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MICHAEL PRABHU, AUGUST 2, 2020

Mysuru bishop William case taken up by laity fora
37 priests who wrote to Pope about Mysore Bishop transferred

https://bangaloremirror.indiatimes.com/bangalore/others/37-priests-who-wrote-to-pope-about-mysore-bishop-transferred/articleshow/76251477.cms   

Y. Maheswara Reddy, June 8, 2020
Thirty-seven parish priests of the Mysore Diocese are being transferred after they levelled serious allegations against Mysore Bishop William. The charges range from financial frauds, kidnap harassment and even a sex scandal.
On July 20 last year, the priests wrote to the Apostolic Nuncio to India (the head of the diplomatic mission of the Holy See) and also to Pope Francis, highlighting how Bishop William had brought disrepute to the Diocese and how it was important to remove him from the post to restore the dignity of the church and the Diocese of Mysore. They had said that if the same wasn’t done urgently, people would go to civil authorities and eventually to media persons.

On May 29, Bishop William, issued a transfer order for 38 priests (the 37 who had complained against him plus another one) without consulting them.
“Bishop William had consulted parish priests, who were transferred last year and before the last year. It is quite shocking to know about transfer orders being issued without consulting the priests. Bishop William has transferred me to Napoklu, a remote village of Kodagu taluk in Madikeri district,” said Rev Fr. Gnana Prakash, one of the signatories of the letter.
Fr Gnana Prakash, who looks after the Sacred Heart Church at Nagavalli said that all these years there hadn’t been a regular parish priest at St. Mary’s Church. “A priest from Virajpet used to come to conduct mass on Sundays at St. Mary’s Church and go back to Virajpet since it is not a safe place to stay. I think transferring me to Napoklu is one of the methods being used by Bishop Williams to remove me from the scene. I am thinking of lodging a complaint with the Superintendent Police, Madikeri,” said Fr Gnana Prakash. 

The unexpected transfer of Rev Fr Rohan last year also points to the arbitrary nature of the transfers. “Bishop William transferred me to Kudlur village of Hunsur taluk in Mysuru. The Diocese has paid my college fee to pursue higher studies (MA in English, B. Ed and M. Sc. in psychology). After completing higher studies, I was supposed to take up institutional teaching, but ended up at a village,” complains Rev. Fr. Rohan.

The complainants have been sending representations to the higher authorities and legal experts, including Justice Michael Francis Saldanha, a retired judge of the Karnataka High Court. Justice Saldanha told Bangalore Mirror that when the allegations made by the 37 priests were investigated independently, all the charges were found to be true.
“I have written letters to the Archbishop of Bengaluru about the charges made by the priests but I am yet to get a reply,” Justice Saldanha said. Archbishop of Bengaluru Peter Machado confirmed to Bangalore Mirror that he had received letters from Justice Saldanha and also from priests of the Mysore Diocese. “I am in the process of replying to Justice Saldanha. I had already forwarded the letters written by priests from Mysore Diocese to the Apostolic Nunciature to India as per the protocol,” Archbishop Machado said. The Archbishop also said that he could not advise or interfere with the Bishop of Mysore Diocese, but could only act as per directions from higher authorities.

Bishop William did not respond to repeated texts and calls from Bangalore Mirror.

One of the charges against him is that he had an affair with a woman and also had a child with her. The Association of Concerned Catholics has alleged that there are at least four women who have complained against Bishop William.

Mysore bishop accused of sexual misconduct, murder
https://mattersindia.com/2020/06/mysore-bishop-accused-of-sexual-misconduct-murder/ 

Bengaluru, June 8/9, 2020
Former Bombay High Court Judge Justice Michael Saldanha has accused Bishop K A William of murder, sexual misconduct and corruption by “letting loose a virtual reign of terror” in his Mysore diocese.
On May 29, Justice Saldanha had sent a legal notice to Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) President Cardinal Oswald Gracias.

He had also sent the legal notice to Archbishop Peter Machado of Bangalore and Bishop William. Justice Saldanha also accused Archbishop Machado of colluding and covering up murders allegedly committed by Bishop William, Mid Day reported.
Cardinal Gracias, who is also the Archbishop of Bombay, was also copied on the legal notice that read as, “Following the deaths of four priests – two murders, one hanging and one accident, the Bishop of Mysore has let loose a virtual reign of terror in the Diocese.”

Addressing the alleged corruption part of it, the notice stated, “He has used the underworld mafia and protection from the local police… it has already resulted in as much as 23 percent of the Catholic laity leaving the Church. For the last one year, this man has been asked to leave, but he defiantly carries on terrorizing.”

