Now I will be exalted.’” Isaiah 33:5, 10 

“For thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: ‘I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also who is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite.’” Isaiah 57:15

This means that Isaiah is indicating that the Servant is a co-occupant of Yahweh’s very own heavenly throne, and therefore shares in Yahweh’s exclusive sovereignty over the entire creation. 

Suffice it to say that none of this applies to Muhammad, but it does perfectly fit the Lord Jesus. 


1. Muhammad was not an Israelite from the root of Jesse, the father of king David. Jesus was/is.
“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the son of Abraham:” Matthew 1:1 

“When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Many ordered him to keep silent. But he cried out even more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!” Mark 10:47-48 

“concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh and declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” Romans 1:3-4 

“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David, according to my gospel,” 2 Timothy 2:8 

“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I AM the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star” Revelation 22:16


2. Muhammad was not the Mighty God who was born to rule on David’s throne forever. Jesus was/is.
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were created through Him, and without Him nothing was created that has been created. In Him was life, and the life was the light of mankind... The true Light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was created through Him, yet the world did not know him... The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth." John 1:1-4, 9-10, 14

"Thomas answered Him, 'My Lord AND MY GOD!'" John 20:28 

"who are the Israelites, to whom belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises, to whom belong the patriarchs, and from whom, according to the flesh, is Christ, who is over all, GOD FOREVER BLESSED. Amen." Romans 9:5 

"But to the Son He says: 'Your throne, O GOD, lasts forever and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, Your God has anointed You with the oil of gladness more than Your companions." Hebrews 1:8-9

See the next point for additional details. 


3. Muhammad wasn’t the great light which shined forth throughout the region of Galilee. Jesus was/is that great light who still shines in the hearts of all believers till this day.
“Now when Jesus heard that John was put in prison, He left for Galilee. And leaving Nazareth, He came and lived in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what was spoken by Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness aw great light. And on those who sat in the land of the shadow of death, light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent! For the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” Matthew 4:12-17 

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. The angel came to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favored. The Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women.’ When she saw him, she was troubled by his words, and considered in her mind what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Listen, you will conceive in your womb and bear a Son and shall call His name JESUS. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest. And the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David, and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever. And of His kingdom there will be no end.’ 
Then Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I do not know a man?’ The angel answered her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you. Therefore the Holy One who will be born will be called the Son of God. ‘” Luke 1:26-33 

“But the angel said to them, ‘Listen! Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great joy, which will be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the City of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.’… Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It was revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. Led by the Spirit, he came into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, he received Him in his arms and blessed God and said: ‘Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.’” Luke 2:10-11, 25-32 

“Again, Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.’” John 8:12 – cf. 1:4-5, 8-9; 9:4-5; 12:35-36, 46


4. Muhammad did not offer his life as an atoning sacrifice for the salvation of the world. Jesus did.
“As they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, ‘Take and eat. This is My body.’ Then He took the cup, and after He gave thanks, He gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink of it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.’” Matthew 26:26-28 – cf. Mark 14:22-24 

“For even the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45 – cf. Matthew 20:28 

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.’” John 1:29 

“Many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, ‘He told me all that I ever did.’ So when the Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him to remain with them. And He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of His word. They said to the woman, ‘Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this Man is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.’” John 4:39-42 – cf. 3:17; 12:47 

“This is the bread which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. The bread which I shall give for the life of the world is My flesh.” John 6:50-51 

“My little children, I am writing these things to you, so that you do not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 1 John 2:1-2 

“In this is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins… And we have seen and testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.” 1 John 4:10, 14


5. Muhammad never made a covenant with the people. Jesus did, and even ratified it by his blood.
“Then He took the bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is My body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.’ In like manner, He took the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood which is shed for you.” Luke 22:19-20 

“But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, because He is the Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.” Hebrews 8:6 

“how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? For this reason He is the Mediator of a new covenant, since a death has occurred for the redemption of the sins that were committed under the first covenant, so that those who are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.” Hebrews 9:14-15 

“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels; to the general assembly and church of the firstborn, who are enrolled in heaven; to God, the Judge of all; and to the spirits of the righteous ones made perfect; and to Jesus, the Mediator of a new covenant; and to the sprinkled blood that speaks better than that of Abel.” Hebrews 12:22-24


6. Muhammad was never raised to sit enthroned alongside Allah in order to rule creation. Jesus was exalted to reign on God’s throne over the entire creation for all eternity.
“Then Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.’” Matthew 28:18 

“After the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven and sat at the right hand of God. Then they went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.” Mark 16:19-20 

“But being a prophet [David], and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of his seed according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he foresaw this and spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not abandoned to Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 
God raised up this Jesus, of which we all are witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured out this which you now see and hear. For David has not ascended to the heavens, yet he says: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Until I make Your enemies Your footstool.”’  Therefore, let all the house of Israel assuredly know that God has made this Jesus, whom you have crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Acts 2:30-36 

“and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which He performed in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, FAR ABOVE ALL principalities, and power, and might, and dominion, and EVERY NAME that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet and made Him the head over all things for the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all things in all ways.” Ephesians 1:19-23 

“For this you know, that no sexually immoral or impure person, or one who is greedy, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.” Ephesians 5:5 

“Figuratively this is like baptism, which also saves us now. It is not washing off the dirt from the body, but a response to God from a good conscience through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels and authorities and powers being made subject to Him.” 1 Peter 3:21-22 

“For in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly provided for you.” 2 Peter 1:11 

“The seventh angel sounded, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying: ‘The kingdoms of the world have become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever.’” Revelation 11:15 

“… The dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as He was born. She gave birth to a male Child, ‘who was to rule all nations with an iron scepter.’ And her Child was caught up to God and to His throne… Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying: ‘Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down.’” Revelation 12:4b-5, 10 

“These will wage war with the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings. Those who are with Him are called and chosen and faithful.” Revelation 17:14 – cf. 19:16; 22:1, 3

Hopefully, this will now put to rest the desperate attempt by certain Muhammadans to misapply Isaiah 42 to their prophet. The fact is that the theology of not only Isaiah, but also the Holy Bible as a whole, condemns Muhammad as a false prophet and an antichrist. 

All OT references taken from the World English Bible (WEB). 

All NT citations taken from the Modern English Version (MEV) of the Holy Bible.

http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/isaiah42_add.html
Addendum: The Theology of Isaiah contrasted with the teachings of Muhammad
By Sam Shamoun
In our previous discussion we examined the over all context of the book of Isaiah in order to conclusively establish that Muhammad could not have been the servant mentioned by the prophet in the 42nd chapter. Here we are going to take a brief look at Isaiah’s theology and contrast it with what Muhammad proclaimed for the express purpose of providing additional evidence that Muhammad could not be possibly be a true prophet. 

