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JANUARY 24, 2017
Jesus’ Divine Claims and Islam
An Examination of Biblical Christology in Light of the Quranic View of Allah’s Attributes
http://www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/unique.htm
By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s

A major point of contention between Muslims and Christians is the Orthodox Christian position on the Deity of Jesus Christ. Historic Christian teaching affirms that God became man in the Person of Jesus Christ; perfect Divinity united with perfect humanity, two natures working in perfect unity in the one Person of Jesus of Nazareth.

To the Muslim this belief is totally unacceptable and unthinkable, since Islam denies any possibility of God becoming Incarnate, that God would become man, particularly for the sole purpose of dying for lost sinners. This leaves Muslims in a paradox since Islam believes in Jesus as one of God's mightiest agents and Prophets, proclaiming the same message of the religion perfected in Muhammad, al-Islam. However, when a Muslim reads the Holy Bible, he finds that Jesus' message is anything but Islam.

Since the testimony of the New Testament writers is that Jesus is the Word of God (who is God) become flesh, Muslims have asserted that the message of Christ has been corrupted. Hence, what we have in the New Testament documents are words attributed to Jesus, but never uttered by him.

Yet, owing to the fact that nearly 25,000 manuscripts of the Bible, thousands of archaeological findings, as well as extra-biblical documents have proven beyond any reasonable doubt that the Bible provides accurate, eyewitness accounts on Jesus' deeds and life, Muslims have tried to find another way to discredit Christ's Divinity.

This second alternative presumes that there are no conclusive statements of Jesus that would indicate that Christ believed he was indeed God Incarnate.

Muslim apologists, such as South Africa's Ahmad Deedat, are quick to point out that Jesus is never reported to have said, "I am God," or "Worship me." Hence, it is presumed that since Christ never stated this, Christians are wrong in worshiping Jesus as God.

This line of reasoning is seriously flawed, since this argument can be turned around and used against Muslims. For instance, Christ never states that he is not God and that we should not worship him. In other words, nowhere in the Bible will we find Christ saying "I am not God, do not worship me." In fact, there isn’t a single reference in the entire Quran where Jesus allegedly says he is not God, or the Son of God. Shall we therefore conclude from this that the Quran teaches that Jesus is God? Obviously, very few people would find this line of argumentation particularly convincing since it is essentially an argument from silence. Arguments from silence prove very little or nothing.

In spite of this, Deedat and others are quick to pick out biblical references that they feel present a strong case against the notion of Jesus' Divinity. Yet, these same people do not allow Christians to use passages that strongly suggest that Jesus did affirm that he is divine, without needing to directly say, "I am God."

This being the case, we will approach the subject of Jesus' Divinity from a different perspective. We will quote both the Quran and the Old Testament in order to highlight certain titles and attributes of God and compare them to statements made by Christ.

This will be done in order to demonstrate to these Muslim apologists that the titles used by Jesus are titles that belong to God alone, indicating that Christ did indeed claim to be God Almighty in human form.

Before continuing, we would like to make it very clear that we do not believe the Quran is the word of God. Our utilization of it is to show Muslims, who do believe in it, that the NT application of divine titles and attributes to the Lord Jesus proves beyond any reasonable doubt that Jesus claimed Divinity, or that the NT writers truly believed that Christ was Incarnate Deity.

We would also like to state that our use of the Quran does not mean that we believe that the god presented in the Quran is the same as the true God of the Holy Bible, Yahweh Elohim. They are not the same God. Our use of the Quran is intended to show that even the author of the Quran was aware that certain titles and attributes belong to God alone, and for persons other than God to apply to themselves these titles and attributes would be blasphemy; unless, of course, that person was in fact God!

Let us therefore proceed to the evidence.
The First and the Last/The Beginning and the End
GOD/ALLAH
"Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.’" Isaiah 44:6

"Hearken to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I called! I am He, I am the first, and I am the last." Isaiah 48:12

"And he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the fountain of the water of life without payment. He who conquers shall have this heritage, and I will be his God and he shall be my son.’" Revelation 21:6-7

But to Allah belongs the Last and the First. S. 53:25

He is the First and the Last, the Evident and Immanent; and He has full knowledge of all things. S. 57:3

and to Us belong the Last and the First. S. 92:13

JESUS
"When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand upon me, saying, ‘Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one; I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.’" Revelation 1:17-18

"And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.’" Revelation 2:8

"‘Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense, to repay every one for what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end’ ... He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!" Revelation 22:12-13, 20

The titles, "First and Last" and "the Beginning and the End, refer to God's sovereignty as the only Lord and God, that everything begins and ends with God since he alone sustains and controls all creation and events. No mere creature could utter such words, and yet the Lord Jesus does.


