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Josh Duggar charged with possession of child pornography
Josh Duggar, father of six, is a member of the family that starred in the reality show 19 Kids and Counting.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/josh-duggar-charged-with-possession-of-child-pornography 
Jonathon Van Maren, May 11, 2021
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In 2015, the news broke that Josh Duggar, a member of the family that starred in the reality show 19 Kids and Counting, had been turned in to the police by his father Jim Bob after it was discovered that he had molested several young women, including his sisters. Later that same year, he confessed to cheating on his wife Anna after being caught on Ashley Madison, a website dedicated to facilitating adultery (motto: “Life is short — have an affair”).

He spent more than six months in a faith-based rehab center in Rockton, Illinois, after which his parents announced that they were “so thankful” for his “recovery and healing.” Duggar, who is 33, is expecting his seventh child — a girl — with his 32-year-old wife Anna.

Duggar had also admitted, at the time, to a porn addiction — and there has now been another horrifying development in this story. On April 29, he was arrested and taken into custody in Arkansas. On April 30, he was indicted and arraigned in court via Zoom on one count of the receipt of child pornography and one count of possession of child pornography. Homeland Security Investigations Special Agent Gerald Faulkner noted that the child porn, which was downloaded using a peer-to-peer service at Duggar’s car dealership, was some of the “worst” he’d seen. He also stated that the material involved children between ages 18 months to 12 years of age.

Despite using Covenant Eyes software on his work computer to hold him accountable — the reports were sent to his wife Anna in order to ensure Duggar did not lapse back into porn addiction — he allegedly used a Linux partition, which hid his computer activity and allowed him to download videos depicting the sexual torture of children. Duggar, who pleaded not guilty, faces a maximum of twenty years in prison and $250,000 per charge.
His father offered to host Duggar until trial, which begins July 6 — he has been released elsewhere, and is forbidden to see his children without supervision as his charges involve the sexual abuse of children.

The judge ruled that since Duggar did not try to flee during the investigation, he was not a flight risk.
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In response to the arrest and the news that Duggar has been released pending trial, victims’ advocate Rachael Denhollander, the first woman to publicly accuse USA Gymnastics doctor Larry Nassar of sexual abuse and author of What Is A Little Girl Worth? released a scathing statement to Twitter:

[Omitted]
Denhollander’s searing analysis drives home once again the lackadaisical way in which many Christian communities treat pornography and sexual abuse, as well as the links between the two and how this behavior perpetuates abuse. The tragic and horrifying story of Josh Duggar forces us to reckon, once again, with the way we deal with such things — and should move us to act to protect vulnerable girls, women, and children. To remain silent — or to cover up these crimes — is to side with the wolves over the sheep.
Josh Duggar apologizes, admits ‘wrongdoing’ as young teen amid molestation accusations; resigns from FRC
A police report leaked to the media states that Josh engaged in fondling a minor while she was sleeping.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/josh-duggar-admits-teenage-sexual-sin-with-minor-resigns-from-frc 

 John-Henry Westen, May 21, 2015

In response to allegations in the media that he molested minor girls when he was in his early teens, Josh Duggar has admitted in a public statement that he acted "inexcusably" at the time, and has resigned from his position at the Family Research Council.
A 2006 police report leaked to the media states that Josh was investigated for sex offenses, including "forcible fondling" against five minors.

According to the report, the first allegations surfaced in March 2002, the same month he turned 14. At the time the family dealt with the allegations internally. A year later, however, when further allegations were made, the family sent Josh to work with a family friend for three months, after which his father took Josh to see a state trooper.

According to the report, the trooper gave Josh a "stern talk" about what would happen if he "continued such behavior," but no formal action was taken at the time.

The issue emerged again in 2006, after a family friend had written details about the allegations in letter and placed it in a book, which was subsequently loaned out. This resulted in a call being placed to a child abuse hotline, which in turn led to a formal investigation being opened. By this point, however, the statute of limitations had expired, and as there had been no new allegations or evidence that the abuse was ongoing, the case was dropped.

Although Josh was never charged, his now-wife, Anna, says that he confessed his actions to her and her parents two years before he asked her to marry him.

"I would do anything to go back to those teen years and take different actions," he said in a statement today. "In my life today, I am so very thankful for God’s grace, mercy and redemption."

Anna said she was "surprised" when Josh had voluntarily admitted what he had done to her and her parents two years before proposing to her. "I was surprised at his openness and humility and at the same time didn't know why he was sharing it," she wrote today. "For Josh he wanted not just me but my parents to know who he really was -- even every difficult past mistakes."

"I want to say thank you to those who took time over a decade ago to help Josh in a time of crisis," she added. "If it weren't for your help I would not be here as his wife — celebrating 6 1/2 years of marriage to a man who knows how to be a gentleman and treat a girl right."