According to Isaiah, a Child will be born to reign forever upon David’s throne as the Mighty God in the flesh:

“For unto us a child is born (yeled yulad), unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God (El Gibbor), The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” Isaiah 9:6-7

What makes this a rather shocking prophecy is that in the very next chapter, Isaiah identifies Yahweh as the Mighty God: 

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them; but shall stay upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God (El Gibbor).” Isaiah 10:20-21

And since Isaiah says elsewhere that there is no other god besides Yahweh,

“Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God (El) formed, neither shall there be after me.” Isaiah 43:10 

“Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the Lord? and there is no God (Elohim) else beside me; a just God (El) and a Saviour; there is none beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God (El), and there is none else.” Isaiah 45:21-22

This, therefore, means that the Child to be born must be Yahweh God Incarnate! 

Thus, the prophet is envisioning a time when God Almighty shall become a man, which directly contradicts the Quran’s express denial of Allah being born. 
What makes this rather interesting is that the Muslim scripture even goes as far as to employ the exact Arabic cognate of the Hebrew word yulad to refute the possibility of Allah ever allowing himself to be begotten:

He begetteth (yalid) not, nor is He begotten (yulad); S. 112:3 Y. Ali

The other problem that Muslims face with trying to find Muhammad in the book of Isaiah is that the prophet speaks of Yahweh lifting up his beloved Servant to a very highly exalted position: 

“Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled (yarum wa'nissa), and be very high.” Isaiah 52:13

As we saw previously, Isaiah describes the exaltation of the Servant in the exact same way that the prophet speaks of Yahweh being enthroned from a very high and lofty place:

“In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up (ram wa'nissa), and his train filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” Isaiah 6:1-5 

“For thus saith the high and lofty One (ram wa'nissa) that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high (marom) and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.” Isaiah 57:15 – cf. 2:11-17; 5:16; 33:5, 10

As noted before, this means that Yahweh has raised his Servant to share in his sovereign rule over the entire creation. The following Jewish exposition shows just remarkable this prophecy is:

“I will now proceed to my exposition. 13 Behold my servant shall have understanding. From the prophet’s saying ‘understanding,’ it may be seen that all the lofty predicates which he assigns to him have their source in this attribute; in virtue of his comprehensive intelligence he will attain an elevation above that even of the most perfect men in the world. He shall be high and exalted, and lofty exceedingly. According to the Midrash of our Rabbis; he will be higher than Abraham, who was first of all a ‘high father,’ and afterwards a father of a multitude. He will be more exalted than Moses, who was ‘exalted’ above the exalted ones of Levi (cf. Num. iii. 32), who was a prophet such that ‘none arose like him in Israel,’ (Deut. xxxiv. 10), who ‘saved’ Israel ‘with a great salvation’ (cf. I Chron. xi. 14) when they came out of Egypt, and the report of whom spread into all places until ‘the dukes of Edom were confounded’ before him, and ‘trembling seized the mighty men of Moab, and all the inhabitants of Canaan melted away’ (Ex. xv. 15). But this one will be exalted far above Moses: for when he gathers together our scattered ones from the four corners of the earth, he will be exalted in the eyes of all the kings in the whole world, and all of them will serve him, and will exalt him above them, as Daniel prophesies concerning him, ‘All nations, peoples, and tongues shall serve him’ (Dan. vii. 14, 27). He will be loftier than Solomon, whose dignity was so lofty that he is said to have ‘sat on the throne of the Lord’ (I Chron. xxix. 23), and our Rabbis say that he was king over both the upper and the nether world. But THE KING MESSIAH, in his ALL-COMPREHENDING INTELLIGENCE, will be loftier than Solomon. Exceedingly above the ministering angels, because that same comprehensive intelligence will approach [God] more nearly than theirs. For it is an exceedingly high privilege, that one whose nature is compound and material should attain to a grade of intelligence more nearly Divine than that which belongs to the incorporeal; and so it is said of him that ‘his strength is greater than that of the ministering angels,’ because these have no impediment in the exercise of their intellect, whereas that which is compound is continually impeded in consequence of material element in its nature. Accordingly, the grade of his intelligence being such as this, he is said to be ‘lofty exceedingly,’ and his strength to be ‘greater than the angels.’… And when this ‘servant of the Lord’ is born, he will continue to be marked by the possession of intelligence enabling him to acquire from God what it is impossible for any to acquire until he reaches that height wither none of the sons of men, EXCEPT HIM, have ever ascended: from that day he will be counted with his people Israel, and will share their subjugation and distress; ‘in all their affliction’ (Is. lxiii. 9) he will be exceedingly afflicted; and because of their being outcasts and scattered to the ends of the world, his grief will be such that the colour of his countenance will be changed from that of a man, and pangs and sicknesses will seize him (for great grief, as physicians know, by producing melancholy, subjects a man to many diseases); and all the chastisements which come upon him in consequence of his grief will be for our sakes, and not from any deficiency or sin on his part which might bring punishment in his train, BECAUSE HE IS PERFECT, IN THE COMPLETENESS OF PERFECTION, as Isaiah says (xi. 2f.). Truly all his pains and sicknesses will be for us…” (R. Mosheh Kohen Ibn Crispin (14th century AD), as quoted in The “Suffering Servant” of Isaiah According to the Jewish Interpreters, translated by Samuel R. Driver and Adolf Neubauer, with an introduction by Edward B. Pusey [Hermon Press, New York: Reprinted in 1969], pp. 101-103; bold and capital emphasis ours)

In this rabbinic reference, the Jewish author tied in Isaiah 52:13-53:12 with Psalm 2:7, 110:1 and Daniel 7:13-14, and ascribed them all to the King the Messiah. And do pay close attention to the rabbi’s candid admission that the exalted language of Isaiah 52:13 goes above and beyond what can be said of an ordinary creature. 

