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Islamic jurisprudence vs. Religious Freedom: The Case of Meriam Ibrahim
“I am a Christian, and I will remain a Christian”
https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2014/06/i-am-a-christian-and-i-will-remain-a-christian      

By Gabriel Said Reynolds, June 27, 2014
In August 2013 the Sudanese authorities arrested Meriam Ibrahim, daughter of a Sudanese Muslim man and an Ethiopian Christian woman, after a Muslim relative informed them of her marriage to Daniel Wani, a Catholic from South Sudan and an American citizen. The authorities considered Meriam to be a Muslim because of her Muslim father, even though she had lived her whole life as a Christian. And as Islamic law forbids a Muslim woman from marrying a non-Muslim man (although it permits a Muslim man to marry a non-Muslim woman), her marriage was not a marriage at all in Sudan, where matters of personal and family law are controlled by religious courts. She was therefore guilty of zina, or fornication.

If fornication was the pretext for Meriam’s arrest, prosecutors decided to charge her as well with a still more serious crime: irtidad, or apostasy. According to Islamic law, Muslims cannot change their religion. When Maher Al-Gohari attempted to change his religious affiliation in Egypt in 2009 after he was baptized and received into the Coptic Church, his request was rejected. From the perspective of Islamic law, individuals such as Meriam or al-Gohari who are born Muslims can never legally enter into another religious community. Their rejection of Islam, however, amounts to apostasy: a crime against God and the Prophet Muhammad which is punishable by death.

With this logic Meriam Ibrahim was convicted of both fornication and apostasy. On May 15, 2014 she was sentenced to one hundred lashes for fornication, and death by hanging for apostasy. That Meriam’s Muslim father had left her Christian mother in Meriam’s infancy, and that Meriam never practiced Islam, had no legal importance in the case.

Indeed the ruling against Meriam followed from standard principles of Islamic law. It was not idiosyncratic or aberrant and it was not about strange cultural taboos in Sudan over inter-faith marriages. It was not only about politics. It may well be that the government of Omar al-Bashir in Sudan decided to use this case to win the support of conservative Muslims, or that certain religious elements within the Sudanese judicial system saw this case as a way of flexing their muscles. Nevertheless this case emerged naturally from the system of religious jurisprudence that exists in Sudan and in many other Islamic countries.

Meriam’s case thus represents an important example of conflict between Islamic jurisprudence and ideas of religious freedom which are often taken for granted in the West. In response to this case David Cameron declared: “The way she is being treated is barbaric and has no place in today’s world. Religious freedom is an absolute, fundamental human right.” He was right, of course, but his notion of religious freedom is simply not that of Islamic jurisprudence, or of many Muslims. When asked about Meriam her Muslim brother Al Samani Abdullah explained: “It’s one of two; if she repents and returns to our Islamic faith and to the embrace of our family, then we are her family and she is ours. But if she refuses she should be executed.”

The logic of Islamic jurisprudence on apostasy emerges not from the Qur’an (which suggests in several passages—e.g. Q 2.217, 5.54, and 47.25—that it is God’s prerogative to punish apostates). Instead it emerges from two declarations, or hadith, of Muhammad which make apostasy a crime punishable by death. In one of these he declares simply: “As for he who changes his [Islamic] religion, kill him.” These declarations shape the doctrine of the traditional Islamic schools of jurisprudence: All four Sunni schools, and the standard Shi’ite school, agree that apostates are to be executed (although more and more Muslims today disagree).

It is because of this doctrine that certain Islamic countries objected to Article 18 of the 1948 International Declaration of Human Rights, which declares (among other things) that “everyone has the right . . . to change his religion or belief.” It is because of this doctrine that Islamic countries make apostasy a crime. These include Shi’ite countries like Iran—where a Protestant pastor named Youcef Nadarkhani was sentenced to death in 2010 (and released in 2013) because he was born a Muslim—and Sunni countries like Sudan. The 1991 penal code of Sudan (article 126, 2) makes apostasy punishable by death.

