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Kerala church declares interfaith marriage invalid
https://mattersindia.com/2021/01/kerala-church-declares-interfaith-marriage-invalid/
Kochi, January 3, 2021

A marriage between a Catholic woman and a Muslim man in Kerala has been declared “invalid” by an enquiry commission of the Syro-Malabar Church.

Cardinal George Alencherry, head of the Oriental Church, had ordered the probe by a three-member commission after a section of his people questioned the clergy “encouraging” mixed marriages.

“The commission collected details from the priests and bishops of Irinjalakuda and Ernakulam-Angamaly archdiocese and submitted a report to the major archbishop. It stated that the marriage did not follow Canon law and was hence invalid,” says a press note from the Church December 31.

The wedding was held on November 9 at St Joseph Church in Kochi’s Kadavanthra and the ceremony was attended by Emeritus Bishop Mathew Vaniakizhakkel of Satna.

A photograph of the couple with the bishop, published in a newspaper, drew criticism from certain sections of Catholics in Ernakulam-Angamaly archdiocese.

The commission’s report to the cardinal found the marriage invalid on grounds of “serious lapses” by the parish priest and the bishop, who could now be censured.

Earlier, the Syro-Malabar Church had courted controversy after it set rules to ensure that interfaith marriages are held strictly following the canon laws. After the latest controversy, the Church had said that it would prepare a set of protocols and send to bishops to ensure that the interfaith marriages are solemnized in the Catholic way.

The Church had also asked its bishops to treat inter-faith marriages as “disparity of cult marriages” but conduct them in the proper Catholic way. According to the guidelines, the Church will not mix wedding ceremonies with practices of other communities and religions for interfaith marriages.

Bishop Vaniakizhakkel later regretted attending the marriage and creating confusion among the faithful.

“I attended the mixed marriage because of my close association with the bride’s family. However, I regret attending it,” the 74-year-old Vincentian prelate explained in a letter.

The bishop’s “exemplary step” of regret reportedly brought “great relief” to the traditional faithful in the archdiocese. Bishops normally do not attend mixed marriages.

Only in special cases, the Church allows a Catholic to marry a member of another faith, who does not want to be baptized. However, such marriages are not considered sacrament even if conducted inside a church, the website explains. Only marriages between two Catholics are treated as sacrament.

The Church laws also stipulate that mixed marriages should be simple without gaiety if held inside a church.
Bishop regrets attending mixed marriage in Kerala**
https://mattersindia.com/2020/11/bishop-regrets-attending-mixed-marriage-in-kerala-church
Kochi, November 17, 2020
A Catholic bishop has reportedly regretted attending a marriage between a Catholic woman and a Muslim man inside a church.

“I attended the mixed marriage because of my close association with the bride’s family. However, I regret attending it,” says a letter from Emeritus Bishop Mathew Vaniakizhakkel of Satna.

The 74-year-old Vincentian prelate also regretted for creating confusion among the faithful with his presence at the mixed marriage, reports cnewslive.com, a Malayalam online paper.

The November 15 report also said the bishop’s “exemplary step” of regret has brought “great relief” to the traditional faithful in the archdiocese. Bishops normally do not attend mixed marriages, the report adds.

The report also says the marriage was conducted at the Kadavanthra parish church in Kochi under the Ernakulam-Angamaly archdiocese.
Only in special cases, the Church allows a Catholic to marry a member of another faith, who does not want to be baptized. However, such marriages are not considered sacrament even if conducted inside a church, the website explains. Only marriages between two Catholics are treated as sacrament.

The Church laws also stipulate that mixed marriages should be simple without gaiety if held inside a church.

Meanwhile, a group of progressive Catholics has welcomed the bishop’s gesture to attend a mixed marriage.

Shaiju Antony, convener of Archdiocesan Movement of Transparency, has supported the solemnization of the inter-religious marriage saying, “it is the right of a faithful.”

The Catholic lay leader, however, pointed out that many dioceses deny the provision to the faithful and added that such discrimination should not exist since mixed marriage is a universally accepted practice in the Catholic Church.

Antony also dismissed the allegation that the family of the girl had given 10 million rupees to the church to solemnize the marriage.