This is precisely where the problem lies for Muslims since what Isaiah says about the Servant’s exalted status conflicts with Muhammad’s message that Allah does not allow anyone to share in his sovereign rule over creation:

Knowest thou not that it is Allah unto Whom belongeth the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth; and ye have not, beside Allah, any guardian or helper? S. 2:107 Pickthall 

He unto Whom belongeth the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth, He hath chosen no son nor hath He any partner in the Sovereignty. He hath created everything and hath meted out for it a measure. S. 25:2 Pickthall – cf. S. 17:111

The other major problem that Muslims face is that Isaiah identifies Yahweh as Israel’s spiritual Father who made and saves them:
“Doubtless thou art our father, though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: thou, O Lord, art our father, our redeemer; thy name is from everlasting.” Isaiah 63:16 

“But now, O Lord, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand.” Isaiah 64:8

The spiritual Fatherhood of God is even more strongly emphasized by the inspired NT writers, particularly by the Lord Jesus who often spoke of God as his Father and the Father of all true believers:

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16 

“And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.” Matthew 23:9 

“And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.” Mark 11:25-26 

“All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.” Luke 10:22 

“These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:” John 17:1 

“Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to MY Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto MY Father, and YOUR Father; and to my God, and your God.” John 20:17

In fact, the Christian Scriptures go as far as to identify the one true God as the Father:

“These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: as thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” John 17:1-3 

“but to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.” 1 Corinthians 8:6 

“one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.” Ephesians 4:6

This affirms that spiritual Fatherhood is an essential and intrinsic aspect of God’s personal identity, that being the Father is who and what God is, not something he decides to become at some point in time. 

And yet Muhammad comes hundreds of years after God’s inspired emissaries and denies that his god is a father to anyone, especially to Jews, Christians, or even Jesus himself: 

(Both) the Jews and the Christians say: "We are sons of God, and his beloved." Say: "Why then doth He punish you for your sins? Nay, ye are but men, of the men he hath created: He forgiveth whom He pleaseth, and He punisheth whom He pleaseth: and to God belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between: and unto Him is the final goal (of all)." S. 5:18 Y. Ali 

The Jews say, Ezra is the son of God: And the Christians say Christ is the son of God. They say this (only) with their mouths: They imitate the saying of those who were unbelievers in former times. May God curse them (literally: fight against them)! How can they be so infatuated? S. 9:30 Sale – cf. 6:101; 19:88-93; 21:26; 39:4; 72:3

As far as the NT is concerned, Muhammad’s denial of the Fatherhood of God and the Sonship of Christ makes him one of the antichrists that was to come into the world:

“Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: [but] he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.” 1 John 2:22-23

Muhammad is also at odds with Isaiah’s teaching that Yahweh’s Servant will offer his life as an atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world:

“As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men: so shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: 
for that which had not been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider. Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” Isaiah 52:14-53:12

With the foregoing in view, how could Isaiah have predicted the coming of Muhammad when the message of the latter is in direct opposition to the very core teachings found in the book of Isaiah? Do Muslims really want us to believe that Isaiah would announce the coming of a man who contradicted the prophet’s inspired testimony concerning the nature of God, the Person and role of the coming Davidic King, and the plan of salvation? 

In light of the foregoing, Muslims need to stop appealing to Isaiah 42 as a prophecy of Muhammad since their prophet’s message directly conflicts with some of the essential doctrines of the book of Isaiah. They must come to grips with the fact that Isaiah’s testimony does not support their beliefs about Muhammad being a messenger of the true God. On the contrary, Isaiah’s proclamation provides further evidence that Muhammad was a false prophet who perverted the revelation brought by the inspired emissaries of the one true God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and who then became incarnate in the Person of Jesus Christ. 

All Scriptural citations taken from the Authorized King James Version (AV) of the Holy Bible.

http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/isaiah42_blas.html
More Muhammadan blasphemies exposed

By Sam Shamoun
This is the culmination of a series of responses I wrote concerning the identity of Yahweh’s Servant mentioned in the 42nd chapter of the prophetic book of Isaiah:
The Prophecy of Isaiah 42: Jesus or Muhammad? 

Revisiting the Prophecy of Isaiah 42 

Revisiting the Prophecy of Isaiah 42: Addendum 

We highly encourage the readers to first read these particular rebuttals before reading this article. 

In their zeal to find Muhammad in the Holy Bible some Muslims go as far as to take passages, which speak of Yahweh, and attribute them to their prophet. Note, for instance, what the following polemicist writes in respect to the prophecy of Isaiah 42, which speaks of the Servant whom Yahweh will raise up to bring God’s salvation to all the inhabitants of the earth:  

Muhammad was “never discouraged” (verse 4) even when his wife, sons, uncles, daughters, and beloved companions passed away within his very sight, yet God guaranteed his safety from his enemies: “And Allah will guard you against men” (Qur’an 5:67). Although the Meccan period of his life was littered with persecutions, tortures, martyrdoms, and sanctions, God rewarded His Beloved with a sovereign post in Medina where he executed “justice unto truth” (verse 3). Again, that true covenant that God had made with Abraham and Ishmael was finally vindicated in the form of this champion Prophet, Muhammad al-Mustafa (verse 6). The “new song” (verse 10) of the Qur’an filled the hearts of the believers with such a firm faith in the absolute Oneness of the Almighty that they carried this message into the majestic isles (verse 4) and into the four corners of the globe. This “mighty man of war” (verse 13) stirred up such a reaction of absolute jealousy in his enemies that they sought to kill him simply because of his Arab ancestry! Yet when they traveled within a month’s journey of his holy person, God would strike their hearts with such terror the likes of which no man has ever known. The Torah tells us: “I will move them to jealousy with [those which are] not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation” (Deuteronomy 32:21). (Ataie, In Defense of Islam: Confronting the Christian with their own Scriptures, p. 170; bold and underline emphasis ours) 

“… This Chosen One of Isaiah will be glorified by the Gentiles (non-Jews), the inhabitants of the islands, and in Kedar (Arabia). Only one person has achieved this in the history of the world, and that man is the Prophet Muhammad.” (Ibid., p. 208; bold and underline emphasis ours)

Ataie isn’t the only Muslim who has taken verses from Isaiah 42 and applied them to Muhammad:

7 – A Warrior who will fight God’s Enemies 

Isaiah states that this special person will be a warrior and will: 

...go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies. [Isaiah 42:13] 

Throughout history God has dealt sternly with those who are sent guidance and persist in disbelief. Prophet Muhammad had to engage in many battles with the idol worshipping enemies of God and ultimately prevailed against them. 

By comparison, Jesus did not triumph over his enemies, according to Christians he was crucified by them. Moreover Jesus wasn’t interested in fighting, he was not a man of war, he was a pacifist according to the New Testament. He said such things as: 

“for all who draw the sword will die by the sword.” [Matthew 26:52] 

And: 

“My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight…” [John 18:36]. (Muhammad in the Bible; underline emphasis ours)

Here is another:

13- "The Lord shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies." 

