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Is the UK’s new Prime Minister Catholic?
Boris Johnson was baptized Catholic, but that is where his Catholicism appears to have ended
http://www.ncregister.com/blog/kturley/is-the-uks-new-prime-minister-catholic
By K.V. Turley, July 29, 2019
Might Britain’s new prime minister, Alexander Boris de Pfeffel Johnson, better known as Boris Johnson, have been a Catholic?
While discussing the new PM’s religious views on a podcast for The Spectator — a publication of which Johnson was once editor — Damien Thompson noted Johnson’s mother, Charlotte Fawcett, is, or was, Catholic, and that her son Boris was duly baptized into his mother’s religion, with his godmother Lady Rachel Billington, daughter of the Earl and Countess of Longford, both devout Catholic converts.

However, that is where Boris’ Catholicism appears to have ended. While at Eton, one of England’s top private schools, Johnson was confirmed in the Anglican Communion. In terms of religious belief, what he actually believes is hard to tell. In 2015, he likened his Christian belief to a radio station signal that comes and goes. Johnson has said that it would be “pretentious” to suggest he was a “serious practicing Christian,” but that he “thinks about religion a lot.”

Nevertheless, alongside many classical allusions with which he peppers his speeches — he read Classics at Oxford University — Johnson has been known to lob biblical references into his political pronouncements. For example, during a debate on Brexit, he called upon then Prime Minister Theresa May to “channel Moses” and tell the European Union to “let my people go.”

In terms of Johnson’s voting record as a member of parliament, there is little in it that would evidence firmly held Christian beliefs having influenced his voting. He is pro-abortion, and vocal in his support for same-sex “marriage.” He advocated changes to the law to allow euthanasia. He describes himself as a “liberal conservative” — economically conservative, socially liberal.

In this regard, Johnson is little different from the woman who has just left No.10. Theresa May, however, was a devout Anglican. Her father was an Anglo-Catholic Anglican clergyman with a devotion to the Little Flower. Hence the rather unusual name for an English non-Catholic: “Theresa.”

Accompanied by her husband, May attends a weekly church service whenever possible. She seemed unapologetic about that aspect of her Christian faith. However, at the same time, for many Christians there appeared little evidence of her Christianity having any bearing on certain key moral issues. Like Johnson, she is pro-abortion, vocal in her support for same-sex “marriage,” and would also describe herself as a “liberal conservative.” It was her government that refused political asylum to Asia Bibi, the Christian woman prosecuted for blasphemy in Pakistan.

The last practicing “Catholic” in No.10 was Tony Blair. Blair, an Anglican, was married to, Cheri Booth, a Catholic. All the Blair children were sent to Catholic schools. In fact, while Prime Minister, Blair went to Mass each Sunday with his family. But it was not until he left office that he converted to Catholicism. Since then, however, he has given mixed messages about the Church, at one point saying that the Catholic Church needed to “evolve” on issues of sexual morality.

In Great Britain, religion remains off limits for many when it comes to politics. Those who have strong religious views, such as the Catholic Jacob Rees-Mogg (Conservative) and Ann Widdecombe (Brexit Party) are viewed with some degree of suspicion. Tim Farron, former leader of the Liberal Democrats, and a devout Christian, resigned as party leader, hounded out of his post on account of his religious beliefs. The geographical area of the United Kingdom most identified with churchgoing is, of course, Northern Ireland. There, however, the sectarian and divisive nature of its politics is deemed proof by many across the Irish Sea that politics and religion do not mix.
In televised debates, during his recent bid to become Conservative party leader, and so also Prime Minister, Johnson’s only reference to religion was to his great-grandfather, who was a Turkish Muslim. If one adds in his Jewish forebears, the New York City-born Johnson has a religious heritage that is as cosmopolitan as the man himself.

