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MICHAEL PRABHU, SEPTEMBER 27, 2020
 

Justice Ginsburg, Trump, and what does “women’s rights” mean?
It took me a few hours to understand the significance of the conservative Catholic media’s “fuss” over the death of U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg on September 18: it’s all about “women’s rights”. And that’s what Ms. Ginsburg stood up for her whole life and which defined her political orientation in favour of the anti-life Democratic Party. Of course, liberal America -- and the world -- and most especially the Democrats are mourning her loss. So, don’t read “Catholic” America magazine and National Catholic Reporter/ncronline’s articles on the subject. What “women’s rights” and “gender equality” and a whole bunch of other euphemisms hide are what feminists the world over, including in India, pursue: abortion rights, the normalisation of heterosexuality, LGBTQ agendas, and the like.
For Catholic feminists, it includes the crusade for women to be ordained as priests. (See list of files at the end of the present file)
LifeSiteNews informs us that on the Black Lives Matter Movement (or BLM Global Network Foundation) web page one stated goal is to “disrupt” the “nuclear family”. “The term “reproductive justice” is a euphemism for a woman’s alleged right to an abortion.” Read https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/black-lives-matter-quietly-scrubs-website-of-goal-to-disrupt-the-nuclear-family?utm_source=must_reads, https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/blm-masking-its-marxism.  
Michael Voris of Church Militant calls Ruth Bader Ginsburg a 

Stone-cold Killer

https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-stone-cold-killer 
September 22, 2020
Let's cut through all the garbage and platitudes about a nation mourning a "trailblazing" jurist. Ruth Bader Ginsburg was a stone-cold killer who sent tens of millions of children to their deaths before they ever saw the light of day.
All this talk about her nice, sweet demeanor is nothing more than talk. And from a theological point of view, consider this: A few days ago when she closed her eyes on this life (forever) and opened them up on the next (forever), she would have been met, in part, by that throng of millions and millions of children she was instrumental in executing.

She went from being a judge to being judged, and unlike what she wielded, the Divine Judge deals strictly in justice, not agendas that pervert justice. This evil woman conflated women's rights to include murdering a child in the womb. She twisted the dignity of the feminine to open a door for the demonic. 

And, while we can't know for certain, there are only a few reasons to presume she is not a slave to the demonic now for all eternity. Hell, Satan, the demons have no regard for whether you served once on the "most powerful court in the land."

But since we are talking about a Justice and her own personal judgment and trial before the divine judgment seat, let's think about a few things, shall we? First, as will be the case for all of us — every last one — Satan, the accuser, will be there, as he was with Ruth Bader Ginsburg, accusing her. 

Ponder for a moment what the diabolical prosecutor would have been accusing her of. Child murder! By the tens of millions. The perversion of natural law, the law of God the Creator, who, uncomfortably and inconveniently for Ruth Bader Ginsburg, is also the same Creator sitting on the judgment seat.

It's one thing to sin, to even embrace sin. It is something of an entirely different magnitude to create an environment where an entire nation — hundreds and hundreds of millions of people over decades — embrace that sin, all as part of your own twisted worldview.

Woe to those who call evil "good," and good "evil." For the record, woe is not the word any of us wants coming up at our individual judgments before Almighty God. As in any court or trial, evidence is presented — testimony and so forth.

Let's return to that multitude of witnesses to her evil — the victims of her ideology. Children torn to shreds in their mothers' wombs, ribboned into little pieces in a swirl of blood and gore, sucked out through a vacuum hose with thin razor blades on the end.

Those souls had only a moment's existence compared to her nearly 90 years. Yet she saw fit to keep the wheels of the child-killing factory turning, well-oiled, with no exceptions. Not one single child in the womb was safe from this megalomaniac's monstrous contortion of natural law. 

The Marxists can go on all they want in this life about her legacy, but before the divine judgment seat, this would have been her legacy — testified to by her tens of millions of victims. She pronounced judgment on their bodies in this life, but they were there in the next life as judgment was pronounced on her soul.

And let's go even further into this. Of course, we do not know with certainty what her judgment was, but that does not lift the duty of pondering about Heaven and Hell — for every human being who has ever existed will be in one or the other. Pay attention Bp. Barron.

For a soul to be saved, that soul must die in a state of grace — in a state of sanctifying grace. That means they must have the life of the Blessed Trinity in them. "If you love me, you will keep my commandments; and my Father and I will come to you, and we will make our home in you."

A state, an existence of having Father, Son and Spirit living in you. But this state is not just stumbled upon. It doesn't just happen after a person has achieved the age of reason. It must be acted on, desired, cooperated in and with. And its purpose is to increase, to grow in holiness until we are brought at last into perfect holiness in the Beatific Vision, the beholding of God in the face.

No one stumbles or trips into Heaven. You must carry your cross, suffer, die to your passions, forsake evil, struggle to cooperate with the life of Christ in you so that you can move from a state of fallenness to the heights of the supernatural.

We are, in short, fighting for Heaven, the whole meaning of the term Church Militant. Part of the fight demands a rejection of sin, even though it still frequently holds an attraction for us. That's why confession exists.

But note, absolution in confession, in the sacrament, being forgiven of your sins, of our sins, requires a turning away from our sins, a pronouncement from us that we detest them, because of how abhorrent they are before God. Such an acknowledgment is a movement toward holiness, toward God. It also requires a promise that, as we leave the confessional, we will strive not to sin again. 

So forgiveness is conditional: Of course it is. God's love for us is unconditional, but salvation is not. Salvation comes with many conditions, and the rejection and walking away from sin — at least the sincere promise to — is one of the them.

So it becomes a point of contemplation, in light of Ginsburg's death, indeed for all of us, that at our judgments, one factor weighing in the balance of our eternal destiny is this: Given the opportunity to have continued living, would we have changed?

The good thief certainly did. We know that from Our Lord's words. Had he been taken down from the cross by some last-minute act of mercy by Pilate and nursed back to health, would he have amended his life and turned from his sins?

Yes. He had a true deathbed conversion. Amen. But what about the soul who is brought before the judgment seat by Michael — the Angel of Death — who, if she had been given more years, would not have turned from her sin? Precisely in what divine calculus could such a soul be saved? 

Is it reasonable to assume that had Hitler been granted another century of life on earth and was somehow spared — over those ensuing decades of the breakdown of the body that he retained the vigor of youth, or middle age — he would somehow have turned from mass killer and bringer-of-war to a spokesman for peace?

And likewise for Joseph Stalin — even more so, in fact, for Joseph Stalin — had Our Lord extended his life and likewise extended his physical strength for another hundred years, would he have abandoned his plans for world domination by godless Marxism?
Would he, at some point, have donned sackcloth and ashes and made reparation for the killing of tens of millions of people, for the enslavement of whole nations? The proof, as they say, is in the pudding.

Why would we assume that someone who dies in a state of grave sin — with blood on his or her hands, who probably (because of the killing) sent others to Hell before they might have repented — might be saved? It isn't enough to say, "Well, we don't know (even though we don't)." We do know the sum of their lives. And in some cases, we know their dying wishes, at least their last expressed ones.

Three days before he died, pro-abortion senator Ted Kennedy dictated a letter from his deathbed (or so we are told by family). In that letter, he expressed his desire that the U.S. Senate pass Obamacare — with all its provisions for abortion and contraception and the payment for abortion by taxpayers, even over their good-conscience objections.

His letter, in fact, became something of a rallying cry for his fellow child-killers in the U.S. Senate to pass Obamacare, which, of course, they did. As far as the world knows, that is the state Ted Kennedy died in. It's possible he changed his mind, repented in his heart with his last breath. We can only hope. But emphasis on hope.

We may not think it because there is not a thing to suggest it. There is nothing to inform our intellects with that any such occurrence happened. Turning back to the matter of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, we are told, as in the case with Kennedy, that she too expressed what amounts to a dying wish that her seat be filled by someone other than Trump — with, of course, what everyone understands to mean (and she certainty intended to mean) someone who would keep the child killing going.

This is, after all, all about abortion. Nowhere was there any remorse for her crimes against God. Nowhere. There was not in life and now, in death, a breath of repentance for the millions of young lives she crushed and snuffed out beneath her murderous ideology and the ideology of those who celebrated her.

But those tripping all over themselves to praise her cannot see her in her likely present state. And let's be honest here: She was either saved or damned, and no one who is spiritually honest can lay their odds on the former. We can hope, without reason, she was saved. In fact, some members of the staff and I were out eating when the news hit our phones, and after the first few immediate seconds of shock, we did exactly what good Catholics do and Our Lord demands: We prayed for her.

Ginsburg was ultimately an enemy of truth in this life. The tens of millions of her (and others') victims were brought before the throne of God at her judgment so she could see the fullness of her evil choices in this life. She would not admit or confront her evil in this life; she was made to do so in the next.

Those others will likewise face their own judgments, and when their time comes, that same cloud of witnesses will be assembled, called upon yet again to appear and be a living testimony against their evil. What a horror all this is to think about, even briefly. 

But justice and truth demand this all be said. The godless have the media, and they want no talk of things divine — and certainly not of the next world (of actual justice). Ginsburg lived a life fundamentally opposed to the truth, even if every now and then she did manifest some small modicum of judicial restraint or evenhandedness.

When it mattered, she sided with evil against truth — meaning against Christ. Well, now she has stood before Christ, as every single one of us will (including Joe Biden, Nancy Pelosi, John Kerry, Dick Durban, John Roberts, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and hordes of other power-hungry politicians and jurists who will see their role model, King Herod, in the fires of Hell if they do not repent before their deaths).

But the truly earth-shaking reality is that many of these people do not believe they have anything to repent from. At some point, earlier in their lives, they might have. Somewhere back up the road, they knew somewhere inside themselves what they were doing was wrong, that they were slaughtering good on the altar of evil for their own careers.

Somewhere later in their lives, because of the monstrosity of their sins, they killed their consciences — or so nearly killed them that truth, God, no longer had access to them. He knocks. He never stops knocking. They simply refuse to open. So be it. In what should be taken as a terrifying message, consider chapter 11 of Ecclesiastes: "Whether a tree falls to the south or to the north, wherever it falls, there shall it lie."

Things go the way they go and where they go according to their natures, regardless of the accolades of those still on earth who will, nevertheless, shortly follow them down below. If Ginsburg did indeed go to Hell, she has barely concluded her first hundred hours of torment that will never end.

For the damned, the horror of that reality comes crashing back on them: No matter how intense the torment, no matter how tremendous the agony, there is no escape. However "accepting" of the pain a soul might become (we're speaking figuratively here), it suddenly intensifies at the repeated realization that 100 hours means absolutely nothing because there is no time and there is no relief.