14- "I have long time holding my peace; I have been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry like a travailing women; I will destroy and devour at once."

Until Islam, God had never ordered any prophets to fight against unbelievers to destroy them. Believer [sic] were fighting only to defense [sic] themselves. But Allah ordered Muhammad to fight against unbelievers, and slay them if they don’t accept Allah. And if you study the life of Muhammad you will see that he was the commander of the army and he fought with his sword and he lost one of his teeth during the war. And God destroyed unbelievers at once (with only during of one prophet). (Isaiah 42 describes Muhammad; bold and italicized emphasis ours)

The problem that these Muslims face is that the specific verses they have cited do not speak of Yahweh appointing a human messenger as his agent of salvation or wrath, nor do they speak of the nations praising and glorifying a mere man that Yahweh has raised up to represent him. Rather, these texts speak of Yahweh himself being glorified and praised as he goes forth like a warrior to destroy his enemies:

“‘I am Yahweh. THAT IS MY NAME. I will not give MY GLORY to another, nor MY PRAISE to engraved images. Behold, the former things have happened, and I declare new things. I tell you about them before they come up.’ Sing to Yahweh a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, you who go down to the sea, and all that is therein, the islands and their inhabitants. Let the wilderness and its cities raise their voices, with the villages that Kedar inhabits. Let the inhabitants of Sela sing. Let them shout from the top of the mountains! Let them GIVE GLORY TO YAHWEH, and declare HIS PRAISE in the islands. YAHWEH WILL GO OUT LIKE A MIGHTY MAN (kaggibor). HE will stir up zeal LIKE A MAN OF WAR (ka'ish milchamot). HE will raise a war cry. Yes, HE will shout aloud. HE will triumph over HIS enemies.” Isaiah 42:8-13

This isn’t the only time that Yahweh is likened to a man of war:

“Yahweh is a man of war (ish milchamah). Yahweh is his name.” Exodus 15:3

Pay close attention to the context of the foregoing verse:

“Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to Yahweh, and said, ‘I will sing to Yahweh, for he has triumphed gloriously. The horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. Yah is my strength and song. He has become my salvation. This is my God, and I will praise him; my father’s God, and I will exalt him. Yahweh is a man of war. Yahweh is his name. He has cast Pharaoh’s chariots and his army into the sea. His chosen captains are sunk in the Red Sea. The deeps cover them. They went down into the depths like a stone. Your right hand, Yahweh, is glorious in power. Your right hand, Yahweh, dashes the enemy in pieces. In the greatness of your excellency, you overthrow those who rise up against you. You send out your wrath. It consumes them as stubble. With the blast of your nostrils, the waters were piled up. The floods stood upright as a heap. The deeps were congealed in the heart of the sea. The enemy said, “I will pursue. I will overtake. I will divide the plunder. My desire shall be satisfied on them. I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.” You blew with your wind. The sea covered them. They sank like lead in the mighty waters. Who is like you, Yahweh, among the gods? Who is like you, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders? You stretched out your right hand. The earth swallowed them. You, in your loving kindness, have led the people that you have redeemed. You have guided them in your strength to your holy habitation. The peoples have heard. They tremble. Pangs have taken hold on the inhabitants of Philistia. Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed. Trembling takes hold of the mighty men of Moab. All the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. Terror and dread falls on them. By the greatness of your arm they are as still as a stone—until your people pass over, Yahweh, until the people pass over who you have purchased. You shall bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of your inheritance, the place, Yahweh, which you have made for yourself to dwell in; the sanctuary, Lord, which your hands have established. Yahweh shall reign forever and ever.’ For the horses of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with his horsemen into the sea, and Yahweh brought back the waters of the sea on them; but the children of Israel walked on dry land in the middle of the sea. Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dances. Miriam answered them, ‘Sing to Yahweh, for he has triumphed gloriously. The horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.’” Exodus 15:1-21 

Here we have Moses and the Israelites singing a song of praise to Yahweh in celebration of their deliverance from the tyranny of Pharaoh.  

What makes this all the more relevant to our discussion of Isaiah 42 is that, according to the book of Exodus, Yahweh himself came down in visible form for the express purpose of saving his people from their oppression: 

“Yahweh went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to lead them on their way, and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light, that they might go by day and by night: the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night, didn’t depart from before the people.” Exodus 13:21-22 

“Moses said to the people, ‘Don’t be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of Yahweh, which he will work for you today: for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you shall never see them again. Yahweh will fight for you, and you shall be still. Yahweh said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Speak to the children of Israel, that they go forward. Lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go into the middle of the sea on dry ground. Behold, I myself will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall go in after them: and I will get myself honor over Pharaoh, and over all his armies, over his chariots, and over his horsemen. The Egyptians shall know that I am Yahweh, when I have gotten myself honor over Pharaoh, over his chariots, and over his horsemen.’ The angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them, and stood behind them. It came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and there was the cloud and the darkness, yet gave it light by night: and one didn’t come near the other all night. Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and Yahweh caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 
The children of Israel went into the middle of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand, and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went in after them into the middle of the sea: all of Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. In the morning watch, Yahweh looked out on the Egyptian army through the pillar of fire and of cloud, and confused the Egyptian army. He took off their chariot wheels, and they drove them heavily; so that the Egyptians said, ‘Let’s flee from the face of Israel, for Yahweh fights for them against the Egyptians!’ Yahweh said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the waters may come again on the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their horsemen.’ Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its strength when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it. Yahweh overthrew the Egyptians in the middle of the sea. The waters returned, and covered the chariots and the horsemen, even all Pharaoh’s army that went in after them into the sea. There remained not so much as one of them. But the children of Israel walked on dry land in the middle of the sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand, and on their left. Thus Yahweh saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work which Yahweh did to the Egyptians, and the people feared Yahweh; and they believed in Yahweh, and in his servant Moses.” Exodus 14:13-31

Yahweh continued appearing to his people in visible form all throughout their stay in the wilderness right up until he planted them securely in the Promised Land:

“Yahweh said to Moses, ‘Behold, I come to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and may also believe you forever.’ Moses told the words of the people to Yahweh. Yahweh said to Moses, ‘Go to the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments, and be ready against the third day; for on the third day Yahweh will come down in the sight of all the people on Mount Sinai. You shall set bounds to the people all around, saying, “Be careful that you don’t go up onto the mountain, or touch its border. Whoever touches the mountain shall be surely put to death. No hand shall touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot through; whether it is animal or man, he shall not live.” When the trumpet sounds long, they shall come up to the mountain.’ Moses went down from the mountain to the people, and sanctified the people; and they washed their clothes. He said to the people, ‘Be ready by the third day. Don’t have sexual relations with a woman.’ On the third day, when it was morning, there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud on the mountain, and the sound of an exceedingly loud trumpet; and all the people who were in the camp trembled. Moses led the people out of the camp to meet God; and they stood at the lower part of the mountain. All of Mount Sinai smoked, because Yahweh descended on it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked greatly. When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by a voice. Yahweh came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. Yahweh called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. Yahweh said to Moses, ‘Go down, warn the people, lest they break through to Yahweh to gaze, and many of them perish. Let the priests also, who come near to Yahweh, sanctify themselves, lest Yahweh break out on them.’ Moses said to Yahweh, ‘The people can’t come up to Mount Sinai, for you warned us, saying, “Set bounds around the mountain, and sanctify it.”’ Yahweh said to him, ‘Go down! You shall bring Aaron up with you, but don’t let the priests and the people break through to come up to Yahweh, lest he break out against them.’ So Moses went down to the people, and told them.” Exodus 19:9-25 

“Now Moses used to take the tent and to pitch it outside the camp, far away from the camp, and he called it ‘The Tent of Meeting.’ Everyone who sought Yahweh went out to the Tent of Meeting, which was outside the camp. When Moses went out to the Tent, that all the people rose up, and stood, everyone at their tent door, and watched Moses, until he had gone into the Tent. When Moses entered into the Tent, the pillar of cloud descended, stood at the door of the Tent, and spoke with Moses. All the people saw the pillar of cloud stand at the door of the Tent, and all the people rose up and worshiped, everyone at their tent door. Yahweh spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. He turned again into the camp, but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, didn’t depart from the Tent.” Exodus 33:7-11

“Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and Yahweh’s glory filled the tabernacle. Moses wasn’t able to enter into the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud stayed on it, and Yahweh’s glory filled the tabernacle. When the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward, throughout all their journeys; but if the cloud wasn’t taken up, then they didn’t travel until the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of Yahweh was on the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.” Exodus 40:34-38

We are even told in one place that Moses, Aaron, his two sons and the seventy elders of Israel actually saw Yahweh’s feet on top of what looked like sapphire stone, and that they even ate in his very own presence:

“Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up. They saw the God of Israel. Under HIS FEET was like a paved work of sapphire stone, like the skies for clearness. He didn’t lay his hand on the nobles of the children of Israel. They saw God, and ate and drank. Yahweh said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and stay here, and I will give you the stone tablets with the law and the commands that I have written, that you may teach them.’ Moses rose up with Joshua, his servant, and Moses went up onto God’s Mountain. He said to the elders, ‘Wait here for us, until we come again to you. Behold, Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever is involved in a dispute can go to them.’ Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. Yahweh’s glory settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. The seventh day HE CALLED to Moses OUT OF THE MIDDLE OF THE CLOUD. The appearance of Yahweh’s glory was like devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel. Moses entered into the middle of the cloud, and went up on the mountain; and Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.” Exodus 24:9-18

In light of this it should therefore come as no surprise that Isaiah would speak of a time when Yahweh would again appear visibly to his people for the purpose of bringing healing and salvation to them:

“The wilderness and the dry land will be glad. The desert will rejoice and blossom like a rose. It will blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing. Lebanon’s glory will be given to it, the excellence of Carmel and Sharon. They will see Yahweh’s glory, the excellence of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Tell those who have a fearful heart, ‘Be strong. Don’t be afraid. Behold, your God will come with vengeance, God’s retribution. He will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. Then the lame man will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will sing; for waters will break out in the wilderness, and streams in the desert. The burning sand will become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water. Grass with reeds and rushes will be in the habitation of jackals, where they lay. A highway will be there, a road, and it will be called The Holy Way. The unclean shall not pass over it, but it will be for those who walk in the Way. Wicked fools will not go there. No lion will be there, nor will any ravenous animal go up on it. They will not be found there; but the redeemed will walk there. The Yahweh’s ransomed ones will return, and come with singing to Zion; and everlasting joy will be on their heads. They will obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.” Isaiah 35:1-10 

“The voice of one who calls out, ‘Prepare the way of Yahweh in the wilderness! Make a level highway in the desert for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low. The uneven shall be made level, and the rough places a plain. Yahweh’s glory shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of Yahweh has spoken it.’…  You who tell good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who tell good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with strength. Lift it up. Don’t be afraid. Say to the cities of Judah, ‘Behold, your God!’ Behold, the Lord Yahweh will come as a mighty one, and his arm will rule for him. Behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd. He will gather the lambs in his arm, and carry them in his bosom. He will gently lead those who have their young.” Isaiah 40:3-5, 9-11

Isaiah also envisioned a time when Yahweh would be born as a Child in order to reign over David’s throne forever and ever: 

“… For to us a child IS BORN. To us a son is given; and the government will be on his shoulders. His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God (El Gibbor), Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, on David’s throne, and on his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from that time on, even forever. The zeal of Yahweh of Armies will perform this.” Isaiah 9:1-2, 6-7

That this Child is none other than the incarnation of Yahweh God himself is further confirmed by the fact that the name “Mighty God” is used of Yahweh in the very next chapter of Isaiah:

“It will come to pass in that day that the remnant of Israel, and those who have escaped from the house of Jacob will no more again lean on him who struck them, but shall lean on Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. A remnant will return, even the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God (El Gibbor).” Isaiah 10:20-21

This is a title that is always and only used of the true God:

“For Yahweh your God, he is God of gods, and Lord of lords, the great God, the mighty (ha’El … haggibbor), and the awesome, who doesn’t respect persons, nor takes reward.” Deuteronomy 10:17 

“Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God (ha’El … haggibbor), who keeps covenant and loving kindness, don’t let all the travail seem little before you, that has come on us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our priests, and on our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all your people, since the time of the kings of Assyria to this day.” Nehemiah 9:32 

“Who is the King of glory? Yahweh strong and mighty (waggibbor), Yahweh mighty in battle.” Psalm 24:8 

“who show loving kindness to thousands, and recompense the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their children after them; the great, the mighty God (ha’El … haggibbor), Yahweh of Armies is his name;” Jeremiah 32:18

As such, Isaiah 42:12-13 is not speaking of God sending a human agent to speak and act on his behalf. Rather, this passage refers to Yahweh himself coming to save his people and punish the wicked that refuse to believe in him. This will then evoke worship from all the nations that turn to Yahweh in faith, as they glorify the Lord with songs of praise.  

