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Mothers who died rather than abort their babies
St. Gianna Beretta Molla
Born: 4 October 1922, Died: 28 April 1962

Canonized: 16 May 2004 by Pope John Paul II, Feast Day: April 28
Patron Saint of mothers, physicians, Patron of "Mothers of the Family"

April 28 is the memorial of St. Gianna Molla (1923-1962). She was the first married laywoman to be declared a saint though there are many canonized widows. She is also the first canonised woman physician - a working mom. Diagnosed with uterine tumors during her fourth pregnancy, she refused a hysterectomy that would have aborted the child and opted for a riskier surgery to save the baby. The child survived but she succumbed to an infection. The child later became a physician herself and is currently active in the pro-life movement.
Below is the letter this multifaceted Italian woman who loved skiing, playing piano and attending concerts, wrote to her husband Pietro on April 9, 1955, just before their wedding.

My dearest Pietro, 
How can I thank you for the magnificent ring? Dear Pietro, to reciprocate, I give you my heart and I will always love you as I love you now. I think when we were about to get engaged, you were pleased to know that you are the one dearest to me, the one to whom my thoughts, affections, desires return continually. I only wait for the moment in which I can be yours forever. Pietro dearest, you know that it is my wish to see and know that you are happy. Tell me how I should be and what I should do to make you happy.
I have so much trust in the Lord, and I am certain that he will help me be a worthy spouse to you.
I like to meditate often on the first reading of the Mass of Saint Anne "Who shall find a valiant women? ...The heart of her husband trusteth in her....She will render him good, not evil, all the days of her life" (Prov. 31:10-12).
Pietro, I wish I could be the valiant women of the Scripture for you! Instead I feel weak.  I feel so safe near you! 
I ask you a favour from today on, Pietro. If you see something that I do is not right, tell me, correct me. Do you understand? I will always be thankful. With so very much affection, I embrace you, and I wish you a holy Easter. 
Your Gianna
http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/saints/ns_lit_doc_20040516_beretta-molla_en.html: 
Born in Magenta (near Milan), Italy, on October 4, 1922; died April 28, 1962. Gianna Beretta, the 10th of 13 children, was raised and educated by pious parents, who taught her the life is a great gift from God to be embraced with gratitude. Consequently, she had a strong hope in God's providence and was convinced of the effectiveness of prayer.
Already as a youth she willingly accepted the gift of faith and the clearly Christian education that she received from her excellent parents. As a result, she experienced life as a marvelous gift from God, had a strong faith in Providence and was convinced of the necessity and effectiveness of prayer. As a teenager and young adult, she was a member of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society and volunteered her time to work among the elderly and poor. At the same time she diligently applied herself to her studies, earning degrees in medicine and surgery from the University of Pavia in 1949. The following year, she opened a medical clinic in Mesero near her hometown. She specialized in pediatrics at the University of Milan in 1952 and thereafter gave special attention to mothers, babies, the elderly, and the poor.

She diligently dedicated herself to studies during the years of her secondary and university education, while, at the same time, applying her faith through generous apostolic service among the youth of Catholic Action and charitable work among the elderly and needy as a member of the St. Vincent de Paul Society. After earning degrees in Medicine and Surgery from the University of Pavia in 1949, she opened a medical clinic in Mesero (near Magenta) in 1950. She specialized in Pediatrics at the University of Milan in 1952 and thereafter gave special attention to mothers, babies, the elderly and poor.
While working in the field of medicine-which she considered a "mission" and practiced as such-she increased her generous service to Catholic Action, especially among the "very young" and, at the same time, expressed her joie de vivre and love of creation through skiing and mountaineering. 
Through her prayers and those of others, she reflected upon her vocation, which she also considered a gift from God. Having chosen the vocation of marriage, she embraced it with complete enthusiasm and wholly dedicated herself "to forming a truly Christian family".

Gianna saw medicine as her means of serving the Creator; thus, she increased her generous service to Catholic Action. Yet, unlike many of the earlier saints, Gianna exhibited a real joy for living. She loved skiing and trekking through the mountains. Some thought that such a good Christian woman should enter the convent; but after prayerful reflection, she knew that her vocation was marriage and cooperation with God "to forming a truly Christian family."
On September 24, 1955, she married Pietro Molla in Saint Martin's Basilica in Magenta, and she became a happy wife. Gianna was no cardboard saint. She knew and joyfully embraced the demands of balancing her obligations as a career woman, wife, and mother. In November 1956, to her great joy, she became the mother of Pierluigi; in December 1957 of Mariolina; in July 1959 of Laura. In September 1961 towards the end of the second month of pregnancy, she was touched by suffering and the mystery of pain; she had developed a fibroma in her uterus. Before the required surgical operation, and conscious of the risk that her continued pregnancy brought, she pleaded with the surgeon to save the life of the child she was carrying, and entrusted herself to prayer and Providence. The life was saved, for which she thanked the Lord. She spent the seven months remaining until the birth of the child in incomparable strength of spirit and unrelenting dedication to her tasks as mother and doctor. She worried that the baby in her womb might be born in pain, and she asked God to prevent that. A few days before the child was due, although trusting as always in Providence, she was ready to give her life in order to save that of her child: "If you must decide between me and the child, do not hesitate: choose the child--I insist on it. Save the baby." Thus, Gianna Emanuela was born on the morning of April 21, 1962. Despite all efforts to save both mother and child, today's saint died less than a week later in horrible pain. After repeatedly exclaiming, "Jesus, I love you. Jesus, I love you," the mother died. She was 39 years old. Her funeral was an occasion of profound grief, faith and prayer. The body of the new blessed lies in the cemetery of Mesero near Magenta (L'Osservatore Romano, April 27, 1994).

