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By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s
Muhammad- The praise of all creation?
This short article is intended to be a response to the following blog post. 
Paul Williams published a meme which asks the question of who Muhammad was, and then quotes the following hadith for the answer: 

Narrated 'Umar: I heard the Prophet saying, "Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians praised the son of Mary, for I am only a Slave. So, call me the Slave of Allah and His Apostle." (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 4, Book 55, Number 654)

Apparently, this was intended as a shot against Christians for worshiping Jesus as God, unlike Muslims who view Muhammad as a mere human slave of Allah, just as he himself told them to. 

However, the real reason why Muhammad didn’t need his followers to praise him is because he receives all the praise he needs from his deity. The Muslim sources proclaim that Allah has been busying himself with praising Muhammad before his heavenly host:

The Command to say Salah upon the Prophet 

Al-Bukhari said: “Abu Al-`Aliyah said: ‘Allah’s Salah is HIS PRAISING HIM BEFORE THE ANGELS, and the Salah of the angels is their supplication.’” Ibn `Abbas said: “They send blessings.” Abu `Isa At-Tirmidhi said: “This was narrated from Sufyan Ath-Thawri and other scholars, who said: ‘The Salah of the Lord is mercy, and the Salah of the angels is their seeking forgiveness.’” There are Mutawatir Hadiths narrated from the Messenger of Allah commanding us to send blessings on him and how we should say Salah upon him. We will mention as many of them as we can, if Allah wills, and Allah is the One Whose help we seek… (Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Q. 33:56; capital and underline emphasis ours)

It seems that Allah has nothing better to do than to praise his “prophet” before the angels. 

Another way in which Allah praises and glorifies Muhammad is by bestowing some of his own names and characteristics upon his “messenger”, as well as coupling Muhammad’s name together with his own:

Muhammad b. al-Muthanna – Ibn Abi ‘Adi – ‘Abd al-Rahman (that is, al-Mas‘udi) – ‘Amr b. Murrah – Abu ‘Ubaydah – Abu Musa [al-Ash‘ari]: The Messenger of God named himself to us in various ways. He said, ‘I am Muhammad [the one who is praised], Ahmad [the most praiseworthy], al-Muqaffi [the follower], al-Hashir [the last in succession], Nabi al-tawbah wa’l-rahmah [the Prophet of repentance and mercy].’" (The History of al-Tabari – The Last Years of the Prophet, [State University of New York Press (SUNY), Albany], Volume IX, pp. 155-156; underline emphasis ours)

And:

Section 14. On Allah honouring the Prophet WITH SOME OF HIS OWN BEAUTIFUL NAMES and describing him WITH SOME OF HIS OWN SUBLIME QUALITIES 

… He has preferred our Prophet Muhammad since He has adorned him with a wealth of His names in His Mighty Book and on the tongues of His Prophets… One of His names is the Praiseworthy (al-Hamid). This means the One who is praised because He praises Himself and His slaves praise him. It also means the One who praises Himself and praises acts of obedience. The Prophet is called Muhammad and Ahmad. Muhammad means praised, and that is how his name occurs in the Zabur of David. Ahmad means the greatest of those who give praise AND THE MOST SUBLIME OF THOSE WHO ARE PRAISED. Hassan ibn Thabit indicated this when he said: 

It is taken for him from His own name in order to exalt him. 

The One with the Throne is praised (Mahmud) AND HE IS MUHAMMAD. 

Two of Allah’s names are the Compassionate, the Merciful (ar-Ra’uf, ar-Rahim). They are similar in meaning. He calls him by them in His Book when He says, “Compassionate, merciful to the believers.” (9.128) (Qadi Iyad Ibn Musa al-Yahsubi, Kitab Ash-shifa bi ta'rif huquq al-Mustafa (Healing by the recognition of the Rights of the Chosen One), translated by Aisha Abdarrahman Bewley [Madinah Press, Inverness, Scotland, U.K., third reprint 1991, paperback], Chapter Three. On The Sound And Well-Known Traditions Related About The Immense Value Placed On Him By His Lord, His Exalted Position And His Nobility In This World And The Next, pp. 126-127; capital and underline emphasis ours)

Note that Allah himself is called Muhammad since it means the one who is praised, which certainly fits with what the Quran says concerning him. Ahmad, on the other hand, refers to the most sublime of those who are praised, which again would be an apt description for the Islamic deity as far as the Quran is concerned. And yet these are the very names that Allah gave to his so-called messenger, thereby signifying that the man Muhammad is also to be praised since Allah himself has made him the most sublime of those who is to be praised! 

