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MICHAEL PRABHU, SEPTEMBER 23, 2020
MEDICATIONS AND MEDITATIONS IN THE NEW AGE-MICHAEL PRABHU'S COMPENDIUM RELEASED
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Subject: ATCP New Arrivals
From: Babu Elias ATCP <publishing@atcpublishers.com>

Date: Fri, Sep 4, 2020 at 4:11 PM

To: Justin Philip ATCP <marketing@atcpublishers.com>, Arvind Frank ATCP <orders@atcpublishers.com>, Malathi purchase ATC <purchase@atcpublishers.com>

Cc: Sagaya Raj ATCP <publishing1@atcpublishers.com>

Title: MEDICATIONS AND MEDITATIONS IN THE NEW AGE 
Subtitle: A Compendium of New Age Deceptions and Corresponding Church Teachings

Author: Michael Prabhu

Genre: Apolegetics (sic)
This book is meant as a Compendium on the New Age. It is a collection of the official teachings of the Catholic Church on the subject. The author has done an extensive research into the wide range of New Age ideas and beliefs and offered a Christian critique of them. He does not question any of the values, or challenge any of the teachings but offers a gentle reminder to the people that there has to be some underlying principles and perennial values*.
2020 ed. 724 pp. Rs 800

Thank you

Babu Elias

Publishing Dept.
Note that the above email from ATC Publishing, Bangalore, is dated September 4, 2020**.
*The blurb/short description of my Compendium as given above by Asian Trading Corporation/Asian Trading Publications, the printer and publisher is incorrect. It is an attempt by ATC to be ‘politically correct’ and not attract attention and potential criticism from some authorities in the Indian Church. More on that later**.

I was not consulted by ATC on the content of the blurb.

I certainly DO question all of the “New Age ideas and beliefs (and) the values” of the New Age Movement (NAM).

I definitely DO challenge all of “the teachings” of the NAM. That was the very purpose of my writing the Compendium -- to expose the spiritual dangers, errors and fallacies of the philosophies and practices of New Age medications, meditations, psycho-spiritual techniques, etc., and to provide the reader with Catholic or, in some cases, Christian and even secular objections and answers to them.
For ATC to state that “there has to be some underlying principles and perennial values” is also very incorrect.
As far as my judgement is concerned, the statement is absolutely without any meaning.

New Age paradigms are antithetical to Christianity; the Compendium goes into great detail to explain why.
**A brief background:
I first approached Asian Trading Corporation (as it was then named) with a portion of my proposed manuscript of the Compendium through an email dated March 19, 2014. Due to poor response and incomplete answers to my many queries, discussion was shelved by me in October 2014.
After a period of almost 4 years from October 2014, through the good offices of a French Benedictine monk (who eventually gave one of the Letters of Recommendation to be included in the Compendium), I resurrected the issue in an August 1, 2018 email to ATC, followed by another a month later on August 31 when I had still not received a response to the earlier email.

Unproductive emails were exchanged between ATC and me after September 2018. 

The French monk received from me a copy of the manuscript on March 29, 2019 and took a printout. So did the two bishops and around twenty-odd priests whom I approached for Forewords and Recommendations.

Vide an email on April 2, 2019, I informed ATC that I had, in the interim period, received Forewords to the Compendium from two bishops and Endorsements from 10 priests (with some more expected to follow).

Finally, on April 5, 2019, ATC wrote asking for the manuscript.

Due to ATC’s continued lack of response to my communications by email, I sent it to them on April 10, 2019.

It was dated, on page (iii), “EASTER 2019”.

ATC found a lot of difficulties with the contents and on April 19, 2019, sent me a list of them, insisting on explanations, corrections, modifications, inclusions and even deletions! I later came to learn that ATC had unethically shared my manuscript with others (I found it in the computer of at least one individual).
The same day I responded to each individual issue raised by ATC.

Shortly after that I traveled to Bangalore and met with the publisher twice, about two weeks apart; the second meeting was on May 13, 2019.