That said — Catholic, Muslim, Jewish — it is unlikely that Johnson will be mixing anything religious into his forthcoming political agenda, which is dominated by one issue: Brexit. On that score, perhaps it was a good omen that he took office as Prime Minister on July 23, the feast of St. Bridget of Sweden, Patron of Europe, because in regard to the U.K.’s ongoing debates on Europe, Boris Johnson is going to need all the help — and prayers — he can get.
The inconsistent, beguiling thought of Boris Johnson
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2019/07/28/the-inconsistent-beguiling-thought-of-boris-johnson/
By Joanna Bogle, July 28, 2019

There is a popular misconception among Catholics in Britain and the United States that a Catholic cannot become Prime Minister of Britain. In fact, this is not the case. When the various anti-Catholic laws were established in Britain, the specific office of Prime Minister did not exist. (Sir Robert Walpole [1676-1745] was the first Prime Minister). There is no technical reason why the Sovereign should not send for a Catholic to become Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.
Where is Boris Johnson in this? According to a recent feature in the Spectator, he was baptized a Catholic as a baby, his godmother being Rachel Billington, a member of the staunchly Catholic Longford family. However, Johnson was subsequently raised as an Anglican and confirmed in that tradition at school at Eton.

Famously unfaithful to the Christian understanding of marriage—he is currently going through his second divorce and has a much-publicized live-in relationship with a young woman—Johnson is strongly informed by the Christian tradition and knowledgeable on Church history. He is quite aware of the reality of the central role of Christianity in the story of the West, and of the absurdity of pretending that any other religion, including current secularism, has any remotely similar role. Yet he openly admits the deeply inconsistent nature of his faith, saying, “I suppose my own faith is a bit like trying to get Virgin Radio when you’re driving through the Chilterns; it sort of comes and goes.”

Johnson’s public support for same-sex marriage has been backed by open enthusiasm and endorsement of marches and rallies organized by lesbian and homosexual lobby groups. As Mayor of London he gave the fullest possible support for these, and has continued this with vigor as both member of Parliament and columnist. Christian groups would place him in the wholly negative category on pro-life or pro-family issues.

In his speech in front of 10 Downing Street, on returning from Buckingham Palace having accepted his appointment from the Queen, Johnson delivered an upbeat affirmation of Britain’s place in the world and hopes for the future and of the need to improve education and raise standards across the country. He indicated that the major requirement was money. It would be good if he would in due course indicate that substantial funds could be saved by blocking the grants made to lobby groups promoting lesbian, homosexual and “transgender” programs in schools. And it would be great to see some understanding of the link between broken families—notably those where there is no marriage and children have to endure a series of complicated relationships with maternal boyfriends—and youth crime.

Should we hope for any of this? Probably not. But there is perhaps some hope for the occasional bout of commonsense, at least in general statements, following the appointment of Priti Patel as Home Secretary: she comes from a strong united family (refugees from Idi Amin’s Uganda) and has frequently spoken of the importance and value of family life.

Meanwhile, Johnson’s sense of history is notable and important. Recently, researching the story of London’s St Paul’s Cathedral, I came across a feature on St Mellitus, who was appointed Bishop of London following the successful mission of St Augustine and his monks to England on the initiative of Pope St Gregory at the end of the sixth century. The feature drew a vivid picture of post-Roman London: the Saxon invaders who had arrived as the Roman Empire crumbled were pagans with few, if any, architectural skills and lived in and among the old Roman buildings.

The author of the piece described visiting the present St Paul’s Cathedral:

When Mellitus arrived at the place where I now stood, he saw a post-apocalyptic landscape for a proud Roman. In my mind’s eye I erased the buses and the tourists and the Costa coffees, and could see London as it appeared in 604. The baths and the amphitheater were wrecked, and swine were kept in the atria of the old villas. The governor’s palace had tumbled to the ground, and huge tracts of the city — where once tens of thousands of ambitious Roman Londoners had lived and dreamed — were covered in black earth…

When Mellitus arrived, he found almost no evidence of the Christian presence. But he had a plan. He gazed about himself there on the top of Ludgate hill, and his eye settled on a dilapidated Roman temple. That would do, he thought…

Somewhere on the site of what is now our cathedral, Mellitus persuaded the king (whose wife, as luck would have it, had Christian leanings) to allow him to construct a church. In the ruins of what had been a temple of Diana, he built a simple wooden nave and dedicated it to St Paul. Christianity was back in the soil of London – albeit only precariously. Following the death of two of his most important Saxon patrons, Mellitus was driven out of London, never to return.

