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MICHAEL PRABHU JULY 18/28, 2021 UPDATED
In the starred file* at the middle of the present file, I pointed out the Gospel passage of Sunday July 11, 2021, and the almost 25-minute homily of Fr. Ivel Mendanha C.Ss.R hailing ‘martyr’, social activist and liberation theologian Fr. Stan Swamy SJ, while completely ignoring the message of Mark 6:7-13.

I commented that Fr. Mendanha and all Catholics who espouse the social justice gospel to the total exclusion of Christian teaching, preaching repentance from sin and penance, exorcising and healing the afflicted as Jesus and his disciples did, should reassess their positions while there is still time for them to do so. In different reports, I furnished links to liberation theology and what Catholic martyrdom really is.

Jesuits in India are mostly dissidents, social workers, liberation theologians and environmental or social justice activists. Priests are primarily to offer the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and to be witnesses to Jesus as in Mark 6: 7-13, to be teachers, preachers and healers in His name.

Today’s Gospel is also from Mark 6**. While reading Carl Olson’s reflections at The remnant and the true shepherds https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2021/07/17/the-lord-is-my-shepherd/, I noted that it effectively takes off from where we left it the previous Sunday. And goes way farther. Priests are mandated to be shepherds of the people in the spirit of Mark 6: 7-13 of the previous Sunday.
Readings:
• Jeremiah 23:1-6
• Psalm 23:1-3, 3-4, 5, 6
• Ephesians 2:13-18
**Mark 6:30-34
Today’s Gospel is the sort of reading that can easily be overlooked, because of its length and because it marks a swift transition between the sending of the twelve “out two by two” (Mk 6:7-13) and the dramatic account of the feeding of the five thousand (Mk 6:30-43). There is also the lengthy and moving story of the murder of John the Baptist (vs. 14-29), which provides a palpable sense of the dangers facing Jesus and his followers.

Yet these five verses (30-34) are filled with important information about the relationship between the apostles and Jesus, as well as between Jesus and the people, described here as “the vast crowd”. Notably, this is the only place in Mark’s Gospel in which the twelve are identified as “the apostles”. An apostle (apostolos in Greek) is one who is sent forth by someone with authority in order to be a representative or ambassador for that particular person. In the New Testament, it refers to a distinctive office instituted by Jesus.

The apostles were men chosen by Jesus, and those men were direct witnesses to the person and power of their Lord. And so it is fitting they are not identified as such witnesses until after they had, in fact, spent time witnessing by preaching repentance, casting out demons, and healing the sick.

The apostles, having been given authority by Jesus, gathered together with him to report “all they had done and taught.” They had a responsibility to answer directly to Christ. Likewise, as bishops they would continue to be accountable to Christ and to the Petrine office established upon Peter the Rock (Mt 16:16-20), a responsibility placed upon each and every bishop throughout the history of the Church.

This is directly connected to Jesus being the Good Shepherd, whose heart is moved with pity for the vast crowds that followed him. The relationship between sheep and shepherd is one mentioned often the Old Testament, sometimes referring to the relationship between the people and their leaders, and sometimes between the people and God. In Genesis, God is described as “the Shepherd” (Gen. 49:24); there are many references to the people of Israel as being sheep without a shepherd or master (1 Kings 22:17; 2 Chronicles 18:16). This theme is developed at length by many of the prophets, most notably Ezekiel and Jeremiah.

For example, Ezekiel 34 is a long condemnation of corrupt, sinful leaders—both religious and civil—who proved to be unworthy shepherds. Today’s reading from Jeremiah is a strong condemnation of those who failed to protect and care for the people: “Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock of my pasture … You have not cared for them, but I will take care to punish your evil deeds.”

Jeremiah prophesied of a coming day when God would gather “a remnant” of his flock, appointing good and holy men “who will “shepherd them.” The twelve apostles were the beginning of that flock. 
Notice that after they had performed the difficult work of preaching and witnessing, Jesus said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.” This rest was not only physical rest, but spiritual restoration. While the desert and wilderness could be a place of testing and trial, it was also a place of solitude and revival when accompanied by God (cf. Exodus 33:14; Hebrews 4:9-11).