After making three payments to ATC, totaling a six-figure amount, and believing that it would be a matter of weeks before the Compendium was printed and published, I returned to Chennai and relaxed.

But I was going to have to wait for another 14 long months.

New problems arose, with ATC’s objecting to some of the contents of the Compendium and with my rejecting the poor and shabby formatting done by ATC, and the manuscript kept going back and forth for so long that I was constrained to re-date the Compendium: “FEAST OF PENTECOST 2019” -- and it remains at that today.
The details of how ATC completely messed up what for them should be a routine task of setting-formatting and printing, the waste of days and weeks of my time in correspondence and correcting the errors in the successive proof-texts, and the mental agony that I had to endure, will be the subject of another report.

However, I did not see a copy of the printed Compendium until July 14, 2020, when 100 copies were shipped by ATC to me in Chennai.
Today is the 23rd of September 2020. I submitted to ATC the lists with contact details of the individuals for dispatching 450+ copies in India and overseas over a month ago. 
Not a single book has so far been delivered.

It is over 10 weeks since I first requested ATC to dispatch two copies of the Compendium to the French Benedictine monk through whose good offices I had been able to convince ATC to take up the publishing.

Despite a number of reminders to ATC, the copies have not been shipped till the time of writing.     
For the record, I sent on August 8, 2020, a list with the contact details of the two Bishops and all the priests who had given Forewords and Letters of Recommendation respectively for the Compendium. That list again included two copies for the French Benedictine monk.
This morning, I received an email from ATC stating: “We'll resume the packing and dispatching from October 1st.”

“Resume”? When did they dispatch a single copy in the first place for them to ‘resume’ dispatching? 

I’ve heard every sort of excuse from ATC for the past 18 months. However, they have printed, published and sold possibly ten other books during the same period of time. Including one on the “Dangers of the New Age” by an Indian author whose knowledge of New Age is minimal. There will be a separate report on that.
Await the detailed report which will also reveal how an integral sub-chapter of the Compendium was removed much against my wishes -- and don’t forget that I’m the author -- and also how the publisher claimed (his email of June 27, 2020) that he was threatened with legal action, apparently by powerful individuals in the Church (Excerpt: Over the last 9 days, I have had some people calling me and questioning me angrily and menacingly about how ATC could publish your book. While in general I would not have been bothered, this time the points that have been raised maybe difficult to handle in case things go legal. I presume somehow word has got out that we are publishing your book and has created a storm to an extent that I never imagined. ATC by way of publishing the book will be challenged legally because ATC has given our consent to "every piece of writing containing unsubstantiated allegations, calumny or otherwise legally liable material about different people on your website") -- and what he was constrained to do with my Compendium and the understandings that we had reached about its publication.
For those of you who do not know it, ATC Publishers LLP is a large, eminent Catholic publishing house.

On July 19/20, 2020, the following post appeared on the ephesians511 blog*:

Michael Prabhu, Catholic apologist, writer and seminar speaker, the owner of the web site www.ephesians-511.net who lives in Chennai, India, has published his 730-page "Medications and Meditations in the New Age. A Compendium of New Age Deceptions and Corresponding Church Teachings". Size 9"x7" approximately. Embossed print on front cover. Cover in matte finish with back and front flaps. Book weight 700 grams approximately (as per ATC information).