Hence, the names Muhammad (“the one who is praised”) and Ahmad (“the most praiseworthy”) basically point to the fact that Allah actually wants everyone to praise and glorify his human “prophet”, a fact candidly admitted by the following Muslim sources:

“… It may be that your Lord will raise you to, establish you, in the Hereafter, in, a praiseworthy station, one for which the first and last [of mankind] will praise you — and this is the station of intercession [which will take place] during [the passing of] the Final Judgement.” (Tafsir al-Jalalayn, Q. 17:79; bold and underline emphasis ours) 

“… (It may be) and the expression 'may be' when used in connection with Allah means: it is a requisite (that thy Lord will raise thee to a praised estate) the station of intercession whereof you will be praised by the people of old and the people of new.” (Tanwîr al-Miqbâs min Tafsîr Ibn ‘Abbâs, Q. 17:79; bold and underline emphasis ours)

The very name "Muhammad" means "THE ONE WHO IS PRAISED, OFTEN PRAISED" and the name of the Prophet is also known as "Ahmad" meaning "THE ONE DESERVING OF PRAISE". 

Imam Jalaludin as-Suyuti mentions: 

His name is Muhammad and Ahmad; his people are the people of praise (hamd) and his prayer rite and the prayer rite of his people is opened with praise (hamd). In the Preserved Tablet in God's abode it was written that his Caliphs and his Companions in writing the Sacred Volume, should open it with praise (Surah 1:1). And in his hand on the Resurrection Day will be the banner of praise. And when he then prostrates himself before God in intercession in our behalf and it is accepted he will praise the Lord with a new song that shall then be revealed to him, for his is the Heavenly Station of Praise (al-maqam al-mahmud, Surah 17:79)-and when he rises up in that Station ALL THE ASSEMBLY SHALL PRAISE HIM, Muslims and misbelievers alike, the first and the last, AND ALL MEANINGS AND MODES OF THANKFUL PRAISE SHALL BE GATHERED UP AND OFFERED TO HIM [quoted from And Muhammad is His Messenger by Annemarie Schimmel p. 107] (On Praising the Prophet, by Mas'ud Ahmed Khan; bold and capital emphasis ours) 

This next one is rather disturbing:

(It may be that your Lord will raise you to Maqam Mahmud.) meaning, `do that which you are commanded to do, and We will raise you to a station of praise and glory (Maqam Mahmud) on the Day of Resurrection, where ALL OF CREATION will praise you,' AS WILL THEIR CREATOR, may He be glorified and exalted… I, Ibn Kathir, say: the Messenger of Allah will have honors in the Day of Resurrection in which no one else will have a share, honors which will not be matched by anyone else. He is the first one for whom the earth will be opened and he will come forth riding to the gathering place. He will have a banner under which Adam and anyone else will gather, and he will have the Hawd (Lake) to which no one else will have more access than he. He will have the right of the Grand Intercession with Allah when He comes to judge between His creation. This will be after the people ask Adam, then Nuh, then Ibrahim, then Musa, then `Isa to intercede, and each of them will say, "I am not able for that.'' Then they will come to Muhammad, and he will say… 

<<I can do that, I can do that.>> We will mention this in more detail shortly, If Allah wills. Part of that will be that he will intercede for some people who had been commanded to be taken to Hell, and they will be brought back. He is the first Prophet whose Ummah will be judged, and the first to take them across the Bridge over the Fire, and the first to intercede in Paradise, as was reported in Sahih Muslim. In the Hadith about the Trumpet, it says that none of the believers will enter Paradise except through his intercession. He will be the first to enter Paradise, and his Ummah will be the first nation to enter. He will intercede for the status to be raised for people whose deeds could not get them there. He is the one who will reach Al-Wasilah, which is the highest position in Paradise, which befits no one but him. When Allah gives permission for intercession on behalf of sinners, the angels, Prophets and believers will intercede, and he will intercede for people whose number is known only to Allah. No one will intercede like him and no one will match him in intercession… (Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Q. 17:79; bold and capital emphasis ours)

Here we have one of Islam’s greatest scholars and commentators stating that Allah will join in with his creation to praise and glorify Muhammad! 

This basically means that Allah not only commands his creation to commit shirk (which is the unforgivable sin in Islam [cf. Q. 2:22; 4:48, 116]) by having them praise a finite, imperfect sinful creature, but he also joins them in committing this gross act of idolatry! 

Thus, even though the hadith has Muhammad prohibiting his followers from “over-praising” him, the Islamic corpus shows that he gets all the attention and affirmation he needs from his own god, who is busying himself with praising his “prophet” before his angelic host, and that all creation will eventually follow Allah’s example by praising Muhammad as well. 

So much for the denial that Muslims are in reality Muhammadans who worship Muhammad! 


