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AUGUST 17, 2019
John Paul II Pontifical Theological Institute students, professors and alumni’s Letters to Abp. Paglia
EARLIER CORRECTIONS AND OPEN LETTERS ISSUED AGAINST/TO POPE FRANCIS

ON THE FORMAL CORRECTION OF POPE FRANCIS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ON_THE_FORMAL_CORRECTION_OF_POPE_FRANCIS.doc
A CLOSED LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS NOW OPEN-FR CONRAD SALDANHA 20 NOVEMBER 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_CLOSED_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS_NOW_OPEN-FR_CONRAD_SALDANHA.doc
AN OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-FR GEORGE DAVID BYERS 20 NOVEMBER 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AN_OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-FR_GEORGE_DAVID_BYERS.doc
AN OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-FR RICHARD CIPOLLA 25 FEBRUARY 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AN_OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-FR_RICHARD_CIPOLLA.doc
AN OPEN LETTER TO THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY-100 FORMER PROTESTANTS 19 MARCH 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AN_OPEN_LETTER_TO_THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY-100_FORMER_PROTESTANTS.doc
AN OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-RANDY ENGEL 27 SEPTEMBER 2016 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AN_OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-RANDY_ENGEL.doc
CRITICISMS OF POPE FRANCIS FROM WITHIN THE ROMAN CURIA MADE PUBLIC 3 NOVEMBER 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CRITICISMS_OF_POPE_FRANCIS_FROM_WITHIN_THE_ROMAN_CURIA_MADE_PUBLIC.doc
AN OPEN LETTER ON THE CRISIS IN THE CHURCH-ARCHBISHOP PAWEL 7 NOVEMBER 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AN_OPEN_LETTER_ON_THE_CRISIS_IN_THE_CHURCH-ARCHBISHOP_PAWEL.doc
THE DUBIA OR DOUBTS ABOUT AMORIS LAETITIA-FOUR CARDINALS ASK FIVE QUESTIONS 4 MARCH/25 JULY 2017 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_DUBIA_OR_DOUBTS_ABOUT_AMORIS_LAETITIA-FOUR_CARDINALS_ASK_FIVE_QUESTIONS.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-MORE THAN 1000 PARISHIONERS 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-MORE_THAN_1000_PARISHIONERS.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-CATHOLIC NEWSPAPER THE WANDERER 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-CATHOLIC_NEWSPAPER_THE_WANDERER.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-CONVERT DR MAIKE HICKSON 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-CONVERT_DR_MAIKE_HICKSON.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-13 CARDINALS 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-13_CARDINALS.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-PROF PAOLO PASQUALUCCI 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-PROF_PAOLO_PASQUALUCCI.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-BISHOP ATHANASIUS SCHNEIDER 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-BISHOP_ATHANASIUS_SCHNEIDER.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-16 LIFE AND FAMILY LEADERS 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-16_LIFE_AND_FAMILY_LEADERS.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-PROF JOSEPH SEIFERT 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-PROF_JOSEPH_SEIFERT.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-PROFS JOHN FINNIS AND GERMAIN GRISEZ 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-PROFS_JOHN_FINNIS_AND_GERMAIN_GRISEZ.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-FR THOMAS WEINANDY 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-FR_THOMAS_WEINANDY.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-3 KAZAKH BISHOPS FOLLOWED BY OTHERS 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-3 KAZAKH_BISHOPS_FOLLOWED_BY_OTHERS.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-CARDINAL EIJK 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-CARDINAL_EIJK.doc 

OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-75 CLERGY AND LAY SCHOLARS 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-75_CLERGY_AND_LAY_SCHOLARS.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-47000 CATHOLIC WOMEN 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-47000_CATHOLIC_WOMEN.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-CHURCH MILITANT CALLS FOR HIS RESIGNATION 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019, 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-CHURCH_MILITANT_CALLS_FOR_HIS_RESIGNATION.doc
OPEN LETTER TO POPE FRANCIS-BISHOP ATHANASIUS SCHNEIDER 02 13 APRIL/MAY 7 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OPEN_LETTER_TO_POPE_FRANCIS-BISHOP_ATHANASIUS_SCHNEIDER_02.doc
EMINENT CLERICS ISSUE DECLARATION OF TRUTHS AGAINST ERRORS OF POPE FRANCIS’ PONTIFICATE 13 JUNE 2019 – CARDINAL RAYMOND BURKE, BISHOP ATHANASIUS SCHNEIDER
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EMINENT_CLERICS_ISSUE_DECLARATION_OF_TRUTHS_AGAINST_ERRORS_OF_POPE_FRANCIS’_PONTIFICATE.doc
Students say changes at Rome’s JPII Institute undermine its mission
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/students-say-changes-at-romes-jpii-institute-undermine-its-mission-66538
By J.D. Flynn, July 26, 2019
More than 150 students and alumni at the Pontifical John Paul II Institute in Rome have signed a letter saying that newly approved statutes will undermine the institute’s mission and identity.
“We want to express our greatest concern: the loss of the formational approach, and therefore, of the identity of the Pontifical Theological Institute John Paul II,” the students wrote in their July 24 letter, which was sent to Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, the institute’s grand chancellor, and Msgr. Pierangelo Sequeri, its president.

“Many students have expressed their immense concern after the unexpected publication of the new statutes and the new program of studies for our new Institute, together with the sad news of the expulsion of two professors whose chairs have a central role in the formation offered by the institute," they added.
The letter was sent soon after the approval of new statutes for the Institute, two years after Pope Francis announced that he would reestablish the school, broadening its focus on theology to include the “science of the family.”

The pope called for the development of new statutes to govern the school, which was legally reconstituted in 2017.

A faculty member at the Institute expressed concern to CNA that the new statutes concentrate the hiring of faculty and development of curriculum in the chancellor’s office, now occupied by Paglia.

The faculty member said that tenured professors will no longer be involved in the search for new faculty members, and will only be able to stop a new hire with a two-thirds majority vote. This, the professor said, will be “practically impossible” because of faculty appointment recently made at the institute.

The professor said that when the Pontifical John Paul II Institute was founded, it had been especially important to then-Pope John Paul II that tenured professors consent to new faculty appointments, “to secure the continuity of the Institute’s identity.”

“With this new process, the continuity of the identity of the Institute is dead,” the professor told CNA.

The professor also confirmed that the Institute’s faculty chair of moral theology will be eliminated, an idea he called “inconceivable.”

He also said that the new process for hiring faculty is a break with ordinary academic practices.

“I don't remember any academic precedent that has ever eliminated chairs and tenures by arguing that the current Institute is a totally new organization and that therefore the previous professors with tenure have no rights: this is simply a juridical scam.  And the juridical scam is being used against the two experts of morals: (Monsignor Livio) Melina and (Father Jose) Noriega.”

Melina and Noriega will not return to teach at the John Paul II Institute next year. Technically, because all professors will be given new contracts under the new statutes of the Institute, they were not fired; instead, their contracts have not been renewed.

They will, reportedly, be able to continue working with students completing dissertations under their direction.

At the time changes to the Institute were announced in 2017, Paglia said that faculty would not be cut, but rather expanded, bringing in new professors and experts to discuss themes relevant to the “sciences of marriage and family.”

But Italian Catholic news agency La Nuova Bussola Quotidiana reported this week that all faculty members in Rome were recently informed that, because of the new statutes, professors would be suspended until they could be evaluated in light of the Institute’s needs, and possibly reassigned to teach new courses in the fall.

Melina, who was reportedly informed that he will not continue at the institute, earned in 1985 the first doctoral degree given by the Institute, and served as its long-time president.

His dismissal, and that of Noriega, came as a shock to many at the Institute.

“All these decisions about curricula and personnel have been made during the summer, without the input of a single faculty member,” one professor told CNA.

Among new faculty members appointed to teach at the university is Fr. Maurizio Chiodi, who argued in 2018 that the use of artificial contraception could, in some cases, “be recognized as an act of responsibility that is carried out, not in order to radically reject the gift of a child but because in those situations, responsibility calls the couple and the family to other forms of welcome and hospitality.”
The letter sent by the students raised particular concern about the reported elimination of the Institute’s chair of moral theology. “At the center of our concern regarding the identity of the Institute is the suppression of the chair of fundamental moral theology. We know how important that study of human action was for Pope John Paul II, to the point of entrusting the (moral theology) chair precisely to the first president, Cardinal Carlo Caffarra," their letter said.

After voicing objection to the reported dismissal of Molina and Noriega, the students’ letter said that the Institute seems to be remaking itself in a way that models a secularized approach to studying the family.

The letter asked: “Why continue to study at the John Paul II Institute if it does not seem to propose anything different from what we can find among the curricula of secular universities, usually in more attractive and effective ways?"
A source connected to the Institute told CNA that the newly approved statutes also raise concerns about the Institute’s academic integrity and reputation.

“Any reputable academician would be concerned about how the academic aspect of the Institute has been handled. Pope Francis deserves that Amoris laetitiabe fairly discussed, rather than it being imposed by theological partisanship. This new approach to the faculty and curriculum totally imperils the credibility of the Institute,” the source said.

“I also wonder: There are clear academic guidelines standardized by the European Union that have to be respected if the Institute wants its degrees to be valid. Have these norms been taken into consideration?”

The source noted the importance of due process in academic settings, in order to protect academic freedom.

The new processes, he said “are violating all academic standards, thus casting a big shadow over the credibility of the Institute.”

“When John Paul II created the Institute,” he said, “he did not fire teachers in other universities who thought differently from him, like Bernhard Häring or others opposed to Humanae vitae, even at pontifical universities. Instead, he created an institute to address the issues in dispute in an academic manner.”

In response to recent criticisms, Sequeri told CNA that the new statutes will strengthen the Institute’s identity.

"The approval of the statutes and of the new study plan of the John Paul II Institute put into effect the reform that Pope Francis asked for in the motu proprio Summa familiae cura; they reiterate and relaunch with new strength John Paul II's original inspiration, and give a specific centrality to family, which is now the object of study from every perspective.”

With regard to theology, Sequeri said that “the new study plan strengthens the theological reflection on family. The study of moral theology is part of the theological reflection. The study of moral theology is still critical and it is framed in a broader area of studies which consents to better understand the reality of families.”

“By focusing on the issue of the Gospel’s sense of family life, ecclesial reflection can more vigorously move towards the anthropological-cultural change that influences all aspects of life and requires an analytic and varied approach.”

Paglia declined to comment.

The Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Marriage and the Family was founded in 1981 in order to develop the themes in John Paul II’s 1960 book “Love and Responsibility,” written when he was still Cardinal Wojtyla, and as well as the theology of the body he developed while pope.