On July 6, 1991, His Holiness, Pope John Paul II, issued the Decree of Heroicity of Virtue of the Servant of God. 
On December 21, 1992 the Decree of the Miracle was proclaimed. 
On April 24, 1994, Pope John Paul II beatified Gianna Beretta Molla at St. Peter's Square in Rome. 
Finally, on May 16, 2004, Gianna Beretta Molla was canonized.
"Conscious immolation” was the phrase used by Pope Paul VI to define the act of Blessed Gianna, remembering her at the Sunday Angelus of September 23, 1973, as: "A young mother from the diocese of Milan, who, to give life to her daughter, sacrificed her own, with conscious immolation". The Holy Father in these words clearly refers to Christ on Calvary and in the Eucharist. Gianna was beatified by Pope John Paul II on April 24, 1994, during the international Year of the Family.
St Gianna Beretta Molla was a physician, a working mom, professional women, and a loving wife.
She has now been raised to the altar in heaven and provides particular inspiration to all those who experience the constant demands and confusing signals that our current culture places on us.

Documentary Recounts a Mother's Heroic Choice
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/documentary-recounts-a-mother-s-heroic-choice 
Toronto, May 8, 2005
To commemorate the one-year anniversary of the canonization of St. Gianna Beretta Molla, Salt and Light Television has released her life story. Entitled “Love is a choice” the 52-minute documentary recounts the life of St. Gianna.
Saint’s daughter hopes to follow her mother’s example of loving life
http://www.todayscatholicnews.org/2009/09/saints-daughter-hopes-to-follow-her-mothers-example-of-loving-life/
By Carol Zimmerman, September 17, 2009
St. Gianna, often called the “pro-life saint,” was canonized in 2004 by Pope John Paul II for having put her unborn child’s life before her own. In 1962, when she was pregnant with her fourth child, doctors discovered a large ovarian tumor that required surgery. Although surgical procedures at the time called for removal of her entire uterus, Gianna Molla, 39, insisted surgeons only remove what was necessary and allow her baby to live.
She pleaded with family and doctors: “If you must decide between me and the child, do not hesitate. Choose the child, I insist on it, save the baby.”

When she died of an infection — a week after giving birth to Gianna Emanuela — the Italian saint left behind not only her newborn, but her husband, Pietro, and three other children including Laura, who was just shy of her third birthday.

Molla, who now works in the furniture business in Italy, said that even though she didn’t know her mother, she has learned a lot about her in recent years.

What particularly stands out is how much her mother loved life. She enjoyed skiing, hiking, going to the theater and wearing the latest fashions. She juggled a career as a medical doctor with being a wife and mother. Through reading her mother’s letters and notes on spirituality, Molla has also come to understand the depth of her mother’s faith.

“We had to work through the shock of losing our mother to find the joy in knowing she is a mother for all,” Molla told Catholic News Service Sept. 11, the day before she addressed participants at a eucharistic congress at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington sponsored by the Council of Major Superiors of Women Religious. The theme of the Sept. 11-12 congress was “Sacrifice of Enduring Love.”

Molla’s mother, born in 1922 near Milan, Italy, was described by Pope John Paul at her canonization ceremony as a model of virtue, holiness, motherhood, professionalism and devotion to the faith. He said she followed Christ’s example of loving one’s “own in the world and loving them to the end.”

She was beatified in 1994 during the International Year of the Family, and 10 years later, one week after Mother’s Day, she was named a saint.

During the May 16 canonization ceremony at St. Peter’s Square, the crowd of 40,000 also included Pietro Molla and three of the couple’s children. One of the children, Mariolina, died in childhood. The Molla children live in Italy; Pierluigi, the oldest, is an engineer and Gianna Emanuela, the youngest, is a physician.

Molla described the canonization ceremony as beautiful and full of “a lot of happiness.” But what pleased her most about it was that her father, who had been sick, was able to attend.

She has self-proclaimed her 97-year-old father as a saint, saying through an interpreter: “Faith overflows in my father.”

She said her father never realized he was “living next to a saint,” and her mother didn’t realize it either.

Molla said her mother was convinced of her call to the vocation of marriage and “lived that until the end” — a commitment that Molla hopes will be an example to others.

“She teaches us to truly discern” what our vocation should be, she said, and then to “live that vocation to the fullest.”

Molla acknowledged she has faced her own set of vocation questions and turned, naturally, to her mother for advice.

“I asked my mother to give me light,” she said and then smiled and looked at Giuseppe Pannuti, her husband of seven years.

The tall, slender woman — who exhibits her mother’s taste for fashion — is fully aware she has big shoes to fill. She described being a saint’s daughter as “a great joy and a huge privilege” and added that she often asks herself if she’s “worthy of this privilege.”

But in the midst of the nearly overwhelming example left by her mother, Molla also finds comfort in St. Gianna’s example of simply living out one’s faith on a daily basis.

As she sees it, her mother’s decision nearly 50 years ago was not an isolated choice. She told participants at the eucharistic congress Sept. 12 that her mother’s action was “the crowning of a whole life of virtue, a life lived constantly in the light of the Gospel as a young woman, physician, spouse and mother.”

When she hears people question the choice to leave behind three children in order to give birth to a fourth, Molla insists her mother was convinced her unborn child had the same right to live as her other children.

“She did not choose death” but “at that moment she chose the life of her child.”

As proof that her mother wanted to live, Molla recounts stories that her father told her of how her mother flipped through fashion magazines at the hospital finding outfits she wanted to wear when she left.

“She was a very happy woman,” Molla said, adding that her mother “loved life until the end” and knew to “accept everything God gives us — even suffering.”

