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The heretical and New Age teachings of John Martin Sahajananda of Shantivanam, Saccidananda Ashram
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On “interreligious dialogue”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNv6SVpfqcc 06:09                                                          https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffw12yy-Ss8 07:21                                                                                                    John Martin Sahajananda, the de facto guru of Saccidananda Ashram, Shantivanam                                                                              Also watch his “four o’clock talk” discourses at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlY4Y7559MA, and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffw12yy-Ss8                                                                                                          
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THE UNHOLY TRINITY

Fr. Jules Monchanin (Swami Parama Arubi Anandam) and Fr. Henri Le Saux (Swami Abhishiktananda) were co-founders of the “Catholic” Ashram at Thaneerpalli, near Tiruchirappalli in Tamil Nadu. The Ashram was taken over by Fr. Bede Griffiths OSB Cam. (Swami Dayananda), a Camaldolese Benedictine who came to India from England.
Popularly known as “Bro. Martin”, John Martin Sahajananda is currently the de facto guru/acharya and major ideological influence at Shantivanam. Foreign visitors look forward to his daily “four o’clock talk” or satsang in an open-air hut that has a large four-directioned black statue of Jesus-the-yogi at its centre.
The printed daily time-table does not list yoga as part of the curriculum though an old, permanent notice board near the dining-hall does. No one can really explain why. It seems that there is no yoga-knowledgeable person available to instruct the enthusiasts. Sahajananda is afflicted with a severe back problem that restrains him from even squatting on the floor (except for photo-ops), leave alone adopting the postures of the yoga that he so much swears by.
According to Le Saux’ chapter OM in his book Prayer, OM is the highest mantra among the Hindus dating back to ancient Vedic times. It is the mantra par excellence for sannyasis and those called to deep contemplative prayer. 

Monchanin wrote of OM in Ermites du Saccidananda, page 179: "The ultimate object of meditation of that which sinks into the ‘Beyond’ and symbol of the ineffable God and the Eternal Word which bursts forth from His silence." 

Bro. Martin Sahajananda goes to great pains to explain this mantra in one of his many heretical books A Reinterpretation of the Good News of Jesus Christ, 2001.

Devoting four pages to explaining the OM, Sahajananda concludes that the three words: OM, Brahman and Atman "are identical… My real ‘I’ is God, Brahman, Atman or OM. This experience communicates with the famous utterance: aham brahma asmi, I am Brahman, I am God."  [Pages 83, 84] "The Upanishads speak of four levels of experience… [At the fourth level] the human consciousness discovers that its true foundation is Brahman or Atman and declares joyously that ‘I am Brahman, I am Atman, I am OM’ or My real ‘I’ is Brahman, Atman or OM." … For Jesus, this moment was at his baptism "where he affirms that ‘I and the Father are one’." [Pages 84, 85] 
Here Sahajananda is teaching Adi Shankaracharya’s non-duality, advaita, that “all is one”, the doctrine of monism which is the core philosophy of the New Age Movement (NAM). 

The Ashram movement is nothing but syncretism, a Hindu way of life, thinly, and vainly, disguised as Christianity. It has opened the door to a multitude of evils which I have documented in various reports.
In December 2004, along with an Italian friend, a Third Order Discalced Carmelite, I made a seven-day visit to the Saccidananda Ashram (I visited a couple of others later on) to get my facts right. 
See the detailed report at http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc and related files on page 15.
My study which was conducted for nearly a year concluded that both, this ashram in particular and the “Catholic” Ashrams movement in general, are New Age and heretical. The satsangs of Sahajananda and his many books/booklets on various religious, moral and spiritual issues provided ample evidence of that, as also of their rejection of the teaching authority of Rome. The ashram leaders militate overtly and covertly for an autonomous Indian Church that is not under the “hegemony” of Rome. They have the support of most leading Indian theologians as well as many Bishops. Bishop Thomas Dabre, the former Chairman of the CBCI’s Doctrinal Commission contributed a two-page article to the Summer 2014 issue of their newsletter: http://www.bedegriffithssangha.org.uk/bgs_newsletter_summer2014_sm.pdf. Bishop Ignatius Mascarenhas of Simla-Chandigarh is one of many Bishops who have sojourned at Shantivanam (and other) Ashrams.
The squatting “Masses” are blasphemous and sacrilegious in that anything goes during the “Mass”, including (when I visited) the distribution of “Communion” by the resident priests during the “Mass” every morning to a British couple “married” to each other by none other than Sahajananda, and to the local Hindus and Brahmins who drop by for the Catholic “prasadam” (the euphemism for the chapatti used as the “host”). 

These Benedictine priests have no say in anything; they are simply administrators. It is Sahajananda who is the ashram’s boss man, the one who draws the tourists and the pilgrims and brings in the dollars and euros.

The saffron-coloured printed brochure of the Bede Griffiths Sangha [sangha=a Buddhist community of believers], Kent, England, states, “Brother Martin Sahajananda, who was with Fr. Bede for 9 years, regularly offers teachings to visitors at Shantivanam and is the Sangha’s anam cara (spiritual friend).”
Sahajananda who openly defies and denies Catholic Church teaching on every conceivable issue has published numerous books and tapes that propagate his heretical teachings is very much in control of the Sangha. He tours Europe (even giving seminars at the residence of leading New Ager Rupert Sheldrake in London) and the USA for several months every year, disseminating his heretical anti-Eucharist, anti-Tradition, anti- Church Sacraments, anti-marriage, pro-autonomous-Indian Church views.

Saccidanandaya Namah (SN) is the Golden Jubilee [2000] Souvenir [published only in 2002] of Saccidananda Ashram, Shantivanam. Sahajananda, who is the subject of our study here, was then the President of Ashram Aikya (or Aikiya = unity), which is the Federation of Ashrams of Catholic Initiative in India formed in 1978.
Shabda Shakti Sangam 

Edited by Vandana Mataji RSCJ, Self-published 1995, available at the NBCLC, Bangalore. 
A Catholic nun who adopted a Hinduised name, she participated in an event at the Findhorn Centre in Scotland which is the world’s leading centre of New Age activity. She was on the CBCI’s National Liturgical Commission for several years and founded the Jeevan Dhara Ashram and later headed the Christa Prema Seva Ashram. 

Shabda Shakti Sangam is loaded from cover to cover with occult material on kundalini, chakras, nadis, the sushumna, energy fields, the astral/vital body, yoga, the OM mantra etc., accompanied by esoteric diagrams, in articles written by her as well as by other Catholic nuns, priests and Hindu contributors. And, although self-published, it is sold at the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India’s National Biblical Catechetical and Liturgical Centre in Bangalore!!!!! It is one of the most perverse Indian “Catholic” publications that I have ever come across (and yet it is endorsed by the Bishops’ Conference/NBCLC).
And, one of the contributors to Shabda Shakti Sangam: “Swami Sahajananda OSB, Yoga Teacher, guru and guide, Sachidananda Ashram, Shantivanam, Trichy; Author.”
The Saccidananda Ashram community’s permanent members (during my December 2004 visit):
Fr. Augustine, who was in his mid-70s 

Fr. Dominic Ayyanikatt, said to be in charge of candidates, novices, postulants 

Fr. George, who recently completed his M. Th. in Kerala, the Superior

Fr. Paul, who is in charge of administrative day-to-day matters

Fr. Amaldas, the youngest of the priests, was ordained by the Bishop of Trichy on 3rd July 2004 

Bro. Michael, the librarian, a very kindly but mentally disturbed old man in his mid-70s 

Bro. George, conspicuous like Fr. Augustine by an apparent non-involvement in the proceedings at daily “Mass”

Bro. Suresh, the odd-job man
Bro. John Martin Sahajananda [was co-in-charge of the Ashram while Fr. George was pursuing his studies]. He is quite withdrawn and reticent except with the foreigners.
None of the community seem to have inherited the role of guru or of acharya of the Ashram, and even the appellation swami does not seem to stick as they are privately known as ‘Father’ this or ‘Brother’ that.

In this report, we will confine our study (as far as is possible) to the erroneous teachings of Sahajananda.
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After Bede’s demise, Shantivanam has no official guru or acharya, though ashram leader Vandana Mataji says, “If a christian ashram is attempted without a guru or an acharya, I think it would involve great difficulties, even should it be possible… The ashram is born, lives and at times dies with the guru, unless his spirit is made to live on in some successors,” Gurus, Ashrams and Christians, pages 57, 58. 