Sovereignty and Inheritor
GOD/ALLAH
"Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all." 1 Chronicles 29:11

"The earth is the LORD's and the fulness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein; for he has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the rivers." Psalm 24:1-2

"The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine; the world and all that is in it, thou hast founded them." Psalm 89:11

To God belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth; And God hath power over all things. S. 3:189

And verily, it is We Who give life, and Who give death: it is We Who remain inheritors (after all else passes away). S. 15:23

It is We Who will inherit the earth, and all beings thereon: to Us will they all be returned. S. 19:40

To Him belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth: It is He who gives life and death; and He has power over all things. S. 57:2

JESUS
"And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.’" Matthew 28:18

"He had still one other, a beloved son; finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’" Mark 12:6-7

"When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify thy Son that the Son may glorify thee, since thou hast given him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom thou hast given him.’" John 17:1-2

NT WRITERS:
He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. Colossians 1:17

"but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his word of power ..." Hebrews 1:2-3a

Both the Lord Jesus and the NT writers emphatically state that Christ sovereignly rules creation.

At this point, a Muslim might interject that Christ is said to be given this authority, indicating that there is One greater than he who gave it to him. Muslims are obviously not taking into consideration the implications of these statements, otherwise they would not make such assertions.

First, how can a mere mortal exercise power over all creation and possibly give eternal life to all flesh? Second, the passages do not state that Christ was given the power to rule creation or to grant life, but was given the authority or right to do so. In other words, God is permitting Christ to rule and to give salvation to all, and yet in order for God to give Jesus this authority, Christ must be able to have the ability to carry out these tasks of maintaining and saving all creation. The Apostle Paul brings out this point quite beautifully:

"But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power which enables him even to subject all things to himself." Philippians 3:20-21

These passages therefore show that Christ has the intrinsic ability to rule creation and grant eternal life, which implies that he must have the same nature as God. If he did not have the very nature of God, then Christ could not possibly be able to exercise power over the universe and be its sustainer.

Third, God does not give his glory to a mere creature. This means that, despite the Muslim line of logic, the fact that God granted Christ the right to share in the divine authority basically means that Jesus is no mere mortal. (Cf. Isaiah 42:8, 48:11)


The Resurrection and the Life
GOD/ALLAH
"See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand." Deuteronomy 32:39

"The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and raises up." 1 Samuel 2:6

"At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnez'zar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives for ever; for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation;" Daniel 4:34

This is so, because God is the Reality: it is He Who gives life to the dead, and it is He Who has power over all things And verily the Hour will come: there can be no doubt about it, or about (the fact) that God will raise up all who are in the graves. S. 22:6-7

He is the Living (One): There is no god but He: Call upon Him, giving Him sincere devotion. Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds! ... It is He Who gives Life and Death; and when He decides upon an affair, He says to it, "Be", and it is. S. 40:65, 68

JESUS
"Truly, truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear THE VOICE OF THE SON OF GOD, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself, and has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear HIS VOICE and come forth, those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of judgment." John 5:25-29

"Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, he who is coming into the world.’" John 11:25-27

"and the living one; I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades." Revelation 1:18


The Gatherer
GOD/ALLAH
"In those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will enter into judgment against them concerning my inheritance, my people Israel, for they scattered my people among the nations and divided up my land... Come quickly, all you nations from every side, and assemble there. Bring down your warriors, O LORD! Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the nations on every side." Joel 3:1-2, 11-12

"Our Lord! Thou art He that will gather mankind together against a day about which there is no doubt; for God never fails in His promise." S. 3:9

JESUS
"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by MY FATHER; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.’" Matthew 25:31-34


Omnipresent
GOD/ALLAH
"Am I a God at hand, says the LORD, and not a God afar off? Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD." Jeremiah 23:23-24

To God belong the East and the West: Withersoever Ye turn, there is the Presence of God. For God is All-Pervading, All-Knowing. S. 2:115

"... And He is with you wheresoever ye may be ..." S. 57:4

Seest thou not that God doth know (all) that is in the heavens and on earth? There is not a secret consultation between three, but He makes the fourth among them, - Nor between five but He makes the sixth, - nor between fewer nor more, but He is in their midst, wheresoever they be: In the end will He tell them the truth of their conduct, on the Day of Judgment. For God has full knowledge of all things. S. 58:7

And from the Hadith literature:
Hadith Qudsi 18: 
On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said that the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: Allah (mighty and sublime be He) will say on the Day of Resurrection:

O son of Adam, I fell ill and you visited Me not. He will say: O Lord, and how should I visit You when You are the Lord of the worlds? He will say: Did you not know that My servant So-and-so had fallen ill and you visited him not? 
Did you not know that had you visited him you would have found Me with him? O son of Adam, I asked you for food and you fed Me not. He will say: O Lord, and how should I feed You when You are the Lord of the worlds? He will say: Did you not know that My servant So-and-so asked you for food and you fed him not? Did you notknow that had you fed him you would surely have found that (the reward for doing so) with Me? O son of Adam, I asked you to give Me to drink and you gave Me not to drink. He will say: O Lord, how should I give You to drink when You are the Lord of the worlds? He will say: My servant So-and-so asked you to give him to drink and you gave him not to drink. Had you given him to drink you would have surely found that with Me.