Each of us—whether you are a bishop, priest, religious, or lay person—needs rest from the cares of the world and time spent in quiet solitude with God. “The mind of man is incapable of perceiving the truth clearly,” wrote St. Basil the Great, “if it is distracted by innumerable worldly cares.”

In Christ, as the Apostle Paul teaches, lasting peace is realized and granted. As King David expressed so beautifully: “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” The good and divine shepherd, Jesus Christ, guides us, protects us, feeds us, and gives us peace.

Liberation theology and social activism are simply NOT Jesus’ mandate, defenders of priests like Fr. Stan Swamy should take note.
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National Justice Day pays homage to Father Swamy
https://mattersindia.com/2021/07/national-justice-day-pays-homage-to-father-swamy/ EXTRACT
New Delhi, July 28, 2021

The call to observe July 28 as the National Justice Day came from Father Stanislaus D’Souza, president of the Jesuit Conference of South Asia. A press release from the head of more than 4,000 Jesuits in the region, called on the concerned citizens of India to pay their “deep respects to Fr. Stan Swamy and carry forward his legacy.”
Father Swamy’s death is “not an end” but a “moment of awakening in the journey to affirm our faith in the Constitution of our country,” Father D’Souza asserted.

He also pointed out that Father Swamy “stands tall today as an icon of justice to the marginalized. In his death, he has risen in the hearts of many as a cult figure. Through his lifelong accompaniment of the Adivasis, Dalits, and marginalized communities and by his martyrdom, he has given us a new ethical mandate to be compassionate, to be the voice of the voiceless and defenders of human rights, speaking truth to power.”

Cardinal Oswald Gracias, head of the Catholic Church in India, had also urged dioceses in the country to observe the day. “Each bishop can see what is most suitable for his region,” said the cardinal who added that a memorial service would help “keep alive in our hearts the desire to work for the poor and neglected.”

Since I was unable to source the email address of Fr. Mendanha, I sent these emails to his Redemptorist confreres, supporters, and to other priests-cum-social activists in the hope that it would reach him:

	Subject: 
	FR. STAN SWAMY SJ

	Date: 
	Sat, 24 Jul 2021 12:05:17 +0530

	From: 
	michaelprabhu <michaelprabhu@ephesians-511.net>

	To: 
	staneycssr@yahoo.com, fralexcssr@yahoo.com, vinucssr@yahoo.co.in, ignativs.kumar@gmail.com, jnpaulcssr@yahoo.co.in, shanecssr@gmail.com, ixavi.ercssr@yahoo.co.in, ignativs.kumar@gmail.com, reserve@redemptorists.or.th


	Subject: 
	FR. STAN SWAMY SJ

	Date: 
	Sat, 24 Jul 2021 09:02:47 +0530

	From: 
	michaelprabhu <michaelprabhu@ephesians-511.net>

	To: 
	franklinphillip@gmail.com, cedricprakash@gmail.com, sjprashant@gmail.com, navaspoorthi@rediffmail.com, info@rmcbangalore.com, cssrblr@rediffmail.com, vprovincialmajella@gmail.com

	CC: 
	mathewcssr@gmail.com, frbrittojacob@yahoo.com, sanjayvincentcssr@yahoo.co.in, paulpcssr@yahoo.co.uk, desmonddesousa@hotmail.com, frgreg_2000@yahoo.com, roman_kanade@rediffmail.com, bibin_1@yahoo.com, antonycssr@gmail.com, xaviercssr@gmail.com, frosiedsouzacssr@gmail.com, frosiedsouza@yahoo.co.in, fr.charlesvijaycssr@rmcbangalore.com



Kindly forward to Fr. Ivel Mendanha C. Ss. R. [vjprovincialmajella@gmail.com] and other Redemptorists. Michael Prabhu, Catholic apologist
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Other leading Jesuit liberation theologians who figure in dozens of this ministry’s reports are India’s Michael Amaladoss, Jon Sobrino, and Jacques Dupuis, all of whom were censured by Rome. 

here’s also Sri Lankan Tissa Balasuriya, a non-Jesuit.

A few Spaniards Juan José Tamayo, José María Castillo, Juan Antonio Estrada, Marciano Vidal.

And Austria’s Reinhard Messner, Ireland’s Diarmuid O’Murchu and the now-laicized Leonardo Boff [below] of Brazil.
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