Sahajananda (b. 1955), who has developed on the founders’ teachings, is acknowledged as the de facto guru. Discontinuing his theological studies at St. Peter’s Seminary in Bangalore, during which time he encountered the writings of Bede and was inspired by them, he moved to Shantivanam in 1984 and was Bede’s disciple till Bede’s death in 1993. “He wrote a brief comparative study of Sankara and Meister Eckhart (a favourite of Zen masters and Vedanta scholars) which widened his horizons.” “Hindu-Christian dialogue has been his passion”, and he “teaches Indian-Christian spirituality to the visitors to the ashram”. “He has visited England and other European countries to give lectures on his ‘New Vision of Christianity **for the next Millennium’.” 

The apparent reason why Sahajananda ‘discontinued’ his theological studies and ‘left his diocese’ is, as per the back outer cover of all his books, that he left Bangalore to join Bede at the Ashram. But more truthful reasons for his leaving the seminary are given by him in one of his books [see, his book no. 2, at the top of page 8 in the present file].
My enquiries reveal the possibility that Bede must have got to understand Sahajananda's ultra-radical views on theological matters, and in those earlier times, Bede may not have approved, it is said. Opinion is that either the Camaldolese too decided not to send him for theological studies or Sahajananda himself might have decided that he did not want the priesthood. Whatever the reason, he did not figure prominently in the succession struggle that ensued after Bede’s death (see Catholic Ashrams report). 

**What is this “New Vision of Christianity” of Sahajananda?
At Shantivanam what you get is syncretism, a whole lot of advaita garnished with New Age ideologies, a railing against all forms of dogmatism and organized religion [read as ‘the Catholic Church’], and a rejection of accepted teaching on Biblical revelation which is itself skillfully re-interpreted, and presented as a “New Vision of Christianity for the next Millennium.”
This “Christianity” has simply no resemblance to the Christianity of the apostolic or any other tradition. What emerges from the teachings at the ashram is something I would label as ‘Ashram Theology’, since my research has shown that this approach and worldview is not confined to Shantivanam alone, but is adopted and propagated to a greater or lesser extent at the various Catholic ashrams in the country, including the CBCI’s NBCLC.
The repeated emphasis in ashram literature is that the ashram is meant for anyone who is on a “spiritual quest… the main focus must be a search for God… the search for the Absolute, the Supreme and the Ultimate. Therefore there is no end to the search. A relentless search and a non-stop movement.”
It was my personal experience with the ashramvasis at Shantivanam that they were, without exception, all still ‘searching’, and a few of them had been there many times over, and would certainly return here again. In this Catholic centre, one wonders what happened to Jesus and his various “I am…” declarations including John 14:6, but these very words of Jesus have been distorted to preach a new gospel that integrates with the ashram’s New Age teachings and their “New Vision of Christianity”.
From Sahajananda’s book “Human Being is Greater than Religion - A Reinterpretation of the Good News of Jesus Christ” [page numbers in brackets]

Pages 132-142 from which I have cited below are captioned “A New Vision of Christianity”.
“For two thousand years Christianity, in the name of good news, has been unconsciously proclaiming Jesus the oppressor, who says ‘I have discovered that I am the only beloved son of God… All are condemned to be my disciples and worship me… Christianity has killed Jesus spiritually by reducing his teaching [into] a set of dogmas and put him into an intellectual tomb and stood at the entrance as a guardian of that body to protect it so that others cannot take it… There have been billions of Christians from the beginning of Christianity and there are more than a billion Christians today, but a Christian is yet to be born officially. Christianity has yet to give birth to a Christian. She has been conceiving since two thousand years but could not give birth to one Christian… Only after one’s death a person can be free from her… One has to leave Christianity in order to be born into Christianity… Christianity has transformed herself into a Herod and preoccupied herself with power, position and continuity and been killing every child who appeared to be a threat to her power…” [132–137]
“When the phenomenal ‘I’ is renounced, one discovers the ‘I’ of the son or daughter of God. If one is bold enough to renounce even that ‘I’…one discovers the ‘I’ of God and says ‘My real ‘I’ is God’ or ‘I am God’.” [132]
On the Eucharist:

“For two thousand years Christianity has been teaching that only the Eucharist* is the body and blood of Christ and only the priest has the power to change the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ. But in the third millennium Christianity will proclaim that the whole universe is the body and blood of God and the whole universe is Christ and the Eucharist.” [140]

On page 83 of my 2005 Catholic Ashrams report, I had, after extensive documentation, summarised:

We see the New Vision of Christianity become a New Vision of Reality which Swami Sachidananda Bharati of the Dharma Bharathi ashram*** identifies thus: “A holistic vision of reality is slowly replacing the old mechanical and materialistic model… [an] emerging integral vision of reality.” 

The New Age in the Catholic Ashrams Movement stands exposed and reconfirmed yet again.
***The links to the Dharma Bharathi Ashram files are on page 16.
Sahajananda’s satsangs or discourses
Reinterpretation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ: The Gospel according to John Martin Sahajananda

Sat-sangh means the ‘meeting of the good’ or ‘fellowship of the saints’. It is usually part of an ashram’s daily programme. One cannot help but get the impression that the satsanghs are the centre-piece of this ashram’s daily time-table. They are held every evening after tea for about an hour in the open yoga hut. The proceedings of these [‘indoctrination’ is the adjective that I would use] sessions are predictable. Sahajananda invites questions from the sadhakas [seekers], and his answers to them supplement the revolutionary ideas that he espouses in the several books that he has authored. His die-hard devotees, constituting almost a cultic following, take great delight when he pontificates, especially when he indulges in his favourite sports of Church-bashing and shooting down of traditional Christian teachings and values with his parables and personal interpretations. The satsanghs help boost his book sales and generate invitations to speak in Europe. Some selected notes taken by this writer using an audio tape recorder:

[Sahajananda’s teachings and writings can be easily equated to what we read in the Ashrams report, page 12, regarding the New Age “A Course in Miracles”. Also see A COURSE IN MIRACLES-BIBLE OF THE NEW AGE MOVEMENT]
On the difference between Hinduism & Buddhism: 

“Buddha says the cause of suffering is desire, the cause of desire is ignorance and the way out is the 8-fold path to purify one’s desire. In Hinduism, the way to escape suffering is to know who you really are. There is no moral purification but only an enquiry. Yoga is a means to stop desire and the movement of the mind. This is the conflict between Krishna and Arjun, Wisdom and Action, Nyaya and Karma. The relationship between the two is bhakti. That’s why I say that the Bhagavad Gita is a very, very important book.”
[To truly appreciate Sahajananda, one has to personally witness his zeal and enthusiasm in explaining the Bhagavad Gita and its message, as compared to when he is compelled to comment on traditional Biblical interpretations.]

On yoga: 
Can Christians do yoga? “Yoga is not a theistic system, one does not have to believe in God to practise it.”
On the Law of Karma: 
During a satsangh discourse, this writer protested that Jesus said the man born blind was thus so that ‘the glory of God may be revealed’. Sahajananda asked how a blind man can reveal God’s glory. His interpretation was: “Jesus said that so that we can understand how we ourselves can be divine in such situations.”
On the Trinity: 
"The language used (by the Church) is old and dogmatic, and does not appeal to us or have any meaning for us today."
On Jesus: 
“That Jesus is God and worked miracles, okay I believe in it, but it doesn’t mean anything for my spiritual life.” The historical Jesus is recognized by Sahajananda, but “the real quest”, he says, “is for the eternal [elaborated upon in his book Duality and Non-duality… page 8 below] Jesus in each one of us. For that matter, it may be the eternal Buddha or the eternal Krishna… which is the Supreme Consciousness.” 
When speaking of Jesus, it is often deprecatingly, as in “Jesus is after all…”
Sahajananda uses the simile of a boat to compare with Christ or of religion in general. The meaning is, just as one leaves a boat after one crosses a river or stream, one must leave Jesus when one has crossed one’s present circumstances or search or whatever. Take what you can from him, perhaps learn what you can from him, and leave him and GET ON WITH IT. After all, after crossing the river you do not carry the boat with you, are the views of Sahajananda.
In the Bible story, when Jesus walks on water, “he leaves the boat of religion and enters into a direct contact with God,” [Foreword, Sahajananda’s “Human Being is Greater than Religion - A Reinterpretation of the Good News of Jesus Christ”, further below, page 7]. 

Bruno Barnhart, OSB Cam [a Camaldolese Benedictine and disciple of Bede], in a talk on May 21, 2000, at the U.S. ashram of Sr. Pascaline Coff OSB said, of Bede that “He stepped off the boat into a world in which men and women were one with the earth and all its living creatures.” 