Related Articles 

Revealing Allah’s Partner in Praise and Honor Pt. 1 

The Deification of Muhammad 
*

The Islamic position on Praise and Worship 
The Quran states that all praise is due to Allah, who is depicted as seated on a throne surrounded by angels that proclaim his praises:

And He is Allah; La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He). His is all praise, in the first (i.e. in this world) and in the last (i.e. in the Hereafter). And for Him is the Decision, and to Him shall you (all) be returned. S. 28:70 Hilali-Khan 

And you will see the angels surrounding the Throne (of Allah) from all round, glorifying the praises of their Lord (Allah). And they (all the creatures) will be judged with truth, and it will be said. All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists)." S. 39:75 Hilali-Khan

Moreover, according to the Islamic doctrine of Tauhid al-Uluhiyyah/Ibaadah (the oneness of Allah’s worship/service) to glorify, praise, worship and/or serve anyone besides Allah is expressly forbidden:

*Belief in Allah means to accept the three aspects of At-Tawheed, to believe in them and to implement them… Tawheedul-Uloohiyyah (Allah’s oneness in Worship) means that Allah is the Only true God and that everything and everyone that is worshipped instead of Allah is false. This section of Tawheed requires directing ALL the acts of worship to Allah ALONE and that no one or thing is associated with Him in worship, no matter who it may be. No single act of worship should be directed to other than Him. Also, this part of Tawheed requires that Allah be worshipped with love, fear and hope together. Worshipping Him with some of these qualities without the others is misguidance. (A Summary of the Creed of As-Salaf As-Saalih (The Righteous Predecessors), Compiled by Darrussalam [Darussalam Publishers and Distributors, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, First Edition: 2002], The Foundations of the Creed of the Salaf, pp. 16-17; capital emphasis ours)

The Muslim Dilemma 

Contrary to what Muslims tell us regarding worship being given only to Allah, the fact is that both the Quran and Islamic tradition have exalted Muhammad to a level where he actually participates in the praise and honor given to the Muslim deity. 

For example, the Quran states that Allah removed Muhammad’s load or burden which weighed heavily on his back, and exalted his fame and remembrance:

Have We not opened your breast for you (O Muhammad)? And removed from you your burden, Which weighed down your back? And raised high your fame (thikraka)? S. 94:1-4 Hilali-Khan

Here is how various translations render v. 4:

“And exalted thy fame?” Pickthalll 

“And WE have exalted thy name.” Shakir 

“We have raised your remembrance,” The Reformist Translation 

“And We exalted for you your remembrance (by annexing it to Ours everywhere in the world and in the Hereafter).” Dr. Mohammad Tahir-ul-Qadri
The late Muslim scholar and Quran translator Muhammad Asad explains what this burden was which Allah removed from Muhammad, and further comments on the significance of v. 4:

2 I.e., "the burden of thy past sins, which are now forgiven" (Tabari, on the authority of Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and Ibn Zayd). In the case of Muhammad, this relates apparently to mistakes committed before his call to prophethood (ibid.), and is obviously an echo of 93:7 – “Has He not found thee lost on thy way, and guided thee?"  

3 Or: "raised high thy renown". The primary meaning of the term dhikr is "reminder" or "remembrance"; and, secondarily, "that by which something [or "someone"] is remembered", i.e., with praise: hence, it signifies "fame" or "renown", and, tropically – as in the present context – "eminence" or "dignity". (Asad, The Message of the Qur’an; bold emphasis ours)

Other scholars and commentators go about explaining how Allah made Muhammad famous:

Did We not exalt your mention? For you are mentioned where I [God] am mentioned in the call announcing [the time for] prayer (adhān), in the [second] call to perform the prayer (iqāma), in the witnessing [‘there is no god but God, Muhammad is His Messenger’] (tashahhud), in the Friday sermon and in other instances. (Tafsir al-Jalalayn)

The tashahhud refers to that part of the five daily prayers where Muslims actually pray directly to Muhammad!

Ibn 'Abbas reported: The Messenger of Allah used to teach us tashahhud just as he used to teach us a Sura of the Qur'an, and he would say: All services rendered by words, acts of worship, and all good things are due to Allah. Peace be upon YOU, O Prophet, and Allah's mercy and blessings. Peace be upon us and upon Allah's upright servants. I testify that there is no god but Allah, and I testify that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. In the narration of Ibn Rumb (the words are): "As he would teach us the Qur'an." (Sahih Muslim, Book 004, Number 0798) 

Yahya related to me from Malik from Ibn Shihab from Urwa ibn az-Zubayr from Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abd al-Qari that he heard Umar ibn al-Khattab say, while he was teaching people the tashahhud from the mimbar, "Say, Greetings belong to Allah. Pure actions belong to Allah. Good words and prayers belong to Allah. Peace on YOU, Prophet, and the mercy of Allah and His blessings. Peace be upon us and on the slaves of Allah who are salihun. I testify that there is no god except Allah. And I testify that Muhammad is His slave and His messenger."

