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Muhammad and the murder of Abu Afak
Authored by "Silas" (A Catholic priest) – April 9, 1998 - All emphases are the author’s
http://www.answering-islam.org/Silas/abu-afak.htm 
INTRODUCTION


After Muhammad arrived in Medina around 622 AD, a number of local people began to dislike him.  Many of them were Jews, some were Pagan Arabs.  One by one, Muhammad's critics were silenced; some became Muslims, some were murdered, others were driven out of Medina.  This article deals with Muhammad's request to have his men murder a Jewish man named Abu Afak.  Abu Afak was 120 years old.  What was Afak's crime?  He had urged his fellow Medinans to doubt Muhammad.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------


PRESENTATION OF ISLAMIC SOURCES

NOTE:  My comments will be enclosed by [ ] type brackets.  Other brackets like ( ) are in the translations.

FROM THE SIRAT RASUL ALLAH (THE LIFE OF THE PROPHET OF GOD), BY IBN ISHAQ (1), page 675:


SALIM B. UMAYR'S EXPEDITION TO KILL ABU AFAK

Abu Afak was one of the B. Amr b. Auf of the B. Ubayda clan.  He showed his disaffection when the apostle killed al-Harith b. Suwayd b. Samit and said:



"Long have I lived but never have I seen



An assembly or collection of people



More faithful to their undertaking



And their allies when called upon



Than the sons of Qayla when they assembled,



Men who overthrew mountains and never submitted,



A rider who came to them split them in two (saying)



"Permitted", "Forbidden", of all sorts of things.



Had you believed in glory or kingship



You would have followed Tubba


[NOTE:  the Tubba was a ruler from Yemen who invaded that part of what is present Saudi Arabia:  the Qaylites resisted him]



The apostle said, "Who will deal with this rascal for me?"  Whereupon Salim b. Umayr, brother of B. Amr b. Auf, one of the "weepers", went forth and killed him.  Umama b. Muzayriya said concerning that:



You gave the lie to God's religion and the man Ahmad!  [Muhammad]


By him who was your father, evil is the son he produced!



A "hanif" gave you a thrust in the night saying


"Take that Abu Afak in spite of your age!"



Though I knew whether it was man or jinn



Who slew you in the dead of night (I would say naught).

------------------------------------------------------------------------------


FROM THE KITAB AL TABAQAT AL KABIR (BOOK OF THE MAJOR CLASSES), Volume 2, BY IBN SA'D, (2), page 31:

"Then occurred the "sariyyah" [raid] of Salim Ibn Umayr al-Amri against Abu Afak, the Jew, in [the month of] Shawwal in the beginning of the twentieth month from the hijrah [immigration from Mecca to Medina in 622 AD], of the Apostle of Allah.  Abu Afak, was from Banu Amr Ibn Awf, and was an old man who had attained the age of one hundred and twenty years.  He was a Jew, and used to instigate the people against the Apostle of Allah, and composed (satirical) verses [about Muhammad].


Salim Ibn Umayr who was one of the great weepers and who had participated in Badr, said, "I take a vow that I shall either kill Abu Afak or die before him.  He waited for an opportunity until a hot night came, and Abu Afak slept in an open place.  Salim Ibn Umayr knew it, so he placed the sword on his liver and pressed it till it reached his bed.  The enemy of Allah screamed and the people who were his followers, rushed to him, took him to his house and interred him.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FROM A CONTEMPORARY MUSLIM SCHOLAR ON ISLAM


FROM ALI DASHTI'S "23 YEARS:  A STUDY OF THE PROPHETIC CAREER OF MOHAMMAD", (3) page 100:

"Abu Afak, a man of great age (reputedly 120 years) was killed because he had lampooned Mohammad.  The deed was done by Salem b. Omayr at the behest of the Prophet, who had asked, "Who will deal with this rascal for me?"  The killing of such an old man moved a poetess, Asma b. Marwan, to compose disrespectful verses about the Prophet, and she too was assassinated."


And prior to listing all of the assassinations Muhammad had ordered, Ali Dashti writes on page 97:


"Thus Islam was gradually transformed from a purely spiritual mission into a militant and punitive organization whose progress depended on booty from raids and revenue from the zakat tax."

------------------------------------------------------------------------------


DISCUSSION


Afak urged the people who lived in Medina to doubt and leave Muhammad.  Afak found Muhammad's sayings strange and dictatorial.  He chided the Arabs that put their faith in Muhammad.  Muhammad heard of this and viewed the 120 year old man as a threat to his credibility, not to his life.  Nowhere does it say that Afak urged his fellow Arabs to attack or harm Muhammad.  Certainly a 120 year old man was not a physical threat to Muhammad or his followers.


What I find interesting is the last statement in Umama b. Muzayriya's verse: 


"Though I knew whether it was man or jinn


Who slew you in the dead of night (I would say naught)."

This statement displays that the Muslims knew exactly what they were doing.  They knew it was cold-blooded murder that they were doing at Muhammad's request. They wanted to keep it secret, they wanted to hide their evil deeds from the populace at large.  That's why Umama said he wouldn't reveal who murdered Afak.



When I think of what type of people order their followers to commit murder, I only can think of organized crime bosses, corrupt political figures, and cult leaders.  Saddam Hussein comes to mind.  How would an Iraqi be treated if he spoke out about Saddam?  Amnesty International just reported that over 1500 political prisoners were executed in Iraq last year.


Or better yet, take the Ayatollah Khomeini.  His fundamentalist Islamic regime had other dissident Iranians murdered all over the world.  These people represent exactly what Muhammad was all about.  They followed Muhammad's methodology:  kill those who are a threat to your credibility.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------


QUESTIONS

1)
What kind of man was Muhammad that he would have a 120 year old man murdered because he urged his fellow citizens to doubt Muhammad?

2)
Yes, Abu Afak was a threat to Muhammad's credibility.  But did he deserve to be murdered, in cold blood, in the night, secretly, while he was sleeping?  Was his opinion that much of a threat to Muhammad?  Didn't the angels help Muhammad at the Battle of Badr?  If so, why was Muhammad afraid of a 120 year old Jewish man?

3)
Are these "Islamic" values compatible with our values in America?  Should Americans who criticize Muhammad expect to have their freedom of speech threatened, or should they live in fear of being killed for speaking their mind?  Remember, Muslims in America have already begun to murder Americans for the sake of their religion.

4)
If Muhammad put this system in place, i.e., the murdering of people who disagree with him, how does it affect Islamic society?  How does it relate to what we have seen done in Islamic societies such as Algeria, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Egypt, and Sudan?  Is this type of brutal murder what Muslims want to live under?

5)
If Muhammad were alive today, and we knew of the people he had murdered, what would America say?  What would you say?  Wouldn't we want to see this type of man pay for his crimes, put in jail for life, or even executed?

6)
Don't we have the right to judge Muhammad according to the best moral standards we know of?  He claimed to be the last prophet of God.  He claimed his system was God's final system for all mankind.  So by our standards, don't you think that what Muhammad did was terribly wrong? If our standards are better than his, then how does his self-asserted "prophethood" really rate? Why should our standards eclipse those of God's final prophet?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------


CONCLUSION


In order to achieve his carnal desires Muhammad had people murdered in cold blood.  One was a 120 year old man named Abu Afak.  We see that Muhammad's efforts were really driven by his flesh and ego, not by God.  Abu Afak was a nuisance to Muhammad no doubt, just as people on different sides of an issue disagree and upset each other.  But no fair person could justify Muhammad's murder of this man.


Jesus taught to love your enemies, to pray for those that persecute you.  Jesus didn't teach to go around murdering people in the night.  Take the example of Christ and the Samaritans opposition to Jesus.


"As the time approached for Him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.  And he set messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem.  When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?"  And he said, "You do not know what kind of spirit you are of, for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them."  And they went to another village."  Luke 10:51-56


Who then really brought God's message of His love to mankind?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Muhammad and the murder of Asma bint Marwan
Authored by "Silas" (A Catholic priest) – February 10, 1998/September 8, 2001 - All emphases are the author’s http://www.answering-islam.org/Silas/asma.htm 
INTRODUCTION


After Muhammad came to Yathrib he began to grow in power.  However, a number of people, both Jew and Arab, opposed him.  Muhammad began to silence his opposition by various means.  One of these means was to have them murdered.