According to Justice Saldanha, Bishop Machado has ignored 17 written complaints “fully backed by evidence,” all of which have come from “men of credibility,” a majority of them being priests.

Justice Saldanha has also accused Bishop William of calling an urgent meeting on a 12-hour notice to pronounce a transfer order against 37 priests, who had complained to Rome about his alleged involvement in criminal offences, misappropriation of funds and sexual misconduct.

The notice read, “and in three minutes, pronounced a transfer order, which can be defined as revenge transfers targeting the priests who had complained against him, and sending eminent scholars to remote villages where there is not even drinking water.”

Earlier several parishes had filed complaints to Pope Francis against Bishop William accusing him of practicing factionalism, favoritism, illegal parenthood, sexual liaisons and corruption.

Bishop William, along with Father Leslie Moras, was involved in the 2019 Mysore Church sex scandal when a woman, who worked in their church, had accused them of seeking sexual favors.

Speaking to Mid-day, Justice Saldanha said that he had spoken to all the 37 priests, who are the complainants and can vouch for their credibility.

“There has been unabated womanizing by this man and evidence has been produced. There are also instance of him defaulting on church money. Each time he had a problem with a woman, there were large payoffs.”

Melwyn Fernandes, secretary of Association of Concerned Catholics (AOCC), who has been trying to highlight Bishop William’s alleged misbehavior for a year, told Mid Day, “There are allegations of murders of priests being camouflaged as accidents. I call upon the Archbishop of Bangalore Peter Machado and CBCI President Cardinal Oswald Gracias to immediately suspend the Bishop of Mysore and to get the police to institute a high-level inquiry into the murders of innocent priests, as well as the transfers.”

https://www.deccanherald.com/national/former-high-court-justice-accuses-bishop-of-mysore-of-sexual-misconduct-murder-846778.html 

Catholics protest priest’s “illegal” transfer, demand bishop’s resignation
https://mattersindia.com/2020/06/catholics-protest-priests-illegal-transfer-demand-bishops-resignation/ 

Nagavalli, June 29, 2020
Catholics of a parish under the diocese of Mysore on June 29 held a demonstration to protest the “punishment” transfer given to their priest for complaining to Rome about the local bishop.
Father Gnana Prakash, pastor of the Sacred Heart Church in Nagavally, Chamarajanagar district, was among 37 priests of the southern Indian diocese listed for transfer in May.

Robert Rosario, a social activist and member of the Association of Concerned Catholics, says the local Catholics view the transfers as revenge by Bishop K A William of Mysore.

The priests had earlier written to Pope accusing him of practicing factionalism, favoritism, illegal parenthood, sexual liaisons and corruption.

Rosario told Matters India that people were forced to come to the streets after the diocesan authorities ignored their repeated pleas to revoke the transfers.

“Therefore, the people decided to protest against the untimely, unjust and revengeful transfer order,” he explained.

Prashant Lukas, another protester, demanded the bishop’s immediate resignation as he has allegedly fathered two children from his illicit relations with several women. “We demand the bishop should undergo a DNA test to prove his innocence,” he told Matters India.

The parish is some 60 km southeast of Mysore town.

A John, a parishioner and one of the protesters, alleged that Bishop William had issued death threats to their parish priest. “We demand police protection for Father Gnana Prakash for at least one year,” he told Matters India.

Rosario described Father Prakash as “a pro-poor” priest who worked hard to set an English medium school to help local children as the area lacked quality education.

The protesters alleged that the bishop has refused to repay the loan Father Prakash had taken people to complete the school project. “The bishop does not allow the priest to complete his term and repay the repay the loan from the school income,” Rosario alleged.

Earlier, Justice Michael F Saldanha, former judge of the Bombay and Karnataka high courts had termed the transfer order as illegal, revengeful and in clear violation of the guidelines of lockdown issued by the government. So he had warned Bishop William to obey the law of the land and withdraw the “unjustified transfer orders.”
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Rosario accused the government of double standards in implementing the lockdown norms. “While on the one hand the government uses its police force to enforce the norms among ordinary people, it looks the other way when influential people like Bishop William flout the rules,” he alleged.

The government had stayed all sorts of transfers during the lockdown period that began on March 25.

“The mindless act forcing people to dislocate and transfer of property put the lives of innocent people to jeopardy,” he said and added, “Surprisingly the entire police department is dancing to (Bishop William’s) tune and helping him cover up his crimes,” Rosario alleged.

The pro-Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party is currently heading the coalition government of Karnataka.

Robert Rosario alleged that some persons aligned with the ruling establishment now safeguard Bishop William.

“This shows there is some understanding between the ruling BJP and William,” he alleged.

Melwyn Fernandes, secretary of the Association of Concerned Catholics, says people would be forced to launch statewide protests if the current scenario in Karnataka continues. “We will also have to move the High Court after the lockdown,” he told Matters India on June 29.

Dioceses given ultimatum to cancel priests’ transfers
https://mattersindia.com/2020/06/dioceses-given-ultimatum-to-cancel-priests-transfers/ 

Bengaluru, June 16, 2020
A former Bombay High Court judge has given 72 hours to the heads of Bangalore archdiocese and Mysore diocese to revoke their order of priests’ transfer made during the lockdown time.
In a June 15 legal notice to Archbishop Peter Machado of Bangalore and Bishop K A William of Mysore, Justice Michael F. Saldanha threatens to alert government agencies about the transfers and file criminal cases against the two prelates.

Melwyn Fernandes, secretary of the Mumbai-based Association of Concerned Catholics that supports Justice Saldanha, told Matters India on June 16 that the former judge and their group would approach the Karnataka High Court against the transfers after the ultimatum ends on June 18 evening.

According to him, the transfer orders are “breach of law” as they violate the lockdown guidelines issued by the federal Home Ministry.

Justice Saldanha referred to his May 29 letter to the two prelates apprising them of the federal and state governments’ decision to defer all transfers in current year as the country struggles to tackle the coronavirus pandemic. He also explains that “no authority can coerce its employees to translocate from one area to the other.”

The diocese of Mysore issued the priests’ transfer order on May 29 and all those on the list were those who had complained to Rome against Bishop William.

Earlier on May 29, Justice Saldanha accused Bishop William of murder, sexual misconduct and corruption by “letting loose a virtual reign of terror” in his diocese. He had also sent a legal notice to Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India President Cardinal Oswald Gracias.

Justice Saldanha also accused Archbishop Machado of colluding and covering up murders allegedly committed by Bishop William.
Fernandes said his group appreciates and supports Justice Saldanha’s attempts to root out corruption in the Catholic Church. “We are behind this serious matter of the Church in the southern state for a year,” he added.

Justice Saldanha’s latest letter says: “Formal legal notice is served on the two of you in relation to the transfer orders that have been passed which cover 39 persons in (Mysore diocese) and 70 persons in (Bangalore archdiocese).” He also says that the two prelates “are aware of the fact that this country like the rest of the world is waging a desperate life and death struggle to save every human being from the present pandemic.”

Justice Saldanha accuses the two prelates of threatening their priests “with coercive action” and refusing to suspend “these wrongly issued orders.”

The home ministry stipulates punishment for violating lockdown guidelines under the Indian Penal Code. The lockdown period has seen many First Information Reports registered against thousands of people. In Uttar Pradesh alone, cases were filed against 33,094 people as on April 29, Justice Saldanha points out.

“The regular procedure in such cases would be to arrest the accused without warrant, register an FIR under Section 154 of CrPC and investigation by the police. Eventually they shall need to submit Final Report on completion of investigation under Section 173. On the basis of such report, the court starts trial after taking cognizance,” Justice Saldanha explains.

He also says the main thrust of the lockdown guidelines was to restrict all unnecessary movements. “Unfortunately, despite notice the two of you have been boldly stating that you are above the Indian law and subscribe only to Canon Law and that consequences both of you do not care for the law of the land,” Justice Saldanha alleged.

The former judge also points to the prelates that the law of the land prevails if a conflict arises between the two laws.

Justice Saldanha warns that the two prelates’ “open defiance” could lead to their arrest on sedition charges as such activity is definitely anti-national.” The two could be sent to jail to prevent subversion of the law.

“Such conduct is shameful and the only definition which befits such people who behave against national interest is that they be labeled as ‘DESH DROHIS (anti-national),’” he adds.

According to the judge, the priests’ transfers are total relocations that involve “heavy expenditure which nobody can afford.”

Open letter to Nuncio on Mysore bishop
https://mattersindia.com/2020/06/open-letter-to-nuncio-on-mysore-bishop/
Abp. Giambattista Diquattro
Papal Nuncio to India
Apostolic Nunciature
50C Niti Marg, Chanakyapuri
New Delhi – 110021
(nuntius@apostolicnunciatureindia.com)
24th June 2020

AN OPEN LETTER

Respected Nuncioji,

Peace of Christ! Permit me to introduce myself as the former National President of the All India Catholic Union, former Director of the International Council of Catholic Men (Unum Omnes) and presently the Convenor of the Indian Catholic Forum and advisor to Catholic Church Reform International. With both anguish and hope I write to you regarding the unfortunate developments in Mysuru diocese, headed by Bp. K.A. William.

Dr. Gerry Pais MD, a devout 80 year old doctor from Mysuru itself, had purportedly written to you on 16/5/2019, 16/6/2019, 27/9/2019 and 27/2/2020, regarding the alleged misdeeds of K.A. William, hereinafter referred to as William. Dr. Pais had also written to Cardinal Oswald Gracias, President of the CBCI, on 16/5/2019, 9/6/2019 and 23/12/2019. He has further written to Abp. Peter Machado of Bangalore, the Metropolitan of the Karnataka regional bishops, on 23/3/2020 and 28/5/2020, met him in person and had a telephonic conversation with him on 23/4/2020.

On the other hand Justice Michael Saldanha, retired High Court Judge, has inter alia entered into the following correspondence/ communications: 24/5/2020 letter to William and his advocate Gerald Castellino; 4/6/2020 letter to Rev Alfred John Mendonca, a priest of the diocese, and on the same day to William, Abp. Machado and Cardinal Gracias; 8/6/2020 another letter to the above three; and on 9/6/2020, 12/6/2020, 15/6/2020 and 16/6/2020 to William and Abp. Machado.

This sordid matter has also found extensive coverage in both the secular and Catholic media. In the light of the above I assume that you are adequately informed about the averments and allegations against William. Nevertheless, in order to put things in their correct perspective, a recap of major events is called for.

1. William is allegedly involved in the brutal killings of two of his priests – Rev. Rafael Colaco on 28/11/2019 and Rev. William Albuquerque on 3/3/2020. It is alleged that William uses various methods to influence the local police, including entertaining them every Saturday at the Southern Star Hotel.

2. The police have therefore allegedly been used to coerce or influence witnesses. The circumstances surrounding the death of Albuquerque are frightening. Two days prior to his death he was summoned for interrogation to the office of the Mysuru Police Commissioner. What transpired there is not immediately known. When he died two days later his body was taken to a church run hospital and his death was declared as being natural due to cardiac arrest. Subsequently the body was sent for post mortem and the priest’s relatives were coerced into taking his body for burial in his native place Perar in Mangaluru. The story doesn’t end there. Subsequently Rev. Alfred John Mendonca, another diocesan priest, was purportedly despatched to Perar on 1/6/2020 with an alleged sum of Rupees Twenty Lakhs to purchase the silence of Albuquerque’s relatives. When they declined the money they were asked to sign a declaration, previously prepared in English, absolving William of all culpability for the death.

3. In like manner it is alleged that another diocesan priest, Rev. Arogya Swami was called on 7/6/2020 to make a confessional statement before the police about Albuquerque’s death.

4. Another serious allegation against William is that he has two mistresses, and had two children by them. One of them is allegedly named Sunitha. I have in my possession her photograph, as also that of the two children. However, since they are minors it is not appropriate to reveal their identity. One may here draw your kind attention to the provisions of Canon 277 (1&2) “Clerics are obliged to observe perfect and perpetual continence for the sake of the kingdom of heaven, and are therefore bound to celibacy … Clerics are to behave with due prudence in relation to persons whose company can be a danger to their obligation of preserving continence or can lead to scandal of the faithful”. 
William’s alleged acts are nothing short of scandalous.

5. Another allegation is that William and a priest of his diocese, Leslie Moraes, were involved in sexually molesting and kidnapping an employee, a married woman named Sahana. Last year this woman had released a video revealing all that had transpired. That video went viral. Dr. Pais states that this woman’s life was in danger so he had taken her to a shelter home, Vimochana, in Bengaluru. She had recorded her kidnapping before a human rights lawyer in Mumbai. However, under pressure from William she retracted her earlier confessional statement at a press conference organized and purportedly funded by William. It is pertinent to here record that the Supreme Court guidelines, commonly known as the Vikasha guidelines, for sexual harassment in the work place, do not seem to have been followed in this case under reference. This retraction tied the hands of many concerned persons, including the undersigned. Justice Saldanha further alleges that Rupees Twelve Crores were paid to the woman to secure her retraction.

6. There are also allegations of financial misappropriation of public funds. Justice Saldanha alleges that after the floods in the Coorg area of the diocese in 2018, William organized various fund raising programmes under the banner of “Coorg Disaster Relief Fund”. The campaign extended to Mangaluru and Bengaluru, where Sonu Nigam, a Bollywood star, performed before a crowd of one lakh people. The total collection was Rupees Forty Nine point Five Crores according to Saldanha; though the diocese issued a clarification that it was Eleven Crores. Saldanha was humble enough to admit that his presumptive figure may have been wrong, but it didn’t detract from the disappearance of the collection that did not benefit the flood victims in a manner commensurate with the collection.

7. Dr. Pais further alleges that another elderly priest, Rev Becket D’Souza (71) is now being harassed by William because the latter believes that D’Souza is the one who coordinated the complaint against him, signed by 37 priests of the diocese.

8. Dr. Pais further states that William is on record boasting that he has had people beaten up 25 times.

9. Justice Saldanha alleges that William is always accompanied by two henchmen named Anthony Dias and Alexander, who wears a khaki uniform.

The Indian Catholic Forum (ICF) was formed for the reform and renewal of the Catholic Church in India according to the teachings of Vatican II. A few quotes will put this letter in perspective. “Every layman should openly reveal to them (hierarchy) his needs and desires with that freedom and confidence which befits a son of God and a brother in Christ. An individual layman, by reason of knowledge, competence, or outstanding ability which he may enjoy, is permitted and sometimes even obliged to express his opinions on things which concern the good of the church” (LG No 37). I believe that both Dr. Pais and Justice Saldanha are therefore well within their ecclesiastical rights and duties to flag this issue. Since the matter “concerns the good of the church” the ICF also cannot remain a mute spectator.

The “Decree on the Bishops Pastoral office in the Church” makes some pertinent observations. A bishop “should be characterised by due prudence with that trustfulness which fosters friendship and thus is naturally disposed to bring about a union of minds” (CD No 13). 
“A bishop should stand in the midst of his people as one who serves. Let him be a good shepherd who knows his sheep and whose sheep know him” (CD No 16). Pope Francis has gone a step further in affirming that pastors should have the smell of the sheep. Unfortunately, the sad tale of events in Mysuru seems to have the rotten stink of blood, gore, vengeance and subterfuge. No conscientious Catholic can remain a silent spectator to the same.

I may here point out that a similar story of kidnapping, diversion of funds, having a mistress and child, using police force etc. had transpired with Bp. Gallela Prasad of Kadapa diocese two years ago. The ICF was then in the forefront to highlight the case; and your predecessor in office removed the offending prelate.

Permit me to also draw your kind attention to the very explicit provisions of Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter “Vos Estis Lux Mundi” that came into effect on 1/6/2019, regarding matters of sexual abuse by clerics. It covers “forcing someone, by violence or threat or through abuse of authority, to perform or submit to sexual acts” (No 1ai). It covers “actions or omissions intended to interfere with or avoid civil investigations” (1b). Vulnerable persons include those that are deprived of personal liberty or unable to resist the offence (1.2b). Such offences are to be immediately reported (3.1). Any person may submit a report (3.2). The report may be sent through the Pontifical Representative (3.3). The report shall include as many particulars as possible, such as indications of time and place (3.4). “Prejudice, retaliation or discrimination as a consequence of having submitted a report, is prohibited” (4.2).

The investigation is to be undertaken by the Metropolitan, in this case Abp. Machado of Bengaluru, who is well acquainted with the facts of the case. However, if there is a conflict of interest (as seems to be in the instant case) then the Metropolitan is obliged to recuse himself from such investigations (12.6). Co-operation of the laity and qualified persons is recommended (13.1). The investigation is to be completed within ninety days (14.1). Pope Francis’ letter and its provisions seem to have been observed in the breach.

Bearing in mind the similarities in the cases you already have a precedent to go by. We therefore humbly request you to take immediate action in the matter and remove William from office and the territorial jurisdiction of Mysuru diocese. A canonical enquiry should be set up at the earliest and have competent lay persons, woman’s activists, experts in criminal law and finance, as provided for in Pope Francis’ letter; before more irreparable damage is caused to the Catholic Church in India.

I may here mention that I am presently doing research in church history, including in India. The country’s decadal population growth rate is 25%. However, in the decade 2003 – 2013, 59 out of 166 dioceses (36%) have recorded negative growth. They have shrunk despite the church’s tall claims and huge institutions. The number of clergy, both diocesan and religious, has also shrunk from 22,974 in 1998 to 22,451 in 2013. In Europe we know that several convents and monasteries have been converted into “Bed & Breakfast” home stays under the website “Monastery Stays”. In India too, some convents meant for aspirants have now been converted into working girls hostels.

Our Lord Jesus asked us to read the signs of the times (Matthew 16:30). Nebuchadnezzar was also warned to read the writing on the wall (cf. Dan 5:5ff). The portents are ominous. Hence your firm and immediate action is solicited, before it is too late. Considering the gravity of the matter a copy of this Open Letter is being marked to Cardinal Gracias, CBCI President, and personal advisor to Pope Francis. Copies are also being marked to Dr. Pais, Justice Saldanha, the National President of the All India Catholic Union, and the Catholic press, for information and appropriate action.

This letter is written without prejudice to anyone, and based on information provided from credible sources.