'At-tahiyatu lillah, az-zakiyatu lillah, at-tayibatu wa's-salawatu lillah. As-salamu ALAYKA ayyuha'nnabiyyu wa rahmatu'llahi wa barakatuhu. As-salamu alayna wa ala ibadi'llahi s-salihin. Ash-hadu an la ilaha illa 'llah wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan abduhu wa rasuluh." (Malik’s Muwatta, Book 3, Number 3.14.56)

Yahya related to me from Malik from Abd ar-Rahman ibn al-Qasim from his father that A'isha, the wife of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, used to say in the tashahhud, "Greetings, good words, prayers, pure actions belong to Allah. I testify that there is no god except Allah, alone without partner, and that Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger. Peace be on YOU, Prophet, and the mercy of Allah and His blessings. Peace be on us and on the slaves of Allah who are salihun. Peace be upon you." 

"At-tahiyatu, at-tayibatu, as-salawatu, az-zakiyatu lillah. Ash-hadu an la ilaha illa'llah, wahdahu la sharika lah wa anna Muhammadan abduhu wa rasuluhu. As-salamu ALAYKA ayyuha-n-nabiyyu wa rahmatu-llahi wa barakatuhu. As-salamu alayna wa ala ibadi-llahi's-salihin. As-salamu alaykum." (Malik’s Muwatta, Book 3, Number 3.14.58)

This is rather troubling since not only are Muslims addressing a part of their daily acts of worship to Muhammad, but they are also doing so for a man who has been dead for over 1400 years! 

Moreover, this expressly conflicts with Tauhid al-Uluhiyyah/Ibaadah and stands in direct violation of the Quran’s instructions to pray to Allah alone, not to dead people:    

Say (O Muhammad): "Verily, my Salat (prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists). S. 6:162 Hilali-Khan 

And those whom they call on besides Allah have not created anything while they are themselves created; Dead (are they), not living, and they know not when they shall be raised. S. 16:20-21 Shakir

There is more that Allah has done to exalt Muhammad’s praise in the hearts of his servants, as we shall see in the next part of our discussion. 

*

Another way in which Allah elevated Muhammad’s fame is by bestowing on him some of his own divine names and characteristics, as well as coupling Muhammad’s name with his own:
Muhammad b. al-Muthanna – Ibn Abi ‘Adi – ‘Abd al-Rahman (that is, al-Mas‘udi) – ‘Amr b. Murrah – Abu ‘Ubaydah – Abu Musa [al-Ash‘ari]: The Messenger of God named himself to us in various ways. He said, ‘I am Muhammad [the one who is praised], Ahmad [the most praiseworthy], al-Muqaffi [the follower], al-Hashir [the last in succession], Nabi al-tawbah wa’l-rahmah [the Prophet of repentance and mercy].’" (The History of al-Tabari – The Last Years of the Prophet, [State University of New York Press (SUNY), Albany], Volume IX, pp. 155-156; underline emphasis ours)

And:

Section 14. On Allah honouring the Prophet WITH SOME OF HIS OWN BEAUTIFUL NAMES and describing him WITH SOME OF HIS OWN SUBLIME QUALITIES 

… He has preferred our Prophet Muhammad since He has adorned him with a wealth of His names in His Mighty Book and on the tongues of His Prophets… One of His names is the Praiseworthy (al-Hamid). This means the One who is praised because He praises Himself and His slaves praise him. It also means the One who praises Himself and praises acts of obedience. The Prophet is called Muhammad and Ahmad. Muhammad means praised, and that is how his name occurs in the Zabur of David. Ahmad means the greatest of those who give praise AND THE MOST SUBLIME OF THOSE WHO ARE PRAISED. Hassan ibn Thabit indicated this when he said: 

It is taken for him from His own name in order to exalt him. 

The One with the Throne is praised (Mahmud) AND HE IS MUHAMMAD. 

Two of Allah’s names are the Compassionate, the Merciful (ar-Ra’uf, ar-Rahim). They are similar in meaning. He calls him by them in His Book when He says, “Compassionate, merciful to the believers.” (9.128) (Qadi Iyad Ibn Musa al-Yahsubi, Kitab Ash-shifa bi ta'rif huquq al-Mustafa (Healing by the recognition of the Rights of the Chosen One), translated by Aisha Abdarrahman Bewley [Madinah Press, Inverness, Scotland, U.K., third reprint 1991, paperback], Chapter Three. On The Sound And Well-Known Traditions Related About The Immense Value Placed On Him By His Lord, His Exalted Position And His Nobility In This World And The Next, pp. 126-127; capital and bold emphasis ours)

Note that Allah himself is called Muhammad since it means the one who is praised, which certainly fits with what the Quran says concerning him. Ahmad, on the other hand, refers to the most sublime of those who are praised, which again would be an apt description of the Islamic deity as far as the Quran is concerned. And yet these are the very names that Allah gave to his so-called messenger, thereby signifying that the man Muhammad is also to be praised since Allah himself has made him the most sublime of those who is to be praised! 