                                                                                                                                                                      St. Gianna's Husband Dead at 97 - "I Can Only Imagine the Scene ... as This Wonderful Couple Was Reunited"
http://www.zenit.org/article-28851?l=english
By Father Thomas Rosica, CSB, Rome, April 4, 2010 
Early on Holy Saturday morning, April 3, 2010, Mr. Pietro Molla, husband of St. Gianna Beretta Molla, died in his family home in Mesero, near Milan in Italy, surrounded by his daughter Gianna Emanuela and his other children, Pierluigi and Laura. Mr. Molla was 97 years old and had been in failing health for several years. Pierluigi contacted me this morning to let me know of the sad news of Pietro's death. I have been good friends with the Molla family since 1999 and St. Gianna is the Patron Saint of the Salt and Light Catholic Television Network in Canada. My friendship with the Molla family grew from our first meeting in 1999 in Mesero. I have been blessed with the gift of their friendship these past eleven years and accompanied the Molla Family in the years leading up to the 2004 canonization of St. Gianna, a great, contemporary woman saint, wife, mother of a family, medical doctor and lover of life.
I discovered a pillar of faith, courage, and devotion in the person of Mr. Pietro Molla, husband of St. Gianna. During our first meeting, Pietro shared with me dozens of photos in family albums, regaling me with stories of Gianna's interests in music, opera, theater, mountain hikes, skiing. He also shared with me in great detail the final months and weeks of Gianna's earthly existence in 1962. At her death Pietro would become a single parent with four young children.  He never remarried. The Molla children are all very close to me in age, and we struck up a wonderful friendship that has lasted to this day.  Pierluigi and his family welcomed me as one of their own. Laura, my contemporary is a very intelligent, warm professional woman, now happily married to Giuseppe Pannuti. 
When Pierluigi and Dr. Gianna Emanuela came to visit me in Toronto in 1999, while I was still chaplain of the Newman Centre at the University of Toronto, Gianna asked me to accompany her to visit two Toronto hospitals that specialize in the care and treatment of those who suffer with Alzheimer's disease. Gianna is a specialist in that area. I watched her
in action among her medical peers and colleagues in Toronto, sharing stories and research about Alzheimer’s disease and her love of the elderly. Dr. Gianna Emanuela was continuing the healing mission of her mother. 
Over the past eleven years, I visited numerous times with Pietro at his home in Mesero, shared meals with him in little restaurants in town, and spoke many times with him by phone. 
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In September 2003, shortly after the Molla family was informed that the required miracle had been approved by the Vatican for Blessed Gianna's canonization, Pietro phoned me in Toronto and invited me to make the "official" documentary of St. Gianna Beretta Molla's life.  It was an extraordinary privilege for us at Salt and Light Television in Canada to be entrusted with that task.  Our film on St. Gianna's life, "Love is a Choice," is an award-winning documentary now in numerous languages.
I shall never forget the eve of St. Gianna's canonization at the Vatican on May 16, 2004, when Pietro called me to his room at the convent of the Sisters of Maria Bambina, and asked me to spend several hours with him as he prepared spiritually for the canonization ceremony the following morning. What an extraordinary privilege. That night I said to Pietro,
"You are from a family of Saints and Gianna will not be the only one raised to the glory of the altar. You will follow." He held my hand firmly, smiled and wept. The scenes of the canonization ceremony on May 16, 2004, remain engraved on my mind and heart, especially when Gianna Emanuela and her father Pietro were warmly embraced by Pope John Paul II during the moving liturgy, which would be Pope John Paul II's last canonization ceremony.
My last visit with Pietro took place on Sunday, October 19, 2008, during the Synod of Bishops on the Word of God at the Vatican, where I served as English Language Media Attaché. As we had one Sunday free, I took advantage of the abbreviated "Roman weekend" and flew to Milan to spend the day with the Molla family in Mesero. I celebrated Mass in the bedroom of Pietro Molla, then 96 years old, surrounded by the three Molla children -- Dr. Gianna Emanuela, Pierluigi, and Laura and their families. Several close family friends and relatives also joined us.
Following Mass we went downstairs and enjoyed a simple "pranzo" with the Molla family, sharing of how the moving story of St. Gianna's life is spreading around the entire world. I was with ordinary Milanese folks who took the Beatitudes seriously and lived them each day. We may speak of the communion of saints in theological terms, but on that October Sunday in 2008, I experienced it in flesh and blood terms -- this group of people was for me the reality of communion of saints in real time: a husband of a saint, children of a saint, nieces and nephews of a saint. They are like us. Their love of God and neighbor, their simplicity, fire and dynamism will burn away the sadness and evil in the world today, not with harshness but with fiery love and ordinary kindness.
From my first meeting with Mr. Molla in 1999, I was convinced then and more so now after eleven years of friendship, that the story of holiness did not end with St. Gianna Beretta Molla.  Pietro Molla was a pillar and rock - a man of extraordinary faith, simplicity and holiness. He lived a remarkable, saintly life and like his beloved wife, Gianna, made holiness something attainable for all of us. The cause for the beatification and canonization for St. Gianna's brother, Frei Alberto Beretta, a Capuchin missionary in Brazil, is now opened in Bergamo, Italy. I am certain that the cause for Pietro Molla's beatification and canonization will be opened soon.  What a powerful witness this would be to the dignity and sacredness of marriage and family life!
Laura Molla shared with me this morning by phone that the Molla family is somehow linked to the mystery of Holy Saturday. It was on Holy Saturday 1962 that Gianna Beretta Molla gave birth to her daughter, Gianna Emanuela. One week later, on Easter Saturday, St. Gianna died from the serious medical condition that resulted from bringing her child to term. St. Gianna gave her life so that the child in her womb would live. And now Pietro returns to the house of the Father on Holy Saturday morning 2010. Pietro shared with me one day what he wrote in his diary on March 7, 1955:  "The more I know Gianna, the more I am convinced that God could not have given me a greater gift than her love and companionship".  St. Gianna and her husband are now reunited in heaven and celebrate the mystery of Christ's dying and rising in the company of the Lord and his saints. I can only imagine the scene in heaven on Holy Saturday morning as this wonderful
couple was reunited after forty-eight years of being apart. They would embrace their daughter Mariolina, who died as a child, and be welcomed by the Venerable Pope John Paul II who enrolled Gianna in the book of the Saints. May St. Gianna, Pietro and Mariolina intercede for us now from heaven, and watch over all married couples and families on earth.
Pietro Molla's Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Easter Tuesday, April 6, 2010 in Mesero, Italy.  He will be buried in the town cemetery, next to the tomb of St. Gianna Beretta Molla.
Gianna Beretta Molla