With the foregoing in perspective let us quote the passage once again in order to show how these Muslims have basically committed idolatry for applying these verses to their prophet: 

“I am Jehovah, THAT IS MY NAME; and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise unto graven images. Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them. Sing unto Jehovah a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth; ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein, the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit; let the inhabitants of Sela sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. Let them give glory unto Jehovah, and declare HIS praise in the islands. Jehovah will go forth as a mighty man; HE will stir up HIS zeal like a man of war: HE will cry, yea, HE will shout aloud; HE will do mightily against HIS enemies.” Isaiah 42:8-13 American Standard Version (ASV)

The prophet explicitly affirms that Yahweh will not give his glory or praise to any other, which is why he goes on to say that all the nations must ascribe glory and praise to Yahweh. 

Thus, in attributing this passage to their prophet these Muslims have ascribed the very unique name and worship of Yahweh to an imperfect, fallible man, which is precisely how the Muslim sources describe Muhammad: 

God pardon thee! Why gavest thou them leave, till it was clear to thee which of them spoke the truth, and thou knewest the liars? S. 9:43 Arberry 

Indeed they were near to seducing thee from that We revealed to thee, that thou mightest forge against Us another, and then they would surely have taken thee as a friend; and had We not confirmed thee, surely thou wert near to inclining unto them a very little; then would We have let thee taste the double of life and the double of death; and then thou wouldst have found none to help thee against Us. S. 17:73-75 Arberry 

"Or you have a house of adornable materials (like silver and pure gold, etc.), or you ascend up into the sky, and even then we will put no faith in your ascension until you bring down for us a Book that we would read." Say (O Muhammad): "Glorified (and Exalted) be my Lord (Allah) above all that evil they (polytheists) associate with Him! Am I anything but a man, sent as a Messenger?" S. 17:93 Hilali-Khan 

So be thou patient; surely God's promise is true. And ask forgiveness for thy sin, and proclaim the praise of thy Lord at evening and dawn. S. 40:55 Arberry 

Say: 'I am not an innovation among the Messengers, and I know not what shall be done with me or with you. I only follow what is revealed to me; I am only a clear warner.' S. 46:9 Arberry 

Had he invented against Us any sayings, We would have seized him by the right hand, then We would surely have cut his life-vein and not one of you could have defended him. S. 69:44-47 Arberry 

Say: 'I call only upon my Lord, and I do not associate with Him anyone. Say: 'Surely I possess no power over you, either for hurt or for rectitude.' Say: 'From God shall protect me not anyone, and I shall find, apart from Him, no refuge, excepting a Deliverance from God and His Messages. And whoso rebels against God and His messenger, for him there awaits the Fire of Gehenna; therein they shall dwell forever.' Until, when they see that which they are promised, then they will know who is weaker in helpers and fewer in numbers. Say: 'I do not know whether that which you are promised is nigh, or whether my Lord will appoint for it a space; S. 72:20-25 Arberry

They have therefore violated Tauhid al-Ibadah/Uluhiyah (the oneness or exclusivity of Allah’s service/worship), as well as Tauhid al-Asma wa’Sifat (the oneness or exclusivity of Allah’s names and attributes). According to these branches of Islamic monotheism, a Muslim is absolutely prohibited from assigning any of the unique names of Allah to a creature, and is also forbidden from granting any mere mortal the very praise and glory that that Allah alone is to receive. 

They have also gone against the express order of their own prophet who warned against over-praising him, especially in the same way that Christians praise the Lord Jesus:

Narrated 'Umar: 

I heard the Prophet saying, "Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians praised the son of Mary, for I am only a Slave. So, call me the Slave of Allah and His Apostle."  (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 55, Number 654)

These Muslims have basically committed the unpardonable sin of shirk, since they have turned a sinful human being into a partner with God in his exclusive names and worship:

WHO made the earth a bed for you, and the heaven a roof, and caused water to come down from the clouds and therewith brought forth fruits for your sustenance; so do not set up equals to ALLAH, while you know. S. 2:22 Sher Ali 

Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with him in worship, but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He pleases, and whoever sets up partners with Allah in worship, he has indeed invented a tremendous sin. S. 4:48 Hilali-Khan – cf. v. 116; 39:65

This should serve a lesson for these Islamic apologists to never dare twist and pervert God’s inspired revelation in this manner, since the true God will shame them by exposing them as liars for doing so:

“Every word of God is flawless. He is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Don’t you add to his words, lest he reprove you, and you be found a liar.” Proverbs 30:5-6 

“Regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom given to him, wrote to you; as also in all of his letters, speaking in them of these things. In those, there are some things that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unsettled twist, as they also do to the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. You therefore, beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware, lest being carried away with the error of the wicked, you fall from your own steadfastness.” 2 Peter 3:15-17

In a forthcoming article we will show how Isaiah identifies Yahweh’s Servant as being both personally distinct from and identical to Yahweh himself. 

Unless noted otherwise, all biblical references taken from the World English Bible (WEB). 
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Yahweh’s Servant Revisited Part 1
More evidence of Muhammad being a false prophet
http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/yahwehs_servant_re1.html 

By Sam Shamoun
In the above four articles and rebuttals, we refuted the assertion that Muhammad was the servant predicted in Isaiah 42 and even showed how this prophecy actually proves that he was a false prophet (in fact, an antichrist!). Here we are going to provide further evidence from Isaiah 42 that Muhammad could not have possibly been an apostle inspired by the true God.  

Isaiah prophesied that a day would come when God would humiliate and chasten all those who worship carved images or idols: 

“They shall be turned back and utterly put to shame—those who trust in carved images, who say to cast images, ‘You are our gods.’” Isaiah 42:17 

Muhammad, on the other hand, kissed and even caressed the black stone idol worshiped by the pagans at Mecca as part of the rites, which he commanded all Muslims to observe at least once in their lives (provided they can afford to do so).   

Narrated 'Abis bin Rabia:
'Umar came near the Black Stone and kissed it and said “No doubt, I know that you are a stone and can neither benefit anyone nor harm anyone. Had I not seen Allah's Apostle kissing you I would not have kissed you." (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 2, Book 26, Number 667)

And:

6 Hajj 

(5) Chapter: Description of Hajj Rituals and Entering Makka (5) 

Ibn 'Abbas narrated that he used to kiss the Black Stone AND PROSTRATE HIMSELF ON IT. Related by Al-Hakim and Al-Baihaqi. 

