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Lipa Marian apparitions unapproved by Rome



Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in Lipa City, Philippines



Original statue from 1948
Unapproved Apparitions
http://www.miraclehunter.com/marian_apparitions/unapproved_apparitions/index.html EXTRACT

	Year
	Place
	# People Involved
	Approval of Supernatural character

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	1948
	Lipa (Philippines)
	Teresita Castillo
	Veneration of Mary permitted under title "Mediatrix of All Grace" (Archdiocese of Lipa) / Established as Not Supernatural (Vatican - 2010) 


Our Lady Mediatrix of All Grace, Lipa, Philippines
http://www.miraclehunter.com/marian_apparitions/unapproved_apparitions/lipa/index.html
Summary
Our Blessed Mother appeared 19 times to a novice in the Carmelite order in Lipa City, Philippines. Teresita recounted that Our Lady stressed humility, penance, prayers for the clergy and the Pope, and to pray the Rosary. Teresita reported that there was one secret for herself, one for the Carmel convent in Lipa City, one for China, and also one for the entire world. Veneration of Mary permitted under the title "Mediatrix of All Grace" (Archdiocese of Lipa) but the 1951 ruling of "Established as Not Supernatural" was affirmed by the Vatican in 2010. Archbishop Ramon C. Arguelles released a statement on September 12, 2015 approving the apparitions as supernatural, but the CDF nullified this document.

Timeline
	July 4, 1927
	Teresita Castillo was born.

	Sept 12, 1948
	While Teresita was praying in the convent garden, suddenly a vine began to shake. Our Lady spoke (but not appeared) to her and requested that she kiss the earth and return to the same spot for fifteen consecutive days. When Our Lady reportedly appeared, She was on a cloud, dressed in white, hands clasped, and a golden Rosary hanging from Her right hand. Her dress was very white, very simple, and had a narrow belt tied around Her.

	Sept. 16, 1948
	Our Lady was said to request that the vine to be blessed, and also requested that a statue was to be placed at the site of the apparition. Our Lady reportedly requested that a Mass be held on the 12th day of every month.

	Nov 12, 1948
	Before She departed for the last time, the Blessed Virgin identified Herself as: " I am the Mediatrix of All Grace"

	ca. 1950
	Teresita leaves the convent.

	April 11, 1951
	Although veneration of Our Lady Mediatrix of all Grace was permitted by Bishop Alfredo Verzosa y Florentin, the Philippine church hierarchy declared ruled negatively on the apparition stating that “there was no supernatural intervention in the reported extraordinary happenings including the shower of rose petals in Lipa.” The decision was signed by six bishops: Ganriel M. Reyes, then Archbishop of Manila; Cesar M. Guerrero, Bishop of San Fernando; Mariano Madriaga, Bishop of Lingayen; Juan C. Sison, Auxiliary Bishop of Nueva Segovia; Vicente P. Reyes, Auxiliary Bishop of Manila; and Rufino Santos, Apostolic Administrator of Lipa. The statement also contained the contentious phrase 'until final decision on the matter will come from the Holy See'. 

Allegedly several of them confessed before they died that they too had been coerced, signing the negative "findings" only under threat of excommunication. (Source: LIPA June Keithley-Castro 1992)

	 April 12, 1951
	Apostolic Administrator of Lipa, Rufino J. Santos, D.D., who became apostolic administrator after Bishop Verzosa, issued a decree that 1) no petals be given to anyone by the Lipa Carmelite community; and 2) the statue of Our Lady of Mediatrix be withdrawn from public view.

	Feb 1990
	A new phenomenon was reported in the Granja District of Lipa City. A white luminous outline of a female in prayer began to supposedly appear at night on one of the leaves of a tall coconut tree.

	Fen 11, 1990
	Lorenzo Ma. Guererro, SJ, the nephew of Bishop Cesar M. Guerrero, one of the signers of the 1951 negative judgment, swore in an affidavit that his uncle signed the document under duress and was a believer in the authenticity of the apparitions. (Source: LIPA June Keithley-Castro 1992 See Appendix C )

	May 21, 1990
	Sr. Aphonse pleaded on her deathbed that the Mediatrix statue be again exposed (for the first time in 40 years) in the chapel at the Carmelite convent. Her request was granted the next day.

	Jan 24, 1991
	Rose petals began to fall straight from the sky again at the Carmelite convent in Lipa City. A few days later, six children playing in the garden at the convent said that the statue come to life.

	1992
	Msgr. Mariano Gaviola, archbishop of Lipa, lifted the ban enforced fifty years earlier by the then Lipa Apostolic Administrator Bishop Rufino Santos and granted permission to display again the image of the Mediatrix of all Grace. Read the declaration of 1992

	1993
	Msgr. Mariano Gaviola declared his personal conviction that the Lipa apparitions were worthy of belief.


	Sept 12, 2005
	Most Reverend Ramon C. Arguelles, D.D., Archbishop of Lipa, resurrected the devotion with an official kick-off with "increased activity and devotion" and plans to place statues representing the Virgin of Lipa, as Our Lady Mediatrix of All Grace, in every diocese.

	Sept 12, 2006
	A National Day of Pilgrimage and Prayer in honor of Our Lady, Mary Mediatrix of All Grace in Carmel, Lipa every year on September 12 to mark the Anniversary of the First Apparition of Our Lady to Sister Teresita Castillo in 1948.

	Sept 2008
	Before an International Mariological Congress in Lourdes, France, Bishop Arguelles stated: “Yes, Mary, Mediatrix of All Grace, did appear in Lipa.” (Source)

	Nov 12, 2009
	Archbishop Arguelles lifted the 1951 ban on the public veneration of Our Lady, Mediatrix of All Grace.

	Nov 12, 2009
	Archbishop Arguelles formed a new commission to revisit the series of apparitions.

	Nov 2009
	In the November 2009 issue of “Ulat Batangan,” official newspaper of the Archdiocese of Lipa, Bishop Arguelles wrote in his column:
"Increasingly many concur with me that most likely the most significant event in the local Church of Lipa all these hundred years is the supposed visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 1948. Undeniably the Blessed Virgin Mary is extremely active during the last decades. If she had indeed shown her presence and delivered her message in various places throughout the world even in some nations in Asia, how can this “pueblo amante de Maria” be different and excluded from her powerful intervention?" (Source)

	September 28, 2010
	The Holy See declared the apparitions to not be supernatural with the following final declaration:
'The text of the declaration of the Bishops of the Philippines, published on 11 April 1951, is as follows: "We, the undersigned Archbishops and bishops, constituting for the purpose a special Commission, having attentively examined and reviewed the evidence and testimonies collected in the course of repeated, long and careful investigations, have reached the unanimous conclusion and hereby officially declare that the above mentioned evidence and testimonies exclude any supernatural intervention in the reported extraordinary happenings- including the shower of petals - at the Carmel of Lipa." This declaration is the official communication of the final decision on the matter, as approved by the Holy See.'

	December 2010
	Archbishop Arguelles released a statement containing the Vatican's final declaration and his commentary.

	January 2013
	Acceptance of the Mediatrix of All Grace by the CBCP at the CBCP Plenary Session. (Source)

	June 4, 2015
	In a homily at San Sebastian Cathedral, Archbishop Raymond C Arguelles: "I declare today what I always have at heart: Mary, Mediatrix of All Grace of Lipa is worthy of belief."

	Sept 12, 2015
	As part of the feast day celebrations in Lipa, Archbishop Raymond C Arguelles released an official statement of approval declaring "that the events and apparition of 1948 also known as the Marian phenomenon in Lipa and its aftermath even in recent times do exhibit supernatural character and is worthy of belief."

	Dec 11, 2015
	The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith creates a statement "ROT. N. 226/1949 PRESUMED APPARITIONS OF THE BVM AT THE CARMELITE CONVENT IN LIPA, PHILIPPINES" nullifying the statement of approval from Archbishop Ramon C Arguelles.

	May 31, 2016
	Archbishop Ramon C. Arguelles issues a communique announcing the nullification by the CDF of the September 12, 2015 approval. Read the CDF document PROT. N. 226/1949 Presumed Apparitions of the BVM at the Carmelite Convent in Lipa, Philippines

	July 9, 2016
	CBCP issues Pastoral Guidelines for Bishops on Private Devotions to Our Blessed Mother Mary, Mediatrix of Grace (All Graces)

	Nov 16, 2017
	Sr. Teresita Castillo died after a lengthy illness at the age of 89. She was buried on November 18, 2016 outside the enclosure grounds of the Carmelite monastery.



Description of the Virgin
The Virgin Mary appeared on a cloud, dressed in white, hands clasped, and a golden Rosary hanging from Her right hand. Her dress was reported to be very white, very simple, and had a narrow belt tied around Her. 



Messages
The Virgin Mary appeared 15 times and announced that She is the Mediatrix of All Grace.
Click here to read the messages of Lipa. 

Miracles and Signs
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	There are accounts of a blue bird appearing at the vine where Our Lady appeared. There are also accounts of the spinning sun, heavy fragrance of roses, and showers of rose petals that had miraculous images of Christ, Mary, and other Holy Scenes on them. The rose petals (one is pictured on the top of this page, and another is pictured on the bottom) are reported to have remarkable curing powers.
It is also reported that Teresita received a Host for Holy Communion on her tongue from an angel on an occasion when she was unable to attend Mass because she was sick in bed. Teresita had other mystical experiences including visions of the Sacred Heart, a multitude of angels, St. Cecilia, St. Theresa of Lisieux, and many other saints. The seer was also seen to go into a state of unconsciousness, and then, while lying on the floor, enact the agony of Christ on the Cross. This phenomenon was witnessed by the prioress, Bishop Obviar, and members of the Carmel community at Lipa.