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gianna_Beretta_Molla: 
Criticism
Pro-choice advocates have said that Molla's canonisation suggests that the Catholic Church values an unborn child over the safety of a woman. 
Vatican officials in the past said that although the church admires women who sacrifice themselves to save a foetus, it does not oblige anyone to make this choice, [5] but only if the loss of the child comes about as an application of the principle of double effect. The Catholic Church continues to teach that "abortion willed either as an end or a means, is gravely contrary to the moral law."[6]
Legacy

In September 2015, her daughter Gianna Emanuela read a letter before Pope Francis during the 2015 World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia. The letter, written by her mother to her father days before their marriage, highlighted the Christian virtues of marriage and called him and herself, as a couple, to serve God in a "saintly way" by what she called "the sacrament of love".[7]
[5]http://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/may/17/catholicism.religion 
[6]"Catechism of the Catholic Church".
[7]http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2015/09/25/daughter-of-saint-inspires-crowd.html
Pope Canonizes Gianna Molla; Secular Media at a Loss
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2004/may/04051708.html
Daughter of Saint Gianna Beretta Molla Attends US March for Life
http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2005/jan/05012701.html
To learn more about St. Gianna Beretta Molla, see
http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/saints/ns_lit_doc_20040516_beretta-molla_en.html
http://www.saintgianna.org/
Bernadette Mimura

Mother Dies of Cancer to Save Life of Her Unborn Child 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/mother-dies-of-cancer-to-save-life-of-her-unborn-child 

By Gudrun Schultz, Cleveland, Ohio, December 13, 2005 
A mother who developed cancer while pregnant with her fourth child has died after refusing treatment that would have harmed the baby. 

In a sacrifice reminiscent of St. Gianna Beretta Molla, who died of cancer in 1962 after deciding to protect the life of her unborn baby, Bernadette Mimura chose to save her child’s life at the cost of her own. She delivered a healthy son, Nathan, two months premature, and lived long enough to witness his baptism.

Mimura selflessly refused to consider treatment for her condition which would have harmed her unborn child, even though such treatment is permitted according to Catholic teaching.

“Being a Catholic, abortion was out of the question for her,” her partner Adam Taylor said. “It was a tough decision, but we could not give up on Nathan.”  

Born in Milan in 1922, Gianna Beretta was a pediatric doctor, mother of three children and pregnant with her fourth when she discovered she had cancer. A faithful Roman Catholic, she offered her life for the safety of her child. She died a week after the birth of the baby, and was beatified by Pope John Paul II on April 24, 1994, during the international Year of the Family.

Jennifer Ann Carlisle
Tennessee Woman Chooses Child’s Life over Her Own - Told she would die from soccer ball-sized ovarian tumour if she did not abort baby 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/tennessee-woman-chooses-childs-life-over-her-own 

By Hilary White, Nashville, March 2, 2007 
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The Carlisle family

On Thursday, February 15, at the age of 31, Jennifer Ann Carlisle gave up her life to cancer after refusing an abortion that doctors told her might have extended her life. Jennifer had been diagnosed with ovarian cancer in 2005. At two months gestation, long before any chance of saving the child's life outside the womb, Jennifer was told that she would die from the soccer ball-sized tumour if she did not abort the baby.
"Even though the doctors did say it would extend her life to have the abortion, she and her husband made the decision to let God choose," said Carol Day, Jennifer's mother. "They decided God would make that decision, not her," Jennifer's aunt, Jackie Murdock, told the Niles Daily Star. "She wouldn't decide somebody else's life."
Murdock recalled her niece saying, "Whether she lives or dies she will not abort her baby." 
Gabriel Carlisle was born in January 2006 and Jennifer underwent aggressive chemotherapy but after a brief summer remission, her condition worsened. She attended church services Sunday February 11, and died the following week.
"I told her that I loved her," Joshua said, recalling when his wife died in his arms surrounded by family. "And I told her that she needed to go on, that God was calling her home." They had been married ten years. 
"I held her and she took her last breath. There was a peace at that last minute that's just indescribable," Joshua told Nashville's TV News Channel 5. The Carlisles' church and community are rallying to assist the family. A benefit auction and concert to help pay for medical expenses were held at Christ Community Church in Franklin Tennessee.
Joshua told local news media, "I'm hoping that we don't get any more doctor bills but they're still coming in." 
"I guess she knew the secret of life and it is not in receiving but giving," Joshua said.

Dr. Ellice Hammond
Australian Doctor Dies after Refusing Cancer Treatment in Order to Save Her Unborn Child 
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/australian-doctor-dies-after-refusing-cancer-treatment-in-order-to-save-her 

By Hilary White, Melbourne, September 14, 2007 

Another woman has saved her unborn child’s life at the expense of her own. In a case similar in many ways to that of Gianna Beretta Molla, the Italian doctor recently canonized by the Vatican for a similar act of self-sacrifice, an Australian GP, Dr. Ellice Hammond, 37, refused high-level chemotherapy that might have saved her from Hodgkin’s lymphoma. The treatment would have endangered the life of her unborn daughter, Mia Ellice. 
After two initial rounds of mild chemotherapy failed, Mia Ellice, then 31 weeks old, was born after an inducement. She is developing well at the Monash Medical Centre neonatal intensive care unit, the Herald Sun reported today. 
Dr. Hammond’s husband, Peter Wojcik told the Herald Sun he was proud of his wife’s devotion to their child. "It feels like I got robbed of a wife and a mother."
"I guess she didn’t expect it to go this way, and if she did she wasn’t telling us. But she would just want what is best for Mia and for everyone to love her and carry on with life.
"Her whole life was looking forward to being a mum. She loved it."
Mia Ellice is reported to be doing well and her father hopes to take her home within a few weeks. 