Reference: Bulugh al-Maram 747 

In-book reference: Book 6, Hadith 40 

English translation: Book 6, Hadith 766 (Sunnah.com; capital and underline emphasis ours)

The following lengthy citation provides some additional details concerning the ways in which Muhammad and his followers venerated (and continue to venerate) this inanimate stone object: 

It is Sunnah to perform certain acts in tawaf as given below: 

Facing the Black Stone at the start of the tawaf while uttering a takbir (Allahu-Akbar), and a tahlil (La ilaha illahlah), and raising one's hands as they are raised in prayers, and if possible touching it with both hands and kissing it quietly, or placing one's cheek on it. Otherwise, one may touch it with one's hand and kiss the hand, or touch it with something, and then kiss it, or if even that is not possible, one may just point to it with a stick, etc. as is mentioned in some of the ahadith given below. 

Ibn 'Umar said: “Allah's Messenger faced the Black Stone, touched it, and then placed his lips on it and wept for a long time.” 'Umar also wept for a long time. The Prophet said: 'O 'Umar, this is the place where one should shed tears.” (Reported by Al-Hakim, who considers it a sound hadith with a sound chain of authorities) 

It is reported by Ibn 'Abbas that 'Umar bent down towards the Black Stone and said: "By Allah! I know that you are A MERE STONE, and if I had not seen my beloved Prophet kissing you and touching you I would have never done so." The Qur'an says: "You have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern (of conduct)."' (Qur'an 33.32) This was reported by Ahmad and others in slightly different words. 

Nafi' said, “I have seen Ibn 'Umar touching the Black Stone with his hand, and then kissing his hand and saying: 'Ever since I saw the Prophet doing this, I have never failed to do that.''' (Reported by Bukhari and Muslim) 

Sowayd bin Ghaflah said: "I have seen 'Umar kissing the Black Stone and touching it." He further said: "I know that the Prophet was especially very particular about it.'' (Muslim) 

Ibn 'Umar reported that Allah's Messenger used to come to Ka'bah, touch the Black Stone and then say: Bismillahi wallahu akbar (In the name of Allah, Allah is the Greatest.)" (Ahmad) 

Muslim has reported on the authority of Abu Tufail that he said: "I have seen the Prophet making tawaf around the Ka'bah and touching it with a stick and then kissing the stick." 

Bukhari, Muslim and Abu Daw'ud reported that 'Umar approached the Black Stone and kissed it. Then he said: "I know that you are A MERE STONE that can neither harm nor do any good. If I had not seen the Prophet kissing you, I would have never kissed you." 

Al-Khatabi said: "This shows that abiding by the Sunnah of the Prophet is binding, regardless of whether or not we understand its reason or the wisdom behind it." 

Such information devolves obligation on all those whom it reaches, even if they may not fully comprehend its significance. It is known, however, that kissing the Black Stone signifies respect for it, recognition of our obligation toward it, and using it as a means of seeking Allah's blessings. Indeed Allah has preferred some stones over others, as He preferred some countries and cities, days and nights, and months over others. The underlying spirit of all this is unquestioning submission to Allah. 

In some ahadith which say that "the Black Stone is Allah's right hand on earth," we do find, however, a plausible rationale and justification for this statement. In other words whosoever touches the Black Stone he pledges allegiance to Allah, as it were, by giving his hand into the hand of Allah, just as some followers do pledge their fealty to their kings and masters, by kissing and shaking hands with them. 

Al-Muhallib said: “The hadith of 'Umar refutes the assertions of those who say that ‘The Black Stone is Allah's right hand on earth wherewith He shakes the hands of His slaves.’” God forbid that we should ascribe any physical organs to Allah [sic]. 
The commandment to kiss the Black Stone is meant to test and to demonstrate palpably as to who obeys and submits. It may be compared with the command to Iblis to bow to Adam. 

We have no definite evidence, however, to believe that any of the stones used in building the Ka'bah originally (by Ibrahim and Isma'il), is still in existence today excepting the Black Stone. (Sayyid Saabiq, Fiqh-Us-Sunnah, Volume 5: Tawaf or Circumambulation around Ka'bah, Number 74b; bold, capital, and italicized emphasis ours)

Pay close attention to how Muhammad would touch and kiss the black stone, as well as place his cheek on it, taking its station as a place for weeping. Muhammad would also kiss his hand after touching the stone, and he would use a stick to reach it and then kiss that if he was unable to reach it. And even though they didn’t (and still don’t) understand the wisdom behind it the Muslims continue(d) to implement this practice of their prophet since they thought/think that they would/will receive a blessing by doing so. 

As if this wasn’t bad enough, the above reference asserts that some Muslims actually believed that the black stone is Allah’s right hand on earth and that to touch it is equivalent to shaking the right hand of Allah! 

But that’s not all. According to another report the black stone will actually intercede for Muslims on the Day of Judgment:

9 The Book on Hajj 

(113) Chapter: What Has Been Related About The Black Stone 

Ibn Abbas narrated that: The Messenger of Allah said about the (Black) Stone: "By Allah! Allah will raise it on the Day of Resurrection with two eyes by which it sees and a tongue that it speaks with, testifying to whoever touched it in truth." 

Grade: Hasan (Darussalam)            

Reference: Jami` at-Tirmidhi 961 

In-book reference: Book 9, Hadith 155 

English translation: Vol. 2, Book 4, Hadith 961 (Sunnah.com; underline emphasis ours)

And:

Sunan Ibn Majah 

Chapters on Hajj Rituals 

It was narrated that Sa’eed bin Jubair said: I heard Ibn ‘Abbas say: The Messenger of Allah said: “This Stone will be brought on the Day of Resurrection, and it will be given two eyes with which to see, and a tongue with which to speak, and it will bear witness for those who touched it in sincerity.” 

Grade: Hasan (Darussalam) 

English reference: Vol. 4, Book 25, Hadith 2944 

Arabic reference: Book 25, Hadith 3057 (Sunnah.com; underline emphasis ours)

Below we will see how this idolatrous veneration of a stone object condemns Muhammad as nothing more than a pagan masquerading as a preacher of monotheism. 