This never ends. Abandon all hope ye who enter here. Do everything you can in this life; endure whatever you must, but escape those fires of Hell. Nothing in this life — nothing — is worth eternal damnation.

Pro-abortion Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg dead at 87, 45 days before election
Ginsburg had supported partial-birth abortions and homosexual ‘marriage.’

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/breaking-pro-abortion-supreme-court-justice-ruth-bader-ginsburg-dead-at-87-45-days-before-election
Martin Bürger, Washington, September 18, 2020
Pro-abortion and pro-homosexuality Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg died today at 87 years of age. She was the oldest of the nine justices.
“May God have mercy on her soul,” said John-Henry Westen, Co-Founder and Editor-in-Chief of LifeSiteNews. “Justice Ginsburg was known for her friendship with the late Justice Antonin Scalia, a pro-life Catholic who attended the Traditional Latin Mass. We hope that his faith had an impact on her later in her life, and that she repented of her pro-abortion activism at the end.”

She died of “complications of metastatic pancreas cancer,” according to the Supreme Court.

Shannon Bream of Fox News told Tucker Carlson Tonight that Ginsburg “died peacefully.” 

Among other decisions, Ginsburg had voted to strike down a law banning partial-birth abortions in Nebraska. “A state regulation that ‘has the purpose or effect of placing a substantial obstacle in the path of a woman seeking an abortion of a nonviable fetus’ violates the Constitution,” she argued.

Ginsburg was also in favor of so-called homosexual “marriage.” Only a few months after the Supreme Court struck down the Defense of Marriage Act in 2013, Ginsburg became the first Supreme Court justice to officiate a homosexual “wedding” ceremony.

“I think it will be one more statement that people who love each other and want to live together should be able to enjoy the blessings and the strife in the marriage relationship,” Ginsburg said afterwards. She subsequently officiated at several other same-sex “weddings,” before imposing homosexual “marriage” on the nation in the 2015 case Obergefell v. Hodges.

Ginsburg had been hospitalized several times this year.

Earlier this month, President Donald Trump had announced the names of 20 new candidates he would consider to fill any openings on the Supreme Court, including three senators: Ted Cruz of Texas, Tom Cotton of Arkansas, and Josh Hawley of Missouri.

Another name on the new list was Sarah Pitlyk, who was part of the defense team for Center for Medical Progress head David Daleiden in Planned Parenthood’s case against him for exposing the abortion giant’s sale of organs from aborted babies.
Before the 2016 election, Trump had already released two lists with 21 names overall. A social conservative favorite from those lists is Amy Coney Barrett.

It remains to be seen whether Trump, and a Senate with a small Republican majority, will be able to push through any candidate before the November elections.

In May 2019, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said “we’d fill it” if a Supreme Court seat became vacant before the 2020 election.

According to an NPR report, Ginsburg had told granddaughter Clara Spera, “My most fervent wish is that I will not be replaced until a new president is installed.”

“Justice Ginsburg’s tragic passing makes it clear just how important...the U.S. Supreme Court” is, said Kristan Hawkins, President of Students for Life of America. “President Trump must move quickly to nominate someone committed to protecting life in law, fulfilling his promise to appoint judges who don’t see the Constitution as a fill-in-the-blank document.”

Subject: Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg Dead

Date: Sat, 19 Sep 2020 17:28:42 +0000

From: 
Michael Voris newsletter@churchmilitant.com 
To: michaelprabhu@ephesians-511.net 

The battle is about to go nuclear.
Less than 24 hours after the death of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the Democrats are already mobilizing for mayhem, vowing mass civil unrest and even violence if they don't get their way.
The election's stakes have increased a hundredfold. Catholics and all conservatives are waiting to see if President Trump and the GOP will make good on their word of filling this High Court vacancy with a truly pro-life nominee.

Democrats mobilizing for mayhem. Urging radical action to block Trump nominee
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/democrats-mobilizing-for-mayhem
Christine Niles, Washington, September 19, 2020
Less than 24 hours after the death of Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Democrats are already calling for mass civil unrest and even violence if things don't go their way.
"Outraged people should take to the streets en masse," wrote Michelle Goldberg in a New York Times opinion column Saturday. "Democrats in the Senate may not be able to stop Republicans from shoving a nominee through before the election or during a lame-duck session, but if it happens they should do all in their power to grind Senate business to a halt."

She urges Democrats to take radical action if a "Federalist Society fanatic" is seated, and work towards abolishing the filibuster and packing the court — adding extra seats so as to counteract the potential 6–3 conservative majority.
Radical Action

New York Democrat Sen. Charles Schumer is of similar mind, issuing a warning Friday night: "Let me be clear: If Leader McConnell and Senate Republicans move forward with this, then nothing is off the table for next year. Nothing is off the table."

And two-time presidential loser Hillary Clinton is calling on Democrats "to use every single possible maneuver" to block Republicans' attempt to seat a new High Court justice.

"You know, every possible procedural obstacle has to be thrown in the way of this power drive by McConnell," said Clinton. "There are things that can be done that need to be done literally 24/7. I am sure Chuck Schumer and his leadership team is already looking and talking about it."
"Let's go down fighting and not give an inch," she urged.

New York Democratic Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez called Ginsburg's death "earth-shattering" and expressed hopes her passing would "radicalize" Democrats.
"Let this moment radicalize you," she said Friday in a video posted on social media. "Let this moment really put everything into stark focus because this election has always been about the fight of and for our lives. And if anything, tonight is making that more clear to more people than ever before."

Producer Reza Aslan, who hosts a CNN documentary series, tweeted, "If they even TRY to replace RBG we burn the entire f*****g thing down."
Moving to Fill the Vacancy
President Donald Trump has vowed to act quickly to fill the High Court vacancy, tweeting a message to the GOP Saturday morning, "We were put in this position of power and importance to make decisions for the people who so proudly elected us, the most important of which has long been considered to be the selection of United States Supreme Court Justices. We have this obligation, without delay!"

In a private phone call with Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell Friday night, Trump discussed his preferences for the High Court bench, naming 7th Circuit Court of Appeals judge (and devout Catholic) Amy Coney Barrett as well as Barbara Lagoa of the 11th Circuit, according to The Washington Post.
McConnell has promised the next nominee will get a vote from the full Senate. Democrats are blasting him for "hypocrisy" after he used the 2016 election year as a reason to block President Obama's nomination of Merrick Garland.
But the circumstances were different, noted Sen. Lindsay Graham, chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee.

"You had the president of one party nominating, and you had the Senate in the hands of the other party," Graham said in an interview with Greta Van Susteren, scheduled to air Sunday. "A situation where you've got them both would be different."

This year, a Republican president would be nominating a candidate who would be confirmed by a Republican-controlled Senate.

Graham has reversed course on his 2016 promise not to seat a High Court nominee in a presidential election year. The viciousness and unscrupulosity of the Democrats' attack on Justice Brett Kavanaugh in 2018 — of which Graham said, "This is the most unethical sham since I've been in politics" — has shifted the landscape.

"[A]fter Kavanaugh, the rules have changed, as far as I'm concerned," said Graham Saturday morning.

While Trump has provided a list of more than 40 Supreme Court nominees, which include a number of pro-life heavyweights, Democrat contender Joe Biden is resisting calls to produce his own set of names — drawing fire from critics. 
Republican Sen. Chuck Grassley said Wednesday, "I hope Vice President Biden will agree with me that the American people deserve this information before the election, not after. I call on Vice President Biden to release the list of names from which he would nominate."

"This is now a lynchpin issue of this election, and Joe Biden, where do you stand?" asked White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany on Fox News show "Fox & Friends" Saturday. "What do your justices look like? Do they believe in the Constitution? Do they abide by the Constitution. Do they believe in the plain words of a statute? He needs to answer those questions before telling President Trump exactly how to move forward."

Deathbed Wish

Various media outfits have reported that Ginsburg's final wish was her hope that her vacancy would be filled by the next president. Some, however, have expressed skepticism about the claim.

Tucker Carlson, for instance, said on his show Friday night, "I'm going to choose not to believe that she said that, because I don't think that people on their deathbeds are thinking about who's president," going on to predict that "this will be used as a cudgel by the Left."

It appears leftists are already doing that, California Sen. Dianne Feinstein saying Saturday morning, "We should all honor that wish and wait until after the presidential inauguration to take action."
Feminist icon Gloria Steinem is also using the deathbed wish to pressure the GOP to hold off: "We can also honor what she said so recently: 'My most fervent wish is that I will not be replaced until a new president is installed.'"

And in an article titled "Ruth Bader Ginsburg's dying wish highlights Trump's Supreme Court hypocrisy," Loyola Law Professor Jessica Levinson wrote, "McConnell and Trump have both made statements praising Ginsburg’s life and legacy. Yet, they stand now prepared to trample it." 
All Tweet images omitted by me in the above article.

Trump says he’ll announce a female Supreme Court nominee ‘on Friday or Saturday’
Judge Amy Coney Barrett remains at the top of the list. The President met with her on Monday.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/trump-says-hell-announce-a-female-supreme-court-nominee-on-friday-or-saturday 
Martin Bürger, Washington, September 22, 2020

President Donald Trump is moving quickly to ensure the Republican majority in the Senate gets to fill the Supreme Court vacancy created by the death of 87-year-old pro-abortion Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
During an interview with “Fox & Friends” on Monday morning, Trump said he was planning to announce his nominee “on Friday or Saturday.” He also said recently that all the potential nominees on his shortlist are women and that he will choose a woman to fill the vacancy. 

The President explained he wanted to wait with the announcement until after the funeral for Ginsburg. 

However, the funeral is scheduled for next week. “Ginsburg’s family plans to hold a private burial next week at Arlington National Cemetery, where she will be buried next to her husband Marty,” reported a local ABC station. This week, Ginsburg will lie in repose at the Supreme Court and, on Friday, at the Capitol.

In the interview, Trump said he had already narrowed his list of people he’ll consider for the Supreme Court to five women.

Judge Amy Coney Barrett of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit is considered by many observers to be the front runner. President Trump met with Barrett on Monday afternoon at the White House. Details from the meeting have not emerged.

The President has put two Justices on the Supreme Court, so far. First, he filled the seat left vacant by the death of conservative Antonin Scalia with Neil Gorsuch.

Gorsuch wrote the majority opinion for a decision earlier this year that reinterpreted longstanding anti-discrimination law to include homosexuality and gender confusion.

After a fierce battle in the media, as well as in the Senate, Trump’s second pick for the Supreme Court, Brett Kavanaugh, was also confirmed.