Hence, the names Muhammad (“the one who is praised”) and Ahmad (“the most praiseworthy”) basically prove that Allah himself wants everyone to praise and glorify Muhammad. 

There is more:

Qatada said, “Allah exalted his fame in this world and the Next. There is no speaker, witness nor anyone doing the prayer who fails to say, ‘There is no god but Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.’” 

Abu Sa'id al-Khudri related that the Prophet said, “Jibril came to me and said, ‘My Lord and your Lord says, “Do you know how I have exalted your fame?”’ I said, ‘Allah and His Messenger know best.’ He said, ‘“When I am mentioned you are mentioned with Me.”’” 

Ibn ‘Ata quoted a hadith qudsi saying, “I completed belief with your being mentioned with Me.” And another one which says, “I have made your mention PART OF MY MENTION so whoever mentions Me, mentions you.” 

Ja'far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq, “No one mentions you as the Messenger but that he mentions Me as the Lord.” 

The fact that mention of the Prophet is directly connected to mention of Allah also shows that obedience to the Prophet is connected to obedience to Allah and his name to Allah's name. Allah says, “Obey Allah and His Messenger” (2:32) and “Believe in Allah and His Messenger.” (4:136) Allah joins them together using the conjunction wa WHICH IS THE CONJUNCTION OF PARTNERSHIP. IT IS NOT PERMITTED TO USE THIS CONJUNCTION IN CONNECTION WITH ALLAH IN THE CASE OF ANYONE EXCEPT THE PROPHET. 

Hudhayfa said that the Prophet said, “None of you should say, ‘What Allah wills and (wa) so-and-so wills.’ Rather say, ‘What Allah wills.’ Then stop and say, ‘So-and-so wills.’” 

Al-Khattabi said, "The Prophet has guided you to correct behaviour in putting the will of Allah before the will of others. He chose ‘then’ (thumma) which implies sequence and deference as opposed to ‘and’ (wa) WHICH IMPLIES PARTNERSHIP.” 

Something similar is mentioned in another hadith. Someone was speaking in the presence of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and said, “Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has been rightly guided, and whoever rebels against them both (joining them together by using the dual form)…” The Prophet said to him, “What a bad speaker you are! Get up! [Or he said: Get out!]” 

Abu Sulayman said, “He disliked the two names being joined together in that way BECAUSE IT IMPLIES EQUALITY.”… (Ibid., Part One. Allah’s great estimation of the worth of his Prophet expressed in both word and action, Chapter One. Allah’s praise of him and his great esteem for him, Section 1. Concerning praise of him and his numerous excellent qualities, pp. 7-8; capital and underline emphasis ours)

Again:

“… He coupled his name with His own name, and his pleasure with His pleasure. He made him one of the two pillars of tawhid.” (Ibid., Chapter One: Allah’s praise of his Prophet, Section 9. Concerning the marks of honour given to the Prophet in Sura al-Fath, p. 27; bold emphasis ours)

Finally:

“Ibn ‘Abbas said, ‘Written on the door of the Garden is: I am Allah. There is no god but Me. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. I will not punish anyone who says that.’” (Ibid., Chapter Three: On the sound and well-known traditions related about the immense value placed on him by his Lord, his exalted position and his nobility in this world and the next, Section 1. What has come concerning his place with his Lord, the Mighty and Majestic, his being chosen, his high renown, his being preferred, his mastery over the children of Adam, the prerogative of the ranks he was given in this world and the blessing of his excellent name, p. 90; bold emphasis ours)

Here we are told that Allah deliberately chose to use the Arabic wa, which is the conjunction of partnership and/or equality, in order to make Muhammad his partner in salvation, praise and even pleasure! 

Not only is this a clear case of shirk or association, which is the one sin will Allah will never forgive, 

Surely Allah does not forgive that ANYTHING should be associated with Him, and forgives what is besides that to whomsoever He pleases; and whoever associates anything with Allah, he devises indeed a great sin. S. 4:48 Shakir – cf. Q. 2:22; 4:116; 39:65

It is also a violation of Tauhid al-Uluhiyyah/Ibaadah, as well as another key element of Islamic monotheism called Tauhid al-Asma’ was-Sifat:

The Types of At-Tawhid are Three: 

First: Tawhid Ar-Rububiyyah; which is singling out Allah, Glorious and Exalted is He, with creating, ownership, and control of affairs. Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, said… 

<Allah id the Creator of all things> (Az-Zumar 39:62)  

And He, Exalted is He, said… 

<Is there any creator other than Allah who provides for you from the sky (rain) and the earth? La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He)> (Fatir 35:3) 

And He, Exalted is He, said… 

<Blessed is He in Whose Hand is the dominion, and He is Able to do all things> (Al-Mulk 67:1) 

And He, Exalted is He, said… 

<Surely, His is the Creation and Commandment. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind, Jinns and all that exists)!> (Al-A’raf 7:54) 

Second: Tawhid al-Uluhiyyah; which is “singling out Allah, Glorious and Exalted is He, with worship, such that a person not take anyone along with Allah whom he worships, drawing nearer to him, as he worships Allah, Exalted is He, and draws nearer to Him.” 