Paola Breda
Italian Mother “Lays down Her Life” for Her Unborn Child
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/italian-mother-lays-down-her-life-for-her-unborn-child
By Michael Baggot, Pieve di Soligo, Italy, May 1, 2008  

In an act of sacrifice comparable to that of pro-life patroness St. Gianna Beretta Molla, Italian mother Paola Breda recently died after having declined potentially life-saving cancer treatment that could have harmed her unborn child.
Breda was diagnosed with breast cancer six months into her pregnancy with her child Nicola, but postponed treatment until after Nicola’s birth.  
During her funeral, Vittorio Veneto Bishop Corrado Pizziolo called Breda an exemplification of Jesus Christ’s Gospel call "to lay down one’s life for one’s friends."
"What Jesus did - the Gospel which He lived for us - this is what we see carried out in the life of our sister," said the Bishop according to the Italian newspaper Avvenire. Father Giuseppe Nadal told Radio Vaticana that Breda was disappointed that she and her husband Loris Amodei were unable to have a child until a decade into their marriage.  
Both Breda’s first child, Illaria, and her second child, Nicola, brought their mother great joy, said the priest. Fr. Nadal also recounted a teary-eyed Breda coming to him during her second pregnancy.
"‘I’ve been diagnosed with cancer, and they are suggesting chemotherapy, but that would hurt the baby. I absolutely don’t want that, because I always asked for the gift of motherhood, the gift of having children," said Breda.
St. Molla was a Milanese pediatric doctor pregnant with her fourth child when she learned of a fibroma in her uterus and declined either the abortion or complete hysterectomy that would have saved her life.
Before surgery to rescue her unborn child, St. Molla told doctors, "If you must decide between me and the child, do not hesitate: choose the child - I insist on it. Save him."
Mayra Sandoval
Mother chooses life of child over cancer treatment

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/mother_chooses_life_of_child_over_cancer_treatment/ 
Denver, Colorado, (CNA), July 24, 2009
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Video 02:05

Though Mayra Sandoval died of cancer on July 8, her son Samuel is alive and healthy thanks to her insistence on choosing life, against the advice of doctors who urged her to abort. Now, Mayra’s husband and friends remember her as a powerful witness to the immeasurable value of life.

In an interview with "El Pueblo Catolico," the Spanish newspaper of the Archdiocese of Denver, Mayra’s husband, Ricardo Flores, recalled the battle of faith and trust that the couple underwent in the months leading up to her death.

Both Ricardo and Mayra were born in Mexico. They moved to U.S., where they met three years ago, began to date, and eventually moved in together. At the time, neither had a strong faith, but they were nevertheless overjoyed when, in October 2008, Mayra became pregnant.

Months later, doctors detected a cancerous tumor in Mayra’s lungs that was already in an advanced stage and was still continuing to grow. Mayra was advised to abort the baby on the spot, so that she could start a treatment to halt the cancer growth.

But Ricardo and Mayra chose life. Although it was difficult, Ricardo said he never had any second thoughts in the decision to choose life. When the option of abortion was presented, "We always said ‘no’. We couldn’t do that," he explained. "God gave life and God takes it away."

"And we can trust in God and let His will be done," he continued, explaining the peace that the couple found in abandoning themselves to the Lord’s will. "We can accept whatever God sends us, good or bad."

While Mayra’s cancer continued to take its toll, the couple was beginning to learn more about their faith. Mayra’s sister, Aida, recalled the couple’s spiritual journey. She described how God had not always played a prominent role in her sister’s life. "She believed, but like many Catholics, did not know her faith," she said.

The road was difficult, but Ricardo and Mayra were not alone. They received prayerful support and solidarity from the Catholic community, including prayer groups from St. Anthony of Padua and St. Joseph’s parish.

Particularly memorable for Ricardo was the loving presence of Fr. John Gregory, who helped the couple through their struggle. "He was always close to us," he said, "teaching us, helping us, supporting us, strengthening us, speaking to us about God, of all that God had done for us."

The sickness brought many trials, but also moments of light and hope. One time, the couple passed by St. Joseph’s Church as they were on their way to the hospital. Mayra was experiencing sharp pains and having difficulty breathing, but she asked to stop at the Church.

"Without thinking about it, we got out and as we entered we saw the image of the Divine Mercy and she started to cry right there," Ricardo said, noting Mayra’s devotion to the image of Divine Mercy.

They stayed at the Church praying for about two hours, first alone and then with members of a prayer group who arrived and offered to pray with them. Mayra’s pain soon disappeared.

"As we went home, we were reflecting on all that had happened: we were going to the hospital but ended up in the Church," Ricardo said. "That was another incredible thing that consoled us and brought us peace. Again we realized that we weren’t alone."

Six and a half months into the pregnancy, Mayra began chemotherapy. About six weeks later, however, doctors determined that the treatments were not working, and they had to perform an immediate caesarean section.

The operation involved a high risk of death for both Mayra and her son. It was an intense day of prayers and trust, Father John Gregory explained, and it affected even the hospital workers. "The nurses said, ‘This the first time we have seen something so strong, the blending of life and death’."

Mayra survived the C-section, and Samuel was born, healthy for a premature baby. After a few weeks, the family was able to go home, but Mayra’s condition continued to decline, until she had to return to the hospital, where the pain could be controlled.
Despite radiation therapy, the cancer overtook Mayra’s body and eventually, she was unable to eat or even breathe on her own.

On June 21, while she was in the hospital, Mayra and Ricardo were married. As they had grown in their faith and received guidance from Fr. John Gregory, they had come to see the meaning of marriage.

"We got married in a room in the hospital. It was beautiful," Ricardo said. "Afterwards, we felt peaceful, in God’s grace. We also did it for Samuel, so that he could also receive God’s blessing of having his parents married."

As her condition grew worse, Mayra’s family prepared for the end of her earthly life. Aida described the beauty that shone through the pain of her sister’s last days on earth. "At the end, I saw her like Christ, with so many wounds and bruises on her arms and her side," she said.

Those who knew Mayra will remember her beautiful witness to life. Fr. John Gregory described the opportunity to accompany Mayra along this difficult journey as "an incredible path of faith" for his own life.