Church Approval
Although veneration of Our Lady Mediatrix of all Grace was permitted by Bishop Alfredo Verzosa y Florentin, the Philippine church hierarchy declared on April 11, 1951 that “there was no supernatural intervention in the reported extraordinary happenings including the shower of rose petals in Lipa.” The statement also contained the contentious phrase 'until final decision on the matter will come from the Holy See'. Bishop Rufino Santos, who became apostolic administrator after Bishop Verzosa, ordered that 1) no petals be given to anyone by the Lipa Carmelite community; and 2) the statue of Our Lady of Mediatrix be withdrawn from public view.
Read the declaration of April 11, 1951 
While the committee of bishops appeared unanimous in their conclusion that Lipa was fraudulent, several of them allegedly confessed before they died that they too had been coerced, signing the negative "findings" only under duress. (Source: LIPA June Keithley-Castro 1992 See Appendix C)
In 1992, Msgr. Mariano Gaviola, archbishop of Lipa, lifted the ban enforced fifty years earlier by the then Lipa Apostolic Administrator Bishop Rufino Santos and granted permission to display again the image of the Mediatrix of all Grace. In 1993, he declared his personal conviction that the Lipa apparitions were worthy of belief. 
Read the declaration of 1992 
Most Reverend Ramon C. Arguelles, D.D., archbishop of Lipa, resurrected the devotion with an official kick-off on Sept 12, 2005 with "increased activity and devotion" and made plans to place statues representing the Virgin of Lipa, as Our Lady Mediatrix of All Grace, in every diocese. Read the Pastoral Letter from April 17, 2005.
On November 12, 2009, he lifted the 1951 ban on the public veneration of Our Lady, Mediatrix of All Grace.” With the same decree, he formed a new commission to revisit the series of apparitions. Read the decree from November 12, 2009
In December 2010, he released a statement which included the final ruling by the Vatican that the apparitions were not supernatural. 
Read the declaration from September 28, 2010.
A National Day of Pilgrimage and Prayer in honor of Our Lady, Mary Mediatrix of All Grace in Carmel, Lipa every year on September 12 to mark the Anniversary of the First Apparition of Our Lady to Sister Teresita Castillo in 1948.
On June 4, 2015, in a homily at San Sebastian Cathedral, Archbishop Raymond C Arguelles: "I declare today what I always have at heart: Mary, Mediatrix of All Grace of Lipa is worthy of belief."
On September 15, 2015, as part of the feast day celebrations in Lipa, Archbishop Raymond C Arguelles released an official statement of approval declaring "that the events and apparition of 1948 also known as the Marian phenomenon in Lipa and its aftermath even in recent times do exhibit supernatural character and is worthy of belief." 
On May 31, 2016, Archbishop Ramon C. Arguelles issues a communique announcing the nullification by the CDF of the September 12, 2015 approval.

Books
O'Connell, Raphael V. Our Lady, mediatrix of all graces. John Murphy company (1926) 
Villanueva, Francisco Jr. Wonders of Lipa Distributed by Grand Avenue Book Store (1949)

Videos
Marian Apparitions of the 20th (Twentieth) Century: A Message of Urgency. 1991 Marian Communications Ltd. 64 minutes


Articles
Philippine Daily Inquirer. Vindicated, novice of Lipa apparitions keeps low profile. November 22, 2009. By Marrah Erika Lesaba, June Keithley. Read article
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Links
The Shrine of Our Lady, Mediatrix of All Grace
Vatican trumps Filipino bishop, says Lipa apparition not supernatural
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/vatican-trumps-filipino-bishop-says-lipa-apparition-not-supernatural
By Rodney Pelletier, Lipa City, Philippines, June 3, 2016
The Vatican is reversing a bishop's ruling on an alleged apparition in the Philippines. 
Archbishop Ramon Arguelles ruled in September 2015 the apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary as Mediatrix of All Grace to a Carmelite nun in a convent in Lipa in 1948 was "of supernatural origin" and "worthy of belief." Ordinarily, the bishop in whose diocese the apparition takes place is responsible for investigating the claims of visionaries and the subsequent judgment, but in this case the Vatican is stepping in.

In a letter to his flock on May 31, he explains the Vatican declared his ruling "null and void." The Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) signed the decree on December 11 last year but for an unknown reason Abp. Arguelles saw a copy of the directive on Saturday May 28 and officially received it on May 30.

The document is signed by CDF Prefect Cdl. Gerhard Müller and his secretary Abp. Luis Ladaria.

The decision is based on an investigation and declaration released in 1951 signed by Pope Pius XII. It asserts the "the phenomena of Lipa were declared to lack supernatural origin. The Authority on which this declaration was made not that of the Bishop members of the Special Commission, but rather of the Supreme Pontiff [Pius XII]."

The directive further commands "any and all commissions studying the question of the alleged supernatural phenomenon of the alleged apparitions in the Carmel of Lipa be immediately 

A Special Commission of seven bishops was assembled to investigate events in 1948 where a Carmelite nun, Teresita Castillo, claimed to have seen the Blessed Mother. Others alleged to have seen the sun spinning and unexplainable showers of rose petals, some bearing holy images. In the seer's last vision she alleged the Blessed Virgin called herself the Mediatrix of All Grace.
After an initial investigation, the apparition was ruled to be fraudulent and the nuns commanded to destroy all items related to it, including a statue representing the apparition. However, instead of destroying the statue, the nuns hid it.

A seven-bishop committee ruled in 1951: "There was no supernatural intervention in the reported extraordinary happenings including the shower of rose petals in Lipa" and that the apparitions were to be disregarded "until a final decision on the matter [came] from the Holy See."

It is alleged that years later several of the bishops on the committee admitted — some on their deathbeds — they had been coerced to disavow the apparitions under threat of excommunication.

In 1992, Mariano Gaviola, archbishop of Lipa, lifted the ban on displaying the image of the Mediatrix of All Grace; the following year he declared his personal opinion that the Lipa apparitions were worthy of belief.

On November 12, 2009, Abp. Arguelles lifted the 1951 ban and formed a new commission to re-examine the alleged apparitions. In a 2010 statement he related,

Humbly, respectfully and joyfully, I must state that my November 12 decree does not in any way conflict with the final statement of the Holy See. ... First of all, the Holy See, while accepting officially the April 11, 1951 verdict about the Lipa apparitions, does not prohibit the spread of the devotion to Mary under the worthy title Mediatrix of All Grace.

He also maintained that new information that wasn't known or addressed in the earlier investigation has surfaced making the conclusions of the earlier commission "irrelevant."

Pope Francis is said to have venerated the statue on display at the archbishop's house when he visited the Philippines in January 2015.

Archbishop Arguelles finishes his letter: "My hope and prayer is that, this document notwithstanding, we will never doubt the love of God and the Blessed Mother for all of us, their zealous devotees from the entire world, but remain steadfast and determined to bring hope and blessings to many in this troubled world."

Lipa Apparitions Remain Unapproved
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=53560 

By Susan Brinkmann, September 19, 2016
We have had several inquiries from readers about the status of the apparitions of Mary, Mediatrix of all Graces, which allegedly occurred in a Carmelite Convent in Lipa City, Philippines some 50 years ago. Have they been approved or not?

From what I have read, the apparitions have enjoyed local approval, but they have never been approved by the Vatican.

In this excellent article by Mary Rezac for the Catholic News Agency (CNA), which was forwarded to us by a faithful New Age blog reader, this apparition has been embroiled in a years’-long approval and disapproval process.
For those who have never heard of it, the Lipa apparitions began on September 12, 1948, when a 21 year-old nun named Sr. Teresita began to have visions of Mary in the garden of her Carmelite convent. Mary is said to have appeared to her on a cloud, dressed in simple white robes with a small belt and a golden Rosary hanging from her right hand.

Our Lady supposedly appeared to Sr. Teresita 19 times in the course of the next year and gave her messages about humility, penance, prayers for the clergy and the Pope, along with admonitions to pray the Rosary.

Our Lady also gave Sr. Teresita several secrets – one for herself, one for the world, one for China, and one for the Carmel convent in Lipa City.

At the final appearance, which occurred on November 12, 1948, Our Lady identified herself as “Mediatrix of All Grace.”

In addition to the apparitions, rose petals allegedly fell from heaven and were imprinted with images of Jesus, Mary and the Saints.

Although the local bishop approved veneration of Our Lady as Mediatrix of All Grace and devotion to her under this title spread throughout the country, a committee of Church hierarchy in the Philippines issued a declaration on April 11, 1951 in which they stated that “there was no supernatural intervention in the reported extraordinary happenings including the shower of rose petals in Lipa.”

Sr. Teresita left the convent at about this time, perhaps due to the ruling, and the apparitions remained suppressed until 1990 when the nephew of Bishop Cesar M. Guerrero, one of the signers of the 1951 negative judgment, revealed that his uncle signed the judgment under duress and was actually a believer in the apparitions.

During the same year, one of the sisters at the convent made a deathbed request that the statue of Mary, Mediatrix of All Grace be brought back for veneration. Her superiors agreed and the statue was once again displayed in the convent.

Not long after this happened, the Archbishop of Lipa decided to lift the ban on the devotion and allowed the statue to be displayed.

In 2005, Most Reverend Ramon C. Arguelles, the new and still-current Archbishop of Lima, began to promulgate devotion to Our Lady under this title a publicly professed his belief in the apparitions.

In 2009, he went so far as to officially lift the 1951 ban on public veneration of the image and formed a new commission to re-examine the apparitions and the rose petal phenomenon.

A year later, the Vatican once again intervened after coming to the unanimous conclusion that the evidence and testimonies provided “exclude all supernatural intervention in the reported extraordinary happenings – including the shower of petals – at the Carmel of Lipa.”

In spite of this pronouncement, Archbishop Arguelles’ released a statement of approval of the apparitions on September 12, 2015, saying that “the events and apparition of 1948 also known as the Marian phenomenon in Lipa and its aftermath even in recent times do exhibit supernatural character and is worthy of belief.”

Once again, the Vatican intervened and Arguelles was forced to retract the statement earlier this summer.

So why is there so much back-on-forth on this apparitions?

A Catholic miracle researcher known as Michael O’Neill, of miraclehunter.com, said he believes one reason is because Sr. Teresita’s first mystical experience was actually an encounter with the devil

“There has always been the question of whether the devil was disguised in further apparitions,” O’Neill told CNA.

He also believes that the phenomena of the rose petals, and reports that the statue came to life, are complicating factors.

“So when you look at this – do you approve the whole thing? Or do you approve just the apparitions? Or what’s true or what’s a hoax? It’s a little bit of confusing territory when you have to deal with these many different types of mystical phenomena,” O’Neill said.

As it stands today, there are still many mysteries concerning the apparitions of Lipa.