Muhammad did have a number of enemies and critics, some were dangerous, others were ordinary people who lived in the area and thought nil of Muhammad.  Unfortunately for them, they spoke their minds.


One by one, they were silenced.  Through treaties, intrigue, or outright terror, Muhammad gained power in Medina.  Eventually, he became the area’s master.  He knew his followers loved him, and would die for him.  They were at his disposal and at times used them to do his bidding.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PRESENTATION OF ISLAMIC SOURCES

(NOTE:  MY COMMENTS WILL BE IN [ ] TYPE BRACKETS.  NOTES BY THE TRANSLATORS OF THE TEXTS WILL BE IN { } BRACKETS.)

FROM THE SIRAT RASUL ALLAH, by Ibn Ishaq (A. Guillaume's translation "The Life of Muhammad") page 675, 676.

"UMAYR B. ADIYY'S JOURNEY TO KILL ASMA D. MARWAN


"She was of B. Umayyya b. Zayd.  When Abu Afak had been killed she displayed disaffection.  Abdullah b. al-Harith b. Al-Fudayl from his father said that she was married to a man of B. Khatma called Yazid b. Zayd.  Blaming Islam and its followers she said:


"I despise B. Malik and al-Nabit 


and Auf and B. al-Khazraj.

You obey a stranger who is none of yours, 


One not of Murad or Madhhij.   {1}


Do you expect good from him after the killing of your chiefs


Like a hungry man waiting for a cook's broth?


Is there no man of pride who would attack him by surprise


And cut off the hopes of those who expect aught from him?"

Hassan b. Thabit answered her:


"Banu Wa'il and B. Waqif and Khatma


Are inferior to B. al-Khazrahj.


When she called for folly woe to her in her weeping,


For death is coming.


She stirred up a man of glorious origin,


Noble in his going out and in his coming in.


Before midnight he dyed her in her blood


And incurred no guilt thereby."


When the apostle heard what she had said he said, "Who will rid me of Marwan's daughter?"  Umayr b. Adiy al-Khatmi who was with him heard him, and that very night he went to her house and killed her.  In the morning he came to the apostle and told him what he had done and he [Muhammad] said, "You have helped God and His apostle, O Umayr!"  When he asked if he would have to bear any evil consequences the apostle said, "Two goats won't butt their heads about her", so Umayr went back to his people.


Now there was a great commotion among B. Khatma that day about the affair of bint [girl] Marwan.  She had five sons, and when Umayr went to them from the apostle he said, "I have killed bint Marwan, O sons of Khatma.  Withstand me if you can; don't keep me waiting."  That was the first day Islam became powerful among B. Khatma; before that those who were Muslims concealed the fact.  The first of them to accept Islam was Umayr b. Adiy who was called the "Reader", and Abdullah b. Aus and Khuzayma b. Thabit.  The day after Bint Marwan was killed the men of B. Khatma became Muslims because they saw the power of Islam."
[END OF IBN ISHAQ QUOTE]
{1}
The note reads "Two tribes of Yamani origin."

FROM IBN SA'D'S "KITAB AL-TABAQAT AL-KABIR", translated by S. Moinul Haq, volume 2, pages 30-31.

"SARIYYAH OF UMAYR IBN ADI"


Then (occurred) the sariyyah of Umayr ibn adi Ibn Kharashah al-Khatmi against Asma Bint Marwan, of Banu Umayyah Ibn Zayd, when five nights had remained from the month of Ramadan, in the beginning of the nineteenth month from the hijrah of the apostle of Allah.  Asma was the wife of Yazid Ibn Zayd Ibn Hisn al-Khatmi.  She used to revile Islam, offend the prophet and instigate the (people) against him.  She composed verses.  Umayr Ibn Adi came to her in the night and entered her house.  Her children were sleeping around her.  There was one whom she was suckling.  He searched her with his hand because he was blind, and separated the child from her.  He thrust his sword in her chest till it pierced up to her back.  Then he offered the morning prayers with the prophet at al-Medina.  The apostle of Allah said to him:  "Have you slain the daughter of Marwan?"  He said:  "Yes.  Is there something more for me to do?"  He [Muhammad] said:  "No.  Two goats will butt together about her.  This was the word that was first heard from the apostle of Allah.  The apostle of Allah called him Umayr, "basir" (the seeing).

[END OF IBN SA'D QUOTE]

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

CORROBORATING WRITINGS


In "23 Years; A Study of the Prophetic Career of Mohammad", by Ali Dashti, (Mazda Press, 1994), Dashti also references the murders of Abu Afak and Asma b. Marwan.  He wrote (page 100):


"Abu Afak, a man of great age (reputedly 120 years) was killed because he lampooned Mohammad.  The deed was done by Salem b. 'Omayr at the behest of the Prophet, who had asked, "Who will deal with this rascal for me?"  The killing of such an old man moved a poetess, Asma b. Marwan, to compose disrespectful verses about the Prophet, and she too was assassinated."

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DISCUSSION


Let's sum this up and put it in perspective.


Muhammad had Abu Afak murdered.  Asma b. Marwan spoke out against Muhammad for having the old man murdered.  She encouraged her fellow tribesmen to take action against the murderer.  When Muhammad heard of what she had said, he continued his killing spree and had her murdered.

How much of a threat was she to Muhammad?  In all likely-hood, she would have great difficulty in attacking Muhammad herself.  She needed men to stand up to Muhammad.  Look deeper at the event and examine the context of Asma's relationship to her tribe.

1)
First of all, her tribe was not under Muhammad's rule.  Perhaps they had a treaty with Muhammad, perhaps not.  Either way, this women was free to speak her mind.  If a treaty existed, and she was out of line, Muhammad could have complained to her tribe's leaders, and they could have commanded her to be silent.

2)
What's more noteworthy about this event is that after she was murdered, Muhammad said "Two goats won't butt their head about her", meaning no one will care about her death.  (Well except her children and her family).  


Also note, that there were already people from her tribe who had become Muslims.  Certainly these people were not going to listen to her.


The point is this:  if no one really cared about her being murdered, then no one really cared about what she had to say.  Her people also knew about Muhammad having Abu Afak murdered, and they didn't seem to care about that either.  Even in that light, no one would take her serious enough to listen to her urgings to murder Muhammad, who was the leader of a powerful group of people.  None of her people were willing to put their lives on the line for her words.


The bottom line is this:  Asma b. Marwan was not a legitimate threat to Muhammad.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------


Let's explore a similar example. Throughout the Mideast, there are Muslims who call America the Great Satan.  These Muslims have called for the violent destruction of America.  Frequently great crowds have gathered to chant "death to America, death to Reagan, or Bush, Clinton, or ???" Now, if America, or Reagan, or Bush, etc. were to use Muhammad's standards, they would engage in killing quite a few Arabs.  But we know that the chanting of a crowd of hot-heads does not justify the use of violence against them.  There are better ways of dealing with critics and criticisms.  Frequently, in the passion of youth, people do and say things they don't intend to act out, or are not able to carry out.  


So why then did Muhammad really request Asma's murder?


Try multiple choice:

a)
Muhammad believed that she constituted a legitimate threat to himself, so he ordered her murdered

b)
Muhammad was bothered by her words, and wanted her silenced

c)
God told Muhammad to have this woman murdered

Obviously, the only real choice is b.  She didn't scare him, she was not the leader of her tribe, and she had little or no influence.  She was little more than a nuisance to him.  If God told Muhammad to go and kill her, Muhammad would have claimed to have a revelation like "Oh Muslims, Allah says to go and kill Asma b. Marwan".  And it would have happened immediately.  If that was the case then Muslims would have attacked her in force in the daylight.

The only conclusion is that Asma challenged Muhammad’s ego and actions.  This troubled Muhammad and he wanted her silenced.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS

1)
What alarms me the most about Islam is its disposition to violence and use of violence as a standard of God's will.