It was related by Muslim. (Source)
JESUS
"For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them." Matthew 18:20

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by MY FATHER; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.' Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." Matthew 25:31-46

"and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age." Mt. 28:20b


Omniscient
GOD/ALLAH
"then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and act, and render to each whose heart thou knowest, according to all his ways (for thou, thou only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men);" 1 Kings 8:39

"O LORD, thou hast searched me and known me! Thou knowest when I sit down and when I rise up; thou discernest my thoughts from afar. Thou searchest out my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether. Thou dost beset me behind and before, and layest thy hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain it." Psalm 139:1-6

"He determines the number of the stars, he gives to all of them their names. Great is our LORD, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure." Psalm 147:4-5

"... For God knoweth well the secrets of your hearts." S. 3:154

JESUS
"And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, ‘Why do you question thus in your hearts?’" Mark 2:8

"And to the angel of the church in Thyati'ra write: ‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze... And all the churches shall know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you as your works deserve.’" Revelation 2:18, 23b


The Object of Prayers
GOD/ALLAH
"I am a laughingstock to my friends; I, who called upon God and he answered me, a just and blameless man, am a laughingstock." Job 12:4

When My servants ask thee concerning Me, I am indeed close (to them): I listen to the prayer of every supplicant when he calleth on Me: Let them also, with a will, listen to My call, and believe in Me: That they may walk in the right way. S. 2:186

JESUS
"Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Son; if you ask anything in my name, I will do it." John 14:13-14


Light of the World
GOD/ALLAH
"The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?" Psalm 27:1

"The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you by night; but the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. Your sun shall no more go down, nor your moon withdraw itself; for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be ended." Isaiah 60:19-20

"God is the Light of the heavens and the earth..." S. 24:35

JESUS
"Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’" John 8:12

"We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." John 9:4-5


Forgiver of Sins
GOD/ALLAH
"But Joshua said to the people, ‘You cannot serve the LORD; for he is a holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins.’" Joshua 24:19

"Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases," Psalm 103:2-3

And those who, having done something to be ashamed of, or wronged their own souls, earnestly bring God to mind, and ask for forgiveness for their sins, - and who can forgive sins except God? - and are never obstinate in persisting knowingly in (the wrong) they have done. S. 3:135

JESUS
"And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘My son, your sins are forgiven.’ Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, ‘Why does this man speak thus? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ ... ‘But that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins’ ..." Mark 2:5-7,10a

"‘Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.’ And he said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ Then those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, ‘Who is this, who even forgives sins?’" Luke 7:47-49


The Truth
GOD/ALLAH
"Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have ransomed me, O LORD, God of truth." Psalm 31:5 NASB

"High above all is God, The King, The Truth ..." S. 20:114

JESUS
"Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me.’" John 14:6

NT WRITERS:
"You did not so learn Christ! -- assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus." Ephesians 4:20-21


Day of Judgement
GOD/ALLAH
"For behold, in those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all the nations and bring them down to the valley of Jehosh'aphat, and I will enter into judgment with them there, on account of my people and my heritage Israel, because they have scattered them among the nations, and have divided up my land, and have cast lots for my people, and have given a boy for a harlot, and have sold a girl for wine, and have drunk it... Let the nations bestir themselves, and come up to the valley of Jehosh'aphat; for there I will sit to judge all the nations round about. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the wine press is full. The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining. And the LORD roars from Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth shake. But the LORD is a refuge to his people, a stronghold to the people of Israel. So you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who dwell in Zion, my holy mountain. And Jerusalem shall be holy and strangers shall never again pass through it." Joel 3:1-3, 12-17

Nay! When the earth is pounded by power, and thy Lord cometh, and His angels, rank upon rank, and Hell, that Day, is brought face to face - On that Day will man remember, but how will that remembrance profit him? S. 89:21-23

JESUS
"Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken; then will appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory; and he will send out HIS angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather HIS elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." Matthew 24:29-31

"When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. Then the King will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world’ ... Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels;’" Matthew 25:31-34, 41

"Then I looked, and lo, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat upon the cloud, ‘Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.’ So he who sat upon the cloud swung his sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped." Revelation 14:14-16


King of kings and Lord of lords
GOD/ALLAH
"O give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures for ever;" Psalm 136:3

Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) as saying: The vilest name in Allah's sight is Malik al-Amlak (King of Kings). The narration transmitted on the authority of Shaiba (contains these words): There is no king but Allah, the Exalted and Glorious. Sufyan said: Similarly, the word Shahinshah (is also the vilest appellation). Ahmad b. Hanbal said: I asked Abu 'Amr about the meaning of Akhna. He said: The vilest. (Sahih Muslim, Book 025, Number 5338, see also Number 5339)

JESUS
"and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood." Revelation 1:5

"they will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful." Revelation 17:14

"Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems; and he has a name inscribed which no one knows but himself. He is clad in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, followed him on white horses. From his mouth issues a sharp sword with which to smite the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron; he will tread the wine press of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name inscribed, King of kings and Lord of lords." Revelation 19:11-16


Conclusion
Christ's extensive usage of divine titles and prerogatives that are found in both the Hebrew Scriptures and the Quran affirms that Jesus' self-description is consistent with one claiming to be God Almighty. The Lord Jesus’ use of divine titles that belong exclusively to God shows that Jesus is God, or at least establishes the fact that Jesus claimed to be God. No true prophet of God would make such divine claims, unless of course the claims were actually true. And in the case of Christ, these divine claims are true since he is God in the flesh.