While the Institute's main headquarters remains in Rome, the school has campuses all over the world, including Washington DC, Nigeria, Spain, Brazil, Mexico, India and South Korea, among others. It is not yet known how the new statutes might impact those campuses.
JPII Institute Students Publish Letter Expressing ‘Immense Concern’ Over New Statutes
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/edward-pentin/john-paul-ii-institute-students-publish-letter-expressing-immense-concern-o
By Edward Pentin, July 30, 2019
In a July 24 letter, the students call on the institute’s president and grand chancellor for clarity and a ‘timely response’ to their concerns but have yet to receive an answer
The students of the Pontifical John Paul II Institute, in a July 24 letter addressed to institute president, Msgr. Pierangelo Sequeri, and grand chancellor, Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, express their “immense concern about the sudden publication of the new statutes and the new ordinance of studies of our Institute."
They also express the same level of concern for the "sad news of the dismissal of two professors whose academic chairs play a central role in the formation offered by the Institute.”
Msgr. Livio Melina, who held a chair in fundamental moral theology and served as the Institute’s long-time president, has been effectively dismissed because, under the new statutes, his chair in moral theology “no longer exists.” Also among those dismissed is Father Jose Noriega, a professor of moral theology at the institute.

After the letter was sent, news came that other professors had been dismissed from their teaching positions, including philosophy professor and old friend of John Paul II, Stanislaw Grygiel (he continues to hold the Karol Wojtyla Chair), and Grygiel's daughter, Monika, who taught psychology. It has also since emerged that one replacement professor is Father Maurizio Chiodi who has argued that “responsible parenthood” can obligate a married couple to use artificial birth control.

In their letter, the students add that they are “saddened and disconcerted” by the way they were informed of the “crucial changes” and express as their “greatest concern” the “loss of the formational approach and, therefore, of the identity of the Pontifical Theological John Paul II Institute.”

In an accompanying note, the students of the Pontifical John Paul II Institute say they have decided to publish their letter in order to “inform the public about the serious situation that our Institute is now experiencing.”

They add that their wish is “to ask for justice” — to see that their rights, and those of the professors are “guaranteed in a clear way.”

The students also point out that they are making their missive public because Msgr. Sequeri and Archbishop Paglia have yet to give them “any satisfactory and clear answer to this letter.”

They have also yet to receive “in writing and publicly the absolute guarantee of the concrete fulfilment of Article 89 of the new statutes (on the continuity of the old programs and on the situation of the teachers).”
The students say they emailed their letter to both Msgr. Sequeri and Archbishop Paglia on July 25, with a hard copy sent to them by registered mail July 26.

For more on this, and details on a July 29 statement on the new statutes from the John Paul II Institute, see here.

***

To the kind attention of Msgr. Pierangelo Sequeri, president, Pontifical Theological John Paul II Institute

cc: His Excellency Msgr. Vincenzo Paglia
Grand Chancellor, Pontifical Theological John Paul II Institute

Rome, July 24, 2019

Rev. Msgr. Sequeri,

In the last few hours, many students have expressed to us their immense concern about the sudden publication of the new statutes and the new ordinance of studies of our Institute, along with the sad news of the dismissal of two professors whose academic chairs play a central role in the formation offered by the Institute. In view of the growing concern, and in order to fulfill our duty as representatives, we turn to you, as President of the Institute, and therefore also as guarantor of the continuity of our Institute’s studies and of the rights of its students.

Saddened and disconcerted by the way in which we have been notified about the crucial changes that affect us directly as students, we would like to begin by expressing our greatest concern: the loss of the formational approach and, therefore, of the identity of the Pontifical Theological John Paul II Institute. This formational approach, in any case, was the main reason why most students (and their superiors) chose this Institute for their education.

The Identity of the John Paul II Institute
Given that already in the very first article of his motu proprio Summa familiae cura, Pope Francis himself expresses his desire to preserve John Paul II’s original inspiration, that is, his unique proposal of teaching in the Church1, it is astonishing that in the new ordinance of studies there is no mention of the theology of the body; there is no course dedicated to this topic nor to any of the teachings of John Paul II. Rather everything seems to be reduced to the introductory course “La Communio personarum...” Thus, the following questions arise:

1. How will this identity, which is the center of John Paul II's teachings, be specifically safeguarded?

2. How to avoid that the “dialogue with other disciplines” – which among other things is already found in the old curriculum – becomes a mere clash of diverse viewpoints on the same subject without internal unity, as is typical of the interdisciplinary studies of most secular universities?

3. Why should one continue studying at the John Paul II Institute if it does not seem to propose anything new with respect to what can be found in the curricula of secular universities and what is oftentimes offered there in more attractive and efficient ways?

On the other hand, John Paul II, in his motu proprio Magnum Matrimonii Sacramentum, paragraph 8, expressed his intention that the Institute be “entrusted to the special patronage of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary of Fatima.” We are well aware of the intimate relationship that our Institute has always had with this Marian invocation ever since the attack of May 13, 1981. This is why we believe that it is crucial that this Institute, re-founded by Pope Francis in order to improve and strengthen it, be consecrated to Our Lady of Fatima.

The Chair of Fundamental Moral Theology
At the center of our concern about the identity of the Institute is the suppression of the chair of fundamental moral theology. We know the importance that St. John Paul II attributed to the study of human action, as can be seen from the fact that he had entrusted this chair to the first president, cardinal Carlo Caffarra. Moreover, the activity of this chair, in particular in the Research Area established by Cardinal Scola, has been praised directly by Benedict XVI. 
For this reason, the motivation officially given to justify the suppression of this chair is incomprehensible: it was argued that the chair of fundamental moral theology belongs to the first cycle of theological studies. If this is the reason, then why is there still a chair of theological anthropology, and why is there even a new one of fundamental theology? Msgr. Melina’s courses did not in fact only deal with the general principles of fundamental morality, but they were intimately linked to conjugal and family morality, as we have been able to experience in the teachings we have received from him. Moreover, why does this impediment suddenly appear to be so insurmountable if this chair has been operative for thirty-eight years?