"[T]his experience has given me more strength to preach what death really is, because she gave me a witness of a new birth," he said. "It has given me more enthusiasm and helped me to understand that I have to explain that the true death is sin, not physical death."
Ricardo said that Mayra’s sickness and death taught him about the existence and love of God. "Through all this, God made me know that He exists, that He is with us," he said.

Ricardo wants to give back to the Catholic community that has and continues to support him. But for now, his primary focus is his new son, whom he wants to raise and educate in God’s love. "Now I have to look after Samuel, and tell him that his mommy gave her life for him," he said.

Although coping with Mayra’s death is still difficult, Ricardo finds strength in the Lord as he moves forward. "Now I’m at peace," he said. "I have hope and continue trusting in God. It has changed my life."

Carrie DeKlyen
Michigan Mother Willing to Die for Life
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=60630 

By Susan Brinkmann, September 12, 2017

A 37 year-old Michigan woman has died after forfeiting the chance to undergo chemotherapy to treat her brain cancer after discovering that she was pregnant.

The Daily Mail is reporting on the story of Carrie DeKlyen, a courageous mother of six who died surrounded by family at the University of Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor early Saturday morning just three days after giving birth to a little girl appropriately named Life.
Carrie’s husband, Nick, told the Associated Press that among his last words to her were, “I’ll see you in heaven.”

“We stayed by her until she took her last breath,” Nick DeKlyen said. “It’s in God’s hands now.”

The couple has five other children: Elijah, 18; Isaiah, 16; Nevaeh, 11; Leila, four; and Jez, two.
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Carrie was diagnosed in April with a form of terminal brain cancer known as glioblastoma multiforme.  A particularly aggressive form of cancer, she was planning to undergo chemotherapy when she discovered a few days later that she was pregnant with her sixth child. Not willing to risk any injury to the child, she declined treatment that might have extended her life by shrinking the tumor but could have killed the child.

People suffering with this aggressive form of brain cancer have only a 10 percent chance of surviving five years after a diagnosis.

Instead, Carrie opted to undergo two surgeries, one to try to remove the tumor and the other to drain the liquid from her brain, but neither procedure helped her situation.

At 19 weeks gestation, Carrie suffered a traumatic stroke and was unconscious and on-and-off a ventilator ever since.

Doctors were hoping to wait until the end of September to deliver Life but the baby’s movements began to dwindle and they feared the child would die in the womb. They elected to deliver the baby at 24 weeks. Life Lynn DeKlyen was born weighing just one pound, four ounces.

“She’s going to be fine,” Nick said about his new daughter. “She’s going to be here for four or five months, but we expect her to be a healthy baby. … The doctor just said the timing (of the birth) couldn’t have been more perfect.”

Carrie never saw her sixth child. Unresponsive since July, her condition continued to deteriorate until the family was left with no choice but to discontinue her breathing and feeding tubes.

“My wife loves the Lord and she loves her children more than anything,” Nick said on Friday. “It’s painful, but this is what she wanted. She wanted to protect this child.”

She died on Saturday morning.

In the midst of a world where life is regarded as cheap and expendable and gender roles are increasingly questioned, Carrie DeKlyen decision for life is a stark reminder of the genius of woman and her innate desire to give life.

“All women are meant to bring life,” writes Johnnette Benkovic in Full of Grace: Women and the Abundant Life. “Our entire being is meant to be life-giving, life-producing.”

But this call does not stop at the physical level. We’re all intended to be “mothers,” either physically or spiritually.

“Just as our bodies have been created with the capacity to bear physical life, our souls have been especially created by God to bring spiritual life to the world,” Johnnette writes.

Carrie DeKlyen was an exemplary mother both physically and spiritually. She gave her own life in order to save her baby and, in doing so, taught the world a valuable lesson about what it means to be authentically feminine.

May she rest in peace.

If you’d like to help the DeKlyen family, click here to visit their GoFundMe page.
Sapna Tracy

AIIMS nurse ignored medical advice to deliver eighth child, dies of cancer in Kerala
https://newsstand.google.com/articles/CAIiECMVeXGn9HWKGPCGNRNZtCEqGQgEKhAIACoHCAow55veCjDzvdUBMIPh5gU 

By FE Online, December 28, 2017  
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In an unfortunate incident, a senior AIIMS nurse died of cancer after delaying cancer treatment in order to deliver her eighth child. 43-year-old Sapna Tracy, who hailed from Kerala, had cited her Catholic pro-life beliefs to ignore medical advice to terminate her pregnancy and undergo immediate surgery for breast cancer. 

She had delivered her eighth child in December 2015. It has been learnt that all her children are below age 15, according to Indian Express report. She died Thrissur in Kerala on Monday.

Tracy and her husband Chittilappally Joju (50) were active members of Jesus Youth and Catholic Charismatic Renewal movements since youth. Tracy used to work at AIIMS even as Joju served as a social worker under the Church in the national Capital. In recent years, both were actively involved in the pro-life movement of the Church. They used to promote large families and work against abortion. The Kerala Catholic Church diocese in Faridabad even honoured the couple for having a large family. “Tracy was diagnosed with breast cancer when she was in the third month of her eighth pregnancy. Doctors wanted termination of the pregnancy and immediate surgery to save her life. Friends and relatives too recommended that she go by medical advice. But she was determined not to agree to foeticide. Doctors warned her that she would orphan her seven other children if she did not start treatment. She told the doctor, ‘Only I can give birth to this child growing in my womb. There are many good-hearted people who can take care of my seven other children’,’’ Joju said.

Mastectomy was performed in the sixth month of her pregnancy. Doctors wanted to start radiation therapy and chemotherapy but Tracy had declined saying that she would agree to that only after giving birth. “A few months after the delivery, she went for radiation and chemotherapy. She had a strong conviction that we should not end a life even if it endangers her own life. Giving birth to eight children and rearing everyone with her own salary, Tracy was a wonder in our Delhi neighbourhood,’’ Joju said.