Third: Tawhid al-Asma’ was-Sifat; which is “singling out Allah, Glorious and Exalted is He, with what He named Himself, and He described Himself in His book, or upon the tongue of His Messenger. This is done by affirming what He affirmed, and negating what He negated, without Tahrif (distortion), nor Ta’til (denial), and without Takyif (saying “how”) nor Tamthil (likening).” 

And the intent of the author here, is Tawhid al-Uluhiyyah, and it is that which the polytheists went astray whom the Prophet fought against, and it is that which made their blood, wealth, land, and homes lawful, making it lawful to take their women and children as prisoners of war. And most of what the Messengers struggled against their people with is this category of Tawhid. (Muhammad bin ‘Abdul-Wahhab, Commentary on the Three Fundamental Principles of Islam, Commentary by the virtuous Shaikh Al-‘Allamah Muhammad bin Salih Al-‘Uthaimin [Darussalam Publication and Distributors, Riyadh, Jeddah, Sharjah, Lahore, London, Houston, New York; First Edition: January, 2010], pp. 59-60)

The way a Muslim violates this branch of Tauhid is by ascribing Allah’s unique names and attributes to creatures such as Muhammad, which brings us to the next problem. 

This attribution of Allah’s names to Muhammad further conflicts with the plain teaching of the Quran that there isn’t a single person who is worthy to be given the same names as Allah’s! 

And thy Lord is never forgetful, Lord He of the heavens and earth and all that is between them. So serve Him, and be thou patient in His service; knowest thou any that can be named with His Name? S. 19:65 Arberry

Note how the following versions translate this text:

Lord of the Heavens and of the Earth, and of all that is between them! Worship Him, then, and abide thou steadfast in his worship. Knowest thou any other of the same name? Rodwell 

"Lord of the heavens and of the earth, and of all that is between them; so worship Him, and be constant and patient in His worship: knowest thou of any who is worthy of the same Name as He?" Y. Ali

Now contrast this with the way Muhammad Asad rendered this verse:

“the Sustainer of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them! Worship, then, Him alone, and remain steadfast in His worship! Dost thou know any whose name is worthy to be mentioned side by side with His?" 

However one decides to translate the Arabic of this passage, the problems still remain for the Muslims. After all, not only has the Islamic deity bestowed some of his own names on Muhammad he has also made Muhammad’s name worthy to be mentioned alongside his own! Allah even went as far as to write his name and Muhammad’s on the door of paradise, as well as on the legs of his own throne, 

Al-Bayhaqi cited the following hadith in his book "Dala'il an-Nubuwwah" (Signs of Prophethood): Narrated 'Umar Ibn al-Khattab: the Prophet said: "When Adam committed the sin, he said to Allah, 'O My Lord, I ask You with reference to Muhammad to forgive me'. Allah said: 'O Adam! How did you know about Muhammad, for I have not yet created him?' Adam replied, 'O My Lord, when You created me, I looked up and saw inscribed on the legs of the Throne the words: There is no God worthy of worship except Allah and Muhammad is His Messenger. I knew that you do not attach to Your name but the name of the dearest of Your Creation.' Allah said to Adam, 'You have spoken rightly, Adam. Muhammad is the dearest of My Creation. I have forgiven you because you asked by Muhammad. AND HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR HIM, I WOULD NOT HAVE CREATED YOU.'" This hadith was narrated by al-Hakim who also classified it as sahih (authentic). Among the transmitters of this hadith is 'Abd ar-Rahman Ibn Zayd Ibn Aslam. Al-Haythami said: "This hadith was reported by at-Dabarani and in its chain of transmitters are people I do not know. Al-Hakim was therefore mistaken in classifying this hadith as sahih because he himself criticised 'Abd ar-rahman Ibn Zayd Ibn Aslam in his book ad-Du'afa, so how can he state the authenticity of the hadith after he had criticised him?!!" (Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Part 1, Surah Al-Fatiah Surah Al-Baqarah, ayat 1 to 141, Abridged by Sheikh Nasib Ar-Rafa'i [Al-Firdous Ltd., London: Second Edition 1998], p. 107, fn 10; underline and capital emphasis ours)

And even made the mentioning of both their names the twin pillars of Tauhid itself! 

Islam’s problems are from over, as we shall see in the next part of our examination.