“Where are these affidavits of the supposed deathbed confessions of bishops who claim they were coerced into the negative judgement? How thoroughly did the original committee of bishops examine the case – and what led them to the negative judgement?” Rezac asks.

There’s always the possibility that the case will be reopened, except if a document surfaces that confirms Pope Pius XII’s approval of the negative judgment issued in 1951, she writes. However, even if this document does exist, it would be in the archives of the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith which normally only releases documents to the public once they are 80 years old.

The bottom line is that, at the present time, the Lipa apparitions do not have Vatican approval.

The curious case of the Lipa Marian apparitions
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/the-curious-case-of-the-lipa-marian-apparitions-22056
By Mary Rezac, December 28, 2016

The story of Sister Teresita Castillo and the supposed Marian apparitions of Lipa City, Philippines reads something like a mystery novel.
A negative judgement given in a document signed by local bishops and subsequent suppression of the devotion most likely drove the visionary nun out of the convent.

Years later, some bishops involved in the disapproval of the case allegedly came forward with deathbed confessions, saying they only ruled against the apparitions on threat of excommunication.

A document from the 1950s that would further clarify the case is still being kept secret in the archives of the Vatican.
Then in May of this year, the local Archbishop Ramon C. Arguelles announced that the Holy See had reiterated its negative judgement on the supernatural nature of the apparitions. The reiteration was a rebuttal to the archbishop, who had a few months prior announced (without Vatican approval) that the apparition had been reapproved as supernatural.

The exchange was just the latest in a decades-long ping-pong match between the Vatican and the local clergy over whether or not the popular local devotion should be officially approved.

As it currently stands, the apparitions of Mary in Lipa – known as Mary, Mediatrix of all Grace – are officially considered “not supernatural in nature” by the Holy See.

The highest recognition that the Catholic Church gives to an alleged miracle is that it is “worthy of belief.” If investigations determine an event to be fraudulent or lacking in supernatural character, a rejection may be issued.

Alternatively, the Church may declare that there is nothing contrary to the faith in a supposed miraculous phenomenon – but without making a determination on whether a supernatural character is present.

However, in an unprecedented move in this case, the Lipa apparitions are not considered supernatural, but local devotion is still allowed.

“I believe it to be the singular case in history where you have a negative judgement, but the devotion is allowed,” Michael O’Neill, a Catholic miracle researcher and author who runs the website miraclehunter.com, told CNA.

Visions in gardens and rose petals from heaven
This unique, mysterious and still-contentious case all began with a young nun in a quiet convent garden in 1948.

Sr. Teresita, also known as Sr. Teresing, was just 21 years old when allegedly, Mary began appearing to her in the garden of her Carmelite convent in Lipa City. On September 12, 1948, the young nun was outside praying when one of the garden vines began to shake. She then heard the voice of the Virgin Mary, who asked Teresita to kiss the ground and return to the same spot for fifteen days.
Sr. Teresita returned, and Mary reportedly appeared to her on a cloud, dressed in simple white robes with a small belt, hands clasped, and a golden Rosary hanging from her right hand.

According to the visionary nun, throughout her 19 appearances that year, Mary stressed humility, penance, prayers for the clergy and the Pope, and to pray the Rosary. Teresita reported that there was one secret for herself, one for the Carmel convent in Lipa City, one for China, one for the entire world from the Blessed Mother.

At her final appearance on November 12, 1948, Mary reportedly called herself by the title “Mediatrix of All Grace.” Also associated with the apparition are rose petals that seemed to fall from heaven, and appear to be emblazoned with images of Jesus, Mary and the Saints.

The mysterious negative ruling
Fast forward three years later, to 1951. Sr. Teresita left the convent sometime in 1950, likely because of all the controversy surrounding the apparitions.

The local bishop, Alfredo Verzosa y Florentin, had approved the veneration of Our Lady, Mediatrix of All Grace, and the devotion easily grew in popularity in the already-Marian spirituality of the Filipino faithful.

Despite the approval from the local bishop, a committee of Church hierarchy in the Philippines declared on April 11, 1951, that “there was no supernatural intervention in the reported extraordinary happenings including the shower of rose petals in Lipa.”

The statement also contained the contentious phrase “until final decision on the matter will come from the Holy See”.

Bishop Rufino Santos, who became apostolic administrator after the decision, ordered that no petals be given to anyone by the Lipa Carmelite community; and that the statue of Our Lady, Mediatrix be withdrawn from public view.

Veneration of Our Lady, Mediatrix of All Grace remained officially disallowed for decades after the judgement of the committee, until February of 1990.

On February 11, 1990, the nephew of Bishop Cesar M. Guerrero, one of the signers of the 1951 negative judgment, swore in an affidavit that his uncle signed the document under duress and was a believer in the authenticity of the apparitions, according to a book about the Lipa apparitions by June Keithley. The Catholic Bishops Conference in the Philippines did not respond by press time to requests for comment on the matter.

Local devotion grows
Later that year, a sister at the Lipa Carmel convent requested on her deathbed that the statue of Mary, Mediatrix of All Grace be brought back for veneration. The community obliged, and the statue was displayed in the convent chapel the next day.

Soon after, Msgr. Mariano Gaviola, Archbishop of Lipa at the time, lifted the ban from Bishop Rufino Santos and allowed the statue to be displayed.

In 2005, Most Reverend Ramon C. Arguelles, the new and still-current Archbishop of Lima, kicked off a campaign to further spread devotion and to place a statue of the Mediatrix of All Grace in parishes throughout the country, and publicly professed his personal devotion and belief in the apparition on numerous occasions.

The ping-pong match continues
Archbishop Arguelles felt so passionately about the devotion that on Nov. 12, 2009, on the 61st anniversary of Mary’s alleged final appearance to Sister Teresita, he officially lifted the 1951 ban on public veneration of the image, and formed a new commission to re-examine the apparition and related phenomena.

Once again, about a year later, the Vatican shut it down.

“We, the undersigned Archbishops and bishops, constituting for the purpose a special Commission, having attentively examined and reviewed the evidence and testimonies collected in the course of repeated, long and careful investigations, have reached the unanimous conclusion and hereby officially declare that the above mentioned evidence and testimonies exclude any supernatural intervention in the reported extraordinary happenings – including the shower of petals – at the Carmel of Lipa. This declaration is the official communication of the final decision on the matter, as approved by the Holy See," the bishops said in a statement. 

But Archbishop Arguelles’ personal faith in the devotion did not budge. After declaring in another homily his personal devotion and belief in the apparitions, he released an official statement of approval of the apparitions on Sept. 12, 2015 declaring “that the events and apparition of 1948 also known as the Marian phenomenon in Lipa and its aftermath even in recent times do exhibit supernatural character and is worthy of belief.”

Which brings the saga to this past Spring, when the archbishop once again had to revoke his statement of official approval of the supernatural nature of the apparitions.

It’s likely the first time ever that the Vatican and a local bishop have had so much back and forth over a supposed apparition, O’Neill said.
“This is completely historic that the archbishop flipped over a Vatican confirmation of a previous judgement, and historic that the Vatican has come back over and flipped back a statement of the local bishops; those two things have never happened before,” he said.  

What’s the problem?
What makes the alleged apparitions and related phenomena – the rose petals – so contentious?

O’Neill said that while it is not known for sure, there are a few reasons that the Holy See may be hesitant to declare the apparitions as supernatural.

One of these reasons, he said, may be because Sr. Teresita’s first mystical experience was actually an encounter with the devil.

“There has always been the question of whether the devil was disguised in further apparitions,” he said.

Another issue could be the complexity of the various related phenomena surrounding the apparition, O’Neill said, including the shower of rose petals and a claim from several children who said they saw the statue come to life.

“So when you look at this - do you approve the whole thing? Or do you approve just the apparitions? Or what’s true or what’s a hoax? It’s a little bit of confusing territory when you have to deal with these many different types of mystical phenomena,” O’Neill said.

So many mysteries remain with this supposed apparition.

Where are these affidavits of the supposed deathbed confessions of bishops who claim they were coerced into the negative judgement? How thoroughly did the original committee of bishops examine the case - and what led them to the negative judgement? Archbishop Arguelles, as well as the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines, did not respond to requests for comment by press time.

If the document surfaced that confirmed Pope Pius XII’s approval of the negative judgement in 1951, there would be no way to reopen the case. But such a document, if it does indeed exist in this case, would be in the archives of the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith, which only releases documents to the public, with few exceptions, once they are more than 80 years old.

On a recent visit to Lipa, O’Neill said he was able to visit the convent where Sr. Teresita supposedly had visions of Mary.

The sisters there, he said, remain privately devoted to Mary, Mediatrix of all Grace. Though they remain obedient to the Holy See, they, as well as many of the faithful, quietly hope the case could be reconsidered in the future.

In a country with 33 canonically recognized icons of Mary, the country’s Marian devotion is “incredible,” O’Neill said.

“So there’s a great amount of disappointment among the people of the Philippines who followed this devotion, but they remain obedient to the Holy See.”

Update 6/22, 1:47 p.m.: A previous version of the story said a negative Vatican judgement drove Sr. Teresita out of the convent. The judgement instead was signed by local bishops, and subsequent suppression of the devotion likely led to her leaving. Also, the line: "This declaration is the official communication of the final decision on the matter, as approved by the Holy See" has been included to the bishops’ 2010 statement to show the Holy See's ruling. 
This article was originally published on CNA June 18, 2016.
Vatican decision on Marian apparition 'confusing'
https://www.ucanews.com/news/vatican-decision-on-marian-apparition-confusing/77798
December 6, 2016

A decision made by the Vatican on a reported Marian apparition in the Philippines some 60 years ago has confused some Filipino Catholics.
"[The devotees] are unhappy, unsatisfied and not at peace with themselves," said retired Archbishop Oscar Cruz of Lingayen-Dagupan.

The prelate said devotees of the Our Lady of Mediatrix of All Graces have been asking of "some sort of a review."

Archbishop Cruz said the devotees are not interested "whether there was a miraculous phenomenon or not, but as to the continuation of their devotion."

In December last year, the Vatican issued a decree declaring the reported 1948 Marian apparitions at a Carmelite Monastery in Lipa, in Batangas province had no supernatural origin.