About a year ago, Tracy was told that the cancer had spread to the lungs. Joju took the entire family — five boys and three girls — to Kerala earlier this year. Joju said he always supported the stand his wife took. “We consider life very precious. We have no right to terminate it. I had no qualms about backing her decision not to abort and start cancer treatment. We could not have saved two lives. I believe population will drive development. Had Tracy been healthy, we would have gone for the ninth child,’’ he said.
I noted that the secular press called it an "unfortunate incident". But Sapna Tracy (her EIGHTH child in these permissive anti-life times) is a new Catholic saint in the footsteps of St Gianna Molla of a few years ago (and others like her)! (Use a word search with “unfortunate” on this file and it will not appear anywhere else.) The Indian Church should immediately commence the canonization process of Sapna Tracy. -Michael
AIIMS nurse dies after delaying her cancer treatment to give birth to her eighth child
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/thiruvananthapuram/aiims-nurse-dies-after-delaying-her-cancer-treatment-to-give-birth-to-her-eighth-child-5001825/ 

By Shaju Philip, December 28, 2017
Sapna Tracy (43), who delivered her eighth child in December 2015, died Monday in Thrissur after delaying cancer treatment
Citing her Catholic pro-life beliefs, a Kerala woman, who worked as a senior nursing officer at the AIIMS in New Delhi, ignored medical advice to terminate her pregnancy and undergo immediate surgery for breast cancer. Sapna Tracy (43), who delivered her eighth child in December 2015, died Monday in Thrissur after delaying cancer treatment. All her children are below age 15.
In their youth, Tracy and her husband Chittilappally Joju (50), from Chittatukara village in Thrissur, were active members of Jesus Youth and Catholic Charismatic Renewal movements. While Tracy worked at AIIMS, Joju served as a social worker under the Church in the national Capital.

In recent years, both were actively involved in the pro-life movement of the Church, promoting large families and working against abortion. The Kerala Catholic Church diocese in Faridabad even honoured the couple for having a large family.

“Tracy was diagnosed with breast cancer when she was in the third month of her eighth pregnancy. Doctors wanted termination of the pregnancy and immediate surgery to save her life. Friends and relatives too recommended that she go by medical advice. But she was determined not to agree to foeticide. Doctors warned her that she would orphan her seven other children if she did not start treatment. She told the doctor, ‘Only I can give birth to this child growing in my womb. There are many good-hearted people who can take care of my seven other children’,’’ Joju said.

Mastectomy was performed in the sixth month of pregnancy. Doctors wanted to start radiation therapy and chemotherapy but Tracy said she would agree to that only after giving birth. “A few months after the delivery, she went for radiation and chemotherapy. She had a strong conviction that we should not end a life even if it endangers her own life. Giving birth to eight children and rearing everyone with her own salary, Tracy was a wonder in our Delhi neighbourhood,’’ Joju said.
About a year ago, Tracy was told that the cancer had spread to the lungs. Joju took the entire family — five boys and three girls — to Kerala earlier this year. Joju said he always supported the stand his wife took. “We consider life very precious. We have no right to terminate it. I had no qualms about backing her decision not to abort and start cancer treatment. We could not have saved two lives. I believe population will drive development. Had Tracy been healthy, we would have gone for the ninth child,’’ he said.

He said he had been counselling the children, preparing them for the death of their mother. “They had realised their mother would go one day. God and good-hearted people around them would take care of them. I have made them persons with hope. There is no room for despair.’’ Fr Paul Madassery, secretary of Kerala Catholic Bishops Council’s Family Commission, said the woman’s decision was right and the Church backed her pro-life stand. “We promote responsible parenthood. If a couple is healthy and can rear more children, there is nothing wrong in going for seven or eight or more children. When someone can rear more children, they should beget more,’’ he said.
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In the 1960s and 1970s, the Catholic Church took the lead in family planning in Kerala — the Catholics, who are considered economically better placed, educated and politically powerful, constitute a sizeable chunk of the state’s 19 per cent Christian population. In fact, the prosperity of Catholics in Kerala is partly attributed to their early adoption of family planning. But the Church is now encouraging members to have four or more children to stem the decline in numbers. And this dip is attributed to migration to the West, working women deciding to limit the family size, and late marriages by the educated.

Cancer-stricken woman, who risked life to save her unborn baby, dies...
http://english.manoramaonline.com/news/kerala/2017/12/27/cancer-stricken-woman-save-unborn-baby-dies.html 
By Shaju Philip, Pavaratty, Thrissur, December 27, 2017
While disclosing a breast cancer diagnosis to Sapna Tracy, the doctor advised her to have an abortion and start chemotherapy immediately. He also assured her that if treated rightly, the disease could be cured.

However, the bluntness in her answer surprised the doctor. “Just like me, the baby in my womb too has the right to live,” she told him, firmly refusing the advice to terminate the pregnancy and start treatment.

Sapna, 43, who already had seven children, chose to risk her life for the unborn child, and about one-and-a-half-years ago, she gave birth to a beautiful girl, whom she named Philomina.
Though all hailed her strong will and courage, breast cancer cells had already started to spread to other parts of her body.

Finally, on the Christmas day, Sapna, wife of Chittilappilly Joju of Chittattukara in Thrissur district, lost her fight against cancer.

Coincidently, the inspiring story of her spirited battle against the deadly disease was being aired on a television channel when she breathed her last.

Sapna, who hailed from the Punnothu family in Thalayolaparambu, was working as a senior nursing officer at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences in Delhi when she was diagnosed with cancer. Soon, she went on a long medical leave and returned to her native place.
According to the relatives, despite her hectic schedule and the demanding nature of the job, Sapna always took good care of her children.

She was a recipient of the Pro-Life award instituted by the Faridabad Eparchy as part of the Church’s anti-abortion campaigns.

She had been leading an active life before her health deteriorated last month and became bedridden.

The couple’s other children are James, 15; Treesa, 14; Jose, 11; Sebastian, 9; Francis, 8; Maria, 6; and Antony, 4.

