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MICHAEL PRABHU NOVEMBER 11, 2020
ABP. VIGANÒ SLAMS MCCARRICK REPORT
Shows 'unparalleled network of corruption and immorality'
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/abp-vigano-slams-mccarrick-report
November 10, 2020

Video transcript

Today the official Report of the Holy See regarding the McCarrick case has been made public. Before I express myself on its merit, I will take time to analyze its content.
However, I cannot fail to note the surreal operation of mystification regarding who are the ones responsible for covering up the scandals of the deposed American cardinal, and at the same time I cannot help expressing my indignation in seeing the same accusations of cover-up being made against me, when in fact I repeatedly denounced the inaction of the Holy See in the face of the gravity of the accusations concerning McCarrick's conduct.

An unprejudiced commentator would note the more-than-suspicious timing of the report's publication, as well as the attempt to throw discredit upon me, accused of disobedience and negligence by those who have every interest in delegitimizing the one who brought to light an unparalleled network of corruption and immorality. The effrontery and fraudulent character shown on this occasion would seem to require, at this point, that we call this suggestive reconstruction of the facts "The Viganò Report," sparing the reader the unpleasant surprise of seeing reality adulterated once again. But this would have required intellectual honesty, even before love for justice and the truth.
Unlike many characters involved in this story, I do not have any reason to fear that the truth will contradict my denunciations, nor am I in any way blackmailable. Anyone who launches unfounded accusations with the sole purpose of distracting the attention of public opinion will have the bitter surprise of finding that the operation conducted against me will not have any effect, other than giving further proof of the corruption and bad faith of those who for too long have been silent, made denials and turned their gaze elsewhere, who today must be held accountable. The Vatican fiction continues.

Carlo Maria Viganò, Archbishop

November 10, 2020
MCCARRICK REPORT: POPE HERO, VIGANÒ VILLAIN
Francis' dossier fails to name key abuse victim James Grein
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/mccarrick-report-whitewashes-pope-francis/
Dr. Jules Gomes, Vatican City, November 10, 2020

The McCarrick Report is portraying Pope Francis as the hero who immediately dismissed the homopredator prelate on receiving credible complaints while painting whistleblower Abp. Carlo Maria Viganò̀ as the villain, whose reports of complaints to the pope regarding Theodore McCarrick are disputed.
The long-awaited 450-page document, which fails to mention the name of earliest named victim James Grein, was published by the Vatican Secretariat of State Tuesday afternoon, two hours after the release of a U.K. quasi-governmental report on child sex abuse slamming Pope Francis.
The Vatican's dossier, titled "Report on the Holy See's Institutional Knowledge and Decision-Making Related to former Cardinal Theodore Edgar McCarrick (1930–2017)," recounts incidents of sexual abuse which, it warns, "could prove traumatizing and should be approached with caution."

Exonerating the pontiff of culpability for the McCarrick scandal, the report describes how Francis "reacted promptly" as soon as he received the first report of abuse from a victim — stripping the accused cardinal of his red hat and then laicizing him.

The document emphasizes it was Pope Francis who ordered "decision-making regarding McCarrick be thoroughly investigated and that the results of the investigation be published" as "an act of pastoral care by the pope for the American Catholic community that was wounded and anguished that McCarrick had been appointed and promoted to high office in the Church."

The two-year investigation was carried amidst "considerable tension culminating in the denunciation by the former apostolic nuncio in Washington, Carlo Maria Viganò̀, who, in an international media campaign, publicly called for the resignation of the current pontiff," the report notes.
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According to the report, "Viganò̀ first claimed in 2018 that he mentioned McCarrick in meetings with the Holy Father in June and October 2013, but no records support Viganò’s account, and evidence as to what he said is sharply disputed."

The report categorically rejects Viganò’s claim that he told Francis during their June 23, 2013 meeting that McCarrick had committed "crimes" and that he was a "serial predator."
Francis did not recollect what Viganò̀ said about McCarrick during these two meetings, but because he knew the cardinal personally the pontiff "was certain that he would have remembered had Viganò̀ spoken about McCarrick with any 'force or clarity,'" the report stresses.

It also asserts that before the allegation made to the New York archdiocese in 2017, "the pope was never informed by anyone that McCarrick had sexually abused or assaulted any person, irrespective of age."

But the report is silent on James Grein, who alleges that McCarrick repeatedly abused him in the 1980s.