Dedicated on the Feast of Pentecost 2019, the Compendium is printed in large, easily readable font and the paper used is of superior quality. The Compendium is the result of three decades of intensive research combined with years of correspondence and interaction with prominent Catholic authors and writers on New Age themes. It collates the statements concerning the New Age Movement made over the last few decades by several Popes, Bishops' Conferences, Theological Commissions, individual Cardinals, Bishops and Priests. And analyses two Vatican Documents on the subject. 
It is the first such detailed treatment of New Age medications, meditations, psychological techniques, personality-typing devices and miscellaneous New Age philosophies, products and practices published anywhere in the Catholic world, the first ever by an Indian author, and is completely different in its presentation and content than any of the two dozen or so books on the New Age movement authored in the West. All in all, the Compendium is a must-have for every Catholic household, lay persons in Catholic ministry, religious sisters, priests and bishops so that the spiritual dangers of the New Age are exposed to the Light (Ephesians 5:11) and precious souls may be thus saved from involvement in occult and esoteric philosophies and practices that they have unknowingly been dabbling in, using, or promoting. 
The Compendium is intended for a Catholic Christian readership. However, copies have been requested for by Protestant Christian individuals and ministries from outside India.
The Compendium contains 100 chapters, with validated citations thoroughly exposing the errors and spiritual dangers of New Age philosophies and practices. The two Forewords are given by an Australian archbishop and an Indian bishop. Endorsements of the contents of the Compendium were received from nineteen priests from India, the US, Europe and Africa. One priest is an exorcist and another is a Canon lawyer. Yet another is the Dean of a Seminary. Several of the priests hold doctoral degrees, and are theologians of repute. A few of them are retreat preachers.

Please inform your requirement of copies stating quantity with full postal address and contact telephone number to michaelprabhu@ephesians-511.net to enable him to arrange shipping directly from the stockist, ATC Publishers LLP, Bengaluru**. Cover price as determined by the printer/publisher is Rs. 800 per copy. 
Recognizing the need to make easily available his Compendium to Catholics in the Indian Church as well as overseas, he is happy to be able to present it free of cost only to all of his benefactors and to well-wishers of his ministry, as well as to those individuals who inform him that they cannot afford the price for one or multiple copies. 
The decision to give complimentary copies rests with Michael Prabhu***.
Freewill donations and sponsorships of complimentary copies to needy individuals will be gladly welcomed. Please contact Michael Prabhu by email for details to enable money transfer to his personal bank account.

Copies of the Compendium are available for purchase at its cover price from: Asian Trading Corporation (near Ascension Church) #58, 2nd Cross, Da Costa Layout, P.O. Box 8444, St. Mary's Town, Bengaluru, Karnataka - 560084, INDIA […] and Asian Trading Publishers LLP, 9/13-1 Lloyd’s Road, Cooke Town, Bengaluru 560005. Telephone: 080-25491999/ 25492999. Mobile: 09535805651, 09036003544, 09844288444
Michael Prabhu's contact numbers are: Landline 044-24611606. Mobile phone: 9884029907. His alternative email id: jrmcare@gmail.com.

*Please note that this blog ephesians511 is neither owned nor operated by Michael Prabhu.

Dated July 19, 2020
**or write to atcbooks@gmail.com, publishing@atcpublishers.com, marketing@atcpublishers.com, orders@atcpublishers.com, purchase@atcpublishers.com. 
***Michael Prabhu’s quota of approximately 560 “free” copies of the Compendium is almost exhausted as at the time of writing. The printing/publishing costs of the “free” copies -- as well as the packing and shipping (lorry speed parcel post, courier, Registered Post, Speedpost etc.) expenses on actuals -- have been/are being borne by Michael Prabhu and/or by sponsors.

A few complimentary copies are still available at his Chennai residence, while, as on date, 400+ copies are available with ATC Bangalore for purchase at their cost price.
However, repeated requests from me -- made through other individuals -- enquiring about the availability of the Compendium through Asian Trading Corporation and ATC Publishers LLP, and their Bangalore branches/outlets at St. Anthony’s Friary Church, DVK Central Library & Palanaa Bhavan – have been ignored. –Michael, 24/9/2020.

The copyright for the Compendium belongs to the author.
An e-version will be available at this ministry’s web site after a few weeks.

Portions of it may be reproduced by anyone, anywhere, without prior permission from the author as long as due credit is given to the author and his web site.

Anyone wishing to reprint the book anywhere in the world may do so after contacting the author in writing, by email as well as by snail mail, and obtaining his written permission to proceed. For this purpose, a revised, updated version of the Compendium -- with a new title and subtitle -- is now readily available.