Respectfully and hopefully,

chhotebhai
Convenor
Indian Catholic Forum
Noronha Sadan, 2/11 Krishnanagar
Kanpur – 208007
Email: noronha.kp@gmail.com 
Phone: 9415130822

Nuncio urged to probe Mysore bishop’s “sordid episode”
https://mattersindia.com/2020/08/nuncio-urged-to-probe-mysore-bishops-sordid-episode/ 
New Delhi, August 1, 2020
A Catholic laity forum in India has urged the papal representative in the country to set up a seven-member committee to probe various allegations against Bishop K A William of Mysore.
The committee members “should be mandated to make public their report within thirty days of being commissioned to do so,” says the Indian Catholic Forum’s July 31 letter addressed to Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Giambattista Diquattro.

The forum suggests that the probe committee should comprise a financial expert, legal expert, two priests, and three laity including women.
The letter signed by forum national convener chhotebhai wants Bishop William suspended immediately from “exercising episcopal office” and “extradited” from the territory of Mysore diocese, considering the “gravity of the charges against him.”

The letter, with supporting documents, lists the following charges against the Mysore bishop:

• That he has allegedly had two of his priests murdered
• That he uses the police and other unfair practices to coerce or threaten victims and witnesses
• That he tried to extract a forced confession from one of his priests
• That he has two mistresses and two children by them
• That he was involved in the kidnapping and sexual molestation of one of his employees
• That there has been large scale misappropriation of some relief funds
• That another elderly priest is being threatened and harassed.

The forum says it had on June 26 written to the nuncio listing all these charges, but the letter was neither been acknowledged nor replied to.

Chhotebhai says he is not aware of any action taken by the nuncio on the forum’s earlier letter. “I receive several Catholic news reports and journals. None of them have reported any action taken by you,” he points out.

The laity forum leader says it has received several documents and circumstantial evidence from priests of Mysore diocese. As many as 37 priests of the diocese had written to the Pope as well as the nuncio complaining about their bishop.

“Not a single letter of these hapless and helpless priests was either acknowledged or answered. This speaks volumes for the insensitivity, lack of transparency and accountability in the Catholic Church, resulting in a grave faith crisis and trust deficit,” bemoans chhotebhai.

The forum also wonder if the Vatican appointed William as the Mysore bishop despite being aware of his moral turpitude and criminal activities.

While expressing the hope that the nuncio would acknowledge at least the second letter from the forum, chhotebhai recalls what happened to the papal nuncio in Ireland in 2012. The Irish government removed the nuncio for his “soft stand” on clerical pedophilia.

“We expect the representative of Pope Francis in India to have the smell of the sheep and sensus fidei so as not to be seen as anti-people or anti-national, that could result in an unpleasant situation as in Ireland aforesaid,” he adds.

He also points out the Section 120B of the Indian Penal Code that covers criminal conspiracy that includes abetment or even evidence of transmission of thoughts sharing the unlawful design. “Turning a blind eye to prima facie criminal acts would be tantamount to abetment of the crime, criminal conspiracy and collusion. I hope and pray that your august office will not have to face such an eventuality,” the forum letter says.

“This letter is written based on credible evidence and without prejudice to any person, as I have no personal contact or vested interest in any of the persons in Mysuru (new name of Mysore) mentioned in this correspondence,” says chhotebhai.

The Forum letter follows:
Abp. Giambattista Diquattro
Papal Nuncio to India
Apostolic Nunciature
50C Niti Marg, Chanakyapuri
New Delhi – 110021
(nuntius@apostolicnunciatureindia.com)

31st July 2020

OPEN LETTER No 2

Respected Nuncioji,

Sub: Alleged Crimes/Misdeeds of Bp. K.A. William of Mysuru Diocese

This is further to my previous letter dt. 24/6/2020, which has neither been acknowledged nor replied to. Hence I am not aware of any action taken by you in this regard. I receive several Catholic news reports and journals. None of them have reported any action taken by you. My sources in Mysuru diocese itself are also unaware of any action taken by you; hence I am constrained to conclude that indeed no action has been taken by you. Fourteen of my colleagues in the Indian Catholic Forum also wrote to you in support of my letter under reference.

One of them, Sri M.L. Satyan of Bangalore, even sent you several reminders. On 10/7/20 he received this rather cryptic response from your office. “This office receives dozens of documents, letters, reports, texts, various publications and project proposals by regular mail and digital mail. As there are so many senders, it is not possible to acknowledge receipt of their correspondence received. Therefore this office kindly asks you to use the appropriate postal tracking services to be sure that the mail sent has been regularly delivered”.

I have interacted with various levels of Government and hierarchy, but I have never seen such an insensitive and absurd reply. To add insult to injury the sender of this email did not have the courtesy/ etiquette to affix his/ her name to the email. In the light of the above, I am sending you a hard copy of this letter by Registered Post, so that I may track it down to you. Besides, any computer programmer can easily devise a system for you to automatically acknowledge emails and allot them a serial reference number. Such a tracking system is commonly followed in many grievance/ customer service cells of government and private bodies.
My letter under reference was published in several Catholic portals and journals. Since a copy was marked to Cardinal Oswald Gracias, CBCI President and one of six advisors to Pope Francis, Sri Saji Thomas, correspondent of Union of Catholic Asian News (UCAN) tried to contact the cardinal. His official spokesperson Rev Nigel Barrett said that the cardinal “has no jurisdiction to initiate any action against a bishop. Since most charges against Bishop William are criminal in nature, it is for the police and the State to deal with them. The complaints are already with the nunciature, which is the competent authority to deal with such issues”. From the above statement it is clear that you are both seized of the matter and also the competent authority to address the ecclesial aspects of the case at hand. It is for this reason that I am reverting to you.

1. A RECAP: I am giving a recap of the allegations/ accusations against William as mentioned in my previous letter: (i) That he has allegedly had two of his priests murdered (ii) That he uses the police and other unfair practices to coerce or threaten victims/ witnesses (iii) That he tried to extract a forced confession from one of his priests (iv) That he has two mistresses and two children by them (v) That he was involved in the kidnapping and sexual molestation of one of his employees (vi) That there has been large scale misappropriation of some relief funds (vii) That another elderly priest is being threatened and harassed.

2. PRIESTS’ COMPLAINTS: I have received several more documents and circumstantial evidence from priests of Mysuru diocese itself, notably Rev Gnana Prakash, parish priest, Sacred heart Church, Nagavalli and Rev Rohan A, parish priest, Immaculate Conception Church, Kudlur; as also signatures of 37 priests with their designations stamped. Most of them are also parish priests and a few are principals. The signature sheets run into 7 pages so I am not sending them to you, as I understand that you already have them. They first wrote directly to Pope Francis on 20/7/19, copy marked to you. They sent you a reminder on 9/12/19. Besides on 2/12/19 they wrote to Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State at the Vatican as also to Cardinal Luis Ferrer, Prefect, Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith; and on 10/1/20 they again wrote to Pope Francis. All these letters were sent by FedEx Courier Services and Registered Post. Not a single letter of these hapless and helpless priests was either acknowledged or answered. This speaks volumes for the insensitivity, lack of transparency and accountability in the Catholic Church, resulting in a grave faith crisis and trust deficit.

3. OLD CRIMINAL CASE: William’s criminal antecedents seem to precede his appointment as bishop, bringing the very process into disrepute. (Incidentally I am given to understand that he was installed as a bishop just a month after you came to India in January 2017)! On 9/3/2011 a policeman Sri H. Alexander, s/o late G. Irudyan, filed a First Information Report (FIR) No 0034 in Lashkar Police Station, Mysuru, against William and his companion Dixon under sections 323, 504, 506 and 34 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) pertaining to: causing grievous hurt, intentional insult to cause breach of peace, criminal intimidation and an act done by several persons in furtherance of common intention. A copy of the FIR is attached as Annexure A to this letter. The case was later dismissed as not pressed, perhaps because the influential William was able to compromise the complainant with a negotiated settlement.

4. KIDNAPPING CASE: I am attaching herewith as Annexure B a complaint purportedly written by Ms. Sahana S.N., w/o Lawrence Tony, r/o PH Colony, NR Mohalla, Mysore, in her own handwriting and under her own signature. This complaint letter was purportedly sent to the DG and IG of Police, Karnataka State, Bangalore. The letter, inter alia, states as follows: (i) Sahana, the complainant, alleges that she was kidnapped, sexually harassed and threatened (ii) That she was earlier working in the Family Commission in the Bishop’s House on a salary of Rs 8000/- pm, from January to May 2018, during which period a priest, Rev Leslie Moraes made sexually explicit advances to her that she resisted, and consequently quit the job (iii) That shortly thereafter she got a job as a Lobby Manager in Mandovi Motors, an automobile agency. On 27/7/2018 three agents of William showed her photos of her only child and under duress blindfolded and kidnapped her and took her to an isolated place where she was confronted by William, Leslie Moraes and another priest Vijay Kumar. They showed her some more photos of her family members to terrorise her and asked her how much money she wanted to stop investigating the illicit relations and illegal acts of the trio. She declined the monetary offer, after which this traumatised woman was dropped back to her work station. (iv) She describes William as a wolf in the garb of a cow. The averments in this complaint letter were reiterated in a video, which she later publicly retracted allegedly under duress, coercion or after being compromised with money. Be that as it may, this unsavoury chain of events is indicative of a morally depraved person who will stoop to anything to attain what he wants, and to eliminate those who oppose him.

