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A Hijab is not a Burka
https://www.firstthings.com/blogs/firstthoughts/2015/07/dear-new-york-times-a-hijab-is-not-a-burka    

By Elisabeth Becker, July 15, 2015
Hijab. Al-Amira. Shayla. Khimar. Chador. Nikab. Burka. In the words of the Eaglet from Alice & Wonderland, “I don't know the meaning of half those long words, and I don't believe you do either!”

What forms of Muslim “veiling” exist and how do they relate to rights? Why has clothing taken center stage in discussions of Muslims in the West? As a sociologist researching mosque communities in Berlin and London, I am all too familiar with the symbolic importance of dress for Muslims in Europe and beyond. Many of the women (and to a lesser extent men) in the communities I study struggle with decisions over self-presentation—whether and when to wear a headscarf, identifying long black coats or simply the newest Zara trends that hit at the knees. 

Tommy Hilfiger has created a line for Ramadan, as has distinguished wedding dress designer, Monique Lhullier. 

Of course it is a renowned (deceased) French sociologist who theorized the importance of clothing for identity. Armed with knowledge from an elite scientific education, as much as firsthand experience at the Parisian spring sales, the peasant-cum-intellectual Pierre Bourdieu emphasized taste as expression of authenticity. You are not only what you eat, but you are what you wear. This is nowhere more palpable than in the Muslim communities of today’s Europe, where one must defend her choices both to other Muslims and non-Muslims. When it comes to the hijab, each woman must account for if she wears it, how she wears it, where she wears it and—most importantly of all—why she wears it. 

The hijab (a scarf covering the hair) is, however, in no way a burka (a loose, full-body and face-masking outfit with the eyes covered by mesh, often associated with Saudi Arabia). Nor is the hijab—as a German man expressed to me—a “slippery slope to the burka.” They should not be equated or conflated. And yet we cannot seem to move away from collapsing the diversity of Islam into fewer and fewer categories. Today’s headlines question whether ISIS is equivalent to the Muslim Brotherhood is equivalent to Al Qaeda is equivalent to Islam. For a society that supposedly values diversity, we are here set on perceiving uniformity. 

Which is why the opinion piece “Will the Burqa Be Banned in Berlin?” published on July 6 in the New York Times is so sadly typical. Centered on the difficulties of a young woman from the mosque community I research in Berlin, it highlights contemporary clashes over wearing a hijab with civil service (in this case legal) jobs in an increasingly secular society. Why then does the title have burka in it: to be catchy and sensational? To suggest again that seemingly (phantom) “slippery-slope”? To make the skimming reader stop, shudder, and read on? 

Drawing a parallel between the burka and hijab is akin to drawing a parallel between foot binding and high heels. One may see both as forms of oppression; one many choose the latter (the hijab, the high heels) for many diverse reasons, whether aesthetic, to fit into certain communities, pressure, individual preference, or expressions of identity. Yet foot binding—and to a lesser extent the burka—clearly (de)limits the female body to a specific, uncomfortable, controlled space. Thus, perceiving the hijab and the burka as naturally linked provides us with an example of a simple mathematical principle: an association fallacy of the first order. That hijabs are Islamic and burkas (supposedly) Islamic, does not mean that hijabs are (part of) burkas or burkas (part of) hijabs. Accepting one does not necessitate accepting the other. Whether or not a woman can wear a hijab to practice law in a civil service position has no bearing on whether the burka “should” or will be outlawed in Berlin. 

My own two cents—if we are going to outlaw the hijab for religious reasons, be prepared to toss out your crosses, kippahs, Star of David, and Sanskrit tattoos (among other emblems). And if we are going to outlaw the hijab for feminist reasons, be prepared to say goodbye to your Kate Spade kitten heels and $400 Ferragamo stilettos. As a fat, wise bear (Winnie-the-Pooh) once said, “think, think, think” before you speak . . . or write about sensitive topics.

Elisabeth Becker is a Ph.D. student in sociology at Yale University, where she studies European Muslim communities.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burqa: 
A burqa (also known as chadri or paranja in Central Asia) is an enveloping outer garment worn by women in some Islamic traditions to cover themselves in public, which covers the body and the face. Originating from Arabic: برقع‎, burquʻ or burqaʻ, and Urdu: بُرقع‎‎, it is also transliterated burkha, bourkha, burka, burqua, or burqu' and is pronounced Arabic pronunciation: [ˈbʊrqʊʕ, ˈbʊrqɑʕ].
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hijab:

A hijab (/hɪˈdʒɑːb/, /hɪˈdʒæb/, /ˈhɪ.dʒæb/ or /hɛˈdʒɑːb/; Arabic: حجاب‎ ḥijāb, pronounced [ˈħɪˌdʒæːb] or [ˈħeˌɡæːb] (dialectal)) is a veil traditionally worn by some Muslim women in the presence of adult males outside of their immediate family, which usually covers the head and chest. The word ḥijāb in the Quran refers not to women's clothing, but rather a spatial partition or curtain. The term can refer to any head, face, or body covering worn by Muslim women that conforms to a certain standard of modesty. Hijab can also be used to refer to the seclusion of women from men in the public sphere, or it may denote a metaphysical dimension, for example referring to "the veil which separates man or the world from God".
Most often, it is worn by Muslim women as a symbol of modesty and privacy. According to the Encyclopedia of Islam and Muslim World, modesty in the Quran concerns both men's and women's "gaze, gait, garments, and genitalia." The Qur'an instructs Muslim women to dress modestly. Some Islamic legal systems define this type of modest clothing as covering everything except the face, hands up to wrists, and feet. These guidelines are found in texts of hadith and fiqh developed after the revelation of the Qur'an but, according to some, are derived from the verses (ayahs) referencing hijab in the Qur'an. Some believe that the Qur'an itself does not mandate that women wear hijab. 

In the Qur'an, the term 'hijab' refers to a partition or curtain in the literal or metaphorical sense. The verse where it is used literally is commonly understood to refer to the curtain separating visitors to Muhammad's house from his wives' lodgings. This had led some to argue that the mandate of the Qur'an to wear hijab applied to the wives of Muhammad, and not women generally. 

In terms of social ethics, the veil in terms of society can act as a prevention of men being distracted by women's sexuality in a common space. It can also encourage economic productivity through visual separation and some believe it allows Muslim women to more fully engage in society by participating with a sense of protection and modesty. Lastly, the veil can be used to prevent social immorality by guarding women from external and immoral influences.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niq%C4%81b: 

A niqab or niqāb (/nɪˈkɑːb/; Arabic: نِقاب‎ niqāb, "[face] veil"; also called a ruband) is a garment of clothing that covers the face which is worn by a small minority of Muslim women as a part of a particular interpretation of hijab ("modesty"). According to the majority of Muslim scholars and Islamic schools of thought, the niqab is not a requirement of Islam; however a minority of Muslim scholars assert that in their view the niqab is required, especially in the Hanbali Muslim faith tradition. Those Muslim women who observe the niqab, wear it in public areas and in front of non-mahram (non-related) men.
The face veil pre-dates Islam, and had been used by certain Arabian pre-Islamic cultures. It is "a custom imported from Najd, a region in Saudi Arabia and the power base of its Salafi fundamentalist form of Islam. Within Muslim countries it is very contested and considered fringe."
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WHAT IS ISLAMIC DHIMMITUDE?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_IS_ISLAMIC_DHIMMITUDE.doc
WHAT THE KORAN SAYS ABOUT THE BIBLE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_THE_KORAN_SAYS_ABOUT_THE_BIBLE.doc
WHAT WAS THE NEW REVELATION OF MUHAMMAD? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_WAS_THE_NEW_REVELATION_OF_MUHAMMAD.doc 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO A PERSON WHO LEAVES ISLAM?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_WOULD_HAPPEN_TO_A_PERSON_WHO_LEAVES_ISLAM.doc
WHEN MUSLIMS BECOME CHRISTIANS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHEN_MUSLIMS_BECOME_CHRISTIANS.doc
WHO ACCORDING TO THE KORAN ARE THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK?
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHO_ACCORDING_TO_THE_KORAN_ARE_THE_PEOPLE_OF_THE_BOOK.doc
WHO WAS THE SPIRIT THAT VISITED MUHAMMAD 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHO_WAS_THE_SPIRIT_THAT_VISITED_MUHAMMAD.doc
WHY ARE SO MANY PEOPLE EMBRACING ISLAM? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_ARE_SO_MANY_PEOPLE_EMBRACING_ISLAM.doc
WHY DO MUSLIMS CALL JESUS ISSA? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_DO_MUSLIMS_CALL_JESUS_ISSA.doc
WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN AND NOT A MUSLIM

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_I_AM_A_CHRISTIAN_AND_NOT_A_MUSLIM.doc 

WHY I AM NOT A MUSLIM-MY QUESTIONS TO MUSLIMS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_I_AM_NOT_A_MUSLIM-MY_QUESTIONS_TO_MUSLIMS.doc 
WHY ISLAM DENIES CHRISTS DEATH ON THE CROSS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_ISLAM_DENIES_CHRISTS_DEATH_ON_THE_CROSS.doc 
WHY THE ELECTION OF POPE FRANCIS MADE MAGDI ALLAM DECIDE TO LEAVE THE CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_THE_ELECTION_OF_POPE_FRANCIS_MADE_MAGDI_ALLAM_DECIDE_TO_LEAVE_THE_CHURCH.doc
WOMEN IN THE KORAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WOMEN_IN_THE_KORAN.doc
+175 testimonies of Muslims converting to Jesus Christ at
http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.htm