Hence, a Muslim must come to the conclusion that the recorded words of Christ in the holy Scriptures leave no doubt that Jesus claimed to be God. There is simply no way around it.

For a more thorough examination in regards to Jesus' Deity we recommend our following studies:

www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/biblicaljesus.htm
www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/jesus_is_yahweh.htm
www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/12anti-trinitarian.htm
http://www.abrahamic-faith.com/Jehovah-Witness.html
All Biblical quotations taken from the Revised Standard Version (RSV)

All Quranic quotations taken from A. Yusuf Ali

*

Did Jesus claim to be God when he ascribed to himself divine titles and attributes?
Addressing one Muslim dawagandist’s denials
http://www.answering-islam.org/Responses/Ataie/divine_attributes.htm
By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s

Muslim writer and polemicist Ali Ataie, in an attempt to refute any notion that the Lord Jesus claimed Divinity, makes the following assertions concerning John 14:6:
The Christian may inform you that Jesus claimed to be "the truth," or al-Haqq in Arabic, which is one of the Divine attributes of God mentioned in the Qur’an. "He is using a divine attribute to refer to himself, an attribute found in your scripture," he will say. Inform him that the words Ra’uf and Rahim, mean Kind and Merciful respectively, are also attributed to God in the Qur’an. However, Allah reveals in Surah Tawbah, verse 128: "Now hath come unto you a Messenger from amongst yourselves: it grieves him that ye should perish: ardently anxious is he over you: to the Believers he is most kind and merciful" (Qur’an 9:128). The words Allah used to describe the character of his Beloved are Ra’uf and Rahim, two of the divine attributes! Does this make Muhammad God? Certainly not. 
He simply embodies many of the sacred attributes at a much smaller, human level. By the same token, we can say that Muhammad is Great, Noble, Generous, and Truth He is not, however, "The Creator," or "The Giver of Life and Death." These attributes are solely for God and nowhere does Jesus ever claim to be these things.

You may also want to mention to the Christian the story of the Sufi mystic known as al-Hallaj, who in a state of spiritual realization of his Lord exclaimed, "Ana al Haqq," or "I am the Truth!" This is a level of Taqwa (divine awareness) that the Christian is vastly ignorant of. (In Defense of Islam – Confronting the Christians With Their Own Scriptures, pp. 17-18; source)

Ataie’s comments show that he is either ignorant of Islamic theology or is simply using deception in order to conceal (1, 2, 3) from his readers what his own religious sources actually teach concerning attributing God’s names and/or qualities to a creature.

In the first place, citing verses where divine characteristics are attributed to Muhammad doesn’t refute the Christian claim but only compounds the problem for Ataie. His example merely shows that the Quran has elevated Muhammad to the level of deity by ascribing to him certain divine names which belong exclusively to Allah. Note, after all, what the following Muslim writer says concerning Allah’s names:

The Essence of Shirk in Tawheed al-Asma wa-Sifaat:

Shirk in Tawheed al-Asma wa-Sifaat is to give other than Allah, the qualities (Attributes), which are specific of Allah Alone. For example, amongst the Attributes of Allah is that He is the Knower of the Unseen (Ghayb) and He alone knows what the heart conceals. Allah says: "Say, ‘None in the Heavens and the earth know the Ghayb (Unseen) except Allah, nor can they perceive when they shall be resurrected."
Therefore, to consider someone other than Allah to have the knowledge of the past, future or the Unseen is Shirk (associating partners with Allah).

This concept of Tawheed distinguishes Islam from many other religions. Those who have studied comparative religion can very easily realize that, while the Jews made their Creator like the creation, the Christians make the creation like the Creator. (Sajid Abdul Kayum, The Jamaa'at Tableegh and the Deobandis, Chapter 2: The Islamic Concept of Tawheed (Monotheism); source; bold emphasis ours)

And:

Ibn al-Qayyim has listed some of the types of ilhad to include:

(To deny (tatil) or distort (tawil) their meanings, or claim that they have no meaning (tafwid) 

(To consider them as human attributes (anthropomorphism) 

(To derive names for Allah that are not befitting Him (e.g. ‘Father’) 

(To name idols or other beings with the names of Allah or their derivates (e.g. al-Uzza, al-Manat) 

May Allah (SWT) guide us all. Ameen. (What is Tawheed Asma wa al-Siffat? July, 2007; source; bold emphasis ours)

Pay careful attention to the bold parts – naming any being with the names of Allah or their derivatives is a clear violation of this category of Tawhid. Hence, for Ataie to bring up a passage where a name of Allah is given to Muhammad only proves that the Quran has transformed his prophet into a god.

This wouldn’t be the only example of the Quran deifying Muhammad since there are countless number of verses and Islamic narratives that clearly ascribe god-like qualities to him. For additional info we recommend the following articles (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7).