The Vatican statement overruled an earlier declaration by the local bishop that the apparitions were of "supernatural origin."

Archbishop Cruz said that after an investigation, the church's Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith declared that there was no miracle in the phenomenon. 

"The matter is closed as far as the congregation and the Holy Father are concerned," said the prelate.

Archbishop Cruz said a pronouncement made by the bishops' conference, however, further confused devotees.

The country's bishops said devotion to the Our Lady of Mediatrix of All Graces is centuries old and should be fostered as a "private devotion."

In a pastoral advisory last July, the Commission for the Doctrine of the Faith of the Philippine bishops said devotion "must not to be based on the alleged Lipa apparitions."

The church body said two popes have already judged the reported apparition as "inauthentic."

Other Philippine church leaders said the Vatican decision might have confused some devotees, but it did not affect the devotion of Catholics to Mary.

"No matter how painful [the Vatican decision] is [the people's] attachment to Mary becomes stronger and the prayer for the church more intense," said Archbishop Ramon Arguelles of Lipa.

Father Melvin Castro, a devotee of the Our Lady of Mediatrix of All Graces said the Vatican decision made the devotion to Mary "stronger and deeper [because] it is not dependent on any apparition at all but is actually rooted in God's divine plan of salvation."

In an earlier statement, the country's Catholic bishops said there is no need for apparitions to honor the Virgin Mary.

"Her being the mother of Jesus is our first and constant reason for honoring her," said Archbishop Socrates Villegas of Lingayen-Dagupan, president of the bishops' conference.

On Sept. 12, 1948, the Virgin Mary reportedly appeared before Carmelite postulant Teresing Castillo and reportedly told the aspiring nun that she was "Mary Mediatrix of All Grace."

The apparition was followed by several appearances of unexplainable showers of rose petals inside and outside the Carmelite convent in Lipa town.

In the 1948 apparitions, the Blessed Mother reportedly appealed for humility, penance, and prayers for priests and for the pope.

Related Reports
Filipinos warned against making money out of 'miracles'
Apparitions 'not needed to honor Virgin Mary'
Devotion to Mary offers hope to Filipinos
Lipa visionary tells her own story
http://www.marianmessenger.ph/index.php/component/content/article/8-lipa-apparition/15-lipa-visionary-tells-her-own-sory-the-apparitions-of-our-lady-to-teresing-castillo
http://www.marianmessenger.ph/index.php/component/content/article/8-lipa-apparition/26-our-ladys-messages-to-teresing-castillo-second-part-or-series
http://www.marianmessenger.ph/index.php/component/content/article/8-lipa-apparition/29-our-ladys-messages-to-teresing-castillo-second-part-or-series
http://www.marianmessenger.ph/index.php/component/content/article/8-lipa-apparition/49-our-ladys-messages-to-teresing-castillo-second-part-or-series
http://www.marianmessenger.ph/index.php/component/content/article/8-lipa-apparition/69-our-ladys-messages-to-teresing-castillo-5th-part-of-a-series
By Teresita Castillo 
In loving obedience to the zealous lovers of Mama Mary, I will try my very best to write down the most I could remember after 40 years of complete silence. So, before I start, I humbly beg for your understanding and trust in me. I do not ask you to believe my little story; just listening to it is more than I deserve. I cannot also assure you that every detail of what happened to me in Carmel will be included here. There are a few messages that I cannot divulge. Aside from this, 40 years is a long “past”, and my age is heading fast towards the reality of being included in the list of “senior citizens”.
On July 4, 1948, on my 21st birthday, I left home at 4:00 a.m. to escape from our house to enter the Carmelite Monastery in Lipa City. Bishop Obviar’s jeep was to pick me up at the back of the ruined municipal building at 4:00 a.m. I had a last glance of our house as we passed by on our way to Lipa. It was not easy for me to leave my good parents behind. Being the youngest, I do admit that I was the favorite. They were just waiting for the day of my graduation recital in piano before they bought a grand piano as their graduation gift for me. What made me worry was the fact that my parents were going to order the grand piano from Germany. My parents were always happy to see me play the piano for them, but most especially when an elder brother of mine and my only sister and myself played piece after piece. They showed us all the love and care they could. So, leaving them behind was not easy for me.
I heard my birthday Mass inside Carmel. My family started to look for me in Carmel and finding me there, my brothers wanted to get me out of the convent to bring me back to our parents. My eldest brother through the grill pointed his gun at me to shoot because he told me he preferred to see me dead rather than be a Carmelite. I was told by Mother Prioress to rest early because of the tensions I went through. So, I slept early only to be awakened by my brother’s voice shouting and calling my name to go back to my parents. Mother Prioress ran to our cell. I begged her not to give me back to any of the members of my family. Seeing that his shouts were of no avail, my brother turned his fury on the massive doors and started pounding on them with violence. The Out-Sisters called for some policemen, but God intervened and my furious brother left before the police arrived.
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JULY 31, 1948
My first encounter occurred during the Great Silence which means that nobody may talk with anybody except for emergency reasons. I was in our cell praying when I heard three knocks. I did not see anyone come in. After a little while, I heard a man’s voice, very rough and guttural in nature as though coming from a deep, hollow container. He gave me a vivid picture of how my family was. He said that my father, who was at that time the presiding judge of the Court of Relations, could not study his legal cases, because I was told that he used to stand by the window waiting for my return. I was also told (and this was confirmed by others) that after each meal he would leave two spoonfuls of rice for me. This was indeed a very touching attitude of my poor father. I suddenly felt homesick, so much so that I was on the verge of crying. Then I heard the voice again telling me that he will leave signs of his presence in our cell. With shaking knees and trembling hands, I somehow managed to grope for our little lamp, and sure enough there were two black footprints and their shape was so different from that of a human being.

MY REACTION — I was shocked and couldn’t move an inch. I was trembling. I did not know what to do. I thought I was praying, but was not. I thought I was thinking, but was not. One thing I realized, I had my rosary in my hand. I ran to Mother Prioress crying, trembling and upon reaching Mother’s office, my knees gave way. Having heard my story, Mother brought me back to our cell, and told me to say the rosary over and over again. I did what I was told and slept.

AUGUST 1, 1948
The same voice came back to me at around 3:00 a.m. He kept repeating the same thing to me. I heard many footsteps running down below our cell. Mother Prioress gave me a crucifix and a small bottle of holy water and gave me instructions as regards to the use of the holy water and crucifix.

MY REACTIONS — This time I was really afraid because I was thinking that my eldest brother whom our former Mayor Esteban Mayo knew very well, would ask his help to bring me home. If he could shoot me in the parlor the day I escaped, he could easily have hired some men to kidnap me. My mind was distracted from what just happened, by thinking that my father who was a very influential politician could easily arrange for me to be kidnapped. My thoughts were focused on two things: was this a trick of my family to get me out, or was it really the devil tormenting me? But then, why pick on me if it was the latter?

The following days were peaceful and I asked my guardian Angel to please take care of me. I kept myself busy, by studying the rules of Carmel, memorizing some Latin prayers, and adjusting myself to a very different kind of life. Laundry work was the hardest and not knowing how to wash clothes, both my hands soon had small holes in them. This reminded me of little violets, small though they may be, but when bunched together they would become a very beautiful offering to Jesus. Painful, yes, but very pleasing to the Mother of God.

FIRST FRIDAY OF AUGUST 1948
Devotional cards were drawn by the Community in honor of the Sacred Heart. I got “Victim”. We can easily conclude what this word meant. Then I told myself: “What’s next Mr. Whoever You Are”? I prayed hard because to be a victim is not at all easy.

MY REACTION: Resigned.

AUGUST 7, 1948
It was a Saturday when I smelt a very sweet fragrance like that of white lilies while I was on my way to our cell. I thought perhaps a close relative of mine died or something like that (an old belief). When I reached our cell, I immediately heard a very sweet voice, a voice beyond description which said:

“My daughter, sufferings will always be with you until the end of your life”.

I did not see anyone, and the words came as a shock to me.

MY REACTIONS — I was stunned, speechless and motionless, but not so afraid. I asked myself whose voice that was. It was very different from the previous one.

AUGUST 11, 1948
At about 3:00 a.m., I was awakened by the shaking of my bed which lasted one minute. Then I heard the usual hoarse voice. He told me that I had an obligation to my parents — to take pity on them, and if they die of loneliness, I would have to answer for that. He also told me that I was wrong in loving and respecting the Bishop and Mother Cecilia [Ed.: the prioress]. Soon after this, there he was before my eyes. I was terrified with an unbearable sense of fear. He was terribly ugly. He hit me and the marks were seen by the Mother Prioress. She then embraced me for the first time. I was crying. She put my head on her shoulder and patted my back and that was the time I really missed my parents. Mother Cecilia comforted me, and I saw tears in her eyes. If you would like to know how the devil looked like, I will try my best to describe him to you. He was around 5 ft. tall. He was surrounded by fire, which was only about an inch wide. His eyes were bloodshot. Those glaring eyes could not look at me, but looked to the left side of our cell. His face seemed oblong in shape and his voice was the same as before. His foul odor convinced me that he was something totally evil. I was almost ready to give up my vocation, when suddenly I began to think that if I did so, the devil would be the winner and I, the loser.

MY REACTION: I was scared but my fear did not last long. Suddenly, I changed my mind. With God’s grace, I was determined to win the battle. He disappeared after being sprinkled by me with holy water as I had been told to do so by Mother Prioress.

AUGUST 18, 1948
The fragrance of lilies was all over the place. When I reached our cell, a beautiful lady was inside. She was dressed in white, immaculately clean and her hair was long. The most beautiful part of her was her eyes. Then she spoke:

“Do not be afraid. My Son has sent me to bring you a message.”