He released an audio conversation in Malayalam that he had with the bride’s father who said he had donated 10,000 rupees to the parish willingly, that too, after the marriage was solemnized.

Antony also said some vested interests were trying to create confusion against the Church among people spreading false allegations through social media platforms.

Bishop Vaniakizhakkel was appointed the second prelate of Satna in the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh on December 23, 1999, and was ordained bishop on April 12, 2000.

He stepped down from his post on August 27, 2014, citing health reasons. He now leads a retired life in a Vincentian house in Kerala.

Kerala church to issue rules for interfaith marriages
https://mattersindia.com/2020/11/kerala-church-to-issue-rules-for-interfaith-marriages/
New Delhi, November 24, 2020
The Syro Malabar Church is set to issue a set of guidelines instructing bishops to ensure that priests solemnizing interfaith marriages adhere strictly to the canon laws.

According to a report in the Times of India, the development came after an interfaith marriage in Ernakulam, solemnized by a bishop, triggered controversy.

The wedding of a Catholic woman and a Muslim man based in Kochi was held at the Kadavanthra St Joseph Church on November 9 and the ceremony was attended by Emeritus Bishop Mathew Vaniakizhakkel of Satna.

A photograph of the couple with the bishop, published in a newspaper, drew criticism from certain sections.

Subsequently, Cardinal George Alencherry, head of the Syro-Malabar Church, ordered an inquiry into the event and sought a report from Archbishop Antony Kariyil of Ernakulam-Angamaly.

Father Benny Maramparambil, the vicar of the church where the marriage was held, said that the ceremony was solemnized in adherence to the norms for ‘disparity of cult’ marriages, in a letter to archbishop Mar Antony Kariyil. Interfaith marriages are called ‘disparity of cult’ marriages by the church.

Father Maramparambil said that he had received a letter from the bride’s parish, the priest of Kuzhikkattussery church, stating there were no ‘impediments’ for the marriage.

However, some members of the Kerala Catholic Bishops Council (KCBC), have alleged that both the priests were flouting canon laws. “The Catholic church has written rules to be followed during such situations. The bishop of the diocese concerned has to give his approval,” said one of them, who didn’t want to be identified.

“Besides the probe ordered by Cardinal Alencherry, the Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Council will also look into the matter. After getting the report from the Ernakulam-Angamaly archbishop, we will direct the bishops to issue strict guidelines to the priests on conducting ‘disparity of cult’ marriages,” he added.

Bishop Vaniakizhakkel has since expressed regret for attending the marriage. “I attended the mixed marriage because of my close association with the bride’s family. However, I regret attending it,” says a letter from Emeritus Bishop Mathew Vaniakizhakkel of Satna.

Matters India earlier reported that the 74-year-old bishop’s “exemplary step” of expressing regret brought “great relief” to the traditional faithful in the archdiocese.

As per the report, the Church allows a Catholic to marry a member of another faith, who does not want to be baptized, only in special circumstances. Even then, such marriages are not considered sacrament even if conducted inside a church.

A group of progressive Catholics have however welcomed the bishop’s step to attend a mixed marriage.

Shaiju Antony, a convener of Archdiocesan Movement of Transparency, supported the solemnization of the inter-religious marriage and said, “it is the right of a faithful”. Antony also pointed out that several dioceses denied the provision to the faithful and said that such discrimination was not right since mixed marriage was a universally accepted practice in the Catholic Church.

Antony also rejected allegations that the Catholic girl’s family had given 1 million rupees to the church to solemnize the marriage. He said some people with vested interests were attempting to create confusion against the Church among people and were spreading false allegations via social media.
The incident comes against the backdrop of renewed promises of legislation surrounding the concept of “love jihad” – a term coined by Sangh Parivar outfits to describe an imaginary Muslim conspiracy to convert unsuspecting Hindu women to Islam.

The bogey of “love jihad” has also found backing from Catholic bishops in Kerala. The synod of Syro-Malabar Church, an apex body of Catholic Bishops, has said “Love jihad is a reality” and alleged that several women from the Christian community from the southern state were being lured by the Islamic State and used in terror activities.

“There are circumstances in which Christian girls are killed in the name of love jihad in Kerala,” the Synod alleged in a statement issued.

Previously, former chief minister Oommen Chandy had claimed that 2,667 young women had converted to Islam in the state since 2006.

The Madhya Pradesh Home Minister Narottam Mishra said that a ‘love jihad bill,’ which includes five years of rigorous imprisonment for ‘violators’ and cognizable and non-bailable charges, would soon be introduced in the state assembly. The Bill will reportedly also have a provision that will make it necessary to notify the district collector a month in advance before formalizing an inter-faith marriage.
**Two comments

1) Attend the mixed marriage and Apologize.
2) One bishop declined to solemnize a mixed marriage but another bishop accepted to solemnize the same mixed marriage (example given by Chhotebhai).

These are some of the solid examples of “CONFUSION” and ‘IMMATURITY” among the bishops of the Catholic Church.

If such confusions exist among the learned bishops, then, imagine the level of confusion among the priests and the simple laity.

Two examples:
1) On an Ash Wednesday a Parish Priest during his homily advises people to make sacrifices during the lent like avoiding non-veg food, birthday/jubilee celebrations and going to cinema theatres etc. On the contrary, the Assistant Parish Priest during his homily encourages people to strengthen interpersonal relationships by celebrating birthdays, jubilees and going together to cinema theatres for movies during the lent.

2) In a parish, a lay Christian house-owner never rents his houses to non-Christians. In the same parish another Christian house-owner rents his houses only to non-Christians. –M.L. Satyan
In the matter of anti-conversion laws we object to having to take permission/ or inform the district authorities before conversion. Then why do we ask couples to take prior permission from the bishops for mixed marriages? Is this not a case of double standards?
What is happening in Kerala? I know for sure that there is a provision for “dispensation” in the case of mixed marriages in the Latin Code of Canon Law. I presume that there is a similar provision in the Oriental Code. Personally I feel that even the provision of seeking dispensation is an encroachment on the freedom of choice of an individual, and should be dispensed with. Only due catechesis before the marriage should be asserted.
The concerned bishop is a coward to first solemnize the marriage and then express regrets. This is shameful on his part.
In 1974 when my sister was getting married to a Hindu, after obtaining dispensation, the then bishop of Allahabad Alfred Fernandes declined to solemnize the marriage. Thereafter Bp Cecil D’Sa of Lucknow (later archbishop of Agra) accepted to do so. The attitude of the bishops of Kerala in particular is very strange. They have even gone to the extent of accusing Muslim men of love jihad, a complaint that reached Bp Raphy Manjaly of Allahabad, in his capacity as a member of the Pontifical Council for Inter Faith Dialogue. The church in Kerala is in urgent need of deep introspection. -chhotebhai
Bishop’s regret is regrettable
https://mattersindia.com/2020/11/bishops-regret-is-regrettable/
[Fr.] Varghese Alengaden, Indore, November 20, 2020

Very rarely have I heard of bishops expressing regret. Often bishops and priests who are in powerful positions behave as if they share the infallibility of Pope. So, I was surprised to know that a bishop has expressed his regret for attending a marriage between a Catholic woman and a Muslim man inside a church.

With all good intention Emeritus Bishop Mathew Vaniakizhakkel of Satna accepted the invitation by the bride’s family he was closely associated. Later the 74 –year-old prelate expressed regret because of the negative publicity about the mixed marriage propagated by a section of people with vested interests.

After learning the background of this mixed marriage I am of the view that the bishop’s regret is regrettable. By succumbing to the negative propaganda of the militant elements he lost an opportunity to educate people about the importance of creating good will and harmony among people of other faiths.
Mixed marriages are permitted by the Church. Father Benny John Maramparambil, the parish priest of Kadvanthra parish, had received the official non-objection certificate and the required permission from the parish priest of the bride’s parish to administer the marriage in the church. The official letter from the parish priest declaring that there were no impediments assured Bishop Mathew to attend the mixed marriage.

A parish priest usually obtains dispensation under disparity of cult before issuing the non-objection letter to the parish priest of the church where the wedding is to take place. When all such formalities were fulfilled why should a senior bishop express regret for blessing the young couple? The regret expressed by bishop was unnecessary.

Moreover, the young couple are educated. Both of them are medical doctors who studied together and are working together in the same hospital. They have decided to marry after knowing each other for many years. The husband has consented fully to the wife for practicing her Catholic faith and bringing up the children in Catholic faith. It is edifying to know that the husband accompanies his wife regularly to church for Mass and other rituals. The parents and members of both the families are happy about the marriage.