Umayr is a perfect example of this.  Here is a Muslim man, a friend of Muhammad's, acting upon Muhammad's request and going into a woman's home under the cover of night.  He comes upon the women, sleeping in her bed with her child, and murders her by plunging a sword through her body.


Afterwards, Muhammad tells the man that he has "helped God and his apostle".  If Allah were really threatened by this woman, I think He could have killed her Himself, don't you?  Does God need men to sneak around in the night and murder sleeping women?

2)
Further, what kind of religion is Islam really?  Soon after Umayr murdered Asma, he went to her family and mocked them!  He was laughing in their faces that he had murdered their mother and that they were powerless to do anything about it!  Here is the quote again:


"She had five sons, and when Umayr went to them from the apostle he said, "I have killed bint Marwan, O sons of Khatma.  Withstand me if you can; don't keep me waiting." 

3)
I also have to criticize the non-Muslim Arabs in Muhammad's time.  They did lack a sense of the value of human life.  Here one of their own woman was murdered, and instead of being appalled, they began to convert to Islam because they "saw the power of Islam".  

4)
Finally, similar to observation #1, look at the power of Islam.  Here is the quote:

"That was the first day Islam became powerful among B. Khatma..... The day after Bint Marwan was killed the men of B. Khatma became Muslims because they saw the power of Islam."


So then, the power of Islam is to go about and murder sleeping women in the night, and get away with it?


Does "might make right" ring true in Islam?  Is it "he who has the biggest sword" is from Allah?


The only people I know who respect that kind of power are criminals,  Mafia type people who also go in the night and murder people while they sleep.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

QUESTIONS

1)
What kind of a man was Muhammad?  Did he really need to ask his men to murder a mother of five, a women who was no legitimate threat to him?

2)
Why couldn't Muhammad murder her himself?  Why is it that every time Muhammad wanted someone killed, he always got someone else to do his killing?

3)
Look at this dark side of Islam.  This is the Islam Muhammad practiced.  When the founder of a religion has to have powerless women murdered in the night for opposing him, how can that religion be described?

4)
Where are "women's rights", or "human rights" now in Islam?  If Muhammad denied freedom of speech to others, how does that reflect upon Islam and what we see occurring in the Islamic world today?  Why is it that the more fundamentalist Muslim nations become, the more oppressive they are toward all basic human rights?

5)
Is this Muhammad a man that you could really trust?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CONCLUSION


We know that there are good and bad in all religions, but this case is different.  This event reflects upon the man who started Islam:  Islam is built upon Muhammad's words and deeds.  We see here that Muhammad had a woman brutally murdered.  She was killed because she spoke out against him, and became more of a nuisance, not a legitimate threat.  Further, Muhammad had no legal right to kill her.  He took the situation into his own hands and had her murdered.  Muhammad felt that this murder was helping God; he felt no guilt, or sense of repentance.


Jesus condemned those who murdered ...."Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood"  Revelation 22:15.  Muhammad falls into that category.  Surely, this man Muhammad was not a real prophet of God.

Muhammad and the murder of Kab bin Al-Ashraf
Authored by "Silas" (A Catholic priest) – October 18, 1997/September 16, 2001 - All emphases are the author’s http://www.answering-islam.org/Silas/ashraf.htm 
ABSTRACT
While Muhammad lived in Medina he grew in power. There were a number of Jews that opposed him.  Muhammad asked several of his followers to murder a number of these Jews.  One of these Jews was Kab b. al-Ashraf.  This article deals with Kab's murder.

INTRODUCTION
In Medina Muhammad began to experience opposition by the Jewish tribes living nearby. For the most part they rejected his message and Islam. The Jews had a weak informal treaty with Muhammad but they were not on good terms. One of the Jews, Kab b. al-Ashraf, vocally supported Muhammad's enemies, the Meccans, against Muhammad. He let it be known that he believed that Muhammad was a phoney - not a prophet at all. 
I provide a lot of detail in this article; I want to quote the references in full to provide the proper context. I also quote the sources as they are written in English. Some of the words are arcane, but I want to present the words as they have been translated into English. 

Kab was a Jew. He hated Muhammad. Kab never lifted a weapon against Muhammad or any Muslim, he only voiced his opinion against Muhammad, and made up some unsavory poems about Muslim women. Muhammad saw him as a threat, and therefore had him murdered in the night. 

The Jews around Medina were not under Muhammad's rule; they had only entered into a general agreement with the Muslims, but this agreement was not a formal, established treaty. Muhammad did not have legal right to murder Kab, rather he took it upon himself to get rid of a man who hated him. 


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PRESENTATION OF ISLAMIC SOURCES


From Bukhari volume 5 #369: [Note: this is a very long Hadith. Also note the actual killer in this Hadith is another man named Muhammad bin Maslama. I have referred to him as Maslama.]

QUOTE FROM BUKHARI VOLUME 5, #369
"Narrated Jabir Abdullah: "Allah's messenger said "Who is willing to kill Ka'b bin Al-Ashraf who has hurt Allah and His apostle?" Thereupon Maslama got up saying, "O Allah's messenger! Would you like that I kill him?" The prophet said, "Yes". Maslama said, "Then allow me to say a (false) thing (i.e. to deceive Ka'b). The prophet said, "You may say it."
Maslama went to Ka'b and said, "That man (i.e. Muhammad) demands Sadaqa (i.e. Zakat) [taxes] from us, and he has troubled us, and I have come to borrow something from you." On that, Ka'b said, "By Allah, you will get tired of him!" Maslama said, "Now as we have followed him, we do not want to leave him unless and until we see how his end is going to be. Now we want you to lend us a camel load or two of food." Ka'b said, "Yes, but you should mortgage something to me." Maslama and his companion said, What do you want?" Ka'b replied, "Mortgage your women to me." They said, "How can we mortgage our women to you and you are the most handsome of the Arabs?" Ka'b said, "Then mortgage your sons to me." They said, "How can we mortgage our sons to you? Later they would be abused by the people's saying that so and so has been mortgaged for a camel load of food. That would cause us great disgrace, but we will mortgage our arms to you."
Maslama and his companion promised Ka'b that Maslama would return to him. He came to Ka'b at night along with Ka'b's foster brother, Abu Naila. Ka'b invited them to come into his fort and then he went down to them. His wife asked him, "Where are you going at this time?" Ka'b replied, None but Maslama and my (foster) brother Abu Naila have come." His wife said, "I hear a voice as if blood is dropping from him." Ka'b said, "They are none by my brother Maslama and my foster brother Abu Naila. A generous man should respond to a call at night even if invited to be killed.
Maslama went with two men. So Maslama went in together with two men, and said to them, "When Ka'b comes, I will touch his hair and smell it, and when you see that I have got hold of his head, strike him. I will let you smell his head."
Ka'b bin Al-Ashraf came down to them wrapped in his clothes, and diffusing perfume. Maslama said, "I have never smelt a better scent than this." Ka'b replied, "I have got the best Arab women who know how to use the high class of perfume." Maslama requested Ka'b "Will you allow me to smell your head?" Ka'b said "yes." Maslama smelt it and made his companions smell it as well. Then he requested Ka'b again, "Will you let me (smell your head)?" Ka'b said "Yes". When Maslama got a strong hold of him, he said (to his companions) "Get at him!" So they killed him and went to the prophet and informed him."
END OF BUKHARI QUOTE

Note here that:
1) Muhammad wanted this man killed because he had "Hurt Allah and His apostle!" Now then, how does a man hurt Allah? 
2) Muhammad got someone else to do his dirty work. Muhammad did not partake in killing the man who was hurting Allah, and himself.
3) Muhammad allowed Maslama to lie to draw Ka'b out of his home to murder him. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now we will examine other source references to this event.
From Ibn Hisham's Sirat Rasul Allah ("The Life of the Prophet of God" - the oldest extant biography of Muhammad), page 365. The background to his murder is that after the battle of Badr, Ka'b b. al-Ashraf was horrified by Muhammad's victory, and the death of certain Arab leaders. I'll start with Kab's quote expressing his surprise at the Muslim victory. 


QUOTE FROM THE SIRAT RASULALLAH
""Is this true? Did Muhammad actually kill these whom these two men mention? These are the nobles of the Arabs and kingly men; by God, if Muhammad has slain these people it were better to be dead than alive."  When the enemy of god became certain that the news was true he left the town and went to Mecca to stay with al-Muttalib who was married to Atika.  She took him in and entertained him hospitably.  He began to inveigh against the apostle and to recite verses in which he bewailed the Quraysh who were thrown into the pit after having been slain at Badr."

The Sirat now lists some of the poems made up by Ka'b and others, which I will not list. Ibn Hisham's narrative continues:
Then he composed amatory verses of an insulting nature about the Muslim women. The apostle said - according to what 'Abdullah b. al-Mugith b. Abu Burda told me, - 'Who will rid me of Ibnu'l-Ashraf?' Muhammad b. Maslama, brother of the B. 'Abdu'l-Asshal, said, 'I will deal with him for you, O apostle of God, I will kill him.' He said, 'Do so if you can.' So Muhammad b. Maslama returned and waited for three days without food or drink, apart from what was absolutely necessary. When the apostle was told of this he summoned him and asked him why he had given up eating and drinking. He replied that he had given him an undertaking and he did not know whether he could fulfil it. The apostle said, 'All that is incumbent upon you is that you should try.' He said, 'O apostle of God, we shall have to tell lies.' He answered, 'Say what you like, for you are free in the matter.'
Thereupon he and Silkan b. Salama b. Waqsh who was Abu Na'ila, and Abbad one of the B. 'Abdu'l-Asshal, foster-brother of Ka'b, and 'Abbad b. Bishr b. Waqsh, and al-Harith b. Aus b. Mu'adh of the B. 'Abdu'l-Asshal and Abu 'Abs b. Jabr of the B. Haritha conspired together and sent Silkan to the enemy of God, Ka'b b. Ashraf, before they came to him. He talked to him some time and they recited poetry one to the other, for Silkan was fond of poetry. Then he said, 'O Ibn Ashraf, I have come to you about a matter which I want to tell you of and wish you to keep secret.' 'Very well,' he replied. 
He went on, 'The coming of this man is a great trial to us. It has provoked the hostility of the Arabs, and they are all in league against us. The roads have become impassable so that our families are in want and privation, and we and our families are in great distress.' Ka'b answered, 'By God, I kept telling you O Ibn Salama, that the things I warned you of would happen.' Silkan said to him, 'I want you to sell us food and we will give you a pledge of security and you deal generously in the matter.' He replied, 'Will you give me your sons as a pledge?' He said, 'You want to insult us. I have friends who share my opinion and I want to bring them to you so that you many sell to them and act generously, and we will give you enough weapons for a good pledge.' Silkan's object was that he should not take alarm at the sight of weapons when they brought them. Ka'b answered, 'Weapons are a good pledge.'
Thereupon Silkan returned to his companions, told them what had happened, and ordered them to take their arms. Then they went away and assembled with him and met the apostle.
Thaur b. Zayd from 'Ikrima from Ibn 'Abbas told me the apostle walked with them as far as Baqi'ul-Gharqad. Then he sent them off, saying, 'Go in God's name; O God help them.' So saying, he returned to his house. Now it was a moonlight night and they journeyed on until they came to his castle, and Abu Na'ila called out to him. He had only recently married and he jumped up in the bedsheet, and his wife took hold of the end of it and said, 'You are at war, and those who are at war do not go out at this hour.' He replied, 'It is Abu Na'ila. Had he found me sleeping he would not have woken me.' She answered, 'by God, I can feel evil in his voice.' Ka'b answered, 'Even if the call were for a stab a brave man must answer it.'
So he went down and talked to them for some time, while they conversed with him. Then Abu Na'ila said, 'Would you like to walk with us to Shib al-'Ajuz, so that we can talk for the rest of the night?' 'If you like,' he answered, so they went off walking together; and after a time Abu Na'ila ran his hand through his hair. Then he smelt his hand, and said, 'I have never smelt a scent finer than this.' They walked on farther and he did the same so that Ka'b suspected no evil. Then after a space did it for the third time and cried, 'Smite the enemy of God!' So they smote him, and their swords clashed over him with no effect. Muhammad b. Maslama said, 'I remembered my dagger when I saw that our swords were useless, and I seized it. Meanwhile the enemy of God had made such a noise that every fort around us was showing a light. I thrust it into the lower part of his body, then I bore down upon it until I reached his genitals, and the enemy of God fell to the ground.
Al-Harith had been hurt, being wounded either in his head or in his foot, one of our swords having stuck him. We went away, passing by the B. Umayya b. Zayd and then the B. Qurayza and then Bu'ath until we went up the Harra of al-'Urayd. Our friend al-Harith had lagged behind, weakened by loss of blood, so we waited for him for some time until he came up, following our tracks. We carried him and brought him to the apostle at the end of the night. We saluted him as he stood praying, and he came out to us and we told him that we had killed God's enemy. He spat upon our comrade's wounds, and both he and we returned to our families. Our attack upon God's enemy cast terror among the Jews, and there was no Jew in Medina who did not fear for his life.'
END OF QUOTE OF THE SIRAT RASUL ALLAH

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ibn Sa'd's Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir adds another interesting feature to this story. From the Tabaqat, volume 2, page 37:
"Then they cut his head and took it with them. ... they cast his head before him [Muhammad]. He (the prophet) praised Allah on his being slain."
END OF IBN SA'D QUOTE

Note what really happened here. Ka'b encouraged Muhammad's enemies, and made up some poems about Muslim women. Muhammad didn't like it, and had him murdered. After they kill Ka'b, they behead him and bring the head to Muhammad. When Muhammad sees his head, Muhammad praises God for Ka'b being slain!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

QUESTIONS
1) Did Muhammad abide by the treaty he had with the Jews? Was it right to murder one of their leaders under cover of night, as criminals would?
2) What does this say for true law? If Kab were a real criminal, couldn't Muhammad have dealt with him according to the local law or treaty he had with the Jews?
3) What are the implications for Islamic society?  In effect, can Muslims murder in the night those who oppose them or Islam?  At that time, the Islamic state did not rule over the Jews around Medina.
4) What does this say about the real character of Muhammad?  How would such actions be judged in America today?
5) What other types of people dispatch men to commit murder in the night?

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CONCLUSION
We see a cold blooded murder take place. Muhammad took things into his own hands, and murdered a man who verbally opposed him. This was a brutal murder. A man was tricked by his former friends, who were now Muslims, into coming out to help them. Once out, they murdered him.


Once again, when Muhammad was confronted with a challenge, he dealt with it in a violent fashion. When he lived in Mecca, prior to his flight to Medina, Muhammad was weak and unable to use force to obtain his wants. But after he gained power, he used it to his own advantage, to accomplish his desires. He had become a law unto himself.
This is not the action of a real prophet of God.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MUHAMMAD COMPARED TO JESUS' WORDS
Jesus said to the Jews who sought to kill him in John 8:42-44 -
"...If God were your Father you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies."
Jesus points out that the sons of Satan are liars and murderers. Muhammad followed in those same footsteps, he taught lying was okay, and Muhammad had men murdered in cold blood.
Muhammad and the murder of Kinana
Authored by "Silas" (A Catholic priest) – October 12, 1997/September 15, 2001 - All emphases are the author’s http://www.answering-islam.org/Silas/kinana.htm 
ABSTRACT


Muhammad aggressively attacked several groups of people around him.  One of these groups were the Jews of Khaibar.  Muhammad believed God led him to attack Khaibar.  After Khaibar was conquered, the Jews were either enslaved, executed, or allowed to live there provided they gave the Muslims one half of all they produced.  One of Muhammad's most brutal acts involved a prisoner named Kinana.  Kinana was one of the leaders of Khaibar.  Muhammad wanted him to reveal where some buried treasure was hidden.  Kinana refused.  Muhammad had him tortured to the point of death, then had him beheaded.

INTRODUCTION


When Muhammad started out on his mission, he proclaimed that he was only a "warner" for the people.  As Sura 88:21 says:


"Therefore give warning, your duty is only to give warning:  you are not their keeper."


