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Kerala priest suspended following sex allegations
The accused is a senior priest, a former vicar general of Idukki Diocese and rector of its minor seminary

 https://www.ucanews.com/news/kerala-priest-suspended-following-sex-allegations/88129 
Saji Thomas, May 24, 2020
A Catholic diocese in southern India has initiated a probe against one of its senior priests after parishioners accused him of having sexual relations with a woman in their parish.
Idukki Diocese of the Eastern-rite Syro-Malabar Church in Kerala has suspended Father James Mangalasseril from his post at St. George Forane Church in Vellayamkudi village, an official press note said on May 21.

"It is true the bishop has suspended the senior priest and ordered a detailed probe into the allegations," said Father Jose Plachickal, the vicar general and public relations officer of the diocese.

Father Plachickal described the allegation against the senior priest — a former vicar general of the diocese and rector of its minor diocesan seminary — as "unfortunate."

The diocese has removed the accused from all his priestly ministries and administrative roles in the parish and the diocese, Father Plachickal said. A three-member diocesan team has been appointed to probe the charges, he told UCA News.

The diocesan clarification came after social media and online news portals carried pictures of the priest in compromising positions with a married woman, who worked in the diocese.

Social media platforms are abuzz with critical comments about church policies, sexual abuses and Catholic priestly celibacy.

Some online news portals carried explicit pictures of the priest and the woman standing close to each other and projected the case as a violation of social distancing rules during the nationwide Covid-19 lockdown that began on March 25.

Father Plachickal said the priest was suspended on March 24 within a couple of days of the diocese receiving a complaint from some parishioners.

Biji Joseph, a parishioner, said the allegations and the removal of the priest were "unbelievable." 

Since the allegations became public on social media, "we thought it was all rumor," said a female parishioner. "He is such a gentle and nice priest — none of us took it seriously." 
As parish programs have been suspended, she said, no one even knew about the priest's removal. "We came to know of it only through the media," she said.

The lockdown is scheduled to be lifted on May 31 and all worship places remain closed.

The pictures of the priest and the woman, reports said, were leaked to the media from a mobile phone repair shop where the priest had taken his phone for repairs.

Some demanded action against the shop owner for releasing private data to the public as it violated the priest's and the woman's privacy.

"It is also a violation of Indian information technology law, and the shop owner could be prosecuted," said Anurag Singh, a lawyer at Madhya Pradesh High Court.

The Catholic Church in India has announced a policy of "zero tolerance" of sex abuse but has no history of dismissing a priest for sexual violations until after civil authorities act.

The Catholic Bishops' Conference of India in its biennial meeting in February vowed to fight clerical sexual abuse of women and children in the Church and its institutions.

Kerala diocese removes licentious parish priest
https://mattersindia.com/2020/05/kerala-diocese-removes-licentious-parish-priest/
Karimpan, May 22, 2020

Idukki diocese in Kerala has removed a parish priest after his explicit pictures with a married woman appeared on social media platforms.
Father James Mangalasseril has been removed from the post vicar of St George Forane Church, Vellayamkudi, after “serious allegations were raised in social media platforms,” says a May 21 press release from Father Jose Plachickal, the diocesan public relations officer.

Father Mangalasseril’s removal from the vicar’s post came four days after the diocese was alerted about the incident, Father Plachickal told Matters India over phone on May 22.

The public relations officer also said that the diocese has formed a three member commission to probe the matter. The commission is expected to collect details within three to four days, Father Plachickal added.

He said the nationwide lockdown to fight the coronavirus has hindered their work. “The commission could not meet all those they wanted to question because of the lockdown, hence the delay in taking further actions,” he added.

The diocese with headquarters at Karimpan town in Idukki district belongs to the Syro Malabar Church, the larger of two Oriental ritual Churches in India.

Father Plachickal described the scandal as “unfortunate” as it “defames the image of the diocese and the faithful.” He said the diocesan action against the erring priest came immediately.

The incident came into light after some revealing pictures of the 58-year-old priest with the woman appeared on WhatsApp and other social forums. The priest had reportedly given his cellphone for repair. The technician allegedly leaked the photos to social forums.