In his book “Bede Griffiths-A Sage and a Prophet” page 10 below, Sahajananda says: “Religions are like… vehicles human beings use to reach the goal… Religions cannot enter into God.” Sahajananda advises one to “get out of the” vehicle of religion to reach one’s goal. [14] 
One of Sahajananda’s most-repeated lines is this: “human beings are greater than religions.”
On Biblical truths: 
“The Psalms were considered to have been inspired by God…” 

Sahajananda always refers to “the existence of a so-called heaven” and a “so-called hell.”
In one session, he rejects all dogma and convinces us, to applause and laughter, that we are all not sinners.

“Hindus begin with the affirmation that you are ultimately Brahman, so the ‘Dark Night of the Soul’ is not so dark for them as in the Christian tradition.” [Laughter]. 
“The sense of guilt, sense of sin, fear of God as a policeman, fear of judgement and satan and hell, is very strong in the Christian tradition.” [Laughter]. 
He quotes Swami Vivekananda as saying that Christians are obsessed with sin and satan, and if they were only as obsessed with the divine it would be better. [Laughter]. 
Sahajananda is critical of what he calls the “fear of hell and greediness for heaven” in Christianity.
On God: 
In response to the question “Is God personal or impersonal?”
“The Buddha was wise. He didn’t commit himself. My advice is, speak of God, but don’t make a dogma of it.”

On the Catholic Church:
He strongly criticizes it for saying that there is only a ‘ray of hope’ in other religions. (Document Nostra Aetate)
On the use of mantras:

In response to an observation from me that the westerners do not know the meaning of the mantras they were repeating, Sahajananda explained that “mantras have the capacity of sending out ‘vibrations’, and when they are repeated, messages are sent to the ‘energy centres’ and the brain. It’s better one does not know the meaning, because the main reason for the repetition is to stop the mind from working.”
More erroneous teachings:
Discussion of one Cheri Huber’s book There’s Nothing Wrong With Me. 

A participant: “That something is wrong with us is a primal lie.” 
Sahajananda: “I think that’s a good way of putting it.”

And so, much discussion is centered on getting rid of one’s ego [and not on sin and repentance for sin]. To describe the attempt to destroy the ego with violence, Sahajananda uses the analogy of St. Michael battling with satan: “It simply doesn’t work that way. The serpent is the most cunning of all the animals. Substitute ‘serpent’ with ‘ego’… The purpose of every religion is to free us from the ego to bring us closer to God. But, have they succeeded? [Laughter]. Even if someone says that he is a Christian, it is a manifestation of the subtle ego because it separates him from others. Functional labels [‘I am an Indian’] are okay, not psychological labels that create religious boundaries…” 
“The ego is not created by God.” “…Every God has his vehicle, Shiva the bull, Vishnu the eagle, Saraswati the swan. For us this vehicle is the human ego.” [The serpent is one’s ‘ego’, he explains. We must rid ourselves of our serpents…]
During one of his satsangs, I questioned Sahajananda on his subjective approach to sin. His response:
“The problem comes when human life is lived only according to the Ten Commandments… There is a danger in their absoluteness. God said, I will take away your heart of stone … He did not give Jesus any commandments. His message only was, You are my son. God now reveals [truth] only through a person’s heart. According to Mosaic Law the woman caught in adultery was to be stoned. What did Jesus tell the people who caught her? He who has not committed the sin cast the first stone. It means, You decide what you want to do. There is NO absolute answer. Jesus’ answer used to change in different situations.” 
We moved on to a discussion on homosexuality and on abortion. 
Sahajananda’s position: “There is NO absolute answer.”
Adrian Rance, who was married by Sahajananda, remarked, “Christian tradition says that God died on the cross…” [Here, a woman participant actually shakes her head in disagreement with a basic Christian creed]. “…I can’t make sense of that,” Rance finishes.

Sahajananda: “I myself have struggled to accept that.” 
Refusing to say that God did become man and die on the cross, Sahajananda skillfully avoided a commitment by comparing the ‘contradicting’ genealogies of Jesus in the Gospels.

“Death is a symbol” Sahajananda explains. “We like to talk in terms of symbols. The ‘virgin birth’ is something like that. [Laughter]. The ‘virgin birth’ only symbolises a break with the past and a new birth from above. It means that everyone has similarly to become spiritually a virgin to give birth to the eternal truth.”
Rance first came to the ashram in 1990. On a visit here 2 or 3 years ago, he met Jill Hemmings, and Sahajananda witnessed their “marriage” later in England. Both are previously married, their spouses are alive, and they have children and grandchildren from those marriages. This is no secret to all in the community. Jill, who is hearing impaired, once remarked quite loudly “I can’t bear that symbol”, concerning the crucifix. She and Adrian are daily communicants. They profess belief in reincarnation.
Sahajananda says with great pride that Marx, Sartre, Nietzsche* and atheist thinkers were his gurus in his formation. He read Christian theologians and “found nothing in them”. He reveals that he quoted from Nietzsche in his earliest book, though Nietzsche ‘rebelled against the God of the Christians and spits venom on Him’, but later removed the references. Bede Griffiths reportedly told him “It is good. You must learn from atheists.”
*In a November 12, 2004 report, Zenit says, “John Paul II has referred to Sigmund Freud, Karl Marx and Friedrich Nietzsche as the ‘masters of suspicion’ because they espoused that the heart is at odds with itself and therefore cannot be trusted.” 
Nietzsche? Well, he’s the one who announced to the world, “God is dead”. According to the New Dictionary of Catholic Spirituality, page 382, these gurus of Sahajananda considered faith and trust in God as “the enemy of our human wholeness.” Jean-Paul Sartre was an existentialist.

The 2003 Vatican Document on the New Age says that in New Age “there is a general accord with Nietzsche’s ideas that Christianity has prevented the full manifestation of genuine humanity,” #2.3.4.1.                                 

“Never absolutize any image. To absolutize something is to kill it. We may try to define it, but never absolutize it.” 
Referring to Christianity and Catholic tradition he continues “Don’t have one position that explains everything. In Hinduism there are different explanations of God and creation. Christ can say ‘I and God are one’, but the Christian cannot because of the Bible theory of creation, whereas it is possible in Hinduism.” 
He explains the three ways of understanding the relationship between God and man in Hinduism:

Dvaita: Duality. God and creation are separate [This is the Christian position, and that of Madhva]

Vishistadvaita: Qualified non-duality. God is creator, but creation is the extension of God [Ramanuja]  

Advaita: Non-duality. God and creation are one [Sankara’s monism]. When Jesus said “I and the Father are one”, he meant the whole of creation is one. “‘You and God are one’ is the Ultimate Wisdom.”
According to Sahajananda, Bede said that Christ is the Satguru, but the fact is that Bede is still the guru and the Bishops are happy with that. “It’s a political thing…” he explains.
Sahajananda’s books
A detailed examination of Sahajananda’s books is a must because, and it cannot be over-emphasized, Sahajananda’s ideologies are solely the ones that are imbibed by the visitors to the Ashram. His satsanghs and writings are like the theory that goes with the practical course. 

I was shocked to hear Fr. Paul OSB, the Superior, state this in his homily on 20th December 2004: “God does not appear in organized religion. He appears to us when we go to him in the centre of us.” Which is what Sahajananda teaches.

It cannot be concluded from this that every priest in the community is in agreement with Sahajananda on everything he says and writes. But one has to appreciate that Sahajananda has been holding and teaching these revolutionary views at Shantivanam for over three decades without being restrained or admonished. They did not appear all of a sudden, but were developed and fine-tuned over many years and put into print [and re-prints]. Even if they attempt to disassociate themselves from his teachings, which are downright New Age, heretical and blasphemous, Sahajananda’s superiors- they are after all Catholic priests- have permitted him to indulge in his ‘ministry’. Silence is complicity. 

And, after all it is Sahajananda’s connections and goodwill that are bringing in many visitors, and almost all of the bucks. 

The word is around that the ideology is not as important anymore as much as the popularity of the ashram is. If Sahajananda’s activities are disturbed, international ‘business’ will be badly affected. Moreover there is the association with Camaldolese Benedictines for whom Sahajananda is now apparently their key person at Shantivanam.  

Sahajananda always gives full credit to Fr. Bede, but, as someone remarked, “It’s Bede’s name, but Martin’s game.”

Sahajananda is the de-facto guru of the ashram, carrying on Bede’s legacy through his writings and teachings. So, let us see what he says in his books. I can honestly say that I heard or read nothing, repeat NOTHING, remotely Catholic or Christian in any of Sahajananda’s satsanghs or books. In another age he would have found himself on the Index of Forbidden Books, and till only recently, his writings would have been declared heretical, blasphemous, or at the least, doctrinally erroneous. [INDEX OF PROHIBITED BOOKS http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDEX_OF_PROHIBITED_BOOKS.doc]

But in this New Age Hinduised Indian Church, he can get away with all of the above heresies, and the following:  
Book No. 1.  A ‘REINTERPRETATION’ OF THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST!