Secondly, Ataie’s statements grossly misrepresent the Muslim position concerning the names and attributes of Allah. Islamic theology doesn’t merely state that Allah’s characteristics such as mercy should not and cannot be ascribed to creatures, but that such qualities cannot be attributed to a creature in their definite forms.

In other words a Muslim is forbidden from ascribing the definite forms of these attributes or names to creatures, e.g. a Muslim is allowed to describe a person as being merciful but s/he is forbidden from calling that individual THE Merciful (AR-Rahman). Or one can speak of someone being Ra’uf (kind) but cannot address the person in question as AR-Ra’uf (THE Most Kind). (1)

As renowned Salafi scholar Dr. Abu Ameenah Bilal Philips puts it:

5. Maintaining the unity of Allaah’s names also means that Allaah’s names in the definite form cannot be given to His creation unless preceded by the prefix ‘Abd meaning "slave of" or "servant of". Many of the Divine names in their indefinite form like Ra’oof and Raheem are allowable names for men because Allaah has used some of them in their indefinite forms to refer to the Prophet …

"A messenger has come to you from among yourselves to whom anything which burdens you is grievous. He is full of concern for you and is full of pity (Ra’oof) and full of mercy (Raheem)."

But ar-Ra’oof (the One Most Full of Pity) and ar-Raheem (the Most Merciful) can only be used to refer to men if they are preceded by ‘Abd as in ‘Abdur-Ra’oof or ‘Abdur-Raheem, since the definite form they represent a level of perfection which only belongs to God. Similarly, names like ‘Abdur-Rasool (slave of the messenger), ‘Abdun-Nabee (slave of the Prophet), ‘Abdul-Husayn (slave of Husayn), etc., where people name themselves slaves to other than Allaah are also forbidden. Based on this principle, the Prophet forbade Muslims from referring to those put under their charge as ‘Abdee (my slave) or Amatee (my slave girl). (2) (Philips, The Fundamentals of Tawheed (Islamic Monotheism) [Islamic Book Service, New Delhi, India, Reprint Edition: 2004], 1. Chapter on the Categories of Tawheed, pp. 14-15)

For those interested in downloading and reading Dr. Philip’s book on Tawhid for free please go here.

Interestingly, even though he refers to al-Hallaj Ataie conveniently fails to tell his readers what happened to this Sufi saint for claiming to be the truth. Dr. Philips, beginning at the 30 minute mark of a lecture which he gave concerning the foundations of Islam, made the following comments concerning this particular Muslim who was condemned for applying Allah’s attributes to himself:

"The statement of al-Hallaj, you know, saying Ana al-Haqq, you know, ‘I am the embodiment of truth,’ you know, as Allah said, describing himself wahu al-Haqq. He describes himself as being al-Haqq. For any Muslim to say Ana al-Haqq he is basically saying ‘I am Allah.’ So he is giving Allah’s attribute of being the, uh, embodiment of truth to himself. This becomes shirk by deification." (Philips, Foundations of Islamic Studies, Part 3; source)

Ana al-Haqq means "I am the Truth," the very statement that the Lord Jesus attributed to himself. Philips goes on to say around the 50 minute mark that:

"And it becomes the justification for al-Hallaj who we spoke about earlier - you know he was from the, uh, 10th century - who claimed Ana al-Haqq. You know, he was a Sufi, uh, he became what they call among the Sufi saints, whose put in the hierarchy of saints and people will call on him, ‘al-Hallaj.’ He was known for this famous statement, Ana al-Haqq. When the Muslim judges brought him before them, you know, and asked him to retract this statement, because of its implications, he stood up in the court and he opened up his cloak and said, ‘There is nothing inside this cloak except Allah.’ So he removed from them any doubts about what he intended. At that point the only thing left to do was to execute him, so they cut off his head. Of course, the Sufis in their books they write that when his head was cut off and it hit the ground rolling it kept on saying, ‘Ana al-Haqq, Ana al-Haqq, Ana al-Haqq.’…"

With the foregoing in mind we now proceed to examine the words of the Lord Jesus in light of certain attributes and functions that the Quran ascribes to Allah. We will also include specific OT passages for good measure. This will help us establish the fact that Jesus did indeed claim to be God without having to use those exact words.

The Truth, the Resurrection and the Life

Yahweh

"loving the LORD your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them." Deuteronomy 30:20

"See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand." Deuteronomy 32:39

Into Your hand I commit my spirit; You have ransomed me, O LORD, God of truth." Psalm 31:5 NASB

"Then they said to Jeremiah, ‘May the LORD be a true and faithful witness against us if we do not act according to all the word with which the LORD your God sends you to us." Jeremiah 42:5

Allah

That is because Allah, He is the Truth, and it is He Who gives life to the dead, and it is He Who is Able to do all things. And surely, the Hour is coming, there is no doubt about it, and certainly, Allah will resurrect those who are in the graves. S. 22:6-7 Hilali-Khan

Wherefore let God be exalted, the King, the Truth (al-haqqu)! There is no god but He! Lord of the stately throne! S. 23:116 Rodwell