LifeSiteNews is continuing to investigate this developing story. Following are the Duggar family’s statements responding to media reports about the incidents.
From Jim Bob and Michelle:
Back 12 years ago our family went through one of the most difficult times of our lives. When Josh was a young teenager, he made some very bad mistakes and we were shocked. We had tried to teach him right from wrong. That dark and difficult time caused us to seek God like never before.

Even though we would never choose to go through something so terrible, each one of our family members drew closer to God. We pray that as people watch our lives they see that we are not a perfect family. We have challenges and struggles everyday.

It is one of the reasons we treasure our faith so much because God’s kindness and goodness and forgiveness are extended to us — even though we are so undeserving. We hope somehow the story of our journey — the good times and the difficult times — cause you to see the kindness of God and learn that He can bring you through anything.




From Josh:
Twelve years ago, as a young teenager I acted inexcusably for which I am extremely sorry and deeply regret. I hurt others, including my family and close friends. I confessed this to my parents who took several steps to help me address the situation. 

We spoke with the authorities where I confessed my wrongdoing and my parents arranged for me and those affected by my actions to receive counseling. I understood that if I continued down this wrong road that I would end up ruining my life. I sought forgiveness from those I had wronged and asked Christ to forgive me and come into my life.

I would do anything to go back to those teen years and take different actions. In my life today, I am so very thankful for God’s grace, mercy and redemption.
From Anna:
I can imagine the shock many of you are going through reading this. I remember feeling that same shock. It was not at the point of engagement, or after we were married - it was two years before Josh asked me to marry him.

When my family and I first visited the Duggar Home, Josh shared his past teenage mistakes. I was surprised at his openness and humility and at the same time didn't know why he was sharing it. For Josh he wanted not just me but my parents to know who he really was -- even every difficult past mistakes.

At that point and over the next two years, Josh shared how the counseling he received changed his life as he continued to do what he was taught. And when you, our sweet fans, first met me when Josh asked me to marry him... I was able to say, "Yes" knowing who Josh really is - someone who had gone down a wrong path and had humbled himself before God and those whom he had offended. Someone who had received the help needed to change the direction of his life and do what is right.

I want to say thank you to those who took time over a decade ago to help Josh in a time of crisis. Your investment changed his life from going down the wrong path to doing what is right. If it weren't for your help I would not be here as his wife — celebrating 6 1/2 years of marriage to a man who knows how to be a gentleman and treat a girl right. Thank you to all of you who tirelessly work with children in crisis, you are changing lives and I am forever grateful for all of you.
Family Research Council statement:
Family Research Council President Tony Perkins released the following statement regarding the resignation of Josh Duggar:

"Today Josh Duggar made the decision to resign his position as a result of previously unknown information becoming public concerning events that occurred during his teenage years.

"Josh believes that the situation will make it difficult for him to be effective in his current work.  We believe this is the best decision for Josh and his family at this time.  We will be praying for everyone involved," concluded Perkins.

Duggar sisters: Josh is not a pedophile, system ‘failed’ by releasing his records
'I do want to speak up in his defense,' said Jessa, who admitted she was one of Josh's victims.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/duggar-sisters-josh-is-not-a-pedophile 
Dustin Siggins, June 4, 2015

Last night, Fox News' Megyn Kelly interviewed Jim Bob and Michelle Duggar about the sexual abuse committed by their eldest child, Josh, when he was a young teen. On Friday, in a similar interview, Kelly will speak with two of Josh's victims - his sisters Jill and Jessa.
A preview of the second interview has been released by Fox. In it, Jill told Kelly that "we are victims, they can't do this to us." It is not clear which "they" Jill is addressing, though it appears she is talking about the illegal release of Josh's juvenile records and the media reaction to the information's release.

Jessa seemed to confirm this interpretation, saying, “The system that was set up to protect kids, both those who make stupid mistakes or have problems like this in their life and the ones that are affected by those choices. It’s greatly failed.”

According to Buzzfeed, Jessa said that Josh's actions were "very wrong," but that "I do want to speak up in his defense against people who are calling him a child molester or a pedophile or a rapist, some people are saying."

"[T]hat is so overboard and a lie really, I mean people get mad at me for saying that but I can say this because I was one of the victims.”

In their interview with Kelly, Jim Bob and Michelle said Josh had fondled or otherwise touched four of his sisters, as well as a family babysitter. The actions took place when Josh was 14 and 15 years old. They only found out about the incidents, they said, because Josh himself voluntarily approached them and confessed what he had done.
They also said that most of the girls didn't know that Josh had touched them inappropriately until the parents told them, since most of the incidents had taken place when the girls were sleeping, and the touching was over their clothes. 

Jessa would have been about nine at the time.
In their interview with Kelly, the Duggar parents said they are considering a lawsuit against the city of Springdale, Arkansas and its police chief for illegally releasing Josh's records last month.

"I wonder why all this press isn't going after the system for releasing the records," said Jim Bob during last night's interview, noting the illegality of the release of Josh's record. "We trusted the police department," said Michelle. "Our children poured out their hearts."