Human Being is Greater than Religion - A Reinterpretation of the Good News of Jesus Christ, 2001 
[Page numbers are furnished within brackets in the citations from all of Sahajananda’s books]
[This book is already touched upon in pages 4 and 5 of the present file, above]

On sin: “Sin is a falling away of our awareness from the Real to the Unreal…” [66] See also book no. 5 

On evil: “God is the only Absolute Reality. Evil is not an absolute reality. Evil belongs to the world of duality… there is no fight between God and evil since there are not two independent realities.” [72]

Explaining the meaning of Jesus’ call to ‘repent’: “The word ‘repent’ is not doing something positively, but rather renouncing all doings, all movements… What we have to do is stop all our movement and realise that we are already in God.” [5]…“To repent one has to believe in the good news that God is everywhere.” [131] 

What is the good news of Jesus?: “The good news of Jesus consists in two statements: ‘I am the light of the world’ and ‘You are the light of the world’.” [128]
On ‘OM’: Devoting four pages to explaining the OM, Sahajananda concludes that the three words: OM, Brahman and Atman “are identical… My real ‘I’ is God, Brahman, Atman or OM. This experience communicates with the famous utterance: aham brahma asmi, I am Brahman, I am God.” [83, 84]

“The Upanishads speak of four levels of experience… [At the fourth level] the human consciousness discovers that its true foundation is Brahman or Atman and declares joyously that ‘I am Brahman, I am Atman, I am OM’ or My real ‘I’ is Brahman, Atman or OM.”… For Jesus, this moment was at his baptism “where he affirms that ‘I and the Father are one’.” [84, 85] Here we see an explanation of OM quite different from that given in the ashram literature. Sahajananda is also saying that, in effect, all is one. Monism. New Age!
On Jesus, the Church and Christianity: “Peter representing the disciples said ‘You are Christ, the Son of the living God’. The addition ‘the Son of the living God’ is certainly an addition, an afterthought.” [108] 

“By giving an identity of Jesus… as the Son of God, his followers have received an identity as Christians … second grade children and thus created a kind of spiritual apartheid between Christ and Christians… Now the time has come in which Christianity has to… liberate itself from this spiritual slavery.” [110, 111]

“Christianity has been living in the memory of Jesus Christ… As long as one is living in the womb of the memory, one is living a second-hand human existence… Christian (Catholic) memory has become a mother who wants only to conceive but does not want to give birth… [Such a mother] kills her children in her womb… It is terrifying when one realizes what Christianity is doing in the name of Christ.” [113]

“The danger of any spiritual memory is that when it closes her womb, then it becomes evil.” [114]

King Herod is a type of the Catholic Church: “King Herod represents an established power structure… Any new idea, any new proposal, any new movement, any new charismatic person is seen as a threat to its power and position… Any threat to its continuity is crushed mercilessly.” [120]
“Announcing half the Gospel produces a God, a Christ, a Religion and a Church with boundaries excluding others and they all become like Herod who had boundaries to protect or expand.” [See page 66 of book no. 4]
Book No. 2. 
A Parable of the Kingdom of God, 2002
In the section My Encounter With God, Sahajananda tells about his background, life in the Minor [“As the days passed, it turned out to be a horrible experience. So far I had seen the priesthood from the outside and now I was seeing it from within”], and later, Major Seminary, his disenchantment with philosophy and theology, and his enlightenment [he ‘finds the Kingdom of God’]. 
“First published in 1985 with the title The Manifesto of the Kingdom of God”, the book is a collection of parables that he uses to illustrate his personal interpretations on every issue from truth to tradition, from scripture to the Kingdom of God, from knowledge to intuition.

Book No. 3. ANOTHER ‘REINTERPRETATION’ OF THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST
You Are The Light - Rediscovering the Eastern Jesus, 2003
It “is a fresh interpretation of the message of Jesus from within the context of Hindu-Christian dialogue… It embraces the insights of older traditions to deliver… [an] inspiring vision for the renewal of Christianity.”
“God and human beings are ultimately one, just as water and ice, although they are experienced as separate, are ultimately one. This understanding that God and creation are not two separate realities is revealed in the famous statement of Jesus ‘I and the Father are one’. Unfortunately human beings, out of ignorance, and not realising that they are already in God have created ways and means that we call religions to ‘reach’ God.” [12]
“Today sharing the good news of Jesus is to announce the dignity of human beings, all of whom have the potential to transcend religions and ‘ways’ to God and declare boldly ‘I am the way, the truth and the life’.” [13]

“When Jesus said ‘I am the truth’ and ‘I am the life’, we should not identify the ‘I’ of Jesus with his limited and unreal ‘I’. The ‘I’ of Jesus making this statement is his real ‘I’ who is God… The real ‘I’ of Jesus, as the universal consciousness in which all of humanity is present, is the way, the truth and the life.” [211]

“The statement ‘Aham Brahmasmi’ is made only by the real ‘I’ which is God. So, when a person says ‘I am God’, it actually means that he or she has realized that his or her real self is God, Brahman, light, life and so on. Instead of saying ‘I am God’, it might be safer to say ‘My real I is Brahman or God’… Such a person then utters the second great statement ‘Tattvamasi’ which means ‘You are that’ or ‘You are God’.” [199]

In Chapter 20, we have Sahajananda’s reinterpretation of The Lord’s Prayer and finally his substitute for it “in the language of the Indian sages”, which is: 
“The Source of our Being/ Lead us from un-holiness to holiness/ From fragmentation to wholeness/  From conflict to harmony/ From time to eternity/ From sin to grace/ From duality to unity/ From darkness to light.”
Book No. 4. 
Duality and Non-Duality, and Three Wise Men from the West, 2003
On Jesus’ words on the wheat and the chaff [Matthew 3: 11-12], Sahajananda: “The mission of Jesus is to burn the chaff. The chaff is the symbol of the unreal [impermanent] and the wheat is the symbol of the Real and eternal.” [12]

On John 14: 6, “I am the way, the truth and the life”, [see book 3 above] Sahajananda concludes, “A person who says ‘I am the way, the truth and the life’ will not ask others to follow him. He can only invite people to discover this potentiality for themselves and declare ‘I am the way, the truth and the life’.” [54] 

In the chapter of his book titled ‘I am the way, the truth and the life’: “Christianity is not the only way, it is not the perfect way, but it is one of the ways. It is a way to God. There is no obligation to believe in Christ.” [24, 25]
On pages 27 and 20 of book 7, coming up below, he opines: “To say ‘I am the way, the truth and the life’ is to be free from all belief structures. To believe in something is to be under that belief. To say ‘I am the way, the truth and the life’ is to affirm that the human being is greater than belief.”  “Believe in the Good News that you are in God… and you have the possibility of realising that you and God are one. You have the possibility of saying ‘I am the way, the truth and the life’. There is no ultimate truth in the religions and their doctrines. Truth is the human person. Human being is the way, the truth and the life.” 

Apart from reinterpretation of the Bible [see book 1, above], Sahajananda expunges Scripture words that he may find difficult to explain in the Bible as they don’t fit into his scheme of things:

On being ‘Born again’: He quotes John 3: 4, 5 to read as “Unless you are born again (or born from above or born of spirit) you cannot enter the kingdom of God.” [48] The words “of water and” are omitted by him.

On the same subject, on page 38 of book no. 5 coming up below, when quoting the same verse, Sahajananda includes his comment that the word “WATER [was] PROBABLY ADDED LATER” in the Bible.
On  the  Samaritan  woman [John 4]: “The message of Jesus helped her to dig the well within herself and to find the living water within so that she did not need to go to the wells of others, either of Jacob or of Jesus.” [51]

Explaining the symbols of “three archetypes”, the virgin, the child and the wise men in the Infancy Narrative: Sahajananda teaches, “We are aware today how the symbols of Christian tradition have become irrelevant for the spiritual needs of [the] present generation… Spiritually, a virgin is one who blocks the historical process of the God of memory and opens herself to the living reality of the God of eternity… To become like a child means to free oneself from all the conditionings… A wise person is one who has reached the boundary or limit of his own religion and realizes the relativity of those boundaries.” [48-52]
On  the  founders  of  Shantivanam: “These three wise men from the west, who were guided by the star of wisdom to journey to the east to the village of Thannirpalli, to the stable of Shantivanam, had found the Eternal Word born of a Virgin. This Word transcends the Christian churches and all religions, thus transcends both ecumenism and interreligious dialogue.” [68] 
Sahajananda always differentiates between the ‘historical’ and the ‘eternal’. One has to ‘transcend’ the ‘historical’ Jesus or Word and be concerned with their ‘eternal’ aspects, he teaches.

