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Activists pay tribute to Fr. Swamy
https://mattersindia.com/2021/07/activists-pay-tribute-to-father-swamy/                           

Isaac Gomes, Kolkata, July 12, 2021
Read: JESUIT SOCIAL ACTIVIST FR. STAN SWAMY HAILED AS MARTYR, VIRTUALLY CANONIZED 9 JULY 2021 – SOCIAL JUSTICE
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/JESUIT_SOCIAL_ACTIVIST_FR_STAN_SWAMY_HAILED_AS_MARTYR_VIRTUALLY_CANONIZED.doc
A webinar in Kolkata to pay tribute to tribal activist Father Stan Swamy heard speakers calling for the immediate repeal of an anti-terror law that apparently was used against those working for the rights of the poor and marginalized.
The July 11 program jointly organized by the Rotary Club of Nabadiganta and the Commission for Dialogue of the Archdiocese of Calcutta also called for the review of jail rules to check ill-treatment of prisoners.

Father Swamy, a member of the Jamshedpur Jesuit province, died July 5 in the Holy Family Hospital of Bandra, Mumbai. He was brought there from Taloja Jail near Mumbai where he was lodged since October 9, 2020.

His death has shocked people across the globe and international bodies such as the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom have condemned what they said was deliberate neglect and targeting by the government that led to the 84-year-old Jesuit priest’s death.

The Kolkata webinar has resolved to press for the release of around 7,000 prisoners arrested under the anti-terror law, Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) and languishing indefinitely in various jails in the country.

The participants stressed building a network of likeminded people, lawyers and social workers to oppose human rights violation and avoid future “Fr. Stan-like situation.”

The webinar was addressed among others by Jesuit social activist Father Irudhaya Jothi and lawyer Sister Sujata Jena.

Father Jothi, who joined the program from his new mission in Tripura, shared how he was inspired by Father Swamy to work for the poor and marginalized. The young Jesuit was among hundreds trained by Father Swami when he headed the Indian Social Institute in Bangalore.

Father Jothi, who had served as a food rights activist and promoter of women’s empowerment at grassroots in West Bengal, recalled Father Swami visiting his village in Tamil Nadu in the 1970s, to start a Multipurpose Peoples’ Development Society for the empowerment of people, especially bonded laborers.

According to him, Father Swami opted to work for the liberation of tribals in Jharkhand, although he was trained to join the faculty of reputed Jesuit business school, XLRI (Xavier Labour Relations Institute), in Jamshedpur.

Father Swamy was “hugely influenced by liberation thinking in the Church and the resolutions of Vatican Council II. He learnt if you want to identify with the poor, you have to share their joys, aspirations and anxieties as your own,” Father Jothi said.

O P Shah, a noted chartered accountant, stressed the need for bringing reforms in the jail system. Those jailed should be treated in a humane way, he asserted and lamented that Father Swamy died because he was not even shown the compassion and dignity befitting his advanced age.

He questioned the efficiency and honesty of the National Investigation Agency that seems to toe the line of government diktats. Shah expressed the hope that some of the participants would follow Father Swamy to carry forward his mission of liberation of the downtrodden through networking.

Sister Jena, a social activist in Odisha, too demanded the repeal of UAPA and demanded the immediate release of 15 languishing in jail for the same crime leveled against Father Swamy.

“We can’t wait for some more prisoners to die,” asserted the member of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Mary and Jesus. A UAPA accused is considered guilty until proven innocent, which is against the natural criminal jurisprudence that says one is innocent until proven guilty, said the nun, who practices law in the Odisha High Court.

“We have to start something now and not to remain silent spectators,” Sister Jena asserted. She wondered how many people spoke for Father Swamy when he was in jail and how would many know the details of the Bhima Koregaon case.
(Why would the Government of India arrest -- or even be interested in -- mere social activists?

The Supreme Court of India denied bail for the Elgar Parishad-Bhima Koregaon accused. For the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) to have been invoked, the matter must be grave.

(Our priests and nuns have abjured missionary work and evangelization for “human rights”, “women’s rights”, “social” work and “social justice” issues which are NOT their primary calling, See mattersindia article on page 4. Read:

SHOULD THE CHURCH BE SAVING SOULS OR SAVING SOCIETY? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SHOULD_THE_CHURCH_BE_SAVING_SOULS_OR_SAVING_SOCIETY.doc
SOCIAL WORK IS NOT THE PRIMARY MISSION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SOCIAL_WORK_IS_NOT_THE_PRIMARY_MISSION_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc
WHAT IS GENUINE CATHOLIC SOCIAL JUSTICE? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHAT_IS_GENUINE_CATHOLIC_SOCIAL_JUSTICE.doc
Kanpur stands with Stan
chhotebhai, Kanpur, July 10, 2021

	Subject: 
	 KANPUR STANDS WITH STAN

	Date: 
	Sat, 10 Jul 2021 19:42:42 +0530

	From: 
	chhotebhai Kanpur <noronha.kp@gmail.com>


The citizens of Kanpur stood as one under the banner “We Stand with Stan” at a commemoration cum commitment service held at St Patrick’s Church hall on 9th July. It was organised by the Kanpur Catholic Association (KCA), with the active collaboration of St Aloysius’ School.