In time, though, Mellitus’ legacy was to prove astonishing. That frail wooden Church of St Paul’s was to become the symbol of national deﬁance during the Blitz; and to this day, the glimpses of St Paul’s are so sacred to Londoners that they are protected by elaborate viewing corridors. No building may impede the sight of the dome from Richmond Hill, Primrose Hill and other high spots around the city.

…Imagine if he had never founded St Paul’s, or replanted the tender bloom of faith in the blackened soil of post-Roman London. Imagine if the British elite had continued – to this day – to swear by brooks and glades and rocks, and not by Jesus Christ.

The author of the piece, of course, was Boris Johnson; the piece itself was an excerpt from his 2012 book Johnson’s Life of London: The People Who Made the City that Made the World.

Johnson knows perfectly well that the essence of our civilization is that we do not live as pagans, but have a coherent understanding of God, and hence an ability and desire to live as humans created in God’s image. We can and do create and build: churches and schools and ships and hospitals, factories and farms and machines and bridges, things of beauty and methods of healing, books and music and art, and the means of organizing ourselves without resort to gang warfare. 
If we want a Britain that sustains a rule of law, with the freedom for real human flourishing, we must give full freedom for the Christian faith, and not pretend that it is an optional extra to our deliberations.

I hope he keeps that thought in mind.
Is Boris Johnson, baptised a Catholic, really a Christian?
https://blogs.spectator.co.uk/2019/07/is-boris-johnson-baptised-a-catholic-really-a-christian/
By Damian Thompson, July 23, 2019
In today’s Holy Smoke podcast, Harry Mount and I discuss the mysterious religious beliefs of the man who will be the first baptised Catholic to enter Number 10.
Boris Johnson’s Catholic baptism – as a baby he was given the faith of his mother, Charlotte Fawcett – has received little publicity. Understandably, perhaps, because he was confirmed an Anglican at Eton, which makes him someone who chose to become an ex-Catholic (and, according to strict interpretations of the Magisterium, thereby placed an obstacle in the path of his salvation).

My guest is Boris expert Harry Mount, who tells me that our new PM’s godmother is Lady Rachel Billington – daughter of the ardently Catholic Lord Longford.

What a curious situation, incidentally. Britain has never had a Catholic Prime Minister. But, as of today, Downing Street will have been occupied by a former Catholic, Boris Johnson, and a future Catholic, Tony Blair.
The latter was virtually a Catholic while he was in office, attending Mass weekly and illicitly receiving Communion until Cardinal Hume stopped him. Not that he’s ever paid the slightest attention to Catholic teaching on such crucial matters as the right to life. And don’t expect Boris to, either. He’s a firm supporter of ‘a woman’s right to choose’ – which, as I say in the podcast, is really no surprise (you may have to google that one).

But orthodox Christians shouldn’t write off Johnson completely. He’s theologically literate: I can’t think of another senior politician who peppers his pronouncements with so many biblical quotations and analogies.
He enrages not only the secular left but also its heavily politicised Christian allies – take a look at this comic spluttering by the Rev George Pitcher in the Guardian. He, in turn, finds them preposterous and can’t resist goading them.

Boris’s disdain for preachy internationalists is potentially good news, because these are the people who control the ghastly Department for International Development, which is militantly uninterested in the persecution of Christians.

Could our new prime minister force DfID to pay attention to their plight, rather than tipping money into the bank accounts and vanity projects of their persecutors? Do listen to the podcast. […]

Boris Johnson and Indian-origin wife announce divorce 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/nri/other-news/boris-johnson-and-indian-origin-wife-announce-divorce/articleshow/65721026.cms
September 7, 2018
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