Yahweh’s Servant Revisited Part 2
More evidence of Muhammad being a false prophet
http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/yahwehs_servant_re2.html 
By Sam Shamoun
Continuing from where we left off, the Holy Bible expressly condemns the veneration of stone objects of any kind, 
“You shall make for yourselves no idols and erect no carved images or pillars, and you shall not place figured stones in your land, to worship at them; for I am the Lord your God. “ Leviticus 26:1

Forbidding anyone from bowing down to them, or from even touching and kissing them:

“Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”” 1 Kings 19:18 

“if I have looked at the sun when it shone, or the moon moving in splendor, and my heart has been secretly enticed, and my mouth has kissed my hand; this also would be an iniquity to be punished by the judges, for I should have been false to God above.” Job 31:26-28 

“And now they keep on sinning and make a cast image for themselves, idols of silver made according to their understanding, all of them the work of artisans. ‘Sacrifice to these,’ they say. People are kissing calves!” Hosea 13:2

God further told his people that they were to destroy every stone and image venerated by the pagans in the land that he was going to give them as their inheritance: 

“In the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the Israelites, and say to them: When you cross over the Jordan into the land of Canaan, you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, destroy all their figured stones, destroy all their cast images, and demolish all their high places. You shall take possession of the land and settle in it, for I have given you the land to possess.” Numbers 33:50-43

God even went as far as to have the bronzed serpent, which he had Moses fashion, destroyed once Israel started venerating it:

“In the third year of King Hoshea son of Elah of Israel, Hezekiah son of King Ahaz of Judah began to reign. He was twenty-five years old when he began to reign; he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abi daughter of Zechariah. 
He did what was right in the sight of the Lord just as his ancestor David had done. He removed the high places, broke down the pillars, and cut down the sacred pole. He broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the people of Israel had made offerings to it; it was called Nehushtan. He trusted in the Lord the God of Israel; so that there was no one like him among all the kings of Judah after him, or among those who were before him. For he held fast to the Lord; he did not depart from following him but kept the commandments that the Lord commanded Moses. The Lord was with him; wherever he went, he prospered. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and would not serve him.” 2 Kings 18:1-7 – cf. Numbers 21:4-9

Muhammad, however, didn't follow the example of God's true prophets since he didn't destroy the black stone even though it was one of the objects worshiped by the pagans. He instead made its veneration part and parcel of his religion! 

What makes this all the more ironic is that the Quran itself condemns the veneration of stones, claiming that this is nothing more than a work of Satan!

O ye who believe! Intoxicants and gambling, (dedication of) stones (wa’al-ansabu), and (divination by) arrows, are an abomination, – of Satan's handwork: eschew such (abomination), that ye may prosper. S. 5:90 Y. Ali

Ansabu is the plural form of nasibah. Here is how one of the standard Arabic lexical sources defines this word:

“… Certain stones which were set up around the Kaabeh, over which it was customary for the name of some deity to be pronounced in the killing of animals…, and upon which victims were slain in sacrifice to another, or others, than the true God... An idol; or a stone which the pagan Arabs set up, to sacrifice, or slay animals, before it, or by it, and which became red with the blood…” (E. W. Lane, Edward Lane’s Lexicon [Williams and Norgate, 1863; Librairie du Liban Beirut-Lebanon, 1968], Volume 8, p. 2800; bold emphasis ours)

Thus, according to the definition given above, the black stone classifies as a nasibah since it was an object which the pagans venerated along with their other stones and idols. Muhammad was therefore guilty of adopting and worshiping a handiwork of Satan, and causing countless numbers of individuals to do likewise! 

Ironically, the pagans of Muhammad’s time also believed that their stone figurines and idols would intercede for them before Allah. However, Muhammad wasn’t buying any of their excuses since he harshly rebuked them for their blatant idolatry:

If ye call them to guidance, they will not obey: For you it is the same whether ye call them or ye hold your peace! Verily those whom ye call upon besides God are servants like unto you: Call upon them, and let them listen to your prayer, if ye are (indeed) truthful! Have they feet to walk with? Or hands to lay hold with? Or eyes to see with? Or ears to hear with? Say: “Call your ‘god-partners’, scheme (your worst) against me, and give me no respite! For my Protector is God, Who revealed the Book (from time to time), and He will choose and befriend the righteous. But those ye call upon besides Him, are unable to help you, and indeed to help themselves.” S. 7:193-197 Y. Ali 

And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them not, nor profit them, and they say: “These are our intercessors with Allah.” Say: “Do you inform Allah of that which He knows not in the heavens and on the earth?” Glorified and Exalted be He above all that which they associate as partners with Him! S. 10:18

And yet Muhammad ended up making the same claim for the black stone, namely, that it would serve as an intercessor for everyone that kisses and touches it! The blatant idolatry and hypocrisy are truly glaring. 

In light of the foregoing, both the testimony of Isaiah 42:17 and the Holy Bible as a whole conclusively proves that Muhammad was not a true prophet of God, let alone the blessed Servant of Yahweh whom Isaiah spoke of. Muslims need to therefore stop appealing to God’s Word to justify their belief in Muhammad’s prophethood since, rather than supporting him, the Holy Bible exposes him as one of the antichrists and false prophets who was to come into the world to mislead people from the truth of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ (cf. Deuteronomy 13:1-10; 18:20-22; Matthew 24:23-25; 2 Corinthians 11:1-4, 13-15; Galatians 1:6-9; 2 John 1:7-11).
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WHY I AM NOT A MUSLIM-MY QUESTIONS TO MUSLIMS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_I_AM_NOT_A_MUSLIM-MY_QUESTIONS_TO_MUSLIMS.doc 
WHY ISLAM DENIES CHRISTS DEATH ON THE CROSS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_ISLAM_DENIES_CHRISTS_DEATH_ON_THE_CROSS.doc 
WHY ISLAM TODAY SHUTS DOWN FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_ISLAM_TODAY_SHUTS_DOWN_FREEDOM_OF_RELIGION.doc
WHY THE ELECTION OF POPE FRANCIS MADE MAGDI ALLAM DECIDE TO LEAVE THE CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_THE_ELECTION_OF_POPE_FRANCIS_MADE_MAGDI_ALLAM_DECIDE_TO_LEAVE_THE_CHURCH.doc
WIFE-BEATING IN ISLAM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WIFE-BEATING_IN_ISLAM.doc
WIFE-BEATING IN ISLAM 02 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WIFE-BEATING_IN_ISLAM_02.doc
WIFE-BEATING-A REBUTTAL OF JAMAL BADAWI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WIFE-BEATING-A_REBUTTAL_OF_JAMAL_BADAWI.doc
WOMEN IN ISLAM 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WOMEN_IN_ISLAM.doc
WOMEN IN THE KORAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WOMEN_IN_THE_KORAN.doc
WORSHIP OF ALLAH ALONE-THE MESSAGE OF THE QURAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WORSHIP_OF_ALLAH_ALONE-THE_MESSAGE_OF_THE_QURAN.doc
Over 200 testimonies of Muslims converting to Jesus Christ at
http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.htm