Due to Covid protocol the gathering was restricted, nevertheless the hall was full. The keynote speaker was Magsaysay awardee Dr. Sandeep Pandey of Lucknow, founder of the Socialist Party (India). Earlier he had launched an online campaign for the release of Stan and other accused in the Bhima Koregaon (Elgar Parishad) ** case, for which they had been arrested. 

Sandeep asserted that when Stan was arrested from Ranchi he did not know anything about the Koregaon incident that was one of assertion of Dalit rights in Maharashtra; while Stan himself was working for the tribals (adivasis) in Jharkhand State, over 1000 kms away. He said that most of the social activists arrested were no where near the scene of the alleged violence. 

He further observed that when the Central Government found that it had lost power in Maharashtra it clandestinely transferred the investigation to the National Investigation Agency (NIA) that was under its purview. Sandeep said that though Stan had been incarcerated in Taloja central jail, Navi Mumbai, for 9 months, the NIA had not even once taken him on remand for interrogation. So what was the tearing hurry to have him arrested? 

He also drew attention to the fact that Stan was fighting for the rights of 4000 adivasis who had been put in jail on frivolous grounds. As per Article 19 of the Constitution of India, land belonging to tribals could not be acquired by others. This was being flouted blatantly in the tribal villages of Jharkhand, which was being strongly opposed by Stan.

According to him the conviction rate for those arrested under the draconian Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) was an abysmal 2%; so 98% of those arrested were either innocent or there was insufficient evidence against them. In contrast, in the USA the conviction rate was about 50%, but here it was so much lower because the police had a proclivity for framing people, especially the poor, in false cases.

Ms. Subashini Ali, former MP of the CPM also paid homage to Stan. She said that Christians are often seen as docile and turning the other cheek. On the other hand there was Liberation Theology that made a preferential option for the poor, which is what Stan was following. She also said that Jesus was not a silent spectator to wrongdoing. When he saw the corruption in the Temple precincts he took a whip and chased away those who had commercialized religion. Jesus had also warned that it was easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter heaven. She also said that this was a stern warning to those bishops who were cozying up to the BJP.

Earlier Rev Walter D’Silva, Principal, St Aloysius’ School, read the Gospel passage of the day on the cost of discipleship from Mathew Chapter 10. Jesus told his disciples that he was sending them out as sheep among wolves, so they needed to be as wise as serpents and simple as doves, for they were sure to be persecuted for pursuing the path of righteousness. 

Rev Akshay Nayak SDB, himself an adivasi, described how Stan was following in the footsteps of another great Jesuit, the Belgian Constance Lievens. He said that the name Jharkhand was a misnomer. The area was actually known as Chhotanagpur, covering not just present day Jharkhand, but also parts of Chhatisgarh, Bihar, Bengal and Orissa. He said that it was the early missionaries who brought health and education to the poor tribals and helped them overcome their indebtedness to the money lenders who were grabbing their lands. 
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Sardar Harvinder Singh Lard of the Guru Singh Sabha said that those who perpetrated evil were bad, but those who turned a blind eye to evil were even more to blame. The Kisan Andolan was proof of people’s strength hence he emphasised the need of strong people’s movements to counter a dictatorial government.

Janab Md. Suleiman, who himself had been jailed for over a year, being labelled as a terrorist, said that the present government had destroyed democracy and weakened the judiciary. Its latest attack was on organized labour, even denying them the right to go on strike, for which they could be jailed and penalized. 

Sri Arvind Raj Swarup of the CPI drew attention to the preamble of the Constitution that enshrines one’s fundamental rights. Sri Suresh Gupta, Convenor of the Kanpur Nagrik Manch (Citizen’s Forum) read out the pledge to fight on for human rights and social justice. A resolution was passed demanding stern action against the jail authorities and investigation agency for the custodial death (institutionalized murder) of Stan.

Earlier Rev Francis Xavier and Rev Joel Fernandes of St Joseph’s Church led the gathering in prayer. Sri Praveen Dungdung led the choir. The KCA President Sri Noel George and Secretary Agnes Peter were also actively involved. 

Special thanks was expressed to Rev Walter for going out of his way to see to all the arrangements and logistics. The service was organized and compeered by chhotebhai, the Convenor of the Indian Catholic Forum. He quoted what Bachi Karkaria had written in the Times of India that same morning, “Father, do not forgive them, for they knew very well what they were doing”!

When the meeting ended two vehicles were parked outside. One was a spanking new SUV that was chauffer driven to drop a young priest back to his residence about 20 kms away. The other was the tiny Tata Nano in which Sandeep had driven 80 kms from Lucknow, with eight persons seated inside! Wonder which car Stan would have chosen?

