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MICHAEL PRABHU, JUNE 25, 2019

Is the Proclamation of Sacred Scripture by non-Catholics allowed at Mass?
https://zenit.org/articles/non-biblical-texts-at-mass/
June 25, 2019
I sent this query to Zenit: 

From: Michael Prabhu michaelprabhu@ephesians-511.net 

To: zenit.liturgy@gmail.com 

Subject: LITURGY
Date: Thu, 20 Jun 2019 03:22:26 +0530

What are the liturgical restrictions that apply if the lector/reader is either a Catholic or an individual from another religious persuasion?
Michael Prabhu, Chennai, INDIA
Answered by Legionary of Christ Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy and dean of theology at the Regina Apostolorum university.

With respect to non-Catholics reading at Mass, I cite part of a column we wrote on December 2, 2003:
 “In most cases, only a Catholic in good standing should serve in any liturgical role. Likewise, before serving, each individual Catholic should be reasonably sure that he or she is in the state of grace.

 “There may be some rare exceptions. The Holy See’s 1993 Ecumenical Directory states that the proclamation of Sacred Scripture at Mass is done by Catholics. In exceptional circumstances and for a just cause, the diocesan bishop may permit a member of another church or ecclesial community to carry out the function of reader (see No. 133). The homily, however, is always reserved to the priest or deacon.

 “The reason should be fairly clear: because of the intimate relationship between the table of the Word and the Eucharist during the celebration. Reading the Word in this context is acting as a (sub-delegated) minister of the Church and normally only a Catholic may serve this function.”