She told me that the trials I went through made her sad. I was consoled. She was really a mother. I could hardly believe or imagine that she was there, sitting on my bed! She said that the enemy was jealous of Mother Prioress, but Mama Mary encouraged me to love and trust Mother Prioress. I was also told to wash Mother’s feet, then drink the water I used. When I told Mother this, she was embarrassed and thought it might be some kind of trick. I was told that two holy pictures would be given to Mother Prioress. When I saw the pictures I immediately recognized that they were mine. Mama Mary is really a very human and a down to earth Mother. I was told to analyze the lesson the two pictures gave or taught us. I couldn’t see the lessons they gave us till the following morning during our meditation. I was almost sure that the lesson was about simplicity, detachment and obedience. The sign that Mother Prioress was waiting for, was at least manifested in my eyes. One single drop of blood in my eyes was enough for Mother Prioress to give in to the washing of her feet. During those days, all Carmelites were barefooted and anyone can guess the kind of water I was to drink. For every gulp I took, my stomach revolted. However, I was only too happy to do it for the love of Mama Mary. On the part of Mother Prioress, I saw that she was embarrassed, but I am sure to offer that to Mama Mary also. Right after our meal I ran to the comfort room and threw up all the water.

I am not sure of the date (August 18 or 19) when the beautiful Lady was telling me about a kind of suffering I will have to undergo for a priest. She was almost in tears so I accepted whatever suffering she wanted me to bear. Then we were talking about conversion, simplicity, humility, generosity, and cooperation of all those who will understand the true meaning of penance and sacrifice. She said that if the world would continue the way it was heading during those days, she would suffer most because she was a witness to the suffering of Her Son.

In Carmel, the Sisters are periodically called one by one by the Prioress to ask how they are, whether they have problems, complaints, etc. When my turn came, I asked her only one question: “Mother, why was I chosen by the devil to be tormented and then why was I chosen by Mama Mary to be the instrument to impart her message? I am far from being good, because I am an obstinate child, stubborn and have a will of my own. I was spoiled being the youngest in the family.” She told me that God has His own way of converting people. Simplicity was very well explained to me. She gave me examples easy enough to do as a beginner.

AUGUST 20, 1948
This was somewhat a Red Letter Day for me. I was in our cell, fixing our bed, when I heard a sound similar to that of a bird flapping its wings. When I looked up, I noticed a strong, sweet smell and then I saw petals falling from nowhere, because there was no hole in the ceiling. When the petals reached the floor they formed into a cross, so I said to myself: O, my Jesus what is happening to me now? I did not run this time, but simply walked towards the door of Mother’s office. I asked her to go to our cell to see the petals. She had asked me where I got those petals. I told her I did not get them, but only saw them falling from above. Both of us could not solve the mystery. Mother Prioress gathered the petals and brought them with her.

MY REACTION: It remained a mystery to me. (It is a mystery which Mama Mary alone can solve after so many, many years.) Fear did not creep into my soul. I felt somehow that I was heading towards some consolations. I was not scared; on the contrary I was happy because there was nothing ugly or unbecoming in what I saw. The sweet fragrance, if I may say so, made me feel that heaven was so near Lipa, Carmel. I remembered what Mama Mary told me about being simple, so I just trusted and believed in Mama Mary’s love and care. I felt I was just a child who received a grand gift from a loving mother. Mama Mary henceforth became the essence of my life. She made me feel loved.

I cannot remember the date, when suddenly I was being pulled down the stairs and felt I had nothing on. Just as well, Mother Prioress was outside her cell and saw me. She immediately ran to me and grabbed my hand, trying to pull me up, while someone was pulling me down. I was already feeling so weak, and thought I was going to die from exhaustion. It was like a tug-of-war game. But with God’s grace Mother Prioress made a sudden and strong pull and the next thing I remember was the devil lost his grip and Mother won. She embraced me and brought me to her office, almost out of breath because of her asthma. Then I asked Mother whether she saw me with no habit on. I was happy when she told me I had my habit on all the time during the struggle. The following day, Mother Prioress brought me to the parlor to see Bishop Obviar. Still confused, I asked His Excellency to kindly explain to me what had happened. He was so kind enough to tell me that the devil can play tricks of all kinds. “He can make you feel you had nothing on, but in truth you were wearing your postulant dress,” said the Bishop. What a relief! But then all of a sudden darkness surrounded me—I could not see anything. I was blind! Trouble started in the Community from this day on. That time I also felt that my whole body was being pricked by pins and needles.  The pain was not so bad – most specially when I learned that these sufferings were for certain priests and nuns.
September 1, 1948
I detected the presence of Mama Mary in our cell. I cried tears of joy. When I asked her who she was, she gave me three letters: B, V, M, meaning the Blessed Virgin Mary. What greater blessing could I ask for! Who would not love Mama Mary! She was so human and her voice sounded so real. She told me that our Mother Church would lose many vocations and that was why she was appealing for prayers, penance, and sacrifices. I was so surprised at what I just heard, because before entering Carmel, I was ignorant of what was happening around the world. My time literally was spent on the piano, three hours in the morning and another three hours in the afternoon, practicing for my grand recital.

My blindness gave me a lot of time to pray more to love more, and to analyze the messages of Mama Mary. I thank God for the grace He gave me to be able to understand my situation. Hurting words were said about Mother Prioress and myself. But we would not blame our detractors because they knew nothing about what was happening. Jealousy and envy cropped up, followed by malicious accusations of familiarity and favoritism. I felt sorry for those whose peace of mind was disturbed. All these trials were part of the intense moral sufferings both Mother and I had to go through. Thanks be to God, we were sustained by His grace and all these did not dampen our faith and courage. But if left alone, we would not have survived! It was truly a crucifixion of sorts for Mother Prioress and myself.

On one occasion, I thanked Mother Prioress for covering me with our blanked when the night was cold. She did this twice. She was surprised when I told her this because she had not done so. It must have been Mama Mary then! How could I refuse her anything, no matter how hard and difficult the sufferings could be.

Almost every day, I suffered pricks of pain like pins and needles. I offered all these for priests and nuns. During those days, we believed that priests and nuns were the representatives of Christ on earth. To me, they all seemed to be so holy. The Sisters in school sometimes showed impatience but they have sufficient reasons to be so. I once asked Mother Prioress why things happen this way. She told me that we all need prayers, priests and nuns included.

On another occasion, one of the Sisters promised to bring me to the garden for a walk. After this, I was led back to our cell. I smelt a sweet fragrance again and immediately guessed that Mama Mary was in our cell. Yes she was! She told me to gather all the petals on our bed. Even though I was blind, I did.

Before she left the cell, I begged her on bended knees to please allow me to kiss her feet. Much to my surprise, she consented. I could hardly believe, but it was really very true. I felt I could not do it, because it was such a big grace to me, and I felt so unworthy. But I did it! My feeling was beyond description. I was about to kiss the other foot when I thought to myself, kissing one foot was more than enough for me. I did not want to abuse her generosity. I thought that if I kissed the other foot, I would die of joy. Some Sisters told me I was stupid (tanga), because I did not grab that opportunity to kiss the other foot. Her foot bore a very sweet fragrance and her skin was very smooth. After this, she disappeared. If anyone could explain how I felt interiorly, God bless him through Mama Mary. Heaven must be so beautiful!
September 4, 1948
I noticed that Mother Prioress was with me often than before. I really appreciated her charity very much. She told me stories about people who were blind, and how much they had to suffer. She told me that there was a difference between being blind from birth and blind due to sickness or accident. She asked me which of the two would bring greater hardship. I answered her: “Mother, for me, perhaps being born blind would be easier to take, because one would not have any idea of the beauty of the world which God created for us, its nature, people with different cultures; the beauty of the sunrise and sunset which occur every day of the year; the beauty of the moon and the stars at night, etc. They get used to seeing nothing but darkness. But there is one consolation to look forward to – HEAVEN. The very thought that heaven promises eternal happiness is enough incentive for the blind to do better to attain the goal that they desire so much to reach. 
On the other hand, when a person becomes blind through sickness or an accident, this would be so much harder to take because he had already seen what the world looks like, most especially the people close to his heart.”

In Carmel, we were taught how to practice the spirit of death and holy indifference. I could have asked Mother Prioress if I would recover my sight, but I refrained from doing so because Mama Mary's call to penance was far more important than my curiosity. I hope and prayed that I, with God's grace, would be able to contribute a little to this call of the Mother of God. Jesus must be so sad to have sent His own Mother to come down to earth to tell men of His message of love. I think of her role as a Mother and an intercessor between God and His people. Perhaps this explains the title of Mary Mediatrix of All Grace, she who mediates between God and His people.

September 5, 1948
I was prepared this day to undergo some physical pains, because Mama Mary asked me if I was ready to suffer in silence. She told me that this day's pains should be offered for several priests who were in danger of losing their vocation. Yes, the pain seemed to be as though I was lying on top of a bed full of pins and needles. My back was the most affected. The grace of God and the intention and reason for these pains gave me the courage to endure them. I hoped and prayed that these consecrated souls would realize that they were called to fight and defend the true Church of Christ. And if these souls did not have the courage to do so, then they should turn to Mama Mary for help to win the battle for the love of her only Son. She would never abandon her spiritual children. She would always be at our side to lead us to total indifference towards worldly matters. She was given to us as our Mother on Calvary, and for this reason, one lost soul would truly break her heart.

My little prayer to Mama Mary was a prayerful complaint. “Mama Mary”, I said. “Please help me. I am just a little one, yet I suffer like an adult. I feel I am going to die, and I will be happy to go, not that I do not want to suffer, but because I want to be with you, Mama Mary.”

Separation is not known in the language of Heaven; on the contrary, unity and love reign in the kingdom of God. A holy soul told me that in Heaven, eternal happiness means seeing God eternally with Mama Mary.

September 7, 1948
Mother Prioress was very happy because it was her birthday. After the Mass, Mother brought me to the parlor to see Bishop Obviar to get his blessing. I was happy to hear his voice again. After the blessing and greetings to Mother Cecilia, I felt fingers make the Sign of the Cross on both my eyes. I recovered my sight and I jumped with joy. I was happy to see both Bishop Obviar and Mother Cecilia very happy too.

I was tempted to ask Mother Prioress who touched my eyes, but I refrained from doing so. Little hidden sacrifices were so valuable in our spiritual life, so I suppressed my curiosity and up to this time, I have no idea as to who touched my eyes.

I was very happy to celebrate Mother's birthday with the whole community. One had to be blind to appreciate the value of seeing again. Thanks be to God.