Who are authors Isaac Gomes and chhotebhai? Lay Catholics who are members/founders of ‘dangerous’ dissenting-modernist organizations such as Almayasabdam/Church Citizens Voice (CCV), the Indian Catholic Forum (ICF), We Too Are Church (V2RC), etc. See:

INDIAN PEOPLE’S SYNOD PLANNED BY THE INDIAN CATHOLIC FORUM ON THE LINES OF THE AMAZON SYNOD 8 DECEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INDIAN_PEOPLES_SYNOD_PLANNED_BY_THE_INDIAN_CATHOLIC_FORUM_ON_THE_LINES_OF_THE_AMAZON_SYNOD.doc
DECODING CHHOTEBHAI’S ‘THE JERUSALEM CODE’ 13 FEBRUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DECODING_CHHOTEBHAIS_THE_JERUSALEM_CODE.doc
WE TOO ARE CHURCH-V2RC-INDIAN CATHOLIC FORUM-ICF-THE JERUSALEM CODE-CHHOTEBHAI-DHARMA BHARATHI-SWAMI SACHIDANANDA BHARATHI-ALMAYASABDAM-CHURCH CITIZENS VOICE-DR JAMES KOTTOOR 27 FEBRUARY/3 MARCH 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WE_TOO_ARE_CHURCH-V2RC-INDIAN_CATHOLIC_FORUM-ICF-THE_JERUSALEM_CODE-CHHOTEBHAI-DHARMA_BHARATHI-SWAMI_SACHIDANANDA_BHARATHI-ALMAYASABDAM-CHURCH_CITIZENS_VOICE-DR_JAMES_KOTTOOR.doc
CHHOTEBHAI, INDIAN CATHOLIC FORUM CHEERLEADERS FOR DISSENT, LIBERAL POPE 19 JUNE 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHHOTEBHAI_INDIAN_CATHOLIC_FORUM_CHEERLEADERS_FOR_DISSENT_LIBERAL_POPE.doc
CHHOTEBHAI’S INDIAN CATHOLIC FORUM IS PRO-CHOICE, PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS ON HOLY COMMUNION 26 JUNE 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHHOTEBHAIS_INDIAN_CATHOLIC_FORUM_IS_PRO-CHOICE_PRO-ABORTION_POLITICIANS_ON_HOLY_COMMUNION.doc
CHURCH CITIZENS VOICE OF DR JAMES KOTTOOR IS LIBERAL AND NEW AGE 28 JULY 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHURCH_CITIZENS_VOICE_OF_DR_JAMES_KOTTOOR_IS_LIBERAL_AND_NEW_AGE.doc
CHURCH CITIZENS VOICE AND ALMAYASABDAM-ANTICATHOLIC MEDIA 23 JUNE 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHURCH_CITIZENS_VOICE_AND_ALMAYASABDAM-ANTICATHOLIC_MEDIA.doc
Odisha church mourns death of human rights activist
https://mattersindia.com/2021/07/odisha-church-mourns-death-of-human-rights-activist/
Purushottam Naik, Bhubaneshwar, July 12, 2021 
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The Catholic Church in Odisha has mourned the death of Paul Pradhan, who had worked women’s empowerment and the rights of Tribals and Dalits in the eastern Indian state.
Pradhan died of brain hemorrhage July 10 in Sunshine Hospital at Laxmisagar, a suburb in Bhubaneswar, the state capital. He was 72.The funeral was held July 11 in Bareguda, his village in Kandhamal district.

He is survived by his wife, two daughters and four sons.

“Pradhan’s death is a huge loss and vacuum for us,” says Father Ajaya Singh, who had worked with the activists from 2001.

According to Father Singh, former director of Jana Vikas, a social wing of Archdiocese of Cuttack-Bhubaneswar, Pradhan had led from the front those on the margins.

“You would live forever. Your heart beat for Adivasi and Minorities. You had inspired many with your life,” Father Singh added.

Pradhan was born on July 1, 1949, at Bareguda under Sacred Heart Padangi parish of Cuttack-Bhubaneswar Archdiocese.

Its parish priest Vincentian Father Joseph Naik said Pradhan was “a great asset for the Church and in the region” as he was always willing to stand for the rights of the people. “He was regular for the liturgical service and parish activities,” the priest told Matters India.

Pradhan had launched a social service association that focused on health, education, women empowerment, and the rights of Dalit and Adivasi communities, especially after the 2008 anti-Christian violence battered Kandhamal district.

Chinmaya Kumar Singh, who had worked with Pradhan for 15 years, expressed sadness over the death of the activist, who he said was both a Tribal and Dalit leader. “He had always stressed tribal and Dalit issues as he stood for human rights,” said the 35-year-old former project manager of Dalit Adivasi Vikas Initiative.

Bjaya Parichha, childhood friend from Kandhamal’s Raikia, said Pradhan had shown keen interest to preserve Adivasi and Dalit cultures. “A courageous man who had lived for others,” he told Matters India.

Even people from outside Odisha mourned Pradhan’s death.

According to John Dayal, a New Delhi-based human rights activist, Pradhan was a brave leader of Kondh, an upwardly mobile tribe of Odisha. He had set up two institutions in his home district for the local youth, he added.

Dayal recalled that Pradhan became a marked for demanding protection and justice for Christians after they were targeted during the Christmas time in 2007.

“When violence began in August 2008 in Kandhamal, they came for him. He had a lucky escape, but the mob destroyed his life’s work, his institutions. The government has denied him compensation. The courts have not been helpful,” Dayal mourned.

Anto Akkara, a Bengaluru-based journalist who writes about Odisha for overseas publications, hailed Pradhan as “a committed human rights activist and a Catholic.”

**Who are the main accused in the Bhima Koregaon (Elgar Parishad) case?

On 28 August 2018: the Pune police carried out searches of nine rights activists, and arrested five of them. Those arrested include activists Varavara Rao, lawyer Sudha Bharadwaj, and activists Arun Ferreira, Gautam Navlakha and Vernon Gonsalves. The Supreme Court ordered them to be place under house arrest. The others are Jyoti Raghoba Jagtap, Sagar Tatyaram Gorkhe, Ramesh Murlidhar Gaichor, Sudhir Dhawale, Surendra Gadling, Mahesh Raut, Shoma Sen, Rona Wilson, Anand Teltumbde, Gautam Navlakha, Hany Babu and Jesuit Fr. Stan Swamy.

Of the 16 arrested, FOUR are Catholic Christians, out of whom one is a priest, Fr. Stan Swamy (Stanislaus Lourduswamy). Disproportionate if one considers that the population of Catholics in India is reckoned to be 1.5%.
Out of hundreds of Google images of Fr. Stan Swamy, there is not even a single one of him in a priest’s cassock, even at public protests in which he participated. He was no priest in any practical sense of the word.
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And he is being hailed by all and sundry in the Church as a martyr. 
Listen to the July 11, 2021 Sunday Mass 25-minute homily of this priest, Fr. Ivel Mendanha C.Ss.R., Vice-Provincial Superior of the Redemptorists at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Church, Chembur, Mumbai: 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JrZF9GyD6qs 57:34
It was virtually only on martyr Fr. Stan. The emphasis was on social justice and Catholics’ being recognized as good neighbours. 

The Gospel passage of the day was Mark 6:7-13, was completely ignore by Fr. Mendanha.

[6] And he wondered because of their unbelief, and he went through the villages round about teaching. [7] And he called the twelve; and began to send them two and two, and gave them power over unclean spirits. [8] And he commanded them that they should take nothing for the way, but a staff only: no scrip, no bread, nor money in their purse, [9] But to be shod with sandals, and that they should not put on two coats. [10] And he said to them: Wheresoever you shall enter into an house, there abide till you depart from that place.
[11] And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you; going forth from thence, shake off the dust from your feet for a testimony to them. [12] And going forth they preached that men should do penance: [13] And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them. –Douay Rheims Catholic Bible
[image: image9.jpg]#TribalLivesMatter
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Social Justice
is what drives




Fr. Mendanha and all Catholics who espouse the social justice gospel to the total exclusion of Christian teaching, preaching repentance from sin and penance, exorcising and healing the afflicted as Jesus and his disciples did, should reassess their positions while there is still time.

Unfortunately, the great majority of Catholics are uninformed about their faith and poorly catechized as the around 100 gushing readers’ comments at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JrZF9GyD6qs show.

That there was not one criticism is an indicator of the spiritual ignorance and poverty in the Indian church. Some of the commenters are priests and one “God bless you Fr. Ivel... very meaningful and heart touching message” is Fr. Franklin D’Souza of Shimoga diocese:

CHARISMATIC PRIESTS OF MANGALORE BONDEL ST LAWRENCE CHURCH ENSHRINE THE ELEPHANT-GOD GANESHA – FR. FRANKLIN D’SOUZA

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHARISMATIC_PRIESTS_OF_MANGALORE_BONDEL_ST_LAWRENCE_CHURCH_ENSHRINE_THE_ELEPHANT-GOD_GANESHA.doc
CHARISMATIC RETREAT PREACHER FR FRANKLIN D’SOUZA LIGHTS THE KUTHUVILAKKU 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHARISMATIC_RETREAT_PREACHER_FR_FRANKLIN_DSOUZA_LIGHTS_THE_KUTHUVILAKKU.doc
CHARISMATIC RETREAT PREACHER FR FRANKLIN D’SOUZA NOW RUNS “INTERDENOMINATIONAL” RETREATS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHARISMATIC_RETREAT_PREACHER_FR_FRANKLIN_DSOUZA_NOW_RUNS_INTERDENOMINATIONAL_RETREATS.doc
CHARISMATIC RETREAT PREACHER FR FRANKLIN D’SOUZA USES THE DWAJASTHAMBA OR HINDU TEMPLE FLAGPOLE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHARISMATIC_RETREAT_PREACHER_FR_FRANKLIN_DSOUZA_USES_THE_DWAJASTHAMBA_OR_HINDU_TEMPLE_FLAGPOLE.doc
CHARISMATIC RETREAT PREACHER FR FRANKLIN D’SOUZA HAS NO ISSUE WITH RESURREXIFIX SUBSTITUTING FOR THE CRUCIFIX 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHARISMATIC_RETREAT_PREACHER_FR_FRANKLIN_DSOUZA_HAS_NO_ISSUE_WITH_RESURREXIFIX_SUBSTITUTING_FOR_THE_CRUCIFIX.doc 