At the time, Amy Coney Barrett had already been one of the top contenders to fill the vacancy created by Justice Anthony Kennedy’s resignation.
Barrett had become a hero to social conservatives when, during her confirmation hearing for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, Democratic Senator Dianne Feinstein attacked her for her Catholic faith, saying that “when you read your speeches, the conclusion one draws is that the dogma lives loudly within you.”
How the death of Ruth Bader Ginsburg could change America
https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2020/sep/23/how-the-death-of-ruth-bader-ginsburg-could-change-america-podcast 

September 23, 2020
Barrett, Rushing, Lagoa: Whom will Trump put on the Supreme Court?
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/barrett-rushing-lagoa-who-should-trump-put-on-the-supreme-court? 
Calvin Freiburger, Washington, September 23, 2020

[…] Allison Jones Rushing, Barbara Lagoa…
Other women Trump may nominate include Kate Comerford Todd and Martha Pacold…
Trump’s Top 5 High Court Picks
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/trumps-top-high-court-picks 
Christine Niles, Washington, September 24, 2020

[Her list includes Joan Larsen, drops Martha Pacold.]
Now the following 2 pieces are interesting! They precede the September 18 death of Ms. Ginsburg.

Trump announces potential Supreme Court nominees, one of whom defended pro-life hero Daleiden
Sarah Pitlyk was part of the defense team for Center for Medical Progress head David Daleiden in Planned Parenthood’s case against him for exposing the abortion giant’s sale of organs from aborted babies.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/trump-announces-potential-supreme-court-nominees-one-of-whom-defended-pro-life-hero-daleiden 
Martin Bürger, Washington, September 9, 2020
President Donald Trump this afternoon released a list with 20 additional names of potential Supreme Court nominees, including three senators: Ted Cruz of Texas, Tom Cotton of Arkansas, and Josh Hawley of Missouri.
Another name on the new list was Sarah Pitlyk, who was part of the defense team for Center for Medical Progress head David Daleiden in Planned Parenthood’s case against him for exposing the abortion giant’s sale of organs from aborted babies.

[VIDEO]

Just in December, the Senate confirmed her nomination to the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, defying left-wing attacks on her pro-life public statements.
“Ms. Pitlyk is a towering intellect, a supremely capable lawyer, and a strong Constitutional conservative,” Thomas More Society executive vice president Andrew Bath said at the time. Pitlyk had worked as special counsel for the Thomas More Society.

“She’s done terrific legal work over the years on some of the Thomas More Society’s biggest cases, and that, together with her service as a law clerk for now U.S. Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh has prepared her well for her time on the bench,” Bath continued. “Sarah Pitlyk will be a fair and wise federal judge who will bring honor and distinction to the federal judiciary and make the president who nominated her and the Senate that confirmed her proud.”

Trump said during today’s brief speech announcing the new names, “Every one of these individuals will ensure equal justice, equal treatment, and equal rights for citizens of every race, color, religion, and creed.”

He emphasized that all potential Supreme Court nominees would be justices like the late Antonin Scalia, Clarence Thomas, and Samuel Alito. He did not, in that context, refer to the two justices he nominated himself, namely Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh.

Both Gorsuch and Kavanaugh have written opinions disappointing conservatives.

Trump had already released two lists with 21 names overall during his 2016 campaign for president.

‘It’s time for Roe v. Wade to go’: US Senator on Trump’s Supreme Court nominee list
The 1973 Supreme Court decision imposed abortion on demand across the country

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/its-time-for-roe-v-wade-to-go-us-senator-on-trumps-supreme-court-nominee-list 

Paul Smeaton, September 10, 2020
Republican Sen. Tom Cotton of Arkansas called for the dismantling of U.S. abortion law shortly after being named by President Trump among a list with 20 additional names of potential Supreme Court nominees.
“It's time for Roe v. Wade to go,” Cotton posted to Twitter yesterday, referring to the 1973 Supreme Court decision which imposed abortion on demand across the country.

Cotton followed up the social media post with another shortly after, stating: “The First Amendment protects your right to worship. The Second Amendment protects your right to own and carry a gun. And it's time for Roe v. Wade to go.”

“I’m honored that President Trump asked me to consider serving on the Supreme Court and I’m grateful for his confidence. I will always heed the call of service to our nation,” Cotton said in an official statement. 
“The Supreme Court could use some more justices who understand the difference between applying the law and making the law, which the Court does when it invents a right to an abortion, infringes on religious freedom, and erodes the Second Amendment.”

The list announced yesterday also included Republican senators Ted Cruz of Texas and Josh Hawley of Missouri.

Unlike Cotton, Hawley subsequently stated that he has “no interest in the high court” and is focused on “confirming constitutional conservatives.”

Hawley recently said he will “vote only for those Supreme Court nominees who have explicitly acknowledged that Roe v. Wade was wrongly decided.”
Another name on the new list was Sarah Pitlyk, who was part of the defense team for Center for Medical Progress head David Daleiden in Planned Parenthood’s case against him for exposing the abortion giant’s sale of organs from aborted babies.

Trump also added to the list Allison Jones Rushing, a social conservative favorite who previously interned for Alliance Defending Freedom and now sits on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit, and Stuart Kyle Duncan of U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. Duncan was the lead attorney who successfully argued on behalf of the owners of Hobby Lobby before the United States Supreme Court against Obamacare’s contraception mandate, thereby protecting the conscience rights of business owners.
All Tweet images omitted by me in the above article.
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Subject: Supreme Court Battle

Date: Fri, 25 Sep 2020 17:51:03 +0000 {23:21}
From: Michael Voris newsletter@churchmilitant.com 
To: michaelprabhu@ephesians-511.net 

Hello, Faithful Catholic,
I will be covering President Trump's Supreme Court nomination announcement LIVE at ChurchMilitant.com.
The Democrats are declaring an all-out WAR on whomever Trump nominates — ESPECIALLY if he nominates an orthodox Catholic.

Catholics like you must be plugged in to these events because the very fabric of our nation is changing by the day.
If you haven't already, click here to reserve your seat for all of our election-related coverage.
God love you,
Michael Voris
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Multiple reports claim Trump will nominate Amy Coney Barrett to Supreme Court
The nomination will be officially announced Saturday, September 26.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/multiple-reports-claim-trump-will-nominate-amy-coney-barrett-to-supreme-court 
Claire Chretien and Calvin Freiburger, Washington, September 25, 2020

American media reported this evening that President Donald Trump will nominate Judge Amy Coney Barrett to the United States Supreme Court tomorrow. 
The Hill reported, “President Trump will nominate Judge Amy Coney Barrett to replace Ruth Bader Ginsburg on the Supreme Court on Saturday barring any last second change, multiple people familiar with the process confirmed to The Hill.”

The New York Times was even more confident, with its headline (as of 9:28 P.M. Eastern time) declaring, “Trump Selects Amy Coney Barrett to Fill Ginsburg’s Seat on the Supreme Court.”

Barrett is a former University of Notre Dame law professor and Catholic mother of seven who became famous when Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) interrogated her about her Catholic faith during her confirmation hearing for the Seventh Circuit in 2017. Axios reported last year that Trump privately said he was “saving her” to replace Ginsburg.

If she is indeed appointed by Trump and confirmed by the U.S. Senate, Barrett will be the first pro-life woman to sit on the high court.

“Mr. Trump said this week that he had five top contenders, but he is only known to have met with Barrett, and he saw her twice in the week since Ginsburg died, on Monday and on Tuesday,” CBS News noted.

A former clerk for the late conservative stalwart Justice Antonin Scalia, Barrett is widely regarded as a pro-life originalist. She was a member of Notre Dame’s Faculty for Life group, signed a 2015 letter expressing  “solidarity with our sisters in the developing world against what Pope Francis has described as ‘forms of ideological colonization which are out to destroy the family,’” and is reported to have signed another letter published by Becket Law criticizing the Obama administration’s contraception mandate.

Revolver News further notes that Barrett has taken the conservative and/or originalist stance in written positions on hot-button issues such as due process for sexual assault claims on college campuses, the right to bear arms, and immigration. Perhaps most encouragingly, Barrett has also written multiple articles critical of the stare decisis doctrine, which grants weight to past rulings’ status as precedent, regardless of whether they were rightly decided.

There is no doubt that the fight over Barrett’s confirmation will be bitter. This week, a number of hit pieces on People of Praise, a charismatic group with which Barrett is affiliated, surfaced, with some leftists insinuating or outright claiming (incorrectly) that the Christian group inspired Margaret Atwood’s A Handmaid’s Tale. 
[Tweets]

Despite Barrett’s popularity among conservatives, some have also expressed doubts about her. Last year, conservative Catholic writer John Zmirak wrote that she was “not a safe pick” because of an article she wrote in law school with her then-professor, John Garvey, arguing that a Catholic judge would have to recuse herself when asked to impose the death penalty on someone.  
While (as noted above) Barrett has presided over immigration cases without recusing herself (and has voted to uphold executions more than once), Zmirak argued that Barrett might reverse course should Catholic authorities such as Pope Francis move to make their left-wing views official Catholic doctrine.

Barrett addressed the article in her confirmation hearings for the Seventh Circuit, explaining that “I was very much the junior partner in our collaboration” and that it does not reflect “how I think about these questions today with ... the benefit of 20 years of experience and also the ability to speak solely in my own voice[.] … I cannot think of any cases or category of cases in which I would feel obliged to recuse on grounds of conscience.”

On Wednesday, Zmirak wrote that Barrett has “proved better than her word” on the Seventh Circuit, leading him to “withdraw my previous questions about her fitness.”

Others have raised concerns over Barrett joining a panel ruling that denied the Illinois Republican Party’s request for an emergency stay of the governor’s 50-person limit on religious gatherings. Attorney Robert Barnes takes this as evidence she’s an “authoritarian”; Barrett-defenders such as National Review’s Ed Whelan argue that the decision merely applied the legal criteria necessary for a stay.

All Tweet images omitted by me in the above article.

Subject: See You in One Hour!