At the time Muhammad spoke this verse his followers were few and weak in strength.  They were disliked, and Muhammad was mocked and persecuted.  He proclaimed that Allah had told him that he was only a warner to the people.


However, years later, Muhammad and his following had grown in strength.  He led a strong, dedicated army.  Muhammad had a degree of power.  Now the rules of the game had changed.  When he was weak he implored the Meccans to turn from paganism and worship only Allah.  Now that he had a degree of military strength he was aggressively bearing the sword of Islam.


On page 515 of "The Life of Muhammad", which is basically a translation of Ibn Ishaq's "Sirat Rasul Allah", (The Life of the Prophet of God), the events of the conquest of Khaibar are detailed.  This event occurred about 3 years before Muhammad's death due to poisoning.  Khaibar was a large Jewish settlement about 95 miles north of Medina.  The Jews there were primarily farmers.  Khaibar was known to have some of the best date palms in the region.  The Jews there were well to do because they had worked hard and earned it.


Prior to Muhammad's conquest of Khaibar, he had just been stopped by the Meccans from performing a pilgrimage to Mecca.  Outside of Mecca, he also signed a humiliating treaty with the Meccans - a treaty that a number of his leading followers didn't like.  To placate them Muhammad claimed to have a "revelation" that God would give them the possessions of the Jews of Khaibar.  Six weeks later he marched on Khaibar with the intent to conquer and plunder.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

SOURCES


The oldest extant biography of Muhammad is called the "Sirat Rasulallah" — "Life of the Prophet of Allah".  This book was written by Ibn Ishaq, a devout Muslim scholar, and later revised by Ibn Hisham.  It was written before any of the major works of Hadith.  It is considered the most authentic biography of Muhammad.  It was translated into English by A. Guillaume as "The Life of Muhammad".

         Page 515 reads:

         "Kinana al-Rabi, who had the custody of the treasure of Banu Nadir, was brought to the apostle who asked him about it.  He denied that he knew where it was.  A Jew came (Tabari says "was brought"), to the apostle and said that he had seen Kinana going round a certain ruin every morning early.  
When the apostle said to Kinana, "Do you know that if we find you have it I shall kill you?"  He said "Yes".  The apostle gave orders that the ruin was to be excavated and some of the treasure was found.  When he asked him about the rest he refused to produce it, so the apostle gave orders to al-Zubayr Al-Awwam, "Torture him until you extract what he has."  So he kindled a fire with flint and steel on his chest until he was nearly dead.  Then the apostle delivered him to Muhammad b. Maslama and he struck off his head, in revenge for his brother Mahmud."

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DISCUSSION


I find Muhammad's orders to torture Kinana to obtain "buried treasure" similar to what criminals do to obtain people's money or possessions.  I picture organized crime figures beating someone or torturing them to make them talk.  "Talk! tell us where the money is! or we'll make your pain even worse!".


Here, Muhammad has a man tortured to force him to "Talk".  Finally, when he is near death, Muhammad has his head cut off.


I don't recall Moses ever torturing people during their travels and conquest of Canaan.  Certainly Jesus never taught His disciples it was okay to torture people.  Yet, even after plundering Khaibar, a well to do city, Muhammad wasn't satisfied he wanted more.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

QUESTIONS

1)
Think about Muhammad's statement, "Torture him until you extract what he has". This is the prophet of Islam in action when he now has the power of the sword. What kind of a man is the prophet of Islam? How would you feel if you were watching the news and learned about this happening in your neighborhood?

2)
Muslims complain about what some Serbs have done to the Muslims in Bosnia, and I agree with the Muslims. But if anyone were to study this act of Muhammad they would see that Muhammad also did some of the same brutal things to people. If today's Muslims feel they have the right to complain about the actions of some Serbs in Bosnia don't they feel that Muhammad's actions should also be condemned?
3)
How much plunder was enough?  Muhammad had already gained the possessions of Khaibar.  No doubt he had already obtained great wealth.  Was it necessary for Muhammad to do this to Kinana?

4)
With Muhammad setting this example of pillage, enslavement, torture, and murder, is it little wonder that similar events are occurring in the Muslim world today?  We all are familiar with the events occurring in Algeria, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Egypt, Mali, and Mauritania.  These brutalities are not carried out by "drug gangs, or organized crime figures, or even political revolutionaries, but by devout Muslims.  These Muslims want to establish their brand or Islam, similar to what Muhammad practiced.  Therefore they believe they have the right to do what Muhammad did.  Remember, Muslims are obligated to follow Muhammad's lifestyle, or "Sunnah".  If Muhammad were allowed to torture and execute a man, just to obtain money, then Muslims today can do likewise.  Is that what Muslims really want to 
build a society upon?

5)
Muslims who choose to follow Muhammad choose to justify and support his evil deeds.  Why put your eternity, heaven or hell, in the hands of a man like Muhammad?  Is this the man you are willing to risk your eternity on?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CONCLUSION


Muhammad's action here was one of the flesh.  It was sinful.  It was driven by greed and hatred.  These actions were not the actions of a true prophet of God, they were the actions of a man determined on doing his own will, and accomplishing his own desires.


The New Testament in 1 Tim. 6:10 says:  "For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil..."


Muhammad's greed drove him to doing evil; torturing and then murdering a man, just for obtaining money.

Jesus taught a better way:  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."  Matthew 6:91-21.

I would ask all Muslims to consider the true Jesus.  Put your faith and trust in Him.

Muhammad and the murder of the Muslims of Uraynah
Authored by "Silas" (A Catholic priest) – April 5, 1998/September 16, 2001 - All emphases are the author’s http://www.answering-islam.org/Silas/shepherds.htm 
ABSTRACT


During the year 628 A.D., eight men from the clan of Uraynah, came to Medina.  They became Muslims.  While they were there they got sick.  
Muhammad prescribed a medicine for them: he told them to drink camel milk and camel urine.  After the men got better, they brutally murdered the shepherd of the camels, stole the camels, and tried to escape.  Muhammad sent an armed party of 20 men after them.  They were caught and brought back to Medina.  There, Muhammad pronounced their judgment:  their eyes were branded with hot irons, then plucked out, their hands and feet were cut off, and then, while still alive, they were thrown out on the hot desert to die.

INTRODUCTION


By this time, Muhammad had climbed to the top of power in Medina.  Men from different areas would often come to Medina for various reasons.  Some of them would convert to Islam and submit to Muhammad.  One of the more strange events that took place at this time was Muhammad's prescription of camel urine as medicine and then the apostasy and punishment of the men who had come from Uraynah to Medina.


These men were not used to the climate in Medina, and they got sick.  Muhammad told them to go and drink camel milk and urine as a medicine.  Afterwards, when they felt better, they decided to steal the camels.  In doing this they brutally murdered the shepherd of the camels.  


As the ruler of the Muslims in Medina Muhammad correctly felt he needed to take action against the men from Uraynah.  He sent out a posse who promptly captured the Uraynians and brought them back to Medina.  Obviously they had to pay for their crimes.  There Muhammad pronounced a cruel judgment against them.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PRESENTATION OF ISLAMIC SOURCES


I present four different respected Islamic sources for this event.

FROM THE HISTORY OF TABARI, VOLUME 8, pages 97, 98 (1)

"According to Muhammad b. Umar [al-Waqidi]:  "In this year a raiding party led by Kurz b. Jabir al-Fihri set out against the members of the Banu Uraynah who had killed the herdsman of the Messenger of God and driven off camels in Shawwal of the year 6.  The Messenger of God sent Kurz with twenty horsemen.""

FROM THE HADITH OF SAHIH BUKHARI (2)
From Volume 1, #234

1.234:  Narrated Abu Qilaba:

Anas said, "Some people of 'Ukl or 'Uraina tribe came to Medina and its climate did not suit them.  So the Prophet ordered them to go to the herd of (Milch) camels and to drink their milk and urine (as a medicine).  So they went as directed and after they became healthy, they killed the shepherd of the Prophet and drove away all the camels.  The news reached the Prophet early in the morning and he sent (men) in their pursuit and they were captured and brought at noon.  He then ordered to cut their hands and feet (and it was done), and their eyes were branded with heated pieces of iron.  They were put in 'Al-Harra' and when they asked for water, no water was given to them."  Abu Qilaba said, "Those people committed theft and murder, became infidels after embracing Islam and fought against Allah and His Apostle."
From Bukhari Volume 2, #577

2.577:  Narrated Anas:

Some people from 'Uraina tribe came to Medina and its climate did not suit them, so Allah's Apostle allowed them to go to the herd of camels (given as Zakat) and they drank their milk and urine (as medicine) but they killed the shepherd and drove away all the camels. So Allah's Apostle sent (men) in their pursuit to catch them, and they were brought, and he had their hands and feet cut, and their eyes were branded with heated pieces of iron and they were left in the Harra (a stony place at Medina) biting the stones. 

Similar references are found in Bukhari 5.505, 7.623, and 8.797.

FROM THE SIRAT RASUL ALLAH (THE LIFE OF THE PROPHET OF GOD), BY IBN ISHAQ (3), pages 677, 678

"A traditionalist told me from one who had told him from Muhammad b. Talha from Uthman v. Abdul-Rahman that in the raid of Muharib and B. Thalaba the apostle had captured a slave called Yasar, and he put him in charge of his milch-camels to shepherd them in the neighborhood of al-Jamma.  Some men of Qays of Kubba of Bajila came to the apostle suffering from an epidemic and enlarged spleens, and the apostle told them that if they went to the milch camels and drank their milk and their urine they would recover, so off they went.  When they recovered their health and their bellies contracted to their normal size they fell upon the apostle's shepherds Yasar and killed him and stuck thorns in his eyes and drove away his camels.  The apostle sent Kurz b. Jabir in pursuit and he overtook them and brought them to the apostle as he returned from the raid of Dhu Qarad.  He cut off their hands and feet and gouged out their eyes."

FROM THE KITAB AL TABAQAT AL KABIR (BOOK OF THE MAJOR CLASSES), Volume 2, BY IBN SA'D, pages 114, 115 (4)

Then (occurred) the sariyyah of Kurz Ibn Jabir al-Fihri towards al-Uraniyin in Shawwal of the sixth year from the hijrah of the Apostle of Allah.  They (narrators) said:  A party of the Uraynah numbering eight came to the Apostle of Allah and embraced Islam but the climate of al-Medina did not suit them.  
Thereupon the Apostle of Allah ordered them to live with his milch-camels which used to graze at Dhu al-Jadr in the vicinity of Quba close to Ayr at a distance of six miles from al-Medina.  They remained there till they recuperated and became fat.  One morning they made a raid on the milch camels and drove them away.  Yasar the mawla of the Apostle of Allah, with a party confronted them.  He fought with them.  They cut his hands and feet and pricked thorns in his tongue and eyes.  Consequently he died.  The news of his incident reached the Apostle of Allah.  He sent twenty horsemen to pursue them and appointed Kurz Ibn al-Fihri their leader.  They reached there, and surrounded them.  They captured them, tied them, and seating them on their horses they brought them to al-Medina.  The Apostle of Allah, was at al-Ghabah.  They set out with them towards him and met him at al-Zaghabah, the place where flood water came from all directions.  He gave orders and their hands and feet were amputated, their eyes were extracted.  They were crucified.  Then the verse was revealed to the Apostle of Allah:


"The only reward of those who make war upon Allah and His Messenger and strive after corruption in the land".


After that he did not extract eyes of anyone.


The milch-camels were fifteen in number which yielded much milk.  They brought them back to al-Medina.  The Apostle of Allah found one of the camels called al-Hinna missing.  He inquired about it and was told that they had slaughtered it."
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

DISCUSSION


Two strange things stand out in this event:

#1)
Muhammad, the self-appointed prophet of God told Muslims to drink camel urine as medicine.

#2)
Muhammad had the criminals brutally tortured before they died a slow death in the heat of the desert. 


In dealing with point #1, I've asked some medical professionals about urine having any medicinal properties. All of them said that urine is a waste product, not a medicine.


Urine does contain urea, which is an organic compound.  It can be used as a fertilizer, just as dung can be used.  But urea is basically excess nitrogen being expelled by the body of humans or other animals.  It has no medicinal properties. (5)


Notice that the Sirat Rasul Allah says that the Uraynians had "enlarged spleens".  I've read about the spleen.  It is an organ that filters useless substances from the blood.  It also helps the body fight infection.  However, I see no help given to the spleen in drinking urine, which is a waste product to begin with.  And, one can surmise the cleanliness levels of the Arabs in that time.  I doubt if sanitary conditions were all that excellent.  If anything, they were drinking in germs. (6)


I have been told that using camel urine was a cultural thing for the Arabs.  Perhaps, but you certainly don't read about it much in their literature.  I am willing to accept that Muhammad believed that it had medicinal properties, true or false. History is full of various people groups using elements as "medicines" only to find out later that there were no medicinal properties in the elements they used. Muhammad's sincere belief that it was medicine does not make it a medicine.


In dealing with point #2, I’d say that this is an extraordinary act of brutality on Muhammad's part.  I believe that the criminals needed to be punished and I have no problem with putting them to death.  But I do have a problem with torturing them.  Let's review what was done to these men after they were captured and brought to Muhammad.


1)
Their hands and feet were cut off.


2)
Their eyes were seared with hot irons then gouged out.


3)
They were thrown upon the hot, black rocks of the Harra desert.  There they began to suffer the effects of dehydration.  They begged for water, but none was given to them.  In their pain and agony the men bit at the rocks.

Personally, I don't have sympathy for the criminals.  I have no problem with the death penalty for their crime.  But it amazes me that a man who claimed to be from God would treat other humans in this fashion.  You can sense the bitter hate, the driving need for revenge in Muhammad's heart as he had them tortured in this way.  I don't see God in this.  I see dark spiritual forces, and dark fleshly forces at work, driving Muhammad to do this.

QUESTIONS

1)
What happened to the "prophethood" of the prophet?  After all, he was supposed to be in contact with Allah.  Did Allah want the Muslims to be misled into believing that camel urine is medicine?  Remember, Muslims are to follow his lifestyle today.  Do they also believe that camel urine is a medicine?  Do Islamic pharmacies prescribe camel urine?  Why was he prescribing urine as a medicine?  Ask Muslims you know if they drink urine as medicine.

2)
Was it necessary for Muhammad to torture the criminals the way he did? What would the Muslims of today say if the Israelis were to torture Islamic terrorists in the same way? What would the world say? What does your heart say?
3)
If Muslims today condemn the atrocities that some peoples have perpetrated upon their fellow Muslims, then shouldn't they condemn the actions of Muhammad himself? What's good for the goose is good for the gander. If Muslims today justify Muhammad's actions upon his enemies, then they have no right to complain about many (not all) of the suffering inflicted upon fellow Muslims by their enemies.
4)
If Muhammad were allowed by God to do this to the criminals, and Muslims are commanded to follow Muhammad's lifestyle, then what does this say about real Islamic society?

CONCLUSION


Muhammad was no real prophet of God.  He was a man bent on doing his own thing.   When angered he took a brutal revenge upon those who crossed him.  His prescription of camel urine shows that he adhered to superstitious folklore as guidance.  His treatment of the criminals shows that he was driven by dark, hateful motives.


Concerning those who would not be allowed into paradise, Jesus said, "Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood."  Revelation 22:15.


Jesus healed the sick, He didn't prescribe superstitions as medicine.  Jesus taught God's justice, but He didn't teach in-humane torture.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
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Muhammad and the Meccan Ten
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ABSTRACT


When Muhammad conquered Mecca, he gave orders for the execution of 10 people.  Most of these were executed; others were spared for various reasons.  This article examines who was ordered to be executed, why the orders were given, and the final outcome for each person ordered to be murdered by Muhammad.

INTRODUCTION


As Muhammad grew in power, he began to use violence to obtain his desires.  He ordered the murder of many people.  He himself did not go out and commit the murders; he had men who were willing to do his killing for him.


Muhammad had marched upon Mecca with an army of at least 10,000 soldiers.  These men were tough, dedicated Muslims.  The Meccan leaders did not think they could defeat Muhammad's army, so they surrendered to him.  Muhammad did not destroy Mecca, or massacre its inhabitants, but he remembered some of his personal enemies and ordered their execution.  Muhammad hated some of these people only because they had mocked him years earlier.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

BACKGROUND


I want to give you some background on the sources I am using.  Primarily I am using three Muslim sources:

1)  the "Hadiths" (Traditions) of Bukhari, Muslim, and Abu Dawud,

2)  the "Sirat Rasulallah" originally written by Ibn Ishaq and later rescinded by Ibn Hisham, and
3)  the "Kitab al-Tabaqat al-Kabir" written by Ibn Sa'd.

4)  "23 Years - A study of the prophetic career of Muhammad", by Ali Dashti.

Dashti was a Shia Muslim scholar.  He was murdered when he was about 85 years old by the Muslim who took over Iran.  Although Dashti doesn't represent the Sunni branch of Islam, he addressed the issues I am addressing in this paper, and I've found his scholarship substantial, and well founded. No doubt he had access to far more Islamic sources than I have. So, while some Sunni Muslims may object to me quoting a Shia scholar, I find that his comments regarding the murders at Mecca to be in accordance with the information I've found in the Hadith, Sirat, and Tabaqat.  In any case, my points are not based on Dashti's work, his comments are confirming my own research and conclusions.


All of the writers of these sources were Muslim, and all of the first 3 works are recognized by the Sunni branch of Islam.  Of course none of these are recognized equal to the Quran.  I would say that the order of authentic recognition is 1) Hadiths, 2) Sirat, 3) Tabaqat.


The Hadith are the traditions, sayings, and actions of Muhammad.  Both the Sirat and Tabaqat are biographies of Muhammad.  Both biographies were written well before the Hadith.  Both contain much material corroborated by the Hadith and Quran.

As I continue to quote these sources, at times I will interject my own notes, as a short explanation, to keep the context clear for you.  My own notes will be bracketed by [  ] type brackets.


NOTE that frequently, in these sources, the original writers or translators used parenthesis.  I will type their parenthesis as standard

(  ) parenthesis brackets, just as they appear in their text.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTE ON THE SIRAT RASULALLAH:

The Sirat was translated into English by A. Guillaume.  He was a recognized Islamic scholar.  He wrote many books on Islam.  He was the professor of Arabic at the University of London, a member of the Arab Academy of Damascus, and Royal Academy of Baghdad.  A number of Arab Muslim scholars worked with him on his translation of the Sirat.  Guillaume was a professional, he was not trying to discredit Muhammad in any way.  He just wanted to produce the best translation possible.  Further, I have a book written by Muslim apologists that quote from his translations of the Sirat.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

NOTE ON THE TABAQAT:

The Tabaqat was translated into English by S. Moinul Haq, a Pakistani.  His work was published by the Pakistan Historical Society.  It is published in two volumes.  The title means "Book of the Major Classes".  It also is basically a biography of Muhammad. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

MUHAMMAD AND MURDER IN MECCA - DETAILS


Muhammad ordered the execution of 10 people when he took Mecca.  Here is the list of names found in Ibn Sa'd "Tabaqat".


The quote is from the Tabaqat, Vol. 2, page 168.


"The apostle of Allah entered through Adhakhir, [into Mecca], and prohibited fighting.  He ordered six men and four women to be killed, they were (1) Ikrimah Ibn Abi Jahl, (2) Habbar Ibn al-Aswad, (3) Abd Allah Ibn Sa'd Ibn Abi Sarh, (4) Miqyas Ibn Sababah al-Laythi, (5) al-Huwayrith Ibn Nuqaydh, (6) Abd Abbah Ibn Hilal Ibn Khatal al-Adrami, (7) Hind Bint Utbah, (8) Sarah, the mawlat (enfranchised girl) of Amr Ibn Hashim, (9) Fartana and (10) Qaribah.


Occasionally, the Sirat, and the Tabaqat use a different name for the same person.  #3 in the list given above is such a case.  The differences in the name is due to the amount of family lineage given for the man's name, and the English translation.


Let's start with #3 in the list.  The Sirat corroborates the Tabaqat's list, a few at a time.  And the Sirat gives much more detail concerning #3.  You'll see that in the end, this man was almost executed, but he got lucky because Muhammad's men couldn't read Muhammad's mind!  This case will give you a glimpse into how Muhammad's mind worked.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

QUOTING FROM THE SIRAT, PAGE 550.


"The apostle had instructed his commanders when they entered Mecca only to fight those who resisted them, except a small number who were to be killed even if they were found beneath the curtains of the Kaba.  Among them was Abdullah Sa'd, brother of the B. Amir Luayy.  The reason he ordered him to be killed was that he had been a Muslim and used to write down revelation; then he apostatized and returned to Quraysh [Mecca] and fled to Uthman Affan whose foster brother he was.  The latter hid him until he brought him to the apostle after the situation in Mecca was tranquil, and asked that he might be granted immunity.  They allege that the apostle remained silent for a long time till finally he [Muhammad] said yes [granting Abdullah immunity from the execution order].


When Uthman had left he [Muhammad] said to his companions who were sitting around him, "I kept silent so that one of you might get up and strike off his head!"  One of the Ansar said, "Then why didn't you give me a sign, O apostle of God?"  He answered that a prophet does not kill by pointing."

Ibn Sa'd corroborates Ibn Ishaq and says on page 174:


"A person of al-Ansar had taken a vow to kill Ibn Abi Sarh [the already mentioned Abdullah] if he saw him.  Uthman whose foster brother he (Ibn Abi Sarh) was, came and interceded for him with the prophet.  The Ansari was waiting for the signal of the prophet to kill him.  Uthman interceded and he [Muhammad] let him go.  The apostle of Allah said to the Ansari, "Why did you not fulfill your vow?"  He said, "O apostle of Allah!  I had my hand on the hilt of the sword waiting for your signal to kill him.  The prophet said signaling would have been a breach of faith.  It does not behave the prophet to make signal.""

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

DISCUSSION


Okay let’s examine this one.  Abdullah Sa'd used to write down Muhammad's revelations, i.e., the Quran.  Later, he apostatized, left Islam, and went back to Mecca.  When Muhammad took Mecca he gave a general amnesty, except for a number of specific people he wanted killed.  Abdullah Sa'd is the first of this group mentioned.


Ali Dashti provides additional comments.  I do not have all of the source references Dashti had, but this will give you more insight into the reason Muhammad ordered to have Abdullah killed.

From Ali Dashti's "23 Years, A study of the prophetic career of Muhammad", page 98.


"The last man named [in the list of people to be killed] had been one of the scribes employed at Medina to write down the 'revelations'.  On a number of occasions, with Muhammad's consent, he changed the closing words of verses.  For example, when Muhammad said "And God is mighty and wise", Abdullah Sarh suggested 'knowing and wise', and the prophet answered that there was no objection.  Having observed a succession of changes of this type, Abdullah renounced Islam on the ground that the revelations, if from God, could not be changed at the prompting of a scribe such as himself.  After his apostasy, he went to Mecca and joined the Qorayshites."


So you see the background behind the order to murder Abdullah.  He was a threat to the credibility of the Quran.  He was a Muslim, worked with Muhammad in writing down the Quran, and, from time to time he suggested some minor changes.  Finally Abdullah realized that if this were truly from God, no changes would be made at the suggestion of a mere scribe.  So, he realized Islam was false, and went back to Mecca.  After Muhammad took Mecca, and issued the order to kill him, he hid out with Uthman who was one of Muhammad's closest companions.  Later Abdullah pled for amnesty.  Muhammad wanted one of his men to kill him on the spot, but they didn't know, because they couldn't read Muhammad's mind.  So, finally Muhammad gave him amnesty.


Note here that Ibn Hisham notes [note #803] that Abdullah became a Muslim again, and obtained a political position in time.  This was a case of "If you can't beat em, join em."


Muslims may say 'well, Muhammad ordered him to be killed, but Muhammad accepted his repentance and let him live.'  That is beside the point.  Muhammad really wanted him to die, it just didn't happen the way Muhammad wanted.