*

The following is another text which seems to command all Muslims everywhere to revere and glorify Muhammad: 
Surely We have sent thee as a witness, good tidings to bear, and warning, that you may believe in God and His Messenger AND SUCCOUR Him (watuazziroohu), and reverence Him, and that you may give Him glory at the dawn and in the evening. S. 48:8-9 Arberry

In order that you (O people!) may believe in Allah and His Messenger and that you may help and honor Him, and celebrate His Praises morning and evening. Syed Vickar Ahamed 

If the readers pay close attention they will see that the nearest antecedent to all of the pronouns is not Allah but Muhammad. This means that Allah is commanding his followers to not only help Muhammad, but to also honor him by praising him day and night! 

Muslims will obviously want to deny this to be the case. However, since the grammatical structure of the text does not allow for a differentiation between the one being helped with the one who is to be revered and glorified, this means that it is one and the same person who is to be succoured, honored and praised. As such, this is either referring to Allah, which means that Allah is asking his servants for help, or it is speaking of Muhammad, which means that he is to be revered and glorified day and night! In either case, Muslims are faced with major problems since it is blasphemy to say that Allah needs his creatures to succour or help him, and it is outright idolatry and shirk to have believers honor and glorify Muhammad!   

The following late Christian scholar and author makes virtually the same point since he also clearly saw the problem with this text:

“This sentence is disrupted because of a sudden shift from addressing Muhammad to addressing other people. Apart from this, the accusative pronoun in ‘succour Him, and reverence Him’ refers, beyond doubt, to Muhammad, who was mentioned earlier, not to God as the English translator understood it. But ‘give Him glory’ refers to God. The entire verse is chaotic. The reader cannot be expected to understand its true meaning from the arrangement of words. It is kufr (‘unbelief’) to say ‘succour Him, and reverence Him, and that you may give Him glory at the dawn and in the evening’ about Muhammad, since glory should be given to God alone. It is also kufr to make such a statement with reference to God, since God almighty is not in need for succour or help! (‘Abdallah ‘Abd al-Fadi, Is the Qur'an Infallible? [Light of Life, PO Box 13, A-9503 Villach, Austria], pp. 182-183; bold emphasis ours)

However, the most natural reading of the text as a result of its formulation is to take Muhammad as the object of all of the verbs. 

In fact, Sunni Muslim scholar G.F. Haddad acknowledges that the pronouns do refer to Muhammad and that some, if not many, Muslims had no hesitation admitting this:

That ye (mankind) may believe in Allah and His messenger, and may honor h/Him, and may revere h/Him, and may glorify h/Him at early dawn and at the close of day" (48:9). Al-Nawawi said that the scholars of Qur'anic commentary have given this verse two lines of explanation, one group giving the three personal pronouns "HIM" a single referent, namely, either Allah ("Him") OR THE PROPHET ("him"); the other group distinguishing between two referents, namely, the Prophet (SAWS) for the first two ("honor and revere him"), and Allah for the last ("glorify Him"). Those of the first group that said the pronouns ALL REFER TO THE PROPHET explained "glorify him" (tusabbihuhu) here to mean: "declare him devoid of inappropriate attributes and pray for him." (The Prophetic Title "Best of Creation"; bold and capital emphasis ours)

Yet this means that Muslims are being commanded to revere and praise/glorify their prophet, even though these are acts of worship which are to be rendered to Allah alone! 

But that’s not all. The Muslim sources teach that Allah himself is engaged in praising his prophet, something that he actually does before his heavenly host!

The Command to say Salah upon the Prophet 

Al-Bukhari said: “Abu Al-`Aliyah said: ‘Allah's Salah is HIS PRAISING HIM BEFORE THE ANGELS, and the Salah of the angels is their supplication.’” Ibn `Abbas said: “They send blessings.” Abu `Isa At-Tirmidhi said: “This was narrated from Sufyan Ath-Thawri and other scholars, who said: ‘The Salah of the Lord is mercy, and the Salah of the angels is their seeking forgiveness.’” There are Mutawatir Hadiths narrated from the Messenger of Allah commanding us to send blessings on him and how we should say Salah upon him. We will mention as many of them as we can, if Allah wills, and Allah is the One Whose help we seek… (Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Q. 33:56; capital and underline emphasis ours)

Hence, seeing how even Allah busies himself with praising Muhammad before his angels, why would it therefore shock or surprise us that he would order his followers to praise and glorify him as well? 

It is clear from our examination that Allah has deliberately chosen to make Muhammad an object of reverence, since it is his intention to grant Muhammad a share in his own praise and glory. This in turn means that Allah has deliberately committed idolatry and shirk since he has not only taken Muhammad to be his associate in praise and honor, but he has even gone as far as to turn his own followers into blatant idolaters by ordering them to worship and glorify a creature in some of the same ways that they are supposed to honor their own deity! 