For more information on the 1948 apparitions of Our Lady to Teresing Castillo, please refer to the book, Lipa by June Keithley-Castro.
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SEPTEMBER 8, 1948
Today is our Mama Mary’s birthday. I have nothing to give her but a private renewal of my love and trust. She has given me valuable inspiration with regard to looking at the bond between a mother and her child. The child is usually closer to its mother as it is she who nurtures the child in her womb for nine months. As the child grows inside a mother’s womb, the stronger the tie will be between them both. From the first day Mama Mary conceived her Son, she understood what motherhood meant. She knew that faith and love would strengthen her because these virtues are beautifully engraved in her heart. It is the same faith and love which now fills her heart with great desire to bring souls to Heaven. How can we value the real meaning of love without faith which is important in our spiritual life?

 

The days between September 7 and September 12 were quiet ones for me. I had physical pains, but not as intense as before. I fainted for the first time in my life. Then I saw myself walking with a priest on a path covered with thistles and thorns. We were very careful not to step on the thorns sticking out all along the path.

Suddenly I saw the priest in pain. Looking at his foot, I saw a big thorn stuck deeply there. I tried but could not remove the thorn. Whom should I call but Mama Mary for help. I was so happy she took pity on him because after a little while, the thorn became a rose and a little angel bent over the foot of the priest, took a rose and gave it to Mama Mary, who was waiting with a beautiful smile at the end of this path. Her hands were extended as if waiting for us to reach her. We ran towards her as fast as we could but she disappeared. When I came to, I realized it was all was a dream. I told Mother Cecilia who said it was definitely not a dream. Whatever it was, I was very happy because Mama Mary’s love was clearly manifested again to me.

I saw a blue bird fly towards our jasmine vine in the garden to pick a flower. I did not give much thought to this bird until I reached our cell. I was so surprised to see the bird fly out of the cell. I then noticed that the room was so fragrant. I ran downstairs to look for this bird, but could not find it. So, I went back to our cell, determined to uncover the mystery of this bird. Sure enough, a jasmine flower was neatly placed beside a small statue of Mama Mary. Since we were not allowed to keep anything for ourselves during those days, I gave the flower to Mother Prioress. It was really a big sacrifice for me to give up that one small flower, knowing that there was a story behind it. How could one tiny flower give so much sweet fragrance to the room!

The community also noticed the blue bird because of its beautiful chirping. According to the sisters, the bird is still around.

Some days later I again fainted and saw myself brought to a spacious room. In the middle of the room stood our Lady in plain white and long gown with St. Cecilia, patroness of music was beside her. Mama Mary gave me a beautiful smile, but did not say anything. St. Therese standing to the right of Our Lady said: “Love much for you are much loved.” Then I saw a little blue bird flying above Mama Mary. It was the same one I saw before. Whatever role this bird played in this story, I do not know.

Before the day ended, I suddenly felt pricking pains again. Since it was night time, nobody knew about it. I realized how hard it is to suffer pains without knowing why.

SEPTEMBER 9, 1948
One afternoon I fainted again then saw myself in a beautiful garden walking with Mama Mary.. The garden was so beautiful, one could say it had every kind of flower in the world. Thinking of the greatness of God was inevitable. Just thinking of how God made all those lovely flowers with different shapes, colors and fragrances, makes us feel that he must have loved the world so much to have created all these things for us to admire. Birds of different kinds and colors flew over Mama Mary. One bird made a sound so unique and different from all the others in that big garden. I was convinced that this blue bird had something to do with Mama Mary.

We walked until we reached a big fountain with the statue of the Sacred Heart. While admiring the beautiful face of Jesus, I saw blood coming out of His Heart. A few seconds later, I saw Mama Mary beside Him. Her heart was pierced with seven swords. Instead of blood, water came out of it. I was stunned because I was expecting to see blood from Mama Mary’s heart. After both of them disappeared, I was quite perplexed knowing I had seen a mystery. All of a sudden, I saw Mama Mary beside me. I was waiting for her to tell me why water was coming out from her heart. She did not say anything about it at all. She told me that her heart aches all the more when some nuns ridicule her.

Before we parted, I was determined to find out why she did not speak to me when I saw her with St. Therese and St. Cecilia. “Mama Mary,” I asked. “Why did you not speak to me when I was brought to the big room?” She answered: “Because I had no permission to do so.” Greatly surprised, I asked her: “You are the Mother of God, yet you have to ask permission to talk to others?” “Yes, my child,” was her reply. “It is true that I am His Mother, but my Son is God, King and Lord of the Universe; hence, I too must obey Him.”
What a beautiful lesson for each one of us! No wonder she was chosen to be Mother of Jesus. No wonder she was brought to Heaven— body and soul. We will never get tired of meditating on Mary’s virtues. Let us think and ponder on Mama Mary’s heroic faith, her hope against hope, her love of God and for man. She is one virgin worthy of all honors and worth dying for.

THE APPARITIONS FOR 15 CONSECUTIVE DAYS
SEPTEMBER 12, 1948
At around 5:00 p.m., I walked in the garden (not much of a garden because it was a new foundation) praying the rosary at the same time. While reciting the third mystery, I passed by a vine which began to shake. As there was no wind blowing at all, I thought perhaps a big lizard or snake had gotten on the vine because of the way it shook.

Suddenly I heard a woman’s voice saying: “Fear not my child.” Recognizing her voice, I immediately knelt down, turning my head from left to right, expecting to see her. Then the voice continued: “Kiss the ground and do whatever I tell you to do. Eat some grass, my child.” (Perhaps this command was to test my simplicity and obedience.) “I want you to visit me here in this spot for fifteen consecutive days.” I stood up overcome with great surprise. I was so happy to hear her voice again. On the other hand, I was still in doubt about receiving such a grace. I tried to continue the rosary, but was unable to do so. All that was on my mind was what the sweet, sweet voice told me and I could not help but ask “Why me?”

In obedience to Mother Prioress’ instructions, I went to see her and told her about the message, after which she told me to retire early and not to worry about anything. That evening, as I knelt to say my night prayers, a peaceful feeling came over me. It was as if I were in the arms of Mama Mary, like a child sure of a mother’s love and care. Thinking thus, I fell soundly asleep.

SEPTEMBER 13, 1948
I woke up immediately when I heard the clapper but I could not see a thing. I felt for my eyes and thanked God they were still there. I could close and open them, but I could not see a thing. So I stayed in bed and prayed the rosary. After a while, I heard Mother Prioress asking me what happened, why I was still in bed. She chided me for overstaying in bed, when I should be in the choir for mental prayers. So I asked her to take a look at my eyes, because I could not see anything and was afraid something must have gone wrong with them. She could not find anything wrong nor did she say anything. However, she helped me get dressed to attend Mass.

After we had left our cell, I suddenly could see normally. Mother ask me if I could already see. I nodded. We joined the community in the choir and thanked Jesus for giving me back my sight. The Sisters had no idea what was happening to me. Our lips were sealed at that time.

At about 5:00 p.m. of the same day, I returned to the garden. While I was saying the rosary, the vine moved again and lo and behold, I saw a very beautiful Lady, her hands clasped on her bosom with a golden rosary hanging from her right hand. She wore a pure white dress held simply at the waist by a narrow belt. Her bare feet rested on a cloud two feet above the ground. Her face was beautifully radiant. Her smile did not have a trace of sadness. She spoke to me in English.

I did not want to take my eyes off her. I could have stayed there forever just looking at such indescribably beautiful face. There was something so ethereal about her eyes. She gave me the impression of so much love, so much concern, and so much maternal care manifested from the way she looked at me.

As she spoke, I knew her voice as the same one I heard in our cell. She said “my child, come here faithfully rain or shine. Please pray for priest and nuns and help me by doing some penance for them. Pray for them as you have not prayed before. The Sacred Heart of my Son bleeds anew for every fallen priest or nun. Pride has kept them away from the true fold and shame has hardened their hearts.” Then she said, “I give you now my blessing, little one.”

“Beautiful Lady, who are you?” I asked. "I am your mother.” Then she vanished. I could not understand why I received such grace, knowing only too well my many failings. I was puzzled and confused, wondering whether Mama Mary made a mistake in choosing me. I only remember that peace and happiness enveloped my soul.

SEPTEMBER 14, 1948
I hurriedly walked towards the vine, because I was a little late. She was already there! She was waiting with extended arms, as if she wanted to embrace me. Before she could say anything, I begged her to forgive my tardiness. Then I told her: “Siguro po naman you know where I was before coming here.” She expressed her desire to have the place blessed the following day. This place, she said, will always be a reminder that she had been there. She asked me not to forget what would take place on that spot. After blessing me, she disappeared.
SEPTEMBER 15, 1948
During the blessing our Lady asked for, the Bishop asked me to kneel beside him as everybody else cast down their eyes. His Excellency witnessed a very private shower of the petals. I did not know until later that the shower was in answer to Bishop Obviar’s doubts. He was struck dumb and could not speak for some time.

We said the rosary together. The sisters gathered the petals. We were wondered why some petals turned to ashes when some sisters picked them up. I was then accused by some sisters of throwing the petals myself. I took the accusation silently. If indeed I were the guilty one, where did I get the petals and how were they given to me? Who could have supplied me with all those petals? In Carmel, neither a fully professed sister nor a mere postulant, was allowed to go to the turn which is the only access we have to speak to the Out-Sisters. We could not go to any room freely without sufficient reason and permission from the Mother Prioress. So, I just remained silent. Suddenly I began gasping for breath, feeling I was about to die. I whispered to Mother Prioress who was kneeling beside me not to worry because I was not afraid to face death. Had death came to me right there, I would have been very, very happy to go.

Mama Mary gave me the message for the community:

—I ask you to please believe me and keep this a profound secret among you until I advise you otherwise.

—Love one another as true Sisters who belong to one family.

—Come and visit me frequently here. Love your Mother Prioress very much. Please do not envy your little Sister, because she is suffering much. No one knows about this except your Mother Prioress.

—Make this spot sacred and venerate it because I want this monastery to be known as ‘Our Lady’s Carmel.’ These messages are meant for each one of you in this Carmel. I bless you all.”