[image: image3.jpg]A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement

+ queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.
MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennai 600 028, INDIA
FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phane : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs

||IT||i || METAMORPHOSE

inet website : wiww.cphesians-511.net



 [image: image2.jpg]



What made the case of Meriam Ibrahim particularly dramatic, and tragic, is that she was the mother of a young boy named Martin, and pregnant with a young girl (to be named Maya) at the time of her arrest. Since Martin was considered to be a Muslim, he could not remain with his Christian father but rather lived in (a bug-infested) prison cell with his “Muslim” mother (seen in pictures from jail with an Islamic headscarf). Moreover, Meriam was not admitted to a hospital to give birth but rather delivered Maya in that cell while she was shackled to the floor. When she was convicted, the religious court ruled that Meriam would be allowed to live for two more years in order to nurse her daughter. When Maya was weaned Meriam was to be hanged.

International pressure (particularly from the European Union) exerted on Sudan led to Meriam’s release on June 23. As her life would certainly be threatened by religious vigilantes (or by even by her own relatives) in Sudan, she and her husband and children immediately sought to leave the country. They were not allowed to depart for reasons which are still unclear. In light of the involvement of diplomatic forces in the case it seems likely that she will eventually be allowed to leave, but it is still possible that some new legal action will be brought against her.

The international community has celebrated Meriam’s release and rightly so, but there are also important lessons to be learned from her case. First, it should not be missed that Meriam’s lawyers were primarily Muslims, and that more and more Muslims today are speaking out against the traditional doctrine of apostasy. Second, the problem of apostasy will not go away with Meriam’s liberation. Christians of a Muslim background—whether in Sudan or in other Islamic countries—will continue to have their lives threatened either by the state or by vigilantes. Three, the Church has a responsibility to speak out with greater audacity on their behalf (including those who are not as famous as Meriam Ibrahim), no matter what Islamic law says about them. The Church has a responsibility to protect all of her children.

We all can learn from the example of Meriam Ibrahim. After her conviction in May, Meriam was given three days to embrace Islam and save her life. This would have been an easy choice to make, but Meriam refused, declaring: “I am a Christian and I will remain a Christian.” Those who wonder whether heroic—and saintly—courage still exists can look to her.

Gabriel Said Reynolds is a professor of Islamic studies and theology at the University of Notre Dame. 
Meriam Ibrahim on her escape from death row – 'the world gave me hope’
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/feb/02/meriam-ibrahim-pregnant-death-row-sudan-your-questions
By Meriam Ibrahim and Maeve Shearlaw, February 2, 2015

Meriam Ibrahim made global headlines last year when Sudanese authorities sentenced her to death for apostasy after she married a Christian man. She was jailed at eight months pregnant and said she was forced to give birth “shackled to the floor”.
Ibrahim’s case drew global condemnation from human rights campaigners and international politicians alike. Sudan finally agreed to release her, and allowed her to leave the country in June.

The 27-year-old has now started a new life in exile with her family in the United States. Here, she answers Guardian readers’ questions about her incarceration with her children, her strength of faith, and the ongoing battle for human rights in her homeland.
‘Knowing that the world was beside me gave me hope’

During Ibrahim’s incarceration an online petition hosted by Amnesty International was signed by over one million people. Edzilla asked if she was aware of the support and if it had helped her focused on the “light at the end of the tunnel?”

“[My husband] Daniel told me about all the people who defended me and encouraged me to hold on to my [Christian] faith,” she said, adding that the swell of global support gave her hope that she “would be victorious.” 

Ibrahim added a note of thanks to Amnesty and others who demanded her release – from the European Union to the American ambassador in Khartoum – “and all those who were praying for me.”

‘I was sad to part with my country but that’s the price of my life’

Like many others, Guardian user ID9482761 expressed sympathy towards Ibrahim’s situation and asked what she planned to tell her children about her experience as they grow up. Ibrahim said that she’d be sure to tell them, “especially Maya who was born in prison.”
Ibrahim, says she is waiting for a “good offer” to write a book that would “reach the whole world and everyone who [was] praying for me and my family.” She added that she was sad to part with her country “but that’s the price of my life, my family’s life.”
‘The blame is with the state’

ClarkEKhat was interested in where Ibrahim laid the blame for her situation – was it with religion, the state, or individuals?
“I think that the blame is with the state because they are supporting the extremists and the exercises of religious persecution of Christians in Sudan,” Ibrahim said. She also accused the government of destroying churches and torturing Christians.

Open Doors UK, a campaign group that tracks global persecutions against Christians, ranks Sudan as the sixth worst offender in the world and accuse President Omar al-Bashir of using the “rise of radical Islam to maintain his power base”.

‘I succeeded because I am convinced of what I do’
Ibrahim was released from prison on 23 June last year and allowed to leave the country. She flew to meet the pope at the Vatican before moving to the United States with her family. Her husband Daniel was already a US citizen.

When [my son Martin] cried and said he wanted his father the guards hit him and said ‘you do not have a father’

Ookymooky wanted to know if she felt settled, happy and safe and if her children had recovered from their ordeal.

Like many others I followed the story, signed the petition, and was so relieved when Meriam and her family left Sudan with Lapo Pistelli. The photo of Meriam and her family when they arrived in the US, especially Meriam's smile was wonderful.
I would like to ask Meriam if she and her family now feel settled, happy and safe, especially her son who must have been frightened by what happened to them especially the time they spent in the jail.

Ibrahim replied to say: “I’m happy, despite the difficult circumstances, what happened, what I faced, was a test of my faith ... I succeeded because I am convinced of what I do.”

She also described her son Martin’s ordeal. He was just under two years-old at the time and separated from his father, living with her in the isolated prison: “When he cried and said he wanted his father the guards hit him and said ‘you do not have a father.’ That was a difficult period.”
‘I lived the painful experience of a woman in prison’

Rory Kemp asked if Ibrahim is committed to fighting for freedoms for others in Sudan, adding these words of encouragement: “I know that is a massive responsibility but I know a lot of people would stand with you. I would stand with you.”

I lived the painful experience of a woman in prison need in of humanitarian and legal support

Ibrahim said she was dedicated to fighting for freedom around the world and revealed plans for a charity to support people working to counter religious persecution and support women in prison: “I lived the painful experience of a woman in prison need in humanitarian and legal support”.

Acknowledging Kemp’s note of support she said: “I am confident that there are many who will stand with me and you are one of them, thanks.”

‘To live freely and defend religion’

Maria Weronika Raczka wanted to know more about the driving force behind her refusal to denounce her faith.

Ibrahim said she had been protesting “in order to live freely and to defend religion”. She said she hoped that other Christians would feel less intimidated after her experience – “I devote myself to them,” she said.

‘Faith is life’

ArwenBird asked Ibrahim what it felt like to be willing to die for your faith, to which she replied: “Faith is life. I always remember the image of Jesus and he died on the cross for us. We should love and defend him.” She also thanked her faith for protecting and teaching her not to be afraid of “any evil”.

‘Sudan’s human rights are in a very dangerous situation’

Ruchita Sarvaiya asked what the world could do to support the fight for human rights in Sudan – a country where the autocratic president is renowned for harsh crackdowns on the opposition, and is the only sitting head of state to have been indicted for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity.

Ibrahim describes the human rights situation in Sudan as “very bad and in a dangerous situation”. She talks about her hopes of regime change at the next election – due to take place on 13 April – and called for international supervision of the process.

She went on to accuse the government of tearing down the “social fabric” of Sudan and sewing “discord between the sects of society.” She blames this for the separation of South Sudan in 2011 and the ongoing rebellions in the Nuba Mountains and Darfur. Sudanese academic Ahmed H Adam has recently warned that north Darfur was facing a fresh threat of genocide at the hands of forces loyal to the regime.

Every citizen is entitled to their rights, whether Christian or Muslim, without any religious, racial or tribal intolerance

Ibrahim also called for Sudan to recognise itself as a country of multiple “races and religions” where every citizen should be entitled to their rights “whether Christian or Muslim, without any religious, racial or tribal intolerance”. It is vital, she said, to “secure future for generations to come.”
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