Date: 
Sat, 26 Sep 2020 19:45:04 +0000 {00:15 IST, Sunday 27 September}

From: 
Michael Voris newsletter@churchmilitant.com 

To: 
michaelprabhu@ephesians-511.net 

In less than one hour, I will be covering President Trump's Supreme Court nomination announcement LIVE at ChurchMilitant.com.
This is going to change the future of our country in a MAJOR way.
Michael Voris
The pick is in!
From: CatholicVote brianburch@catholicvote.org 
Date: Sun, Sep 27, 2020 at 2:45 AM
Subject: The pick is in!
To: Michael Prabhu jrmcare@gmail.com 
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Dear Michael,
“Highly qualified.”
“A brilliant jurist... fair and impartial.”
And a faithful Catholic mother of seven children.
Amy Coney Barrett will make an excellent Supreme Court justice!
I am honored to be at the White House tonight where President Trump just announced his choice to fill the open vacancy on the Supreme Court. The excitement is palpable. Judge Barrett, with her husband and children, should make every Catholic proud! I sure am...
This is the woman we hoped the President would select.
Now it’s our job to help her get confirmed!
Notre Dame Law colleague Professor Carter Snead wrote in the Washington Post today that Barrett has an “incandescent mind that has won the admiration of colleagues across the ideological spectrum.” Snead cited respected liberal Harvard Law professor Noah Feldman, who wrote in 2018: “Any Senate Democrat who tries to go toe to toe with Barrett over her legal abilities is going to lose. Badly.”
Judge Barrett is a graduate of Rhodes College, where she was recognized as the most outstanding English major. She attended Notre Dame Law School on a full scholarship, where she graduated Summa Cum Laude in 1997. Today she is a professor of law at Notre Dame as well as a judge on the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals, after being confirmed by the Senate in 2017.
Barrett is an originalist just like the late Justice Antonin Scalia, for whom she clerked 22 years ago. Clerks at the time say she was Scalia’s favorite. She believes in judicial restraint, and looks to the text and original intent of legislators -- and the Constitution -- when interpreting the law.
And she is a Catholic.
She believes in the inherent dignity of every human person. Which is why left-wing senators and activists are attacking her. Despite the fact that she pledged to act impartially and not to allow her faith to dictate any judicial decision -- pro-abortion forces know what is at stake. And they intend to destroy her.

Who can forget Senator Dick Durbin, D-IL, interrogating her during her confirmation hearing in 2017: “Are you an orthodox Catholic?” But the most jaw-dropping moment at Barrett’s 2017 confirmation hearing was when Senator Dianne Feinstein, D-CA, stated: “In your case, professor, when you read your speeches, the conclusion one draws is that the dogma lives loudly within you. And that’s of concern.”
Last night a former staffer on Capitol Hill began tweeting about Barrett’s two adopted children from Haiti, suggesting that Judge Barrett and her husband could have been involved in a “sketchy” and “transracial adoption” fraught with trauma and potential harm.
These attacks are baseless and totally disgusting.
But it’s likely to only get worse.
Thankfully, we’re fighting back. As the Wall Street Journal reported last night, we’ve joined forces with four other major conservative advocacy organizations to coordinate and help lead a $25 million grassroots effort to confirm Judge Barrett.
Your CV Team is already working on a new ad campaign set to launch next week.

PRIORITY: Our #1 request tonight is that you please pray for Judge Barrett and her family.
Every day, if possible. If history has taught us anything (Remember Brett Kavanaugh?), it’s going to get very ugly. The very best thing we can do is pray for the intercession of all the angels and saints to protect Judge Barrett and her family in the coming days and weeks.
Finally, as you might imagine, we weren’t expecting this. We already have our massive election effort underway, and now will engage in this historic confirmation fight. How could we not!? 
I am going to need your support to pull this off, too.
If you can chip in tonight, we’ll put your gift to work immediately.
Brian Burch
BREAKING: Trump nominates Catholic mom of 7 Judge Amy Coney Barrett to Supreme Court
Barrett is already under attack by Democrats and left-wing media.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/trump-officially-announces-his-third-scotus-nominee?utm_source=OneSignal 

Martin Bürger and Calvin Freiburger, September 26, 2020 - 5:04 pm EST
President Donald Trump officially announced he intends to fill the open seat on the Supreme Court with pro-life Catholic Judge Amy Coney Barrett. If confirmed by the Senate, the 48-year-old will take the place of pro-abortion Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who died on September 18.
In his speech in the White House Rose Garden, Trump confirmed what various media outlets, including The New York Times and The Hill, reported yesterday.

“I stand before you today to fulfill one of my highest and most important duties,” said Trump. “It is a very proud moment indeed.”

Trump called Barrett “one of our nation’s most brilliant and gifted legal minds.”

“She is a woman of unparalleled achievement, towering intellect, sterling credentials,” and commitment to the Constitution, he said.

Barrett, a mother of seven children, including two who are adopted, will be the first pro-life woman on the Supreme Court. She will also be the only woman with children serving as a Supreme Court Justice.

Sonia Sotomayor, nominated by President Barack Obama, is divorced and never had any children, while Elena Kagan, also an Obama nominee, never married.

Barrett’s children and husband were in the Rose Garden seated near First Lady Melania Trump as Barrett’s nomination was announced. Maureen Scalia, wife of the late Justice Antonin Scalia, was in the Rose Garden as well.

For many years, Barrett taught law at the University of Notre Dame. She became famous when California Senator Dianne Feinstein asked Barrett about her Catholic faith during her confirmation hearing for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit in 2017.

“When you read your speeches, the conclusion one draws is that the dogma lives loudly within you,” Feinstein had said. “And that’s of concern when you come to big issues that large numbers of people have fought for, for years, in this country.”

A former clerk for the late conservative stalwart Justice Antonin Scalia, Barrett is widely regarded as a pro-life originalist. She was a member of Notre Dame’s Faculty for Life group, signed a 2015 letter expressing “solidarity with our sisters in the developing world against what Pope Francis has described as ‘forms of ideological colonization which are out to destroy the family,’” and is reported to have signed another letter published by Becket Law criticizing the Obama administration’s contraception mandate.

Barrett has been under attack from Democrats and left-wing media since before Trump announced her as an official nominee.

Democratic campaign strategist Dana Houle tweeted, “I would love to know which adoption agency Amy Coney Barrett & her husband used to adopt the two children they brought here from Haiti.”
“So here’s a Q: Does the press even investigate details of Barrett’s adoptions from Haiti? Some adoptions from Haiti were legit. Many were sketchy as hell. And if the press learned they were unethical & maybe illegal adoptions, would they report it? Or not [because] it involves her children,” he added.

“Would it matter if her kids were scooped up by ultra-religious Americans, or Americans weren’t scrupulous intermediaries & the kids were taken when there was family in Haiti? I dunno. I think it does, but maybe it doesn’t, or shouldn’t.”

While the tweets were subsequently deleted, Missouri Senator Josh Hawley posted a screenshot, commenting, “Read this from Democrat activist & Hill staffer. Questioning whether #AmyConeyBarrett *illegally* adopted her children from Haiti, maybe snatching them from birth parents! This is the Dem gameplan. Nothing but raw bigotry and hate. I promise you, this will not stand.”

Arkansas Senator Tom Cotton tweeted, “Disgusting. The left now smearing Amy Coney Barrett for adopting children.”

With Amy Coney Barrett on the nation’s highest court, Trump would have nominated three of the nine Justices, the other two being Brett Kavanaugh and Neil Gorsuch.

Three of the justices are currently considered to be staunch liberals: Sotomayor and Kagan, as well as Stephen Breyer, who was nominated by President Bill Clinton.

All other Justices were nominated by Republican presidents. Chief Justice John Roberts is considered to be a swing vote, although he has repeatedly sided with the liberals, including in National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius, which essentially saved Obamacare in 2012.

Some conservatives have also voiced concern about Brett Kavanaugh’s strong emphasis of precedent, leading to speculation he might not overrule the 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade, legalizing abortion.

Neil Gorsuch disappointed conservatives when writing the majority opinion in Bostock v. Clayton County earlier this year, redefining the term “sex” in the 1964 Civil Rights Act to mean not simply “male” and “female” as biological facts, but also “sexual orientation” and “gender identity.

Josh Hammer of First Liberty Institute called the decision the “Roe v. Wade of religious liberty.” 

Speaking of Barrett’s upcoming confirmation hearings, Hammer tweeted yesterday, “This battle is going to make the Kavanaugh confirmation look like a cakewalk.”

“All of the Left’s political warfare that you will see over the next five weeks is about protecting the ‘right’ to snuff out unborn children from the womb,” he later specified. “All of it.”

FULL TEXT: Trump’s Rose Garden speech nominating Judge Amy Coney Barrett to Supreme Court
'She is a woman of unparalleled achievement, towering intellect, sterling credentials, and unyielding loyalty to the Constitution.'

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/full-text-trumps-rose-garden-speech-nominating-judge-amy-coney-barrett-to-supreme-court 
September 26, 2020 - 5:48 pm EST 

Below is a transcript of President Donald Trump’s speech in the White House Rose Garden nominating Judge Amy Coney Barrett, a Catholic, pro-life mom of seven, to the Supreme Court of the United States.

I stand before you today to fulfill one of my highest and most important duties under the United States Constitution: the nomination of a Supreme Court Justice. This is my third such nomination after Justice Gorsuch and Justice Kavanaugh. And it is a very proud moment indeed. Over the past week, our nation has mourned the loss of a true American legend. Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was a legal giant and a pioneer for women.

Her extraordinary life and legacy will inspire Americans for generations to come. Now we gather in the Rose Garden to continue our never-ending task of ensuring equal justice and preserving the impartial rule of law.

Today, it is my honor to nominate one of our nation's most brilliant and gifted legal minds to the Supreme Court. She is a woman of unparalleled achievement, towering intellect, sterling credentials, and unyielding loyalty to the Constitution. Judge Amy Coney Barrett. We're also joined by Amy's husband, Jesse. Thank you, Jesse, very much. And their seven beautiful children. Congratulations to you all. Very special day. With us as well are the first lady, along with Vice President Mike Pence and his amazing wife, Karen. Thank you very much.

Judge Barrett is a graduate of Rhodes College and the University of Notre Dame Law School. At Notre Dame, she earned a full academic scholarship, served as the executive editor of the Law Review, graduated first in her class and received the law school's award for the best record of scholarship and achievement. Upon graduation, she became a clerk for Judge Lawrence Silberman on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. Amy then received one of the highest honors a young lawyer could have serving as a clerk on the Supreme Court for Justice Antonin Scalia.

Top of Form

A very highly respected law professor at Notre Dame wrote to Justice Scalia with a one sentence recommendation: “Amy Coney is the best student I ever had.” That's pretty good. Justice Scalia hired her shortly thereafter, and we are honored to have his wonderful wife, Maureen. And a great secretary of labor [Eugene Scalia]. Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr. Secretary Very good genes in that family, I will say, very good genes.

Before joining the bench, Judge Barrett spent 15 years as a professor at the University of Notre Dame Law School. She was renowned for her scholarship, celebrated by her colleagues and beloved by her students. 
Three times she was selected at Notre Dame “Distinguished Professor of the Year.” When I nominated Judge Barrett to serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit in 2017, every law clerk from her time at the Supreme Court endorsed her and endorsed her nomination, writing, “We are Democrats, Republicans, and Independents. Yet we write to support the nomination of Professor Barrett to be a Circuit Judge. Professor Barrett is a woman of remarkable intellect and character. She is eminently qualified for the job.”

And I can tell you, I did that, too. I looked and I studied. And you are very eminently qualified for this job. You are going to be fantastic, really fantastic.  

The entire Notre Dame law facility and faculty, everybody, everybody at that school also got so many letters, also wrote letters of support of Amy's nomination to the 7th Circuit. They wrote, in effect, despite our differences, we unanimously agree that our constitutional system depends upon an independent judiciary staffed by talented people devoted to the fair and impartial administration of the rule of law. And we unanimously agree that Amy is such a person. For the last three years, Judge Barrett has served with immense distinction on the federal bench.

Amy is more than a stellar scholar and judge. She's also a profoundly devoted mother. Her family is a core part of who Amy is. She opened her home and her heart and adopted two beautiful children from Haiti. Her incredible bond with her youngest child, a son with Down syndrome, is a true inspiration. If confirmed, Justice Barrett will make history as the first mother of school-aged children ever to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court.

To her children, Emma, Vivian, Tess, John Peter, Liam, Juliet, and Benjamin: Thank you for sharing your incredible mom with our country. Thank you very much. Amy Coney Barrett will decide cases based on the text of the Constitution, as written. As Amy has said, being a judge takes courage. You are not there to decide cases as you may prefer. You are there to do your duty and to follow the law wherever it may take you.

That is exactly what Judge Barrett will do on the U.S. Supreme Court. I want to thank the members of the Senate. We have so many of them here today.

Thank you very much. I see you in the audience and you're so proud. But I want to thank you for your commitment and to providing a fair and timely hearing.  

I know it will be that.

Judge Barrett was confirmed to the circuit court three years ago by a bipartisan vote. Her qualifications are unsurpassed, unsurpassed, and her record is beyond reproach. This should be a straightforward and prompt confirmation. Should be very easy. Good luck. It's going to be very quick. I'm sure it'll be extremely noncontroversial. We said that the last time, didn't we?

Well, thank you all very much. And thank you for being here. I further urge all members of the other side of the aisle to provide Judge Barrett with the respectful and dignified hearing that she deserves and frankly, that our country deserves. I urge lawmakers and members of the media to refrain from personal or partisan attacks. And the stakes for our country are incredibly high. Rulings that the Supreme Court will issue in the coming years will decide the survival of our Second Amendment, our religious liberty, our public safety, and so much more. To maintain security, liberty and prosperity, we must preserve our priceless heritage of a nation of laws. And there is no one better to do that than Amy Coney Barrett. Law and Order is the foundation of the American system of justice.

No matter the issue, no matter the case before her, I am supremely confident that Judge Barrett will issue rulings based solely upon a fair reading of the law. She will defend the sacred principle of equal justice for citizens of every race, color, religion and creed. Congratulations again to Judge Barrett. I know that you will make our country very, very proud.

FULL TEXT: Judge Amy Coney Barrett accepts Trump’s nomination to Supreme Court
'A judge must apply the law as written. Judges are not policy makers, and they must be resolute and setting aside any policy views they might hold. The president has asked me to become the ninth justice and as it happens, I'm used to being in a group of nine: my family.'

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/full-text-judge-amy-coney-barrett-accepts-trumps-nomination-to-supreme-court 
September 26, 2020 - 6:24 pm EST 

Judge Amy Coney Barrett, a Catholic mother of seven, delivered these remarks at the White House Rose Garden this evening upon being nominated to the U.S. Supreme Court by President Donald Trump.

Thank you very much, Mr. President. I am deeply honored by the confidence that you have placed in me. I am so grateful to you and the First Lady, to the Vice President, and the Second Lady, and to so many others here for your kindness on this rather overwhelming occasion. I fully understand that this is a momentous decision for a president. And if the Senate does me the honor of confirming me, I pledge to discharge the responsibilities of this job to the very best of my ability. I love the United States and I love the United States Constitution.

I am truly humbled by the prospect of serving on the Supreme Court, should I be confirmed. I will be mindful of who came before me. The flag of the United States is still flying at half staff in memory of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg to mark the end of a great American life. Justice Ginsburg began her career at a time when women were not welcome in the legal profession. But she not only broke glass ceilings, she smashed them. For that, she has won the admiration of women across the country and indeed all over the world.

She was a woman of enormous talents and consequence, and her life of public service serves as an example to us all. Particularly poignant to me was her long and deep friendship with Justice Antonin Scalia, my own mentor. Justices Scalia and Ginsburg disagreed fiercely in print without rancor in person. Their ability to maintain a warm and rich friendship, despite their differences, even inspired an opera. These two great Americans demonstrated that arguments, even about matters of great consequence, need not destroy affection. In both my personal and professional relationships, I strive to meet that standard.

I was lucky enough to clerk for Justice Scalia, and given his incalculable influence on my life, I am very moved to have members of the Scalia family here today, including his dear wife, Maureen. I clerked for Justice Scalia more than 20 years ago. But the lessons I learned still resonate. His judicial philosophy is mine, too. A judge must apply the law as written. Judges are not policy makers, and they must be resolute and setting aside any policy views they might hold. The president has asked me to become the ninth justice and as it happens, I'm used to being in a group of nine: my family.

Top of Form

Our family includes me, my husband Jesse, Emma, Vivian, Tess, John Peter, Liam, Juliet, and Benjamin.

Vivian and John Peter, as the president said, were born in Haiti and they came to us five years apart when they were very young, and the most revealing fact about Benjamin, our youngest, is that his brothers and sisters unreservedly identify him as their favorite sibling. Our children obviously make our life very full. While I am a judge, I'm better known back home as a room parent, carpool driver, and birthday party planner. When schools went remote last spring, I tried on another hat. Jesse and I became co-principals of the Barrett E-Learning Academy. And yes, the list of enrolled students was a very long one. Our children are my greatest joy, even though they deprive me of any reasonable amount of sleep.

I couldn't manage this very full life without the unwavering support of my husband, Jesse. At the start of our marriage, I imagined that we would run our household as partners. As it has turned out, Jesse does far more than his share of the work. To my chagrin, I learned at dinner recently that my children consider him to be the better cook. For 21 years, Jesse has asked me every single morning what he can do for me that day. And though I almost always say, “nothing,” he still finds ways to take things off my plate. And that's not because he has a lot of free time. He has a busy law practice. It's because he is a superb and generous husband and I am very fortunate.  

Jesse and I have a life full of relationships not only with our children, but with siblings, friends and fearless babysitters, one of whom is with us today. I am particularly grateful to my parents, Mike and Linda Coney. I have spent the bulk of my adulthood as a Midwesterner, but I grew up in their New Orleans home. And as my brother and sisters can also attest, mom and dad's generosity extends not only to us, but to more people than any of us could count. They are an inspiration. It is important at a moment like this to acknowledge family and friends. But this evening, I also want to acknowledge you, my fellow Americans. The president has nominated me to serve on the United States Supreme Court, and that institution belongs to all of us. If confirmed, I would not assume that role for the sake of those in my own circle and certainly not for my own sake.  

I would assume this role to serve you. I would discharge the judicial oath, which requires me to administer justice without respect to persons, do equal right to the poor and rich, and faithfully and impartially discharge my duties under the United States Constitution.

I have no illusions that the road ahead of me will be easy, either for the short term or the long haul. I never imagined that I would find myself in this position. But now that I am, I assure you that I will meet the challenge with both humility and courage. Members of the United States Senate, I look forward to working with you during the confirmation process, and I will do my very best to demonstrate that I am worthy of your support.  

Thank you.  

Trump’s nominee. Catholic Amy Barrett picked for High Court - VIDEO

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/trumps-nominee?mc_cid=6eb049ff9a&mc_eid=04daa98f29 

Church Militant, September 26, 2020
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MORE ON TRUMP
Why 2020 election could trigger America’s apocalypse
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/why-2020-election-could-trigger-americas-apocalypse

‘The general direction of the country is toward disintegration. The nation is polarized and coming apart. A real apocalypse is in the making’ 

John Horvat II, September 1, 2020

Our elections are taking on sinister overtones. Each one is billed as the most important of our lifetime. And each one is the most important—until the next election. The unraveling political processes bring our Armageddon each time closer. 
Thus, we live in times of apocalypse elections, in which the victory of one side represents an apocalypse for the other. The only way to avoid total breakdown is an exhausting seesaw of stalemates in which one party prevails over the other, which keeps the winner of the White House in check by holding on to the House or the Senate. 

However, the general direction of the country is toward disintegration. The nation is polarized and coming apart. A real apocalypse is in the making.

Political Drama without Fire and Brimstone 
This scenario is a recent phenomenon since elections in time past were never this dramatic or consequential. The political parties had significant differences, but the nation had a common direction inside the liberal order. There was political drama but not an apocalypse’s fire and brimstone.

A political system reflects the society it governs. Thus, when society had some order, people found ways of resolving problems civilly.  Courtesy and modesty governed human relationships and prevented the explosions of the unbridled passions. Virtue played an essential role in regulating society and keeping things balanced. 

Although the American order has long contained the seeds of a later explosion, gravitas and respect in politics informed most of its history. They kept the Apocalypse’s Four Horsemen at bay.

The Rise of Clashing Narratives
Everything changed when social structures deteriorated in the sixties and seventies. The safety nets and guardrails that kept society civil and moral fell by the wayside. A cultural revolution shook America like an earthquake, challenging all institutions, fashions, morals and orthodoxies. This revolution set in motion gradual political processes, which sought to mainstream the radical cultural changes showcased at Berkeley and Woodstock.  

Revolutionaries hoped that society would accept the changes without much resistance. They did not expect the profound reactions against procured abortion, same-sex “marriage,” socialism, transgenderism, and, most recently, satanism. They were not prepared for the grueling Culture War of the last fifty years, which continues unabated in vast sectors of the American public.

Instead of the smooth transition of parallel narratives, American society has polarized and clashed. Everything is now weaponized, politicized and radicalized from sports to bathrooms, pronouns to personal preferences.  

Hence, the rise of intense apocalypse elections. 

The Problem of Apocalypse Elections
Like the Biblical narrative, apocalypse elections happen when a decadent society is faced with an anti-Christian agenda so forceful that it sparks serious reaction. 