Some parishioners have expressed surprise and disbelief over the incident.

“I can’t believe that Father James is that type of a person. I think the pictures are morphed,” a parishioner told Matters India on condition of anonymity.

However, he wants the priest punished if he is found guilty. “If found guilty he should be given proper punishment, without any delay,” he added.

While the PRO’s press note is silent on the priest’s present whereabouts, some Malayalam online papers reported that he was undergoing treatment for his eyes.

The online papers also said Father Mangalasseril held prominent position in the diocese such as the vicar general from 2013 to 2017. He was rector of Mar Ephrem Minor Seminary from 2008 to 2013.

He was ordained a priest on January 3, 1990.
***

Sex scandals: Kerala archdiocese suspends two priests

https://mattersindia.com/2020/06/sex-scandals-kerala-archdiocese-suspends-two-priests/
Tellicherry, June 15, 2020
The Archdiocese of Tellicherry in Kerala has suspended two priests after social media and online papers published audio clips of their debauchery.
Fathers Joseph Poothottal*** and Mathew Mullappallil*** have been debarred from exercising their priestly duties amid serious allegations against them, says an explanatory note the archdiocese’s Public Relations Officer released on June 14.

Father Mullappallil was appointed the parish priest of St Joseph’s Church of Pottenplavu, a parish in Kannur district, in May 2019. After the scandal broke out, the archdiocese transferred him to a parish in Kasargod district with effect from June 27. He disappeared from Pottenplavu after the audio was leaked out.

Father Poothottal, a member of the Congregation of St John the Baptist Precursor, served the Pottenplavu parish three years just before Fr. Mullapally. He is the current pastor of St Augustine’s Church Rajagiri in Kannur district. He too was transferred following the audio leak.

In both audio clips, the two priests separately narrate to a parishioner, Paul Ambatt, their sexual dalliance with a married woman of the parish. Ambatt, who is in his 50s, is heard coaxing the priests to confess their sexual activities for their own good. He also promises the priests that he would bring them no harm. In some places, he warns the priests that he has videotapes of their activities that he has given for safe custody.

The archdiocesan press note says the Church had removed Father Mullappallil from priestly duties as soon as his audio became public. “The archdiocese has appointed an enquiry commission to look into the allegations against Father Mullappallil the same time the audio came out,” it adds.

The press note also says the archdiocese has asked Father Poothottal’s congregation’s to take necessary disciplinary actions against him.

The archdiocese also asks pardon from its people for the scandals involving priests, who it says should set examples of moral living.

At the same time, the press note alleges that some vested interests use the scandals to target the archdiocese even after it acted with alacrity against the erring priests. “The archdiocese has taken necessary steps to bring out the truth,” the press note says.

Meanwhile, the parishioners of Pottenplavu expressed shock and dismay over the scandals.
“We are sad to hear about Father Mullappallil who had done so much for the parish spiritually and socially,” says John Thoppil, a former parish accountant who has worked with many parishioners since 1980s.

According to him, the 50-year-old priest had won the confidence of the entire parish within two months of his arrival. He started special devotions on Good Fridays and conducted novenas that drew hundreds of people from even neighboring parishes. He had conducted daily Masses during the lockdown placing the pictures of each family on pews, saying he wanted to keep his people close to his heart when at the altar.

“We never knew he had another face,” he added.

Thoppil questions Ambatt’s integrity. “He is extortionist, who honey traps priests,” he told Matters India June 15.

