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MICHAEL PRABHU, DECEMBER 12, 2019
Netflix streams blasphemous ‘Christmas’ video depicting gay Jesus, adulterous Virgin Mary
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/netflix-streams-blasphemous-christmas-video-depicting-gay-jesus-adulterous-virgin-mary
Martin M. Barillas, Sao Paolo, Brazil, December 12, 2019
Netflix has released a blasphemous “Christmas special” movie that depicts Jesus as a homosexual and the Virgin Mary as an adulterer, prompting more than one million people to sign a petition to have the film removed from the popular streaming service. 
A Primeira Tentação de Cristo, or The First Temptation of Christ, is a production of the Porta dos Fundos comedy troupe from Brazil. In the supposed parody, Jesus is shown bringing home a homosexual lover to meet Mary and Joseph. 

On social media, Netflix proclaimed: “Jesus, who's hitting the big 3-0, brings a surprise guest to meet the family. A Christmas special so wrong, it must be from comedians Porta dos Fundos." Translated, Porta dos Fundos means “back door.”
More than one million people have signed a petition at Change.org demanding that the “gravely offensive” video be removed from the online streaming service. Politicians and public figures have denounced the video and Porta dos Fundos. Famed Brazilian actor and director Carlos Vereza, for example, wrote on Facebook that the troupe of satirists is "pitiful" for creating "trash-porn movies." 

Also on social media, evangelical Christian pastor and politician Marco Feliciano deplored that courts have ruled against banning Porta dos Fundos productions for the sake of “freedom of expression." The outspoken Feliciano is seeking "joint action by the churches and good people to stop" the group.

An organization that brings together dozens of evangelical Christian communities in Brazil, Coalizão pelo Evangelho, or the Coalition of the Gospel, has also denounced the video. On the organization’s website, Pastor Joel Theodoro of Bairro Imperial Presbyterian Church in Rio de Janeiro wrote that he has canceled his Netflix subscription because the video constitutes a "humiliation to the Lord.” 

At the same, website Pastor Thiago Guerra of Trinity Church in Sao Paulo wrote that Brazil’s Penal Code calls for fines or imprisonment for those who publicly mock anyone on the basis of religious belief or publicly vilify an act or object of religious worship.

Netflix told O Estado de S. Paulo newspaper that it "values and approves the creative freedom of the artists it works with, and also recognizes that not everyone will enjoy this content. Hence the freedom of choice offered by the company in its varied menu of options, which include, for example, Biblical stories."

Last year, Porta dos Fundos released a parody of Hollywood’s The Hangover film. In the Brazilian version on Netflix, Jesus’s disciples wake up with hangovers on the morning after the Last Supper and wonder where the Messiah has gone. On social media, historian Murilo Cleto wrote that the troupe’s 2018 special portrays Jesus as a “sadistic, homicidal, hedonistic drunkard who hated to pray and no one heeded. Now that he’s harmless and gay, the world has fallen. It’s atrophying the brain.” The 2018 special won an International Emmy award for best comedy. 

There are 120 million people in Brazil who identify as Catholic, and there is a growing community of evangelical Christians. Pro-life President Jair Bolsonaro has reaffirmed Brazil’s Christian identity and has confronted the LGBTQ agenda.
Click here to contact Netflix for respectful communications.
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