Not all react to the anti-Christian offensive equally. However, in America, the Christian element did mobilize and engage the overwhelming attack upon its values. The struggle forced each side to seek an ever more intense application of its bedrock principles. Each faction strove to express itself more authentically and clearly. 

Thus, each successive apocalypse election builds toward an apotheosis with ever more dramatic consequences. 

Not Only a Matter of Partisan Politics
However, apocalypse elections are far more than partisan affairs. A final victory of one party over the other will not resolve the problem. In the present climate, political parties are shallow surface representations of unseen tectonic movements deep within American society. Political conventions and campaigns must often adapt their messages to the fickle sentiments of voters and are thus limited in their ability to represent the profound issues.   

However, the elections are apocalyptical because they reflect an existential struggle to define America’s soul. They are apocalyptical because they represent a fight between good and evil, truth and error, faith and disbelief. Thus, the herculean back and forth of struggle will bring the deeper issues to the surface.   

The Real Battle
The real battle in today’s society is between two contrary visions of life. 

One side groups together Ten Commandments Americans—those who still value the remnants of Christian civilization centered on the God-given institutions of family, community and faith. They defend the philosophical framework of Western thought and recognize God’s sovereignty over His creation. 

The other side’s flag represents an aggressive anti-Christian civilization based upon postmodern thought and extreme individualism that questions all certainties, values and narratives. It recognizes no masters save the unbridled passions burning like demons within each soul. 

In the ever-shrinking center is a decadent society that is being forced to choose which way it will go. The liberal establishment and media favor the anti-Christian side. The battle is playing out in the streets of Portland or other cities where rioters now roll out guillotines, burn flags and Bibles, and unabashedly attack the forces of law and order. They shout, “Death to America!” These disrupters follow the script of countless other revolutionaries of the past, attempting to terrorize complacent and decadent societies into submitting to totalitarian agendas. 

A mostly silent majority of Americans attached to God, order and country opposes these rioters. This majority of Ten Commandment Americans must speak out. It must not be intimidated by the dark message of hatred and class struggle. On the contrary, it must soundly reject it.

The present apocalypse election is a dangerous step toward revolution. All must choose what America is going to be.  

John Horvat II is a scholar, researcher, educator, international speaker, and author of the book Return to Order, as well as the author of hundreds of published articles. He lives in Spring Grove, Pennsylvania where he is the vice president of the American Society for the Defense of Tradition, Family and Property
Trump v. Biden: One honors Virgin Mary with song, other fawns over sexually explicit rapper Cardi B
Trump turned to classical ‘Ave Maria’ for inspiration while accepting his party's nomination. Biden tried to gain popularity among young voters by interviewing sexually explicit rapper Cardi B.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/trump-v-biden-one-honors-virgin-mary-with-song-other-fawns-over-sexually-explicit-rapper-cardi-b 
Doug Mainwaring, September 1, 2020
Music tells a large part of the story when it comes to understanding the difference between President Donald Trump and Democrat presidential contender Joe Biden and what they and their political parties stand for. 
Trump’s official announcement accepting the Republican Party’s nomination to run for reelection was immediately followed by a beautiful rendition of Ave Maria ––Hail Mary–– sung in Latin, honoring the Blessed Virgin Mother.   

A week before that unprecedented Catholic moment at the White House, Elle Magazine published Democrat candidate Joe Biden’s interview with Cardi B, a rapper famous for extreme obscene lyrics in the music she peddles to young minds.  

Cardi B is a former stripper whose song, Wet A** Pu**y (WAP), is about a woman who prostitutes herself to earn money.  Moreover, it’s a lesson in hypersexualization for impressionable teen girls, grooming them to see themselves as nothing more than sex objects, and in the most base, demeaning, and vile terms. 

“The 77 year-old Democrat is happy associating with a rapper who revels in women being whores,” noted conservative radio show host Wayne Dupree of Biden.  

“Not only Biden, but the Democratic Party and progressives have embraced this vile woman,” continued Dupree.  “Not a real surprise, for they have also embraced the BLM thugs, the Antifa anarchists, and anyone who hates America.” 

Compare Ave Maria to Cardi B’s current hit, Wet A** Pu**y: One is about a woman full of grace, the other about a woman full of sin. There are more souls in hell for sins of the flesh than for any other reason, Our Lady of Fatima told the Portuguese children more than a century ago. 

Tucker Carlson called the song, “Garbage.”  

“It's aimed at young American girls,” said Carlson. “People are getting rich pushing that crap on the country and they should be ashamed of themselves, but they’re not ashamed of themselves.”

“Joe Biden just did an interview with Cardi B,” continued the Fox News host.  Biden “doesn’t do a lot of interviews,” but “he just did one with her.  He sucked up to her and called himself ‘Joey B.’”

“This is not James Brown being sexually suggestive on stage.  Go online right now and look up the lyrics to this song,” urged Carlson. “Ask yourself: ‘If you were Joe Biden, would you suck up to the person who sang it?’” 

Biden referred to Cardi B in “glowing terms,” wrote National Review’s Robert Cherry, “How can he justify embracing her?”

And yet he has embraced her, and in so doing, embraced her loud message to American girls to see themselves as nothing more than whores, willfully engaging in rough, dehumanizing, loveless sex.

In contrast, President Trump, with his family gathered around him, kicked off his reelection campaign with a song honoring the Virgin Mary. 

“By all means let's invoke the help of Jesus' mother in protecting our nation & our descendants from those who consider abortion ‘sacred’ and our physical, sexual natures as the tools of fetishists, quack doctors, and pornographers,” said conservative Catholic commentator John Zmirak in a Tweet about the White House event. 

“The stakes could not be clearer this election,” he declared.

In June, President Trump and First Lady Melania Trump visited Washington, DC’s Saint John Paul II Shrine and took a moment to kneel and pray. 
From: CatholicVote brianburch@catholicvote.org 
Date: Thu, Sep 17, 2020 at 4:19 AM
Subject: this shocked me
To: Michael Prabhu jrmcare@gmail.com 
Dear Michael,
A friend recently shared this eye-opening story --
It happened while taking the Holy Eucharist to an elderly, homebound parishioner.
During her visit, they began talking about the news, politics, and the election. Unprompted, the elderly lifelong Catholic spoke up:
“Well, I’m voting for Joe Biden. He carries a Rosary with him and says it every day.”
My friend was shocked, and replied: “It’s wonderful if he does pray the Rosary, but our vote is not about the rosary in his pocket -- it’s about what Joe Biden will do to America. For example, did you know that Joe Biden supports abortion 100% -- and has pledged to make Catholics pay for it?”
She had no idea. And neither do many Catholics.

You and I are informed Catholics. We follow the news. And we know the issues.
But we also know the tricks politicians and the media play. And my friend’s story should be a wake-up call. I bet you know many Catholics just like the woman in the story. Far too many have no idea how extreme the Democratic Party has become.
This is why I need your help to make sure every Catholic knows the truth!
Our new ad tells the truth: Joe Biden will force Catholics to pay for abortions.

Let’s make sure ignorance is no excuse. We can’t risk a single Catholic voter saying: "If I only knew...”
The polls in swing states are tightening. This race is winnable.
And everyone agrees: Catholics will decide it.
Brian Burch

Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano has once again publicly warned about the massive international significance of the outcome of the November U.S. elections.
Archbishop Viganò: Trump is ‘preparing to fight against the demonic forces of the deep state’
'The presidential elections in November represent an epochal challenge, a biblical challenge, the outcome of which will be decisive not only for the United States of America but for the whole world.'

https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/archbishop-vigano-trump-is-preparing-to-fight-against-the-demonic-forces-of-the-deep-state 
Archbishop Carlo Mario Viganò, September 23, 2020
Editor’s Note: The following is a note the Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò sent to the National Catholic Prayer Breakfast, which was held today. The event organizers declined to read it aloud at the event, which this year took place online. LifeSiteNews publishes it in full below.
With deep emotion I have learned that President Donald J. Trump will be taking part in the National Catholic Prayer Breakfast on 23 September.
On this occasion, Attorney General William Barr will receive the NCPB’s Christifideles Laici Award (Christ’s Faithful Laity), named after the Apostolic Exhortation On the Laity by Pope John Paul II.
I would like to make myself present on this memorable occasion, in which I participated with great enthusiasm as Apostolic Nuncio during the years of my mission in Washington, D.C. (2011-2016).

I therefore join all the participants in this extraordinary celebration and all American Catholics, who see in President Donald Trump the greatest defender of the supreme values of Christian civilization: of life, from conception to natural death; of the natural family composed of one man and one woman and children; and of love for the homeland: One Nation under God! And, most importantly, he stands for defending the right to freely practice our Faith, thus allowing us more fully to honor God.

The presidential elections in November represent an epochal challenge, a biblical challenge, the outcome of which will be decisive not only for the United States of America but for the whole world.

It is necessary that all of you Catholics of America are well aware of the role that Providence has deigned to entrust to your President, and that you are aware of the extraordinary battle that He is preparing to fight against the demonic forces of the deep state and against the New World Order. I am at your side with fervent prayer, together with millions of Catholics and with all people of good will throughout the world.

Our trust rests in God, the Almighty, whose right hand always works wonders.

+ Carlo Maria Viganò,
Titular Archbishop of Ulpiana
Former Apostolic Nuncio of Washington, D.C. (2011-2016)
The 10 best pro-life, pro-America highlights of the Republican National Convention
The historic convention featured pro-life luminaries such as Abby Johnson and Chen Guancheng.

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/watch-10-amazing-pro-life-pro-america-highlights-of-the-republican-national-convention
Doug Mainwaring, Washington, August 28, 2020

NINE SHORT VIDEO CLIPS OMITTED BY ME
The Republican Party wrapped up its 2020 convention last night, with President Donald Trump officially accepting the GOP nomination to run for a second term.  

Here are 10 amazing highlights from the four-day pro-life, pro-religious liberty, pro-America gathering, most of which was virtual: 

1.) Abby Johnson, a former Planned Parenthood facility director who parted ways with the abortion giant in 2009, is founder of “And Then There Were None,” an organization that has helped 600 people so far out of the abortion industry.

“For most people, abortion is abstract. They can’t conceive of the barbarity,” said Johnson. “For me, abortion is real. I know what abortion sounds like, I know what abortion smells like. Did you know abortion had a smell? I do.”

“I support President Trump because he has done more for the unborn than any other president,” she said. 

Top of Form

“During his first month in office, he banned federal funds for global health groups that promote abortion,” she continued. 

“That same year he overturned an Obama-Biden rule that allowed government subsidy of abortion. He appointed a record number of pro-life judges, including two Supreme Court justices, and importantly he announced a new rule protecting the rights of health care workers objecting to abortion, many of whom I work with every day.”  

