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MICHAEL PRABHU OCTOBER 7, 2021
Increasingly Diverse Families Embrace Home Schooling amid Pandemic
Black and Latino home-schooling groups have expanded as more diverse families opt to teach their children at home.

https://www.ncregister.com/news/increasingly-diverse-families-embrace-home-schooling-amid-pandemic
Lauretta Brown, Washington, October 7, 2021 

Many families have found renewed faith and togetherness after deciding to home school amid the COVID-19 pandemic. The U.S. Census Bureau noted earlier this year that 11.1% of families with school-age children were home schooling in the 2020-2021 school year, double the amount from the year before. That number is increasing as schools continue pandemic restrictions like mask wearing and virtual learning. Michael Donnelly, senior counsel at the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA), told the Register that the number of families home schooling continues to grow this school year. Census Bureau data has shown “that home schooling has grown fastest in Hispanic and Black communities,” Donnelly said. “We were starting to see home schooling pick up in those communities before the pandemic, but it seems like the pandemic just lit a fuse to the rocket in those communities.” The Census Bureau estimated last year that 16% of all Black families were home schooling and about 12% of Hispanic families were home schooling.
Gisela Quiñones, founder of the Latinos Homeschooling group and a Catholic Indiana mom, told the Register about how her group got started and grew in numbers in a virtual format over the pandemic. She chose to home school her children five years ago due to her concerns over the quality of private schools. She also discovered that one of her daughters was struggling in the classroom setting due to dyslexia. She said her daughter “thrives on more hands-on learning,” and “we didn’t want her self-esteem to be affected by the school and testing.” 

 

Expansion of Online Resources 
Quiñones, who is originally from Mexico, began home education in a Catholic home-schooling co-op and decided to start a group for Latinos in 2019. 

“We organized a few events around Hispanic Heritage Month two years ago from our classes and crafts and little lessons,” she said. “Those did pretty well, but then the pandemic happened, and our group pretty much exploded. We got people from all over the country, and they were asking us questions.”

She said a lot of people have started home schooling because of the pandemic. Her group did a webinar where “we went through all of the different teaching styles,” and “soon after that, we started doing a lot of things online. We’ve done story time, where we try to find Latino authors and books that are bilingual or in Spanish, and then we’ve done some STEM challenges online. I have done some Latino history classes online.”
Quiñones and a team of six other home-schooling moms organized a conference in July that covered a range of topics, including “helping parents teach math confidently,” along with panel discussions about the struggles of parents who work remotely and home school. She and her husband are among those parents who work remotely, and she said it helps that they “share the same vision of home schooling,” so he is able to take over and teach when her work gets busy. 

Nadia Flores Wedderburn, a Chicago mom who is a member of Latinos Homeschooling, told the Register about how she chose to home school in the fall of 2020 due to concerns over the pandemic and wants to continue home schooling. She said she and her husband saw “too many cons for our children to go back to school” in person. 

“In 2020, my husband and I were just inquiring about what home schooling was about; and so far, we liked it, especially because we were hearing so many positive things from families who were already home schooling,” she said. “We’re both full-time employees; we’re very lucky to have the opportunity to work from home.” Wedderburn said working while home schooling has been difficult, but she and her husband want to continue to home school because they have seen the benefits. 

She said she got to know her daughter “so well, this last year and a half,” and they were able to identify that her daughter had attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and anxiety while her school had just said “she’s misbehaving; she’s not following instructions — because that’s what was happening years prior to the pandemic.” 
 

A ‘Golden Age of Home Schooling’
Kendra Price, a former public-school-chemistry-teacher-turned-Texas-home-school mom, is in her eighth year of home schooling her four children and is a speaker for Black Family Homeschool Educators and Scholars, a group formed in April 2020. 

Price blogs about her experience home schooling and told the Register that between the “Clubhouse app and my interactions within the Facebook groups, I’ve seen a ton of increase regarding new home-schooling families and people considering home schooling.” 

“A lot of parents have been dissatisfied with the virtual public schooling,” she said,” where the child is plugged into a computer screen for a number of hours a day.” Price said home schooling is “about relationship,” and “one of the things that I discovered as one of the great gifts of home schooling when I first began — and I think one of the things that a lot of the parents during the pandemic discovered — was that home schooling has a lot to do with the relationship with your child. You get to learn about your child as an individual; you get to spend quality time.”