On Church tradition: “Tradition usually reveals or presents the theoretical will of God in unnecessary and awesome fullness making it a heavy burden to bear through life’s journey.” [62]
Book No. 5. 
Truth Will Make You Free, 2003

More on tradition (and ‘half the gospel’): “Unfortunately Christian tradition limited Jesus’ message to only one side of the coin and completely neglected the other side. ‘I am the way, the truth and the life’ and ‘You are the way, the truth and the life’ are the two sides of the coin of the good news of Jesus just as Jesus also said ‘I am the light of the world’ and ‘You are the light of the world’. The reason why Christianity is in deep crisis in the west is that it has been announcing only half the truth of the gospel.” [11]
“Christians have grown enough to see the limitations of their spiritual tradition and are ready to come out of her womb or [are] rather already out of it unofficially. In order that this birthing happens officially, Christianity needs to become spiritually a virgin like Mary. She must be willing to give birth to children who will be greater than she. Then only she becomes a virgin mother. Until then she be called only a pregnant woman.” [12]
On the Eucharist, qualified non-dualism; and ‘the interconnectedness of all things’ (New Age): 

“If [God’s] creating out of nothing is understood in the sense that there is a gulf between God and human beings, then it is not a very liberating theory as it denies the possibility of [our] entering into the heart of God … Creation is the body and blood of God… which means that it is the manifestation of God, the finite expression of the infinite.” [16-18]. 
On page 17 of book no.4, explaining the Eucharistic mystery and Jesus’ words ‘This is my body…’: “[Jesus] realised that just as he was the body and blood of God, so also the whole of creation is the body and blood of God.” 

To suit his arguments, Sahajananda alternates between advaitic i.e. monistic [all-is-one] explanations or, as in this instance, a vishistadvaitic i.e. qualified nondualistic or even pantheistic [everything is God] explanation. 

In case after case, he avoids dealing with the issue of sin and man’s fallenness, man’s only problem being his ‘ego’, his ‘ignorance’ of who he is, what his potential is, what his manifesto or true purpose is.

“When a human being says that ‘I and God are one’ it only means that the whole of creation is one with God. Just as from the scientific point of view matter is energy and energy is matter, so also from the spiritual point of view consciousness is matter and matter is consciousness. In order to enter into this level of experience, one has to do the yagna or sacrifice of the ego which ignorantly thinks that it is independent of God and thus creates a wall of duality between God & itself. This wall is not real but imaginary as it is created by ignorance. By removing this imaginary veil of ignorance… one’s consciousness realises that ‘I and Brahman are one’.” [20]

Here Sahajananda clearly demonstrates the influence of New Age ‘sciences’ on his thinking and teaching. 

On page 128 of book 1 [above]: “Jesus made this research interiorly to find out the foundation of his human consciousness and he discovered that [it] is God, and he is the expression of the Father, they are one and the same. ‘I and the Father are one’ (John 10:30). THEY ARE NOT TWO REALITIES. ‘He and God’ but only one God and he is his manifestation. GOD AND CREATION ARE NOT TWO REALITIES. God is the only reality and creation is his manifestation.” 
Sahajananda uses the same analogy on pages 18, 19 of book 4 above, to claim that “Jesus discovered spiritually that God is the only reality and creation is the manifestation of God in time and space. ‘Sarvametat Brahma’: ‘All this is the manifestation of God’. That is why Jesus said ‘This is my body and this is my blood’. Just as I and the Father are one so also I and the whole of creation are one… This is Christian non-duality.”
And on pages 16 and 25 of book 7 below, he says in his ‘Teaching of the Story of the Garden of Eden’, “Humanity is inter-connected. [That’s New Age] All our choices affect the others, either positively or negatively.” [See book no. 9 below] 
In the context of reincarnation: “Each human mind is connected to every other mind so it is possible that some memories can enter into the conscious level like the downloading of material from the Internet.”
“God will be Emmanuel, with us and within us (vishistadvaitic experience). Jesus inaugurates this new covenant at the moment of his baptism and takes it little further into advaitic experience. He could say boldly that he and God are one… Jesus does not abolish the dualistic and qualified non-dualistic relationships but opens them to a new possibility of non-duality. ‘I have not come to abolish the law but to fulfill the law’ he said.” [53, 54]
[Note for the reader: The term for the ontological non-duality of Shankara is advaita or monism.]
More on sin:  Sin is simply dualism. “One has to grow from duality to qualified non-duality and from there to non-duality... Sin is a refusal to grow, or block[ing] the growth of others.” [55]

“As long as we have a physical body and live in this world of time and space, we need to relate with God and with one another in a functional duality though we know that we are ontologically one with God and one another as there is only one Reality… If there is anyone on record who made the statement ‘I am God’, it was Master [sic] Echart [sic] of Germany who said that a spiritually poor person is one who says ‘I and God are one’. But he was condemned as a heretic. Perhaps in that particular time and spiritual tradition no one could have imagined the possibility of non-dualistic experience. But today Christians are ready for it.” [57, 58]

More on the Eucharist: “The ritual of the Eucharist that the priest celebrates in the Church is meant to reveal to the people who they really are and what they have to do… It reveals that human beings are ultimately one with the divine. They are the body and blood of God. In order to realise this truth, they have to sacrifice their ignorant self, in which the lower becomes the higher. SYMBOLICALLY, the bread and wine become the body and blood of Christ or God. This should not be understood in the sense of cannibalism. We are not eating physical flesh and physical blood, which would be a crude interpretation. The above becomes below and the below becomes above.” [28] 

“There is only one way to God: it is to renounce or sacrifice one’s ego, the ignorant self, and find one’s True self… If we sacrifice our ignorant self, then human relationships become sacred… Sexual relationships are the expressions of this sacrifice. Making love becomes the most intimate way of celebrating the Eucharist.” [24]

[Note for the reader: A reminder: Keep in mind that at the Indian rite squatting Mass in this Ashram, there is no restriction on anyone  receiving Holy Communion: ‘post-Christians’, atheists, theosophists, Hindus, couples living together outside of marriage, seekers of every shade, most of whom don’t know whether they are coming or whether they are going. Such teachings on the Eucharist as those of Sahajananda who apparently denies transubstantiation would be the primary reason for the sacrileges].

More on the Catholic Church: “Religion which is based on the Scriptures takes away human will and intellect. The followers are not supposed to think and will independently and the religious authorities demand absolute obedience from their followers. Faith is often defined (in the Catholic Church) as the assent of the will and the intellect to the formulas of the particular belief structure. If anyone dissents, then one might be excommunicated. In this sense, the followers are killed as they have no intellect and will of their own. They are like dead bodies which can be carried where the authorities want.” [33]

“Some Christians think that by just believing in Jesus they can be saved… In the Catholic Church there are more than a billion followers but no one can think independently and will independently. One person thinks for everyone and wills for everyone. One billion people without will and intellect being killed, carried by one person. [The Pope?] This is a complete perversion of the life-giving message of Jesus Christ.” [45]

More on ‘Born again’: “The rebirth which Jesus spoke of to Nicodemus was the transition from the womb of religion into the universal presence of God. It is to come out of the God of history, scriptures and tradition and to enter into the realm of originality and creativity. Scriptures and tradition limit the nature of God.” [39] 
John 8:32 reads “The truth will set you free…” For Sahajananda, “truth will make you free”. Whose truth? His?
Book No. 6. 

Bede Griffiths - A Sage and a Prophet, 2004
That Sahajananda was influenced by and inherited Bede’s teachings is his self-confession: 
“When I was studying my theology… I happened to read an article of Fr. Bede on Christian advaita. Fr. Bede wrote saying that many Christians are dualists. This cannot be so. God is the only absolute reality and we are only relative reality… Fr. Bede was saying that Christianity was a dualistic religion, which limited the possibility of God experience to the dualistic level and maybe to the vishistadvaitic level to the mystics, but closed the door to the advaitic experience to her followers, limiting that experience only to Jesus. Jesus opened the door to the possibility of non-dual experience to humanity, but Christianity closed it. The vision of Fr. Bede was that Christianity should rediscover this non-dual experience and open it to her followers. This brought revolution in my thinking. It was like dynamite coming closer to the fire…” [1, 5]

“Fr. Bede said that he came to India to discover the other half of his soul [See pages 17-18, 48-49 of the Ashrams report].The other half of his soul was the advaitic experience of God which was not a possibility in the Christian tradition… It was a journey from the known into the unknown… In this sense Fr. Bede became to me an archetype of spiritual journey to follow. It is this journey which Jesus calls searching for the kingdom of God.” Sahajananda cites Mt 6:33. [11, 12]                          
More on religion[s]: “Religions are like… vehicles human beings use to reach the goal… Religions cannot enter into God.” Sahajananda advises one to “get out of the” vehicle of religion to reach one’s goal. [14] 
One of Sahajananda’s most-repeated lines is this: human beings are greater than religions [recall ‘the boat’ simile].

On repentance: “Through repentance we have to renounce our ignorance and realize that we are already in God. Subjectively it is the realisation of our ultimate identity with God in which human beings can say ‘I and God are one’. This also implies that human beings are greater than religions.”

Ignorance is sin. (More below) That’s one of the underpinnings of both Hinduism/yoga and New Age.

Book No. 7. 

From Becoming to Unfolding, 2004
In this book, Sahajananda puts forward several new radical views that our bishops need to carefully examine:

“When we say God is Holy, it means that in God there are no parts” as there are found in a watch [2].

Arguing that if God is holy, “we can intuit what it means to be created in the image and likeness of God. It means humanity is also created as ‘holy’, ‘whole’, ‘eternal’… [See the New Age ‘A Course in Miracles’, link on page 4 above] The serpent tells the woman ‘If you eat this fruit you will become like God’. We know that humanity was already created like God and there was no need for it to become like God.” Man, he says, “can fall into sleep from its original nature” but “has the possibility to realise its mistake, to wake up from sleep.” [4, 5] 
Half-truths, we see, can be far more dangerous than lies. Sahajananda says that man is ‘eternal’. He is not. Man is creation and is endowed with an ‘immortal’ soul. Only God is eternal. Neither is man ‘holy’ or ‘whole’. He has a fallen nature. But, for Sahajananda, sin is simply man’s ignorance that he is “already in God”, repentance is the renunciation of that ignorance, [in book no. 6] and this renunciation of ignorance makes man ‘holy’ and ‘whole’.

“Humanity is created in the image and likeness of God just as other created beings…” [5]

Concerning the “fruit of good and evil”, “God told humanity that… the moment they eat they will die, not physically, but spiritually, as it was clear that they did not die physically.” [4] So, on to reincarnation!

On reincarnation: The chapter is titled ‘Christ and Reincarnation’. 
Sahajananda says “Many western Christians believe in it or have no difficulty in accepting it in one form or another. They do not think that it contradicts Christian faith. Many people think that the early Christians believed in it but later the Church suppressed it.”
Even the statement of Jesus to Nicodemus ‘Unless you are born again…’ is quoted as proof of that…  
“My reflections on this subject have led me to the conclusion that the solution does not lie either in believing in reincarnation or disbelieving in it, but in seeing it as a fact. This alone can help in our spiritual life.” [21-23]
“Jesus did not believe in reincarnation but he saw it as a fact so that he could free himself from it.” [28]

Reincarnation, too, is one of the underpinnings of both Hinduism and New Age.
On evil, ‘the serpent’ who is not satan, and the Fall: 

“The serpent has two symbolic meanings…” 
For Sahajananda, the serpent is nothing but a symbol of “human consciousness”. Or a “voice”. “God told humanity that it could listen to all the voices of the garden except that voice which tells that it [humanity] is not like God.” [6] “The original sin is nothing but to forget the real nature of humanity and the desire to become like God. God created humanity in his or her own image and likeness and holy, eternal and unfolding…” [9, 10] 
The error in Sahajananda’s writings is often so subtle that it escapes detection. Let me try to explain. I use the word ‘try’ because I am no theologian. The Bible does say that the desire to be like God was an important aspect of the original sin. But to Sahajananda and his shishyas (disciples), original sin is man’s forgetting his real nature which is that he is already divine, already one with God, as we have seen from earlier excerpts from his many writings. It is a monistic situation. But the forgetfulness of man at the fall, plunges humanity into a dualistic situation. That is Sahajananda’s real original sin.
Sahajananda has earlier made it clear that “God is absolute Good, which has no opposite, Evil. [See book no. 1] The Absolute Good which has an opposite, cannot be called the Absolute Good.” [4] 

Since all of human nature is one, and one with God, all of it created in God’s imagine and likeness, a separate evil entity called Satan [who is not a serpent] does not fit into Sahajananda’s scheme of things. 
As he says of Eve, “She thought that she was not like God and wanted to become like God. This forgetfulness creates the duality of ‘I am not like God’ and ‘I want to become like God’…” [5] 

Man’s original sin was also in wanting to “become” like God instead of “unfolding” himself as God.

Explanations of the various aspects of the fall of man are illustrated by this ‘becoming’/ ‘unfolding’ tension. Sahajananda avers “God told them that the moment they eat the fruit of becoming, they will fall. But humanity ate the fruit of becoming and fell from the life of unfolding.” [10]
Though Sahajananda favours inclusive language [referring to God as he/she, see ‘his or her’ above], the choice of the words ‘his or her’ in this case seems to me [I might be judgemental here] to be in the context of the objects, the man and woman whom he/she created. Otherwise Sahajananda has favoured the use of the pronoun ‘it’ for God.
Remember the parable [Mt. 13: 47f] of the kingdom of God which is like a net thrown into the sea which catches good and bad fish, the separation of the righteous from the wicked, and the bad fish thrown into the fiery furnace? 

Well, for Sahajananda there were no good fish and bad fish, but just one big fish and many little ones. 

He believes that “the original parable may have been like this… The kingdom of God is like a big fish so they happily threw away the little ones.” [14] This way, Sahajananda does not have to find an explanation for the final judgement which does not fit into his ‘new vision of Christianity’.

Denial of a transcendent God as well as of personal evil is found in all New Age non-dualism, because in New Age eschatology too, one does not need to provide explanations for judgement, heaven, hell. There is no sin, evil [our sin] is our fallenness due to our ignorance and our ‘becoming’ instead of ‘unfolding’, and salvation comes from our self-realization of our true identity as little gods already in the kingdom of God. 

Self-deification: As Sahajananda keeps repeating, “I am God,” “You are God”. 

On the kingdom of God: Sahajananda writes volumes on his understandings of this truth. But to quote him,
“I have discovered that ‘the Kingdom of God is at hand‘’… There is no one in the world who is not in God and no one can go outside God… ‘I am in the Father and the Father is in me’.” [Italics emphases his] [18]
Book No. 8. 

Marriage- A Divine or a Human Institution? 2004 

“This article on marriage is based on a homily given by Sahajananda at the marriage of Jill [Hemmings] and Adrian [Rance] in June 2003 at U.K.” 
I was informed by other ashramites that Sahajananda conducted their “marriage” service in the U.K. as they could not get married in a regular church because both were already divorced and their marriages were not annulled by the Church. [I always avoid using any undocumented information but I make an exception in this case]. 

In this booklet, Martin reveals that his “serious reflection on the theme of marriage began during my studies in Rome six years ago.” [5] That makes it 1997, four years after the death of Fr. Bede.

His discussion centres on Matthew 19:6 ‘What God has joined together, let no man put asunder.’ 

When in Rome, he found that a “priest had great difficulty in giving a homily on this subject because a majority of people in the church were separated from their husbands and wives and were living with partners.” 

He speaks of others “who go to Mass but cannot receive communion” for the same reason. So, he asks, “Did Jesus really mean the way his statement has been interpreted… and that divorce is not possible?”
Deviously, as usual, he first argues that marriage is a divine institution, “a spiritual reality” in which “we are all married with God from all eternity” in “the kingdom of God”, but it is also a human institution “which is celebrated in time and space.” The latter “cannot be called a divine institution in view of the fact that it is breaking [sic]. If it is really a divine institution it cannot break.” 

These human institutions, Sahajananda states “belong to the level of the evolutionary process of the human ego” and, “no system is absolute… Love cannot be institutionalized… Sometimes institutions can become obstacles… Marriages are only betrothals until we discover our eternal marriage with God. If two persons really love each other then marriage is not an absolute necessary [sic].” [Ashram leader Vandana Mataji takes an identical position, see page 44 of the Catholic Ashrams report].

Pulling a new approach out of his hat, Sahajananda differentiates marriage as taking place at three levels, physical, psychological and spiritual. “The call of Jesus… is to search for the kingdom of God… This search for the kingdom is through relationships… Marriages could be understood as genuine attempts to discover our real and eternal marriage with one another and with the divine. Our friends, Jill and Adrian… have seen the joys and sorrows of physical marriage … and of psychological marriage. They have not found their fulfillment in them. They are divorced. Their new life of love began while they were searching for the ultimate meaning of their life, the kingdom of God.” 
The Catholic Church’s position needs neither explanation here, nor defense.

Martin’s observation on the Roman priest (mentioned earlier), “If he stuck to the official teaching of the Church, he may not see them next week in the [ashram, oops] church” applies equally to Sahajananda, not only in the case of Jill and Adrian, but also in the case of a large number of the other visitors to the Ashram who attend his satsanghs to hear him theologise according to the expectations of their itching years. If he ‘stuck to the official teaching’, and sacraments, of the Church, he too would be having few disciples.
Book No. 9. 

Truth has no Boundaries- Proclaiming the Goodnews of Peace
If you have read the other books, then you have read this one too. It’s the old ones in a new bottle. When Sahajananda talks of “truth”, it is his own determination of what truth is, the good news according to John Martin Sahajananda.
It would take a book to record the teachings of the Church against Sahajananda’s numerous errors, only some of which have been noted here. And to demonstrate that his teachings are New Age, obviously influenced by Bede Griffiths’ romance with New Age thought and his consorting with leading New Agers of his time, and the dozens of New Age books in the Ashram library, and, of course, by the philosophy of the Hindu religion which is almost indistinguishable from New Age.

But, it would be helpful to include herein just a few quotes from the 2003 Vatican document on the New Age:
“In New Age there is no distinction between good and evil. Human actions are the fruit of either illumination or ignorance. Hence we cannot condemn anybody and nobody needs forgiveness. Believing in the existence of evil can only create negativity and fear… In New Age there is no real concept of sin, but rather one of imperfect knowledge,” #2.2.2, #4.

“New Age imports Eastern religious practices piecemeal and re-interprets them to suit Westerners; this involves a rejection of the language of sin and salvation," #2.4. 
The New Age “stance towards Christianity is not neutral but neutralising: despite what is often said about openness to all religious standpoints, traditional Christianity is not sincerely regarded as an acceptable alternative. In fact, it is occasionally made abundantly clear that there is no tolerable place for true Christianity…” #6.1. 
New Age believes in “the interconnectedness of all existence,” and “there is only one single reality,” #7.1 [see pages 7, 9, 10 in the present file].
Conclusion: The oral teachings and writings of John Martin Sahajananda are heretical and New Age.

Tidbits from my 2005 Catholic Ashrams report
“New Age notables would include New Age theorist and transpersonal psychologist Ken Wilber, the ‘Einstein of consciousness research.’ Transpersonal psychology seeks to blend Eastern religion with modern psychology.” Source: The Facts on the New Age Movement, Ankerberg and Weldon, 1988, page 10

Russell Chandler in Understanding the New Age, 1988, pages 175, 191, 274, 275, writes:

“Ken Wilber, a leading New Age exponent traces the stages of psychological growth through fourteen levels which mirror the seven yogic chakras of Eastern mysticism. At the ‘most realized state’ he maintains, a person experiences higher consciousness, the goal of mystics through the ages… and the apex of transpersonal psychology. At this stage, says Wilber, ‘we are in touch with the divine; we become enlightened’. 

“I find it interesting that Wilber has edited a book whose major thrust is that modern physics ‘offers no positive support (let alone proof) for a mystical worldview.’ Yet he takes pains to point out that every one of the eight physicists whose writings comprise the book, including Werner Heisenberg, was a mystic.

“Wilber, a major architect of New Age thought, turns the biblical message of the Fall in the Garden of Eden upside down in his book ‘Up from Eden’. Actually, he says, ‘the Fall’ was an ‘evolutionary advance and perfect growth, but it was experienced as a fall because it necessarily carried an increase in guilt…’

“By eating from the Tree of Knowledge “men… realized that they had to leave Eden’s subconsciousness and begin the actual life of true self-conscious responsibility on the way to superconsciousness, or Actual Return to godhead. They did not get thrown out of the Garden of Eden; they grew up and walked out. (Incidentally, for this courageous act we have Eve to thank, not to blame.)

“The theological Fall, or original sin, Wilber contends, marked the ‘illusory separation of all things from Spirit.’ …Evolution, then, is a labored return toward Spirit, toward Source. Hence the title of his book ‘Up from Eden’: men and women are ‘up from the beasts and on their way to the gods.’ 

“New Age karma theory appears to mesh here, for working off bad karma in successive lives supposedly would aid in the evolutionary return to godhead and negate the illusion of separate egos and paradise lost. The only sin would be ignorance of wholeness and unity, the only evil belief in separation and distinction.”
We can see from the above paragraphs alone that the teachings of Bro. Martin relate closely to those of Wilber.
The books of proponents of “new thought” or “new science” like Werner Heisenberg, David Bohm, Fritjof Capra, Paul Davies, Ken Wilber, Rupert Sheldrake and E.F. Schumacher are very much part of the Shantivanam library.

Sheldrake wrote his famous book ‘New Science of Life’ while staying in Shantivanam Ashram at the invitation of Bede Griffiths!
“New Science” is a euphemism for “New Age” where religion and science fuse together and become one.
In addition to New Age thought, one may safely conclude that Sahajananda shares the theological positions of the unholy Shantivanam triumvirate, Hinduised priests Monchanin, Le Saux and Bede Griffiths.

Like all ashram leaders, interreligious and interfaith dialogue activists and inculturationists, Sahajananda is averse to preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ and his unicity, aka evangelization.

In an e-mail to Judson Trapnell, March 26, 2002:
“Brother John Martin Sahajananda, the Indian Catholic who now leads the ashram founded by Monchanin and Le Saux, portrays Abhishiktananda's legacy in this way: ‘In Abhishiktananda (Le Saux), Christianity grew from being a dualistic religion into a religion of non-duality, Advaita. In that sense the vocation of Swamiji is a call for every Christian in the future. He is very far, maybe 100 years ahead... Swami Abhishiktananda can be a good model for the Christians in India that they should not think of converting Hindus but learning from the Hindu experience of God and enriching the message of Christ and his experience’ … “Abhishiktananda experienced a nondual relation between the self and God via Hindus… and he thereby embodied a style of encounter with another religion that offers a different model of missions, one that seeks to learn from and with non-Christians, rather than convert them.”
I have with me the 24-page Ashram Aikiya News Letter 45 of Christmas 2004. Just this one single newsletter is sufficient to enlighten the reader as to what the ashrams stand for and promote. A couple of brief quotes: 

In his presidential greeting, Sahajananda prays that “all the beauties and blessings of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany energize each one… for the regeneration of our planet…” 

With the skillful use of metaphors and half-truths, Martin elaborates on one of his favourite topics, the rejection of all organized religion: “God’s call to every religion is to give birth to children who will be greater than the parent religion and free of it…. Is it not the particular call of ashramites to find their freedom beyond religions, to proclaim the good news that human persons are greater than religions and thus contribute to the peace of the world?” This is a theme that he brings out in all of his satsanghs and writings.
Ashram leader Sr. Sara Grant RSCJ in Towards an Alternative Theology states
“Brother Martin showed very convincingly how Vedantic wisdom can be applied to understand and enliven the message of Christianity and how human beings in their search for God can only come to the experience of truth when they find liberation from all outer forms of religion, ritual or church tradition. When we realize that our true self is essentially one with God, we no longer need to look for outer ways to find him.” [131]

This could very well be a summary of the message of Shantivanam. The inculturation and syncretisation has made the liturgy indistinguishable from that which may be practised by any inter-faith group, the spiritual experiences of visitors have little if anything to do with genuine Christian prayer, “Holy Communion” (I doubt the validity of the “Mass”) indiscriminately doled out is the equivalent of the ‘prasadam’ distributed in temples, and Sahajananda does away with the seekers’ need for either the Catholic Church and her Sacraments or any form of religious structures with his radical indoctrination of all visitors.

Open rebellion against the ‘hegemony’ of Rome is the hallmark of ashram activism as is also evidenced on page 9 of an Ashram Aikiya (AA) newsletter in the write-up by a layman on Atma Purna Anubava [New Age feminist spirituality] which recommends “resisting every form of oppression and the power of patriarchy in all its manifestations.” We may read similar comments by priests like Fr. Sebastian Painadath SJ and Fr. J. Mattam SJ connected with the ashram movement, in the Catholic Ashrams report on pages 28, 34-35 etc., and by Sahajananda.
Ashram leaders from Bede Griffiths onwards have been highly critical of several landmark Vatican Documents such as the one on Christian Meditation (1989), Dominus Iesus (1999) and Jesus Christ, the Bearer of the Water of Life (on the New Age, 2003).
I sub-titled two sections of the Ashram’s report “REBELLION AGAINST ROME.” [Pages 16, 34] Truthfully, this entire Ashrams report could accurately be given the same title. The Ashram Movement IS a rebellion against Rome, which is evident from my assessment. “An ashram does not belong properly to the hierarchial Church, that is the sacramental Church,” [17] says Fr. Sebastian Painadath SJ quoting Fr. Bede from Vandana Mataji RSCJ in Christian Ashrams.