“This election is a choice between two radical, anti-life activists and the most pro-life president we have ever had,” she declared.

2.) Sister Dede Byrne, formerly a colonel in the U.S. Army Medical Corps, is a member of the Community of the Little Workers of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, remains a doctor and surgeon serving the poor in Washington, D.C.   

“As a physician, I can say without hesitation, ‘Life begins at conception.’ While what I have to say may be difficult for some to hear, I am saying it because I am not just pro-life; I’m pro-eternal life. I want all of us to end up in heaven together someday.”

Sister Dede told her audience of millions of American viewers that she had been praying to be allowed to be a voice for human life. She saw the invitation to speak at the Republican National Convention as an answer to that prayer and was firm in her support of the re-election of Donald Trump.

“Donald Trump is the most pro-life president this nation has ever had, defending life at all stages,” Sister Dede said.

“His belief in the sanctity of life transcends politics.”
In contrast, she described Biden-Harris as “the most anti-life presidential ticket ever” because together they support even late-term abortion and infanticide.

“The stakes are life and death and the choice is clear. Pro-life Americans must unite to defeat Biden-Harris.”

3.) Pro-life teen Nick Sandmann offered a firsthand account of the recklessness of the mainstream media casting the 2020 presidential election as a decision to rally around a president who stands up to press misconduct. 

“Looking back now, how could I have possibly imagined that the simple act of putting on that red hat would unleash hate from the left and make myself the target of network and cable news networks nationwide?” asked Sandmann. 

“My life changed forever in that one moment,” Sandmann said. “The full war machine of the mainstream media revved up into attack mode.” 

“The truth was not important,” to the mainstream media, he explained. “Advancing their anti-Christian, anti-conservative, anti-Donald Trump narrative was all that mattered. And if advancing their narrative ruined the reputation and future of a teenager from Covington, Kentucky, well so be it.”

“And I know you’ll agree with me when we say that no one in this country has been a victim of unfair media coverage more than President Donald Trump,” he continued. “In November, I believe this country must unite around a president that calls the media out, and refuses to let them create a narrative instead of reporting the facts.” 

Sandmann concluded his remarks by declaring, “one more thing: let’s make America great again” and donning the now-infamous red hat.

4.) Congressional candidate Madison Cawthorn, a 25-year-old paralyzed from the waist down after a tragic car accident, stunned viewers when he rose from his wheelchair to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.   

“In this new town square you don’t have to apologize for your beliefs, or cower to a mob.  You can kneel before God but stand for our flag,” said Cawthorn.

“I say to Americans who love our country, young and old, be a radical for freedom. Be a radical for liberty.  And be a radical for our republic for which I stand,” said the young man, hoisting himself up. “One nation, under God, with liberty and justice for all.”
5.) Legendary Notre Dame football coach Lou Holtz said that “the Biden-Harris ticket is the most radically pro-abortion campaign in history” and that Joe Biden is a “Catholic in name only,” while “nobody has been a stronger advocate for the unborn” than President Donald Trump.
Holtz said that one of the important reasons President Trump has his trust is because “nobody has been a stronger advocate for the unborn.”

“The Biden-Harris ticket is the most radically pro-abortion campaign in history,” he declared. “They and other politicians are Catholics in name only” who “abandon innocent lives,” while “President Trump protects those lives.”

“Can you imagine what would’ve happened to us if President Trump had not shown up in 2016 to run for president?” asked the famed coach. “I’m so glad he showed up.”

“I encourage everyone who loves this country — who loves America — to show up in November for President Trump,” urged Holtz.
6.) Former NFL player Jack Brewer began by declaring, “I’m a life-long Democrat, but I support Donald Trump.”  

“This convention marks a time to celebrate our history. Republicans are the party that freed the slaves, and the party that put the first black men and women in Congress. It’s the party of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln and now, Tim Scott,” said Brewer, referring to the South Carolina senator. 

“Our president has made incredible strides to end mass incarceration and give unprecedented opportunities for blacks in America to rise,” Brewer noted.

Brewer concluded by paraphrasing God’s merciful promise in 2 Chronicles 7:14:
America, let this election be a call for all God’s people who are called by His Name to humble ourselves and pray together, and to seek His Face, and to turn from our wicked ways. Then He will hear us from heaven, and he will forgive our sins and He will heal our land.
7.) Human rights activist Chen Guancheng, who defected from China in 2012, had strong praise for President Trump’s courage and global leadership in dealing with the Chinese Communist Party. 

“The U.S. must use its values of freedom, democracy, and the rule of law to gather a coalition of other democracies to stop CCP’s aggression,” stressed Chen. 

pic.twitter.com/HkdgNru1hb
— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) August 27, 2020
“President Trump has led on this, and we need the other countries to join him in this fight, a fight for our future,” he continued. “Standing up to fight unfairness isn’t easy, I know. So does President Trump, but he has shown the courage to lead that fight.”

The human rights activist stressed, “We need to support, vote, and fight for President Trump for the sake of the world.”

8.) Ann Dorn, widow of retired African-American police captain David Dorn who was killed trying to protect a friend’s store amid the violent protests and looting in St. Louis in June, pleaded through tears for racial healing.  

“I relive that horror in my mind every single day," said Ann Dorn “My hope is that having you relive it with me now will help shake this country from this nightmare we are witnessing in our cities and bring about positive, peaceful change.”    

“How did we get to this point where so many young people are so callous and indifferent towards human life?” she asked. “This isn't a video game where you can commit mayhem and then hit ‘reset’ and bring all the characters back to life. Dave is never coming back. He was murdered by people who didn't know, and didn't care, that he would have done anything to help them.”

“Violence and destruction are not legitimate forms of protest. They do not safeguard black lives. They only destroy them,” she continued. “We cannot heal amid devastation and chaos.”

pic.twitter.com/dPREplQXg0
— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) August 28, 2020
“President Trump knows we need more Davids in our communities, not fewer. We need to come together in peace and remember that every life is precious,” said Dorn. 

9.) President Donald J. Trump, accepting the Republican party’s nomination to run for a second term, said, “Despite all of our greatness as a nation, everything we have achieved is now in danger.”  

“This is the most important election in the history of our country,” declared the president to thunderous applause.  

“At no time before have voters faced a clearer choice between two parties, two visions, two philosophies or two agendas,” he explained. “This election will decide whether we save the American dream, or whether we allow a socialist agenda to demolish our cherished destiny.” 

“This election will decide whether we will defend the American way of life, or whether we allow a radical movement to completely dismantle and destroy it,” he added.

10.) Ave Maria
The Republican National Convention concluded with what one commentator has called “the most Catholic moment in American history.” 

“Ave Maria” – the “Hail Mary” prayer – was performed to close out the event.
Opera singer Christopher Macchio offered a beautiful rendition of the song, cherished by Catholics, from the Blue Room balcony of the White House after President Trump’s speech officially accepting his party’s nomination to run for reelection. 

‘Ave Maria’ caps Republican National Convention: ‘Most Catholic moment in American history’
'The stakes could not be clearer in this election.'

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/ave-maria-caps-republican-national-convention-most-catholic-moment-in-american-history
Doug Mainwaring, Washington, August 28, 2020
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The Republican National Convention concluded with what one commentator has called “the most Catholic moment in American history”: the performance of “Ave Maria” – the “Hail Mary” prayer, put to music. 

Opera singer Christopher Macchio offered a beautiful rendition of the song, cherished by Catholics, from the Blue Room balcony of the White House after President Donald Trump’s speech officially accepting his party’s nomination to run for reelection. 

After the sung prayer to Our Lady, Macchio invited the Trump family and guests gathered on the south lawn of the White House to join in singing “God Bless America” and “America the Beautiful.”
“God will honor those who honor Him (and those who honor the Mother of God the Son),” proclaimed Dr. Taylor Marshall, Catholic author and a member of Catholics for Trump advisory board.  “Ave Maria!!!!”

God will honor those who honor Him (and those who honor the Mother of God the Son). Ave Maria!!!! https://t.co/lYzt3TIcFi
— Dr Taylor Marshall (@TaylorRMarshall) August 28, 2020
“This is the most Catholic moment in American history,” declared conservative Catholic commentator John Zmirak. “Thank New York City, a once great Catholic city, for making potus possible.”

This is the most Catholic moment in American history. Thank New York City, a once great Catholic city, for making @potus possible.

— John Zmirak (@JZmirak) August 28, 2020
“By all means let's invoke the help of Jesus' mother in protecting our nation & our descendants from those who consider abortion ‘sacred’ and our physical, sexual natures as the tools of fetishists, quack doctors, and pornographers,” continued Zmirak in a subsequent Tweet. 

“The stakes could not be clearer this election,” he added.

By all means let's invoke the help of Jesus' mother in protecting our nation & our descendants from those who consider abortion "sacred" and our physical, sexual natures as the tools of fetishists, quack doctors, and pornographers. The stakes could not be clearer this election.

— John Zmirak (@JZmirak) August 28, 2020
The Ave Maria was sung from the balcony of the White House tonight
This is a Key Moment
Only a very few saw the strands that have been working over the past year that led to this crescendo

— Jack Posobiec (@JackPosobiec) August 28, 2020
US bishops tell Catholic voters abortion is ‘preeminent issue’ in 2020 election
‘Abortion is an intrinsic evil, meaning that it is never permitted or morally justified, regardless of individual circumstances or intentions’

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/us-bishops-tell-catholic-voters-abortion-is-preeminent-issue-in-2020-election
Lianne Laurence, Baltimore, Maryland, September 25, 2020

With the U.S. presidential election just 39 days away, America’s Catholic bishops are reiterating the Church’s longstanding teaching that abortion is the “preeminent” social justice issue when it comes to voting.
“The threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority because it directly attacks life itself, because it takes place within the sanctuary of the family, and because of the number of lives destroyed,” stated Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, Kansas in a statement released this week titled “Priorities at the Polls.”

Naumann, the chair of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) committee on pro-life activities, was quoting directly from the September 2019 introductory letter to the bishops’ 2015 document “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.”
Although in their 2019 letter the bishops “did warn us not to ‘dismiss or ignore other serious threats to human life and dignity such as racism, the environmental crisis, poverty, and the death penalty,’ they did give priority to upholding and defending our brothers’ and sisters’ most basic right—to live,” stated Naumann.

“Abortion is an intrinsic evil, meaning that it is never permitted or morally justified, regardless of individual circumstances or intentions,” he added.

Moreover, the “enormous number of human lives destroyed by abortion is one factor that elevates its importance. The most recent available data indicates over 2,000 children per day die from abortion in the United States. Since abortion was legalized in 1973, over 61 million children have been killed—and untold numbers of women and men suffer in the aftermath.”