Price said that during her time as a public-school teacher, she observed “some of the low expectations and the labels that they placed on children, I felt unduly, and I did not want that for my children because I’m an African American female, I’m an African American mom, my children are African American.” She said that as a Christian she also “wanted to be able to impart my values and my faith in my children. I wanted Jesus to be able to be spoken of freely.” 
“This is a golden age of home schooling, especially for Black home-schoolers, because there are a lot more resources available, and there’s a lot more support. No matter where we are in the nation,” Price emphasized, “we’re able to connect with other people that look like us and have some of those needs that we have addressed specifically through organizations like Black Family Homeschool Educators and Scholars.”

West Virginia state Sen. Patricia Puertas Rucker, R-Jefferson, the first Hispanic woman elected to the state’s senate, is a mom of five who began home schooling 15 years ago. She chairs the Senate Education Committee and told the Register that she knows many families who started home schooling due to the pandemic. 

She said in her own family, “we see benefits from it that I never planned on, like the fact that my children love each other and actually hang out well together. The closeness that my family has is something very precious to me, not to mention the fact that they’re all very strong Catholics.”

“When I first started home schooling, there were limited options of Catholic home-school curricula, and now it’s just wonderful,” she said. “You have so many choices, so many flexible things you could do, and now we have Catholic virtual school, too, which is awesome. There are really some very exciting things that can really help a parent to home school. It makes it a lot easier than it was 15 years ago.”

She said that when parents approach her nervous about home schooling, she tries to “reassure them that no amount of extracurricular things can substitute for someone who truly cares for your child; and because you, the parent, truly care for your child, you’re going to find ways to help your child, whether they’re delayed in a certain subject, whether there’s a particular weakness — because it’s your child, you’re just going to care more.”

 

Parents’ Concern 
Colleen Spotts, a West Virginia Catholic who began home schooling her two children just this fall, told the Register that “the major factor” for her decision was “that they were going to make the children wear masks at school and “knowing that they would probably be closing the school down again, and then they’d be stuck on a not-so-great online option.” 

A widow, she said the decision-making “weighed very heavily on me throughout the summer, especially trying to make that decision of what to do, whether to just send them back.”

She described an online program her seventh-grade son had used in the public-school system as “a disaster.” Spotts said with the virtual format that her children’s school work “had diminished so much that it was almost nonexistent,” and there were problems with the virtual platforms the teachers used, where “work was being handed in, and then we would get calls and emails that he has not been turning his work in. It was really stressful.” 

Jamie Smith, another West Virginia mom, told the Register that her family began home schooling last fall because “we didn’t like the options that were given during the pandemic, the back and forth, the kids not knowing whether or not they were going to be in school, whether it was going to be virtual.” 

Jessica Verret, a Texas mom who began home schooling in the fall of 2020, told the Register that her family made the decision to home school after the parish school, where three of her children attended, said “the kids were going to have to wear masks all school day.” She then was informed by the public school that her oldest son would have attended that “they were going to go virtual for the first two or three weeks of the school year” and then alternate between virtual and in-person learning the rest of the year. Verret said she and her husband were concerned about all the restrictions and didn’t “want to have to force our kids into that environment.”
A Tailored Experience with Resources
More than a year into home schooling, Smith said that her children are “much more excited about the schoolwork because we can tailor it to what they like.” Her daughter loves making bracelets, so she has made math “interesting to her” by having her count with different color beads. She has seen “the older siblings help the younger siblings with their school work, and it’s a whole different relationship.”

Smith and her husband both work but receive help from her husband’s mother and then schedule the schooling around the hours they are free. 
“There are so many companies that create the whole curriculum for you; they help you keep track of grades, which is great,” she said. “We actually used Mother of Divine Grace our first year, and then this year we’ve developed our own curriculum.”

Spotts’ daughter is now part of an online high-school program that she said was more “self-paced and self-guided,” and her son is in a K-12 home-school program that is “much more tailored for him and his needs.” She said that, at this point, “we’re so used to them being home so much anyway that that part of that transition was not as difficult as I had perceived it to be years ago watching other people home school.”

