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Italy: Homofascists attack family rosary. Bishop quotes Pope Francis rejecting 'any type of exclusion'

https://www.churchmilitant.com/index.php/news/article/homofascists-attack-priest-for-pro-family-rosary
Dr. Jules Gomes, Taranto, Italy, July 20, 2020
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A town mayor instigated by a bestselling lesbian children's author ordered paramilitary police to arrest a faithful priest and his congregation while praying a pro-family Rosary against Italy's proposed "homotransphobia" bill.
Father Giuseppe Zito, parish priest of San Nicola Church in Lizzano, Taranto, organized the Rosary Tuesday night, advertising it as a "Rosary for the Family" to "defend it from the pitfalls that threaten it, including the bill against homotransphobia."
Zito, a respected moral theologian, publicized the prayer meeting on social media, inviting the community of around 10,000 souls to "offer the Lord our contribution to block the unfair and perverse Zan-Scalfarotto-Boldrini bill against homotransphobia."

However, during evening Mass and before the Rosary could begin, LGBT activists organized an unauthorized demonstration to disrupt the prayer meeting.

Father Zito says he was forced to ask for police intervention after LGBT activists began creating trouble while Mass was in progress.

Waving "rainbow" flags and abusing parishioners, the mob began removing parish banners and notices on the columns and on the parish notice board.

The activists also carpeted the colonnade of the parish with leaflets saying: "Does God teach you not to love the different?" and "Does God teach you to discriminate?"

Lesbian Author Flummoxes Mayor

The protest gained profile when children's story writer Francesca Cavallo, a partnered lesbian, arrived at the demonstration and saw the Carabinieri asking protestors for their documents.

Cavallo, co-author of Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls — banned in Russia for violating the country's laws prohibiting the propagation of the LGBT agenda — boasts she acted as "informer," phoning and summoning Mayor Antonietta D'Oria to the scene.

In 2019, Turkey ruled that the book, which has been translated into 47 languages, should be partially banned and treated like pornography since it could have a "detrimental influence" on young people.

Cavallo claimed some of the protestors "are people who also sing in the church choir" and who "simply wanted to have a confrontation with those who were inside to pray, a civil confrontation."

Instead of supporting the priest and silencing the mob, D'Oria, a pediatrician and mother of four, immediately ordered the police to "arrest whoever is in church because this is a shame for Lizzano, which is a democracy." The Carabinieri refused to obey her orders and left the scene.
"Of course it's not up to us to say what you should or shouldn't pray for," D'Oria wrote on her official Facebook page, maintaining that her vision for the municipal administration was "extremely secular."

"The church is a mother and no mother would ever pray against her children, whatever their legitimate sexual orientation," she added, posting her polemic under the image of a large LGBT flag.
"Why not pray against feminicides, domestic violence, child brides? Why not celebrate a Mass for the souls of the desperate people who lie at the bottom of the Mediterranean? Why not pray for the many innocent victims of abuse?"

D'Oria defended "those who haven't sinned but to have the courage to love," arguing that "those who love never commit sin, because love, whatever color it is, always raises the human soul and is a threat only to those who don't understand it."

"I defended the protesters as a mother. Loving is never a sin," the 58-year-old mayor told La Repubblica. "I remembered the clear separation between Church and State."
"It seems to me that our great pope doesn't say those things that justified the Rosary. Surely there was a wrong interpretation, I don't know if by the parish priest or someone else," she stressed.

Abp. Abandons Catholic Teaching

Meanwhile, Abp. Filippo Santoro of Taranto has expressed "deep regret for the events that recently occurred in the Parish of San Nicola in Lizzano and that have had a great media coverage."

In a statement published Thursday, Santoro expresses no support for Fr. Zito or the faithful who had gathered to pray the Rosary. The bishop also refrained from stating Catholic teaching on homosexuality.

Instead, "in the wake of Pope Francis' clear teaching," he said, "my desire is to help and accompany everyone to support the faith of our people by building an atmosphere of solidarity, mutual respect and collaboration for the common good."

"The pope rejects 'any type of racism or exclusion as well as any violent reaction destined to prove itself self-destructive,'" Santoro wrote, quoting Francis.

"I want a Church to grow that is capable of building 'bridges' to build relationships, to build opportunities rather than erect walls of separation," Santoro insisted.

While emphasizing "everyone's diversity is a gift for the richness of the community," the bishop also reiterated a statement by the Italian Bishops' Conference (CEI) that a "new law is not necessary because 'there are already adequate safeguards with which to prevent and repress any violent or persecutory behavior,'" he added, noting that he would mediate between the parish priest and the mayor.

'Why Are You So Scared of a Rosary?'
Cavallo railed against the prayer meeting on social media. "Last night two of the (very few) participants in the Rosary kept telling us 'why are you so scared of a Rosary?'"

"Nobody here was scared of the Rosary. But that question implies the belief that we should be scared of it. And on the other hand, the prayer sheet described ours as a world of darkness. Being described as devil's vessels is an act of enormous violence that no one should be subjected to in 2020," she wrote.