I have to comment here.  Muhammad's reasoning is really vain and irrational.  Muhammad issues an edict to have a man executed, but fails to have it carried out because he doesn't want to make a signal with his hand???  Why didn't Muhammad kill him himself?  If this man had committed such a crime as to cost him his life, why didn't Muhammad see that his death sentence be carried out?


This shows that Muhammad orders were made willy-nilly.  This man committed no major crime.  Muhammad just wanted this man killed for personal reasons.  People lived or died depending on Muhammad's frame of mind.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

So far, we have examined one execution order. Muhammad ordered that Abdullah be executed, but Abdullah got lucky because Muhammad's men were not mind readers.

0 for 1 (0 killed for 1 on the list).

----------------------------------------------------------------------------


Now let’s go on with the Sirat, picking up where I left off on page 550.


"Another [to be killed] was Abdullah Khatal of B. Taym b. Ghalib.  He had become a Muslim and the apostle sent him to collect the poor tax in company with one of the Ansar.  He had with him a freed slave who served him.  (He was Muslim).  When they halted he ordered the latter to kill a goat for him and prepare some food, and went to sleep.  When he woke up the man had done nothing, so he attacked and killed him and apostatized.  He had two singing-girls Fartana and her friend who used to sing satirical songs about the apostle, so he ordered that they should be killed with him."


Let's stop here and examine this paragraph. Muhammad ordered that a man who apostatized, and his two slave girls, be killed.  Khatal was ordered to be killed not because he killed his male slave, a Muslim, but because he apostatized.  Islamic law does not allow a Muslim man to be put to death for killing a slave.  Muhammad also ordered two slave girls to be killed for singing satirical songs about him.  Remember, they sung these songs about Muhammad years earlier.  Now it was Muhammad's payback time.  Look, these slave girls were not threats to Islam, or to the new Islamic state.  They were only slave girls.  They were ordered to be executed only because they sang a silly song about Muhammad.  More on them in a few paragraphs.

Note here that Khatal is #6 in Ibn Sa'd's list.


Now I will give you the information from Ibn Sa'd's book on Khatal, Vol. 2, page 172 and on.  I will not type out the chain of narrators.

p172:
"The apostle of Allah entered Makkah in the year of victory and on his head there was a helmet.  Then he removed it.  Ma'n and Musa Ibn Dawud said in their version:  A person came to him and said, "O apostle of Allah! Ibn Khatal is holding fast the curtains of al-Kabah.  Thereupon the apostle of Allah said:  "Kill him."

p173:
"....kill him wherever you find him"


Now then on to Bukhari's Hadith about Khatal, volume 5 #582.


"Narrated Anas bin Malik:  "On the day of the Conquest, the prophet entered Mecca, wearing a helmet on his head.  When he took it off, a man came and said, "Ibn Khatal is clinging to the curtain of the Kaba."  The prophet said "Kill him."


Khatal was not as fortunate as Abdullah.  Ibn Sa'd says on page 174:


"Verily the apostle of Allah ordered (his followers) on the day of the Victory to kill Ibn Abi Sarh, Fartana Ibn al-Zibr'ra and Ibn Khatal.  Abu Barzah came and saw him (Ibn Khatal) holding fast the curtains of al-Kabah.  He (Abu Barzah) ripped open his belly. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Okay, now we have a man who only apostatized from Islam executed.  Note that he apostatized while living in Medina, not Mecca.

1 for 2.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------



Now I will jump ahead to page 551 of the Sirat to finish the story of the slave girls.


"As for Ibn Khatal's two singing girls, one was killed and the other ran away until the apostle, asked for immunity, gave it to her."


So, one girl was murdered, one ran away.  When Muhammad eased up, she plead for forgiveness, and he gave her immunity.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------


So, one of the slave girls escapes, the other is executed.  Later, the living slave girl begs forgiveness, and is forgiven.  Again, this shows that Muhammad's death sentences were willy-nilly.  They mocked him, they paid (one with her life).  Later, as Muhammad felt more secure, he forgave the remaining slave girl.

2 for 4.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------


On page 551 of the Sirat:


"Another was al-Huwayrith Nuqaydh Wahb Qusayy, one of those who used to insult him in Mecca.  ... Al-Juwayrith was killed by Ali.  [Ali was Muhammad's son in law.]


What do you see here?  This guy was murdered because he insulted Muhammad!  Ibn Hisham notes [804] that Huwayrith goaded a camel that two of Muhammad's children were riding on.  So, years later, he paid with his life.

3 for 5.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------


Continuing on page 551 of the Sirat:


"Another [ordered to be killed] was Miqyas Hubaba because he had killed an Ansari who had killed his brother accidentally, and returned to Quraysh as a polytheist."


There is a reference to this on page 492:

"Miqyas Subaba came from Mecca as a Muslim, so he professed, saying, "I come to you as a Muslim seeking the bloodwit for my brother who was killed in error.""  The apostle ordered that he should have the bloodwit for his brother Hisham and he stopped a short while with the apostle.  Then he attacked his brother's slayer and killed him and went off to Mecca an apostate.


This guy evidently became a Muslim and wanted revenge on the man who had accidentally killed his brother.  Muhammad allowed him to take his revenge.  Miqyas then killed the other Muslim who accidentally killed his brother.  He then left Islam as an apostate and returned to Mecca.  Since the penalty for leaving Islam is death, Muhammad had him killed.

4 for 6.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------


Continuing on page 551 of the Sirat:

"And Sara, freed slave of one of the Abdul-Muttalib [a tribe], and Ikrima Abu Jahl.  Sara had insulted him [Muhammad] in Mecca.  As for Ikrima, he fled to the Yaman.  His wife Umm Hakim Harith Hisham became a Muslim and asked for immunity for him and the apostle gave it.  She went to the Yaman in search of him and brought him to the apostle and he accepted Islam."


Here are two more, one was killed, one was forgiven.  I don't know what Ikrima did to deserve the death sentence in the first place.  Ibn Hisham later says on page 551 that "Similarly Sara, who lived until in the time of Umar a mounted soldier trod her down in the valley of Mecca and killed her.  Al-Huwayrith was killed by Ali."


For a side note, there is a Hadith narrated by Ikrima, Bukhari vol. 9 #57


"Narrated Ikrima:  "Some atheists were brought to Ali [Muhammad's son in law, the fourth Caliph] and he burnt them [to death].  The news of this event reached Ibn Abbas who said, 'If I had been in his place, I would not have burnt them as Allah's messenger forbade it saying "Do not punish anybody with Allah's punishment (fire)."  I would have killed them according to the statement of Allah's messenger 'Whoever changed his Islamic religion, then kill him''".

5 for 8.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------


How do you feel about freedom of religion?  Should people be killed just because they want to leave Islam?  Muhammad said they should be killed.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------


From Ibn Sa'd's list, #2 is probably the man mentioned in Bukhari vol. 5, #662.  Habbar Ibn al-Aswad Al-Ansi.  He was murdered in Yemen.

6 for 9.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------


Number 7 on Ibn Sa'd's list was Hind bint Utbah.  She was Abu Sufyan's wife.  Dashti notes that Muhammad had earlier ordered Sufyan to be killed.  Sufyan was a big leader in Mecca.  He fought against Muhammad in battle.  Just before Muhammad took Mecca, Sufyan went out to Muhammad and was coerced into accepting Islam, or be killed.  Sufyan accepted Islam.  Afterwards, Hind bint Utbah accepted Islam and was spared. Hind had previously desecrated dead Muslim bodies after the battle of Uhud. She even cut the liver out of one dead Muslim and took a bite of it, and spit it out. She also mocked Muhammad and the other defeated Muslims as they left the field.


She asked forgiveness and was forgiven.

6 for 10.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

SUMMARY


We see that some of these people were murdered simply because they had rejected Muhammad and mocked him.  Others were ordered to be executed because they had thought for themselves and left Islam.  Most of these people never lifted a weapon against Muhammad.  Years later, Muhammad in his bitter vengeance, took revenge for the pain and humiliation some of these people caused him and had these people killed.
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