I have met Bishop Mathew when he headed Satna diocese and was impressed by his simplicity and holiness. The self-appointed defenders of the Church have committed a grave sin by their negative propaganda which made the bishop to express a public regret for doing a noble pastoral work. The abuses being heaped upon Father Benny, the parish priest, in social media by those defenders of the Church through fake profile are not only an act of cowardice but psychological lynching.

The parish priest of Kadvanthra parish, who has done his pastoral duty after all verification of documents, doesn’t deserve such abuses and insults. These co-called defenders of the Church do not dare to come face to face for a debate or dialogue. The four-page explanation on the issue and further developments by Father Benny provides crystal clear answers to all false allegations.

It is important to note that Father Benny had been in the forefront of the team which was examining the facts about the alleged land scandal in which Cardinal George Alencherry was accused as a party. Father Benny had major role in bringing out the facts regarding the land scandal which ultimately led to the transfer of Cardinal Alencherry from the Archbishops house of Ernakulam and installation of Archbishop Antony Kariyil.

Much before BJP governments in some states started talking against ‘Love Jihad’ the Syro-Malabar Synod of Bishops spoke against ‘Love Jihad’ and offended the Muslim community. Soon after the Synod statement was released the Minister of State for Home in the Parliament had clarified that there was case of ‘Love Jihad’ in the country.

Why did bishops make this imaginary issue to offend the Muslim community? Were they eager to please BJP-RSS leaders so that the BJP government at the Centre may not unleash the investigating agencies against the church institutions and its personnel involved in various financial and sex scandals?

As I have written on several occasions, bishops, priests, religious and laity should ask this question before they make any decisions: What would Jesus do if He were here today? Jesus launched a spiritual movement, THE WAY and liberated people from the burden of innumerable laws, rituals and dogmas. He gave us only one law, the law of love. He violated all laws, rituals and traditions which prevented people from growing in spirituality.

We cannot replace the Gospel of Christ with canon law, dogma and rituals. The Church, its leaders, clergy and religious are expected to be the salt to add taste and quality to society, prevent corruption and bring healing. But the Church has lost the saltiness and it gets trampled underfoot by people in the world. Instead of following Christ, the Good Shepherd, the leaders in the Church are following the corrupt political leaders, neglecting and giving scandal to the laity, the sheep.

Bishops and priests are expected to show courage and conviction to stand out against all injustice and negative forces, but often they remain silent for fear of being targeted and exposed.

On November 8, this year, an article was published in ‘Matters India’ under the title, “Bishops, speak up before you die.” At the age of 85, former Archbishop of Milan Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini made a revolutionary and realistic statement that the Catholic Church was “200 years out of date.” It is time for the bishops, priests, religious and the laity to follow the prophetic call and speak up against all imperial and political forces that destroy the mission of Christ.
Twelve mostly supportive [of Alengaden’s article] comments from liberal Catholics, excepting:
Through this article the author without verifying or understanding the rules of the church is blaming the Bishop and praising the faulty. Has matters India verified the facts and happenings. It is very clear that the author is trying to bring out his dislike for the Major Archbishop of the Syromalabar Church. The simple fact that the highlighted photo was published in Newspapers itself is against the permission, if at all granted, in cult marriages. Matters India should verify facts before publishing articles with such one-sided views and 100% biased. -Wilson
AYURVEDA AND SEX-KERALA CHURCH 26 DECEMBER 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AYURVEDA_AND_SEX-KERALA_CHURCH.doc
AFFINITY TOWARD AYURVEDA AND YOGA IN THE KERALA CHURCH AND THE MALAYALAM BIBLE 30 JANUARY 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AFFINITY_TOWARD_AYURVEDA_AND_YOGA_IN_THE_KERALA_CHURCH_AND_THE_MALAYALAM_BIBLE.doc
KERALA CHURCH WEEKLY SATHYADEEPAM FLAYS SYRO-MALABAR SYNOD 26 AUGUST 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/KERALA_CHURCH_WEEKLY_SATHYADEEPAM_FLAYS_SYRO-MALABAR_SYNOD.doc