SEPTEMBER 16, 1948
The following day, I saw for the first time Mama Mary descending so gracefully from above accompanied by little angels. Her white dress billowed slightly to a gentle breeze. She seemed transparent, her hands clasped together. The little angels had their hands clasped too, but I could not tell whether they had wings. As Mama Mary descended, the little angels disappeared one by one. It was so beautiful to see, one could have died of delight at the sight.
She looked unhappy as she reached the vine. Had I done something wrong, I asked myself. Then she spoke, “Little one, two of my daughters refuse to believe me. They dislike you also.” I asked her: “What do you want me to do my dearest Mama Mary?” “Pray for them. Let no bitterness stay in your heart. Have a statue of myself made for my little ones to see me. Describe me to your Chaplain. I want my statue to look as you see me and be as large as the Lady of Lourdes standing inside the cloister. Tell your Mother Prioress I am asking the whole community to pray every afternoon during the remaining days. I bless you all.” Then she disappeared.

September 17, 1948

Today, her message was for the whole community. She told me there were Sisters who would give me a lot of trials to bear. Their faith was not strong enough to believe me. They thought I just wanted to be popular and to be loved by the people. Some of them followed what they were told to do out of curiosity while waiting to find the least fault with me and Mother Cecilia. I felt sorry for them. Had they remained quiet and observant, they would have had the chance to come up with their own conclusions. Pouting at me, glaring at me and snubbing me were hardly edifying things for them to do.

Mama Mary had often said she cannot force anyone to believe her. Her messages were always beautifully said. I had written her messages down in the small notebook left behind in Carmel. The hardest of heart would have softened, would have believed had they seen her words, but unfortunately, those poor sisters preferred to remain silent. As all these were bitter for us to recall, it might be best to forget them.

Mama Mary's message dealt with love – love for enemies, love of one's vocation, and particularly, love for fallen souls who are consecrated to her Son. Towards the end, she said: “My dear little ones, can you ask pardon from your Mother Prioress as some of you have entertained ill feelings and wrong judgment against her? This community has a special place in my heart.” She continued talking to me, revealing little secrets along the way. From among those, I can say that some priests lose their way to Heaven. So, while there is still time, they are given opportunities to choose the right path. Hard though the way is for them, they can be consoled by the assurance of eternal happiness. After blessing me, she vanished.

September 18, 1948

Our Lady did not appear this time. Wondering, what had gone wrong, I suddenly heard her sad voice. “How can I console you, dearest Mama Mary?” “Keep on praying and offer some sacrifices for those who do not believe.”

I was told to be aware of the devil's presence. He was very active, strong and determined to tempt us all. She wants us all to go to Heaven, and to realize eternal happiness there. She said “Trust me. Love me. Believe all I say, because I am your Mother, a loving Mother who cares for all of you. My Son has suffered for each of you. Those who doubt His love for each soul in the world makes Him again feel the pain in Cavalry – all because He loves men so much. When His Heart bleeds, mine bleeds too. Great was my suffering when our eyes met on His way to Calvary. Our hands were just an inch apart. I wanted to touch Him, to make Him feel that I was there to stand by Him up to His last breath. God did not will it so. His arms were too weak to extend another inch to touch mine. Meditate on this, and see how much Mother and Son worked and suffered together to save the world. Time will come when you can reveal all.” Blessing me, she disappeared among the clouds above.

September 19, 1948

Today Mama Mary made an appearance. I was overjoyed as though I have seen her for the first time. “I have been consoled by your tears and compassionate hearts, my beloved daughters.” For those who did not believe, her message was clear: “I love you all and your salvation means so much to me and my Son. Pray for the grace you need to reach Heaven.” For those who believed, her message was: “Temptation will bother you; have courage to fight the enemy. You will suffer, you will be ridiculed, but fear not, because your faith will bring you to Heaven. Remember that love gave Him strength up to His death on Calvary.”

September 20, 1948

We had a beautiful conversation. It was unforgettable because the message was for me. “Little one,” she said. “Little one,” she said. “The word FIAT means a painful sacrifice. It also means detachment from what we like and all that is required. It is dedication of one's whole life; it means a loving and willing participation in what my Son wants to do, that is, the Redemption of men. My response to the angel is of great spiritual value for all mankind. 'Be it done unto me' is a complete surrender of myself to what God wanted. It is a commitment to lovingly embrace and save the world. Thus my daughters in Lipa Carmel are asked to join this commitment by doing penitence and sacrifice for the salvation of the world. Little ones can only offer what they have. Although small, these things, when done with love, are very pleasing to my Son. “After blessing me, she disappeared.

September 21, 1948

Her message was for a soul consecrated to God. “Pray, pray very much for this soul, my beloved daughters. Help me touch her heart and win her back; she can be among those who trust me. I want to see her rejoice with my daughters who believe in me. I want to see her win the battle, rather than to lose it. I want her hatred to turn to love and trust. My little ones, I need your prayers because I long for her salvation. My Son has given us free will to choose between eternal happiness or eternal damnation. Keep up your courage, little ones, and ask for strength to love those who hate you. Remember that Heaven is so beautiful.” She reminded us to be grateful. As Jesus loved us so much that He gave up the last drop of His Blood to redeem us, Mama Mary wants to console her beloved Son by offering to Him our acts of gratitude.

September 22, 1948

Mama Mary was there at 5 in the afternoon. She was not so sad anymore. “Child, are you willing to offer something difficult for me today?” “Yes, my dearest Mama Mary. I will do anything for you. If you need my life, I will give it to you. Mama Mary give me sufficient grace to do what you desire.” 
We had a very lengthy conversation, to which I listened intently. I asked her for the first time to take care of my family's spiritual life. I was so happy to tell her that my dear father had retracted from Masonry. My brothers however, would not partake of the Sacraments. I told her I will never give up hope and I was certain that in God's own time, they would be converted. After blessing me, she disappeared through the clouds.

September 23, 1948

Today, we had another intimate conversation. I will share some of our conversation with you. She said: “I have the permission of my Son to tell you something which will make you happy. All souls consecrated to God are nearest to HIS HEART.” “Mama Mary, does it mean that I am included amongst them although I am only a postulant?” I asked. “Yes,” she answered. “Oh dearest Mama Mary, how can I ever thank you for such good news. Please tell Jesus that I am so grateful and I promise to be good.” Mama Mary said that Jesus was asking for prayers for those who will give up their vocation. He is thirsting for them, for His love is endless. His concern is great. Simple words will touch His Heart more than very long prayers with distractions. “I love you, my dear little ones and I will keep you safe under my mantle.”
SEPTEMBER 24, 1948
Mama Mary said: “I want you to consecrate yourselves to me on the 7th of October to become my beloved slaves.” Then she told me a highly sensitive message for Mother Prioress. I cried and she understood. She blessed me and asked me to offer up all the trials I go through. I stopped crying and thanked God for everything. Lest I be misunderstood and rashly judged, may I assure everyone who reads this that what I heard was not immoral in nature. If it pleases God , we will all surprised to see several Carmelites of Lipa among those who will one day be elevated to sainthood along with his Excellency Bishop Obviar.
September 25, 1948

This is our day. How I wish it were longer. She said: “Little ones, I committed myself to the Lord, wholly, lovingly, generously, and sincerely. My commitment required a lot of love and understanding of the will of God. It also meant that I would play an important role in the salvation of men by becoming the Mother of Jesus, God made man. This is the mystery of God's love. The power that I possess is love, making me present my Son to you the day He was born. Love gave me courage to look for Him when He was lost in the temple. Love made me bear with and witness all His sufferings on His way to Calvary. Love gave me strength to follow Him up to His last hours on the cross. I can never explain how I felt when He was nailed to the cross and gave up His soul to His Father. No words can describe the pain He endured up to His last breath. I remained silent but my tears showed my inner pain – the world knew how much I had to bear. To help save souls was my commitment then and will remain so forever. I bless you all, my little ones.” Then she vanished.

September 26, 1948

I felt sad, very sad, but Mama Mary came with a sweet smile: her eyes were so beautiful, her lips saying something I could not make out, her beauty, and her maternal gestures, her radiance, everything about her was an image of Heaven. I felt nothing but deep respect, love and awe. Then suddenly she bent forward calling my attention. I then realized that I had not been listening to what she was telling me - yet she understood. Then I heard her words: "Little one, tell your Sisters to love one another. It consoles me to see all of you in one family - My Son's family. Be simple, humble and obedient to your Mother Prioress. Love much and generously but do not count the cost. Love entails give and take. The most precious gift to give is the gift of self - your everything without reserve. The beautiful prayer He taught us sums up all that we need, little ones. Be good, be simple, be humble and be obedient. But remember that love is above all these virtues I mentioned."

Then she continued: " Do not forget that my Son is the Way - if you lose your way, He will tell you: 'Come, my little ones, and I will lead you on the way to Heaven.' He says: 'I am the Truth.' Jesus reminds you that the Holy Spirit will help you recall and apply His teaching to your everyday life. Then He says: 'I am your Life' - He makes all realize that sin will destroy that promised everlasting life, unless you take the thorny and narrow path, carry the cross, follow Him for at the end of this path is HEAVEN."

She reminded us of the message she had given in her other apparitions in different parts of the world which remained unheeded. Mama Mary's mission was entrusted to her when her Son nailed to the cross turned to her and said: "Woman behold your son." Then he said to John: "Behold your Mother." Let us all realize that with these words, Jesus gave Mama Mary as Mother to all of us her children. As our Mother, she does not hesitate to plead for our help. She wants us to share in her joys and sorrows. She was almost begging the whole world to pray the Rosary everyday, to pray it with all devotion. She is asking us for penance and sacrifice for the conversion of the world, especially for us, who are consecrated to God.

Let us accept all suffering with love, gratitude and firm conviction that these trials are given to us by Jesus for our sanctification as well as that of others. When we go to Mass, let us pause for a few moments so we can realize that Jesus is coming to us through the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. Thus, we will be able to deny ourselves and take up the cross with Him - thus we are prepared to consecrate ourselves to the Immaculate Heart of Mama Mary. These are Her messages to the whole world, young and old, rich and poor.

Before leaving me she said: "Be very good, my little ones. I AM MARY, MEDIATRIX OF ALL GRACE." Then she disappeared.
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The Second Blindness
Having been given the privilege to suffer, I became fully aware of death, as I found it difficult to breathe because the pain seemed to penetrate the marrow of my bones. The grace of God and m[image: image9.jpg]


y commitment to Mama Mary for the conversion of priests and nuns gave the courage to endure the pain I had to suffer. Yet there was always the fear that I could get deprived of the strength to endure.