Now just in case Muslims want to deny that their lord is guilty of idolatry for making Muhammad his partner in divine praise and honor, we will let the following Muslim scholar set them straight:

“An understanding of the word ilah, therefore, is crucial in order for this phrase to be properly understood. 

“Ibn ‘Abbas stated that it means, ‘…one whom everything turns to, and whom everyone worships.’113 The famous commentator on the words of the Qur’an, al-Raghib al-Asbahani (d. 425) stated: ‘Ilah is a name given to every object that is worshipped.’114 The famous lexicographer of the Arabic language, Ibn Manur (d. 711), defined it as, ‘…any object that is taken as an object of worship,’115 and al-Fayruzabadi said: ‘Every object that is worshipped is an ilah for the one that worships it.’116 Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 A.H.) wrote: ‘The meaning of ilah is not “One who has the capability to create”, as many philosophical groups presume. For they believe that godship (ilhaiyyah) is the ability to create, and that whoever affirms that Allah is the One Who creates, without any creator, has testified to La ilaha illa Allah. But indeed, the mushrikun used to testify to this as well, and they were still considered mushrikun. So the true ilah is the one that is worthy of worship…and tawhid implies worshipping Allah alone, without any partners. And shirk is to make with Allah other objects of worship.’117 
“So we find that these scholars all defined ilah as an object of worship, and none of them mentioned that an ilah must be a creator, or an all-powerful entity. In fact, none of the scholars of tawhid, or of the Arabic language, ever stated that an ilah was a lord or creator in the eyes of the one who believed in it. 

“The significance of this simple fact is indeed profound. When a Muslim negates the existence of an ilah besides Allah, he or she is actually negating that any other object will be worshipped besides Allah. One who bears witness to the shahadah will negate that there is any other purpose in his or her life except to achieve Allah’s pleasure. This implies that all desires that go against the commands of Allah must be rejected.  

“It is, therefore, incorrect to translate this testimony as ‘There is no Creator (or Lord) except for Allah.’ Had this been the understanding, the Jahiliyyah Arabs would have accepted it and followed the Prophet, for they too believed that there was no Lord and Supreme Master except Allah. But they understood the precise meaning of ilah as an object that is worshipped, and realised that, if they bore testimony to this phrase, they would have to give up their idolatry, and change their way of life. Due to this realisation, they rejected the Prophet’s message.” (An Explanation of Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul Wahhab’s Kashf al-Shubuhat – Critical Study of Shirk, translation and commentary by Abu Ammaar Yasir Qadhi [Al-Hidaayah Publishing & Distribution, Birmingham, UK], 13. An Explanation of Kashf al-Shubuhat, The Clearing of Doubts, pp. 93-94) 

113 Tafsir al-Tabari, 1/54. 

114 Al-Mufradat, p. 21 

115 Lisan al-Arab (1/188). 

116 Al-Qamus, p. 1603. 

117 Majmu’ al-Fatawa, 3/101. (Ibid., p. 93)

And here is what Qadhi has to say to those Muslims who would forcefully deny that their veneration of someone other than, or alongside with, Allah is shirk: 

“So these Muslims deny that their actions fall under worship, thus trying to escape from the charge of shirk that they deserve. However, the ruling on an act or concept IS NOT DEPENDENT ON WHAT PEOPLE CALL IT, IT IS DEPENDENT ON THE REALITY AND ESSENCE OF IT. If someone were to call riba (interest) ‘benefit’, it would not change the reality of the fact that it is interest. Likewise, if someone were to call alcoholic drinks ‘spirits’ or ‘refreshments’ it does not change the fact that these drinks are alcoholic, and thus prohibited in Islam. If one understands this rule, he will see that these acts, of calling out to dieties, and asking for supernatural help, and seeking a means of pleasing them, all fall under the Islamic concept of ‘ibadah. It does not matter whether people refer to them as acts of ‘ibadah or not; the ruling is based on the reality of the matter, not its name. 

“The point is that the Jahiliyyah Arabs realised what they were doing, and admitted it. They openly called their acts directed towards their idols acts of worship. So they were more frank and honest in this regard than the ignorant Muslims who try to change the reality of what they are doing by merely attaching a different label to it.” (An Explanation of Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul Wahhab’s Four Principles of Shirk: Taken from the works of ‘Abdullah ibn Jibrin, Salih Al al-Shaykh and others, translation and commentary by Abu Ammaar Yasir Qadhi [Al-Hidaayah Publishing and Distribution, Birmingham, UK 2002], pp. 47-48; bold emphasis ours) 

We couldn’t have stated it any better. It doesn’t matter whether Muslims call their veneration of Muhammad worship, since the reality of the situation is that this is precisely what they are doing with the express approval of their own lord! 

Therefore, it is time for Muslims to put away this false idol for the One who is truly worthy of all praise and worship. Please click on this link to see who that particular individual happens to be. 
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