"Prayer is the concrete way in which believers enter into relationship with God. It has always characterized the life of the Church: 'They were persevering in the teaching of the Apostles and in communion, in breaking bread and prayers' (Acts 2:42). This is why nobody can be prevented from praying!" Fr. Zito announced in a statement. 

Commentators have pointed out that the attack against Fr. Zito and the faithful congregation in Lizzano is a "terrifying foreshadowing" of what will happen to Catholics if a homotransphobia bill is passed by Italy's parliament.

In June, the Italian Bishops' Conference (CEI) warned the new law could lead to "liberticide" and prohibit preaching from the pulpit Catholic teaching on sexuality.
Homophobia bill sparks protests in Italy. Salvini shows up, bishops stay away

https://www.churchmilitant.com/index.php/news/article/homophobia-bill-sparks-protests-across-italy
Dr. Jules Gomes, Rome, July 17, 2020
Thousands of protestors across Italy are demonstrating against a draconian "homotransphobia" bill which threatens to criminalize the Catholic Church's teaching on homosexuality and transgenderism.
Prominent parliamentarians Matteo Salvini and Vito Comencini from the Lega party joined hundreds of Catholics and evangelicals in the Rome protest at Piazza Montecitorio Thursday, but the bishops were conspicuous by their absence.

"The danger of the bill getting through parliament is very serious," Comencini told Church Militant at the protest.
"The majority of the government is ideologically freighted, there is a strong LGBT lobby, and [former Prime Minister Silvio] Berlusconi's Forza Italia party had decided to yield, but we are determined to oppose the bill," he explained.

Comencini, a member of Italy's Parliamentary Commission for Foreign and Community Affairs, said that the Italian Bishops' Conference (CEI) had earlier written against the proposed bill and many bishops had spoken out against it.
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Protestors tied a red gag around their mouths to symbolize the threat to free speech and held banners with the slogans: "Establishing a new crime is not needed and is wrong," "Freedom of expression for all," and "We remain free to think." 

"In the midst of an unprecedented economic and social crisis, millions of starving families and businesses in difficulty, there are those in parliament who believe it is urgent to have a law on so-called homotransphobia," said Jacopo Coghe, vice president of Pro Vita and Famiglia addressing the gathering.

"Will it still be possible for a priest to quote Catholic doctrine on marriage and sexuality and teach it? Will it be possible to say again that the practice of the rented uterus is an abomination? Will it be possible for a parent to prohibit a child from participating in school activities promoting the gay agenda?" Coghe asked. 

"For all these questions, the bill on homotransphobia has an answer. 'No,'" Coghe emphasized.

In a city brimming with clergy and religious, Church Militant spotted only three priests and four nuns at the event.

Speaking to Church Militant, Br. Manfredi Schmidt said that in normal circumstances he would "pray as much as I can and sometime more than I can."

"But now I am here to make my presence felt by protesting against the persecution that is intended by this law," said Schmidt, the only cleric to wear a cassock to the event.

"What we see happening is an inversion of the truth. This law goes against the principles of democratic Europe, Christianity, and God," Schmidt, a member of the Canons Regular of the Holy Cross said.

Valeria Alessandrini, another Lega senator present at the event, said the "absurd law would criminalize opinion and punishes those who do not share the unique thought of the Left."

Mario Caroni, a participant, told Church Militant he was disappointed with the bishops not supporting the event. "While they began by opposing the bill, now they seem to be compromising," he said.
"They have 'taken a knee' to power. Most of the people here in this square are powerless. The bishops don't want to come and be seen to support us. But they are happy to hobnob with politicians in the corridors of power," he lamented.

Juan Miguel Montes, director of Tradition, Family, Property in Rome, said he was distressed that the CEI official publication Avvenire had published an interview with Alessandro Zan, the parliamentarian promoting the bill.  

Montes also said the CEI website had published a number of letters from liberal Catholics who were in support of the bill. "Instead of categorically stating Church teaching, the bishops seem to be encouraging a 'debate' on it and giving the impression that such critical moral truths are up for grabs."

From July 11 protests have taken place in over 75 Italian cities and towns, including Bergamo, Bologna, Cremona, Milan, Turin, Verona, Siena, Ravenna, Pisa, Naples, and Genoa.
Another seven regions, including Alessandria, Brindisi, Catanzaro and Sassari, will hold a demonstration later this month.

A participant in the Milan demonstration told Church Militant that Catholics participating in the protest were verbally abused by a mob of LGBT activists, who kept shouting profanities and had to be kept at bay by armed police. The participant sent Church Militant video footage of similar abuse in Turin.

LGBT activists have attempted to organize "flash mobs" in a number of cities to launch counter-protests against Catholic demonstrations.

A separate demonstration was staged in another part of Rome preventing any clash between pro and anti-homotransphobia bill demonstrators.

Church Militant reported earlier on the proposed Zan-Scalfarotto law which equates homophobia and transphobia with racism by amending article 654 (sections 2 and 3) of the Italian criminal code against racial, national, religious or ethnic discrimination to include speech against homosexuality and transgenderism.  

Over 180 articles written by Dr. Jules Gomes at this ministry’s web site.
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