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 Near-Death Experiences
There is very little Christian information available on this subject on the Internet. Most of the information herein is retrieved from my already published files on New Age.

Ned Dougherty and Near Death Experiences

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=35#more-35
By Susan Brinkmann, January 29, 2010 CATHOLIC
JR asks: “Has Johnnette Benkovic ever made any comment about Mr. Dougherty? I’ve read his book, Fast Lane to Heaven, and have read everything on his website. Nothing seems to be contrary to Church teaching, and he seems to be a very honorable man, but I’d like another opinion.”

For those who may not know, Ned Dougherty is a former successful nightclub owner who experienced a near-death experience (NDE) after suffering a heart attack. During this NDE, Mr. Dougherty received messages about the future from a "Lady of Light" who he believes was the Virgin Mary. He experienced a profound conversion of heart after this episode and authored a book about the experience, Fast Lane to Heaven, in March 2001 which contained a prediction about the Sept. 11 terrorist attack.

Ned claims to have had several life-changing encounters with the "Lady of Light" since the NDE and says he receives messages from Jesus, Our Lady, and St. Michael, which he publishes on his website. The primary mission of his apostolate, the Mission of Angels Foundation, is to help people recognize that "we are primarily spiritual beings."

Some of the goals of this apostolate are to promote an understanding of the dignity of human life at all stages, to promote hospice care and end-of-life support for the dying, and to share "spiritually transformational experiences" such as "pre-birth experiences" (very New Age) and NDEs. He also wants to establish a spiritual community center which would include a holistic healing center and "health spa with facilities that integrate spiritual healing arts with conventional disciplines of science and medicine."
There are two big warnings I would like to give about purported visionaries and NDE prophets such as Ned Dougherty, precautions that I’m sure he would wholeheartedly agree with.

First, our Church teaches that public revelation was completed, and concluded, with the death of the last apostle (Vatican II, Dei Verbum 4). While private revelation continues and can help us to more fully grasp what has already been revealed, the faithful are under no obligation to believe in apparitions or messages such as those allegedly being experienced by seers such as Ned Dougherty. (See Catechism of the Catholic Church #65-67)

Second, while the Church has made no pronouncement about NDEs and science is still studying the phenomena, this fascinating subject has become the unfortunate victim of New Agers. This is why we so rarely hear about NDEs that name the "being of light" as Jesus Christ, that involve a specific judgment, or that involve anything negative such as an experience of hell (even though these NDEs definitely occur!)

[One caution I might add about Mr. Dougherty is that he supposedly served as a media spokesman for the International Association of Near Death Studies, a site which stakes many of these New Age claims, saying that negative NDE’s are rare and that the "rarest of all" are NDEs in which a person "feels negatively judged by a Higher Power."] 

The reason behind all the New Age "spin" in the study of NDEs is because the founders of the modern NDE movement were heavily involved in the New Age.

For instance, the man considered to be the father of the modern NDE movement is Raymond A. Moody, M.D. whose 1975 book Life after Life was considered groundbreaking because it documented the 15 elements commonly found in all NDEs such as the tunnel, buzzing noise, light, etc. A parapsychologist with a medical degree, Moody also dabbles in the occult and is currently conducting paranormal studies at a private research institute in Alabama. These studies include scrying, a form of divination also known as crystal gazing.

Dr. Moody openly admits that his background, opinions and prejudices influenced the way he wrote the book. What were those influences? Although raised a Methodist, he openly mocks Christianity in some places in his book, such as when he dismisses the traditional concept of heaven and hell as "a cartoonist’s heaven of pearly gates" which he claims no one ever described to him. (That might explain why Jesus, judgment and hell are all missing from his NDEs.)
Elisabeth Kübler-Ross, M.D., the famed thanatologist (a person who studies the medical, social and psychological aspects of death) worked closely with Moody and wrote the foreword of his book. She was very involved in spiritism and claimed to have a personal spirit guide named Salem. Kübler-Ross’ was also closely associated with Jay Barham, a man who claimed to be psychic and who conducted séances that included sexual intercourse between participants and entities from the spirit world. By the time of her death in 2004, she lost all credibility with the medical community and was ultimately awarded a "Loose Screw Award" by Psychology Today magazine in 2005.

Kenneth Ring, another New Age NDE pioneer, author of Life at Death: A Scientific Investigation of the Near-Death Experience, is a trained psychologist. Ring claims to be of no particular religious persuasion and once told an interviewer that he could not recall a single case of someone who reported being judged by God. Instead, he spews the typical New Age "talking points" in his book, saying the "light" is "actually a reflection of one’s own inherent divine nature and symbolizes the higher self."
These are only a few of the characters who inspired the modern NDE movement, a phenomena that has spawned dozens of tales similar to Ned Dougherty’s including the multi-million dollar best seller Embraced by the Light* by Betty J. Eadie which claimed everyone went to heaven, even the likes of Hitler and Pol Pot.                              *See page 6
But what most people don’t know is that the scientific study of NDEs presents a much different picture. Notwithstanding the large school of thought in the medical community that these experiences could be the result of drugs or neurological functions that occur at the end of life, disinterested researchers such as Carol Zaleski, a professor of religion at Smith College, record not only heavenly but hellish NDE experiences. Her book Otherworld Journeys: Accounts of Near-Death Experiences in Medieval and Modern Times is widely respected for its academic excellence.

Not surprisingly, Christian researchers such as cardiologist Maurice Rawlings, author of Beyond Death’s Door, also record hellish NDEs that include encounters with Satan and sensations of being in a lake of fire. Some of these experiences were so traumatic that those who had them psychologically suppressed them.

Then there is the famous story of Father Steven Scheier, a parish priest from Kansas who suffered a broken neck during a head-on collision in 1985. During a time when he thought he had died, he remembered being judged worthy of hell and said he heard the voice of Our Lady pleading for him. The Lord relented and gave Fr. Scheier a second chance.

New Agers like to say that NDEs change people’s lives in positive ways, but there is evidence to support the opposite point of view. For instance, P. M. H. Atwater, who is deeply involved in the occult and mediumship, describes many unpleasant aftereffects of NDEs in her book Coming Back to Life. She found that many people who had NDEs later experienced family problems, divorce, the inability to hold a job and/or make a commitment to either a relationship or a vocation.

While NDEs make fascinating reading, some of the best advice I’ve ever gotten on this subject came from Reality magazine, which is a publication of the Irish Redemptorists:
"(W)e might say that widely reported incidents of near-death experiences are at least an indicator that what we assert by faith might well correlate with what some have experienced. Beyond that, however, we ought to place the mysterious issue of death squarely where it belongs: under the wide mantle of God’s merciful love."

German toddler describes Near Death Experience

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=95#more-95
By Susan Brinkmann, April 21, 2010 CATHOLIC
A three year-old German boy who died after drowning in a pond claims to have seen his grandmother standing "by a gate" who told him to "go home to mummy and daddy" before he was resuscitated.

London’s Daily Mail is reporting that Paul Eicke of Lychen, Germany, is believed to have been lying unconscious in his grandparents’ pond for several minutes before being discovered. His father began to administer cardiopulmonary and mouth-to-mouth resuscitation until paramedics arrived and flew the boy to a nearby hospital.

Doctors worked for hours to revive the boy and were just about to give up when his heart suddenly started beating on its own. "I have never experienced anything like it," said Professor Lothar Schweigerer, director of the Helios Clinic where Paul was treated. "When children have been underwater for a few minutes they mostly don’t make it. This is a most extraordinary case."

Even more extraordinary was what the boy told his parents after he awoke. He claims that while lying clinically dead on a hospital bed, he saw his great grandmother Emmi standing by a gate.

"There was a lot of light and I was floating," the boy said.

"I came to a gate and I saw Grandma Emmi on the other side. She said to me, 'What are you doing here Paul? You must go back to mummy and daddy. I will wait for you here.' I knew I was in heaven. But grandma said I had to come home. She said that I should go back very quickly."

He added: "Heaven looked nice. But I am glad I am back with mummy and daddy now."

Equally miraculous is the fact that Paul suffered no brain injury even though he was "dead" for three hours and 18 minutes before his heart started beating again. Doctors believe that because the pond water was so cold, the boy’s body temperature remained low, which slows the metabolism and allows the body to survive longer without oxygen.

"I’ve been doing this job for 30 years and have never seen anything like this," Professor Schweigerer said. "It goes to show the human body is a very resilient organism and you should never give up."
Near death experiences (NDE) continue to confound the scientific community. Some doctors believe they may be caused by narcotics such as morphine or other anesthetic drugs typically used to treat patients after severe accidents, during surgery, or to ease the pain of death.

Others believe they could be caused by hallucinations, or the result of the large amount of endorphins released near the end of life which can cause a natural high that some people interpret as a near death experience. Another possible cause is hypoxia, a condition where the brain is deprived of oxygen and a person hallucinates and experiences pleasurable feelings.

There is also convincing evidence that many of the people who report having NDEs were never medically dead but only thought they were.

New Age enthusiasts, whose writings dominate this field, typically represent NDEs in religiously neutral terms, with God depicted as a "light" or "force" rather than as Jesus Christ, and rarely mention any negative experiences. 

However, medical and scientific study reveals that there are definitely negative or distressful NDEs and many that involve encounters with Jesus Christ and even Satan.

For a more detailed explanation of how the New Age has hijacked the field of NDEs, read "Ned Dougherty and Near Death Experiences" available here: http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=35
New Age Near-Death Pioneer Arrested for Child Abuse
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=15849#more-15849
By Susan Brinkmann, August 15, 2012 CATHOLIC
A pediatrician known as a pioneer in the New Age version of the phenomenon known as Near Death Experiences (NDE) was arrested in Delaware last week after his 11 year-old daughter accused him of repeatedly “waterboarding” her and holding her nose and mouth with his hand until she collapsed. 

DelawareOnline.com is reporting that Dr. Melvin Morse, 58, and his wife, Pauline, 40, have each been charged with four felony counts of first-degree reckless endangerment and two counts of endangering the welfare of a child, as well as felony conspiracy.
Master Corporal Gary Fournier of the Delaware State police say their investigation started on July 12 when state troopers received a 911 call from a neighbor who claims Morse was seen dragging his 11 year-old daughter by the ankle across a gravel driveway during a domestic dispute.

The girl later told detectives that Morse had used waterboarding on her as a disciplinary measure at least four times over a two-year period, saying he held her face under a running faucet, causing the water to go up her nose and over her face.

She also said that her father once told her she “could go five minutes without brain damage” during the punishments. The little girl admitted that she never knew what she had done to deserve such a punishment and that she would often run outside and cry afterward. He would then follow her outside and “hold her nose and mouth with his hand,” police said in court records. “He would tell her she was lucky he did not use duct tape,” police said in the documents. “He would not let go until she lost feeling and collapsed to the ground.”

The child’s younger sister, age 5, said she had never been treated this way because Morse believed she was too young for it. According to the children, their mother stood by while Morse was delivering these punishments and did nothing to stop him. As a result, she has also been charged in the case. 

Both children are now in the protective custody of the state Division of Family Services. Morse remains in jail after failing to post $14,500 bail and the state is in the process of revoking his medical license.

Melvin Morse became another player in the modern New Age NDE movement upon the publication of his book, Closer to the Light: Learning from the Near Death Experiences of Children. Although it was largely a serious scientific work, his metaphysical beliefs were later revealed when he was asked what he meant by the “spiritual needs” of his patients.

“For me the answer is simple,” he said. “NDEs are the way to join science and spiritualism . . . We will combine the essence of those ancient truths with scientific knowledge and create new rituals with which to heal our inner selves and society.”

He is one of several NDE researchers such as pioneer Raymond A. Moody, Jr. author of Life After Life, whose New Age beliefs continue to color the discussion about this phenomenon and what it reveals about the afterlife. For instance, in the New Age version of NDEs, there is never a hell and no judgment takes place. There is only heaven and a “light” who is never named Jesus and is put forth as a kind of generic being. This is in spite of the fact that other nonbiased researchers document plenty of evidence of hellish NDEs, even some that include encounters with Satan himself.

New Agers also like to claim that NDEs change people’s lives in a very positive manner but the opposite has also been found to be true. P. M. H. Atwater, who is deeply involved in the occult and mediumship, describes many unpleasant after effects of NDEs in her book Coming Back to Life. She found that many people who had NDEs later experienced family problems, divorce, the inability to hold a job and/or make a commitment to either a relationship or a vocation.

And, in Dr. Morse’s case, the descent into criminal behavior.

Be Wary of New Near-Death Book
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=16834#more-16834
By Susan Brinkmann, October 15, 2012 CATHOLIC
Being a devotee of near-death experiences, I was disappointed to read some of the descriptions of the heaven seen by Dr. Eben Alexander, an academic neurosurgeon whose new book, “Proof of Heaven” is featured in the latest issue of Newsweek. Although the book is not out yet and I can only judge by the statements Alexander is making to the press, the field of near-death experiences is heavily influenced by New Age thinking and I found several signs that his experience may also be infested with this worldview when reading his descriptions.

First, for some background.

Dr. Alexander’s story begins in 2008 when he went into a coma after coming down with a rare bacterial meningitis.

“My entire cortex – the part of the brain that controls thought and emotion and that in essence makes us human – had shut down,” he writes. “Doctors determined that I had somehow contracted a very rare bacterial meningitis that mostly attacks newborns. E. coli bacteria had penetrated my cerebrospinal fluid and were eating my brain.”

He did not rouse from the coma for seven days, during which time he had what he says was an experience of the afterlife.

He claims to have found himself in a place full of white-pink clouds above which he observed “flocks of transparent, shimmering beings arced across the sky.” These objects were higher forms of being and said they created a “glorious chant” as they moved.

He also stressed the interconnectedness of everything he observed, writing, “Everything was distinct, yet everything was also a part of everything else, like the rich and intermingled designs on a Persian carpet … or a butterfly’s wing.”

Here’s one of the places where Alexander’s story troubles me. He claims that a woman was with him during this visit and delivered messages to him via a kind of interior locution. The general messages were: “You are loved and cherished, dearly, forever”, “You have nothing to fear” and “There is nothing you can do wrong.”

This last statement instantly raised a red-flag with me as it is reminiscent of many other New Age near-death experiences which were supposedly devoid of judgment. This is contrary to Church teaching and Scripture. For instance, in Hebrews 9:27, we read that “Just as it is appointed that human beings die once, and after this the judgment . . .”

Revelation 20:4 also clearly speaks of judgment after death: “And I saw seats. And they sat upon them: and judgment was given unto them. . . ”

We know that Jesus referred to the need for repentance before death when he forgave the penitent thief and promised “This day thou shalt be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).

St. Paul expresses his longing to be in the presence of God, understanding that death is the entrance to his reward (2 Corinthians 5; Philemon 1:21).

Another troubling aspect of his story is the way he describes who he perceives to be God – as a “vast presence” who does not name himself. This is another hallmark of New Age interpretations of near-death experiences. Jesus never names Himself, which is utterly contrary to the whole point of the Gospels in which Jesus instructs His disciples to “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you . . .” (Matthew 28:19-20)

Jesus’ Gospel is aimed at making all people believers in Him, which makes it difficult to believe that a person who has a near-death experience would not be told that the bright light or “vast presence” is Jesus Christ.

To be fair, I will get the book when it comes out and read it before coming to any definitive conclusions but I have to confess that, judging by the extensive research that I’ve done into this area, Christians should approach this book with caution.

Boy Recants near death Experience
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=36727#more-36727
By Susan Brinkmann, January 19, 2015 CATHOLIC
A boy whose alleged near-death experience is described in the best-selling book, The Boy Who Came Back From Heaven, is now admitting that he made up the entire story.

The Daily Mail is reporting on the story of Alex Malarkey, now 16, who was thought to have died after being involved in a horrific car accident when he was six years old. Doctors did not believe that he could survive the impact of the collision, which left him paralyzed. But after spending two months in a coma, he woke up.

As the book’s publisher describes, when he woke from the coma, he had an incredible story to tell about “events at the accident scene and in the hospital while he was unconscious. Of the angels that took him through the gates of heaven itself. Of the unearthly music that sounded just ‘terrible’ to a six-year-old. And, most amazing of all . . . Of meeting and talking to Jesus.”

Dubbed a “true story of an ordinary boy’s most extraordinary journey”, Malarkey is now admitting that he made it all up to get attention.

“I did not die. I did not go to Heaven,” Malarkey writes in an open letter entitled, “An Open Letter to Lifeway and Other Sellers, Buyers, and Marketers of Heaven Tourism, by the Boy Who Did Not Come Back From Heaven” which was published on the Pulpit and Pen website. “I said I went to heaven because I thought it would get me attention.”

He goes on to accuse the marketers of the book of profiting from lies by continuing to sell the book.

“When I made the claims that I did, I had never read the Bible. People have profited from lies, and continue to. They should read the Bible, which is enough. The Bible is the only source of truth. Anything written by man cannot be infallible,” he writes from his home in Huntsville, Ohio.
His mother, Beth Malarkey, claims that her son, who is severely disabled as a result of the accident, once told a pastor that he made up the story but was told that the book was “blessing” people and to keep quiet.

“The ones making money from the book are NOT the ones staying up through the night, struggling for their breath, or were they the ones at six years old, waking up unable to move or breathe and in a strange place after last remember seeing a car coming right at the car he was riding in,” Mrs. Malarkey said. “It is both puzzling and painful to watch the book . . . not only continue to sell, but to continue, for the most part, to not be questioned.”

She claims the family does not receive any royalties from the book.

Christian booksellers are now scrambling to get the book off their shelves, which is difficult because it’s being sold as part of a trilogy of three alleged near-death “tales of paradise” that include 90 Minutes in Heaven and Heaven is for Real.

The writers at the Pulpit and the Pen cite the same problem that is associated with many similar tales of near-death experiences that contain questionable theology. “ . . . Christian publishers and retailers should have known better. They should have had the spiritual discernment, wisdom, compassion, and intestinal fortitude to not sell a book which contains, along with all books like it, deep theological problems.”

The field of near-death experiences is riddled with New Age “spirituality” such as the “light” everyone sees but is rarely identified as Jesus, the absence of all judgment, and the scarcity of any experiences of hell even though negative near-death experiences occur in unbiased research.

Alex Malarkey should be applauded for swallowing his shame and embarrassment to do the right thing and tell the truth for the good of the souls of his fellow Christians. 

The Occult: Brief explanations of various terms and concepts
http://www.christiananswersforthenewage.org/Articles_OccultTerms3.html EXTRACT
By Marcia Montenegro

Near Death Experience (NDE)

An experience claimed by many who came close to death or were declared dead medically before being brought back to life. Those who claim this experience often describe leaving their bodies, traveling in a tunnel towards a light, meeting deceased relatives or angels, and being taken to a beautiful place. For an investigation into possible physical and psychological causes of NDE's, see Testing the Spirits by Elizabeth l. Hillstrom, Chapter 5. 

CATHOLIC
The New Age Movement: Highway to Hell
http://www.ewtn.com/library/PROLENC/ENCYC130.HTM EXTRACT
By the American Life League

A PARTIAL LIST OF NEW AGE PRACTICES, PRACTITIONERS, AND ORGANIZATIONS
Astral (out-of-body) experiences
Out-of-body experiences, including near-death experiences (NDEs)

Near Death Experiences
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1041
June 4, 2008
I was just curious to see if you had any thoughts on whether or not Near Death Experiences are simply neurological, or actually metaphysical in nature. –Omar

There are some neurological issues that may explain some of these Near Death Experiences. But, I think there has been enough anecdotal evidence in this area to suspect that the experiences are spiritual. What many people do not know, because it has been largely suppressed, is the number of people who do not "see the light" but have hellish experiences.

There are also people who have Near Death experiences who report "seeing the light" but who then begin to develop ideas that are contrary to the truth of God. In those instances I suspect that their experience is either stimulated by neurological functions or stimulated by demons, either way, the demons exploit the experience to instill ungodly ideas into these people. If one is truly seeing the light of God, they will not be coming away from that experience with ideas and notions that are contrary to God's teachings through His Church. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
Near Death Experiences 

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/sw/viewanswer.asp?QID=1114
December 1, 2009

I have been reading about Near Death Experiences and researchers who study them.
As you may know, many people report seeing a "being of Light." This may be culturally-induced and such beings include Jesus, Muhammed, Buddha, etc. etc. etc.
What is striking is that children who report NDEs and seeing a being seem to report the being similarly - for example, while many adults report Jesus as having white skin, most, if not all, children report Him with tan skin (which is likely more historically-accurate), and children report Buddha with yellower skin tone and Muhammed with darker skin tone. 
Since children all over the world are reporting the same things, wouldn't this lend a bit of credibility to such reports, and, if so, what would be the Catholic teaching? I suppose Jesus or Buddha or Muhammed could appear to ease a soul, right? Would this necessarily imply that all religions are equal, or no? Or could this just be coincidence? –Robert
There are many reports of Near Death Experiences. I believe they are real. What one rarely finds in the literature is that many people's Near Death Experience is of hell, not "the light".

As for children, it makes sense that they may see Jesus with more accurate "skin tone" as they have not yet been culturally imprinted with a blue-eyed and white-skinned Jesus. Jesus, and Mary also in her apparitions, tends to appear in a way that relates to the person. Our Lady of Guadalupe appears as a Hispanic woman. Angels might appear with wings, even though they have no wings. This phenomenon is an act of compassion -- to appear in a way the person expects so as not to frighten them and to comfort them.

As for appearances of Buddha (Siddhartha Gautama) and Muhammad in these near death experiences, there is no implication in any respect of an equality of religions. These people could only appear in the light of God if, and only if, they are in heaven and God permitted it. The Church does teach that it is possible for non-Christians to be saved under certain conditions of invincible ignorance or diminished capacity. Again, God is compassionate and may allow this initial visitation. Eventually, however, these persons will meet Jesus and our Blessed Mother and know the true God, who is Trinity.

There are other possible explanations, however, for some of these experiences.  In some cases the source of the experience may be psychological, with a probable biochemical element in the brain. Skeptics think the biochemical explanation is the only explanation. Also, we know from Scripture that the devil can appear as an angel of light.

I think there is enough anecdotal evidence, however, to suggest that many of these experiences are real spiritual experiences, especially since not everyone sees "the light". The cases of those who have an experience of hell are not necessarily super bad people. Even otherwise good people, contrary to Hollywood, may go to hell.

We do know for a fact that it is possible to be "out-of-body" and in the presence of heaven as St. Paul records in 2 Corinthians 12:2-5. 
There are reports of countless people who have had these experiences and as a result have converted to Jesus Christ. Others come back and involve themselves in New Age occultism. Those individuals, I think, met an angel of light that was the devil.

These experiences do not happen to everyone or at least most do not remember them. My mother who was essentially dead on a respirator for about a week does not remember anything.

As for any official statement from the Church on this, I am not aware of any. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
Do Catholics believe in near-death experiences?
http://memorareministries.com/do-catholics-believe-in-near-death-experiences/ EXTRACT
In the end, what matters most about “private” revelations like NDEs is the fruit they produce. In other words, they can be considered authentic insofar as they help us to “live more fully” by “Christ’s definitive revelation” (CCC #67). 
*
Extracts from “The Facts on Near-Death Experiences” by John Ankerberg and John Weldon, Harvest House Publishers, 1996, 48 pages (one in a series of 11 “Facts On” books in my library):
*In Embraced by the Light which TV ads claim sold some 6 million copies in its first two years, committed Mormon Betty Eadie recalls her adamant refusal to return to the horrible conditions of this life. Despite dedicating the book to “My Lord and Savior Jesus Christ”, her NDE reflects Mormon theology throughout, not Biblical teaching. (Page 15)
Ankerberg and Weldon devote several pages to the sad story of Allison Bierma, 17, who committed suicide by throwing herself off of a cliff after reading Eadie’s book, believing that she was going to be happily united with her dead boyfriend and with her Heavenly Father in a wonderful place … leaving an eight-page suicide note that stated the possibility that she might return to earth if God permitted it!
One of the consequences (of NDEs) is, given the right conditions, an inducement to suicide. (Page 4)

Most of us are familiar with the common elements of the popularly reported composite near-death experience.

After undergoing a near-fatal car accident, heart attack, or other physical tragedy, a person is near death or declared “clinically dead”. He or she has the perception of being “out of the body”, looking down at his or her body, while resuscitation attempts are made. The person soon finds that they are in another location (or dimension) where the spirit world is encountered. This world is perceived as one of utterly indescribable love, beauty, peace, joy, and contentment. The individual may engage in telepathic or verbal communication with various spirits – usually of dear friends and relatives or a being (or beings) of light. 
Various teachings may be communicated and there may be a “review” of the person’s life. Eventually the person finds himself approaching a barrier or border that he or she is not allowed to cross. The individual is instructed to return to his body because the time for him to die has not yet arrived. (Page 7)
Perhaps hundreds of millions of people worldwide have been exposed to the popularly interpreted messages of the NDEs – that there is nothing to fear in death and that a heavenly glory awaits us all. According to prominent NDE researcher Kenneth Ring of the University of Connecticut, NDEs even affect those who never have them: “we know from the latest research on NDEs that even persons who are exposed to literature in NDEs and come to take an interest in it, also begin to experience changes in their lives kin to those that near-death experience report.” (Page 8; emphasis theirs)

Despite widespread popular belief, the NDE is not an experience of true death, as researcher conclude, nor is it unique. … Placed in its proper context, the NDE is simply one of a larger number of mystical experiences, most of which have similar results. (Page 9; emphasis theirs)

Despite its widespread popular image as a heavenly experience, we will catalogue some of the negative effects of NDEs. First there is an estimated 10 to 60% of thoroughly hellish NDEs, but there are other potentially troubling consequences from the experiences themselves and how they have been interpreted in our culture. Far from being a life-affirming experience, NDEs can have association with a more permanent death. (Page 10; emphasis theirs)

The NDE message communicated to many is that “God” or the “being of light” is entirely non-judgmental; therefore there are no final or ultimate consequences even for suicide. (Page 11)
In Transformed By The Light, L. Morse M.D., agrees it should be recognized “that near-death experiences may make death more attractive to those considering suicide”.

As Christian author Doug Groothuis points out, far more than NDE it is the biblical view of life and death that inhibits suicide. People who feel that they are responsible to God in this life are much less likely to commit suicide than those who believe that no one holds them accountable after death.

Who would ever kill themselves if they thought that they might really go to hell? But the “positive” NDE experience relays the message that there is no hell for anyone – that all people will enter into a glorious and eternal paradise. Death is the friend to all and enemy to none. In light off the above, we believe that NDE and the perception of it in our culture is more likely to increase suicide than to decrease it. (Pages 15-16; emphasis theirs)
NSE researcher P.M.H. Atwater writes, “Most NDErs fall head over heels in love with God … They were bathed in God, immersed in God, filled to overflowing with God; and they return convinced of God. They know God is.”

Unfortunately in many NDEs, the experience itself and the message(s) conveyed turn people away from God, and from Jesus Christ, Christian doctrines and the Bible. (Pages 17-18; emphasis theirs)

In The Light Beyond, Raymond Moody M.D., the first researcher to publish a landmark best-seller on NDEs points out that although most NDErs become spiritual, they do not enter the church but instead come to reject its doctrines. Indeed, “they tend to abandon religious doctrine purely for the sake of doctrine.”
In fact, whether or not a person was religious or non-religious prior to his NDE, “Both groups emerge with an appreciation of religion that is different from the narrowly defined one established by most churches. They come to realize through this experience that religion is not a matter of one ‘right’ group against several ‘wrong’ groups. People who undergo an NDE come out of it saying that religion concerns your ability to love, not doctrines and denominations. (Page 18)
The thirteenth “being of light” that instructed best-selling NDE author Dannion Brinkley (Saved By The Light) told him his purpose on earth was “show people how to rely on their spiritual selves instead of the government and churches.” (Page 19)

Dr. Cherie Sutherland’s study differentiated between people who were “religious” (part of organized religion) and “spiritual” (much broader in their religious outlook). The term “religious” was specifically connected with Christian churches, particular doctrines, and so on.
For example, one person who, before the NDE “was quite religious” now declares she is “spiritual because I don’t go to churches anymore. I don’t belong to any denomination.” 

Sutherland’s research concluded that there was an established shift away from organized religion and church attendance and toward private nonformula prayer, meditation, and a general quest for spiritual values. (Page 20)
Of those who have a philosophy of life communicated to them during the NDE, most seem to experience one or more of three dominant perspectives:

1) A mediumistic view of the afterlife;

2) Pantheistic beliefs; and

3) The “truth” of the concept of reincarnation.
The problem is that not only that each of these views support the occult, but in its own way, each insulates one against a Christian and biblical worldview. (Page 21)

The philosophy of reincarnation is communicated in many NDEs. P.M.H. Atwater believes that “Reincarnation is a favourite topic for near-death survivors … For most it becomes a fact of life.” (Page 22)

In Deceived By The Light, Dr. Groothuis discusses the lack of holiness that is a characteristic feature of most NDEs. Many NDErs seem to come back entirely unconcerned with the biblical category of sin because sins are supposedly viewed differently in the next life and hardly seem consequential at all.
In no NDE study we are aware of has the positive category of “loving God” in a biblical sense ever been included.

Where is the biblical holiness in the reported NDEs?

Where is the worship of the biblical Jesus?

Where is the biblical sense of guilt?

Where is the command to love and obey the biblical God?

Where is the biblical teaching on eternal punishment?

Where is the revelation of God’s character as it is revealed scripturally?

If these are absent from the NDE, then it seems the NDE is anything but heavenly.

In that these experiences are frequently reported as being “spiritual” (v., “religious”) all this makes sense:

God is impersonal love and energy; there are sensations of pantheism; there are no moral absolutes, nor is there a final judgment. In light of this, it shouldn’t be expected that the categories of “positive change” would be defined in a Christian sense. (Page 31)

If one examines the major books and researches conducted into NDEs, one discovers that most NDE researchers generally seem to have a basic “New Age” interest, background or philosophy.

Cherie Sutherland, whose Ph.D. dissertation was popularized for Reborn In The Light, speaks of her mystical experiences and daily practice of yoga.

Raymond Moody and Elisabeth Kübler-Ross, the two dominant figures in the field, are both spiritists. (Page 32)

Near death: Why does our life flash before our eyes?

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=56942   

February 14, 2017
Scientists are continuing to study the phenomenon of near death experiences with their latest research involving an analysis of people who experienced flashbacks from their life as they neared the point of death.
The Telegraph is reporting on the study conducted by researchers at Hadassah University in Jerusalem which analyzed seven accounts of flashback experiences which were obtained from in-depth interviews with people who had near death experiences. These interviews were then used to devise a questionnaire which was sent to 264 people.

Those involved in the study said they lost all sense of time, with memories coming back to them from all different periods in their lives. This defies Hollywood depictions of people having flashback experiences that occur in chronological order.

As one respondent explained: “There is not a linear progression, there is lack of time limits… It was like being there for centuries. I was not in time/space so this question also feels impossible to answer. A moment, and a thousand years… both and neither. It all happened at once, or some experiences within my near-death experience were going on at the same time as others, though my human mind separates them into different events.”

This bears a remarkable resemblance to the Biblical description: “[W]ith the Lord one day is like a thousand years and a thousand years like one day.” (2 Peter 3:8)

Respondents also commonly experienced extreme emotional events which were perceived from the other person’s point of view.

One respondent said: “I could individually go into each person and I could feel the pain that they had in their life… I was allowed to see that part of them and feel for myself what they felt.”

Another said: “I was seeing, feeling these things about him (my father), and he was sharing with me the things of his early childhood and how things were difficult for him.”

As the Telegraph reports, “Every person in the study said they were left with a new perspective on their life events and on significant people in their lives.”

Researchers believe that the phenomenon could be caused by parts of the brain that store autobiographic memories such as the prefrontal, medial temporal and parietal cortices. These are the last brain functions to suffer from oxygen and blood loss.
The study, published in the journal Consciousness and Cognition, concludes: “Re-experiencing one’s own life-events, so-called LRE, is a phenomenon with well-defined characteristics, and its sub-components may be also evident in healthy people.

“This suggests that a representation of life-events as a continuum exists in the cognitive system, and may be further expressed in extreme conditions of psychological and physiological stress.”
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