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Muslims and the Gayatri Mantra
Like many Indian Christians, individual Muslims too have been capitulating to Hindu spiritual practices like “Om” mantra chanting, Surya Namaskar and yoga. However, Muslim clerics have always strongly condemned them as un-Islamic, especially when the government has attempted to impose them on educational institutions. Government-aided Catholic schools have no option but to incorporate yoga into the curriculum. Christians and Muslims serving in the police and defence forces are compelled to do yoga and participate in celebrations like International Yoga Day.
Now Muslims have protested against being compulsorily exposed to listening to the Gayatri Mantra in hospital labour rooms.
Muslims object to Gayatri Mantra being played in Rajasthan labour rooms  
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/muslims-object-to-gayatri-mantra-being-played-in-rajasthan-labour-rooms-1525644-2019-05-15
By Rohit Parihar, Jaipur, May 15, 2019

Maternity wards in Rajasthan have become the subject of a controversy after a state directive to play soothing sounds in delivery rooms turned into a local district using the Gayatri Mantra.
In Rajasthan, the health department sent recordings of some sounds which they believed would provide some relief to women in labour rooms, but in Sawai Madhopur, the CMHO sent Gayatri mantra recordings insisting it helped more.

According to him, if a woman listens to the Gayatri Mantra, she does not feel the pain of labour.

He said that Gayatri Mantra is currently being played in the labour room of the district hospital but the initiative will soon be expanded to other health centres in the district.

A group of Muslims have objected to the development, terming it against Islam. They said that a Muslim newborn should be listening to Azaan as their first sound and not the Gayatri Mantra.

Reacting to the incident, the state's health department said that in a secular country they won't recommend the playing of Gayatri Mantra as an official policy and it was done at the local level.

"We are a secular country and such things cannot be recommended. We have not issued orders asking health department officials to play Gayatri Mantra in labour rooms. We have sent our own audio, which has healing and meditation sounds, to the officials concerned to play these in labour rooms. Maybe some officials are not using the audio that the state has sent. It will be verified" a state health department official said.

Gayatri Mantra in labour rooms, Muslims protest  
https://epaper.timesgroup.com/Olive/ODN/TimesOfIndia/shared/ShowArticle.aspx?doc=TOICH%2F2019%2F05%2F15&entity=Ar01116&sk=8F5485E9&mode=text#
By Intishab Ali, Jaipur, May 15, 2019
Playing Gayatri Mantra in labour rooms at two government health centres in Rajasthan has earned the ire of Muslim activists in the state.
The protesters have complained to health minister Raghu Sharma that they have been told listening to the chant gives relief to women enduring labour pain. The chief medical and health officer (CMHO) of Sawai Madhopur, Dr. Tejram Meena, on Tuesday confirmed this to TOI.

“We are playing Gayatri Mantra in the labour room of our district hospital. We will soon expand it to all the 20 labour rooms at other health centres in the district,” he said, adding “If a woman listens to Gayatri Mantra, she does not feel the pain of labour.” The mantra is being played at Sirohi hospital’s labour room for more than a year.

In Udaipur too, preparations are on to play the Gayatri Mantra in the labour room of the government run medical college. “We will play the mantra in the labour room,” said Dr. Ashok Aditya, the reproduction and child health officer of Udaipur district.
Senior state health department officials, however, said that they have not instructed the district officers to play any religious music. Special secretary (health) Dr. Samit Sharma claimed the state government had only advised them to play healing and meditation sounds in labour rooms. Complaints about playing Gayatri Mantra will be verified.”

“We are a secular country and such things cannot be recommended. We have not issued orders asking to play Gayatri mantra in labour rooms. We have sent our own audio, which has healing and meditation sounds, to the officials concerned to play in labour room. Probably some officials are not using the audio the state has sent. It will be verified,” he added.
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