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                                                                                              JULY 10, 2019 
New Age labyrinth promoted as “a spiritual journey” at the Lord’s Ranch charismatic retreat centre
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A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement
" queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.

MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennal 600 028, INDIA.
inet  website : wiww.cphesians-511.net

FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phone : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs
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I was privileged to give a talk on New Age spiritual dangers to a group of charismatic Catholics from Mumbai at the Lord’s Ranch (blessed December 31, 2006, started operating in 2008) via Pune in Maharashtra in the month of May 2010. 
My gracious host was Hilary Da Veiga, the owner of the Lords Ranch who personally picked me up in his car and dropped me back at Pune airport, a good two-hour drive from the retreat centre.

Da Veiga himself, however, did not attend my presentation as he was engaged in maintenance work. Hence, he is probably still, till today, fairly unaware of the ramifications of New Age which is a Trojan Horse in the Church and which has now breached the walls of his retreat centre.

Da Veiga was instrumental in forwarding me the testimony (see bottom)* of a young participant, Merlyn Quadros, who was “delivered” from evil consequent to her attending my 2010 session.

On my return to Chennai, I wrote to Da Veiga pointing out that the Lord’s Ranch printed brochures offered “panchakarma” therapy. It was also mentioned on the Lords’ Ranch web site http://lordsranch.org/. Panchakarma is related to Ayurveda which is itself New Age (go to my web site). I requested Da Veiga to remove the mentions which he did.

Recently, I learned that the Lord’s Ranch was promoting the Labyrinth. My correspondence with Da Veiga over the past several weeks elicited no clear assurance that Da Veiga would retract all advertisement/promotion material for the Labyrinth which was constructed in 2016-17. After writing to him earlier this morning that I was going ahead with a report advising Catholics to beware of his retreat centre, a search of the Internet revealed this page:
Special Meditation Facilities
http://lordsranch.org/special-meditation-facilities, http://lordsranch.org/holy-week-easter-triduum-celebration-24-27-march-2016
1. The Labryinth (sic) Garden
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Special Features of the Retreat is Meditation at the Labryinth (sic) Garden.

A Unique Experience- Meditation at Labryrinth (sic) garden

Labyrinth Meditation

The Labyrinth Garden, a pathway to healing, was inaugurated at 5:30 pm by Fr. Prashant. He led the entire group in a healing meditative walk. Healing can be a delicate endeavor, discovering and utilizing a space to be able to prayerfully reflect and recover. This landscape is designed to provide a quiet area for meditation and personal transformation. At the entrance to the labyrinth is a “Chalice Space,” which is the first stop on the healing journey. The meditator is helped to get ready to walk mindfully and surrender oneself to the hidden mystery of life and death. Natural elements of stones and green cactus remind us that life is peaceful, with a combination of roses and thorns. The cross at the center reminds each meditator that ultimately we journey with our cross together with Jesus. Quite a few gave testimonies of spiritual experiences while walking the Labyrinth. A couple of people felt a sense of healing.

If my guess is correct, “Fr. Prashant” is the very New Age Fr. Prashant Olalekar SJ of Mumbai:

FR PRASHANT OLALEKAR-INTERPLAY AND LIFE POSITIVE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_PRASHANT_OLALEKAR-INTERPLAY_AND_LIFE_POSITIVE.doc
If I am in error and it is another Fr. Prashant, the situation is still very serious, even though great efforts have been made to “christen” the Labyrinth and make it acceptable to ignorant Catholics.
People have reportedly testified to receiving New Age “healing” using this “meditation” garden.

It is very, very distressing to see a retreat centre, supposedly conceived through divine inspiration (read their web site), become a vehicle for the propagation of New Age among Catholics.

Da Veiga has to assume complete responsibility for this tragedy.

There’s more. A whole lot more!

2. Sunrise Meditation at the Well of Living Waters

Sunrise at the Lords Ranch is an unforgettable out of this world experience of Gods Masterpiece of Creation. At the well of Living Waters located amidst the beautiful greenery, the Retreat Centre hosts special meditation sessions at the early hours.
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My guess is that the female in the pink-coloured outfit animating the sunrise meditation is Sr. Margaret Gonsalves. I would not be surprised if this is “Surya Namaskar”. She is a practitioner of Yoga and much else. This nun is an outspoken radical feminist who militates for the ordination of women as priests (among other things). I have exposed her in several reports at my web site.

Having been to the Lord’s Ranch, I am truly devastated to learn what the folk there are now into.