Look, therefore, at the prints of Allah's mercy (in creation): how He quickeneth the earth after her death. Lo! He verily is the Quickener of the Dead, and He is Able to do all things. S. 30:50 Pickthall

Jesus

"Jesus said to her, ‘I am THE resurrection and THE life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.’" John 11:25-27

"Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and THE truth, and THE life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’" John 14:6; cf. Colossians 3:3-4

"And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s creation.’" Revelation 3:14


The Living One

Yahweh

"At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to generation;" Daniel 4:34

"I make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end." Daniel 6:26

Allah

And trust thou in the Living One Who dieth not, and hymn His praise. He sufficeth as the Knower of His bondmen's sins, S. 25:58 Pickthall

He is the Living (One): There is no god but He: Call upon Him, giving Him sincere devotion. Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds! S. 40:65 Y. Ali

Jesus

"and THE living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades." Revelation 1:18

It is rather amusing to find Ataie claiming that Jesus never said he is the Giver of life and death in light of the foregoing verses where the Lord emphatically claims to be THE Resurrection and THE Life, the One who gives eternal life and has complete power over death and hades (the netherworld or the place where disembodied spirits dwell)!


The King, the Peace, the Holy and Righteous One

Yahweh

"Then I would still have this consolation — my joy in unrelenting pain — that I had not denied the words of the Holy One." Job 6:10

"The LORD is King for ever and ever; the nations will perish from his land." Psalm 10:16

"Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel." Psalm 22:3

"The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD is enthroned as King forever. The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses his people with peace." Psalm 29:10-11

"From the ends of the earth we hear singing: ‘Glory to the Righteous One.’ But I said, ‘I waste away, I waste away! Woe to me! The treacherous betray! With treachery the treacherous betray!’" Isaiah 24:16

"You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you." Isaiah 26:3

"The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you." Romans 16:20

"Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed." Revelation 15:4

"And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, ‘Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, for you brought these judgments. For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and you have given them blood to drink. It is what they deserve!’ And I heard the altar saying, ‘Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!’" Revelation 16:5-7

Allah

God is He, than Whom there is no other god; - the Sovereign/King (al-maliku), the Holy One (al-quddoosu), the Peace/Source of Peace (al-salamu), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in Might, the Irresistible, the Supreme: Glory to God! (High is He) above the partners they attribute to Him. S. 59:23

Jesus

"Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, ‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!’" Mark 1:23-24

"Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.’" John 6:68-69; cf. Acts 3:14, 7:52, 22:14

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid." John 14:27

"I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." John 16:33

"And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens.’" Revelation 3:7

"Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.’ ‘You are a king, then!’ said Pilate. Jesus answered, ‘You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.’" John 18:36-37

What makes Jesus’ statements all the more astonishing is that he expressly says that he is a king whose kingdom is from another place, with that place being heaven:

"Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?’ ‘I am,’ said Jesus. ‘And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.’" Mark 14:61b-62

Jesus is basically claiming to be the King of heaven, the very place from where Yahweh rules over the entire creation:

"Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits enthroned on high, who stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth?" Psalm 113:5-6

"I lift up my eyes to you, to you whose throne is in heaven." Psalm 123:1

The only way for Christ to make such an astonishing assertion is if he thought of himself and was convinced that he is God, the One who rules from heaven! No wonder Jesus identifies himself as the King of kings and Lord of lords to John in the Revelation which he gave to him:

"The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who testifies to everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen." Revelation 1:1-6 NIV

"They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers." Revelation 17:14; cf. 19:16


The First and the Last

Yahweh

"Who has performed and done this, calling the generations from the beginning? I, the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he." Isaiah 41:4

"Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.’" Isaiah 44:6

"Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I called! I am he; I am the first, and I am the last." Isaiah 48:12

"And he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.’" Revelation 21:6-7

Allah

And to God belongs the First and the Last. S. 53:25 Arberry

He is the First and the Last, and the Outward and the Inward; and He is Knower of all things. S. 57:3 Pickthall

and to Us belong the Last and the First. S. 92:13 Arberry

Jesus

"Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.’" Revelation 1:7-8

"When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, ‘Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.’" Revelation 1:17-18

"And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.’" Revelation 2:8

"‘Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end… I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.’ … He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!" Revelation 22:12-13, 16, 20


The Light

Yahweh

"The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?" Psalm 27:1

"The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give you light; but the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. Your sun shall no more go down, nor your moon withdraw itself; for the LORD will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be ended." Isaiah 60:19-20

Allah

Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The similitude of His light is as a niche wherein is a lamp. The lamp is in a glass. The glass is as it were a shining star. (This lamp is) kindled from a blessed tree, an olive neither of the East nor of the West, whose oil would almost glow forth (of itself) though no fire touched it. Light upon light. Allah guideth unto His light whom He will. And Allah speaketh to mankind in allegories, for Allah is Knower of all things. S. 24:35 Pickthall

Jesus

"Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am THE light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’" John 8:12

"We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am THE light of the world." John 9:4-5