"And then to have their trust betrayed. ... To have those things twisted and shared in a slanderous way -- story after story, tabloid after tabloid - as a mom, that breaks my heart for my girls."

“They've been victimized more by what has happened in these last couple weeks than they were 12 years ago," because they were not even aware of what Josh had done in 2002 and 2003, said Michelle.

"We have not been keeping secrets. We have been protecting people who...should be protected," said Michelle, who criticized people “for targeting the family for profit.”

Media sources have often misportrayed how the family handled Josh's abuse. In writing about the Fox News preview of Jill's and Jessa's interview, The New York Post's Emily Smith wrote that "Josh confessed to molesting young girls three times before his parents bothered to do anything about it." However, Jim Bob and Michelle told Kelly that after Josh admitted his actions the first time, at 14, they punished him and attempted to make sure he was under close supervision, while putting in place safeguards to prevent further abuse.

It was more than a year later, when Josh confessed that he had touched a sister under the age of 10 - his third confession of intra-family sexual abuse - that the Duggars went to outside counselors and the police.

The Duggars also revealed in Thursday nights interview that all of the girls who were victims, as well as Josh, received therapy from professional, licensed counselors. Josh, they said, paid for his own counseling.

Josh Duggar admits being unfaithful to wife after discovery he had Ashley Madison account
'I have been the biggest hypocrite ever,' said Josh in a statement.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/josh-duggar-admits-being-unfaithful-to-wife-after-discovery-he-had-ashley-m 
Dustin Siggins, August 20, 2015

One month after the birth of his fourth child, Josh Duggar has admitted to cheating on his wife, after Gawker revealed that Josh had maintained two paid accounts on the adultery dating website Ashley Madison.
"I have been the biggest hypocrite ever," said Duggar in a statement. "While espousing faith and family values, I have secretly over the last several years been viewing pornography on the internet and this became a secret addiction and I became unfaithful to my wife."

"I am so ashamed of the double life that I have been living and am grieved for the hurt, pain and disgrace my sin has caused my wife and family, and most of all Jesus and all those who profess faith in Him."

Duggar had previously worked as the Executive Director of the Family Research Council, a leading pro-life and pro-family organization. He resigned from that group in May after revelations came to light that he had molested several sisters and a babysitter when he was 14 years old.

At the time he and his wife stated that Josh had confessed his juvenile crimes to his wife long before they were married, and that his victims had forgiven him. He and his family also stated that he had received professional counselling.

However, the website Gawker put the spotlight back on Josh this week, when it discovered his personal and credit card information amongst the millions of accounts just leaked by hackers who had broached Ashley Madison's systems. 

Ashley Madison's infamous slogan is, "Life is short, have an affair."

Less than 24 hours after Gawker released their report, he admitted that the information was accurate.

"I brought hurt and a reproach to my family, close friends and the fans of our show with my actions that happened when I was 14-15 years old, and now I have re-broken their trust," said his statement.

"The last few years, while publicly stating I was fighting against immorality in our country, I was hiding my own personal failings."

"As I am learning the hard way, we have the freedom to choose to our actions, but we do not get to choose our consequences. I deeply regret all hurt I have caused so many by being such a bad example," said Duggar.

"I humbly ask for your forgiveness. Please pray for my precious wife Anna and our family during this time."

Jim-Bob and Michelle Duggar both gave a brief statement saying that they had only discovered Josh's secret infidelities last night, and that when they did "our hearts were broken."

"As we continue to place our trust in God we ask for your prayers for Josh, Anna, our grandchildren and our entire family." 
LifeSiteNews Co-Founder and Editor-in-Chief Comments on Josh Duggar
Our hearts go out to his wife, his children, and anyone else who has been betrayed and hurt by his actions.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/pulse/westen-lifesitenews-co-founder-and-editor-in-chief-comments-on-josh-duggar
John-Henry Westen, August 20, 2015

Josh Duggar’s admission that he maintained paid accounts on the adultery website Ashley Madison and was unfaithful to his wife are deplorable and very sad to hear. Our hearts go out to his wife, his children, and anyone else who has been betrayed and hurt by his actions.

This is an indication once again of the grave harm caused by our hyper-sexualized culture to families and society in general. It is also further confirmation that pornography is not just a harmless form of entertainment, but one that, as it did with Josh, often leads its users to act out in the real world, harming those closest to them and destroying marriages.
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In such situations, where a leader in the public eye is in a serious violation of his marital vows, he cannot be trusted to remain in leadership. Josh has already stepped out of leadership. He now needs help to overcome his inability to resist sinful inclinations.

Christ did not condemn the woman caught in adultery, but he did tell her to 'sin no more.' Where there is true repentance, Jesus forgives immediately and is able to restore individuals and families to truth and love. The path to healing is found when we acknowledge our faults, humbly confess them, and, with the help of God, commit never to do them again.

We pray that Josh embraces such repentance, and that he and his family find this path towards healing. Indeed, we pray for the whole Duggar family, and for Anna and their children especially, as this terrible trial will be hardest on them.