There is a lovely grotto of Our Lady in front of which Merlyn Quadros’ healing was initiated during late night prayer before her image. But, today, despite the existence of the grotto, the emphasis at the Lord’s Ranch is on meditations (labyrinth, sunrise, guided). Despite correspondence on a number of issues with Da Veiga between 2010 and 2017, he apparently has not accessed my web site. If he had, he would not have sunk into error. By undiscerningly inviting to “minister” at the Lord’s Ranch anyone with a “Fr.” or “Sr.” prefix to their names, it was inevitable that the retreat centre eventually came to offer/promote other New Age psycho-spiritual techniques/activities. 

Three months ago and once again five weeks ago (he recently ignored three consecutive emails from me), I informed Da Veiga about my forthcoming 600-page Compendium on the New Age. He steadfastly chose not to evince any interest in it. When finally I informed him this morning that, since his retreat centre had not issued a correction on the Labyrinth, I was creating and publishing a report on the use of the Labyrinth at the Lord’s Ranch, he responded with this:
“We have taken note of the Labyrinth garden and we will do the needful besides that please let us know if you have any other issues… I believe you are interested in my soul and the souls we would be touching through our work on the Ranch so using threats like this will instigate people and make people to rebel”
Even after several weeks have transpired since I informed Da Veiga about his Labyrinth, he has only “taken note” and was going to “do the needful”. 
But that “threat” from me was before I learned the extent to which New Age has permeated the activities of the Lord’s Ranch. Return to their Special Meditation Facilities page:
4. The Medical Garden and Wholeness Spa
A walk through the Medical Garden provides an opportunity to reflect on Gods provision on healing through His creation. The purpose here is to make us aware that our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit and the need to care for our bodies providing spiritual as well as physical wholeness. Special spiritual exercise and anointing massages are available during Retreats.

A Spiritual Healing Centre is expected to operate shortly.
What type of “spiritual exercise and anointing massages” does Da Veiga envisage in his proposed “Spiritual Healing Centre”? What happened to the ultimate healing experience, the Sacraments of Confession and the Eucharist? At some “retreats”, Mass is not celebrated. Given the assortment of individuals that Da Veiga has encouraged to “minister” at the Lord’s Ranch and who he has allowed to programme his thinking, I can only fear the worst. The Lord’s Ranch is only one in a series of charismatic retreat centres that have succumbed to New Age out of a complete disinterest in knowing the truth and a desire to innovate with spiritual techniques.
Below is a picture of the Lord’s Ranch Gift Articles stall.
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Which Bible version would you expect them to be selling? The Douay-Rheims? The Vulgate?

That would be expecting too much of them. Then how about the Revised Standard Version? Or the New American Bible? Or even the mistake-ridden Good News (TEV) Bible which the majority of charismatics settle for? No. It had to be the St Pauls New Community Bible. Image below, 2018.

[image: image10.jpg]



At my web site, there are no less than 30 files (reports, running into a total of several hundred pages) chronicling my campaign (2008 to 2015) to have it withdrawn by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India. The New Community Bible (NCB) is a heretical Hinduised New Age “bible” reeking of syncretism, relativism, religious pluralism and misinterpretation of traditional Catholic truths. Finally withdrawn after intervention from Rome (as a result of my crusade), 90% of the problematic passages and line drawings were expunged, but 10% remain in the revised edition that was released in 2011. Even if it is the 2011 revised edition (image above) being sold at the Lord’s Ranch, it is not the “bible” for Catholics. If Da Veiga (he is a senior charismatic prayer group leader and preacher at the centre) had visited my web site, he would have been aware of that.
On the Net, I also discovered that the Lord’s Ranch was holding “Psycho-spiritual retreats”:
“Psycho-spiritual retreat at the Lord’s Ranch during Nov 5-8, 2016

http://lordsranch.org/psycho-spiritual-retreat-november-5-8-2016”

So-called “psycho-spiritual” retreats are usually un-Catholic psychological journeys, very dangerous… Again, there is whole slew of psychology-related files at this ministry’s web site.
Psycho-spiritual retreat at the Lord’s Ranch during Nov 5-8, 2016
http://lordsranch.org/psycho-spiritual-retreat-november-5-8-2016
This retreat was conducted on the request of Pune and Pimpri group who have attended LR program for a few times, but practically all were new members, except one. From the sessions conducted by Sr. Margaret we learn the oneness of all as Jesus prayed, ‘Father that all may be one’ (Jn. 17:21). We all experience inner peace and joy of each one being a blessing. We enjoyed the labyrinth meditations, which helped us meditate on a deeper level. Some of us returned again early morning for the personal meditation. Many of us enjoyed the sun rise meditation and Rosary near Grotto of Mother Mary. Thank you Sr. Margaret and Fr. Robert for your accompaniment. ~ Photos and write up by Miss Saroj Salve
Alcoholic Anonymous Retreat during Dec. 6-8, 2016

http://lordsranch.org/alcoholic-anonymous-retreat-during-dec%C2%A06-8-2016
When we decided to come to the Lord’s Ranch, we did not get much support from the people. Finally I selected the couples. When we reached the Lord’s Ranch all exclaimed what a heavenly place! We felt the divine energies of love vibrating all around. Though we had a long journey of 12 hours, we forgot our tiredness. Sr. Margaret’s faith sharing and psycho-spiritual exercises, morning guided meditations proved to be eye opener and healing within. Mr. Kishore Jediyar, AA councilor from Vasai was a blessing who gave testimony at the Good Shepherd Recovery Home was turning point experience for many. The food was delicious and LR staff was attentive to our needs. When AA men returned home, their loved ones noticed a change in them, especially their wives were smiling. The men felt that they should return to the Ranch with seeds for cultivation and grow sufficient food for all. Almost all repented for the ill effects of their drinking alcohol and were convinced that new healing life in Jesus is possible. Being a retreat center we were disappointed for not having mass. ~ Photos and write up by Sr. Lourdes

Queen of the Lord’s Ranch Novena 30th August to 7th Sep, 2017, Birthday celebration of Mother Mary

http://lordsranch.org/queen-lord%E2%80%99s-ranch-birthday-celebration-mother-mary
It was the initiative of Mr. David, the Site Coordinator of the Lord’s Ranch, is a great devotee of Mother Mary. He wanted to go to Hariharan, a pilgrim place of Mother Mary in Karnataka, close to his house. Since he was not able to go we suggested that instead of he going alone, we initiate the novena here itself, so that all can benefit.

Hence we began our nine days of prayers with adoration and rosary and meditation on the Pope’s encyclical: Laudato Se: (sic) Praise be to you!

We covered the entire book during nine days with meditation on the elements we live on: Water, fire, earth, air, flowers, seeds, stones, blade of grass, etc … we tapped the resources from Mother Earth to get our food stuff like, bitter gourd, bamboo shoots, crabs, snails, leafy vegetables, fruits from the forest.

The first day of our novena we begun on the theme: The Gospel of Creation: Mother Earth (page 52) and on the 9th day we concluded with ‘The Queen of All Creation: Mother Mary (page 185), leading to the Feast of Queen of the Lord’s Ranch on September 8th and observed this day as Girl Child day dedicated by the Universal Mother Church!

On the Birthday of Mother Mary, we were blessed to have the Palki procession and the Eucharist by Fr. Lui Heredia.  During the mass after the Gospel Sr. Margaret gave reflection on the importance of the day. All our brothers from the rehab and all the workers at the site participated in the Eucharist. At the end of the Eucharist we reached Mother Mary to the small chapel and had an interactive game with balloons and tooth picks. We shared a common meal, at the beginning of which we honoured a lad from rehab who was celebrating his Birthday to cut Mama Mary’s birthday cake.

The Palki you see in the picture is prepared from the waste material by Nityanand and decorated by David, Sunil, Prakash and garland preparations by Fernando and the sisters.

May Queen of the Lord’s Ranch guide us to meditate on the beauty of creation and glorify God in every small thing!

http://lordsranch.org/holy-week-easter-triduum-celebration-24-27-march-2016: EXTRACT
Holy Week, Easter Triduum Celebrations (March 24-27, 2016) were held at The Lord’s Ranch. The participants came from Mumbai, Pune, Goa, Dubai, and Vasai. It was a unique Holy Week journey from the Cross to the Resurrection, savouring and relishing the mystery of the Compassionate Christ! Fr. Prashant Olalekar SJ was the main celebrant of the Triduum Liturgies.
Maundy Thursday: During the traditional Eucharistic services the ritual of Washing of the Feet was done in keeping with Pope Francis’s decree promulgated on January 6, 2016 to include women. Those participating in the ceremony, the decree says, should be representative of the entire community. The change, Francis wrote, is “an attempt to improve the method of implementation, to express the full meaning of the gesture performed by Jesus at the Last Supper, his gift of himself ‘to the end’ for the salvation of the world, his boundless charity.” At 8:00 pm we enjoyed the traditional Passover Agape Meal (roasted lamb, bitter herbs, unleavened bread, and grape juice) in prayerful silence.

Good Friday: The entire group voluntarily offered to fast and pray. At 11:00 am we had the Way of the Cross in the main chapel and in the evening we had the usual liturgical services.

Holy Saturday: 08:00 am Journey with the Mother of Compassion (Seven Sorrows). This year we invited 4 women and 3 men to share about their experiences of coping with sorrow. This was done to demonstrate that men too suffer like women when there is gender imbalance in the society.

Labyrinth Meditation: The Labyrinth Garden, a pathway to healing, was inaugurated at 5:30 pm by Fr. Prashant. He led the entire group in a healing meditative walk. Healing can be a delicate endeavor, discovering and utilizing a space to be able to prayerfully reflect and recover. This landscape is designed to provide a quiet area for meditation and personal transformation. At the entrance to the labyrinth is a “Chalice Space,” which is the first stop on the healing journey. The meditator is helped to get ready to walk mindfully and surrender oneself to the hidden mystery of life and death. Natural elements of stones and green cactus remind us that life is peaceful, with a combination of roses and thorns. The cross at the center reminds each meditator that ultimately we journey with our cross together with Jesus. Quite a few gave testimonies of spiritual experiences while walking the Labyrinth. A couple of people felt a sense of healing.

Easter Vigil: 09:00 pm The Eucharistic Celebration of the Risen Lord was followed by a solemn Easter dinner.

Art of Anointing: This form of massage is a new initiative by Sr. Margaret Gonsalves SFCC. During the Triduum 20 people received an anointing massage with fragrant oils. Some shed tears for being loved by the healing touch. Others felt unburdened by the baggage of buried guilt and experienced a confession type of healing. Many recipients of this unique anointing shared on a deeper level and felt new hope for the future.

Testimony: “This place is so conducive for new and creative ventures like the Labyrinth Meditation Garden and Anointing Massage. Can more of these type of programmes be offered for the public throughout the year? I think the Catholic Church in India could do something creative to hold people back who are leaving the church. They are searching for a nourishing spirituality like what you people are doing at the Lord’s Ranch.” ~ A participant from Mumbai diocese

MY COMMENTS

Fr. Prashant Olalekar SJ and Sr. Margaret Gonsalves SFCC are both New Agers who work together, see my INTERPLAY report, above. It seems that the two have taken over activities at the Lord’s Ranch. I hardly find the names of other priests and nuns mentioned on the Lord’s Ranch web site. 

Forget the psycho-spiritual programmes, there is a lot of subtle New Age-ese in the above matter.

It is a grave liturgical aberration for Sr. Margaret Gonsalves to have delivered the homily or any other reflection during Holy Mass. One can only wonder what other liturgical abuses are being perpetrated at the Lord’s Ranch.

Pope Francis’ 24 May 2015 encyclical Laudato Si’ is highly controversial and has been widely criticized by conservative Catholics for its “unacceptable” philosophy and theology. There are three Laudato Si’-related files (totaling 82 pages) at my web site. It is most unfortunate that the birthday of our Blessed Mother was used to celebrate “Mother Earth” and creation (Don’t miss the mention of the natural religion elements Water, fire, earth, air…).
The “Art of Anointing” and fragrant oil massage therapies of Sr. Margaret Gonsalves have got to be New Age, probably aromatherapy/essential oils based (see the concerned files at my web site).

She also uses “guided meditations” in her programmes.

One of the “testimonies” above calls for “more of these type of programmes be offered for the public throughout the year” in order to “to hold people back who are leaving the church. They are searching for a nourishing spirituality”.

So, that writer desires that people who are leaving the Church instead be indoctrinated by New Age programmes at the Lord’s Ranch: “nourishing spirituality like what you people are doing at the Lord’s Ranch”.

The Lord’s Ranch web site informs us that Da Veiga now plans to open

St. Anthony’s International Academy 
An International Residential school following an International curriculum offering in addition to excellent academic’s facilities in athletics sports, horse-riding…
I would strongly advise Catholics not to attend any programmes conducted at the Lord’s Ranch. And genuine charismatic preachers to stay away.
Note: Due to modifications being carried out on the web site, some links given will not open.

The concerned files may be accessed by Googling the respective titles (in blue colour).

*TESTIMONY OF A YOUNG CATHOLIC'S DELIVERANCE FROM NEW AGE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_YOUNG_CATHOLIC'S_DELIVERANCE_FROM_NEW_AGE.doc
THE LABYRINTH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_LABYRINTH.doc
THE LABYRINTH IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_LABYRINTH_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
THE LABYRINTH-MICHAEL PRABHU 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_LABYRINTH-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc
