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An extraordinary event occurs on the dusty road to Damascus.  One strong, grim, determined traveler, encounters his enemy - the God he fights against.  Saul - a zealous, knowledgeable Jew, a Pharisee, is faced by Jesus Christ.  He hated those that followed Christ; he was a sword welded against the flesh of the church.  Upon his authority those that followed Christ were imprisoned.  He joined in their killing.  Saul was a persecutor par excellence, and with all his heart, soul, strength, and mind, he was going to destroy the Christians.  Now he was experiencing an event that would change his life; he came face to face with his opponent...

"Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"  He asked, "Who are you, Lord?"  the reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do."  The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one.  Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.  For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.  Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias.  The Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias."  He answered, "Here I am, Lord."  The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul.  At this moment he is praying and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight."  But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name."  But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name."  So Ananias went and entered the house.  He laid his hands on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."  And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored.  Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."  All who heard him were amazed and said, "Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name?  And has he not come here for the purpose of bring them bound before the chief priests?"  Saul became increasingly more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah."  Acts 9:1-22.  From the New Revised Standard Bible, [1]
--------------------

Another man had a similar experience.  This experience also dramatically changed his life.
Narrated 'Aisha:

The commencement of the Divine Inspiration to Allah's Apostle was in the form of good righteous (true) dreams in his sleep. He never had a dream but that it came true like bright day light. 
He used to go in seclusion (the cave of) Hira where he used to worship (Allah Alone) continuously for many (days) nights. He used to take with him the journey food for that (stay) and then come back to (his wife) Khadija to take his food like-wise again for another period to stay, till suddenly the Truth descended upon him while he was in the cave of Hira. The angel came to him in it and asked him to read. The Prophet replied, "I do not know how to read." (The Prophet added), "The angel caught me (forcefully) and pressed me so hard that I could not bear it anymore. He then released me and again asked me to read, and I replied, "I do not know how to read," whereupon he caught me again and pressed me a second time till I could not bear it anymore. He then released me and asked me again to read, but again I replied, "I do not know how to read (or, what shall I read?)." Thereupon he caught me for the third time and pressed me and then released me and said, "Read: In the Name of your Lord, Who has created (all that exists). Has created man from a clot. Read and Your Lord is Most Generous... up to... that which he knew not." (96.15) 

Then Allah's Apostle returned with the Inspiration, his neck muscles twitching with terror till he entered upon Khadija and said, "Cover me! Cover me!" They covered him till his fear was over and then he said, "O Khadija, what is wrong with me?" Then he told her everything that had happened and said, 'I fear that something may happen to me." Khadija said, 'Never! But have the glad tidings, for by Allah, Allah will never disgrace you as you keep good relations with your Kith and kin, speak the truth, help the poor and the destitute, serve your guest generously and assist the deserving, calamity-afflicted ones." Khadija then accompanied him to (her cousin) Waraqa bin Naufal bin Asad bin 'Abdul 'Uzza bin Qusai. Waraqa was the son of her paternal uncle, i.e., her father's brother, who during the Pre-Islamic Period became a Christian and used to write the Arabic writing and used to write of the Gospels in Arabic as much as Allah wished him to write. He was an old man and had lost his eyesight. Khadija said to him, "O my cousin! Listen to the story of your nephew." Waraqa asked, "O my nephew! What have you seen?" The Prophet described whatever he had seen. 

Waraqa said, "This is the same Namus (i.e., Gabriel, the Angel who keeps the secrets) whom Allah had sent to Moses. I wish I were young and could live up to the time when your people would turn you out." Allah's Apostle asked, "Will they turn me out?" Waraqa replied in the affirmative and said: "Never did a man come with something similar to what you have brought but was treated with hostility. If I should remain alive till the day when you will be turned out then I would support you strongly." But after a few days Waraqa died and the Divine Inspiration was also paused for a while and the Prophet became so sad as we have heard that he intended several times to throw himself from the tops of high mountains and every time he went up the top of a mountain in order to throw himself down, Gabriel would appear before him and say, "O Muhammad! You are indeed Allah's Apostle in truth" whereupon his heart would become quiet and he would calm down and would return home. And whenever the period of the coming of the inspiration used to become long, he would do as before, but when he used to reach the top of a mountain, Gabriel would appear before him and say to him what he had said before. (Ibn 'Abbas said regarding the meaning of: 'He it is that Cleaves the daybreak (from the darkness)' (6.96) that Al-Asbah. means the light of the sun during the day and the light of the moon at night).   Quoted from the Sahih (authentic) Hadith (traditions) of Bukhari, [2], Volume 9, number 111.

Here are additional details from Ibn Ishaq's "Sirat Rasulallah" from Guillaume's translation, "The Life of Muhammad", [3], page 106.   Words in [ ] type brackets are mine.  Words in ( ) brackets are the author's.

"So I [Muhammad] read it, and he [Gabriel] departed from me.  And I awoke from my sleep, and it was though these words were written on my heart.  (Tabari:  Now none of God's creatures was more hateful to me than an (ecstatic) poet or a man possessed:  I could not even look at them.  I thought, Woe is me poet or possessed - Never shall Quraysh say this of me! I will go to the top of the mountain and throw myself down that I may kill myself and gain rest. So I went forth to do so and then) when I was midway on the mountain, I heard a voice from heaven saying "O Muhammad! Thou are the apostle of God and I am Gabriel."
END OF QUOTE
The "Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir", (Book of the Major Classes), by Ibn Sa'd, translated by S. Moinal Haq, [4], page 225 has Muhammad saying: "O Khadija, I see light and hear sounds and I fear I am mad".

The visitations from the spirit continued.  Then they stopped for a time believed to have been from 6 months to 3 years.  When this happened, Tabari, [5], volume 6 page 76, records:

"The inspiration ceased to come to the messenger of God for a while, and he was deeply grieved.  He began to go to the tops of mountain crags, in order to fling himself from them; but every time he reached the summit of a mountain, Gabriel appeared to him and said to him, "You are the Prophet of God."  Thereupon his anxiety would subside and he would come back to himself."

Also, from Tabari Vol. 9, page 167, note 1151 says:

"The pre-Islamic Arabs believed in the demon of poetry, and they thought that a great poet was directly inspired by demons..."

This explains why Muhammad thought he was demon possessed, or influenced by demons; the Quran in many places reads like typical Arabic poetry.

In "Muhammad at Mecca", by W. M. Watt, [6], pages 40, 41, there are also references that detail Muhammad's suicidal thoughts.  Watt quotes from az-Zuhri's material.

"He (Muhammad) said, I had been meditating throwing myself from a mountain crag, but while I was so meditating, he appeared to me and said, "O Muhammad, I am Gabriel, and thou are the Messenger of God."...

Az-Zuhri said:  "There was a gap for a time in the revelation to the Messenger of God and he was very sorrowful.  He started going early to the tops of the mountains to throw himself down from them.  But whenever he reached the summit of a mountain, Gabriel would appear to him and say, "Thou are the Prophet of God."  
--------------------
INTRODUCTION

Few people are aware of Muhammad's suicide attempts.  Following his initial visitation by a spirit, that claimed to be Gabriel, Muhammad was frantic with fear and attempted suicide.  He walked up to the top of a mountain and intended to throw himself off a cliff.  This same being that caused his fear then intervened.  Later, over the course of up to the next three years, the visitations by this spirit became rare, and Muhammad would then again attempt suicide in a like manner.  Again, it was only due to the intervention of this being that Muhammad did not kill himself.  

Few Islamic leaders will teach this to their fellow Muslims because it casts a stain upon Muhammad; it brings doubt to his credibility and the credibility of his assumed "prophetic" experience.  Some Muslims deny the sources of the story.  Other, more intelligent Muslims, knowledgeable about the sources, respond by saying that the shock of the experience caused him to attempt suicide.

However, the shock of the initial experience would have worn off over the next few days, if not weeks, hardly cause for Muhammad's continued suicide attempts over the next years.
--------------------
DISCUSSION

Examine these events.  Both men had an unexpected encounter.  Paul was confronted by a Being that identified Himself as the Lord Jesus Christ; Muhammad was visited by a spiritual force that claimed to be Gabriel.

Paul was face to face with the God of the people he was persecuting.  He saw a light, heard a voice, and suddenly knew whom he was really persecuting.  We read that Paul then understood that he experienced a confrontation from God.  We see that he was not terrorized, he did not panic with fear, and he attempted no rash, desperate actions.  And following the event, God directed his people to minister to Paul; Paul was comforted, encouraged, and strengthened.

If anyone had a reason and justification to commit a rash action it was Paul.  He was forced to realize that he was persecuting and killing God's people.  What type of punishment would be meted out to him?  How could he be forgiven for the crimes against God he had committed?  Would there be any peace or comfort to be found anyplace for the rest of his life?

Instead of acting crazed, Paul somehow began to know the God he was confronted by.  Paul knew that this God was not going to exact revenge for the evil he had committed.  Paul experienced God's forgiveness and having been forgiven much now loved much.  Because of his intimate, spiritual experience, because he had tasted and seen that the Lord is good, he now submitted to God, and was determined to serve Him as ardently as he had persecuted Him.

Muhammad reacted quite differently.  It is undeniable that something distressing occurred.  He returns back to his wife bewildered, terrorized, "What's wrong with me?" he asks his wife.  Just as children hide under the covers when they are afraid of monsters in the dark, so Muhammad had his wife wrap him in a blanket; he did not want to see the cause of terror again.

Not satisfied with her comfort, he goes to the mountain instinctively knowing that something evil had happened to him.  The only way he knows how to deal with it is the final solution:  commit suicide.   But on top of the mountain this spirit intervenes, consoles him, strokes his ego, "O Muhammad, you are God's apostle".  Muhammad returns.

But it's not over.  The terror, depression, and doubt Muhammad experienced were too real, too persistent to shake.  Soothing words are eroded by the inward torments, doubts, and fears, "Woe is me poet or possessed...I will go to the top of the mountain and throw myself down that I may kill myself and gain rest."

Unlike Paul's experience, Muhammad is not comforted by anyone but this "spirit".  Muhammad is left in the lurch.  As time goes on, this spirit visits Muhammad less often, the torments and depression return, and gain strength.  He again goes to kill himself.  And, just in time, the spirit intervenes, telling him, stroking his ego again and again, he is an apostle of god.  The bouts of depression continue over the next years, the suicide attempts follow, and the spirit persists to sooth him.  Muhammad begins to believe he is a messenger of god.  A messenger of a god who's influence caused him to attempt suicide.
--------------------
PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE WHO ENCOUNTERED GOD

Let's further compare Muhammad's experience with Biblical stories of men who had experiences with God.

Noah - Gen. 6. 

God speaks to Noah and tells him that He is going to destroy the earth.  Noah does not panic, become depressed, or driven by fear.  He knows that this God speaking to him, and there is no need for rash action.  Noah knows this is God, and Noah does not become irrational.  Noah knows that this God is not going to harm him.

Abraham - Gen. 12 - 18.

God speaks to Abraham.  Abraham does not panic, Abraham is not bewildered, Abraham does not doubt or become depressed, Abraham believes and obeys.  God visited Abraham, yet neither he nor Sarah attempts any rash actions.
 
Moses - Ex. 3 - 34

God appeared to Moses in the burning bush.  Moses was afraid to look at God but Moses does not act paranoid.  He knew that this God was not a God of terror.  Moses did not run back to his family frightened out of his mind.  Moses did not become depressed over the event, thinking he was possessed or bewitched.  Instead, because Moses personally experienced this God and knew he could trust this God, Moses knew and obeyed.

Isaiah - Isaiah 6

Isaiah had a powerful vision and experience of God.  Yet he did not lose his mind, he was not driven by dread of God.  He feared God because of the sin in his heart, and the sinfulness of the people he dwelt among, but he did not panic.  During this experience he realized God had forgiven him and accepted him.  Because he experienced the real God, Isaiah did not attempt suicide or any other rash action.  His mind was sound, he did not need to have a "spirit" continue to sooth him.

Mary - Luke 1.

The real Gabriel also visited Mary.  She too was perplexed and afraid.  But during her experience with Gabriel, she gained confidence and strength.  She knew God loved her.  She did not become irrational or depressed, and she did not run around frightened out of her mind.  She did not attempt suicide.  Instead, because she experienced the living God, she knew she was loved and accepted.  She knew this God was real, and she had nothing to fear.

Jesus - Mark 1.

When Jesus Christ began His ministry, He was baptized in water.  The Holy Spirit descended upon Him.  God spoke from heaven, and the people there heard God speak, "This is my beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased."  There were no panic attacks, depression, or doubt.  

And, after Jesus was challenged by Satan in the desert He was ministered to by the angels.  But Muhammad was ministered to by none.  You get the feeling that instead of ministering, those spirits haunted him.  Satan told Jesus "If you are the Son of God, throw Yourself down", the spirit told Muhammad to not throw himself down - he was the apostle of Allah.

As I read the stories about people in the Bible who encountered God I do not find anything that resembles Muhammad's experience.  These people actually met God, while Muhammad's entire prophethood rests only upon what a spirit interface told him.  These people were filled with a reverent fear, but never became depressed as a result of their experience.  These people fellowshipped with God.  Some walked with Him, to other's He revealed Himself.  None of them contemplated suicide.  But many times over a course of up to three years, Muhammad tried to commit suicide, and each time this "spirit" stopped him.  What plans did this spirit have in store for him?
ANOTHER PERSON INFLUENCED BY SATAN 

On the other hand examine Judas.  Satan put it into his heart to betray Christ; Satan entered Judas.  And when Judas came to his facilities he committed suicide.  When Muhammad had period of clear thought, without the influence of a spirit, he attempted suicide.  (Ref. John 13 and Acts 1).

Also when Jesus cast out demons from a man, the demons entered a herd of pigs.  What did the pigs do?  They went mad and killed themselves - running into the sea where they drowned.  These demon possessed pigs committed suicide!
-----------------
OTHER REFERENCES TO MUHAMMAD AND DEMONIC EXPERIENCES

Even in the Quran, [7], there are references that people believed that Muhammad was possessed or influenced by demons.
Sura 81:22-25 says, "No, your compatriot [Muhammad] is not mad.  He saw him [Gabriel] on the clear horizon.  He does not grudge the secrets of the unseen, nor is this the utterance of an accursed devil."
Sura 69:41, 42 say, "It [the Quran] is no poet's speech:  scant is your faith!  It is no soothsayer's divination:  how little you reflect!  It is revelation from the Lord of the Universe.

Here Muhammad is saying to his critics that he really saw an angel, and his words are not from a devil, or from his own imagination.  No doubt the people living at that time thought he was inspired by a devil, so Muhammad spoke these words, as the Quran, in self-defense.
An experience Muhammad had as a child.

When Muhammad was a child a Bedouin woman nursed him.  During this time he had an experience with "two men in white raiment".  Here is W. M. Watt's translation of Ibn Ishaq's biography of Muhammad, page 36:

"...two men in white clothes came to me with a golden basin full of snow.  They took me and split open my body, then they took my heart and split it open and took out from it a black clot which they flung away.  Then they washed my heart and my body with that snow until they made them pure." 

This event deeply disturbed the Bedouins and they returned Muhammad to his mother.  Here is the story told by Muhammad's wet-nurse, related in Guillaume's translation of Ibn Ishaq, page 72:

"His [Muhammad's friend's] father said to me, "I am afraid that this child has had a stroke, so take him back to his family before the result appears. .....   She [Muhammad's mother] asked me what happened and gave me no peace until I told her.  When she asked if I feared a demon had possessed him, I replied that I did."

Even in his childhood, some people thought he was demon possessed.  Note that even Muhammad's wet-nurse believed he had been demon possessed.  One expects a degree of attachment between the two, since she cared for and nursed him.  And note it was Muhammad's mother that brought up the possibility of him being demon possessed.  So it is peculiar that both the mother would suggest it and the wet nurse would return Muhammad in those circumstances:  something alarming actually occurred.
-----------------
            What are the possibilities of who and what these experiences can be attributed?  The things that come to mind are that:
1)
Muhammad did indeed have a visit from Gabriel.
2)
Muhammad was visited by a demon, or Satan himself.
3)
Muhammad experienced some type of delusion.
4)
Muhammad suffered from some type of epilepsy or other mental problem.
5)
A combination of #s 2, 3, and / or 4.
Let's recap.

From his youth, some people close to him thought he was demon possessed.   Later in life, Muhammad's encounter with a spirit, the so-called "Gabriel", deeply disturbs him, and he thinks he is demon possessed.  He becomes very depressed, filled with fear, and attempts suicide.  But he is stopped only when this spirit appears and says he is an apostle.  Later, when these visitations become infrequent, he again goes and tries to commit suicide.  Each time the spirit intervenes.  As time went on people continued to think Muhammad was demon inspired.
--------------------
INFORMATION ON SUICIDE AND MENTAL ILLNESS

At this point, we should review mental illness related to suicide.  Muhammad attempted suicide many times.  This was not simply a one shot affair because of a traumatic experience he had.  This was his state of mind for quite some time.

The website: http://www.save.org/question.html contains some general questions regarding the mental health of a person who attempts suicide.  I have added the prefaces of QUESTION and ANSWER, etc. My prefaces are in all caps.  Here are some excerpts:
QUESTION
Why do people kill themselves? 
ANSWER
Most of the time people who kill themselves are very sick with depression or one of the other types of depressive illnesses, which occur when the chemicals in a person's brain get out of balance or become disrupted in some way. Healthy people do not kill themselves. A person who has depression does not think like a typical person who is feeling good. Their illness prevents them from being able to look forward to anything. They can only think about NOW and have lost the ability to imagine into the future. Many times they don't realize they are suffering from a treatable illness and they feel they can't be helped. Seeking help may not even enter their mind. They do not think of the people around them, family or friends, because of their illness. They are consumed with emotional, and many times, physical pain that becomes unbearable. They don't see any way out. They feel hopeless and helpless. They don't want to die, but it's the only way they feel their pain will end. It is a non-rational choice.
This website goes into more detail: http://www.save.org/depfacts.html 
QUESTION
WHAT ARE DEPRESSIVE ILLNESSES? 
ANSWER
They are total-body illnesses that affect a person's thoughts, feelings, behavior, and physical health and appearance. They affect all areas of a person's life - home, work, school, and social life. These illnesses are different from ordinary blues - which are normal feelings that eventually pass. Depressive illnesses last for months or years with varying patterns. A person with a depressive illness cannot talk themselves into feeling good. 
They cannot snap themselves out of it. Suffering or not suffering from these illnesses does not have anything to do with a person's willpower...
QUESTION
WHAT IS ANXIETY?
ANSWER

Anxiety is feeling excessive fear, nervousness or worrying that something bad might happen, even though there is no logical or specific reason to be afraid. Many times depressive illnesses and anxiety go hand in hand. Various types of anxiety disorders include:

Panic Disorder - panic attacks occur with symptoms of dizziness, rapid heartbeat, feelings of faintness or detachment from body, shortness of breath, nausea, diarrhea, numbness or tingling in arms/legs, trembling, flushes or chills, fear of dying, the immediate need to flee the situation which has triggered the attack.

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder - this disorder can occur as a result of an emotional or physical trauma such as a car or plane crash, physical/sexual assault, war, or natural disaster. Symptoms such as flashbacks or nightmares may suddenly begin happening years after the event took place, resulting in social isolation, panic attacks, angry outbursts or substance abuse, which may be an attempt to forget.
END OF QUOTES
--------------------
SOME COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

While I am not a psychiatrist, it is obvious that anyone who consistently attempts suicide over a period of years is suffering from some type of mental illness.  Is this the work of God?  Muhammad attempted suicide many times.  His mental illness stemmed from the terrifying experience he had with that spirit. Would God cause His chosen prophet to become mentally imbalanced? We see that in the Bible, God always edified and strengthened the people who first encountered Him.  But in Muhammad's case the opposite is true.  Instead of being strengthened, Muhammad was weakened.  Instead of being full of confidence, Muhammad was full of fear, instead of knowing the path, Muhammad was left in doubt.

Wouldn't God's peace and love comfort Muhammad's heart so that Muhammad did not need to continue to attempt suicide?  What a horrible track record for "Allah".  God does not work that way.  God's presence certainly did not cause Paul, Abraham, Noah, or Mary to become depressed, lose hope, and commit rash acts.  Even Paul, while being physically beaten and imprisoned later in his life, did not lose hope, or give in to depression, but rather, he praised the God he knew.  (Acts 16:22-31).

Additionally, we are able to deduce something about Muhammad's pre-Islamic faith: he did not know the true God, and whatever faith he had was very weak. Had he had a relationship with God, or had a faith in the true God, he would have sought God and prayed to Him for help. Instead Muhammad wallowed in deep suicidal depression for some 3 years.

On the other hand, following his experience with the spirit, Muhammad became suicidal.  And as time goes on he continues to be suicidal.  All the while he wonders, deep down, if he is demon possessed.  A rational person would judge that whatever happened to Muhammad had damaged his mental state.   If he were alive today he would be considered to be mentally ill, given drugs, institutionalized, and considered dangerous to himself.
WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN?

Muhammad had a painful experience.  It demented him.  He suffered from the experience.  What is the real power behind an experience that causes a man to become suicidal for up to three years?

Jesus predicted false prophets would arise and mislead many.  If Jesus were telling the truth, then we should expect such false prophets to rise up, and be successful in misleading people.  

"And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray."  Matt 24:11.

Satan would seek out and try to use false prophets.  Muhammad, as a false prophet, was certainly successful.  For people to choose to follow Muhammad means they are rejecting what Jesus taught; they are rejecting Christ Himself.  They are rejecting God.  Judging from Muhammad's experience, and from what Muhammad later did and taught, doesn't it make sense that it was a Satanic power that affected and motivated Muhammad?
-------------------
KEY REFERENCES FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT ON SATANIC ACTIVITY

An important note: people were receiving messages from "angels" long before Muhammad showed up. There are two key verses in the New Testament.
2 Cor. 11:14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades an angel of light.
Gal. 1:8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!

"Satan masquerades as an angel of light". This is exactly what happened to Muhammad.  Go back to the description of his "revelation" experience.  He experienced "light" inside the seclusion of the cave.  Joseph Smith, another false prophet, also was visited by an angel who gave him a false message.
-------------------
CONCLUSION
"God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind" -2 Tim 1:7.

My conclusion is that Muhammad experienced a demonic visitation and it damaged his mental health.  Satan or one of his demons appeared to Muhammad.  This horrible experience terrorized him, depressed him, and caused him to attempt suicide.  It made him mentally ill.  However Satan protected his investment.  When Muhammad was left alone the truth about what really happened depressed and frightened him.  It would always surface in his mind.  It was only through Satan's deceptive influence that kept Muhammad from killing himself.  Finally, after a period of time, Muhammad's mind was seared.  Satan had won a prize.  Jesus said that Satan was a murderer from the beginning.  As Muhammad went through the rest of his life, the more power he gained, the more dominion and conquest he sought, the more blood was shed.  All the while, he kept telling himself and others what Satan had told him many years before, "I am the apostle of God."
----------------
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NOTES ON THE SOURCE MATERIAL

Muhammad's suicide attempts are documented in several prominent Islamic source materials:  Bukhari's "Sahih" collection of Hadith, Ibn Ishaq's "Sirat Rasulallah", Ibn Sa'd's, "Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir", and Tabari's "Ta'rikh al-rulul wa'l-muluk". These source materials form the basis of much of Islam today.  Bukhari's Sahih Hadith is considered to be the second most important set of writings in Islam, following the Quran.  Ibn Ishaq's work is considered to be the most authentic extant biography of Muhammad, and Tabari's History is the best historical collection on early Islam.
Comments on a response to Muhammad’s suicide attempts
Authored by "Silas" (A Catholic priest) – September 9, 2003 - All emphases are the author’s

http://www.answering-islam.org/Silas/fatrah.htm
INTRODUCTION
A Muslim writer, MENJ, wrote a response to my article "Muhammad’s Suicide Attempts" (http://answering-islam.org/Silas/suicide.htm). MENJ’s response is found here: http://www.bismikaallahuma.org/Muhammad/fatrah.htm.

I have three series of comments on his response:

1 Elaboration on critical points that the reader may overlook.

2 Comments on MENJ's misunderstandings, mistakes, and misrepresentations.

3 Discussion of the validity for the justification of the "Fatrah".

Please note that Mr. Sam Shamoun also wrote a detailed response to MENJ’s article available under this address: http://answering-islam.org/Responses/Menj/fatrah.htm. I will not belabor points and refutations already established by Sam Shamoun.


ELABORATION ON CRITICAL POINTS

1)   Do not overlook the most important point: Muhammad was suicidal! People not familiar with Islam need to understand this and Muslims need to acknowledge it. Do not miss the big picture. Islam’s root, Islam’s foundation, Islam’s source, is revealed in Muhammad's experience! You want to know about the root of Islam? Then know its beginning. If Satan met with Muhammad in the cave then Islam is indeed a spiritual and physical poison in humanity’s body. If poison is mixed with hot chocolate, the drink may taste good, but nonetheless it is still lethal.

2)   I emphasize Muhammad became suicidal after his experience and remained in that suicidal state because I want people to think about it. I showed in my original article that suicidal people have a mental disease. And, as a result of his experience Muhammad became depressed and suicidal. Muhammad had a mental disease that caused him to live in the darkness of doubt and fear. Is the true God the author of Muhammad's horrible experience? Or did Satan cause him such pain?

3)   No prophets in the Bible, (the Bible endorsed by the Quran itself), became suicidal because of an experience with God. In fact, the contrary occurred. Many people visited by God, or His angel, received a wonderful sense of peace, joy, and of love. These spiritual experiences correspond to the Biblical verse, "The Kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit," (Romans 14:17). Prophets have been challenged by their suffering and rejection, and often despaired of deliverance. But those emotions are due to external conditions thrust upon them. They are not due to doubt about the source of their spiritual experience and fear of demonic possession.

4)   On the other hand, Satan's touch or possession causes mental anguish. Cases in point: a) After Satan influenced Judas, Judas betrayed Jesus and later committed suicide, b) When Jesus allowed demons to enter a herd of pigs they went berserk and rushed into a lake and drowned, c) there are various NT accounts of demon possessed people harming themselves.

5)   All of the early Islamic sources state that Muhammad believed he had become mad or demon possessed. His suicide attempts were the result of this horrible experience. Many of Muhammad's actions following his experience point to demonic possession or influence. At one point he was filled with dread, ran to his wife, and asked to be wrapped up much like a child hides under the blankets from an imagined monster. Imagine the fear he felt. What an incredible amount of terror Muhammad experienced causing him to cower like a small child.

6)   Jesus said that Satan was a murderer and liar. As Muhammad gained power he had many people murdered in cold blood. Muhammad's trail of blood grew ever wider as he grew in power. He did not bring peace, he brought suffering and death. Muhammad's actions, Muhammad's fruit, make him Satan's emissary, not God's prophet. If we judge real Islam by its fruit, i.e. the actions and teachings of Muhammad and his closest followers, then I say that Islam’s fruit was very bad. You can read about this fruit in a series of seven articles beginning with http://answering-islam.org/Silas/rf1_mhd_wealth.htm.
Additionally, you can read about Muhammad’s deeds of darkness in many articles I’ve, and others, have written. For example Muhammad’s murder of an old man: http://answering-islam.org/Silas/abu-afak.htm.

7)   Does my statement above sound too strong? Take a look at the Islamic world today. Wherever you find committed Muslims you find Satan’s fruit. Muslims are murdering and bombing people in Russia, Indonesia, Pakistan, India, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Palestine, Algeria, America, Turkey, and so on. Why is this? What is the link between Islam and violence? What is the true root of this violence?


RESPONSE TO MENJ'S ERRORS

MENJ argues several points:

1)   The period of time between Muhammad’s first experience with the spirit in the cave and the time he began to publicly preach was from a few days to six months:

But it is most certainly reasonable to maintain that it was in fact short, lasting only a matter of days or a few months and not exceeding six at the most.

2)   The Biblical prophets experienced similar things to Muhammad:
That this experience of the first Revelation, so uncannily similar to the Biblical prophets mentioned...

3)   This period of time was a transition period from private to public ministry, and this time had an actual value, or significance:
No doubt that the religious significance of the Fatrah is that it marks the transition from Nubuwwah (Prophethood) to a state of Risalah (Apostleship) for the Prophet

I will address the first point in detail, and make just a few comments upon point 2 because it is refuted completely by Sam Shamoun’s article, and discuss point 3 briefly.

MY POSITION

All readers please note: I am not creating something from nothing. I am not taking Muhammad’s experience and fancifully formulating it to be identified as demonic possession or influence. The Islamic sources state Muhammad had an encounter with a spirit, believed he was demon possessed, became deeply depressed, and attempted suicide many times. Therefore, my position concerning Muhammad's experience and state is that I agree with his initial analysis: he was demonically influenced.

First question to MENJ: Do you agree that after Muhammad’s initial experience he became deeply depressed and attempted suicide several times?


THE SOURCES

MENJ implies that I quote only from Ibn Ishaq:

The aforementioned missionary then proceeded to quote from Ibn Ishaq's Sirat Rasul Allah [1] in order to justify his claim.

I question MENJ’s comprehension or forthrightness. Read my article and note that I quote from Bukhari, Ibn Ishaq, Ibn Sa’d, Tabari, Watt, the Quran, and the Bible. In fact Bukhari’s collection details Muhammad’s subsequent suicide attempts.
Here is the quote from Bukhari:

And whenever the period of the coming of the inspiration used to become long, he would do as before, but when he used to reach the top of a mountain, Gabriel would appear before him and say to him what he had said before ... Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol 9, number 111

If MENJ is going to deal adequately with my argument he has to tell his readers that I use many Islamic sources in establishing Muhammad’s suicide attempts and deal with all their writings.


SIR WILLIAM MUIR

MENJ quotes Sir William Muir, the great Islamic scholar, on Muhammad’s sincerity to support his position that Muhammad's mental illness and suicide attempts are acceptable:

It is strongly corroborative of Muhammad's sincerity that the earliest converts to Islam were not only of upright character, but his own bosom friends and people of his household who, intimately acquainted with his private life, could not fail otherwise to have detected those discrepancies which ever more or less exist between the professions of the hypocritical deceiver abroad and his actions at home. The faithful Khadijah is already known to the reader as sharer in her husband's searching of heart and probably the first convert to his creed.

MENJ commits a foolish error here and quotes a passage completely off the subject! The quotation is irrelevant to this discussion. MENJ’s desperation caused him to grasp for straws to salvage Muhammad’s reputation. Does being sincere alleviate concerns about madness or suicidal tendencies? Of course not! If anything, Muhammad’s sincerity indicates that a demonic power caused his unstable mental condition.
The passage addresses Muhammad's sincerity, not his sanity or source of inspiration. A crazy man, demon-possessed man, a suicidal man, can all be sincere. Sincerity is not necessarily a test of truth or of prophethood.

Muir was a critic of Muhammad. He did not believe Muhammad was from God. You can read some of Muir’s quotes concerning this in Sam Shamoun’s article. Read a couple of them and you’ll see that Muir thought about Muhammad like I think about him: Muhammad was a sincere false prophet!


ADDRESSING THE FATRAH’S LENGTH (1): MENJ’S CONFUSION

MENJ gets confused commenting upon the duration of the "Fatrah", or the time between revelations. His writing shows that he cannot comprehend what he reads. Take a look:

First MENJ quotes Yusuf Ali who states that it could have been up to two years:

...the duration cannot be exactly ascertained, as there was no external history connected with it. The usual estimate puts it at about six months, but it may have been a year or two years.

Then MENJ writes that there is no uniform agreement on the duration:
As we can see, there is no unanimity between scholars as to the duration of Fatrah of the Prophet.

But then MENJ states:
But it is most certainly reasonable to maintain that it was in fact short, lasting only a matter of days or a few months and not exceeding six at the most.

I have two more questions for MENJ:
1)   If "there is no uniformity of agreement", and since you quote Ali who states "two years", why is it now reasonable to assume it lasted a few days or months instead of two or even three years that Ali, and other cited scholars, have stated?

2)   If Muhammad were suicidal for just 6 months, would that be more acceptable to you, and somehow alleviate the concern that what happened to Muhammad was Satanic in origin? It certainly does not alleviate my concern. Imagine walking into a psychiatrist’s office and telling him, "I’ve had an experience that terrified me, depressed me, and caused me to be suicidal for the past six months, but I think I’m all better now." I’m sure he would raise an eyebrow and ask you to have a seat on his couch.


MORE DETAILS ON THE LENGTH OF THE FATRAH

Since MENJ thinks Muir is credible enough to quote on Muhammad’s sincerity, let’s take a look at what Muir writes on the fatrah’s duration. Isn’t that fair? I’ll point out that this quote is from the very same book MENJ used, page 51.

The period succeeding the revelation of the 96th Sura, during which inspiration was suspended, and Mohammad in despondency contemplated suicide, is generally represented as of longer duration than in the above statement. The interval [which is called the fetra] is variously held to have lasted from six months to three years. Sir William Muir, "The Life of Muhammad", p. 51.

Why did MENJ fail to post this? Is MENJ hiding evidence from his readers? I call MENJ on his surreptitious or shoddy omission.

MENJ quotes from Zakaria Bashier's "The Meccan Crucible", but MENJ has only provided Bashier's conjecture or conclusions without providing substantial material. MENJ posts from Ibn Sa'd's writings as conclusive proof that the Fatrah could only be very short in duration...

After the revelation came to him (Muhammad) at Hira, he waited for some days in which he did not see Gabriel. He then grieved tremendously and so great was his grief that he frequented Thubayr and Hira (two mountains overlooking Mecca) with the intention of throwing himself down from their peaks. One day, as he was wandering amongst these mountains, he heard a voice from heaven. The Messenger of God stopped, greatly shaken by the voice. Then he looked up, and it was Gabriel sitting on a throne between the ground and the sky, 'O Muhammad! Thou art the Messenger of God and I am Gabriel’

But MENJ seems to have overlooked the other accounts I provided that state this experience was repeated many times during Muhammad's time of depression. Let’s take a look at some of the other sources and analysis.

a)   HERE AGAIN IS BUKHARI
... But after a few days Waraqa died and the Divine Inspiration was also paused for a while and the Prophet became so sad as we have heard that he intended several times to throw himself from the tops of high mountains and every time he went up the top of a mountain in order to throw himself down, Gabriel would appear before him and say, "O Muhammad! You are indeed Allah's Apostle in truth" whereupon his heart would become quiet and he would calm down and would return home. And whenever the period of the coming of the inspiration used to become long, he would do as before, but when he used to reach the top of a mountain, Gabriel would appear before him and say to him what he had said before…. Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol 9, number 111.

COMMENT

Bukhari illustrates that each time Muhammad went up to the mountains to kill himself, this "Gabriel" would appear to him and comfort him. Bukhari implies that there were several long periods of time before Muhammad stopped attempting suicide. Bukhari corroborates Ibn Sa’d, but adds the fact that the suicide attempts persisted! Note, that it was only this spirit, this "Gabriel", that stopped Muhammad from killing himself.


b)   AZ-ZUHRI
W. M. Watt quotes from an early Muslim writer named az-Zuhri.

Az-Zuhri said: There was a gap for a time in the revelation to the Messenger of God, and he was very sorrowful. He started going early to the tops of the mountains to throw himself down from them. But whenever he reached the summit of a mountain, Gabriel would appear to him and say, Thou art the Prophet of God. At that his restlessness would cease and his self would return to him. W. M. Watt, "Muhammad at Mecca", page 41.

Watt analyzes az-Zuhri’s body of writings on this event from pages 41 through 52. Watt sums up his position on the length of the Fatrah on pages 48 through 50:

It is unlikely, however, that it should have lasted three years as is sometimes suggested; this figure is possibly due to confusion with the duration of the non-public ministry. These considerations suggest that there probably was some gap in Muhammad’s religious experience; az-Zuhri’s conjecture (for such I take it to be) that it came immediately before the beginning of the public ministry is not strong evidence but is quite probable.

The picture which is formed when these uncertain details are fitted together is somewhat as follows. There was what we might call a preparatory stage in Muhammad’s career as prophet, lasting three years. In this he apparently began to receive revelation of some sort; in the Asrafil traditions it says that Muhammad "heard his voice but did not see his figure". The first part of Surat al-‘Alaq and Surat ad-Duha may belong here; they may also have been revelations of a more private character which Muhammad did not consider to form part of the Quran. Towards the end of the three years one might place the Fatrah...

The thought of suicide, however, could hardly have been attributed to Muhammad, one would think, unless he had said something which gave a basis for the attribution. It goes beyond the exegesis of Surat ad-Duha. Moreover, such a period of despair would fit in with the accounts of the Fatrah. This does, therefore, seem to give us some real information about Muhammad.

COMMENT

Watt’s position is that the Fatrah, and Muhammad’s subsequent suicide attempts, occurred a short time before he began public ministry. Therefore Watt is implying that Muhammad’s next series of suicide attempts occurred some three years after those that followed his initial encounter. I.e. Muhammad’s mental state was so fragile that even after his initial experience, even after Khadija’s encouragement and meeting with Waraqa, and even after the personal instruction he received from another spirit, "Asrafil", Muhammad’s mind collapsed and he returned to suicidal tendencies. This is a mark of a man with a mental disease and unstable mind.


c)   IBN KATHIR
Ibn Kathir provides expository, additional details, and another analysis of Muhammad’s experience in "The Life of the Prophet Muhammad", volume 1, from pages 278, through 301, (Al-Sira al-Nabawiyya), translated by Trevor Le Gassick, published by Garnet Publishing, Reading, UK).

Here are some quotes. Ibn Kathir cites Bukhari:

The Messenger of God returned home with this, his heart palpitating. He went in to Khadija, daughter of Khuwaylid, and said, "Wrap me up! Wrap me up! They did so until the terror left him. He then spoke to Khadija, telling her what had happened, saying, "I was afraid for myself." (Page 279)

Not long thereafter Waraqa dies, and the revelation waned for a period, so that the Messenger of God was so depressed - as we have been told - that he would frequently feel like throwing himself down from the summits of high mountains. Whenever he reached the top of a mountain, to throw himself down, Gabriel would appear and say, "O Muhammad, you are in truth the Messenger of God! This would relieve his distress and he would return down. And if the inspiration was again long incoming, he would feel and do the same. (Pages 279, 280)

Thereupon he choked me till I thought it meant death. But then he released me. (Page 280)

... that the Messenger of God received his mission when he was 40 years old. The angel Israfil was entrusted with his prophethood for three years, during which he would teach him words and facts; the Quran was not revealed then. After those three years Gabriel was entrusted with his prophethood and the Quran was revealed through his voice over a 20 year period, 10 in Mecca and 10 in Medina. The prophet died when he was 63 years old ... This chain of authorities back to al-Sha’bi is a correct one. It establishes that Israfil was entrusted with him for a 3-year period after his age of 40, and that Gabriel came thereafter. (Page 281)

Abu Shama stated, "The Messenger of God used to see strange visions before his mission." (Page 282)

Some authorities state that the intermission lasted for approximately two years, or two years and a half. (Page 300)

COMMENT

Ibn Kathir writes that Gabriel did not instruct Muhammad for 3 years and during that time another spirit, "Israfil" interacted with Muhammad. And all the sources tell us that it was only Gabriel that could calm down Muhammad and keep him from committing suicide. During this time Muhammad was without Quranic revelation. Hence he was unsure, depressed, and attempted suicide several times. It was only the intervention of Gabriel, at the last minute, that stopped him from killing himself.


d)   IBN SA’D

Verily the Apostle of Allah was commissioned to prophethood when he was forty years old. Saraphel was with him for three years, then he was replaced by Gabriel who remained with him… (Ibn Sa’d, Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir, volume 1, page 220)

COMMENT

Ibn Sa’d also details the three-year period during which Muhammad was not instructed by Gabriel.


e)   A MUSLIM WEBSITE
Below is a quote from an Islamic website on the duration of the Fatrah:
Along with this discreet spread of Islam came hardship, and continuing self-doubt and need for reassurance. Muhammad's (S) doubts about the nature of what was happening to him must have been exacerbated during a long period (six months to two years called fatrah or break) without any revelation. (Source: http://www.ispi-usa.org/muhammad/muhammad8.html)


SUMMARY ON THE FATRAH’S DURATION

MENJ wrote:

"As we can see, there is no unanimity between scholars as to the duration of Fatrah of the Prophet."

I agree with this. But there does seem to be a general consensus that there was a period of three years between his first experience with the spirit and the ensuing lack of revelation from the spirit, and the beginning of his public ministry.
We do know that during this time of no "revelation" Muhammad was suicidal. Perhaps it was only for the six months, or perhaps his suicide attempts extended over the course of the three years. We don’t know for certain. But he was doubtful, depressed, and suicidal during this time.

Muhammad’s suicidal tendencies were all related to his initial experience. He believed he had become demon possessed and therefore sought to end his life. Only when this spirit "Gabriel" showed up and reassured him that he was God’s man did Muhammad calm down. Satan was indeed protecting his investment.


THE EXPERIENCES OF THE BIBLICAL PROPHETS (2)

Sam Shamoun refuted MENJ’s unsubstantiated position that Muhammad’s experience was similar to the Biblical prophet’s experience. Clearly, MENJ is wrong. Despite MENJ’s appeal to Karen Armstrong’s writings, (please, she is not a scholar and if any of you are interested in learning about Islam, don’t waste your time and money on her books), MENJ is unable to provide material that correlates their experiences. Sam Shamoun challenges MENJ to provide some material and I’ll repeat Sam’s challenges to MENJ here:

a) Please find one biblical prophet who thought that he was demon-possessed after his encounter with God.

b) Please find one biblical prophet who contemplated suicide as a result of thinking that he was demon-possessed.

c) Please find one biblical prophet who fell under Satanic possession, or was bewitched either by a sorcerer, occultist, Satanist, demon etc.

Come MENJ, bring forth your proof! Can MENJ meet the challenge? Of course he can’t. None of the Biblical prophets experienced what Muhammad experienced and none of them reacted the way Muhammad reacted.


COMMENTS ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE FATRAH (3)

It’s obvious that Muslims need to make some sense of it all. This embarrassment haunts them. They need to rationalize this "intermission" and Muhammad’s subsequent suicide attempts. Some suggest that this was a time for Muhammad’s personal training and marked a transition period from private to public ministry. MENJ wrote:

No doubt that the religious significance of the Fatrah is that it marks the transition from Nubuwwah (Prophethood) to a state of Risalah (Apostleship) for the Prophet

Now think about their rhetoric and reasoning for a minute. Why wasn’t Muhammad sound in mind through this time? What nagging doubts and fears were at work in his soul that caused him to frequently attempt suicide? Couldn’t God have calmed his soul once and for all? Why did this 6-month to 3 year period have to exclude revelation? Why would God leave His man in the lurch? The "training period" excuse doesn’t hold water. There is no reason or justification for the "revelation" to have stopped, or for God’s failure to comfort Muhammad properly.
I believe that this was a time in which Satan continued to strive for domination over Muhammad’s mind and soul. This was a Satanic jihad. Muhammad struggled with what he knew was happening, was confused, and could not cope. His conscience told him something terrible had happened and he tried to address the pain through suicide. But Satan deceived him into thinking that perhaps he truly was a prophet. Slowly Satan took control.

I am not saying that Muhammad was demon possessed; I am saying he was influenced strongly by Satan. Satan put his bridle on Muhammad’s soul and placed his bit in Muhammad’s mind. Muhammad struggled but was eventually tamed. All the while Satan played against Muhammad’s sanity, fear, and self-doubt. When Muhammad began his public ministry, Satan’s deep work was done.


MORE INFORMATION ON SUICIDE RELATED TO MUHAMMAD’S SUICIDE ATTEMPTS

Muhammad suffered great anguish and was suicidal. He is to be pitied during this time. Below are references from webpages that deal with suicide. Note how many of the symptoms described below fit Muhammad perfectly.

Why do people kill themselves?
Experts in the field suggest that a suicidal person is feeling so much pain that they can see no other option. They feel that they are a burden to others, and in desperation see death as a way to escape their overwhelming pain and anguish. The suicidal state of mind has been described as constricted, filled with a sense of self-hatred, rejection, and hopelessness. (http://www.siec.ca/faq/suicide/faq.asp?faqID=2)

Emotional and behavioral changes associated with suicide
Overwhelming Pain: pain that threatens to exceed the person's pain coping capacities. Suicidal feelings are often the result of longstanding problems that have been exacerbated by recent precipitating events. The precipitating factors may be new pain or the loss of pain coping resources.

Hopelessness: the feeling that the pain will continue or get worse; things will never get better.
Social isolation; or association with a group that has different moral standards than those of the family.
Declining interest in sex, friends, or activities previously enjoyed. (http://www.rochford.org/suicide/inform/warnings/)


CONCLUSION

Muslims try to justify Muhammad’s deep depression and suicide attempts by saying that his experience was similar to the Biblical prophets’ experiences, and that the length of time was short. They add that the reason for this is Muhammad’s training.

None of these reasons hold water, and their ship of logic sinks. None of the Biblical prophets were suicidal, and a person in a suicidal state for 6 months is in very bad shape. If the length of the Fatrah were only six months it would not paint a rosier picture of the tragic event. Furthermore many of the earliest Islamic source materials state that this period lasted for up to 3 years. Finally, training or transition is no excuse for Muhammad’s deteriorated state during this time.

Muhammad was a false prophet. Jesus predicted such false prophets would come:

"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Matthew 7:15, 16.


WORD TO THE MUSLIM

Do not trust in Muhammad’s teachings to guide you to truth and salvation. Do not trust in Muhammad’s word for guidance. Trusting in a false prophet’s word, even if you are sincere, will not earn you entrance into Paradise.


PRAYER FOR SALVATION

This prayer is written for anyone. This includes Muslims who are seeking the truth and who want to know God in a personal and truthful way.

"Lord Jesus, I believe in You. I believe that You are the Son of God and the Lord. I believe that You died for my sins and were raised from the dead. I confess that I am a sinner and I ask You to come into my heart, cleanse me from my sins, and forgive me for my sins. I turn to follow and obey You – I put my faith in you. I now receive You as Messiah and Lord and totally commit my life to You." Amen.

*
Muhammad and the Demons
Authored by "Silas" (A Catholic priest) – June 18, 1998/October 10, 2001 - All emphases are the author’s

http://www.answering-islam.org/Silas/demons.htm
PART 1
 MUHAMMAD'S EXPERIENCES WITH SPIRITS
[NOTE:  My comments in the source material are in [  ] type brackets.  Source author's / translator's quotes are in (  ) type brackets.]
1)
An experience Muhammad had as a child.

When Muhammad was a child he was nursed by a Bedouin woman.  During this time he had an experience with "two men in white raiment".  Here is W. M. Watt's translation of Ibn Ishaq's biography of Muhammad, page 36:

"...two men in white clothes came to me with a golden basin full of snow.  They took me and split open my body, then they took my heart and split it open and took out from it a black clot which they flung away.  Then they washed my heart and my body with that snow until they made them pure."  [1]

This event deeply disturbed the Bedouins and they returned Muhammad to his mother.  Here is the story told by Muhammad's wet-nurse, related in Guillaume's translation of Ibn Ishaq, page 72:

"His [Muhammad's friend's] father said to me, "I am afraid that this child has had a stroke, so take him back to his family before the result appears. .....   She [Muhammad's mother] asked me what happened and gave me no peace until I told her.  When she asked if I feared a demon had possessed him, I replied that I did."  [2]

Note that Muhammad's wet-nurse believed he had been possessed by a demon.  One would expect some degree of attachment between the two, since she nursed him, so it is extraordinary that she would return him in those circumstances:  something very troubling actually occurred.
 

2)
Muhammad's experience in the cave - his call to "prophethood".
Quoting from the Hadith of Bukhari, 9.111:
Narrated 'Aisha:
The commencement of the Divine Inspiration to Allah's Apostle was in the form of good righteous (true) dreams in his sleep. He never had a dream but that it came true like bright day light. He used to go in seclusion (the cave of) Hira where he used to worship (Allah Alone) continuously for many (days) nights. He used to take with him the journey food for that (stay) and then come back to (his wife) Khadija to take his food like-wise again for another period to stay, till suddenly the Truth descended upon him while he was in the cave of Hira. The angel came to him in it and asked him to read. The Prophet replied, "I do not know how to read." 
(The Prophet added), "The angel caught me (forcefully) and pressed me so hard that I could not bear it anymore. He then released me and again asked me to read, and I replied, "I do not know how to read," whereupon he caught me again and pressed me a second time till I could not bear it anymore.  He then released me and asked me again to read, but again I replied, "I do not know how to read (or, what shall I read?)." Thereupon he caught me for the third time and pressed me and then released me and said, "Read: In the Name of your Lord, Who has created (all that exists). Has created man from a clot. Read and Your Lord is Most Generous...up to..... ..that which he knew not." (96.15) 
Then Allah's Apostle returned with the Inspiration, his neck muscles twitching with terror till he entered upon Khadija and said, "Cover me! Cover me!" They covered him till his fear was over and then he said, "O Khadija, what is wrong with me?" Then he told her everything that had happened and said, 'I fear that something may happen to me." Khadija said, 'Never! But have the glad tidings, for by Allah, Allah will never disgrace you as you keep good relations with your Kith and kin, speak the truth, help the poor and the destitute, serve your guest generously and assist the deserving, calamity-afflicted ones." 
... But after a few days Waraqa died and the Divine Inspiration was also paused for a while and the Prophet became so sad as we have heard that he intended several times to throw himself from the tops of high mountains and every time he went up the top of a mountain in order to throw himself down, Gabriel would appear before him and say, "O Muhammad! You are indeed Allah's Apostle in truth" whereupon his heart would become quiet and he would calm down and would return home.  And whenever the period of the coming of the inspiration used to become long, he would do as before, but when he used to reach the top of a mountain, Gabriel would appear before him and say to him what he had said before. (Ibn 'Abbas said regarding the meaning of: 'He it is that Cleaves the daybreak (from the darkness)' (6.96) that Al-Asbah means the light of the sun during the day and the light of the moon at night).

There are a number of slight variations to this story, related by different people, describing Muhammad's visitation by a spirit identifying himself as the angel Gabriel.  These stories do not always agree with each other in perfect detail, but on the whole a composite picture can be drawn of Muhammad's initial experience with the spirit and his subsequent reactions.
 


Here are additional details from Guillaume's "The Life of Muhammad", page 106. 

So I [Muhammad] read it, and he [Gabriel] departed from me.  And I awoke from my sleep, and it was though these words were written on my heart. (Tabari: Now none of God's creatures was more hateful to me than an (ecstatic) poet or a man possessed:  I could not even look at them.  I thought, Woe is me poet or possessed - Never shall Quraysh say this of me!  I will go to the top of the mountain and throw myself down that I may kill myself and gain rest.  So I went forth to do so and then) when I was midway on the mountain, I heard a voice from heaven saying "O Muhammad! Thou are the apostle of God and I am Gabriel."

The visitations from the spirit continued.  Then they stopped for a time believed to have been 6 months to 3 years.  When this happened, Tabari, volume 6 page 76, records:

"The inspiration ceased to come to the messenger of God for a while, and he was deeply grieved.  He began to go to the tops of mountain crags, in order to fling himself from them; but every time he reached the summit of a mountain, Gabriel appeared to him and said to him, "You are the Prophet of God."  Thereupon his anxiety would subside and he would come back to himself.  [4]

Also, from Tabari Vol. 9, page 167, note 1151 says:

"The pre-Islamic Arabs believed in the demon of poetry, and they thought that a great poet was directly inspired by demons...."

This explains why Muhammad thought he was demon possessed, or influenced by demons; the Quran in many places reads like poetry.

In "Muhammad at Mecca", page 40, 41, there are also references that document Muhammad's suicidal thoughts.  Watt quotes from az-Zuhri's material.

"He (Muhammad) said, I had been meditating throwing myself from a mountain crag, but while I was so meditating, he appeared to me and said, "O Muhammad, I am Gabriel, and thou are the Messenger of God."....

Az-Zuhri said:  "There was a gap for a time in the revelation to the Messenger of God and he was very sorrowful.  He started going early to the tops of the mountains to throw himself down from them.  But whenever he reached the summit of a mountain, Gabriel would appear to him and say, "Thou are the Prophet of God."  

However you view this event, it is undeniable that something extraordinary happened to Muhammad in the cave, and he was deeply distressed by it.
 

OTHER REFERENCES TO MUHAMMAD AND THE DEMONS

Even in the Quran, there are references that people believed that Muhammad was possessed or influenced by demons.
Sura 81:22-25 says, "No, your compatriot [Muhammad] is not mad.  He saw him [Gabriel] on the clear horizon.  He does not grudge the secrets of the unseen, nor is this the utterance of an accursed devil."
Sura 69:41, 42 say, "It [the Quran] is no poet's speech:  scant is your faith!  It is no soothsayer's divination:  how little you reflect!  It is revelation from the Lord of the Universe.

Here Muhammad is saying to his critics that he really saw an angel, and his words are not from a devil, or from his own imagination.  No doubt the people living at that time thought he was inspired by a devil, so Muhammad spoke these words, in the Quran, in self-defense.
 


What are the possibilities of who and what these experiences can be attributed?  The things that come to mind are that:
1)
Muhammad did indeed have a visit from the angel Gabriel - thus validating his 
prophethood.
2)
Muhammad was visited by a demon, or Satan himself.
3)
Muhammad experienced some type of delusion.
4)
Muhammad suffered from some type of epilepsy or other mental problem.
5)
A combination of #s 2, 3, and / or 4.
 

Let's recap.

From his youth, some people thought he was demon possessed.   Muhammad's encounter with "Gabriel" deeply disturbs him, and he thinks he is demon possessed.  He decides to commit suicide, but is stopped when the spirit appears and says he is an apostle.  Later, when these visitations become infrequent, he again goes and tries to commit suicide.  Each time the spirit intervenes.  As time went on, people continued to think Muhammad was demon inspired.
 

SOME COMMENTS AND CONCERNS

Isn't it bizarre that following this experience Muhammad became suicidal?  Not only that, but as time goes on, he continues to be suicidal.  All the while he wonders, deep down, if he is demon possessed.  Does this follow from a real experience with God?
 

PART 2
 PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE WHO HAD EXPERIENCES WITH GOD

Let's compare Muhammad's experience with Biblical stories of men who had experiences with God.
 
Adam - Gen. 3 & 4

Noah - Gen. 6. 

Abraham - Gen. 12 – 18  
Moses - Ex. 3 - 34

David



Isaiah - Isaiah 6

Mary - Luke 2 

            Paul - Acts 9

As I read the stories about people in the bible who have an experience with God I do not find anything that resembles Muhammad's experience.  These people were filled with a reverent fear, but never became depressed as a result of their experience.  These people fellowshipped with God.  Some walked with Him, to other's He revealed Himself.  None of them ever contemplated suicide.  But several times Muhammad tried to commit suicide, and each time this "spirit" stopped him.  What plans did this spirit have in store for him?
 

PART 3             MUHAMMAD'S OTHER EXPERIENCES WITH EVIL SPIRITUAL POWERS
3.1
Muhammad being bewitched by magic and its effects.

From the Hadith of Bukhari, Volume 7, # 660.
Narrated Aisha:
Magic was worked on Allah's Apostle so that he used to think that he had sexual relations with his wives while he actually had not (Sufyan said:  That is the hardest kind of magic as it has such an effect).  Then one day he said, "O 'Aisha do you know that Allah has instructed me concerning the matter I asked Him about?  Two men came to me and one of them sat near my head and the other sat near my feet.  The one near my head asked the other, "What is wrong with this man?"  The latter replied he is under the effect of magic.  The first one asked, "Who has worked magic on him?"  The other replied, "Labid bin Al-A'sam, a man from Bani Zuraiq who was an ally of the Jews and was a hypocrite."  The first one asked, "What material did he use)?"  The other replied, 'A comb and the hair stuck to it.'  The first one asked, 'Where (is that)?'  The other replied, 'In a skin of pollen of a male date palm tree kept under a stone in the well of Dharwan'.'' So the Prophet went to that well and took out those things and said, "That was the well which was shown to me (in a dream).  Its water looked like the infusion of Henna leaves and its date-palm trees looked like the heads of devils."  The Prophet added, "Then that thing was taken out' I said (to the Prophet), "Why do you not treat yourself with Nashra?"  He said, "Allah has cured me; I dislike to let evil spread among my people."
This Tradition is also found in Bukhari 4.490, 7.658, 7.660, 7.661, 8.89, 8.400.

While the complete story is not found in Ibn Hisham, a reference is made to it.  Citing from "The Life of Muhammad", page 240:

"From B. Zurayq: Labib b. A'sam, who bewitched the apostle of God so that he could not come at his wives."

Guillaume notes that a Muslim scholar says that the spell lasted for a year!  In other words, for one year, Muhammad thought that he was having sexual relations with his wives when he wasn't.  Obviously he was really lost.

Pause and think for a minute.   Muhammad is supposed to be God’s greatest and last prophet.  Muhammad is supposed to be receiving revelations from Allah.  Yet Muhammad was so bewitched and befuddled that for one year he thought he was having sexual relations with his wives, when he actually was not!  Imagine what were his wives thinking?   Do you really think he was a prophet?
 

 

Additional details on this event are provided in Ibn Sa'd's "Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir" (Book of the Major Classes), volume 2, pages 244 to 248.  Here is a relevant quote.

"The apostle of Allah fell ill.  He was bewitched about women and food. ...There were eleven knots [in the hair from the comb].  The two Surahs no. 113, and 114 were revealed to him.  No sooner did the apostle of Allah recited a verse than a knot loosened.  When all of them were loosened, he regained his urge for food and women." 
  

3.2
Muhammad and the Satanic Verses.

At one point in time, Muhammad admitted that Satan put words in his mouth to compromise with idol worship.  Later Muhammad said that God showed him he was wrong, and the Quranic recital was changed.  Here is the quote from "The Life of Muhammad".

Tabari.  Now the apostle was anxious for the welfare of his people, wishing to attract them as far as he could.  It has been mentioned that he longed for a way to attract them and the method he adopted is ... "When the apostle saw that his people turned their backs on him and he was pained by their estrangement from what he brought them from God he longed that there should come to him from God a message that would reconcile his people to him.  Because of his love for his people and his anxiety over them it would delight him if the obstacle that made his task to difficult could be removed; so that he meditated on the project and longed for it and it was dear to him.  The God sent down, "By the star when it sets your comrade errs not and is not deceived, he speaks not from his own desire, " and when he reached His words, "Have you thought of al-Lat and al-Uzza and Manat the third, the other", Satan, when he was meditating upon it, and desiring to bring it (reconciliation) to his people put upon his tongue, "these are the exalted Gharaniq whose intercession is approved."  [Gharaniq is a bird that flies very high].

When Quraysh heard that they were delighted and greatly pleased at the way in which he spoke of their gods and they listened to him; while the believers were holding that what their prophet brought them from their Lord was true, not suspecting a mistake or a vain desire or a slip, and when he reached the prostration and the end of the Sura in which he prostrated himself the Muslims prostrated themselves when their prophet prostrated confirming what he brought and obeying his command, and the polytheists of Quraysh and other who were in the mosque prostrated when they heard the mention of their gods, so that everyone in the mosque believer and unbeliever prostrated.... Then the people dispersed and Quraysh went out, delighted at what had been said about their gods, saying "Muhammad has spoken of our gods in splendid fashion.  He alleged in what he read that they are the exalted Gharaniq whose intercession is approved."

...Then Gabriel came to the apostle and said, "What have you done, Muhammad?  You have read to these people something I did not bring you from God and you have said what He did not say to you.  The apostle was bitterly grieved and was greatly in fear of God.  So God sent down  (a revelation), for He was merciful to him, comforting him and making light of the affair and telling him that every prophet and apostle before him desired as he desired and wanted what he wanted and Satan interjected something into his desires as he had on his tongue.

Also, Ibn Sa'd also records the compromise.  The quote is in volume 1, page 237.

The point is this, Muhammad admitted to being deceived by Satan to engage in idol worship.  Although Muhammad later realized the ramifications of what he had done, and changed his mind, this does not mitigate the fact that he was indeed tricked by Satan, and could not distinguish between words from God and words from Satan.
 

PART 4

RELEVANT REFERENCES FROM THE BIBLE

An interesting Biblical reference that bears on Muhammad is Jeremiah 23:15, and 23:34.  In these verses God reveals His judgment upon false prophets.  Here is the quote:
23:15
Therefore, this is what the Lord Almighty says concerning the prophets:  "I will make them eat bitter food and drink poisoned water, because from the prophets of Jerusalem un-godliness has spread throughout the land."
23:34
If a prophet or a priest or anyone else claims, "This is the oracle of the Lord", I will punish that man and his household"

These verses reflect upon events in Muhammad's life.  Muhammad died from poisoning, and all of his male children died when they were very young.
2 Corinthians 11:14:
And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades an angel of light.
Galatian 1:8:
But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!

Note here that an angel appeared to the false prophet of Mormonism - Joseph Smith, and gave him a different gospel.  I find the parallel between Smith and Muhammad strong.  Just as Smith was directed by an angel, with a different message, so too Muhammad was directed by an angel with a different message.
 

PART 5
            WHO WAS THIS SPIRIT THAT CALLED HIMSELF "GABRIEL"?

Muhammad had many encounters with a spirit that identified himself as "Gabriel".  In some of these encounters odd things came out about its nature.  Here are a number of references that show the circumstances surrounding him are indeed bizarre.  Most of these are from the Hadith of Bukhari which is the 2nd most important book in Sunni Islam.  I will not provide the quotes in full because some are too long.  However, anyone on AOL can download Bukhari's Hadith for free, from the Islamic Resource Library, if they want to verify my quotes and the context of the Hadith.
1)
Non-Muslims called "Gabriel" Satan.
Bukhari 2.225:
...Gabriel did not come to the Prophet (for some time) and so one of the Quraish women said, "His Satan has deserted him." ...
2)
"Gabriel" is the "Holy Spirit"?
Bukhari 8.173
Narrated Abu Salama bin 'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Auf:
... "O Abu- Huraira! I beseech you by Allah (to tell me). Did you hear Allah's Apostle saying' 'O Hassan! Reply on behalf of Allah's Apostle. O Allah! Support him (Hassan) with the Holy Spirit (Gabriel).'?" Abu Huraira said, "Yes."
3)
Aisha could not see Gabriel.
Bukhari 4.440
'Aisha said that the Prophet said to her "O 'Aisha' This is Gabriel and he sends his (greetings) salutations to you." 'Aisha said, "Salutations ... and addressing the Prophet she said, "You see what I don't see."
4)
"Gabriel" won't go into a house with a dog or a picture.
Bukhari 4.450
Once Gabriel promised the Prophet (that he would visit him, but Gabriel did not come) and later on he said, "We, angels, do not enter a house which contains a picture or a dog."
5)
"Gabriel" doesn't know genetics.
Bukhari 4.546
When 'Abdullah bin Salam heard the arrival of the Prophet at Medina, he came to him and said, "I am going to ask you about three things which nobody knows except a prophet: What is the first portent of the Hour? What will be the first meal taken by the people of Paradise? Why does a child resemble its father, and why does it resemble its maternal uncle" Allah's Apostle said, "Gabriel has just now told me of their answers." 
......As for the resemblance of the child to its parents: If a man has sexual intercourse with his wife and gets discharge first, the child will resemble the father, and if the woman gets discharge first, the child will resemble her. ...."
6)
Other people recognize "Gabriel" as a person they knew.
Bukhari 4.827
....Gabriel started talking (to the Prophet and then left. The Prophet said to Um Salama, "(Do you know) who it was?" (or a similar question). She said, "It was Dihya (a handsome person amongst the companions of the Prophet)." Later on Um Salama said, "By Allah! I thought he was none but Dihya, till I heard the Prophet talking about Gabriel in his sermon."  .....
7)
"Gabriel" was responsible for the massacre and enslavement of a Jewish tribe.
Gabriel urges Muhammad to go and attack the Jews of Bani Quraiza.  This action ended with about 800 prisoners of war being massacred, and thousands of Jewish women and children being enslaved by Muhammad.
Bukhari 5.448
... When the Prophet returned from the (battle) of Al-Khandaq (i.e. Trench) and laid down his arms and took a bath Gabriel came to him while he (i.e. Gabriel) was shaking the dust off his head, and said, "You have laid down the arms?"  By Allah, I have not laid them down.  Go out to them (to attack them)."  The Prophet said, "Where?"  Gabriel pointed towards Bani Quraiza.  So Allah's Apostle went to them (i.e. Banu Quraiza) (i.e. besieged them).  They then surrendered to the Prophet's judgment but he directed them to Sad to give his verdict concerning them.  Sad said, "I give my judgment that their warriors should be killed, their women and children should be taken as captives, and their properties distributed."
8)
Other Muslims also failed to recognize Gabriel.
Regarding the massacre of the Jews, here is the quote from "The Life of Muhammad", page 461.  Note here that these men also recognized this "Gabriel" as the same person Um Salama saw him as - "Dihya"!  Why did Gabriel take this merchant's form twice?

"According to what al-Zuhri told me, at the time of the noon prayers Gabriel came to the apostle wearing an embroidered turban and riding on a mule with a saddle covered with a piece of brocade.  ..... The apostle passed by a number of his companions in al-Saurayn before he got to the B. Qurayza and asked if anyone had passed them.  They replied that Dihya b. Khalifa al-Kalbi had passed upon a white mule with a saddle covered with a piece of brocade.  He said, "That was Gabriel who has been sent to B. Qurayza to shake their castles and strike terror to their hearts."
9)
Khadija couldn't see Gabriel, but Muhammad could.
Ref. page 107 of "The Life of Muhammad".
10)
Gabriel prayed for Muhammad to be healed, but Muhammad wasn't healed.
From the Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir, vol. 1, page 265

The apostle of Allah fell ill and he i.e. Gabriel, chanted on him, saying, "In the name of Allah I chant on to ward off from you everything that harms you and (to ward off you) against every envier and from every evil eye and Allah will heal you."
 


Let's review.  Non-Muslims identified Gabriel as a "Satan".  Muhammad can see Gabriel, but others can't.  Gabriel makes scientific mistakes about genetics.  Gabriel is responsible for the massacre of 800 Jewish men and the enslavement of their women and children.  Gabriel prays to God for Muhammad to be healed, and Muhammad isn't healed.  When people do see Gabriel, he appears as a person they know, or so they're told, but not as an angel.
 

 

 

 

PART 6
               SATAN AND THE PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS
All quotes are from the NIV.
Revelation 12:7, 8, 17
And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.  But he was not strong enough and they lost their place in heaven. Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring - those who obey God's commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.
 

John 8:44  
You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire.  He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
 

Matt 24:11
and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.
 

John 16:2
in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God.  They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me.

From the above we see that Satan is currently making war upon the saints.  He will use false prophets to mislead people.  Some of these false prophets will have doctrines to allow their followers to kill Christians.
 

PART 7
                 THE QURAN ON CHRISTIANITY

There are many references in the Quran and Hadith that address Christianity.  What I want to focus on are the latest statements on Christianity made by Muhammad.  Initially, Muhammad had some good things to say about the Christians, but as time wore on, his attitude towards Christianity darkened.  Note that Suras 9 and 5 were some of the last Suras to be spoken by Muhammad.  Quotes are from Dawood's translation of the Quran.
Quran 5:51

"Believers take neither the Jews nor the Christians for your friends."
Quran 9:28 - 30
 
"Fight against such of those to whom the Scriptures were given as believe neither in God nor the last days, who do not forbid what God and His apostle have forbidden, and do not embrace the true Faith, until they pay tribute out of hand and are utterly subdued.  The Jews say Ezra is the son of God, while the Christians say the Messiah is the Son of God.  Such are their assertions by which they imitate the infidels of old.  God confound them!  How perverse they are!
 

THE HADITH ON CHRISTIANITY AND CONVERSION
Muhammad commanded that Muslims kill apostates from Islam.
Bukhari volume 9, #64

Narrated Ali, "Whenever I tell you a narration from Allah's messenger, by Allah, I would rather fall down from the sky, then ascribe a false statement to him, but if I tell you something between me and you, (not a Hadith), then it was indeed a trick  (i.e., I may say things just to cheat my enemy).  No doubt I heard Allah's messenger saying, "During the last days there will appear some young foolish people, who will say the best words, but their faith will not go beyond their throats (i.e. they will leave the faith) and will go out from their religion as an arrow goes out of the game.  So, wherever you find them, kill them, for whoever kills them shall have reward on the Day of Resurrection."
 

Muhammad asks God to curse the Christians and the Jews.
Bukhari 1.427
Narrated 'Aisha and 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas:
When the last moment of the life of Allah's Apostle came he started putting his 'Khamisa' on his face and when he felt hot and short of breath he took it off his face and said, "May Allah curse the Jews and Christians for they built the places of worship at the graves of their Prophets." The Prophet was warning (Muslims) of what those had done.
 

PART 8
               MODERN PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS

How does Islam relate to Christianity today?  If one studies the situation for the Christians living under Islamic governments, we get a picture of oppression.  Here are some facts concerning Christians in Islamic lands.
 

PAKISTAN: Pakistan has laws that forbid blaspheming Muhammad.  Recently a Christian was under the death sentence because of a trumped up charge of "blasphemy" of Muhammad.  Last year a mob of 30,000 Muslims attacked the only predominately Christian village in Pakistan, and destroyed churches, robbed and destroyed businesses, kidnapped and raped Christian girls, and destroyed many people's homes.
 

EGYPT:
Christian churches are frequently attacked and destroyed by the Muslims in Egypt.  Christians are targeted by Muslims and killed.  Last year about 70 Christians were murdered by the Muslims in Egypt.  Muslims are now attacking Christians in their churches and shooting them.
 

 
SAUDI ARABIA:
Recently, the Saudi's have arrested many Christians who meet in small house churches.  These people are jailed, tortured, and some are executed.  Saudi law dictates the death penalty for anyone converting to a faith other than Islam
 

INDONESIA: Muslim mobs have destroyed over 50 churches in the last few years.  Several Christians have been killed in these attacks.
 

IRAN: A number of Christians, including Pastors, have been murdered by Muslims in Iran.
 


All of the above can be found documented in the Voice of the Martyrs magazines.  A free subscription can be obtained by calling 800-747-0085.  I encourage all Christians to support this ministry; they aid our brethren living under Islamic oppression worldwide.
 

PART 9

    EPILOGUE

It has been shown that Satan desires to make war upon the church.  Satan uses people as his agents.  From the earliest days of Muhammad's life, people thought he was possessed or affected by demons.  Muhammad's initial experience with the "angel" caused him to believe that he was demon possessed.  He became suicidal.  His inner doubts remained with him for a long time.  Even the Quran contains replies to people's comments about his demonic affiliation.  Further, this "angel's" knowledge and characteristics are questionable.  

Satan used Muhammad as a pawn and Islam as a tool to attack the people of God.  As Muhammad grew in power, he used violence to subdue those that disagreed with him.  He denied the Sonship of Jesus, making him an anti-Christ, and denied other key doctrines of Christianity.  Muhammad eventually urged his followers to oppress Christians and instituted laws that deny people basic human rights.  Today in Muslim countries, Christians are victimized by those laws.  Many of them have murdered, executed, and or oppressed for their faith.  If a Muslim converts to Christianity, he is under a death sentence for apostatizing.  In his last few hours of life, Muhammad asked Allah to curse the Christians.  Real Islam is a weapon Satan uses to make war upon God and His people.
------------
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INTRODUCTION


Satan (Shaitan) occupies an important place in Islam and Christianity, and there are many parallels between their concepts.  On the other hand, Muhammad said many things about Satan and the "Jinn", (beings similar to demons, they can have physical or spiritual bodies, and can be evil or good), that have no equivalent in Christianity.   Muhammad's superstitions played a role in his statements and they are reflected in Islamic theology.  Additionally, Muhammad borrowed stories about Satan from other religions, and repeated those as his teachings.

SCOPE


Because of length constraints, this paper cannot be an exhaustive study on the topic of Satan and the Jinn in Islam. There is just too much data for one article. The scope of this paper is to present many of the irrational and queer things Muhammad said about Satan. 

NOTE #1:
Of the many topics I've studied on Islam, this one is the most intriguing because it showcases Muhammad's synthesis of pagan, Jewish, and Christian folklore, with his own odd ideas.

GENERAL COMMENTS


The Shorter Ency. of Islam, (H.A.R. Gibb, pub. by E.J. Brill), provides some necessary background information concerning Islam's Satan and the Jinn (Dijon).  Under "Shaitan", it says:

"As applied to spirits Shaitan has two distinct meanings with separate histories.  The sense of devil goes back to Jewish sources and that of superhuman being has its roots in Arab paganism, though the two meanings interact.  In the stories about Solomon, a Shaitan is nothing more than a Dijon superior in knowledge and power to other Dijon.....There is some evidence that the pagan gods of Arabia were afterwards reduced to the rank of demons.  Tabari says (Tafsir) that the Shaitan are those whom the infidels obeyed while disobeying God.  The bow of Kuzah was afterwards called the bow of Shaitan and the two horns of Shaitan is a name for a phenomenon accompanying sunrise.  Similarly old superstitions are preserved in the belief that a Shaitan eats excrement and all manner of filth and frequents the borderline between shade and sunlight.....


.....Satan is tacitly identified with Iblis who is obviously borrowed from Judaism.  Thus al-Shaitan is the chief of the evil spirits and Shaitan is a spirit, though not necessarily evil."  [1]

In Arthur Jeffery's "Foreign Vocabulary of the Qur'an", pages 187 - 190, Jeffery lists some background material on the name "Shaitan".  He ends by saying, "... we may take it as certain that the word (Shaitan) was in use long before Muhammad's day, and he in his use of it was undoubtedly influenced by Christian, probably Abyssinian Christian, usage."  [2]


All in all, there are a great many Islamic traditions that comment on Satan and the Jinn.  Taken as a whole, the entire Islamic theology is confused.  I will refer to the Quran, Bukhari's and Muslim's Hadith, and Ibn Ishaq's Sirat as Islamic source material.  I will also quote a few other authors for special comments.

THE QURAN AND THE BIBLE ON SATAN

THE BIBLE
Satan tempts people:  Gen. 3, 1 Chronicles 21:1, Matt. 4:1

Satan brings physical destruction:  Job, 

Satan physically afflicts people:  Luke 13:16, 2 Cor. 12:7

Satan possesses people:  Luke 22:3, 2 Cor. 12:7

Satan masquerades as an angel of light:  2 Cor. 11:14,

Satan fights against the work of God:  1 Thess. 2:18, 1 Peter 5:8

Satan spiritually dominates geographical areas:  Rev. 2,

Satan is cunning:  Eph. 6:11,

Satan holds the power of death:  Hebrews 2:14

Satan is a murderer and a liar:  John 8:44,

Satan will deceive the nations to rebel against God:  Rev. 20,
THE QURAN

2:36, 268, 7:200 Satan tempts people and causes people to sin.

2:168, Satan is the enemy to the people.

2:275, Satan drives people to madness.

3:155, 175 Satan caused Muslims to be cowardly or afraid

4:76 Satan's cunning is weak.

4:120 Satan is a liar.

6:68, 18:63 Satan causes people to forget.

15:27 Satan, (and/or the Jinn) are created from smokeless fire.

22:52, Satan interjects thoughts or words into people's hearts.

28:15 Satan causes Moses to sin and kill an Egyptian.

37:9 The Jinn (and arguably Satan) are pelted by comets and meteors.

38:41 Satan afflicts Job
COMPARISON& COMMENT


Thus far we have a great deal of similar material.  Satan is the enemy of the people, he is a liar and murderer, and tries to lead people away from God.  He physically afflicts people, and entices them to sin.


There are some noticeable differences however.  In Islam, Satan causes Muslims to forget and Satan interjects thoughts or words into peoples’ minds / mouth.  This is the basis of the "Satanic Verses".  Satan is created from some type of "smokeless fire", and God uses comets or meteors to strike at the Jinn and possibly Satan as well.


All in all, I see more similarities than differences thus far, but the differences are notable.

MATERIAL FROM THE HADITH


This is where the contrast becomes quite noticeable and the strangeness in Islamic theology begins to show. As the saying goes: "the devil is in the details", and this is apparent when the details are examined.

QUOTES FROM BUKHARI [3] {all quotes are from Sahih al-Bukhari unless otherwise noted.}

4.510:  Narrated 'Aisha:
On the day (of the battle) of Uhud when the pagans were defeated, Satan shouted, "O slaves of Allah! Beware of the forces at your back," and on that the Muslims of the front files fought with the Muslims of the back files (thinking they were pagans). Hudhaifa looked back to see his father "Al-Yaman," (being attacked by the Muslims). He shouted, "O Allah's Slaves! My father! My father!" By Allah, they did not stop till they killed him. Hudhaifa said, "May Allah forgive you."  'Urwa said that Hudhaifa continued to do good (invoking Allah to forgive the killer of his father till he met Allah (i.e. died).
COMMENT


Compare this with the Quran, 4:76 - "Satan's cunning is weak."  Obviously the Muslims wisdom was weaker.  Uhud was a terrible defeat for the Muslims; many of them died and their people were demoralized afterwards.  Additionally, Muhammad was severely wounded in the face; an arrow went through his jaw, he lost some teeth, and he was scared for life.  This again illustrates Muhammad's bizarre statements found in the Quran and Hadith.

HADITH CONTINUED

1.582:  Narrated Abu Huraira:

Allah's Apostle said, "When the Adhan is pronounced Satan takes to his heels and passes wind with noise during his flight in order not to hear the Adhan. When the Adhan is completed he comes back and again takes to his heels when the Iqama is pronounced and after its completion he returns again till he whispers into the heart of the person (to divert his attention from his prayer) and makes him remember things which he does not recall to his mind before the prayer and that causes him to forget how much he has prayed."
FROM THE HADITH OF SAHIH MUSLIM, vol. 1, #751:

Abu Sufyan reported it on the authority of Jabir that he had heard the apostle of Allah say:  "When Satan hears the call to prayer, he runs away to a distance like that of Rauha".  Sulaiman said:  "I asked him about Rauha."  He replied, "It is at a distance of 36 miles from Medina."

BUKHARI 4.495:  (cf. 3.505B and 6.530)

Narrated Abu Said Al-Khudri:

The Prophet said, "If while you are praying, somebody intends to pass in front of you, prevent him; and should he insist, prevent him again; and if he insists again, fight with him (i.e. prevent him violently e.g. pushing him violently), because such a person is (like) a devil."

Narrated Muhammad bin Sirin: Abu Huraira said, "Allah's Apostle put me in charge of the Zakat of Ramadan (i.e. Zakat-ul-Fitr). Someone came to me and started scooping some of the foodstuff of (Zakat) with both hands. I caught him and told him that I would take him to Allah's Apostle." Then Abu Huraira told the whole narration and added "He (i.e. the thief) said, 'Whenever you go to your bed, recite the Verse of "Al-Kursi" (2.255) for then a guardian from Allah will be guarding you, and Satan will not approach you till dawn.' "On that the Prophet said, "He told you the truth, though he is a liar, and he (the thief) himself was the Satan."
BUKHARI 2.301:

Narrated Abu Huraira:

The Prophet once offered the prayer and said, "Satan came in front of me and tried to interrupt my prayer, but Allah gave me an upper hand on him and I choked him. No doubt, I thought of tying him to one of the pillars of the mosque till you get up in the morning and see him. Then I remembered the statement of Prophet Solomon, 'My Lord! Bestow on me a kingdom such as shall not belong to any other after me.' Then Allah made him (Satan) return with his head down (humiliated)." 

FROM SAHIH MUSLIM, vol. 3, # 5008:

Ibn Umar reported Allah's messenger as saying, "When anyone of you intends to eat (meal), he should eat with his right hand, and when he (intends) to drink he should drink with his right hand, for the Satan eats with his left hand and drinks with his left hand."

COMMENT


These are very bizarre statements.  Satan runs, about 36 miles, and farts to prevent himself from hearing the Adhan?  In order to have flatulence, you must ingest something.  Earlier, the Shorter Ency. stated that there are Hadith that say that Satan eats dung and filth.  I've read that Jinn eat bones and perhaps carrion.  Here Muhammad's superstitions or pagan concepts present Satan as some type of desperate scavenger.  And, if he is running 36 miles a day, he must be in great shape!  I bet he could win the Boston Marathon!


The second Hadith shows Satan stealing food.  A reference Hadith says that Abu Huraira caught Satan three times stealing food.  Here is the mighty Satan, unable to break out of Abu Huraira's grip!  And here is Satan, the one whom Allah has to pelt with comets and meteors, having to sneak around and steal food.  Note that after he is caught, Satan tells Abu a mystical way to prevent Abu from being harmed from Satan during the night.  Now if Satan was an "absolute liar" (cf. 3.505B and 6.530), why would he tell the truth to Abu?  Why not make up another lie and deceive Abu?  Isn't that like telling your enemy your military weaknesses?
It would have been just as easy for Satan to tell Abu to repeat another verse from the Quran.


The third Hadith is similar to the second, but here Muhammad grabbed Satan, overpowered him, choked him, and thought about tying him up.  Again, here is Satan unable to break out of Muhammad's grip.  Too bad Muhammad didn't tie him up, that way, people could have seen Satan for themselves, and would have kept him from antagonizing the entire world!


The fourth Hadith illustrates more of Muhammad's superstitions.  Satan eats and drinks with his left hand?!  Does Satan pitch with his left hand?  Does he write with his left hand?  Is Muhammad saying that lefties are following in the ways of Satan?  Would Muhammad consider the great southpaws of baseball to be emissaries of Satan?  According to Muhammad, are ambidextrous people cursed, or part evil, part good, or???


Muhammad's foolishness has probably caused people who are naturally left handed a great deal of grief.  Imagine having to live in a culture that considers being left handed a taboo or weakness.

BUKHARI'S HADITH CONTINUED

2.243:  Narrated Abu Huraira

Allah's Apostle said, "Satan puts three knots at the back of the head of any of you if he is asleep. On every knot he reads and exhales the following words, 'The night is long, so stay asleep.' When one wakes up and remembers Allah, one knot is undone; and when one performs ablution, the second knot is undone, and when one prays the third knot is undone and one gets up energetic with a good heart in the morning; otherwise one gets up lazy and with a mischievous heart." 

COMMENT


The knots represent witchcraft that Satan, warlocks or witches tie, and use against others.  There is a reference to this in the Quran, 114:4.  A similar incident that happened to Muhammad is also found in Bukhari:  a Jewish warlock cast a spell upon Muhammad and tied a number of knots in the hair found on Muhammad's comb. Muhammad was so bewitched that he went as long as a year thinking he was having sexual relations with his wife while he actually wasn't.  

Additional details on this event are provided in Ibn Sa'd's "Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir" (Book of the Major Classes), vol.2, pages 244 to 248, [4].  Here is the relevant quote.


"The apostle of Allah fell ill.  He was bewitched about women and food. ...There were eleven knots [in the hair from the comb].  The two Surahs no. 113, and 114 were revealed to him.  No sooner did the apostle of Allah recited a verse than a knot loosened.  When all of them were loosened, he regained his urge for food and women."


So then, if a Muslim fails to perform his religious rituals in the morning, he wakes up with a lazy and mischievous heart.  I've known many Muslims who slept late but were hard working people and were not mischievous at heart.  This Hadith appears to be another reflection of Muhammad ceremonial superstitions.

BUKHARI'S HADITH CONTINUED

2.245:  Narrated 'Abdullah:

A person was mentioned before the Prophet and he was told that he had kept on sleeping till morning and had not got up for the prayer. The Prophet said, "Satan urinated in his ears." 

4.492:  Narrated 'Abdullah:

It was mentioned before the Prophet that there was a man who slept the night till morning (after sunrise). The Prophet said, "He is a man in whose ears (or ear) Satan had urinated."

3.254: (cf. 3.251) Narrated 'Ali bin Al-Husain (from Safiya, the Prophet's wife):

The wives of the Prophet were with him in the mosque (while he was in Itikaf) and then they departed and the Prophet said to Safiya bint Huyai, "Don't hurry up, for I shall accompany you," (and her dwelling was in the house of Usama). The Prophet went out and in the meantime two Ansari men met him and they looked at the Prophet and passed by. The Prophet said to them, "Come here. She is (my wife) Safiya bint Huyai." They replied, "Subhan Allah, (How dare we think of evil) O Allah's Apostle! (We never expect anything bad from you)." The Prophet replied, "Satan circulates in the human being as blood circulates in the body, and I was afraid lest Satan might insert an evil thought in your minds."

4.509:  Narrated Abu Huraira:

The Prophet said, "Yawning is from Satan and if anyone of you yawns, he should check his yawning as much as possible, for if anyone of you (during the act of yawning) should say: 'Ha', Satan will laugh at him."

AND FROM THE HADITH OF SAHIH MUSLIM Book 41, Number 7131: [5]

Narrated Abu Sa'id al-Khudri: 

Allah's Apostle said:  When one of you yawns, he should try to restrain it with the help of his hand since it is the Satan that enters therein. 

BUKHARI

8.242:  Narrated Abu Huraira:

The Prophet said, "Allah likes sneezing and dislikes yawning, so if someone sneezes and then praises Allah, then it is obligatory on every Muslim who heard him, to say: May Allah be merciful to you (Yar-hamuka-l-lah). But as regards yawning, it is from Satan, so one must try one's best to stop it, if one says 'Ha' when yawning, Satan will laugh at him."

4.516:  Narrated Abu Huraira:

The Prophet said, "If anyone of you rouses from sleep and performs the ablution, he should wash his nose by putting water in it and then blowing it out thrice, because Satan has stayed in the upper part of his nose all the night."

COMMENT


We can combine these Hadith and come up with an interesting composite.  Satan urinates in people's ears, Satan stays in people's noses during the night (now that's what I call a bugger!), Satan circulates in people's bodies, Satan laughs at people who make a sound when they yawn.  Note that Muhammad said that Allah likes sneezing and dislikes yawning!  Why?  Germs are spread via sneezing, while the body gets more oxygen when it yawns.  Yawning is indeed beneficial to the human body, so why would Allah not like it?  And if Satan enters through a yawn, couldn't he enter through a nose at any time?


These Hadith show that Muhammad's concept of Satan was likened to the "boogie man".  Superstitions played in Muhammad's mind and he spoke any strange thing that his imagination conjured up.


Some Muslims have tried to prove that these statements are analogies or metaphors, but when the entire context is taken, there is no indication of any metaphor being used.  If Satan didn't stay in your nose, why wash it out?  If it were just buggers, then why did Muhammad say Satan stayed in the nose?  The same can be said of the other Hadiths.

BUKHARI'S HADITH CONTINUED - THESE HADITH ILLUSTRATE MUHAMMAD'S SUPERSTITIONS

4.506:  Narrated Abu Huraira:

The Prophet said, "When any human being is born. Satan touches him at both sides of the body with his two fingers, except Jesus, the son of Mary, whom Satan tried to touch but failed, for he touched the placenta-cover instead."

4.641:  Narrated Said bin Al-Musaiyab: 

Abu Huraira said, "I heard Allah's Apostle saying, 'There is none born among the off-spring of Adam, but Satan touches it. A child therefore, cries loudly at the time of birth because of the touch of Satan, except Mary and her child." Then Abu Huraira recited:  "And I seek refuge with You for her and for her offspring from the outcast Satan" (3.36) 

4.522:  Narrated Abu Huraira:

The Prophet said, "When you hear the crowing of cocks, ask for Allah's Blessings for (their crowing indicates that) they have seen an angel. And when you hear the braying of donkeys, seek Refuge with Allah from Satan for (their braying indicates) that they have seen a Satan."

9.124:  Narrated Abu Qatada:

The Prophet said, "A good dream is from Allah, and a bad dream is from Satan. So whoever has seen (in a dream) something he dislike, then he should spit without saliva, thrice on his left and seek refuge with Allah from Satan, for it will not harm him, and Satan cannot appear in my shape."

FROM SAHIH MUSLIM, VOLUME 3, #5279:

Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger as saying:  "The bell is the musical instrument of Satan."

COMMENT


So, Satan touched everyone except Jesus Christ.  And newborns cry because Satan touched them!  That'll be a new one for medical science!  I also have to ask, if Muslims say the magic words before they conceive, then how does Satan touching the newborn affect the child?


Why is it that donkeys see Satan and bray?  Do other animals see Satans?  Why can't we see the Satans?  I would guess that human and donkey eyes see the same wavelengths, more or less, so why can't we see them?  Even if the sight wavelengths are different, we should be able to see the Satans using IR or UV detection equipment.  But I know of no one who has ever said they've seen a Satan using this type of technology!


The third Hadith again illustrates Muhammad's superstitions.  Bad dreams are from Satan, and if you have one, blow three times on your left, and seek refuge with Allah.  


The fourth Hadith shows Muhammad's personal dislikes entering into his theology.  "The bell is Satan's musical instrument"? Do chimes count? What about the xylophone? Is it the frequency of the bell that bothered Muhammad? The pitch perhaps? Personally, I think if Satan had a musical instrument, it would be the fiddle. I mean, after all, didn't the Charlie Daniels band say the devil played a golden fiddle?

BUKHARI'S HADITH CONTINUED

4.523:  Narrated Jabir bin Abdullah:

Allah's Apostle said, "When night falls (or it is evening), keep your children close to you for the devils spread out at that time. But when an hour of the night elapses, you can let them free. Close the doors and mention the Name of Allah, for Satan does not open a closed door."

4.533:  Narrated Jabir bin 'Abdullah:

The Prophet said, "Cover your utensils and tie your water skins, and close your doors and keep your children close to you at night, as the Jinns spread out at such time and snatch things away. When you go to bed, put out your lights, for the mischief-doer (i.e. the rat) may drag away the wick of the candle and burn the dwellers of the house." Ata said, "The devils." (instead of the Jinns).

COMMENT


So, devils can steal physical objects, and even snatch children, but they cannot open closed doors?  Why?  If their intentions are to harm, and they are capable of thought, and physical movement, surely they can open doors.  Again, more of the "boogie man" superstition nonsense.

MATERIAL FROM SAHIH MUSLIM Volume 4, # 6754


"Jabir reported: "I heard Allah's messenger as saying: "The throne of Iblis (Satan's name) is upon the ocean and he sends detachments in order to put people to trial and the most important figure in his eyes is the one who is most notorious in sowing the seed of dissension.""

No comment, just thought it was interesting that Satan's throne is upon the ocean.  

FROM IBN ISHAQ'S "SIRAT RASULALLAH", translated as, "THE LIFE OF MUHAMMAD" by A. Guillaume, page 165 - 167.  [6]

NOTE: The following passage is material concerned with the topic known as "The Satanic Verses".  The entire passage is long and not it is not necessary to quote it in full, but I will provide the relevant quotes to show how Satan influenced Muhammad.  This story is also found in Ibn Sa'd's "Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir", (Book of the Major Classes), which is also biographical material on Muhammad.


"(Tabari). Now the apostle was anxious for the welfare of his people, wishing to attract them as far as he could.  It has been mentioned that he longed for a way to attract them, .......When the apostle saw what his people turned their backs on him and he was pained by their estrangement from what he brought them from God he longed that there should come to him from God a message that would reconcile his people to him.  Because of his love for his people and his anxiety over them it would delight him if the obstacle that made his task so difficult could be removed; so that he meditated on the project and longed for it and it was dear to him.  Then God sent down "by the star when it sets your comrade errs not and is not deceived, he speaks not from his own desire," and when he reached His words "Have you thought of al-Lat and al-Uzza and Manat the third, the other:, Satan, when he was mediating upon it, and desiring to bring it (sc. reconciliation) to his people, put upon his tongue "these are the exalted Gharaniq whose intercession is approved."


The news reached the prophet's companions who were in Abyssinia, it being reported that Quraysh had accepted Islam, so some men started to return while others remained behind.  Then Gabriel came to the apostle and said, "What have you done Muhammad?  You have read to these people something I did not bring you form God and you have said what He did not say to you."   The apostle was bitterly grieved and was greatly in fear of God.  So God sent down (a revelation), for He was merciful to him, comforting him and making light of the affair and telling him that every prophet and apostle before him desired as he desired and wanted what he wanted and Satan interjected something into his desires as he had on his tongue.  So God annulled what Satan had suggested and God established His verses i.e. you are just like the prophets and apostles.  The God sent down:  "We have not sent a prophet or apostle before you but when he longed Satan cast suggestions into his longing.  But God will annul what Satan has suggested.

COMMENT


This is one of the most controversial topics in Islam.  Satan caused Muhammad to recite false words from God.   In the OT, if someone caused others to worship other gods he was put to death - refer to Deut. 13.  Yet this is exactly what Muhammad did - he advocated the worship of pagan deities.  Afterwards, Muhammad says that Allah made light of the event!


Further, which of the OT prophets ever spoke the words of Satan?  The OT prophets loved their people, but they persisted in speaking the truth to them, not compromising the word of God to them to gain peace and converts. 

FROM IBN ISHAQ'S "SIRAT RASULALLAH", translated as, "THE LIFE OF MUHAMMAD" by A. Guillaume, page 243.


"I have heard that it was of him that the apostle said, "Whoever wants to see Satan let him take a look at Nabtal b. al-Harith!"  He was a sturdy black man with long flowing hair, inflamed eyes, and dark ruddy cheeks.  He used to come and talk to the apostle and listen to him and then carry what he had said to the hypocrites.  It was he who said:  "Muhammad is all ears:  if anyone tells him anything he believes it."  God sent down concerning him:  "And of them are those who annoy the prophet and say he is all ears, Say:  Good ears for you.  He believes in God and trusts the believers and is a mercy for those of you who believe; and those who annoy the apostle of God for them there is a painful punishment."  (Sura 9:61)

COMMENT


Muhammad knew many people who were against him, some of them were tough, proven warriors.  But of all the people, Muhammad picked out a peculiar looking black man and said that Satan looked like him!  Muhammad said that Satan looks like a Negro!  Certainly there were unusual looking Arab men in the area, but Muhammad picked out a black man as the image of Satan.  Why?

QUESTIONS

Why would God allow Satan to put his words in Muhammad's mouth, and then make light of it?  Shouldn't someone speaking the word of God be held accountable?

1)
How is yawning from Satan?

2)
How can Satan be everywhere touching new-born infants?

3)
If Satan can be physical or spiritual, why did he allow Abu Huraira and Muhammad to capture him?

4)
Why did Muhammad say Satan looks like a black man?
CONCLUSION


The Hadith clearly portrays the workings of Muhammad's mind.  He accepted superstitions, myths, and made bizarre declarations whenever he had to say something about an event, or something he didn't understand.


Muhammad said that Satan's cunning was weak, but Satan tricked Muhammad into teaching and performing idol worship, and Satan was partly responsible for the harsh Muslim defeat at Uhud.  These contradictions delineate Muhammad's ever changing ideas.  Muhammad was a very superstitious man.  These statements prove that Muhammad was not listening to God, but to the machinations of his mind.  Islam is partly built upon the Hadith; Islam is part superstition.
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