The Lord who comes with the clouds

Yahweh

"An oracle concerning Egypt. Behold, the LORD is riding on a swift cloud and comes to Egypt; and the idols of Egypt will tremble at his presence, and the heart of the Egyptians will melt within them." Isaiah 19:1

"Behold, a day is coming for the LORD, when the spoil taken from you will be divided in your midst. For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the women raped. Half of the city shall go out into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city. Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations as when he fights on a day of battle. On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half southward. And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him." Zechariah 14:1-5

"The chariots of God are twice ten thousand, thousands upon thousands; the Lord is among them; Sinai is now in the sanctuary." Psalm 68:17

The reference to the thousands upon thousands which God rides as his chariots refer to his angelic host:

"As I looked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire. A stream of fire issued and came out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in judgment, and the books were opened." Daniel 7:9-10

"But you have come to Mount Zion. You have come to the Jerusalem in heaven. It is the city of the living God. You have come to a joyful gathering of angels. There are thousands and thousands of them." Hebrews 12:22 NIV

"Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands," Revelation 5:11

Allah

What do they look for, but that God shall come to them in the cloud -- shadows, and the angels? The matter is determined, and unto God all matters are returned. S. 2:210 Arberry

Upon the day that heaven is split asunder with the clouds and the angels are sent down in majesty, the Kingdom that day, the true Kingdom, shall belong to the All-merciful and it shall be a day harsh for the unbelievers. S. 25:25-26 Arberry

No indeed! When the earth is ground to powder, and thy Lord comes, and the angels rank on rank, S. 89:21-22 Arberry

Jesus

"And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven." Mark 13:26-27

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’" Matthew 25:31-40


Concluding Remarks

Our examination here has conclusively shown that, contrary to Ataie’s assertions, the Lord Jesus did claim to be Deity since he ascribes to himself the very unique and exclusive titles and attributes which belong solely to God. Christ spoke in a manner which no true prophet would dare to speak since all of the inspired spokespersons of God were mere mortals and not divine. Jesus, however, is different in that he wasn’t merely human but is actually God who chose to become a man. This accounts for why he spoke the way he did, saying things about himself which only God could say.

All Scriptural citations from the English Standard Version (ESV) of the Holy Bible, unless stated otherwise.

Endnotes

(1) The Quran fails to uphold this principle of Tawhid since it dares to ascribe the definite form of Allah’s names to specific creatures. For example, the Quran says that one of Allah’s names is al-Aziz:

Allah made it not but as a message of good news for you and as an assurance to your hearts. And there is no victory except from Allah, the All-Mighty (al-Aziz), the All-Wise. S. 3:126 Hilali-Khan

He is Allah than Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He) the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His creatures, the All-Mighty (al-Aziz), the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above all that they associate as partners with Him. S. 59:23 Hilali-Khan

Whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth glorifies Allah, the King (of everything), the Holy, the All-Mighty (al-Aziz), the All-Wise. S. 62:1 Hilali-Khan

A title which the Muslim scripture attributes to Potiphar, the Egyptian who took the prophet Joseph in as his slave:

And women in the city said: "The wife of Al-'Aziz is seeking to seduce her (slave) young man, indeed she loves him violently; verily we see her in plain error." S. 12:30 Hilali-Khan

(The King) said (to the women): "What was your affair when you did seek to seduce Yusuf (Joseph)?" The women said: "Allah forbid! No evil know we against him!" The wife of Al-'Aziz said: "Now the truth is manifest (to all), it was I who sought to seduce him, and he is surely of the truthful." S. 12:51 Hilali-Khan

What makes this example all the more amusing is that this erroneously applies an Arabic title to an Egyptian who lived long before the time of Moses and who didn’t even speak Arabic! (Cf. this article)

(2) It is curious to find Jesus referring to his disciples as his servants/slaves:

"If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him." John 12:26

Jesus further informs his followers that they will be persecuted as he had been persecuted since, as his servants, they will undergo similar trials to their master:

"When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, ‘Do you understand what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.’" John 13:12-16

"Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours." John 15:20

Interestingly, Jesus’ disciples went so far as to identify themselves as slaves/servants of God AND OF Christ:

"James, a servant (doulos – slave/bondservant) of God AND OF the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion:" James 1:1

In other places they simply called themselves the slaves of Jesus:

"Paul, a servant (doulos) of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God," Romans 1:1

"Simeon Peter, a servant (doulos) and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:" 2 Peter 1:1

"Jude, a servant (doulos) of Jesus Christ and brother of James, To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:" Jude 1:1

Thus, if Islam is correct that a person cannot be called a slave of another then this provides further attestation that Jesus claimed for himself the very prerogatives and privileges which belong exclusively to God.

*

Examining Jesus’ Divine Claims in light of the Quranic view of Allah’s names and attributes
http://www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/jesus_divine_functions_quran.htm          

By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s 
In the two above articles we examined Jesus’ statements in light of Islamic theology and specific verses from the Quran concerning the names and attributes of Allah and saw how Jesus clearly claimed to be God. 
We will again look to the Quran to find specific titles and characteristics that are applied to Allah and show how the inspired New Testament writings apply these same descriptions to the Person of the Lord Jesus.

We begin by looking at this particular Sura: 

Say: ‘I take refuge with the Lord of men, the King of men, the God of men, from the evil of the slinking whisperer who whispers in the breasts of men of jinn and men.’ S. 114:1-6

It is rather interesting that the NT authors use similar, if not identical, names and depictions for Christ, as we shall now see. 

– The Lord of men
"You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all." Acts 10:36

"For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living." Romans 14:9

"These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth… Their bodies will lie in the street of the great city, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified." Revelation 11:4, 8

– The King of men
"and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth." Revelation 1:5

"They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings — and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers." Revelation 17:14

"I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. ‘He will rule them with an iron scepter.’ He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS." Revelation 19:16

– The God of men
"Thomas said TO HIM, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’" John 20:28-29

"Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen." Romans 9:5

"while we wait for the blessed hope — the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ," Titus 2:13

"But about the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.’" Hebrews 1:8-9 

"Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours… and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." 2 Peter 1:1, 11

– The One who protects from the evil of the slinking whisper
"‘Teacher,’ said John, ‘we saw a man driving out demons IN YOUR NAME and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.’ ‘Do not stop him,’ Jesus said. ‘No one who does a miracle IN MY NAME can in the next moment say anything bad about me,’" Mark 9:38-39

"The seventy-two returned with joy and said, ‘Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.’ He replied, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.’" Luke 10:17-20

"Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune-telling. This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, ‘These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.’ She kept this up for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he turned around and said to the spirit, ‘In the name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!’ At that moment the spirit left her." Acts 16:16-18

"God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them. Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, ‘In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out.’ Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. (One day) the evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?’ Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds. A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power." Acts 19:11-20



And here are some additional suras that mention specific attributes of Allah:

And when thy Lord said to the angels, 'I am setting in the earth a viceroy.' They said, 'What, wilt Thou set therein one who will do corruption there, and shed blood, while We proclaim Thy praise and call Thee Holy?' He said, 'Assuredly I know that you know not.' S. 2:30

He is God; there is no god but He. He is the knower of the Unseen and the Visible; He is the All-merciful, the All-compassionate. He is God; there is no god but He. He is the King, the All-holy, the All-peaceable, the All-faithful, the All-preserver, the All-mighty, the All-compeller, the All-sublime/supreme. Glory be to God, above that they associate! S. 59:22-23

All that is in the heavens and the earth magnifies God, the King, the All-holy, the All-mighty, the All-wise. S. 62:1

Once again, the NT ascribes all of these specific characteristics to the Lord Jesus.

– The All-holy
"The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.’" Luke 1:35

"You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you." Acts 3:14

"Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him—" Acts 7:52

"Then he said: ‘The God of our fathers has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth.’" Acts 22:14

"Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure… But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin… Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work." 1 John 3:2-3, 5, 7-8

"For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin." Hebrews 4:15

"Such a high priest meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens." Hebrews 7:26

– The All-peaceable
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid." John 14:27

"I have told you these things, so that IN ME you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world." John 16:33

"Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called ‘uncircumcised’ by those who call themselves ‘the circumcision’ (that done in the body by the hands of men) — remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near." Ephesians 2:11-17

"For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross." Colossians 1:19-20

"Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful." Colossians 3:15

– The All-faithful
"and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth." Revelation 1:5

"To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation." Revelation 3:14 

– The All-preserver
"Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.’" John 6:35-40

"My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are one." John 10:27-30 

"While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled." John 17:12

"Who are you to judge someone else's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand… For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living." Romans 14:4, 9

"To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy." Jude 1:24

– The All-mighty
"Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these. For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it… I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live… Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned." John 5:19-21, 25, 28-29

"But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body." Philippians 3:20-21

"He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together." Colossians 1:15-17 

"but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word…" Hebrews 1:2-3

– The All-compeller
"For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died." 2 Corinthians 5:14

– The All-sublime/supreme
"And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy." Colossians 1:18

To summarize, Jesus is said to be the Lord of all, the King of all, the God of all, and the One who protects his followers from the harmful affects of the evil one. Moreover, Christ is the All-holy, the One who is completely pure and righteous, the All-peaceable, the One who grants everlasting peace to his followers, the All-faithful, the One who never breaks his promises and can therefore be completely trusted. 
Jesus is also the All-preserver, the One who protects his flock forever, the All-mighty, the All-compeller, he whose love controls and guides his faithful to do all that he desires, and the All-supreme, the One having complete supremacy over all creation.

According to the Muslim scripture, all of these titles and functions belong exclusively to Allah, or God, and therefore proves that, according to the NT, Jesus is God (yet not the Father or the Holy Spirit).

Finally, we need to preface our use of the Quran lest the readers think that we somehow embrace its authority or reliability. We do not quote the Quran because we believe it is inspired or historically accurate, but we cite it to prove to Muslims who do believe in its inspiration and veracity that both Jesus and his followers claimed that Christ is God. The only way they can contest this fact is by undermining the textual veracity and historical reliability of the NT writings, something which would only pose more problems for the Muslim position (*).
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