Only once, in a single footnote, does the report mention Fr. Robert Ciolek who received an $80,000 settlement in 2005, partly over allegations that McCarrick, as a New Jersey bishop in the 1980s, had sexually abused him.
Defending Francis, the dossier states:

Until 2017, no one — including Cardinal Parolin, Cardinal Ouellet, Archbishop Becciu or Archbishop Viganò̀ — provided Pope Francis with any documentation regarding allegations against McCarrick, including the anonymous letters dating back to the early 1990s or documents related to Priest 1 or Priest 3. Pope Francis had heard only that there had been allegations and rumors related to immoral conduct with adults occurring prior to McCarrick's appointment to Washington.

Believing that the allegations had already been reviewed and rejected by Pope John Paul II, and well aware that McCarrick was active during the papacy of Benedict XVI, Pope Francis did not see the need to alter the approach that had been adopted in prior years.

The report insists that there is no record of Viganò’s written communications in the Holy See files before, between or after the June and October 2013 meetings and no summary or memorandum of the one-on-one meetings between Pope Francis and Viganò̀.

However, it concedes that in 2006 and 2008 Viganò̀ in his capacity as delegate for Papal Representatives, had reported accusations of sexual aberrations by McCarrick — "highlighting its seriousness."
"But, while he raised the alarm, he too understood that there were no proven facts," the report observes.

Rather, despite receiving a new accusation against McCarrick in 2012, the report says Viganò̀, as apostolic nuncio to the United States, did not carry out all the investigations against the homopredator and "did not take significant steps to limit McCarrick's activity, or his national and international travels."

In a statement to Church Militant, Abp. Viganò̀ blasted the report for "the surreal operation of mystification regarding who are the ones responsible for covering up the scandals of the deposed American cardinal."
"I cannot help expressing my indignation in seeing the same accusations of cover-up being made against me, when in fact I repeatedly denounced the inaction of the Holy See in the face of the gravity of the accusations concerning McCarrick's conduct," Viganò̀ remarked.

Pointing out the suspicious timing of the report and the obvious attempt to discredit him, the whistleblower said he did "not have any reason to fear that the truth will contradict my denunciations, nor am I in any way blackmailable."

The report highlights Pope John Paul II's role in appointing McCarrick as archbishop of Washington, D.C. in 2000 and as a cardinal in 2001, even though there were accusations against the cleric which "could resurface and cause embarrassment and scandal."

But McCarrick himself, learning of these allegations, wrote to Pope John Paul II's secretary Bp. Stanisław Dziwisz, swearing that he had "never had sexual relations with any person, male or female, young or old, cleric or lay."

The Polish pope read the letter and felt McCarrick was telling the truth. The report describes the context in Poland during John Paul's time as archbishop, when he had witnessed the communist regime falsely accusing priests and bishops with a view to discrediting them.

It was Pope Benedict XVI who "rapidly asked for the resignation of the American cardinal to whom he had recently granted a two-year extension of his mandate" when, in 2005, sexual abuse accusations began to surface once again.
However, because there were no accusations of the abuse of minors and since McCarrick had already retired, Benedict did not open a formal canonical investigation.

Further, the Vatican did not impose "sanctions" on McCarrick but issued recommendations orally in 2006 and in writing in 2008, without making it explicit that these were orders from Pope Benedict, the report explains.

The report concludes with words from Francis' 2018 letter acknowledging "once more the suffering endured by many minors due to sexual abuse, the abuse of power and the abuse of conscience perpetrated by a significant number of clerics and consecrated persons."

"The pain of the victims and their families is also our pain, and so it is urgent that we once more reaffirm our commitment to ensure the protection of minors and of vulnerable adults," Francis pleads.

SEX ABUSE REPORT DAMNS POPE, TOP CARDINAL
UK investigation 'calls out the blatant hypocrisy of Pope Francis'
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/sex-abuse-report-damns-pope-cdl-nichols
Dr. Jules Gomes, London, November 11, 2020

At noon Tuesday — two hours before the release of the Vatican's long-awaited McCarrick Report — the United Kingdom's Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA) published a damning report lambasting Pope Francis and archbishop of Westminster Cdl. Vincent Nichols.

In contrast to the Vatican's report, which commends Francis for acting promptly against the homopredator cardinal, the IICSA quasi-governmental investigation condemns the "Holy See's limited response" against abusive clerics which "manifestly did not demonstrate a commitment to taking action."
The Vatican's "lack of co-operation" in providing witness statements and other information "passes understanding" and is "at odds" with the number of statements issued by Pope Francis "on the subject of the Church's response to child sexual abuse," the report stated.

Contradicts Vatican, 'Excoriates' Francis

Speaking to Church Militant, Richard Scorer, specialist abuse lawyer at Slater and Gordon who represents 32 survivors in IICSA, said: "The report is utterly excoriating about the Holy See and calls out the blatant hypocrisy of Pope Francis in claiming to tackle clerical sex abuse whilst at the same time seeking to frustrate the work of the inquiry."