5. MISTRESS: We now have further evidence of one of the two alleged mistresses of William. As earlier mentioned, her name is Sunitha d/o Harry, w/o Anthonyraj r/o 333 Mudda Employee Layout, Dattagalli 3rd Stage, near Ramkrishnanagar, K Block Mysore – 570022. After her alleged affair with William, who allegedly sired a son from her, her husband Anthonyraj left her and now does odd jobs like painting. Sunitha apparently has no known source of income. Earlier she and her husband were living in a small house. A photo of the same is attached as Annexure C .She is now living in a palatial house built on an expensive corner plot as per photo attached as Annexure D. This site was purchased on 11/7/12 at a declared value of Rs. 13,50,000/-. Its present day constructed value will be not less than Rupees Two Crores. How can a woman, abandoned by her husband and with no known source of income, afford to build such a house, without some godfather somewhere? The son born of this unholy alliance is studying in an elite school, De Paul International School. From where does this women, whose former husband is doing menial jobs, get the money to pay the exorbitant fees for such a school?

6. GIFT OF CAR: Who gifts a fancy car to a woman without a quid pro quo? This is exactly what William did. He purchased a Blazing Red Maruti Celerio VXI AMT (top end automatic model) on 22/12/15. The road tax paid was Rs. 70889/-. Hence the estimated value would have been about Rupees Six Lakhs. Just two months later on 2/3/16 this fancy vehicle was transferred to Sunitha. Why would a bishop transfer a brand new vehicle to a lady with no known source of income if there was no quid pro quo? The transfer document is attached herewith in ANNEXURE E. The vehicle bearing registration number KA 55 M 8443 can also be seen parked outside the palatial house of Sunitha.

From the above it may be reasonably inferred that several unholy acts of commission and omission are happening in Mysuru Diocese in which William seems to be prima facie involved. Victims are afraid to go to the police because of the financial and political muscle that he enjoys. The law will take its own course in civil and criminal proceedings in the courts. More important for us is the image of the church that has taken a severe beating. We already have before us the cases of Bishops Franco Mulakkal of Jalandhar and Gallela Prasad of Kadapa. They pale into insignificance when compared to the alleged deeds of William and his henchmen.

In this, as also in my previous letter to you, I have mentioned the names of some brave people both clergy and laity, who have had the guts to speak out against this dangerous William. Should anything untoward happen to any of them the needle of suspicion will immediately point to William.

OUR REQUEST: Legalities apart, we are here concerned with the morality of this sordid episode, and the morale of the priests and people of the diocese. Hence, in the interest of justice, I once again appeal to you to appoint a seven member Enquiry Committee consisting of a financial expert, legal expert, two priests, and three laity including women. They should be mandated to make public their report within thirty days of being commissioned to do so. Considering the gravity of the charges against William, he should be simultaneously suspended from exercising episcopal office, and extradited from the territorial jurisdiction of Mysore diocese. In the interim an Apostolic Administrator may kindly be appointed.

I look forward to hearing from you, not just a terse acknowledgement but an assurance of action to be taken. I may here mention that in 2012 the Papal Nuncio to Ireland was removed by the Irish Government for his soft stand on clerical paedophilia. We expect the representative of Pope Francis in India to have the smell of the sheep and sensus fidei so as not to be seen as anti-people or anti-national, that could result in an unpleasant situation as in Ireland aforesaid.

I may also here mention that Section 120B of the IPC covers criminal conspiracy which includes abetment or even evidence of transmission of thoughts sharing the unlawful design. Turning a blind eye to prima facie criminal acts would be tantamount to abetment of the crime, criminal conspiracy and collusion. I hope and pray that your august office will not have to face such an eventuality.

This letter is written based on credible evidence and without prejudice to any person, as I have no personal contact or vested interest in any of the persons in Mysuru mentioned in this correspondence.

Respectfully and hopefully,

chhotebhai
National Convenor
Indian Catholic Forum
Noronha Sadan, 2/11 Krishnanagar, Kanpur – 208007
Email: noronha.kp@gmail.com Phone: 9415130822

Cc: Cardinal Oswald Gracias, CBCI President and Advisor to Pope Francis
Rev. Lawrence Culas, President, Catholic Priests Council of India
Ms. Rene Reid, Director, Catholic Church Reform International
Sri Lancy D’Cunha, National President, All India Catholic Union
The Aggrieved Parties
The Catholic Press – all for information and necessary action
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