At the same time, Thoppil is happy that such scandals come to light. “The Church needs purification. It has become too corrupt and scandalous,” he added.
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OBSCENE WHATSAPP MESSAGES TO MINOR GIRL-FR GEORGISH BRITTO ARRESTED 4 MAY 2018, UPDATED   
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OBSCENE_WHATSAPP_MESSAGES_TO_MINOR_GIRL-FR_GEORGISH_BRITTO_ARRESTED.doc
PREDATOR PRIEST FR DOMINIC EMMANUEL POSTED IN AUSTRIA 24 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PREDATOR_PRIEST_FR_DOMINIC_EMMANUEL_POSTED_IN_AUSTRIA.doc
COVER-UP OF ACTIVE HOMOSEXUAL PRIESTS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/COVER-UP_OF_ACTIVE_HOMOSEXUAL_PRIESTS_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
YET ANOTHER PRIEST ARRESTED FOR SODOMY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YET_ANOTHER_PRIEST_ARRESTED_FOR_SODOMY.doc
A THIRD PRIEST ARRESTED FOR SODOMY ON CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS WATCH  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_THIRD_PRIEST_ARRESTED_FOR_SODOMY_ON_CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_WATCH.doc
A FOURTH PRIEST UNDER INVESTIGATION IN HOMOSEXUALITY CASE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_FOURTH_PRIEST_UNDER_INVESTIGATION_IN_HOMOSEXUALITY_CASE.doc
CATHOLIC PRIEST CHARGESHEETED IN GIRL’S MYSTERIOUS DEATH 8 MARCH 2021 - Father Mathew Moonnattinmugham
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CATHOLIC_PRIEST_CHARGESHEETED_IN_GIRLS_MYSTERIOUS_DEATH.doc
*** TWO KERALA PRIESTS BANNED FROM DUTIES FOLLOWING ALLEGATIONS OF SEXUAL ABUSE 15 JUNE 2020 6 - FR. MATHEW MULLAPALLY, FR. JOSE POOTHOTTAL
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TWO_KERALA_PRIESTS_BANNED_FROM_DUTIES_FOLLOWING_ALLEGATIONS_OF_SEXUAL_ABUSE.doc
MULTIPLE MYSTERIOUS SUICIDES BY INDIAN NUNS 26 APRIL 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MULTIPLE_MYSTERIOUS_SUICIDES_BY_INDIAN_NUNS.doc
NUN DEATHS SUICIDE FROM MENTAL ILLNESS AND DEPRESSION? 17 FEBRUARY 2021 8 - SISTERS JESSINA THOMAS, LIZA MARIA, MARIE JOSEPH, JYOTHIS, PAULSI, ANOOPA MARY, JOSEPHINE, DIPTI BRAHMANE, MARY ANCY, SUSAN MATHEW, MARY SENDRA VIANNEY; NOVICES MARIA ROSLIN AND DIVYA JOHN 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NUN_DEATHS_SUICIDE_FROM_MENTAL_ILLNESS_AND_DEPRESSION.doc
MANGALORE PRIEST FR. MAHESH D’SOUZA COMMITS SUICIDE 4 NOVEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MANGALORE_PRIEST_FR_MAHESH_DSOUZA_COMMITS_SUICIDE.doc
PRIEST DEATHS SUICIDE FROM MENTAL ILLNESS AND DEPRESSION? 17 FEBRUARY 2020 10 – FR. YERUVA BALA SHOURY REDDY, FR, SANTOSH CHEPATHINI, FR. XAVIER ALWIN, FR. GEORGE ETTUPARAYIL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRIEST_DEATHS_SUICIDE_FROM_MENTAL_ILLNESS_AND_DEPRESSION.doc
BISHOP’S BODY EXHUMED ON SUSPICION OF FOUL PLAY 11 JUNE 2019 – BISHOP THOMAS THENNATT
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BISHOPS_BODY_EXHUMED_ON_SUSPICION_OF_FOUL_PLAY.doc
RAPE BY SYRIAN MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH PRIESTS 01 27 JUNE 2018/UPDATED - Fr. Johnson V. Mathew, Fr. Job Mathew, Fr. Jaise K. George, Fr. Abraham Sony Varghese
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_BY_SYRIAN_MALANKARA_ORTHODOX_CHURCH_PRIESTS_01.doc
RAPE BY SYRIAN MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH PRIESTS 02 11 JULY 2018 – Fr. Binu George  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_BY_SYRIAN_MALANKARA_ORTHODOX_CHURCH_PRIESTS_02.doc
RAPE BY SYRIAN MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH PRIESTS 02A 11 JULY 2018/25 JUNE 2019 - Fr. Binu George  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_BY_SYRIAN_MALANKARA_ORTHODOX_CHURCH_PRIESTS_02A.doc  