Verret said using the Seton Home Study School program helped her ease into home schooling, as “they give you all the lesson plans and all the books, and you just read through it and say ‘this is what works for my kid.’” 

She said that home schooling has also helped her faith life. When her children went to Catholic school she knew they had religion classes and exposure to the sacraments and “didn’t feel the pressure to be their first teacher when it came to catechizing them.” She said that since home schooling, she has realized her responsibility in that regard and has “wanted to go to confession more. I wanted to go to daily Mass. I wanted to be reading the word of God every day. I wanted to make sure I was praying every day, because I was in charge of making sure they learned how to do that.” 

HOMESCHOOLING FILES
HOMESCHOOLING OUR CHILDREN 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOMESCHOOLING_OUR_CHILDREN.doc
TEACHING THE CATHOLIC FAITH EFFECTIVELY-HOMESCHOOLING OUR KIDS

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TEACHING_THE_CATHOLIC_FAITH_EFFECTIVELY-HOMESCHOOLING_OUR_KIDS.doc 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION AND CATECHESIS OF OUR CHILDREN 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CATHOLIC_EDUCATION_AND_CATECHESIS_OF_OUR_CHILDREN.doc
FAMILY’S 14 YEAR BATTLE FOR THE RIGHT TO HOMESCHOOL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FAMILYS_14_YEAR_BATTLE_FOR_THE_RIGHT_TO_HOMESCHOOL.doc 

HOMESCHOOLING AND THE FIFTH PROPHECY OF HUMANAE VITAE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOMESCHOOLING_AND_THE_FIFTH PROPHECY_OF_HUMANAE_VITAE.doc
HOMESCHOOLING GAINS GROUND IN ITALY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOMESCHOOLING_GAINS_GROUND_IN_ITALY.doc 
POOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AT A CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POOR_RELIGIOUS_EDUCATION_AT_A_CATHOLIC_SCHOOL.doc
STARTING CATHOLIC HOMESCHOOLING 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/STARTING_CATHOLIC_HOMESCHOOLING.doc
HOMESCHOOLING? EVERY HOME IS A SCHOOL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOMESCHOOLING-EVERY_HOME_IS_A_SCHOOL.doc
WHY CATHOLICS DIDN’T GO TO PUBLIC SCHOOL “BACK THEN” AND PROBABLY SHOULDN’T NOW 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_CATHOLICS_DIDNT_GO_TO_PUBLIC_SCHOOL_BACK_THEN_AND_PROBABLY_SHOULDNT_NOW.doc
HOMESCHOOLING FOR CATHOLICS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOMESCHOOLING_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc  

NO, HOMESCHOOLERS ARE NOT THE PROBLEM 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NO_HOMESCHOOLERS_ARE_NOT_THE_PROBLEM.doc
HOMESCHOOLING NOW RESTRICTED IN MACRON’S FRANCE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOMESCHOOLING_NOW_RESTRICTED_IN_MACRONS_FRANCE.doc
PANDEMIC FUELS A HOME-SCHOOLING BOOM 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PANDEMIC_FUELS_A HOME-SCHOOLING_BOOM.doc

DREADING YOUR KIDS’ SCHOOL YEAR? - HOMESCHOOLING
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DREADING_YOUR_KIDS_SCHOOL_YEAR.doc  
18 MONTHS INTO PANDEMIC, CATHOLIC HOMESCHOOLING ON THE RISE 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/18_MONTHS_INTO_PANDEMIC_CATHOLIC_HOMESCHOOLING_ON_THE_RISE.doc

At my web site, at http://www.ephesians-511.net/reports.php, you will find over 700 Catholic-perspective files on the coronavirus (Covid 19) pandemic and related issues (masks, lockdowns, quarantines, vaccines, vaccine passports; banning of Masses and Communion on the tongue, etc.) and “The Great Reset”. They are being collated into one file that will provide individual titles and links in chronological order.   
Soon to be available:                                                                                                                   ALL YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC FROM A CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVE-MICHAEL PRABHU                                                                                                     http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALL_YOU_WANTED_TO_KNOW_ABOUT_THE_CORONAVIRUS_PANDEMIC_FROM_A_CATHOLIC_PERSPECTIVE-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc
