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JUNE 6, 2019
Boycott pro-abortion Netflix
Netflix the Only Hollywood Studio to Speak Out in Attack Against Abortion Rights https://variety.com/2019/film/features/abortion-laws-hollywood-studios-netflix-1203225843/
By Matt Donnelly, Gene Maddaus, Elaine Low and Anna Tingley, May 28, 2019

Many of Hollywood’s most powerful content companies have maintained a deafening silence on the raging abortion legislation debate that’s sweeping the country as their star talent and producers go off script to speak out about threats to women’s reproductive rights and boycott states like Georgia that have signed the bills. Protests are erupting on the ground and across social media as seven other states — including Alabama, Missouri and Ohio — also adopt anti-abortion laws.
Most of the industry uproar is currently focused on Georgia, where a massive number of Hollywood movies and TV shows film thanks to a highly favorable state tax incentive. 
Following Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp’s May 7 signing of a bill that aims to outlaw abortion after the detection of a fetal heartbeat, powerhouse female creators like “The Handmaid’s Tale” breakout director Reed Morano and the Oscar-nominated writing team behind “Bridesmaids,” Kristen Wiig and Annie Mumolo, abandoned plans to film in the state. Actor and talk-show host Busy Philipps fronted an ad campaign with the ACLU countering what she said is an attempt by the Trump administration to undermine the nearly 50-year-old precedent set by Roe v. Wade, via multistate anti-abortion bills. Actors like “Titanic” star Frances Fisher and local women in the film industry picketed on the steps of Atlanta City Hall.

“It’s hard to wake up every day feeling like I’m growing up in my mother’s generation,” says veteran producer Lori McCreary, former president of the Producers Guild of America and CEO of Revelations Entertainment. “I don’t have anything that’s shooting in those locations, but I would give it a second thought in those states because I think it’s important for us to support [women].”
The momentum for projects to snub the state comes in the face of a sad reality — many detractors of the bill who live in places like Georgia and work in film and TV face losing their jobs.

Calls for a flat-out boycott continue to gain traction across the industry, despite a move from several high-profile filmmakers to keep their productions in Georgia but donate their salaries and fees to the ACLU and local activist groups combating the legislation. Creators behind those shows include J.J. Abrams and Jordan Peele, Peter Chernin and Jenno Topping, and Ron Howard and Brian Grazer’s Imagine Entertainment.

“A woman’s right to make choices about her own body is fundamental to her personal and professional well-being,” Kirsten Schaffer, executive director of the nonprofit group Women in Film, told Variety in an exclusive statement. “We support people who make the choice not to take their production to Georgia or take a job in Georgia because of the draconian anti-choice law. To that end, we’ve compiled a list of pro-choice states that offer meaningful tax rebates and production incentives, and encourage everyone to explore these alternatives: California, Colorado, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Washington.”

Media companies with deep financial investments in the state have so far remained mum on the matter. Not one major studio would comment on the ongoing issue when approached by Variety, including the film and TV divisions at The Walt Disney Co., WarnerMedia, Sony Pictures Entertainment, NBCUniversal, Viacom, Fox and Amazon Studios.
The only company to respond to Variety’s inquiries was Netflix. “We have many women working on productions in Georgia, whose rights, along with millions of others, will be severely restricted by this law,” Ted Sarandos, Netflix’s chief content officer, said in an exclusive statement. “It’s why we will work with the ACLU and others to fight it in court. Given the legislation has not yet been implemented, we’ll continue to film there, while also supporting partners and artists who choose not to. Should it ever come into effect, we’d rethink our entire investment in Georgia.” CBS referred Variety to comments made by its entertainment president Kelly Kahl, who said at the network’s recent upfront presentation that he would monitor the bill’s progress toward becoming law.

Varied individual responses to the legislation on the producer level find these companies in increasingly awkward positions of conflict. Lionsgate Entertainment, for instance, which is distributing the feature comedy “Barb and Star Go to Vista Del Mar,” from Wiig and Mumolo, must find a new shooting location after producers decided to leave the state. The Lionsgate-owned premium TV network Starz will air the series “P-Valley,” from producer Chernin, which has decided to continue filming in Georgia but make a donation to the resistance effort. The studio would not comment on either of these decisions, nor offer any overall point of view from its leadership.
Some in the entertainment business maintain that boycotting may ultimately not have the intended impact.

“Saying, ‘We’re going to yank production out of your state if you don’t reverse,’ I’m not sure Kemp cares about that. It feels as though he’s willing to risk jobs and millions of dollars to be the hero that gets his law to go to the Supreme Court,” says Heidi Lindelof, the spouse of showrunner Damon Lindelof and a board member of the Center for Reproductive Rights.

Actress Elizabeth Perkins says the matter is not as nuanced. “I think we need to fight like hell, fight like our lives depend on it, because they do,” the actress said in a recent interview with Variety at an industry event. “And I’ll do anything I can to make sure this doesn’t pass. We sort of knew this when we lost the election; we saw this coming. It’s obviously a coordinated effort, and we have to fight it with everything we have.”
Loni Love, a comedian and panelist on the female-centric talk show “The Real,” says the measure puts women at risk: “You’re not going to stop abortion — you’re just going to make unsafe abortions. You have to start fighting in that area so you fight for your sisters to have control over their bodies.”

The major studios continue to rely on the Motion Picture Assn. of America, their collective voice in Washington, to play a role in the mess. At the time Kemp signed the heartbeat bill, the MPAA said it would monitor the legislation’s path toward becoming law, which could occur Jan. 1. There is wide expectation for the bill to escalate to circuit courts, where it might be struck down. In the same breath, the MPAA underscored the human cost of boycotts. Last year, Georgia reported some 92,000 jobs and an economic impact of more than $9 billion from production.

That level of commitment is at risk. Since establishing a generous 30% tax rebate in 2008, Hollywood has planted deep roots in both the metropolitan and rural areas of Georgia. Expansive facilities like Pinewood Atlanta Studios and its 18 soundstages and 400-acre backlot have been home to major productions like “Black Panther” and “The Hunger Games.” The town of Senoia, Ga., has served as a set for AMC’s blockbuster TV franchise “The Walking Dead.” Over the past decade, a great migration of artisans and craftspeople, such as carpenters, designers and technicians, have left Southern California and decamped to Georgia, where jobs have been plentiful and the cost of living is more attractive than setting up shop in L.A

Lynn Hylden, a 38-year-old producer, left a freelance career in reality TV in L.A. to join a scripted series in Atlanta in 2011. She did not expect to remain in the state, but Georgia became a “land of opportunity,” she says. Currently a single mother, Hylden says her partner at the time encouraged her to terminate her pregnancy. She declined. “I elected not to do that,” Hylden says, adding she is “particularly thankful for the Georgia industry because I’m able to raise a child on my own.” Hylden, whose credits include “Being Mary Jane,” says the boycotts hit home because “by choosing to have a child, I’ve doubled down on my career. I’ve doubled down on what I’m doing as a producer. I’ve grown, and it makes me stand up every day to actually have conversations like this, because as everybody says, it’s bigger than just me.”
Actress and freelance headshot photographer Jessica Roth, a Los Angeles native who attended the USC School of Cinematic Arts, has lived in Atlanta for three years. Speaking to Variety just a day after wrapping a commercial, she says she hopes the industry will stay in Georgia, but feels the issue transcends Hollywood. “It’s a support of basic human rights,” she says. “And the millions of women who are affected should have that right to make that decision with their bodies and health. That reproductive right is bigger than the film industry.”

Roth says she would leave Georgia and start over should production flee, suggesting it would have “a huge financial impact,” but she would be willing to go if it meant standing against Kemp and the bill. She says the majority of her friends and colleagues, including many of the people on the set of her commercial, also oppose the new law.

Other transplants have no desire to uproot the communities they’ve built. Druscilla Smith, 35, who runs various production offices, moved from her hometown of Shreveport, La., to Atlanta in 2014. Politics often have little impact on the bonds formed on set.

“I hate that Hollywood has to come to this point of saying that if this rule doesn’t get changed, then we’re going to boycott your state. … All of us — everybody in Atlanta that’s in the film industry — can’t go back to California [and] work. We all can’t go to New York and work.”

Entertainment industry workers are most certainly “collateral damage” in this conflict, says Martha Lauzen, executive director of the Center for the Study of Women in Television and Film at San Diego State University. “Productions and individuals boycotting the state are making it clear that this bill compromises women’s well-being and is unacceptable,” Lauzen tells Variety. She calls such action a “blunt instrument” on Hollywood’s part to communicate its feelings on the legislation.
“The unfortunate reality is that individuals working in behind-the-scenes roles are caught in the middle of this highly charged political issue,” she says. “We’ll have to see how it plays out over the coming months.”
The economic importance of Hollywood’s ties to Georgia are not lost on Kemp, whose tactic in wake of the bill has been to focus on the production facilities in his state. Last week, he toured Pinewood and stages at the Georgia Film Academy to bolster the state’s commitment to retaining the industry. He canceled an annual “Georgia Night” celebration scheduled for late May at the swanky Sunset Tower Hotel in West Hollywood, Calif., and postponed pre-scheduled meetings with Hollywood studio heads until fall.

Conservatives and other Georgia-based politicians have not been as subtle about their feelings toward pushback from the left coast, taking swipes at entertainers who have been outspoken.

“You’re not from Georgia. You don’t live in Georgia. You’re not a voter in Georgia. You come here to fulfill a contract to make money and then go home,” says Rep. Dominic LaRiccia, the governor’s floor leader. 
“You can’t come to a conservative state and put your hand out, and let us put a lot of money in that hand, and then slap us in the face with the other hand.” LaRiccia says he would work to convince the movie industry to stay, but “if they back me into a corner with a boycott, I have to give ’em the old South Georgia [saying], ‘Don’t let the door hit you where the good Lord split you.’”

Janet Porter, the Ohio activist who authored the heartbeat bills, said in a statement to Variety: “We didn’t pass Heartbeat Laws to impress Hollywood; we passed them to protect babies with beating hearts. So many states want to keep hearts beating that those who want to boycott them will soon run out of places in which to work.” Porter also said Hollywood should see the measures as a silver lining, as “there will soon be thousands more actors, producers and directors because their lives were protected instead of [them being] killed.”

Charles Bowen, an entertainment lawyer and founder of the Savannah Film Alliance, says it is “absurd” for Hollywood to start a boycott. “Let’s let a federal court throw this thing out,” he says. “If it went into effect, you’d have a much bigger problem here. The Republican legislators don’t care at all about whether you say you’re going to come and film here. It’s really an absurd approach to trying to make a change in the law.”
Nor are local activists and abortion rights groups calling for a Hollywood boycott, which they say is unlikely to persuade pro-life lawmakers. But economic pressure has worked on other social issues. In March 2016, North Carolina passed a “bathroom bill,” aimed at barring transgender people from using the restroom of their choice. Numerous corporate entities announced they would not do business in the state, including Lionsgate Entertainment. Bruce Springsteen followed suit by canceling a planned concert, and the National Collegiate Athletic Assn. announced it would not hold championship sports events in the state. North Carolina was projected to lose $3.7 billion over 12 years as a result. The law was partially repealed in 2017.

Also in March 2016, the Georgia Legislature approved a “religious freedom” bill that would have made it easier to discriminate against gay people. Disney and Marvel threatened to back out of the state if the bill became law, and Gov. Nathan Deal vetoed it. In 2018, Georgia lawmakers proposed a bill to allow adoption agencies to refuse to place children with gay couples. Hollywood figures again threatened to boycott the state, and the bill did not reach the governor’s desk.

Caren Spruch, Planned Parenthood’s arts and entertainment director, encouraged Hollywood figures to share their abortion stories. “We will do whatever it takes to stop these dangerous bans so that our patients can continue to access the care they need,” she says. “We encourage more people to speak out against these dangerous abortion bans, share their stories and hold politicians accountable for taking away our health and rights.”

Hollywood has been tracking the progress of Georgia’s heartbeat bill since late March, when 40 actors delivered an open letter demanding its rejection by Kemp. The language was fiery, if not threatening to the reelection prospects of the new governor, who had edged out progressive Democrat Stacey Abrams just a few weeks earlier.
“We can’t imagine being elected officials who have to say to their constituents, ‘I enacted a law that was so evil, it chased billions of dollars from our state’s economy,’” read the letter, signed by Amy Schumer, Sean Penn, Gabrielle Union, Mia Farrow, and Laverne Cox.

“It’s not the most effective campaign slogan, but rest assured we’ll make it yours should it come to pass,” the note concluded.
Pro-life leaders denounce Netflix’s threat to boycott Georgia over pro-life law
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/pro-life-leaders-denounce-netflixs-threat-to-boycott-georgia-over-pro-life-law 
By Calvin Freiburger, May 30, 2019
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Netflix has become the latest, and arguably the biggest, entertainment name threatening to boycott Georgia over its recently-enacted heartbeat law, provoking several pro-lifers to threaten their own boycott of the streaming service.
House Bill 481 forbids abortions once a fetal heartbeat can be detected except in cases of rape, incest, physical medical emergencies, and pregnancies deemed “medically futile.” 
If allowed to take effect, it will ban abortions in all other cases as early as six weeks into a pregnancy starting in January 2020. Republican Gov. Brian Kemp signed it into law earlier this month, declaring Georgia a “state that values life” and “stand(s) up for those who are unable to speak for themselves."

The film industry generates substantial jobs and revenue for the Peach State, leading dozens of other celebrities to threaten to boycott to punish Georgians for enacting it. A handful of smaller studios have announced they’re refusing to film in Georgia, while prominent creators J.J. Abrams and Jordan Peele have said they’ll donate profits from an upcoming project in Georgia to pro-abortion organizations. Director Ron Howard has also threatened to boycott if the law survives a legal challenge.
On Tuesday, Netflix chief content officer Ted Sarandos told Fox News that if the heartbeat law was to take effect, “we’d rethink our entire investment in Georgia,” and in the meantime “will work with the ACLU and others to fight it in court.” Numerous pro-life leaders, activists, and commenters have spoken out in response.

“Whatever happened to the tolerant left? Is there no room for people who peacefully and respectfully voice their opposition to the loss of nearly one million innocent lives each year?” Focus on the Family president Jim Daly asked in a statement to LifeSiteNews. “When it comes to Netflix’s threat to boycott our friends in Georgia, the company’s tagline – ‘See What’s Next’ – seems to work both ways. To the company’s executives: Go ahead and turn your back on the good, decent and hardworking people of the Peach State – and we’ll see what’s next for a company that relies on the hard earned income of those of us who believe every life is precious and deserving of protection under law.”

“Quite frankly, I see this as more bluster from business just as we saw in North Carolina — all the companies threatening to pull out. Look, bottom line is they're in it for the money," Family Research Council president Tony Perkins said Tuesday on his radio show. “If you still have a subscription to Netflix – I got rid of mine because the content is becoming increasingly objectionable; that's beyond their conduct as a business – contact them."

“I think that Georgians and pro-life advocates canceling their Netflix subscriptions can do Netflix far more harm than Netflix boycotting Georgia,” Iowa pro-family activist Shane Vander Hart wrote. “I don’t care if a company is neutral on an issue I care about, but I do care when they work against me.”

Many pro-lifers, including the Personhood Alliance, Radiance Foundation founder Ryan Bomberger, and American Principles Project government affairs director Jon Schweppe, have taken to Twitter to announce they’re canceling their subscriptions and/or urging others to do the same:
[…]
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“We have gone from citizens boycotting corporations to corporations boycotting the citizenry,” First Things senior editor Matthew Schmitz observed: […]
LifeSiteNews’ Joe Bissonnette noted that while “corporate boycotting may seem vanishingly insignificant against a behemoth like Netflix,” the “pursuit of market share is so fine-tuned that corporations do pay attention to the butterfly effect;” and that Christians and other pro-family viewers already had abundant reasons to drop the service over amoral and sexualized content.
Most of Hollywood’s biggest studios are holding their fire, at least for the moment. The Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA), which represents Disney, Warner Bros., Paramount, Sony, Universal, and Netflix, has said only that it will “continue to monitor developments.” Comedian Tyler Perry, who has a 330-acre studio in Atlanta, has declined to comment because, according to a Hollywood Reporter source, “he likes to stay way below the radar."

The Washington Post noted that the most recent fiscal year enjoyed $2.7 billion in direct spending on the filming of Hollywood blockbusters such as the Marvel Studios films and popular series such as The Walking Dead. Georgia is particularly lucrative to filmmakers thanks to the substantial tax credits it offers. State pro-life leaders are remaining defiant. U.S. Sen. David Perdue (R-Georgia) emphasized that despite Hollywood’s threats, the Peach State has once again been “rated for the sixth year in the row as the best state in the country in which to do business” by the trade publication Site Selection. “We’re elected to do what’s right – and standing up for precious life is always the right thing to do,” Gov. Kemp said. “We are the party of freedom and opportunity. We value and protect innocent life — even though that makes C-list celebrities squawk.”

Pro-lifers can cancel their Netflix subscriptions by clicking here.
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PETITION: 'Dump Netflix' over their attack on unborn babies

https://lifepetitions.com/petition/call-to-dump-netflix-subscriptions-over-their-attack-on-the-pro-life-movement? 
The pro-life movement is unified in its revulsion over Netflix's decision to "work with the ACLU" to fight against Georgia's newly-signed Heartbeat Law.
LifeSite is now encouraging our supporters - and, anyone who cares about the pro-life cause - to 'Dump Netflix'...and cancel your current Netflix subscription.
If you don't currently have a Netflix subscription, you can also sign this petition. It simply states that, until the company reverses this decision, you will not subscribe to their services.

Make no mistake: Netflix declared war on unborn babies and on the pro-life movement when their Chief Content Officer, Ted Sarandos, told Fox News that if the heartbeat law was to take effect, “we’d rethink our entire investment in Georgia,” and in the meantime “will work with the ACLU and others to fight it in court.”

Those are fighting words, and as pro-lifers, we simply cannot continue to support huge corporations, like Netflix, which use monies gained from their clients' subscriptions, to defend and promote abortion...to work (lock, stock and barrel) against the unborn and the pro-life movement.

Iowa pro-family activist Shane Vander Hart summed it up perfectly when he said: “I don’t care if a company is neutral on an issue I care about, but I do care when they work against me.”
Thankfully, this is the attitude which the entire pro-life movement has adopted on Netflix's pro-abortion stance.

And, this is why it is now imperative that we 'Dump Netflix' and CANCEL our subscriptions.
Please SIGN and SHARE this urgent petition right away.

NB: Signing this petition will NOT automatically unsubscribe you from Netflix. It only declares your intention to do so, and this petition will be sent to Netflix's Chief Content Officer, Ted Sarandos - the same man who said the company would work with the ACLU.

NBNB: After you decide to SIGN the petition, you will receive a 'thank you' email, with a link to the unsubscribe page on the Netflix website. You can then unsubscribe if you wish, or do so at a later time, if and when it suits you.

NBNBNB: If you don't currently have a Netflix subscription, you can also sign this petition. It simply states that, until the company reverses this decision, you will not subscribe to their services.
Pro-lifers call for boycott of Netflix over abortion support
https://catholicherald.co.uk/news/2019/06/05/pro-lifers-call-for-boycott-of-netflix-over-abortion-support/
By Aaron Benavides, June 5, 2019

Pro-life organizations are calling for a boycott of Netflix after the media company announced its opposition to Georgia’s ‘heartbeat law.’

Ted Sarandos, the Chief Content Officer of Netflix, told an Atlanta news station that Netflix would rethink its business in Georgia and support attempts to strike down the legislation, which bans abortion at the time a fetal heartbeat is detected, often six weeks into pregnancy.

Sarandos said in a statement, “We have many women working on productions in Georgia, whose rights, along with millions of others, will be severely restricted by this law. It’s why we will work with the ACLU and others to fight it in court. Given the legislation has not yet been implemented, we’ll continue to film there, while also supporting partners and artists who choose not to. Should it ever come into effect, we’d rethink our entire investment in Georgia.”

In response, several petitions online have gathered thousands of signatures to boycott Netflix.

In the United Kingdom, over 7,500 have signed a petition circulated by Right to Life UK encouraging people to cancel their Netflix subscriptions and a similar petition in the US has nearly 25,000 signatures.

Clare McCarthy, the spokesperson of Right to Life UK said, “I, along with many others, have cancelled my Netflix subscription today. I cannot support a company that I know is actively trying to promote abortion.”

In Georgia, pro-life advocates have taken similar stances. Carolyn Garcia said, “Georgia has pro-life values, conservative values. We don’t want Hollywood values taking control.”

Although it is not the only state in the US considering abortion restrictions, Georgia is facing particular backlash from the entertainment industry as a state where many productions are filmed due to its lucrative tax incentives.

Georgia’s bill does make exceptions in cases of incest, rape, and when the mother’s health is at stake, but it is also unique in that it grants citizenship to the fetus and the possibility of child support to the mother before birth.
Although Georgia’s law and others are likely to be challenged as a direct affront to the US Supreme Court’s 1973 landmark decision in Roe v. Wade legalizing abortion, several other US states have enacted or are pursuing similar laws in hopes of ultimately having the courts outlaw abortion in the US. Speaking about the controversial bill slated to go into effect in January 2020, Georgia Governor Brian Kemp said, “I realize that some may challenge it in a court of law, but our job is to do what is right, not what is easy… we’re called to be strong and courageous. We will not back down. We will always continue to fight for life.”