Naumann emphasized that the “tragedy of abortion” is “distinct” from other social ills because the child in the womb has no legal protection.

“It is currently legal to directly and intentionally take the life of an innocent human being. Current laws in our country fail to protect the lives of unborn children,” he stated.

“Our highest Court does children in their mothers’ wombs as persons and claims that abortion is a constitutional right. Further, many political leaders work actively to increase access to abortion. Some falsely describe it as health care and even as a basic human right.”

Cath O’Neill, current executive director of Catholics for Trump tweeted her gratitude to the USCCB for speaking up at a critical juncture:

Thank you @USCCB for affirming that abortion is the PREEMINENT priority for Catholic voters. https://t.co/HgjNaDFMkR
CC: #CatholicsForBiden

 HYPERLINK "https://twitter.com/JamesMartinSJ?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw" @JamesMartinSJ @TeamJoe @DickDurbin @timkaine @SenBobCasey @ConorLambPA @tedlieu @AGBecerra @MartinOMalley @RepBrendanBoyle @sr_simone
— Cath O’Neill (@cathponeill) September 25, 2020
Indeed, the lead-up to the November 3 election has underscored the bitter divide in the American Catholic Church over this fundamental issue.

As Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden plays up his Catholic faith despite his extreme pro-abortion policies and support for homosexual “marriage,” and proponents of the so-called “seamless garment” theory — notably the dissident group “Catholics for Biden” — argue that the killing of an unborn child is but one of many issues Catholics should consider at the ballot box, public support runs high for Wisconsin priest Fr. James Altman, who is facing possible canonical penalties for asserting “you cannot be a Catholic and a Democrat.” 

And as Bishops Joseph Strickland of Tyler, Texas, Bishop Rick Stika of Knoxville, Tennessee, and Bishop Thomas Paprocki of Springfield, Illinois, denounced Biden for his pro-abortion stance, Cardinal Joseph Tobin of Newark, New Jersey, issued a de facto endorsement of Biden and Bishop John Stowe of Lexington, Kentucky, suggested that the preeminent issue for Catholic voters to consider is not abortion but the environment.
“They are both critical issues,” Stowe said during a webinar hosted by Catholic Climate Covenant. “I think an argument could be made that … creation is the preeminent issue, because without the environment to sustain human life, you can’t have human life.”

Stowe was one of the prelates, along with Bishop Robert W. McElroy of San Diego and Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago, who during last year’s USCCB meeting argued in favor of downplaying abortion as a social justice priority, with the latter two citing Pope Francis’s encyclical Gaudete et Exsultate as a reason for doing so. The majority of bishops disagreed, but the vote was 3 to 1.

Stowe, Cupich, McElroy, and Tobin are all recognized as liberal forces within the USCCB who have publicly endorsed the work of Fr. James Martin, SJ, who seeks to normalize homosexuality within the Catholic Church.

Martin, who gave a virtual blessing at the Democratic National Convention, recently scolded his fellow priests for stating that to vote for Biden is a “mortal sin,” and told them they should care as much about homosexual and transgender persons, the poor, and the homeless as they do about abortion. 

He also advised them to read the USCCB document Naumann referenced.

In his statement, Naumann urged Catholics to vigorously oppose the evil of abortion.

“People of good will must boldly stand up against this intrinsic evil, especially when it is occurring on a massive scale, implemented in law and funded, in some instances, by the government,” he said.

“As believers and citizens inspired by the Gospel and guided by the shepherds of our Church, we must do what we can to end violence in the womb, ensure that unborn children are fully recognized and protected by our laws, and to support mothers and fathers in embracing life.”

In 2006 Pope Benedict XVI identified three “principles which are not negotiable” in politics. He first mentioned the “protection of life in all its stages, from the first moment of conception until natural death.”

Also, he referenced the “recognition and promotion of the natural structure of the family – as a union between a man and a woman based on marriage – and its defense from attempts to make it juridically equivalent to radically different forms of union which in reality harm it and contribute to its destabilization, obscuring its particular character and its irreplaceable social role.”

Viganò: Deep State has now teamed up with Deep Church to overthrow Trump, usher in New World Order
The Deep State is now moving with Deep Church to transform the Catholic Church into the ‘spiritual arm’ of the New World Order, the Archbishop said. 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/vigano-deep-state-has-now-teamed-up-with-deep-church-to-overthrow-trump-usher-in-new-world-order 
Archbishop Carlo Mario Viganò, September 25, 2020
“Corruptio optimi pessima.”: Saint Gregory the Great
Seeking to find any coherence of the recent action of the Society of Jesus with the original intentions of Saint Ignatius of Loyola is an arduous if not impossible task, to the point that in hindsight one considers the reconstitution of the Order in 1814 after its suppression by Clement XIV in 1773 to have been ill-advised. It is not surprising that, in the process of dissolution and self-demolition to which the entire ecclesial body is subjected, the contribution of the Jesuits has been – and still remains – decisive. It is no coincidence that since 2013 even the highest throne has been occupied by a Jesuit, Jorge Mario Bergoglio, even though this is in violation of the Ignatian Rule that forbids members of the Society of Jesus to take up positions in the hierarchy.
In the international geopolitical context, the role of Italy may appear in some ways marginal, but in reality Italy is a testing-ground for the experiments of social engineering that the globalist agenda intends to extend to all governments over the span of the next ten years, both in the economic and political sphere as well as the religious one. It is therefore understandable why La Civiltà Cattolica and its omnipresent director Fr. Antonio Spadaro, S.J., have spent themselves in decomposed endorsements both of the Italian and global Left, including the Democratic Party in America and the Communist Party in China. On the other hand, the ideological closeness of the Society of Jesus to left-wing revolutionary movements dates back to the first symptoms of 1968, which Vatican II laid the ideological foundations for and which found their greatest expression in the theology of liberation, after having removed the condemnation of communism from the preparatory documents of the Council. It is significant that many of the protagonists of that unfortunate season in Latin America, after the indulgence and moderate sanctions imposed by the Holy See in recent decades, have been rehabilitated and promoted by an Argentine Jesuit.
Seeing Prodi and Gentiloni [two former Italian Prime Ministers] together with Father Spadaro for the presentation of the essay “Nell’anima della Cina” [In the Soul of China] [here] should not surprise anyone: they are the expression of that deplorable “adult Catholicism” that ignores the necessary consistency of Catholics in politics desired by John Paul II and Benedict XVI, but that holds together the heterogeneous bestiary of progressivism in the name of Malthusian environmentalism, the indiscriminate welcome of immigrants, gender theory, and the religious indifferentism sanctioned by the Abu Dhabi Declaration. The Assisi Conference – Economy of Francesco – and the coming Encyclical Fratelli Tutti confirm the anthropocentric imprint and the green shift of the Bergoglian church, which instead of the courageous and “politically incorrect” proclamation of the Gospel to all the nations has preferred the easiest environmentalist and immigrationist claims of the globalist agenda, which are dramatically risky for our Western civilization. And President Trump has understood this all too well.

Prodi and Gentiloni in Italy – and we would also add Premier Conte, given his origin and his education – have their counterparts on the American side in so-called Catholic personalities like Joe Biden, Nancy Pelosi, and Andrew Cuomo: all of them proudly support abortion and gender indoctrination, and all of them are proudly in favor of the Antifa and Black Lives Matter movements that are setting entire American cities on fire. An equitable and honest analysis of the international sponsors of these parties, these “spontaneous” movements and Catholic progressivism reveals a disturbing common thread running through all of these so-called philanthropists who manipulate the political and economic fortunes of the planet with enormous funding. In recent days it has been reported in the news that the Jesuits in America have received grants of nearly two million dollars (over four years) from George Soros, and it seems that the same agreement between the Holy See and the Chinese Communist regime has been financed by large annual donations from Beijing to the Vatican coffers that are in a disastrous state. The fact that the Church fell prostrate before the lockdown, suspending liturgical celebrations and closing churches all over the world, has led to considerable collateral economic damage, for which Chinese donations and the lucrative business of welcoming immigrants represent an obvious compensation. 

The United States is witnessing the highest levels and centers of cultural influence of the American Catholic Church shamelessly siding in favor of the Democratic candidate and more generally in favor of the entire apparatus that has been consolidating in recent decades within the public administration. The Deep State, Trump’s sworn enemy, is joined by a Deep Church that spares no criticisms and accusations against the incumbent President while winking indecorously with Biden and BLM, slavishly following the narration imposed by the mainstream. It matters little that Trump is openly pro-life and defends the non-negotiable principles that the Democrats have renounced – the important thing is to transform the Catholic Church into the spiritual arm of the New World Order, so as to have an imprimatur from the highest moral authority in the world, something that was impossible with Benedict XVI.

Secretary of State Pompeo did well to censure the renewal of the secret agreement signed between Bergoglio and Xi Jinping! His lucid denunciation brings to light the aberrant Vatican attitude, the betrayal of the mission of the Church, the abandonment of the Chinese Catholic community out of sinister political calculation and the way it is in accord with aligned thought. 
Nor is the piqued reaction of the Jesuits and Catholic progressivism surprising, beginning with Avvenire [the daily newspaper of the Italian Episcopal Conference]. If Bergoglio can affirm with impunity that “Trump is not Christian”, evoking the ghosts of Nazism and populism, why would the U.S. Secretary of State not have the right to express his opinion – with the more than legitimate objective of international security – about the connivance of the Holy See with the communist dictatorship that is more ferocious but also more powerful and influential than ever? Why does the Vatican, which is silent in the face of the Democratic party’s support for abortion and the violation of the most basic human rights in China, consider the Trump Administration to have no right to interfere in an agreement that has obvious repercussions in the international political balance? It causes just as much astonishment to see that the parrhesia in political confrontation that is called for in words is contradicted in fact by those who see their wicked plans brought to light. And it is unclear why an agreement presented as absolutely transparent and devoid of any obscure points has been kept secret and cannot be read even by the well-deserving Chinese Cardinal, Joseph Zen. On the other hand, if we consider that among the people who dealt with the drafting of the Agreement between the Holy See and the Chinese Communist Party there was then-Cardinal McCarrick, who was sent by Bergoglio on his behalf (see here), we will also understand the reason that the acts of the canonical process that led to the powerful prelate being reduced to the lay state remain shrouded in secrecy: in both cases an operation of transparency and truth is urgent and necessary, because the honor and moral authority of the Catholic Church in the sight of the whole world is at stake. 

Editor’s note: The above text was penned by Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò on Sept. 22, 2020. 
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