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New Motu Proprio on Clerical Sex Abuse Raises Standards, But Questions Remain
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May 9, 2019
A new papal motu proprio letter, Vos Estis Lux Mundi, makes some important changes to the way the Vatican handles clerical sexual abuse. The plan, promulgated today, goes into effect on June 1, 2019.
“The crimes of sexual abuse,” the letter reads, “offend Our Lord, cause physical, psychological and spiritual damage to the victims and harm the community of the faithful. In order that these phenomena, in all their forms, never happen again, a continuous and profound conversion of hearts is needed, attested by concrete and effective actions that involve everyone in the Church, so that personal sanctity and moral commitment can contribute to promoting the full credibility of the Gospel message and the effectiveness of the Church’s mission.”

The new norms focus on the creation of obligatory reporting mechanisms for abuse, treats attempts to cover up child pornography use, include seminarians or religious coerced into sexual acts by superiors in the same category as minors and vulnerable adults, and, in apparent deference to the plan created by Cardinals Wuerl and Cupich last year as an alternative to a laity-run investigatory structure proposed by the US Bishops, makes metropolitan archbishops responsible for accusations against bishops within their territory.

What is notably absent from the document is any mandatory requirement that sexual crimes be reported to civil authorities, raising questions about the possibility of future cover ups.

For more on the new motu proprio, see additional coverage at the National Catholic Register and Vatican News.

3 of 10 readers’ comments
At the risk of stating the obvious, what good is this motu proprio if Pope Francis fails to acknowledge the existence of "homosexual networks" within the ranks of the clergy which both Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI and Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano have emphatically decried?

Glaringly missing from this motu is any mention of seminarians or novices targeted for sex by sodomite superiors.
Cupich (a metropolitan) hinted on numerous occasions that he is cool with consensual sodomite relations. He invited Martin SJ to preach sodomy at his cathedral church. And now he will have the metropolitan-wide powers to dismiss accusations against sodomite priests, even from other dioceses and against the good judgment of their bishops.

Reporting crimes to civil authorities? Yes, it's the usual greasy evasion:
"Art. 19 – Compliance with state laws

These norms apply without prejudice to the rights and obligations established in each place by state laws, particularly those concerning any reporting obligations to the competent civil authorities."

So if there are no specific state laws requiring disclosure....we don't disclose!

I guess it would be too much to expect the restoration of "Cum Primum" of 1566:

"Therefore, wishing to pursue with greater rigour than we have exerted since the beginning of our pontificate, we establish that any priest or member of the clergy, either secular or regular, who commits such an execrable crime, by force of the present law be deprived of every clerical privilege, of every post, dignity and ecclesiastical benefit, and having been degraded by an ecclesiastical judge, let him be immediately delivered to the secular authority to be put to death, as mandated by law as the fitting punishment for laymen who have sunk into this abyss.”
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