LITURGICAL ABERRATIONS IN FR FRANKLIN D’SOUZA’S MASSES 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/LITURGICAL_ABERRATIONS_IN_FR_FRANKLIN_DSOUZAS_MASSES.doc  

HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 30-FR FRANKLIN D’SOUZA WEARS 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_30-FR_FRANKLIN_DSOUZA_WEARS.doc
SUPERSTITIOUS HINDU TRADITION IMAGES ON FR FRANKLIN D’SOUZA‘S BLOG 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SUPERSTITIOUS_HINDU_TRADITION_IMAGES_ON_FR_FRANKLIN_DSOUZAS_BLOG.doc 
WHO IS FR. FRANKLIN D’SOUZA? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHO_IS_FR_FRANKLIN_DSOUZA.doc 

CHARISMATIC RETREAT PREACHER FR FRANKLIN D’SOUZA AND FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN’S NEW AGE UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHARISMATIC_RETREAT_PREACHER_FR_FRANKLIN_DSOUZA_AND_FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADENS_NEW_AGE_UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT.doc
Is Fr. Stan Swamy the martyr he is being hailed as?
(“You are a martyr for justice and truth”
https://countercurrents.org/2021/07/thank-you-dear-fr-stan-you-will-live-forever/
-Social activist Fr. Cedric Prakash SJ, July 14, 2021

(Asia’s Catholic bishops hail Fr. Stan as “martyr of the marginalized”
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2021-07/stan-swamy-asia-bishops-fabc-bo-tribute.html 
(Stan Swamy, the martyr
https://mattersindia.com/2021/07/stan-swamy-the-martyr/ 

[Fr.] Suresh Mathew OFM. Cap., Editor, Indian Currents, New Delhi, July 10, 2021 EXTRACT

“I am not a silent spectator, I am part of the game, and I am ready to pay the price.” Thus sang the caged bird before paying the biggest price by his own life. Yes, Stan Swamy, the prophet, is no more. He attained martyrdom… 
His martyrdom should pave the way for the release of those languishing in jail on cooked-up charges. In death, Fr. Stan has opened a new path to those fighting for noble causes. His last breath has infused more life into the valiant fighters in their struggle against the heavy hand of the State.
Martyr
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09736b.htm EXTRACT

The Greek word martus signifies a witness who testifies to a fact of which he has knowledge from personal observation. It is in this sense that the term first appears in Christian literature; the Apostles were "witnesses" of all that they had observed in the public life of Christ, as well as of all they had learned from His teaching, "in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria, and even to the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 1:8). St. Peter, in his address to the Apostles and disciples relative to the election of a successor to Judas, employs the term with this meaning: "Wherefore, of these men who have accompanied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus came in and went out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day he was taken up from us, one of these must be made witness with us of his resurrection" (Acts 1:22). In his first public discourse the chief of the Apostles speaks of himself and his companions as "witnesses" who saw the risen Christ and subsequently, after the miraculous escape of the Apostles from prison, when brought a second time before the tribunal, Peter again alludes to the twelve as witnesses to Christ, as the Prince and Saviour of Israel, Who rose from the dead; and added that in giving their public testimony to the facts, of which they were certain, they must obey God rather than man (Acts 5:29 sqq.). In his First Epistle St. Peter also refers to himself as a "witness of the sufferings of Christ" (1 Peter 5:1).
But even in these first examples of the use of the word martus in Christian terminology a new shade of meaning is already noticeable, in addition to the accepted signification of the term. The disciples of Christ were no ordinary witnesses such as those who gave testimony in a court of justice. These latter ran no risk in bearing testimony to facts that came under their observation, whereas the witnesses of Christ were brought face to face daily, from the beginning of their apostolate, with the possibility of incurring severe punishment and even death itself. Thus, St. Stephen was a witness who early in the history of Christianity sealed his testimony with his blood. The careers of the Apostles were at all times beset with dangers of the gravest character, until eventually they all suffered the last penalty for their convictions. Thus, within the lifetime of the Apostles, the term martus came to be used in the sense of a witness who at any time might be called upon to deny what he testified to, under penalty of death. From this stage the transition was easy to the ordinary meaning of the term, as used ever since in Christian literature: a martyr, or witness of Christ, is a person who, though he has never seen nor heard the Divine Founder of the Church, is yet so firmly convinced of the truths of the Christian religion, that he gladly suffers death rather than deny it. St. John, at the end of the first century, employs the word with this meaning; Antipas, a convert from paganism, is spoken of as a "faithful witness (martus) who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth" (Revelation 2:13). Further on the same Apostle speaks of the "souls of them that were slain for the Word of God and for the testimony (martyrian) which they held" (Revelation 6:9).

Yet, it was only by degrees, in the course of the first age of the Church, that the term martyr came to be exclusively applied to those who had died for the faith. The grandsons of St. Jude, for example, on their escape from the peril they underwent when cited before Domitian were afterwards regarded as martyrs (Eusebius, "Hist. eccl", III, xx, xxxii). 
The famous confessors of Lyons, who endured so bravely awful tortures for their belief, were looked upon by their fellow-Christians as martyrs, but they themselves declined this title as of right belonging only to those who had actually died: "They are already martyrs whom Christ has deemed worthy to be taken up in their confession, having sealed their testimony by their departure; but we are confessors mean and lowly" (Eusebius, op. cit., V, ii). This distinction between martyrs and confessors is thus traceable to the latter part of the second century: those only were martyrs who had suffered the extreme penalty, whereas the title of confessors was given to Christians who had shown their willingness to die for their belief, by bravely enduring imprisonment or torture, but were not put to death. Yet the term martyr was still sometimes applied during the third century to persons still living, as, for instance, by St. Cyprian, who gave the title of martyrs to a number of bishops, priests, and laymen condemned to penal servitude in the mines (Ep. 76). Tertullian speaks of those arrested as Christians and not yet condemned as martyres designati. In the fourth century, St. Gregory of Nazianzus alludes to St. Basil as "a martyr", but evidently employs the term in the broad sense in which the word is still sometimes applied to a person who has borne many and grave hardships in the cause of Christianity. The description of a martyr given by the pagan historian Ammianus Marcellinus (XXII, xvii), shows that by the middle of the fourth century the title was everywhere reserved to those who had actually suffered death for their faith. Heretics and schismatics put to death as Christians were denied the title of martyrs (St. Cyprian, Treatise on Unity 14; St. Augustine, Ep. 173; Euseb., Church History V.16, V.21). St. Cyprian lays down clearly the general principle that "he cannot be a martyr who is not in the Church; he cannot attain unto the kingdom who forsakes that which shall reign there." St. Clement of Alexandria strongly disapproves (Stromata IV.4) of some heretics who gave themselves up to the law; they "banish themselves without being martyrs".

The orthodox were not permitted to seek martyrdom. Tertullian, however, approves the conduct of the Christians of a province of Asia who gave themselves up to the governor, Arrius Antoninus (Ad. Scap., v). Eusebius also relates with approval the incident of three Christians of Cæsarea in Palestine who, in the persecution of Valerian, presented themselves to the judge and were condemned to death (Church History VII.12). But while circumstances might sometimes excuse such a course, it was generally held to be imprudent. St. Gregory of Nazianzus sums up in a sentence the rule to be followed in such cases: it is mere rashness to seek death, but it is cowardly to refuse it (Orat. xlii, 5, 6). The example of a Christian of Smyrna named Quintus, who, in the time of St. Polycarp, persuaded several of his fellow believers to declare themselves Christians, was a warning of what might happen to the over-zealous: Quintus at the last moment apostatized, though his companions persevered. Breaking idols was condemned by the Council of Elvira (306), which, in its sixtieth canon, decreed that a Christian put to death for such vandalism would not be enrolled as a martyr. Lactantius, on the other hand, has only mild censure for a Christian of Nicomedia who suffered martyrdom for tearing down the edict of persecution (Do mort. pers., xiii). In one case St. Cyprian authorizes seeking martyrdom. Writing to his priests and deacons regarding repentant lapsi who were clamouring to be received back into communion, the bishop after giving general directions on the subject, concludes by saying that if these impatient personages are so eager to get back to the Church there is a way of doing so open to them. "The struggle is still going forward", he says, "and the strife is waged daily. If they (the lapsi) truly and with constancy repent of what they have done, and the fervour of their faith prevails, he who cannot be delayed may be crowned" (Ep. xiii).

What is the church teaching on martyrdom?
https://catholicstraightanswers.com/what-is-the-churchs-teaching-on-martyrdom/ 

In a culture that emphasizes the preservation of youth and bodily life, the concept of martyrdom does seem foreign.  Martyrdom according to the Catechism is “the supreme witness given to the truth of the faith: it means bearing witness even unto death” (#2473).  Rather than renounce his faith, the martyr bears witness with extraordinary fortitude to the belief that Christ suffered, died, and rose from the dead for our salvation, and to the truths of our Catholic faith.  (The word martyr itself means “witness.”)
Sacred Scripture attests to the courage of men and women who were willing to die as martyrs rather than renounce their faith or be unfaithful to God’s law.  In the Old Testament, Susanna preferred to die rather than yield to the sinful passions of the two unjust judges (Daniel 13).  John the Baptizer refused to compromise with evil and never ceased professing the law of God; in the end he “gave his life in witness to truth and justice” (Opening Prayer for the Feast of the Beheading of St. John).  St. Stephen, one of the first deacons of the Church, was also the first martyr (Act 6:8ff), followed by the Apostle St. James the Greater (Acts 12:2).

The witness of these martyrs coalesces in the apocalyptic vision of the Book of Revelation.  Here, St. John saw the angels and saints from every nation and race, people and tongue, standing before the throne and the Lamb.  
They cried out, “Salvation is from our God, who is seated on the throne, and from the Lamb!”  When asked who they were, the answer came, “These are the ones who have survived the great period of trial; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  (Confer Revelation 7:9-17.)

The spiritual rationale which undergirds the act of martyrdom is one that each Christian must accept.  In teaching the conditions for true discipleship, our Lord asserted, “If a man wishes to come after me, he must deny his very self, take up his cross, and begin to follow in my footsteps.  Whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  What profit would a man show if he were to gain the whole world and destroy himself in the process?” (Matthew 16:24-26).  Yes, the Christian must be prepared to bear the cross of our Lord, even if it means forsaking life in this world.

In doing so, however, such a Christian will be blessed in the eyes of God.   In the Beatitudes, those right attitudes of living that bring blessed union with God, the eighth beatitude is repeated, “Blest are those persecuted for holiness’ sake; the reign of God is theirs.”   Moreover, Jesus personalized this beatitude: “Blest are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of slander against you because of me.”   Nevertheless, the point is not just the suffering here and now for the faith, but the courageous perseverance which gives way to everlasting life: “Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is great in Heaven.”  (Confer Matthew 5:10-12.)

This spiritual rationale is reflected beautifully in the testimony of the martyrs of our early Church during the time of Roman persecution.  For example, St. Ignatius of Antioch (d. 110), who was the third bishop of Antioch following St. Evodius (who had succeeded St. Peter the Apostle), and who had been a student of St. John the Apostle, was condemned by the Emperor Trajan and sentenced to being devoured by beasts in the arena.  On the way to Rome where he would die, he wrote seven letters, including one to the Romans, in which he reflected on his pending death:  “Allow me to be eaten by the beasts, which are my way of reaching God.  I am God’s wheat, and I am to be ground by the teeth of wild beasts, so that I may become the pure bread of Christ,” and later “Neither the pleasures of the world nor the kingdoms of this age will be of any use to me.  It is better for me to die in order to unite myself to Christ Jesus than to reign over the ends of the earth.  I seek Him who died for us; I desire Him who rose for us.  My birth is approaching…” (Letter to the Romans).

Another great witness to the faith during this time was St. Polycarp, the Bishop of Smyrna, who was a friend of St. Ignatius and who had also been a student of St. John the Apostle and had been consecrated a bishop by him.  For refusing to offer sacrifice to the Roman gods and to acknowledge the divinity of the Emperor, St. Polycarp was condemned to death by burning at the stake at the age of eighty-six during the reign of Emperor Marcus Aurelius.   As the pyre was about to be lit, St. Polycarp prayed, “I bless you for having judged me worthy from this day and this hour to be counted among your martyrs….  You have kept your promise, God of faithfulness and truth.  For this reason and for everything, I praise you, I bless you, I glorify you, through the eternal and heavenly High Priest, Jesus Christ, your beloved Son.  Through Him, who is with you and the Holy Spirit, may glory be given to you, now and in the ages to come.  Amen.”  (The Martyrdom of St. Polycarp).

In defense of the martyrs, Tertullian (d. 250) later wrote in his Apology, “Crucify us, torture us, condemn us, destroy us!  Your wickedness is the proof of our innocence, for which reason does God suffer us to suffer this.  When recently you condemned a Christian maiden to a panderer rather than to a panther, you realized and confessed openly that with us a stain on our purity is regarded as more dreadful than any punishment and worse than death.  Nor does your cruelty, however exquisite, accomplish anything: rather, it is an enticement to our religion.  The more we are hewn down by you, the more numerous do we become.  The blood of martyrs is the seed of Christians!”  Without question, despite the worst persecutions, the Church has continued to survive and to grow, due greatly to the courageous witness and prayers of the holy martyrs.  In his recent apostolic exhortation Ecclesia to the Churches in Asia, Pope John Paul II noted the persecution of the Church, and echoing Tertullian, proclaimed:  “May they stand as indomitable witnesses to the truth that Christians are called always and everywhere to proclaim nothing other than the power of the Lord’s cross!  And may the blood of Asia’s martyrs be now as always the seed of new life for the Church in every corner of the continent!” (#49).

Pope John Paul II has been very mindful of the witness of the martyrs in our Church, with a special emphasis on those that have died during this century, especially during the persecutions waged by the Nazis and Communists.  Every continent has been touched by the blood of martyrs.  He has described martyrdom as “the most eloquent proof of the truth of the faith, for faith can give a human face even to the most violent of deaths and show its beauty even in the midst of the most atrocious persecution” (Incarnationis Mysterium, #13).  According tho the Holy Father, this “proof of faith” is evidenced in three ways:  First, martyrdom affirms the inviolability of the moral order– both the truth and holiness of God’s law and the dignity of the human person.  Second, martyrdom attests to the perfect humanity and true life of the human person:  Here the Holy Father quoted St. Ignatius of Antioch: “Have mercy on me, brethren: do not hold me back from living; do not wish that I die….  Let me arrive at the pure light; once there I will be truly a man.  Let me imitate the passion of my God.” (Romans).  Finally, martyrdom attests to the holiness of the Church, presenting witnesses committed to the truth.  In sum, “by their eloquent and attractive example of a life completely transfigured by the splendor of moral truth, the martyrs and, in general, all the Church’s saints, light up every period of history by reawakening its moral sense” (Splendor of Truth, #93).

Therefore, we must be mindful of the martyrs of our Church, for their witness encourages us and gives us great hope.  By the grace of God, may we be as committed to our Lord, His Church, and the faith as they were.  Let us take to heart the words of St. Paul, “Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every encumbrance of sin which clings to us and persevere in running the race which lies ahead; let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who inspires and perfects our faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2)

Fr. Stan Swamy is a Maoist not a Martyr
https://goachronicle.com/fr-stan-swamy-is-a-maoist-not-a-martyr/
Savio Rodrigues, July 8, 2021
Father Stan Swamy died because of COVID-19. Death, unfortunately, comes to all. Sadly, under the influence of the COVID-19 pandemic death comes rather unexpectedly.
I hoped the truth behind the links of Fr. Stan Swamy to Maoists working against India’s interest was exposed more.

The charade of Maoists working with tribals infiltrating their minds with ideas of revolting against the Indian government needed to be exposed. Fr. Stan Swamy was a Maoist. He is not a Martyr.

The Catholic Church and the Opposition will use this opportunity to target the Narendra Modi-led government without conveying the simple fact that Fr. Stan Swamy along with his Maoist organization hatched a conspiracy to create unrest in the entire country.

Murder is what they will scream on social media and from the rooftops. That is expected. In fact, I am sure that the Jesuit Curia in Rome will also get into the act of glorifying Fr. Stan Swamy and work towards creating a reason for his canonization while demonizing India under Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

The Elgar Parishad or Bhima-Koregaon violence case brought out the hidden agenda of Maoists in India and it brought to the surface the links of the Catholic Priest Fr. Stan Swamy. Intelligence sources had told us in confidence during the probe that those people under investigation, linked to the Elgar Parishad case, were plotting to kill the Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi.

While refusing bail to Fr. Stan Swamy, the special National Investigation Agency (NIA) court held that “Prima facie it can be gathered that Fr. Swamy along with other members of the banned organization hatched a serious conspiracy to create unrest in the entire country and to overpower the Government, politically and by using muscle power”.

Special judge D.E. Kothalikar said, “The material placed on record thus prima facie denote that the applicant (Fr Swamy) was not only the member of banned organization Communist Party of India (Maoist) but he was carrying out activities further in the objective of the organization which is nothing but to overthrow the democracy of the nation.”

The court concluded, “There are reasonable grounds for believing that the accusation of commission of the offenses punishable under chapters IV (punishment for terrorist activities) and VI (terrorist organizations) of the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) against the applicant is prima facie true. Considering the express bar imposed by Section 43D 5 (no person accused with chapters IV and VI shall be released on bail) of the UAPA, the applicant cannot be released on bail.”

The court also mentioned, “The material collected during the investigating would further state that the applicant had received Rs.8 lacs through Comrade. Mohan, for the furtherance of the CPI (M) activities. The references made in the aforementioned letters to the members being Comrade goes to suggest that there is a force in the submissions made by the special public prosecutor that the word Comrade was being used while addressing to the member of the CPI (M).”

Having worked with different intelligence agencies in India, I know that their commitment to national security is without a doubt, so it would not matter to them if the accused is a Catholic priest or a Hindu Sadhvi. If the issue is national security, they will leave no stone unturned to get to the bottom of the truth. The intelligence sleuths do not have time for petty religious or political games.
Fr. Stan Swamy through disinformation and lies by the Catholic Church and political opportunists could be portrayed to be innocent but to me the law of India is supreme, it does not matter if you are a Catholic priest, a Bollywood celebrity, a Politician or a Common Citizen; if you are accused of working against the nation, then you need to treated as someone who is working against the nation and not favorably, just because you are an aging Catholic priest.

People mourning for Fr. Stan Swamy terming it murder by the Indian government kept a stoic silence when an aging Hindu Sadhu was brutally beaten to death by a mob in the presence of the Maharashtra police in Palghar. I fail to understand this conundrum, both were priests – one an accused Catholic priest that worked against India who died because of the Chinese virus; the other a passerby Hindu priest who died because of the mob virus of inhumanity; but the mourning is for a Jesuit priest who was declared a Maoist by an NIA Special Court, not for the Palghar sadhu. No country for old priests in India if there are Hindu priests.