It is a clear and present danger to the Catholic Church and urgent action from the Bishops is the immediate need: The AA report says that “lay persons trained by its founder Fr. Amalor are today ‘at the helm of leadership’ “in the Church. [16] “We see evidence of the ashram ideals being percolated into the larger community as evidenced at the AA Satsangh of 2001”, Sr. Amala [15] Concerning this new movement in the Church, Fr. Painadath agrees that “Most of them took inspiration from Shantivanam [which] is hailed as the ‘mother house’ of Catholic ashrams here and abroad.” [30]

While preparing this report, my wife and I noticed a crow’s nest in a tree just outside of our second floor balcony. A female cuckoo, in appearance very much like a crow, only smaller, laid two eggs in the crows’ nest, leaving the hapless parents to feed a family of five. The overactive intruders took the lion’s share of the food brought home and finally forced two crow-fledglings overboard to their deaths. Then they flew away to increase and multiply, and to lay their eggs in other crows’ nests. It crossed my mind that the ashrams and it’s lynchpin the NBCLC could represent the cuckoos within the Church. One can already see the results from my many reports with images of the Hinduised, art, liturgy and praxis in parish churches across India.
*

Some of Sahajananda’s books
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http://www.independentauthornetwork.com/john-martin-sahajananda.html 
The New Annunciation: “The call to virgin motherhood is not the prerogative of Virgin Mary alone, but a universal call to humanity. The real purpose of human existence is to allow God to work in human beings … to live our lives as the image and likeness of God. Will you then be the virgin mother of God? Will you with your realization and life remind humanity of its original nature?”
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Fully Human Fully Divine: “A Meeting Point between the Vedic Vision and the Vision of Christ.”
Hindu Christ - Jesus’ Message through Eastern Eyes: “This is an inspirational volume that will allow anyone to find their own interpretations of the message of Jesus, and to grow both emotionally and spiritually.”
YOU are the Light: “He believes that the West has reduced the eternal Word revealed in the stable to the God and Father of Jesus Christ, and in doing so has divided Christians from non-Christians and closed the door to the God of eternity.”
SOME RELATED FILES
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS [96 pages. Written in 2005 without using Google or searching the Internet]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS AND THE CAMALDOLESE BENEDICTINES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS_AND_THE_CAMALDOLESE_BENEDICTINES.doc 

CATHOLIC ASHRAMS AND THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS_AND_THE_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-LETTERS FROM BISHOPS IN RESPONSE TO THE REPORT 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-LETTERS_FROM_BISHOPS_IN_RESPONSE_TO_THE_REPORT.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-REVISITED 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-REVISITED.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SANNYASINS OR SWINDLERS-SITA RAM GOEL 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SANNYASINS_OR_SWINDLERS-SITA_RAM_GOEL.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY IN FRENCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY_IN_FRENCH.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY IN SPANISH  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY_IN_SPANISH.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY-MARIA LAURA PIO  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY-MARIA_LAURA_PIO.doc 

IN PICTURES-THE HINDUISED CATHOLIC ASHRAMS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IN_PICTURES-THE_HINDUISED_CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 02-THE PAPAL SEMINARY, PUNE, INDIAN THEOLOGIANS, AND THE CATHOLIC ASHRAMS  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_02-THE_PAPAL_SEMINARY_PUNE_INDIAN_THEOLOGIANS_AND_THE_CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 17-EXTOLLED BY CAMALDOLESE BENEDICTINE OBLATE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_17-EXTOLLED_BY_CAMALDOLESE_BENEDICTINE_OBLATE.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS’ SPIRITUALLY PERVERTED GYAN ASHRAM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SPIRITUALLY_PERVERTED_GYAN_ASHRAM.doc
FATHERS OF THE SVD CONGREGATION WITHOUT ZEAL OR HOPE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FATHERS_OF_THE_SVD_CONGREGATION_WITHOUT_ZEAL_OR_HOPE.doc
JYOTI SAHI AND HIS NEW AGE ART ASHRAM IN BANGALORE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JYOTI_SAHI_AND_HIS_NEW_AGE_ART_ASHRAM_IN_BANGALORE.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE BISHOP OF SRINAGAR 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_BISHOP_OF_SRINAGAR.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE CARDINAL, ERNAKULAM-ANGAMALY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_CARDINAL_ERNAKULAM_ANGAMALY.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE OF INDIA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_CATHOLIC_BISHOPS_CONFERENCE_OF_INDIA.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-NEW AGE IN CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-NEW_AGE_IN_CATHOLIC_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc
FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN-UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADEN-UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT.doc
NBCLC-HARBINGER OF THE INDIAN RITE MASS AND LITURGICAL ABUSE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NBCLC-HARBINGER_OF_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_AND_LITURGICAL_ABUSE.doc
THE SQUATTING INDIAN RITE MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SQUATTING_INDIAN_RITE_MASS.doc
A COURSE IN MIRACLES-BIBLE OF THE NEW AGE MOVEMENT 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_COURSE_IN_MIRACLES-BIBLE_OF_THE_NEW_AGE_MOVEMENT.doc
A COURSE IN MIRACLES-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_COURSE_IN_MIRACLES-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
DISSENTERS DISSIDENTS AND HERETICS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DISSENTERS_DISSIDENTS_AND_HERETICS.doc
ALL RELIGIONS ARE NOT EQUAL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ALL_RELIGIONS_ARE_NOT_EQUAL.doc
CARMELITE PRIESTS DIALOGUE WITH HINDU SWAMI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARMELITE_PRIESTS_DIALOGUE_WITH_HINDU_SWAMI.doc
CARNATIC MUSIC PERFORMANCE DESECRATES JESUITS CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARNATIC_MUSIC_PERFORMANCE_DESECRATES_JESUITS_CHURCH.doc
FATHERS OF THE SVD CONGREGATION WITHOUT ZEAL OR HOPE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FATHERS_OF_THE_SVD_CONGREGATION_WITHOUT_ZEAL_OR_HOPE.doc
FOCOLARE, 'THE WORK OF MARY'-IS IT GOOD FOR CATHOLICS? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FOCOLARE_THE_WORK_OF_MARY-IS_IT_GOOD_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 01-POPE BENEDICT XVI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_01-POPE_BENEDICT_XVI.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 02-GOA CATHOLICS OPPOSE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_02-GOA_CATHOLICS_OPPOSE.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 03-THE FALSE KIND 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_03-THE_FALSE_KIND.doc
SPIRIT OF ASSISI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SPIRIT_OF_ASSISI.doc
WAS JESUS A YOGI? SYNCRETISM AND INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE-ERROL FERNANDES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WAS_JESUS_A_YOGI_SYNCRETISM_AND_INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE-ERROL_FERNANDES.doc 

CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS SAYS THAT CATHOLICS MAY NOT CHANT THE OM MANTRA  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SAYS_THAT_CATHOLICS_MAY_NOT_CHANT_THE_OM_MANTRA.doc
CHANTING OF MANTRAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHANTING_OF_MANTRAS.doc
EXORCISTS WARN AGAINST USE OF YOGA MANTRAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/EXORCISTS_WARN_AGAINST_USE_OF_YOGA_MANTRAS.doc
HINDUISMS PRANAVA-THE OM

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDUISMS_PRANAVA-THE_OM.doc
MANTRAS AND MANDALAS-ANKERBERG AND WELDON 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MANTRAS_AND_MANDALAS-ANKERBERG_AND_WELDON.doc
MANTRAS, 'OM' OR 'AUM' AND THE GAYATRI MANTRA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MANTRAS_OM_OR_AUM_AND_THE_GAYATRI_MANTRA.doc
MANTRAS YOGA WCCM CHRISTIAN MEDITATION ETC-EDDIE RUSSELL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MANTRAS_YOGA_WCCM_CHRISTIAN_MEDITATION_ETC-EDDIE_RUSSELL.doc
RENUNCIATION OF YOGA SURYANAMASKAR OM-CORINNA CRAFT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_DELIVERANCE_FROM_A_DEMON_OF_YOGA-CORINNA_CRAFT.doc