In this sense, as students, we want to emphasize the importance that this chair has had for us: without doubt it is one of the greatest novelties and riches that, until today, the Institute has offered to the Church and society. In a world where everything seems to be divided between a relativistic or legalistic vision of ethics, the vision taught by the Institute allows us to understand morality as a path of fullness and meaning for the human being, where people are responsible for their actions while, at same time, always counting on the help of grace and of the virtues that help them live a good life. This conception of morality, in which holiness is at the center, allows us to respond with hope to many difficult cases within marriages and families.
The Dismissals of Our Professors
As for the unexpected dismissal of two of our professors at the Institute, Msgr. Livio Melina and Father José Noriega, we are concerned and alarmed by several issues:

1. by the sudden and for us incomprehensible way in which two professors were dismissed for no real reason, two professors who have great prestige not only within the Institute but who represent an international point of reference, as is demonstrated by their long academic careers. In the case of Prof. Melina in particular, his dismissal means not recognizing any of his merits after thirty-two years of teaching, twenty-eight years of which as a tenured professor, and many years as President of our Institute, which under his leadership has seen its expansion throughout the world.

2. by the fact that these dismissals weaken one of the Institute’s formative pillars, as are fundamental moral theology and special moral theology.

3. by the fact that two months before the start of the new academic year 2019/20, with the curriculum already made known by the Institute itself last June and with many students already having registered for it, we are now notified of the immediate dismissals of Msgr. Melina and Prof. Noriega. Each of them offered each year a mandatory course, an optional course and two study seminars, and they are each directing many theses still in progress. In addition, Prof. Noriega directs with great success and recognition the Institute’s academic journal Anthropotes along with the Institute’s editorial projects.

4. by the fact of not having considered the high esteem that both professors enjoy among the students, as is evidenced by the professor evaluation forms and by the number of students who each year choose them as moderators of their thesis.

About the New Ordinance of Studies
Given the above, and after having examined the document published yesterday, July 23, on the Institute’s website, we ask for a clear answer on the following matters:

1. What will happen to the other academic offerings of our Institute such as: the Special Cycle of the Master in Sciences of Marriage and the Family, the second level Master in Bioethics and Formation, the Master in Fertility and Conjugal Sexuality, and the Master and Diploma in the Pastoral Care of the Family

2. Will those who have chosen Prof. Melina or Prof. Noriega as moderators be guaranteed the opportunity to complete their thesis with the same moderators?

3. What will be guaranteed to those who have already enrolled in the courses or seminars held by Prof. Melina or Prof. Noriega?

4. Although the academic chairs of Prof. Melina and Prof. Noriega have been eliminated, there is the course “Moral Theology of Love and Family.” Why can’t the two professors teach theology in this course?

5. The published Ordinance of Studies limits itself to naming the courses, with titles that do not say much about their content. We ask that the content, the bibliography and the names of the professors who teach each course will be published, so that students can discern in an informed manner whether or not they want to follow the new curriculum.

6. Optional courses are mentioned, but their titles do not so much as appear.

7. The uncertainty generated by these changes is so great that some students, who have already paid their tuition fees, want to know about the modalities for having their fees refunded in case the situation is not clarified or the response given does not satisfy the students’ requests.

Our Rights as Students
Article 89, §1, of the new Statutes guarantees that “students enrolled while the previous Ordinance of studies was in force may choose to continue the educational path foreseen by it.” Paragraph §2 says “The old curricula will lose their validity three years after the approval of the new Ordinance of studies.” However, two professors who hold fundamental chairs within the old Ordinance have been dismissed. How do you, as President, intend to ensure the respect of the Statutes that have entered into force and the students’ rights?

In this sense, we ask you:

(to guarantee the continuity of Professor Melina’s and Professor Noriega’s teachings for three years, which is the period of transition provided by the statutes, and to guarantee this continuity either with regard to their courses that had already been approved for the academic year 2019/20 as with regard to their work as moderators. Otherwise, Article 89 governing the transition would be violated.

(to guarantee, for at least the same period, the continuity of the teaching of all our professors who have been present up to now, both tenured faculty and full-time or part- time non-tenured faculty.

(to reconfirm Professor José Granados as Vice-President for at least the next three years of transition, so that also in this way the students can be guaranteed the continuity with the “far-sighted intuition”2 of the Institute’s founder, St. John Paul II, which has been reconfirmed by Pope Francis.

Even if it is not directly connected to our academic curriculum, we also ask you to guarantee the continued employment of all the non-teaching, administrative staff of our Institute: they too, for years have been allowing us every day to study seriously and serenely in a family spirit and in an atmosphere of welcome and unity.

Finally, we would like to emphasize once again that the student body has decided to turn to you, Msgr. Sequeri, both for the trust that so far has been placed in you as a man of proven academic reputation, and for your role as President, and therefore as the guarantor of the continuity of the John Paul II Institute’s legacy and as the guarantor of the students’ rights.

We would be grateful if you could give us an exhaustive and truly timely response to what has been requested in this letter, so that we students can decide and organize our academic and personal future accordingly, in concordance also, where necessary, with our superiors.

We thank you for your attention. May God bless you and may Saint John Paul II direct your steps.

Marc Adrien      Nicole Haddad
Representative of the Licentiate and Doctoral Programs Representative of the Master Program



(1) “It will therefore be essential that the original inspiration that gave life to the former Institute for Studies on Marriage and Family continue to bear fruit in the broader field of activity of the new Theological Institute, effectively contributing to making it correspond fully to the current demands of the pastoral mission of the Church.” Pope Francis, Motu proprio Summa familiae cura, 08.09.2017 

(2) Cf. Pope Francis, Motu proprio Summa familiae cura, 08.09.2017.
Amid JPII Institute Controversy, Pope Benedict XVI Meets with Dismissed Professor
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/amid-jpii-institute-controversy-pope-benedict-xvi-meets-with-recently-dismi
August 5, 2019
Monsignor Melina, who was president of the John Paul II Institute from 2006 until 2016, was dismissed from the institute after the recent promulgation of new statutes, or rules of order, for the graduate school, and a decision to eliminate the chair of moral theology. 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI met last week with a recently dismissed professor of moral theology at Rome’s Pontifical John Paul II Institute, amid ongoing controversy regarding recent changes to the Institute.

Benedict XVI invited Monsignor Livio Melina to meet with him in on Aug. 1, a source close to Melina told CNA.

The pope emeritus “wanted to receive Professor Monsignor Livio Melina at a private audience. After a long discussion of the recent events at the Pontifical Institute John Paul II, he granted his blessing, expressing his personal solidarity and assuring him of his closeness in prayer.”

Melina, who was president of the John Paul II Institute from 2006 until 2016, was dismissed from the institute after the recent promulgation of new statutes, or rules of order, for the graduate school, and a decision to eliminate the chair of moral theology which Melina held.

The new statutes were first called for in 2017, when Pope Francis announced he would legally refound the Institute, and broaden its academic curriculum, from a focus on the theology of marriage and the family to an approach that will also include the study of the family from the perspective of the social sciences.

After new statutes were approved last month, students, alumni, and faculty have raised concerns about the role of faculty members in the institute’s new governing structure, about the reduction of theology courses and the elimination of some theology disciplines, and about the dismissal of some faculty members, including Melina and Father Jose Noriega.

Faculty members have told CNA they do not object to the pope’s desire to expand the school’s mission or approach, but say that the administrators responsible for implementing that mission have acted unfairly.

The pope emeritus has a long history of collaboration with the Institute.

Benedict XVI “has always closely followed the work of Msgr. Melina in the chair of fundamental moral theology,” Father Juan José Pérez-Soba, a professor of pastoral theology and the director of international research in moral theology at the Institute, told CNA.

Pérez-Soba told CNA that then-Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, who was later elected Pope Benedict XVI, wrote to commend Melina’s work in moral theology in 1998, and participated in a 2003 conference on the encyclical Veritatis splendor, organized by Melina’s academic department at the John Paul II Institute.
“At that conference, Cardinal Ratzinger delivered a lecture, subsequently published, explaining the renewal of moral theology after the Second Vatican Council. According to Ratzinger, Veritatis splendor was written to develop the full potential of the moral vision of Vatican II, especially Gaudium et Spes. Veritatis splendor expresses a morality ‘not conceived as a series of precepts,’ but as ‘the result of an encounter from which derive corresponding moral actions.’” the priest added.

The priest explained that in his 2003 lecture, Cardinal Ratzinger outlined an approach to morality “where it is seen that ‘the affirmation of absolute commandments, which prescribe what is intrinsically evil, does not mean submitting to the slavery of prohibitions, but opening to the great value of life, which is illuminated by the true good, this is for the love of God himself.’”
“In the light of this importance that Ratzinger gave to fundamental morals in the Institute, the suppression of the chair of fundamental morals and the dismissal of Livio Melina takes on new light,” the professor said.

“This set of changes now appears as a search to change the moral paradigm. There seems to be a desire to discard objective morality, which affirms the truth about the good to which man is called, following Veritatis splendor. And it seems intended to open a process of review of all sexual morality from subjectivism, starting with Humanae vitae.”

Pérez-Soba added that during several visits to the Institute during his pontificate, Benedict XVI spoke of the school’s importance.

In a 2006 speech, Benedict “pointed out two key features of the Institute's mission: first, to teach how marriage and family belong to the core of the truth about man and his destiny; and, second, to show that the revelation of Christ assumes and illuminates the depth of human experience. The enormous number of families who, having studied at the Institute, attended this audience, was a sign of great pastoral fruitfulness in the teaching of John Paul II,” the priest said.

More than 250 students and alumni of Rome’s John Paul II Institute have signed a letter expressing their concern about the school’s new statutes, and the dismissal of Noriega and Melina. The letter expresses concern that current students will not be able to complete the academic programs in which they are currently enrolled, and the faculty dismissals have taken place without due process.

On July 31, Father Jose Granados, the Institute’s vice-president, told CNA that “the identity of the Institute is seriously threatened,” and called for administrators to resume discussion with faculty members about the approach to implementing Pope Francis’ call for an expansion of the school’s approach.

The Catholic Herald reported Aug. 2 that Institute administrators told a reporter that “the institute remains desirous of giving exhaustive responses, but asks a few weeks’ time in the month of August in order to formulate adequate responses.”

JPII Institute VP Warns: ‘More Here at Stake than Just an Institution’s Survival’
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/vp-of-romes-jpii-institute-at-stake-here-is-more-than-the-survival-of-an-ac
By Solène Tadié, August 7, 2019 - EXTRACT
Father José Granados discusses the controversy over changes with the Pontifical John Paul II Institute’s new statutes

On July 24, 241 students and alumni at the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Marriage and Family Sciences in Rome signed a letter expressing their frustration over newly approved statutes, saying the new direction will undermine the institute’s identity and curriculum. The letter was previously sent to Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, the institute’s grand chancellor, and Msgr. Pierangelo Sequeri, its president.
The institute, whose statutes were approved June 19 and published July 18, is accused of carrying out a purge of renowned and long-serving professors, thereby putting in jeopardy the heritage of the institute’s namesake.

The promulgation of the new statutes follows the 2017 apostolic letter Summa Familiae Cura, in which Pope Francis established the dissolution of the John Paul II Institute and the erection of a new institute that would focus on theology to include the “science of the family.” In this interview with the Register, Father José Granados, a priest of the Disciples of the Hearts of Jesus and Mary and a tenured professor of dogmatic theology and vice president of Rome’s John Paul II Institute since 2011, expresses his concern over the institute’s future and discusses the stakes of the preservation of John Paul II’s teachings in today’s society. One of the priests dismissed, Father José Noriega, is the superior general of Father Granados’ order.
Losing a Legacy? Assessing the John Paul II Institute Controversy
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/losing-a-legacy-assessing-the-john-paul-ii-institute-controversy
August 9, 2019
Editorial: Recent events have thrown the future of the Pontifical John Paul II Theological Institute for Marriage and Family Sciences into theological confusion.
Editor's Note: An earlier version of this editorial incorrectly stated that Amoris Laetitia made no mention of Pope St. John Paul II's theology of the body. 
In fact, Pope Francis' exhortation does contain references to Pope John Paul's catechesis, especially his theology of the body. That sentence has been amended to read: "... Pope Francis’ 2016 apostolic exhortation, Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love), which made no mention of Pope John Paul’s encyclical Veritatis Splendor." The Register regrets the error.
 

More than a half-century ago, as Europe struggled to recover from the deep wounds inflicted by the Second World War and Adolf Hitler’s campaign to exterminate the Jewish people and other “undesirables,” a Polish Catholic philosopher grappled with man’s capacity to choose good over evil.

Studying the Scriptures, he found hope in the Genesis story of the human person’s creation in “the image and likeness of God” and in Gospel passages where Jesus says he has come to restore that original divine image, after Adam and Eve’s disobedience and exile from Paradise.
“From the mystery of his own Being,” God created the human person, and we are called to “live a life similar to that of God,” wrote the Polish philosopher in 1978, shortly after he became Pope John Paul II, in one of his scriptural meditations that are now known as the theology of the body.

Pope St. John Paul II explored how men and women, redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, fortified by the grace of the sacraments and the wisdom of the moral law, are capable of making God’s love and mercy visible in marriage, sexuality, family life and the culture.

“Christ has redeemed us! This means that he has given us the possibility of realizing the entire truth of our being; he has set our freedom free from the domination of concupiscence,” wrote John Paul, two decades later, in his landmark 1993 encyclical, Veritatis Splendor (103), which affirmed that some moral actions were intrinsically evil and could never be justified.

John Paul II’s testament to the power of Christ’s saving action and man’s capacity to live the truth now provides the backdrop for the recent conflict over the direction of the “refounded” John Paul II Theological Institute for Marriage and Family Sciences, the academic program that the Polish pope founded in 1981 at the Lateran University.

Last month, responding to the approval of new statutes for the institute, frustrated students sent a letter to Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, the institute’s grand chancellor, and Msgr. Pierangelo Sequeri, its president, expressing what they see as “the loss of the formational approach and, therefore, of the identity” of the school. 
The institute’s leadership insists their approach “re-presents with new vigor the original and still fruitful intuition of St. John Paul II.” The dispute can be traced to the theological controversies spawned by the 2014 and 2015 Synods on Marriage and the Family, and Pope Francis’ 2016 apostolic exhortation, Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love), which made no mention of Pope John Paul’s encyclical Veritatis Splendor. Amid calls for a new paradigm of pastoral accompaniment, some have concluded that adherence to the moral law on marriage and sexual relations should be framed as an “ideal,” rather than a necessary precondition for reception of the Eucharist.
In 2017, Pope Francis suppressed the Rome-based John Paul II Institute and then “refounded” it, to expand course offerings and degrees that gave more weight to the social sciences in the study of marriage and the family.

After the approval of the new statutes, in late July, two eminent moral theologians at the institute — Msgr. Levio Melina, who also served as its president from 2006 to 2016, and Father José Noriega — were effectively fired, and the rest of the faculty was suspended, pending a review by Archbishop Paglia. The new leadership sought to present the removal of the two academics in a benign light: Msgr. Melina’s position was “eliminated” due to the refocusing of the program of studies after the adoption of the new statutes, according to an institute press release.

But now more than 1,000 students and alumni have signed an online letter of protest that defended the institute’s original mandate. “In a world where everything seems to be divided between a relativistic or legalistic vision of ethics,” read the July 24 letter, “the vision taught by the institute allows us to understand morality as a path of fullness and meaning for the human being, where people are responsible for their actions while, at same time, always counting on the help of grace and of the virtues that help them live a good life.” 
The institute’s vice president, Father José Granados, among other faculty members (see related interview), publicly challenged the firings. And Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI met with Msgr. Melina after he was dismissed, in an apparent act of public solidarity with the moral theologian, a longtime collaborator.

The institute’s officials have been slow to respond to the headlines — even to announce new appointments and course offerings for the fall. And the limited explanations they have provided only raise more questions.

What’s at Stake in the Purge at the John Paul II Institute

https://www.hli.org/2019/08/whats-at-stake-in-the-purge-at-the-john-paul-ii-institute/ 
By Fr. Shenan J. Boquet, August 12, 2019

Essence of Battle is Ideological
In the past few weeks, a long-brewing skirmish over the identity and mission of the Pontifical John Paul II Theological Institute for Marriage and Family Sciences in Rome erupted into open warfare. Things boiled over after the new administration of the Institute abruptly terminated two long-standing and key chairs of moral theology and suspended the entirety of the remaining faculty pending review. 
At the same time, the new leadership also introduced new statutes, and announced radical restructuring of the programs and course offerings. In effect, the new statutes mean that the original John Paul II Institute has been suppressed, and a new one erected in place of the old.

In response, hundreds of current and former students at the institute have signed an open letter expressing their alarm that the mission of the Institute is being irreparably undermined. The students list several specific concerns. Surely the most astonishing, however, is that “in the new ordinance of studies there is no mention of the theology of the body; there is no course dedicated to this topic nor to any of the teachings of John Paul II.” If true, this is – to put it mildly – a counter-intuitive direction to take an institution specifically founded to promulgate and develop John Paul II’s theological thinking.

Some of the dismissed faculty and administrators have also publicly aired their discontent. “It seems to me that the identity of the Institute is seriously threatened,” Fr. Jose Granados, the Vice-President of the Institute, told Catholic News Agency. Others have used even stronger language. One highly respected theologian accused the new administration of using “Stalinist methods.” The verb “purge” is being employed by more than a few commentators, including at least one cardinal.
Catholic laymen watching this dispute from afar may wonder why they should care. All this internal institutional wrangling and finger-pointing can be extremely difficult to sort through, not to mention distasteful to witness.

Distasteful it may well be. However, I also think it would be difficult to overstate the importance of the battle that is currently underway over the soul of this venerable Institute. In order to grasp that importance, I think we need to understand two things: firstly, the history, nature, and historical importance of the John Paul II Institute; and secondly, how this battle over the JPII Institute both represents, and is a critical event within, a much broader battle between two ideologically irreconcilable views of morality, truth, and the nature of the Church Herself.

* 
International scholars express concerns about John Paul II Institute
https://catholicherald.co.uk/news/2019/08/16/international-scholars-express-concerns-about-john-paul-ii-institute/
August 16, 2019
A group of 49 academics from universities around the world has asked the administrators of the Pontifical John Paul II Institute in Rome to reinstate several faculty members recently dismissed from the institute.
Contributors to the recently completed Dizionario su Sesso, Amore e Fecondità, an interdisciplinary academic tome on sex, love, and fertility, expressed their view in an Aug. 3 letter to administrators of the institute.
The project, which involved scholars from multiple specializations, was coordinated by recently dismissed John Paul II Institute professor Fr. Jose Noriega.

The scholars said that their work on the project was “a very fruitful and professional scientific collaboration which has highlighted to us the outstanding academic profile of your institute as well as the great scientific and editorial competence of the main curator of the Dizionario, Professor José Noriega.”

“It is therefore with great distress that we learned the news about the sudden dismissals of two full professors, José Noriega and Livio Melina, together with other colleagues: Maria Luisa Di Pietro, Stanisław Grygiel, Monika Grygiel, Przemysław Kwiatkowski, and Vittorina Marini. All of them are scholars of outstanding international reputation and some of them have equally collaborated with us at the Dizionario,” they wrote.

“We cannot see any convincing reason – academic, doctrinal or disciplinary – which justifies their dismissal.”

“If your institute wants to maintain its high academic profile and international reputation, we ask you to revoke these dismissals and to reassume the aforementioned scholars among the faculty of your Institute,” the scholars concluded.

The letter comes during a period of controversy at the institute.

Last month, new statutes were approved for the institute, in response to a 2017 announcement that Pope Francis would legally refound the Institute, and broaden its academic curriculum, from a focus on the theology of marriage and the family to an approach that will also include the study of the family from the perspective of the social sciences.

After the new statutes designed to implement that vision were approved, students, alumni, and faculty raised concerns about the role of faculty members in the institute’s new governing structure, about the reduction of theology courses and the elimination of some theology disciplines, and about the dismissal of some faculty members, including Msgr. Livio Melina and Noriega.

Faculty members have told CNA they do not object to the pope’s desire to expand the school’s mission or approach, but say that the administrators responsible for implementing that mission have acted unfairly.

More than 250 students and alumni of Rome’s John Paul II Institute have signed a letter expressing their concern about the school’s new statutes, and the dismissal of Noriega and Melina. The letter expresses concern that current students will not be able to complete the academic programs in which they are currently enrolled, and the faculty dismissals have taken place without due process.

On July 31, Fr. Jose Granados, the Institute’s vice-president, told CNA that “the identity of the Institute is seriously threatened,” and called for administrators to resume discussion with faculty members about the approach to implementing Pope Francis’ call for an expansion of the school’s approach.
Earlier in July, the Institute’s president, Msgr. Pierangelo Sequeri, told Vatican News that that although some students have raised concerns about the Institute’s direction, others “have already written expressing confidence in the renewal and expansion of research and training in theological-pastoral and anthropological-cultural fields,” at the Institute.

Sequeri lamented the controversy surrounding changes to the Institute’s identity.

“The polemics, more or less malicious, that in this regard, try to involve the many students that look with trust to the project of a truly ‘Catholic’ knowledge and formation, obviously cultivate other interests. They are not the ones of John Paul II, not the ones of Pope Francis, not the ones of the Institute.”

Among the signatories to the letter are John Crosby, a professor of philosophy at Franciscan University of Steubenville; Ignacio de Ribera-Martin, an assistant professor at the School of Philosophy of the Catholic University of America; and Tracey Rowland, the St John Paul II Research Chair in Theology at Australia’s University of Notre Dame, Australia and member of the International Theological Commission.

Confusion grows at John Paul II Institute after scholars’ open letter

https://catholicherald.co.uk/news/2019/08/17/confusion-grows-at-john-paul-ii-institute-after-scholars-open-letter/ 
By Christopher Altieri, August 17, 2019

It is unclear whether the Institute will respond publicly to the letter
The debate over the Pontifical John Paul II Theological Institute for Marriage and Family Sciences has entered a new phase, after nearly 50 academics wrote an open letter asking the leadership to reconsider their reforms.

Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia and Mgr Pierangelo Sequeri, respectively Grand Chancellor and President of the JPII Institute, say they are aiming at “renewal in continuity”. But some of the changes they have introduced have appeared to former and current faculty and students alike as a radical departure from the theologically-oriented ethos that had been the core of the Institute.

There are also concerns over the manner in which those responsible have gone about the founding of the new Institute.

“It is with great distress,” the signatories write, “that we learned the news about the sudden dismissals of two full professors, José Noriega and Livio Melina, together with other colleagues: Maria Luisa Di Pietro, Stanisław Grygiel, Monika Grygiel, Przemysław Kwiatkowski, and Vittorina Marini.” The letter goes on to say, “We cannot see any convincing reason – academic, doctrinal or disciplinary – which justifies their dismissal.”

“If your institute wants to maintain its high academic profile and international reputation,” the letter says, “we ask you to revoke these dismissals and to reassume the aforementioned scholars among the faculty of your Institute.”

Two faculty members in particular are at the centre of the controversy: Prof Livio Melina and Prof José Noriega, who held respectively the chairs of fundamental and special moral theology in the old Institute. Prof Melina also served as president of the Institute in Rome for more than a decade before the Institute was suppressed and re-formed in 2017.

When the new charter and by-laws appeared in July, the two men found that their chairs had been eliminated, sparking several rounds of back-and-forth in the press that ended in the JPII Institute’s request for a few weeks in August to respond to the flood of queries.

Technically, the men were not dismissed from the Institute. When Pope Francis juridically suppressed the old Institute in 2017, professors’ contracts and rights of tenure ceased with it. Francis founded the new Institute in the same Apostolic Letter motu proprio by which he suppressed the old one, naming at the same time Archbishop Paglia Grand Chancellor, and Mgr Sequeri as President of the new Institute, and charged them with crafting and implementing the Institute’s new structure and curriculum.

As reported by The Catholic Herald, the leadership said that Melina and Noriega would be excluded from the new Institute merely because fundamental and special moral theology would no longer be taught. They also explained that Noriega’s current role as head of the Disciples of the Hearts of Jesus and Mary (DCJM) make him ineligible for tenure. Noriega, however, had held both positions – superior general of the DCJM and stable professor in the chair of special moral theology – since 2008, and has only a few months left in the leadership of his congregation.

Those explanations led to further questions. On August 2, Archbishop Paglia’s office said the new JPII Institute was not prepared to answer them. Paglia’s secretary, Fr Riccardo Mensuali, told The Herald, “The institute remains desirous of giving exhaustive responses, but asks a few weeks’ time in the month of August in order to formulate adequate responses,” to questions raised with the Institute.

Prof Stanisław Grygiel’s inclusion among the list of those dismissed, however, has caused some confusion. Though his courses have been eliminated and his role in the life of the institution apparently attenuated, Prof Grygiel nevertheless retains his research position in the new Institute, as director of the Karol Wojtyla Chair in Philosophical Anthropology – an endowed chair without teaching responsibilities attached to it.

Since achieving emeritus status many years ago, Prof Grygiel has not only retained the directorship of the chair, but has until now been invited regularly to teach at the Institute.

A source close to the letter told the Catholic Herald the mention of Prof Grygiel was meant to highlight his effective sidelining, and to beg reconsideration of it.
One of the signatories, Prof John C McCarthy, of the Catholic University of America, told the Herald he joined the letter August 3rd, without “having sought independent confirmation of every claim made in the letter,” and noting that the substance of the complaint remains despite the possibly imprecise statement regarding Grygiel’s status.

“I myself would in no way blame the original author or authors of the letter for not having rendered every particular with the utmost exactness, if indeed he or they were at any point inexact,” McCarthy said. “[F]rom what I have seen from various Italian and English-language reports in the media, it is hardly the case Archbishop Paglia and Prof Sequeri have even yet provided a clear and thorough account of the changes they have in mind, much less have they offered a persuasive rationale for what changes they have clearly announced,” he continued.

The Catholic Herald has not yet determined the identity of the letter’s principal draftsman or draftsmen. The signatories are contributors to an 11 hundred-page scholarly work curated by Prof. Noriega, titled Dizionario su sesso, amore e fecondità (Dictionary on Sex, Love, and Fecundity) released this year by the Sienese publishing house, Cantagalli. (Find the full text of the letter and a list of signatories here.)
“In the past three years, we, the undersigned members of ecclesiastical and secular academic institutions throughout the world, have had the privilege to participate at the recent great international scientific enterprise of your Institute,” they write.

They describe the project as “a very fruitful and professional scientific collaboration” that “has highlighted to us the outstanding academic profile of your institute as well as the great scientific and editorial competence of the main curator of the Dizionario, Professor José Noriega.”

One of Archbishop Paglia’s priest-secretaries in the Pontifical Academy for Life – which Paglia also heads – told The Herald on Friday that the Institute would be issuing a response to the open letter in a matter of days, perhaps as early as Monday of the coming week. A spokesperson for the JPII Institute, however, told the Herald that Paglia and Sequeri would “respond directly to the signatories, and not through the media.”
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