Scorer stressed:

The Pope's credibility on this issue is now in tatters — he simply cannot be trusted. This is an absolutely damning report. It highlights the shocking scale of abuse, the disgraceful slowness of the church's response, the abject failures of leadership by Cdl. Nichols and the Vatican's appalling refusal to cooperate properly with the inquiry.

"If you believe the McCarrick Report, Pope Francis is trying to tackle clerical sex abuse. But the #IICSA report today says the exact opposite — it condemns the Vatican for refusing to cooperate," Scorer tweeted.

Cardinal Nichols 'Needs to Go Right Away'

The IICSA investigation also slammed Cdl. Nichols, president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales, from whom "there was no acknowledgment of any personal responsibility to lead or influence change."

"He [Nichols] did not always exercise the leadership expected of a senior member of the Church, at times preferring to protect the reputation of the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales and in Rome."

"Nor did he demonstrate compassion towards victims in the recent cases which we examined," the report lamented.
A day before the release of the IICSA report, Nichols wrote to clergy on the occasion of his 75th birthday, pointing out that he had offered his resignation to the Holy Father "some time ago." Bishops and cardinals resign once they are 75 years old.

Nichols elaborated: "The Holy Father formally accepts my resignation and, at the same time, has decided that I am to remain in office until, at his decision, other provision is made."

"So it is in this same peaceful spirit that I will now continue as your bishop," Nichols added.
"Cardinal Nichols needs to go right away — in any other walk of life he would be gone immediately," Scorer remarked.

Members of the survivors' group White Flowers Alba also called upon Nichols to "resign immediately."

A Church That 'Cannot Be Trusted'

Scorer observed:

This is a Church that cannot be trusted to protect children. The only way forward now is a mandatory reporting law, so that abuse cannot be covered up and independent external oversight of Church safeguarding. The Church cannot be relied on to put its own house in order, and so without these changes, children will continue to be at risk.

According to IICSA, from 1970–2015 the Catholic Church in England and Wales received more than 900 complaints involving over 3,000 instances of child sexual abuse against more than 900 individuals connected to the Church, including priests, monks and volunteers.

Since 2016, there have been more than 100 reported allegations each year. The systemic abuse involved masturbation, oral sex, vaginal and anal rape, sometimes accompanied by sadistic beatings and often involving deeply manipulative behavior by those in positions of trust.
"Child sexual abuse was swept under the carpet. Resistance to external intervention was widespread," the investigation found. "Real and lasting changes to attitudes have some way to go if the Roman Catholic Church is to shake off the failures of the past."
Responding to the IICSA report, Nichols said:

Abuse is an evil act against the most vulnerable. It must never be excused or covered up. Abuse committed against children and the consequent damage to people's lives cannot be undone. For this, we apologize without reservation, and we are committed to listen attentively to the voices of those who have been abused.

However, the cardinal did not acknowledge personal responsibility in the statement.
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Just the Latest Damning IICSA Report
Church Militant reported on earlier IICSA investigations, which found that victims of sex abuse in churches and religious institutions were particularly damaged by the loss of their faith.

In June 2019, the Truth Project Thematic Report reported that one in five of the victims lost their faith as a direct consequence of their horrific experiences.

In the same period, an IICSA report accused the archdiocese of Birmingham and Cdl. Nichols, its former archbishop, of protecting pedophile priests and allowing child sex abuse to continue in order to preserve its reputation.

In May 2019, Church Militant reported that the Vatican's reluctance to release evidence on sex abuse cases risked sparking off a diplomatic row between Britain and the Holy See.

EX-PRIEST, EX-CARDINAL, HOMOSEXUAL THEODORE MCCARRICK-THE FINAL WORD. HOPEFULLY. 3 SEPTEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EX-PRIEST_EX-CARDINAL_HOMOSEXUAL_THEODORE_MCCARRICK-THE_FINAL_WORD_HOPEFULLY.doc
FRANCIS HERO, VIGANÒ VILLAIN IN MCCARRICK REPORT 10 NOVEMBER 2020 JULES GOMES 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_HERO_VIGANO_VILLAIN_IN_MCCARRICK_REPORT.doc
CDL. NICHOLS PRIORITIZED REPUTATION OF POPE OVER ALLEGATIONS OF CHILD SEX ABUSE 17 NOVEMBER 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_NICHOLS_PRIORITIZED_REPUTATION_OF_POPE_OVER_ALLEGATIONS_OF_CHILD_SEX_ABUSE.doc
POPE FRANCIS FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE (1050+)
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