Faridabad Eparchy Archbishop Mar Kuriakose Bharanikulangara, Thrissur Archdiocese Archbishop Mar Andrews Thazhath, and the Delhi-based Swanthanam (Santvana) Community Director Fr Dheeraj Sabu attended the funeral.
The burial was held at the St Sebastian’s Church crematorium in Chittettukara.  

Sapna Tracy is already being hailed as the St. Gianna Molla Beretta of India:

La Gianna Beretta india: Era madre de siete hijos y murió tras rechazar el tratamiento para no abortar
https://www.actuall.com/vida/la-gianna-beretta-de-la-india-era-madre-de-siete-hijos-y-murio-de-cancer-tras-rechazar-el-tratamiento-para-no-abortar/
By Ana Fuentes, December 29, 2017
[…]
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Catholic refuses to abort “rare” Siamese twins

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/rare-siamese-twins-with-two-heads-370630  

January 12, 2009, updated February 24, 2012
A Catholic woman from Portsmouth who is pregnant with a rare form of Siamese twins has spoken of her desire to see them born.

Lisa Chamberlain, 25, had a scan last week which showed her embryo had two heads and one body - making them dicephalus twins.

The staunch Catholic said doctors advised her to undergo an abortion, but this was ruled out after talking over the matter with husband Mike.

Mrs. Chamberlain said: "To me, my twins are a gift from God and we're determined to give them a chance of life."

The twins were diagnosed after the former RSPCA worker was taken into the city's St Mary's Hospital on Wednesday with back pain. She had fallen pregnant on December 18.

She added: "Some might think my twins are strange, but to me they're just special. Everything happens for a reason. Mike and I have spent over seven years trying to have children and we might not get another go."

The couple hope the babies will follow the example of US Siamese twins Abigail and Brittany Hensel. They were born in March 1990 with shared organs below the navel and are still alive.

But conjoined twins expert Professor Lewis Spitz said that Mrs. Chamberlain's embryo should be terminated.

They would have a greater risk of infection, he said, and have two heads controlling one side of the body's nervous impulses.
The last conjoined twins born in the UK died within a few weeks of each other late last year.
Faith and Hope Williams were born on November 26 and were joined from the breastbone to the top of the navel with a shared liver but separate hearts.

Hope died following surgery to separate them at the beginning of December, and Faith succumbing nearly a month later.

*

US Bishops Clarify Abortion "for" Mother's Health
http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/us-bishops-clarify-abortion-for-mother-s-health 

Washington, D.C., June 25, 2010 
Direct abortion is never morally permissible, but there are some medical procedures that are legitimate to protect the life of a pregnant mother, even if they might result in the death of her child. 
This clarification was made in a statement Wednesday by the U.S. bishops' Committee on Doctrine.
The committee statement comes in response to a Nov. 5, 2009, abortion at a Catholic hospital in Arizona, which was later publicly judged as morally wrong by the city's bishop, Thomas Olmstead.
The case brought national media attention, particularly because a nun working at the hospital supported the decision to perform the abortion. According to reports, the mother of the child was suffering from pulmonary hypertension, and the pregnancy was thus judged dangerous for her life.

Setting it straight
The bishops' committee noted "confusion among the faithful" regarding the principles to be used to evaluate the case, and thus offered observations on the "distinction between medical procedures that cause direct abortions and those that may indirectly result in the death of an unborn child."
The statement quoted the "Ethical and Religious Directive for Catholic Health Care Services" in No. 45, which condemns abortion, including abortions carried out in the first stage after the child is conceived.
The directive states: "Abortion -- that is, the directly intended termination of pregnancy before viability or the directly intended destruction of a viable fetus -- is never permitted. Every procedure whose sole immediate effect is the termination of pregnancy before viability is an abortion, which, in its moral context, includes the interval between conception and implantation of the embryo." 
Thus, the committee statement affirms, "Direct abortion is never morally permissible. One may never directly kill an innocent human being, no matter what the reason."

Different case
The committee added that a contrasting case arises in some situations where it might be permissible to perform a "medical procedure on a pregnant woman that directly treats a serious health problem but that also has a secondary effect that leads to the death of the developing child."
The statement again cites the ERD, No. 47: "Operations, treatments, and medications that have as their direct purpose the cure of a proportionately serious pathological condition of a pregnant woman are permitted when they cannot be safely postponed until the unborn child is viable, even if they will result in the death of the unborn child."

Examples
The bishops' committee went on to offer two contrasting examples: a pregnant woman experiencing problems with one or more of her organs, apparently as a result of the added burden of pregnancy; and a pregnant woman with cancer in her uterus.
In the first case, a doctor might recommend abortion, but this scenario describes an immoral direct abortion. 
They explained: "The surgery directly targets the life of the unborn child. It is the surgical instrument in the hands of the doctor that causes the child's death. The surgery does not directly address the health problem of the woman, for example, by repairing the organ that is malfunctioning. The surgery is likely to improve the functioning of the organ or organs, but only in an indirect way, i.e., by lessening the overall demands placed upon the organ or organs, since the burden posed by the pregnancy will be removed. The abortion is the means by which a reduced strain upon the organ or organs is achieved. As the Church has said many times, direct abortion is never permissible because a good end cannot justify an evil means."
In the second case -- that of the cancerous uterus -- "an urgently-needed medical procedure indirectly and unintentionally -- although foreseeably -- results in the death of an unborn child," the committee explained. "In this case the surgery directly addresses the health problem of the woman, i.e., the organ that is malfunctioning -- the cancerous uterus. The woman's health benefits directly from the surgery, because of the removal of the cancerous organ. 
The surgery does not directly target the life of the unborn child. The child will not be able to live long after the uterus is removed from the woman's body, but the death of the child is an unintended and unavoidable side effect and not the aim of the surgery."
The committee reiterated: "There is nothing intrinsically wrong with surgery to remove a malfunctioning organ. It is morally justified when the continued presence of the organ causes problems for the rest of the body. Surgery to terminate the life of an innocent person, however, is intrinsically wrong. There are no situations in which it can be justified."
Complete statement: www.usccb.org/doctrine/direct-abortion-statement2010-06-23.pdf 
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