September 30, 1948

Today, Mama Mary made us all very happy. Petals fell into the cells of all the Sisters.

October 3, 1948

I noticed that for every physical or moral suffering I endured, there was a corresponding consolation. It was October 3, feast of St. Therese of the Child Jesus, when I received a generous consolation. On my way up to my cell after Mass, a very strong fragrance of roses filled the corridor. Upon reaching the staircase, I saw petals falling before me. I wondered where the petals were coming from. There was nobody else there but petals kept falling on every step of the stairs. I recall seeing another sister following a few steps behind me. All the steps were covered with petals by the time I got to the second floor. I quickly called Mother Cecilia, who stood speechless and motionless as she surveyed the petal-strewn floors and stairs. I could hardly believe what I saw. Where could these thousands of petals have come from? The Mother Prioress asked me to call the community. Mama Mary was waiting for me when I entered my cell. It was indeed a surprise. I immediately knelt down before her but she stooped down to help me up. She then said: “As today is your feast day, I come to give you a very special blessing.” She blessed me and disappeared. I was overjoyed, fully consoled, my trials forgotten. How can I refuse her anything! That afternoon, as I was talking to Mother Prioress I felt like passing out. Then I was St. Therese of the Child Jesus, my patron saint, accompanied by many angels, who all looked alike and happy. St. Therese spoke to me when all the angels had gone. She said simplicity, humility and obedience, please Jesus and Mama Mary. Since it was also her feast, we greeted one another and threw “flying kisses” to each other. I begged her to kiss Jesus and Mama Mary for me, after which she disappeared. After she left, I picked up one petal and looked at it closely. Red in color with a velvety surface, the petal had the scent of roses.

I remember my mother’s story about asking for St. Therese’s intercession because she wanted another daughter. I was born some time after that hence, my having been named Teresa.

October 7, 1948

The much awaited dawn finally came. Mass was celebrated at the hermitage by Msgr. Obviar. His Excellency approached me before the Mass to ask Mama Mary to give him a sign that she was present during the Mass. As soon as the mass was over, the whole community consecrated itself to Mama Mary following the devotion of St. Louie-Marie Grignion de Montfort. All of us were waiting for a shower of roses after our consecration. Mama Mary appeared and motioned us to go a little nearer. “This, my child, is the answer to your Chaplain’s request.” I saw her right hand touch my eyes after which I lost my sight again. I also could not move my left hand.

I thought the pains were a punishment of sorts for my sins. I meditated on the mercy of God for several days. I was consoled by His assurance of forgiveness in this passage: “Though your sins be like scarlet, they shall be made white as snow.” None of us can fully understand His Divine love which makes Him forgive our sins. What else is wanting in this Divine Love for men? That, and a Blessed Mother who intercedes for us as well.

October 13, 1948

Thanks be to God and mama Mary for having my sight. My left arm could now move and feel. The previous week, Sr. Mary Anne, our infirmarian, pricked my skin with a needle. My skin bled but I did not feel anything. The needle test now made me feel the pain. Thanks be to God my left hand got back its sense of touch.

October 15, 1948

Petals fell again on the floor of the hermitage. Just like before, he petals formed into a cross on the floor. Today is he feast day of our “grandmother”, St. Therese of Avila.

LAST MESSAGES FOR 1948
October 24, 1948

My “taking the cloth” today made me happy for having reached the second phase of life in the novitiate. Here, we lovingly say our sincere and loving “yes” to Mama Mary, confident that she will pave a closer union between her Son and us. Since vocation is the secret or our sanctification and the pillar of our spiritual life, we are given the grace to hang on to it and preserve as much as we can. For this reason, we must believe with all our heart and soul what we openly declare when we say “yes.” Mama Mary’s role now is to help us believe that the will of God for us is to try the religious life and to be holy. Once we join a religious congregation, we should be prepared to encounter a lot of temptations and as well as doubts as to whether God really wants us to be among the chosen. Religious life to me means embracing a life of prayer and sacrifice. This requires a lot of self-denial, forgetting ourselves, striving to put our hearts and souls to acquire a better knowledge of God. This alone needs much prayer. As we persevere day by day the way God wants, we will be more pleasing to Him with our love for Him manifesting itself through our interior disposition. Let us put our minds at peace, and never be disturbed by the enemy of God. He tries his best to snatch us from the loving hands of God. As long as we live, we can never imitate to perfection our Lord and Mama Mary. It also helps our spiritual life to pause some time when we are in the state of mental confusion to try to see what Jesus would have done if He were in our place. We should not aim so high, because we can never achieve perfection which belongs to God alone. At least, we change in trying to imitate Him and whatever transpires between Him and us should be a hidden treasure as long as we are here below. I did realize too, in my quiet moments before the clothing, that we must not only accept God’s will, but should have a great desire to do His will always, even if it will lead us to the valley of tears. I also realized that prayer is by no means limited to words only. Our actions too are prayers provided they are in harmony with what God wants of us. It would be so consoling for us to realize that our little good deeds could lead others to pray. “Action speaks louder than words.” In this second phase of life as a religious, let us be with God always; let us strive to do nothing, say nothing, and think nothing that would be displeasing to Jesus and Mama Mary. Let us give them a free hand to mold us in the way they want. One evening I fainted and saw the Hearts of Jesus and Mama Mary burning. Between these two Hearts was a very small heart. I could not get the message immediately. The following day during meditation, I realized that the small heart was mine. It was definitely not burning at all. Perhaps I did not love God enough.

November 12, 1948

This day, Friday, Mass was celebrated at the Hermitage, near the vine. The whole community was present. After the blessing, we left the place and while I was walking, I heard a sweet voice telling me that Mama Mary was waiting for me at the apparition site. I ran to the vine and saw Mama Mary standing above the vine. She was radiantly beautiful beyond earthly adjectives. She was in her best today over all the other occasions she had appeared to me but with a touch of sadness. Then she said: “Pray, my child, the people do not heed my words. Tell my daughters that there will be persecutions, unrest, and the Church will suffer much. Propagate the devotion to My Immaculate Heart. Pray for the conversion of sinners. Pray for the conversion of sinners. Pray for those who reject me, and those who do not believe my message in the different parts of the world. I am sad yet consoled by those who believe me and trust me. May all of you remain simple, humble and generous in making sacrifices for priests and nuns. They are closes to the Heart of my Son.” The message with regard to priests and nuns was very important. Then she added: “Pray the Rosary with devotion and spread the value of saying it every day. The Rosary will be he instrument for peace and throughout the world.” She talked to me about a few other messages which I have to keep to myself. “But be not afraid for the love of my Son will soften the hardest for hearts and my love for them will give them strength to crush the enemies of God. I am Mary, MEDIATRIX OF ALL GRACE.”
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_STEFANO_GOBBI-MARIAN_MOVEMENT_OF_PRIESTS.doc
GARABANDAL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GARABANDAL.doc
JULIA KIM-MARYS ARK OF SALVATION
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JULIA KIM-MARYS ARK OF SALVATION.doc
MARIA DIVINE MERCY-THE WARNING SECOND COMING AND THE BOOK OF TRUTH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_DIVINE_MERCY- THE_WARNING_SECOND_COMING_AND_THE_BOOK_OF_TRUTH.doc
MARIA SIMMA-GET US OUT OF HERE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_SIMMA-GET_US_OUT_OF_HERE.doc
MARIA VALTORTA-POEM OF THE MAN-GOD

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIA_VALTORTA-POEM_OF_THE_MAN-GOD.doc
MARIE-JULIE JAHENNY FRENCH STIGMATIST AND VICTIM SOUL-HER LIFE AND PROPHECIES 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MARIE-JULIE_JAHENNY_FRENCH_STIGMATIST_AND_VICTIM_SOUL-HER_LIFE_AND_PROPHECIES.doc
MAUREEN SWEENEY-HOLY LOVE MINISTRIES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MAUREEN_SWEENEY-HOLY_LOVE_MINISTRIES.doc
MEDJUGORJE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE.doc
MEDJUGORJE APPARITIONS ARE NOT CREDIBLE PRONOUNCES LOCAL BISHOP 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE_APPARITIONS_ARE_NOT_CREDIBLE_PRONOUNCES_LOCAL_BISHOP.doc
MEDJUGORJE-CAREY WINTERS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE-CAREY_WINTERS.doc
MEDJUGORJE-JOHN LOUGHMAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MEDJUGORJE-JOHN_LOUGHMAN.doc
OFFICIAL MEDJUGORJE REPORT RELEASED-SERIOUS DOUBTS ABOUT AUTHENTICITY
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/OFFICIAL_MEDJUGORJE_REPORT_RELEASED-SERIOUS_DOUBTS_ABOUT_AUTHENTICITY.doc
OUR LADY OF FATIMA AND THE BROWN SCAPULAR 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/OUR_LADY_OF_FATIMA_AND_THE_BROWN_SCAPULAR.doc
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY-SAN NICOLAS ARGENTINA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/OUR_LADY_OF_THE_ROSARY-SAN_NICOLAS_ARGENTINA.doc
PATRICIA DE MENEZES-THE COMMUNITY OF DIVINE INNOCENCE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PATRICIA_DE_MENEZES-THE_COMMUNITY_OF_DIVINE_INNOCENCE.doc
PROPHECIES OF ST MALACHY ON THE POPES AND THE LAST DAYS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROPHECIES_OF_ST_MALACHY_ON_THE_POPES_AND_THE_LAST_DAYS.doc
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE YEAR 2017 FOR CATHOLICS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SIGNIFICANCE_OF_THE_YEAR_2017_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
THE THIRD SECRET OF FATIMA AND THE CONSECRATION OF RUSSIA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_THIRD_SECRET_OF_FATIMA_AND_THE_CONSECRATION_OF_RUSSIA.doc
THE THIRD SECRET OF FATIMA-DR FRANCO ADESSA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_THIRD_SECRET_OF_FATIMA-DR_FRANCO_ADESSA.doc   

VERONICA LUEKEN-OUR LADY OF THE ROSES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VERONICA_LUEKEN-OUR_LADY_OF_THE_ROSES.doc
WEEPING PICTURE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN AT SEHION RETREAT CENTRE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WEEPING_PICTURE_OF_THE_BLESSED_VIRGIN_AT_SEHION_RETREAT_CENTRE.doc
