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But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, [1 Timothy 4:1] NASB

Jesus warned in Scripture that storms would come. He particularly warned about those that would come at the end of time, not to be negative or to scare us, but to prepare us, so that we would not be deceived nor intimidated, nor frightened into compromising, or questioning, our faith. As Warren Smith so rightly says, when storms with the potential to kill are just offshore, reasonable people make reasonable preparations. They don't party in the face of the impending danger. They don't sit on their front porches pretending that nothing is happening. This is not a time for celebration. This is not a time for the church to be expecting some kind of a special blessing. This is a time to be sober and vigilant... to watch and pray... to be spiritually prepared... to be warning your family and friends about what is happening in the world. In the words of the apostle Peter...

Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

(1 Peter 5:8) 

Note: The words demonic or demons tend to conjure up visions of what we perceive them to look like... horns, tails, bad teeth, red eyes and pitchforks - beings that are slightly more amusing than intimidating.  However, much to the contrary, the "masters" referred to here are very powerful and highly intelligent beings, against whom our only defense is God.
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PART I - Growth, Expansion & Diversification, Celebrity Endorsements

The New Age - a multi-cultural, multi-religious spiritual and consciousness-raising movement has its roots in Eastern religions and the occult. It teaches that we are all gods capable of self-redemption and is generally is opposed to Christian 'narrow-mindedness’. Over the last several decades unnoticed by all but a very few, the New Age has gradually and stealthily gathered momentum over the face of the earth. Blended with mind/body/self-help, much of its teaching is now appealing to a far more mainstream consumer who is interested in becoming not only more spiritually aware, but healthier and more successful to boot. The New Age’s meteoric growth in popularity has been helped in no small part by the Internet and celebrity endorsements particularly by its self appointed guru - Oprah Winfrey. HERE 
Part I - Growth, Expansion & Diversification, Celebrity Endorsements

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/new_age_growth_expansion.html 
Definition
The Free Dictionary defines 'New Age' (New Age Movement or NAM) as "relating to a complex of spiritual and consciousness-raising movements originating in the 1970's and covering a range of themes from a belief in spiritualism and reincarnation to advocacy of holistic approaches to health and ecology". 
Despite its popularity, New Age philosophy is difficult to define because, although its roots lie in Eastern religions and the occult, it is not a unified system of beliefs and practices. It has no official leader or headquarters, no centralized authority, no doctrinal creed, and no membership - it is an umbrella term used to group varied practices under one simple heading. 

However, very little of it is 'new'. Much of the ideas and concepts are actually thousands of years old, regaining popularity as people grow tired of traditional Western society and its standards.

This multi-cultural, multi-religious fusion, usually rejects traditional religious doctrine and dogma, but draws inspiration from Eastern religions such as Hinduism and Buddhism, plus other ancient religious traditions such as native American spirituality. In fact, the vast majority of New Age beliefs and practices are modern (read western) re-interpretations of ancient teachings and practices. Because New Agers combine elements that appeal to them from a variety of sources, the path each one follows is both subjective and highly individualistic. Different New Age groups will focus on various aspects. For example, some are more focused on alternative healing methods, others on the environment etc. 

Note: Although the NAM is tolerant of almost any theological position, it is opposed to what is called Christian "narrow-mindedness" that teaches Jesus is the only way and that there are moral absolutes. Perhaps, the most alarming of New age teaching is that since we are all gods capable of self-redemption, we have no need of the salvation Christ offered us. 

Because everything is part of God (See Chapter 2- Evolutionary Godhood), New Agers usually show a great respect for the environment and are usually interested in ecological issues of all kinds. In fact, some believe that the Earth is a living organism called Gaia... a goddess with maternal (thus feminine) attributes. (In Greek mythology, Gaia was the primal Greek Mother Goddess; creator and giver of birth to the Earth and all the Universe). 

Note: It is unfortunately true that environmental issues receive very little attention in Christian circles. On the contrary their belief of a transcendent God who created this world should cause Christians to realize that they have a sacred responsibility to the earth and the creatures within it. See Christian Environmentalism by Dr. Ray Bohlin 
Personal Experience, Feelings, and Intuition 
Instead, because they believe that every person is a part of what makes up "god", most New Agers stress that intuition and feelings must play a primary role in our decision making.

All those who espouse New Age principles stress the importance of personal experience. The fact that something is meaningful and good for one person does not necessarily mean that it is right for another. Personal experience is a reliable point of reference. We have to experiment and find out what is good for us, "what works." Intuition and emotion take precedence over rationality. In the eyes of adherents, the major moral and religious institutions, associated with rationality and dogmatism, have failed.  As people gradually learn to achieve self-realization, they no longer need these institutions to find the truth. Because New Agers understand mind, body, and soul to be one, they believe that it is possible for people to cure emotional and physical ailments by getting in touch with their inner selves, thus achieving inner harmony... this often done through meditation, yoga etc. [01]

See The Christian and Yoga and More To Yoga Than Meets The Eye
For many in the West, yoga is simply a system of physical exercise, a means of strengthening the body, improving flexibility, or even preventing a variety of bodily ailments. But an investigation into the history and philosophy of yoga shows that, much more than a system of physical exercise for health, Yoga is an ancient path to spiritual growth. The end result of Bhakti Yoga, also called "the path of devotion" is that one "ultimately reaches the state of union or oneness with God". [02]


Spiritual 'Helps'
Additionally, in their quest for inner harmony, many New Agers use a large array of 'spiritual helps' to contact with the source of divine energy. These include Tibetan bells and bowls, Runes, Peace Poles, Talismans, Amulets, Tarot Cards, Pyramids, Pendants, Charms, Statues, Crystal Balls, Healing Crystals, Dream Catchers (often marketed as Native American Sacred Objects).  

Along the same lines, the term "New Age music" is "applied to the works of various composers and musicians who strive to create soothing audio environments rather than follow song structures". [03] This type of music, often used as an aid to meditation, is said to promote relaxation and inner harmony.  

(Note that various crystals are supposed to be able to do pretty much everything except cook your dinner. It is claimed that they can stimulate the sex drive and the third-eye, ward off psychic attack, and connect with the wisdom of your Higher Self). 

A plethora of occult New Age books and magazines cover every topic imaginable... from mind/body philosophies, to instructions on how be able to communicate with both your guardian angels and spirit guides, or improve the energy in your home with Feng Shui. Services in alternative medicine and various other New Age therapies are available almost everywhere you look. 
They range from acupressure, astrological readings, aromatherapy, drumming workshops, herbology, hypnotherapy, meditation and/or yoga classes, nutrition counseling, psychic channeling, palmistry, past life regression, reflexology, shamanism, Tai Chi classes, Tarot and Rune reading, and color therapy also called chromotherapy.  


Expansion & Diversification
There was a time when this kind of thinking and lifestyle (to say nothing of the accompanying paraphernalia) was the sole domain of the lunatic fringe. No longer!

Over the last several decades unnoticed by all but a very few, New Age beliefs and practices have gradually and stealthily gathered momentum over the face of the earth. It is currently estimated that, worldwide, there are millions of people who believe and practise one or another form of New Age principles.  In fact, it has so permeated our culture that, whether we realize it or not, virtually every single person has been exposed to the New Age. 

In fact, New Age teachings have even found their way into the prison system. The book Letters from the Dhamma Brothers by Jenny Phillips documents 

"...the profound changes experienced by inmates in the four years after completing a 10-day Vipassana meditation course taught in the Donaldson Correctional Facility in Alabama... The course has now become a regular treatment program at two Alabama prisons". [04] 

(Note: Vipassana, which means to see things as they really are, is one of India's most ancient techniques of meditation, taught by Gautama Buddha as a universal remedy for universal ills). 

Blended with mind/body/self-help, much of the New Age is now appealing to a far more mainstream consumer who is interested in becoming not only more spiritually aware, but healthier and more successful to boot. The prevalence and popularity of New Age beliefs is clearly seen in the fact that it show up in so many areas. For example, organized religions like Christian Science and Unity. 

In the secular world in the form of human potential teachings under various names -   self-help, becoming all you can be, being the master of your own destiny, positive confession, positive imaging, boosting your self-esteem etc. Motivational speakers are very much in demand while self help/motivational books is a booming industry. For example, although there is no question that Tony Robbins does much good partnering with organizations such as Feeding America, and works with a water company that provides fresh water to small villages in rural eastern India to prevent waterborne diseases, the companies he founded are reputed to earn approximately $6 billion in annual sales.

Various in between forms including Transcendental Meditation, Visualization, Channelling, Yoga, Tai Chi, Feng Shui, and some alternative health practices

However, traditional New Age concepts and writings remain popular. For example, Napoleon Hill's original formula to achievement called the "Holy Grail of success philosophy" is always available on Amazon - the overwhelming majority of readers giving the book a five star review. The Hermetica - Greco-Egyptian writings attributed to the legendary sage-god Hermes Trismegistus (Greek for thrice-greatest Hermes), also seems to sell rather well. (This is a terribly confusing and convoluted subject.)


Celebrity Endorsements
This meteoric growth in popularity has been helped in no small part by the Internet that has helped spawn this many-headed Hydra. 

Very popular shows like Dr. Oz also often endorse New Age alternative medicine and relaxation techniques. One that comes to mind featured crystal sonic therapy with Dr. Mitch Gaynor demonstrating how this ancient form of healing can help "curb cravings, improve memory, sleep better and tame migraines" [05]. While listening to different sound frequencies does have an effect on the brain, my concern is that these are Tibetan singing bowls are often touted as "Chakra meditation" - accompaniments to deep meditation or yoga etc. The sound of these bowls may not, in themselves, be harmful, but one has to remember that they were originally used in religious ceremonies in Tibet, China, Japan and Vietnam. The pre-Buddhism shamans in Tibet used them to invoke benevolent spirits for healing, plentiful harvests and to disperse negative energies. 

Oprah Winfrey: 
However, much of the popularity of New Age topics can be laid squarely at the door of the self styled guru of the New Age-Oprah Winfrey, whose influence on the genre can hardly be understated. For example, when she announced she had purchased 1,000 copies of her Marianne Williamson's book, Return to Love, the publisher is said to have received over 200,000 orders by the end of the day. Deepak Chopra’s book sold 130,000 copies the day Oprah promoted it on her show. [06]

As her show progressed, Oprah gradually began to feature more and more new age guests such as 

Shirley MacLaine - who in the 80's chronicled her conversion to New Age thought in several best-selling autobiographies and multiple media appearances, which helped bring the New Age perspective into the limelight" [07] 

Eric Butterworth - As far back as 1987 Oprah Winfrey endorsed Unity minister Eric Butterworth’s book Discovering the Power Within You, reiterating his view that "Jesus did not come to teach how divine he was, but came to teach us that there is divinity within us'. Butterworth's book is dedicated to Charles and Myrtle Fillmore - foreword written by Maya Angelou. 

Marianne Williamson author of A Return to Love: Reflections on the Principles of A Course in Miracles. In 2008, Marianne Williamson began teaching the 365 lessons from the New Age Bible, A Course in Miracles, on Oprah's XM Satellite Radio.
Page 147 of the Course Text teaches that we are "God": "The recognition of God is the recognition of yourself." See A Return to Love and A Course in Miracles
Rhonda Byrne - whose book 'The Secret' can be summarized by the statement 'thoughts become things.' Page 164 states: "You are God in a physical body. You are Spirit in the flesh" See The Secret
Deepak Chopra - widely recognized as one of the world's foremost authorities on the ancient Indian science of Ayurveda -a system whose guiding principle is that the mind exerts the deepest influence on the body. [08] He is a prominent figure in the New Age movement. 

Dannion Brinkley and Betty Eadie - both authors of several books on near-death experiences.

Marilyn Ferguson - best known for her 1980 book The Aquarian Conspiracy that literally became the bible of the New Age movement

Kevin Ryerson - a trance channeller See Channeling 
Sara Breathnach called "the Martha Stewart of the soul" by Time Magazine, 

James Van Praagh - clairvoyant and spiritual medium 

Gary Zukar a 'spiritual teacher' has appeared more than 30 times on Oprah's Show to discuss transformation in human consciousness etc. 

Eckhart Tolle: Oprah also launched an online course with metaphysical teacher Eckhart Tolle that was based on his book The New Earth: Awakening to Your Soul's Purpose. 

Jack Canfield co-author of the Chicken Soup book series appeared on the Oprah show in December 2015. 

Note: To date the Chicken Soup book series have sold "well over 100 million books" in the U.S. and Canada alone". [09] Although the books contain a great deal of common sense, Christians should be aware that they are also steeped in a spirituality completely opposed to biblical Christianity. Canfield promotes meditation, centering, mandalas (psychic pictures), yoga, and spirit guides. He once wrote "As we flew home on Cathay Pacific Airlines I began to think to myself, "We are all like the clay Buddha covered with a shell of hardness created out of fear, and yet underneath each of us is a 'golden Buddha,' a 'golden Christ' or a 'golden essence,' which is our real self." [10]

The promotion of those beliefs are blatant examples of Canfield's New Age world view, but his focus on "self-esteem" is more subtle and, therefore, more insidious. See Chicken Soup For The Soul

Two Central Concepts
However, in spite of the diversity of emphases and practices, two central concepts form the basis of the New Age movement - Evolutionary Godhood and Global Unity.
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PART II - Evolutionary Godhood 

‘Evolutionary Godhood’ is the first of two main doctrines that drives the New Age machine. Many New Agers believe that although every individual is part of the divine, man's problems and difficulties stem from the fact that he is 'unenlightened', i.e. he is completely unaware of his own divinity or has just not experienced it. Therefore, what he needs, perhaps more than anything else, is to raise his level of consciousness because, the higher a person's level of consciousness and the more inner harmony they can achieve, the closer they are to enlightenment. So one has to ask whether this generation of "spiritual people" focused on themselves and willing to trade their soul for whatever makes them happier and more successful are indulging in narcissistic spiritual entertainment, or are they clueless victims of an ancient con. HERE 

Part II - Evolutionary Godhood. Playing right into the hands of nefarious beings that are anything but benevolent
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/new_age_evolutionary_godhood.html 

Evolutionary Godhood is the first of two main doctrines that drives the New Age machine.
Perhaps the most common factor in New Age beliefs is that human beings, the Earth, and everything that grows and lives on it - in fact, the universe itself - are all part of one nonphysical primordial energy called "god". Therefore, everyone and everything in the universe can be identified with the Divine. In other words, god is immanent - present in every person and thing. 

Ernest Holmes, founder of the worldwide Religious Science Movement wrote The Science of Mind, sometimes called as one of the greatest New Thought books ever written (See New Thought Below). In it he tells us that Divinity is hidden in the "Innermost Nature Of Man Himself" 

There is an interesting myth in regard to the creating of man which may serve to point out this fact. It is said that when the gods decided to make man, and make him a Divine Being, they held a long discussion as to where would be the best place to hide his Divinity... it was finally agreed that the best place to hide man's Divinity would be in the innermost nature of man himself - this being the last place he would look to find it!... Of course, this is a fable, but how clearly it sets forth the reality of the case! The word is really in our own mouths, and every time we say "I am" we are repeating it; for "I am is the secret of nature and the emblem of Eternity. [11]

In the prologue of his book Discover the Power Within You Eric Butterworth, considered a legend and spiritual icon in the Unity Movement, added to the legend saying that "Two thousand years ago a man named Jesus found it and shared its secret; but in the movement that sprang up in His name, the Divinity in Man has been the best kept secret of the ages."

Here is some of what popular New Age teacher and author, Neale Donald Walsch says in his trilogy - Conversations with God
"Do you want your life to truly "take off"? Then change your idea about it. About you. Think, speak, and act as the God You Are" (11a)

I have produced an environment in which you may choose to be God, rather than simply be told that you are God; in which you may experience God​head as an act of creation, rather than a conceptualization; in which the little candle in the sun - the littlest soul-can know itself as the light. (11b)

All that is required is to know this. For you are the creator of your reality, and life can show up no other way for you than that way in which you think it will. You think it into being. This is the first step in creation. God the Father is thought. Your thought is the parent which gives birth to all things. (11c) 

 "You are already a God. You simply do not know it. Have I not said, "Ye are Gods"?" (11d) 

 "Trust God. Or if you wish, trust yourself, for Thou Art God." (11e)

Many New Agers further believe that although every individual is part of the divine, man's problems and difficulties stem from the fact that he is 'unenlightened', i.e. he is completely unaware of his own divinity or has just not experienced it. Therefore, what he needs, perhaps more than anything else, is to raise his level of consciousness because the higher a person's level of consciousness and the more inner harmony they can achieve... the closer they are to enlightenment. 

It is little wonder then, that the basic goal of most New Agers is to raise their level of consciousness by whatever methods appeals to, and works for, them.

This plays right into the hands of a large branch of the New Age movement that believes that the utopian age will only come about under the leadership and guidance of a world leader/teacher who can only make his appearance when conditions are right. That is - the consciousness or spirituality of humanity as a whole has been raised to a sufficient level


We Are All Christs 
In a slight variation of vocabulary, many New Ager leaders teach that we are Christ, have a Christ nature, a Christ within, or a Christ essence, to demonstrate that we are divine.  

In you, as in each human being, there is a dimension of consciousness far deeper than thought. It is the very essence of who you are. We may call it presence, awareness, the unconditioned consciousness. In the ancient teachings, it is the Christ within, or your Buddha nature." [12]

"Don't get attached to any one word. You can substitute 'Christ' for presence, if that is more meaningful to you. Christ is your God-essence or Self, as it is sometimes called in the East. The only difference between Christ and presence is that Christ refers to your indwelling divinity regardless of whether you are conscious of it or not, whereas presence means your awakened divinity or God-essence." [13]

At this point I have to interject with – a question that I have asked before: 
What makes people think they are unrealized gods? As far as I can see they are subject to the same foibles and failures as the rest of us, the same needs and desires, even the same diseases. I am reasonably sure they bleed the same color, and can be killed by the same well placed bullet that would fell the rest of us. 

So what exactly is it that makes anyone a god? 

Can they fly, read thoughts, travel to distant planets, create something out of nothing, lay an egg? 

The words are all very well, but who can actually tell me what it is like to become one with God. Will I be able to think, feel etc. or do I simply cease to exist? The latter not being very appealing since I am a living breathing human being, who eats and sleeps, laughs and cries. Additionally, since there are a great many things I thoroughly enjoy... good food, summer rain, long walks etc. why in the world would a cessation of all desire be in the slightest bit appealing? 

It is hard to escape from the gnawing suspicion that, provided it is wrapped up in unintelligible jargon/fancy phrases, any amount of horse manure can be passed on as 'truth’ and that  no one can envision or describe ‘being god’ in any practical terms whatsoever. 
I guess some of the appeal of New Age thinking is that it is "high on individual liberty and low on individual responsibility" [14], and certainly not a tenth as inconvenient and bothersome as Christianity. An impersonal god that doesn't make demands of us is vastly appealing. We can have our dose of "spirituality" from three to five in the afternoon and the rest of the time is ours. Our impersonal 'god' would not dream of cramping our style on a Saturday night. 

Also See What Various Religions Tell Us About The Afterlife 
New Thought
We know that a positive attitude is a key factor in effective stress management which is associated with many health benefits. This is not exactly what is touted by New Age proponents. 

Because New Age spirituality seeks the attainment of the highest individual human potential it is, more often than not, strongly influenced by New Thought - the basis of most of the formulas for happy and successful living. Reduced to its essentials, New Thought very simply teaches that your thoughts play a crucial role in the kind of life you experience. 

Rather than focusing on the positive, practitioners endeavor to take control of the events in their lives through the power of positive thinking or by visualization. They use concentration and directed imagery to achieve particular goals, be they physical, psychological, spiritual, or a combination thereof. 

For example, Henry Ford was reputed to have said "If you think you can do a thing or think you can't do a thing, you're right". (Note: this quote has also been attributed to other people, including Norman Vincent Peale the father of positive thinking. See Norman Vincent Peale
In other words, the human mind has the ability to transform negative situations into positive ones, or create therefore everyone can, without outside assistance, find happiness, and prosperity. See Visualization

Narcissistic Spiritual Entertainment
The planet today is ridiculously out of balance... dedication to self being the hallmark of the current era. 

Most of us are obsessed with our appearance and define ourselves by how we look, what we wear, and what we own rather than who we are. Owning or wearing recognized (and preferably expensive) name brands sends out a message of achievement and bolsters our egos and sense of self worth. This has led to an unending pursuit of material goods, especially those with perceived status-symbolism appeal. 

Or we have become totally wrapped up in what we call "self improvement"... personal development, personal enlightenment, personal achievement, etc.  In fact, the entire New Age belief system is extremely narcissistic and self centered. Everything revolves around "me".

Which makes me wonder how much of the current absorption with the 'spiritual' is also part of the never ending quest to find something new and stimulating that, however temporarily, takes us on diverting 'highs' that lift us from the commonplace, the mundane, and the boring. 

It certainly helps that New Age topics are considered very much the 'in thing'. The more you can jabber on about Chakras, Aromatherapy, Energy Healing, Reflexology, Reiki, Visualization, the Gaia hypothesis, Tibetan singing bowls, the latest in Yoga trends (to say nothing of the latest yoga attire) etc. the more knowledgeable, informed, and 'spiritual' you appear to be. And who, in this day and age, doesn't want to be those things? 

We have apparently forgotten that, historically, those that pursued 'wisdom' and 'enlightenment', shunned materialism and financial gain. They were ascetics who usually retired from the world. We have taken the spirituality of other cultures and turned their ideology and practices into something trendy. This statement made by Kobutsu Malone hits the nail on the head...

There is no escape in the New Age, it is a mere product of the culture of materialism, a fantasy woven to cater to our neurotic obsession with ourselves and our personal angst. New Age is for those who have money, idle time and nothing better to do. Check it out -- How many poor people struggling to put food on their tables, living lives far more uncomfortable that our own are in the New Age stores seeking answers to their problems? [15]

With little regard to the deeper issues behind them, terms and practices that were previously both obscure and esoteric now roll off people's tongues, and find a prominent place in people's daily routines. For example, ads and online courses for awakening one's kundalini abound, but there seems to be little, if any, awareness of the extreme danger posed by doing so. Details 
In our typically Western way, we are rushing in where angels fear to tread and this has played right into the hands of nefarious beings that are anything but benevolent. 

A generation of "spiritual people" focused on themselves, and willing to trade their soul for whatever makes them happier and more successful is exactly what is necessary for the appearance of Antichrist.

Or An Ancient Con
The rather wide spread belief in the "divinity of man" has it's origins in one or two sources... the sub continent of India and/or channeled works (straight from the horses mouth). For example, the following is said about Ralph Waldo Emerson, the forerunner of the New Thought Movement

When the "Bhagavad Gita" fell into his hands he experienced far greater pleasure than is known to the gold seeker, who suddenly after long and weary searching, comes upon a rich lode. The "Bhagavad Gita" appealed to Emerson with compelling power. In Emerson's writings the metaphysical thought of India, Greece, and modern transcendentalism were fused. [16] 

While a mere drop in the ocean, several instances of the belief in the divinity of man, prevalent in and taught by Hinduism are in Footnote I
Repackaged with glossy new covers and modern terminology the teachings remain the same. Teachings which have reverberated up and down the corridors of time for centuries, always with the same bottom line ... You are God. 

One or another variant of that ancient theme is not only a prominent feature of the New Age movement, but a common thread among many religions, including Buddhism, Hinduism, Mormonism etc. Either they teach that you will be god, will be as god, can get in touch with the divine, become one with the divine, recognize the divine within yourself, or some other slight variation. 

These teachings considered "spiritual" in today's day and age are nothing but the ancient con... "ye shall be as gods", which Satan has been feeding man ever since he showed up with a snow job in the garden. 

Nothing has changed in the last 6000 years... Satan still spouts the same line, and man still falls for it - hook, line, and sinker. 

Note: The myriad of so called gods and goddesses worshipped in India are nothing but demonic beings. In many cases this should be quite evident by their faces and/or the statues that characterize them. For example, Kali the destroyer has a garland of skulls around her neck and drinks human blood. Similarly, although they are sometimes portrayed differently - Zeus, Amun-Ra, Demeter, and Isis, were simply the classical names attributed to specific fallen spirits. 

In other words, Apollo was a real personality; Osiris was a genuine underworld fiend; Hecate actually lived, and still does! 

See The New Age & Devil Worship
And Idol Worship... The Spirits Behind The Idols. 
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Footnote I - Human "Divinity" in Hinduism: 
From Sri Chinmoy, Indian spiritual teacher and philosopher who spent twenty years in spiritual practice at the Sri Aurobindo Ashram in South India before emigrating to the U.S. in 1964... (Emphasis Added)

"...man has to learn that he has only one thing to do, and that is to discover and uncover. He has to discover the Divinity within, and uncover the veil of ignorance without. Likewise, man has only one thing to be: God. He has to be God the Infinite, God the Eternal and God the Immortal". 

Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, who brought Transcendental Meditation (TM) to the West in 1959 appealed to Psalm 46:10 to support his teaching that "God-realization" is the answer to suffering

"Christ said, 'Be still and know that I am God.’ Be still and know that you are God and when you know that you are God you will begin to live Godhood, and living Godhood there is no reason to suffer.” [a]

 Sathya Sai Baba says in Man's Divine Destiny that it is to remind man of the "grievous error" of failing to realize his own true nature, that the 18th chapter of the Gita (verse 61) declares. [Emphasis Added]

"Easwarah-sarvabhoothaanam hriddeseh Arjuna thishtathi" (The Lord resides, oh Arjuna, in the heart region of all beings) and went on to adjure in the 62nd sloka: "Thamevasaranam gachcha sarvabhaavena Bhaarata" (Take refuge in Him alone with all thy heart, oh Bhaarata). This means that if the Lord dwells in the heart of all beings, He must be residing in Arjuna's heart also! Hence the injunction, "Thameva saranam gachcha" means: "Seek refuge in yourself". [b]. 

And from the introduction to the book Sri Swami Samarth Maharaj of Akkalkot by N.S. Karandikar

"Man is an aspect of god Himself in essence. Utilizing the faculty of discrimination man has to discover and become aware of his inner divinity; he has to manifest it in his thought into a superman and into the image of god himself". [c]


[a] Maharishi Mahesh Yogi, Meditations of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi (New York: Bantam, 1973) 178. As quoted in Be Still and Observe the Text by: Steve Bright. http://www.equip.org/article/be-still-and-observe-the-text/
[b] Man's Divine Destiny. www.sssbpt.info/ssspeaks/volume21/sss21-03.pdf  

[c] Excerpt from N.S. Karandikar's Sri Swami Samarth Maharaj of Akkalkot. Paperback (Edition: 2007) Sterling Publishers
http://www.exoticindiaart.com/book/details/IDK654/ 
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PART III - Global Unity 

Global Unity is the second of the two main doctrines that drives the New Age machine. It refers to the belief that when humanity collectively accepts and experiences itself as being divine, we will not only save ourselves, we will save our world and enter the Age of Aquarius. However, a large section of the New Age movement contends that this utopian age will only come about under the leadership and guidance of a world leader/teacher who will soon emerge on the world's stage and, by teaching us to live at peace and unity with each other, will save the world from sliding into chaos - thus ushering in the "New Age". However, the Scriptures already warned us about this person.
2000+ Year-Old Scriptural Warnings

The Antichrist Not A "Messiah"

Christ's Warning About False Christs

As It Was In The Days of Noah. HERE
PART III - Global Unity, the Ultimate Goal

The second of the two main doctrines that drives the New Age machine
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/new_age_global_unity.html 
Global Unity is the second of the two main doctrines that drives the New Age machine. It means that when humanity collectively accepts and experiences itself as being divine, we will not only save ourselves, we will save our world and enter the Age of Aquarius. 

The Coming Age of Aquarius 
Astrological Ages
The zodiac or a wheel of twelve signs mirrors the constellations found on the sun's path. We are perhaps most familiar with the fact that each sign represents an approximate 30 day a period of the year. However, the signs also represent what is called an 'astrological age 'or time period, each of which takes about 25,860 years to complete. When one cycle of the twelve astrological ages is completed, another cycle of twelve ages begins.

Each age is said to be strongly marked by certain characteristics that many astrologers claim affects us - particularly in regard to culture, society, religion, spirituality, etc. Although there is no agreement on the exact dates of the beginning or ending, most agree that we entered the Age of Aquarius around the end of the 20th century - thus we are currently in a transitional phase from the age of Pisces with its emphasis on formal religion to the Age of Aquarius or the age of enlightenment. 

While some point out that there can also be a negative aspect, the age of Aquarius is universally believed to be - if not exactly a 2000 year 'Golden Age', certainly a long period in which people will (overall) live a happier and more peaceful existence than they do now. Mankind will be enlightened enough to avoid many of the pitfalls that so plague us today and will come together and probably even achieve world peace.

It would take someone with a few loose screws to not want such a future - Except for one very alarming problem.


And The Reappearance of The Christ 
A large section of the New Ager movement contends that the utopian age will only come about under the leadership and guidance of a world leader/teacher who will soon emerge on the world's stage and save the world from sliding into chaos by teaching us to live at peace and unity with each other - thus ushering in the "new Age"

By The Way - Christians have known that for a very, very long time that there will be a New Earth and unlike the Age philosophy tells us exactly what it will be like. See The Message of The Bible. 
He will be accompanied by his cronies (the Ascended Masters, the Brotherhood, the Masters of the Wisdom, the Hierarchy of Light etc.) who, through thousands of years of evolutionary progress and numerous reincarnations, are now said to be highly evolved spiritual beings. 

They believe that "Christ is not a person - but an office. And although Jesus of Nazareth occupied the office during His active ministry, He no longer holds the same position. Today the office is occupied by someone else who is greater than them all and who is presently in the process of establishing contact with humanity. [17] Many believe that this leader, having achieved godhood, will possess unparalleled wisdom and knowledge. 

Throughout history, when humanity has reached a major point of crisis, the Spiritual Hierarchy has sent a Teacher to show the way forward. The most well-known of these divine messengers are Krishna, Buddha, Confucius, Jesus and Mohammed. Each of their teachings gave birth to a new religion. 

Virtually every spiritual tradition now expects the return of their revered Teacher to validate the past and to carry on the teaching. Christians await the Christ; Jews, the Messiah; Muslims, the Imam Mahdi or Messiah; Buddhists, the Fifth Buddha; and Hindus, the Lord Krishna. In the esoteric tradition, one individual - the World Teacher is seen as the fulfillment of all these expectations.  [18]

Thus, one the main goals of the New Age movement has become a concerted effort to facilitate what is called "The Reappearance of The Christ". Heralded as the 'salvation of earth' or the 'new earth', this movement has gathered immense size and power along the way, and is poised to come to fruition. 

While it would be ludicrous to suggest that everyone that buys a crystal, a book on Feng Shui, or attends a Tai Chi class, endorses or is even aware of this new "world consciousness" or a one-world leader, the fact remains that many do. It is without doubt that thousands of people around the globe are actively and knowingly working towards the reappearance of the World Spiritual Teacher. 


The Global Alliance
Much More than A Few Kooks
If at this point the thought has crossed your mind that these beliefs are limited to a few 'crazies' spread across the globe, you could not be more wrong. 

An incredibly huge network of groups, trusts, foundations, clubs, religious groups etc. have become focused on making changes not only at an individual, but global level. By means of occult mediation (especially conducted on or around the full moon) and The Great Invocation, literally hundreds of organizations and hundreds of thousands of individuals, deeply committed to uplifting global consciousness as a whole, are actively working towards creating the conditions necessary for this 'world teacher' to make his appearance. Whether we are aware of it or not, all the doctrines and practices that focus on raising one's spirituality, or cause one to experience a deeper spiritual reality, are each doing their bit towards elevating 'global consciousness', and is contributing to the success of this enormous "plan". 

And this 'plan' has reached the upper echelons of society, politics and influential organizations. For example, Steve Rother, president of Lightworkers, who "channels the loving entities simply known as the Group" has presented the material from the group five times at the United Nations. [19]

In fact, it is perhaps at the United Nations that the infernal influence of the New Age is the most ominous. In fact it would not be a stretch to say that the UN is neck deep) in the mire of the most insidious evil ever. Influential powers at this supposedly secular organization are now openly paving the way for the Antichrist.  

See The Global Alliance
- that should suffice to give the reader an inkling of the magnitude of the great darkness that is sweeping the world.  


Lucis Trust formerly Lucifer Publishing Co, founded in the 1920s by Alice Bailey, enjoys "Consultative Status" with the United Nations...

The World Goodwill group, founded in 1932, is particularly important among Lucis Trust's activities, as it has been recognized by the United Nations as a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO), and is represented at regular briefing sessions at the United Nations in New York and Geneva. Lucis Trust is therefore a member of the UN Economic and Social Council. (Wikipedia)

The Lucis Trust has not only spawned several other organization... the Arcane School, Triangles, World Goodwill, Lucis Publishing, Lucis Productions, Lucis Trust Libraries, the New Group of World Servers, but also maintain the UN meditation room. And the purpose of these groups? At their core ALL of them exist for one purpose. As Alice Bailey put it... (capitalization in original)

"the helping of the Great Ones and the rendering to Them of that intelligent assistance which will make Their plans for humanity materialize." [20]


The Aquarian Age Community 
Also disturbing is that the fact that the Aquarian Age Community is promoting the reappearance of this world leader from within the United Nations headquarters. A page on meditation on the Aquarian Age Community site posts the meditation schedule for 2009, which will take place in the United Nations Meditation Room and is open to the public and which correspond with the Full Moon phases for 2009, which as Alice Bailey taught, are especially fruitful times for spiritual work because an abundance of spiritual energy is available. 

So, on the days of the full moon, people are meditating and reciting the Great Invocation in the UN meditation room, under the wing of the AAC, an organization that is actively preparing the way for the reappearance of the World Teacher "that Great Being Whom the Christian calls the Christ; He is known also in the Orient as the Bodhisattva, and as the Lord Maitreya... [21]

See Alice Bailey and The Lucis Trust and The United Nations
 

2000+ Year Old Scriptural Warnings
A "Messiah" or The Antichrist?
Q. But, can any of this be verified by the Scriptures?

A. The answer to which question is a resounding Yes! 

We could have dismissed much of these beliefs and teachings as the ranting of people more than slightly touched in the head if it were not for the fact that the Scriptures pretty much back up most of what the occultists say. Except, of course that the Bible is very clear that this world teacher (who is undoubtedly already on this earth, but has not yet risen to prominence) is not a savior or Messiah, but the antichrist. 

Long, long before any human even dreamed of a coming 'world teacher', the Bible warned us that in the last days, just such a man would show up on the world stage. Both Jesus and Paul spoke of a man who would dominate much of the world and whose very presence would herald the end of the age.

See The End of The Age 
The coming Kingdom of God which Jesus said He was sent to proclaim is no pie in the sky ethereal place 'somewhere out there', but matches, in every respect, the world most men and women would choose to live in... a place of peace and safety, where there is no crime, hunger and disease, no war and, above all, no death. (See What and Where is Heaven below) However, no unrighteous, evil, unmerciful, murderous, arrogant, malicious, greedy or deceitful person will ever be a part of His eternal Kingdom. Which means, He has to first 'clean house'. 

However the Bible paints a very different picture of this coming 'world teacher', calling him a "man of sin" or, as mentioned in 2 Thessalonians 2, a "son of perdition", who will pretend to be god. 

Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God. Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things? (2 Thessalonians 2:3-5 NASB)

This world leader is also referred to in the Old Testament book of Daniel as "the little horn" that overpowers Christians... Please note that the Bible refers to believers as 'saints'. According to Baker's Evangelical Dictionary, 'saint' is derived from a Greek verb (hagiazo) whose basic meaning is "to set apart", "sanctify" or "make holy." See What is Holiness?
While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts... I kept looking, and that horn was waging war with the saints and overpowering them (Daniel 7:8, 21 NASB)

The same events are referred to in similar language in Revelation 13. (If this man is given "authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation", he is obviously some kind of world leader).

There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him. And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him. All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. (Revelation 13:5-8 NASB)

Benjamin Creme endeavors to refute the claim that this 'world leader" will be the anti-christ claiming that three groups (Hitler and Nazi Germany, Japanese militarists in Japan, and Mussolini's people in Italy) "embodied the energy we call the anti-christ". [22] 

However, the axis powers of WWII did not wage war with the saints, did not have authority over 'every tribe and people and tongue and nation", and were not worshipped by all who dwell on earth. Creme's version of the antichrist being an energy is little but more than more baloney]. 

Yet another warning issued by the Father is particularly relevant to the New Age…

The Warning About False Christs
The New Age teaching that we are all "Christ" is very much part of the very deception the real Christ warned would precede His coming and the coming of His Kingdom. 

Note: this is just one more bit of evidence of the Divine inspiration of the Bible. 

If everyone is 'Christ', it makes no sense for Jesus to warn of false 'Christs'. In fact, if we are all 'Christ' there cannot even be false 'Christs'.

And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it that no one misleads you. "For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many. (Matthew 24:4-5 NASB)

"Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and they shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth; behold, he is in the secret chambers; believe it not." (Matthew 24:23-26)

Many will come in My name, saying, 'I am He!' and will mislead many. (Mark 13:6 NASB)

Also See The Anointing
Regarding the last of the three quotes above, some Scriptural versions say "I am Christ" - others say "I am He". However, neither the words Christ nor He were in the original texts, but added later possibly for clarification. Although the additions do not change the meaning, the text actually reads "Many shall come in My name saying I AM". This is exactly what thousands in the New Age Movement are claiming.... I AM (god).  

It is very clear that Jesus is not telling everyone to awaken to the Christ within, but to beware of those who tell you to do that – to beware of Eric Butterworth, Oprah Winfrey, Eckhart Tolle, Marianne Williamson and anyone else who teaches that we are unrealized Christs. 


As It Was In The Days of Noah
Also pay close attention to the parallels between occult literature and what God Himself has told us in His word... 
In the many years she spent communicating messages from her ectoplasmic, non-human friend Djhwal Khul (The Tibetan), Alice Bailey once wrote that the spiritual Hierarchy can "bring to an end the long silence which has persisted since Atlantean days" and "renew an ancient sharing of secrets." [23]

And "This will indicate a return to the situation which existed in Atlantean days when God Himself walked among men; He talked with them and there was no barrier between the Kingdom of men and the Kingdom of God. Divinity was then present in physical form and the Members of the spiritual Hierarchy were openly guiding and directing the affairs of humanity as far as man's innate freedom permitted. Now, in the immediate future, and on a higher turn of the spiral of life, this will again happen. The Masters will walk openly among men; the Christ will reappear in physical Presence. [24]

It should be obvious to any Christian that Bailey was talking about the days immediately preceding the Great Flood, when according to her, there was a "great war between the Lords of form and the Lords of Being", and "the Hierarchy was forced to intervene potently" by bringing "the Atlantean civilization to an abrupt end after a long period of chaos and disaster" by means "of a culminating catastrophe which wiped hundreds of thousands of human beings off the face of the earth. This historical event has been preserved for us in the universal legend of the great flood." [25]

The days immediately preceding the Great Flood were the days of Noah. Note what does the Bible say about those days. 

Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. Then the LORD said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years." The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown. (Genesis 6:1-4 NASB)

And why should this concern us? Simply because Our Lord linked these two epochs together and said that one is the parallel of the other. If we are living in the days immediately preceding the return of Jesus Christ we shall find similar conditions to the days of Noah. 

"And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: (Luke 17:26 NASB) (Also See Matthew 24:37)

One of these days the doors will be open wide enough for evil to cross the threshold, and the "masters" to walk the earth again... As it was in the days of Noah. Albeit with a different slant, Alice Bailey was only reiterating what Scripture said thousands of years ago... beings who are not human will walk the earth again. 

You can take it to the bank that they are coming back. See As It Was In The Days Of Noah 
This abominable union of the supernatural with the natural is perhaps one of the most bizarre episodes in Scripture, and was the reason that God judged the earth so severely, destroying a contaminated race. When 'the Masters' once more walk openly among us, He will do exactly the same thing... this time for keeps. 
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PART IV - New Age Beliefs Vs. What The Bible Teaches

Although the New Age Movement professes a broad-minded openness to all religions, it strenuously contradicts almost all Christian beliefs. In spite of all the evidence to the contrary, many believe the Bible has been tampered with over the centuries - the victim of innumerable additions and deletions. As pastor Gregory Koukl put it "Christians are made to look like the local yokels that really don't know the truth and the truth is that the Bible is a bunch of malarky, myths and made-up stories to make us feel better about life after death - narrow-minded, provincial types,  fundamentalists who just haven't caught up with twentieth century scholarship". Much to the contrary, the Christian faith is a commitment based on evidence. The Judeo-Christian faith consistently stresses the importance of truth, and makes appeal to evidence to support its claims. HERE
PART IV – New Age Beliefs Vs. What The Bible Teaches
It All Boils Down to Which of The Two Is More Reliable
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/new_age_vs_the_bible.html 

General Beliefs
It has to be emphasized that although the New Age Movement professes a broad-minded openness to all religions, it strenuously opposes virtually all Christian beliefs. For example,
God, while the Christian knows as much about God as He Himself has chosen to reveal, most New Agers believe that 'god' is an impersonal life force, consciousness or energy, present in all creation, including man. And because "god" is an abstract concept 'He' is often referred to as God-consciousness, Self-Realization, The I AM, Higher Self etc. And just to keep us peasants thoroughly confused, whether one sees 'god' as mother or father, god or goddess is a matter of personal preference. This god does not actually "do" anything, He just is.

The Scriptures are crystal clear that there are no gods beside God the Father...

"You are My witnesses," declares the Lord, "And My servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and believe Me And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, And there will be none after Me. (Isaiah 43:10 NASB)

"Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 'I am the first and I am the last, And there is no God besides Me. (Isaiah 44:6 NASB) 

"Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure'; (Isaiah 46:9-10 NASB)

And that God is a living Being who loves (ex. John 3:16), communicates (ex. Exodus 3:13-15), has a will (ex. 1 John 2:17), knows everything there is to know (ex. Isaiah 37:28-29), and controls the destiny of the world (ex. Isaiah 46:10)

Religion All religions and religious teachings lead to the same goal. All are equally of merit. There are many different paths to the goal of spiritual perfection. No one path is the only correct path. Again, this does not make logical sense. Virtually all religion and belief system contradicts each other on major points.  See Religious Pluralism 
Jesus was a man who evolved spiritually to the state of being "the Christ". In other words, He was more in touch with his godhood than most humans are. After illustrating the divine principle of "God within us all," Jesus ascended to a place of distinction to live among the Masters of the Spiritual Hierarchy. He is one of many ascended masters - a way-shower, whose function is to awaken humanity and illumine the path. Some believe the apostles got Jesus' message wrong and/or deliberately added teachings and requirements not endorsed by God. Again... I have to wonder how anyone could possibly know this. I strongly suggest you read Motive... Did the Gospel Writers Intend To Record History, Or Did They Have A Hidden Agenda? DETAILS
Sin and Evil: Because there is no transcendent God who has set the standard, there is no absolute good or evil and no rules or absolute moral imperatives. Because sin does not exist, there is no need for repentance or forgiveness. Man's problem is that he is lacking in enlightenment, and needs to become conscious of his "inner divinity." This directly contradicts Biblical teachings that men are sinners who need a savior and must be disciples of Christ in order to inherit eternal life. See Sin
Satan: Many in the New Age world believe Satan to be a mighty being of light who has made tremendous sacrifices for the good of mankind... specifically, to help us evolve and reach our full potential. Here are a few examples of what some prominent New Agers say

Blavatsky: In The Secret Doctrine, Blavatsky said "Lucifer was really the first Archangel who was transformed by the church into Lucifer or Satan because he is higher and older than Jehovah, and had to be sacrificed to the new dogma. [26]

Lucis Trust: In discussing the original name of the organization, Lucis Trust says, "The Baileys' reasons for choosing the original name ("Lucifer Publishing Company") are not known to us, but we can only surmise that they, like the great teacher H.P. Blavatsky, for whom they had enormous respect, sought to elicit a deeper understanding of the sacrifice made by Lucifer". [27]

Benjamin Creme, a leading lecturer and proponent of the New Age literally equates him with God, and says we are all a part of the "divine" Lucifer.

Lucifer is the name of a great Angel, not an upstart in heaven who revolted against God and was put down into the nether regions as the Devil. That is a complete misinterpretation. Lucifer means light, and comes from the Latin lux, lucis, meaning light. It is the name of the Angel Who ensouls the human kingdom; every person, therefore, is a fragment of Lucifer. [28]

David Spangler: In his book Reflections on the Christ David Spangler, a new age philosopher and author tells his followers that, 

"Lucifer, like Christ, stands at the door... and knocks." Also "Lucifer comes to give to us the final gift of wholeness. If we accept it then he is free and we are free. This is the Luciferic initiation. It is one that many people now, and in the days ahead, will be facing, for it is an initiation in the New Age." [29] 

The Bible 
As pastor Gregory Koukl put it "Christians are made to look like the local yokels that really don't know the truth and the truth is that the Bible is a bunch of malarky, myths and made-up stories to make us feel better about life after death ... narrow-minded, provincial types, the fundamentalists who just haven't caught up with twentieth century scholarship". See Jesus Plain And Simple 
However, every difference listed (and some that aren't) comes down to one question - The reliability of the Bible. Most New Agers believe that it is just another holy book but, on the whole, cannot be trusted since it has been tampered with over the centuries, the victim of innumerable additions and deletions. 

I wonder how they know this when much of it is written by someone whose sole qualifications are that he/she has an opinion, and access to the internet. On the other hand, as Apologetics Press so rightly points out...  

"men who have literally spent their lives poring over ancient Greek manuscripts of the New Testament, devoting their lives to meticulous, tedious analysis of the evidence, conversant with the original languages, without peer in their expertise and qualifications, have concluded that the Bible has been transmitted accurately". See Academia’s Asinine Assault on the Bible. 
See The Bible... Then And Now 
Not only do the number of manuscript copies of the New Testament far surpass the number of copies of any other ancient document, but the New Testaments 6,000 full, or partial, Greek manuscripts, the roughly 8,000 Latin translations, the copies and fragments in various other languages, and the copious quotes by early church writers, make the New Testament the best authenticated ancient document... miles ahead of any of the others. Additionally, the length of time between the original Biblical document and the earliest copies is the shortest, by far, of any ancient writing.

Besides which the very authorship of the Bible makes it impossible to account for upon ordinary principles. See Authorship of the Bible 

As far as alleged discrepancies are concerned, I have to ask you if you can actually, off the top of your head, name even one. Or are you relying on what 'so and so said'. The vast majority of alleged discrepancies arise from a shallow and incomplete understanding of the book. As show above, well known New Age leaders assume Lucifer in another name for Satan. However, had they done their homework they would have known that the name "Lucifer" does not exist in either the original Hebrew text. See Is Lucifer Another Name For Satan? 
Most skeptics do not bring to the Bible the powers of comprehension and understanding, that they would bring to a reading of the average newspaper, often assuming that because something is unexplained, it is unexplainable. They rarely take into account that the Bible was written in another time and culture (s), a basic understanding of both required to understand much of what is written in its pages. 


Study The Subject For Yourself
The Bible does not spoon feed anyone. It takes time, effort and study... things that a generation accustomed to 30 second sound bites is rarely willing to do. But the link below is for those who have even the slightest interest in pursuing a matter which has eternal consequences. However, it is detailed and could take a while to get through to get through. 

Choose Life That You Might Live 
Many, if not most, non-Christians assume that Christianity is a "blind faith"... that Christians ignore reality and have unquestioning loyalty to an absolute belief system without proof or evidence. In fact, that they believe contrary to all evidence and facts.  Much to the contrary, the Christian faith is a commitment based on evidence. The Judeo-Christian faith consistently stresses the importance of truth, and makes appeal to evidence to support its truth claims. In fact, it is actually quite remarkable as to how many times, God, Jesus, and the prophets of both the Old and New Testaments, appealed to facts to support what they said and taught. This evidence includes the Bible's humanly impossible authorship, its candor about the faults and failings of its main characters, fulfilled prophecy, and its archaeological and scientific accuracy... none of which are seen in the books of other religions.

However, the Christian position only asks that the same criteria used to judge the truth of other ancient documents, that told us about historical people and events, be applied to the Bible. Bias aside, the question that must be honestly answered is whether or not the New Testament records fulfill the historian's requirements of internal, external and transmissional reliability. In other words, when were the Gospel accounts written, were they authored by the people whose name they bear, did the authors intend to record history, or did they have a hidden agenda? Finally, can we be reasonably certain that the text we have to today is what was originally written. 

God's kingdom... His gift of eternal life, while free, does not come cheap. You do not attain "enlightenment" by fifteen minutes of chanting "Ohmmm", but obtain eternal life by belief in Him and in what He has done and will do for you... this  accompanied by a lifelong commitment to His ways. 

And why is this important? Simply because far from being outdated, out of touch, and largely irrelevant to modern society, the Kingdom of God Jesus was sent to earth to proclaim (No, His main message wasn't about love) is exactly the utopian world most men and women can only dream of. 

The Message of The Bible 
All too many people picking out a random phrase or two, think 'love' was Jesus' core message. Unfortunately, they are terribly wrong... In fact, Jesus never stopped talking about the "kingdom of God", which phrase is used over 50 times in the four Gospels alone. He even said that the proclamation of the Kingdom was the reason He was sent to earth (Luke 4:43). But what and where is this kingdom?  Here is what is few realize... the Bible's description of this kingdom of God (also called heaven) is no pie in the sky ethereal place 'somewhere out there' but matches in every respect, the world most men and women would choose to live in. A place of peace and safety, where there is no crime, hunger and disease, war and above all... no death. Far from being outdated, out of touch, and largely irrelevant to modern society, Christianity promises exactly the utopian world humanity can only dream of. Unless, of course, your idea of paradise is "an ineffable transcendental state" (whatever that means).

However, there is also a warning. The Bible very clearly tells us that we all have a choice to make in this life - the most important decision we will ever make. And, if the Bible is indeed the word of God as it claims to be, and Jesus is the Son of God as He said He was, the consequences for the individual who chooses to ignore, or counter the evidence with clever arguments, will be fatal.

And if you actually get through any of the above and now have reason to believe that the Bible is not the bunch of malarkey you once thought it to be, then it is time to read the information on sin, repentance, salvation and the coming kingdom of God... which is the whole point of the Scriptures. The Heart of The Matter
Remember one thing the Father said to the Israelites

Therefore thus says the Lord God, 'Because you have made your heart Like the heart of God, Therefore, behold, I will bring strangers upon you, The most ruthless of the nations. And they will draw their swords Against the beauty of your wisdom And defile your splendor. 'They will bring you down to the pit, And you will die the death of those who are slain In the heart of the seas. 'Will you still say, "I am a god," In the presence of your slayer, Though you are a man and not God, In the hands of those who wound you? 'You will die the death of the uncircumcised By the hand of strangers, For I have spoken!' declares the Lord God!"'" (Ezekiel 28:6-10 NASB) 

Nothing has changed 

Also See The Deification Of Man

Intellectual Dishonesty 
However, claiming that the Bible is not to be trusted, does not stop people from embracing parts of the Bible, while rejecting the rest. They decide what is good for them and reject what curtails their freedom. This is not only dishonest, but self serving in the extreme. 

For example Eric Butterworth claimed that two thousand years ago a man named Jesus found and shared the secret of divinity (see Chapter II). The only source that tells us that Jesus lived two centuries ago is the Bible. Quite apparently, Butterworth believed this, but then proceeded to ignore everything else the New Testament said about what He said and did on earth. This is carrying cherry picking to the extreme - use the parts that suit you - discard the rest.

Similarly, in his book The Reappearance of the Christ and the Masters of Wisdom, Benjamin Creme says...

It is an enormous, and embarrassing, claim to have to make - that the Christ is giving messages through oneself. But is people can rid their minds of the idea of the Christ as some sort of spirit, sitting in 'heaven' as God's right hand; if they can begin to see Him as indeed He is, a real and living man (albeit a Divine man - Who has never left the world; Who descended, not from 'heaven', but from His ancient retreat in the Himalayas, to complete the task He began in Palestine; as a great Master; an Adept and Yogi; as the chief actor in a Gospel Story which is essentially true, but much simpler than hitherto presented; if people can accept that possibility, the the claim to receive telepathic communications from such a closer and more knowable Being is also, perhaps, more acceptable. In any case, I leave it to a study of the quality of the Messages themselves to convince or otherwise. [30]

The problem here is that the only way we know that Christ preached the gospel message in Palestine, is from the Bible. Yet, Creme is willing to accept that the Bible was truthful about that, but lied about other details of Christ's life and death. The very same books that tell us that Christ preached in Palestine, also tell us that the savior has already come, and He is the only way to the Father. 

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:10-11 NASB)

"He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (John 3:18 NASB)

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. [John 14:6 NASB)

Again, so many are all too happy to believe Benjamin Creme when he says Jesus "descended, not from 'heaven', but from His ancient retreat in the Himalayas", and "never left the world". But once more, these very books tell us that He came from heaven, ascended back into heaven after His resurrection and will, in future, return in the same way He left. 

"No one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven: the Son of Man. (John 3:13 NASB)

And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. They also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven." (Acts 1:10-11 NASB)

There is no intellectually honest way to carve up Biblical texts according to ones own liking and spiritual preferences.
Incidentally, when Christ does return, he will not do so surreptitiously, but it will be an event that every person in the world will see. 

Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen. (Revelation 1:7 NASB)

And the "every eye" will include Benjamin Creme, Neale Donald Walsch, Barbara Marx Hubbard, Eckhart Tolle, and the so called "Ascended Masters".
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Part V - Our Extreme Credulity & Gullibility

Other than the information provided in the Scriptures, little was known about this so called 'great world leader' before people like Alice Bailey were approached by spooks that spouted great torrents of gobbledygook that passed itself off as "ancient wisdom". Believed to be "Ascended Masters", or "Masters of Wisdom, these beings have indulged in philosophical exchanges or communicated their messages, that have been duly written down by their compliant minions, and then presented to the world as "truth". This done without one ounce of evidence that the spirit guide was who he claimed to be, or that his message could be trusted. It is accepted that these spirits are who they claim to be, and that the particulars they provide are unreservedly true. They speak... and human beings fall over like ninepins, rushing to embrace whatever "wisdom" is being put forth. HERE
 PART V – Our Extreme Credulity & Gullibility
Or to put it another way - just how stupid can we get?
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/new_age_extreme_gullibility.html 
Modern Man - Often Too Smart For His Own Good
Centuries ago, because Satan himself can and does come disguised as an angel of light, the Bible warned us not to have any truck with the spirit world, regardless of how benevolent it may appear to be ... 
So what do we do? 

Lay out the red carpet of course. 

Why, the Bible is just a handful of old dusty pages that belong in the realm of myth and ancient imagination, therefore it has little or no relevance to our lives. It is out of touch with the modern world, therefore certainly cannot understand modern problems - much less the modern psyche. 

But us?

We believe ourselves to be altogether too smart to fall for any form of subterfuge or duplicity. We are after all, on the cutting edge of a new world boldly going where no man has gone before... well equipped to fine tune our spirituality and raise the global consciousness of the planet. After all, we are well informed by ectoplasmic apparitions that show up on our doorstep one fine day, asking that we write a book (or two or three) for the uplifting of humanity. What a noble task we have been entrusted with (tongue firmly in cheek).

Certainly in the west, other than the information provided in the Scriptures, little was known about this so called 'great world leader' before people like Alice Bailey were approached by spooks that spouted great torrents of gobbledygook that passed itself off as "ancient wisdom". 

Over the last few decades many people have been contacted (read - manipulated by) spirit guides, such as Alice Bailey's sidekick Djwhal Khul, David Spangler's spirit friend John, Barbara Marx Hubbard's ectoplasmic pal who, I believe, called himself Jesus, Seth - Jane Roberts' guide, Orin - Sanaya Roman's " wise and gentle spirit teacher", and Neale Donald Walsch's guide - whatever his name might be.  See Channelling 

No Proof Or Evidence Asked For, And None Received. 
These spirit guides believed to be "Ascended Masters", the "Masters of Wisdom, the "Hierarchy of Light" etc. have indulged in philosophical exchanges, or communicated their messages, which have been duly written down by their compliant minions, and then presented to the world as "truth". This done without one ounce of evidence that the spirit guide was who he claimed to be, or that his message could, in any way, be trusted. 

It is accepted that these spirits are who they claim to be, and that the particulars they provide are unreservedly true. They speak... and human beings fall over like ninepins, rushing to embrace whatever "wisdom" is being put forth. Why bother with little things like credentials? Why bother to entertain the possibility that this wraith may actually be lying? He calls himself Jesus, Maitreya, Seth, or Djwhal Khul so, by golly, that is who he must be.

Note: Not by any stretch of the imagination can Barbara Marx Hubbard be placed in the same category as the gypsy in a tent crouched over her crystal ball. 
"In 1984 her name was placed in nomination for the vice presidency of the United States on the Democratic ticket. She also co-designed three major Soviet-American citizen summits during the 1980s Hubbard graduated cum laude from Bryn Mawr College with a B.A in Political Science. She also studied at L’Ecole des Sciences Politiques and the Sorbonne in Paris." [31]

Yet intelligence and ability seem not necessarily to go hand in hand with common sense. She, like so many others believed, without any apparent reservation or question, what was told her by a "presence" or "inner voice" and, like so many others, continues to attempt to shape the world according to the scenario these beings paint, and the instructions they issue. 

This is spite of the fact that, from the very camp that endorses every form of lunacy came one warning that has, apparently, been completely ignored... 

"When spirits begin to speak with a man, he must beware lest he believe them in anything; for they say almost anything; things are fabricated by them, and they lie; ... they would tell so many lies and indeed with solemn affirmation that a man would be astonished...if a man listens and believes they press on, and deceive, and seduce in divers ways... They induce so strong a persuasion that it is the Lord Himself who speaks and who commands, that man cannot but believe and obey". [32] 

Also See What Eastern Gurus Say About Occult Practices

"Quality" of the Messages?
Benjamin Creme says he leaves it "to a study of the quality of the Messages themselves to convince or otherwise". [33] 

Someone tell me he is joking!  

There is no "quality" in these messages, leave along one single bit of proof that they are true. For example, why haven't these 'Masters of Wisdom" made a single definite prophecy that has actually been fulfilled?  Wouldn't fulfilled prophecy be one of the best ways to establish the authenticity and validity of the claims made... that the speaker can indeed tell us what is going to happen?   

They haven't simply because they are not omnipotent and cannot see the future. Only God can do that. So they have sought to cover the duplicity of their claims with streams of elaborate, even tortuous blather. But then, there may be a method to their madness. It certainly seems that the more convoluted the language, the more people go Ooh! And Ah! The more enigmatic (read ridiculous) the principle, the more impressed they are with the 'wisdom' of the speaker. Seemingly all a person has to do is come up with a lot of profound sounding statements, and thousands, who have checked their brains in at the door, will follow them anywhere.  

When the simple God given gifts of rationality, logic, and thought are thrown out of the proverbial window and we allow our mind to become a blank canvas, it becomes fertile ground for powerful spiritual beings to plant in it whatever they wish - the meaning of the Scriptural texts carefully manipulated to give credence to their ideas and plans. 

And they call Christians fools? Seems to me the boot is on the other foot.
Combine this with the feelings of peace, or' other worldliness' that people often feel when they meditate etc, seems to bolster the claim that they are awakening their consciousness and/or getting closer to God. Sadly, for them, these feeling are caused by the Alpha State, which is the first of a series of stages the brain goes through when we are falling asleep, or when the brain is lulled into a more 'relaxed' state. This can even occur when driving, or listening to certain musical compositions... a certain tempo or beat has something to do with it. 

See Contemplative Prayer Part III - Alpha, What it Is and Its Connection With Spiritual Experiences 
Barbara Marx Hubbard also says 

"... she returned to the New Testament and "experienced it as a coded evolution." When we read it from the perspective of what we are becoming, we can see the story of Jesus prefigured our own future. The virgin birth, the miracles, the death of this body, the emergence of a new body  sensitive to thought - is this not what may be possible as we put together our full capacities? [34]

After all, how can the down to earth, simple reasons the Bible gives for the life and death of Jesus Christ compare with seeing the New Testament as this mysterious "coded evolution" which, of course, it took one woman in the 21st century to figure out. I guess virtually everyone else in the last two thousand years, some of whom gave their lives to studying the Scriptures, must have been extremely deficient in the grey matter department. 

Which is a much of a load of crock as anything I have ever heard.
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Part VI - The New Age Infiltration of The Church

While there is no doubt that there were a number of factors that contribute towards the increasing popularity of New Age beliefs, the church has to shoulder its burden of responsibility. 
With more fiction than fact in it's teachings and liberal use of incomprehensible jargon, the church has almost completely lost the essentials and simplicity of the Gospel, and are thus unable to provide people with the answers they are looking for. (Is it any wonder that God first proclaimed his message of salvation to peasants tending their sheep). When it comes to those who are already believers, they are either rocking themselves to sleep on the porch or have actually sold out to the occult, drawn into mystical experiences that are direct paths into occultism. Unfortunately it seems to be alarmingly easy to infiltrate the body of Christ especially with the assistance of the wolves inside the church who have aided and abetted Satan's deception and endorsed New Age beliefs and channeled works. HERE
PART VI – The New Age Infiltration of The Church

Aided by the wolves within

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/new_age_church_infiltration.html 

Why We Have to Bear Some of The Responsibility 
So how did all these beliefs and practices become so widespread? While there is no doubt that there were a number of factors that contribute towards the increasing popularity of New Age beliefs, the church has to shoulder it's burden of responsibility. With more fiction than fact in its teachings and liberal use of incomprehensible jargon, the church has almost completely lost the essentials and simplicity of the Gospel, and are thus unable to provide people with the answers they are looking for. (Is it any wonder that God first proclaimed his message of salvation to peasants tending their sheep).
We go out and tell people about a God of love and mercy, then present them with gory unbiblical versions of "hell" that has served more to turn stomachs than anything else. Is it any surprise that people want nothing to do with a God whom they see as a million times worse than Hitler? What and Where is Hell? And please note this is not some pie in the sky article but digs deep into the meaning of the Hebrew and Greek words and shows how many were translated according to preconceived ideas. 

Our equally unbiblical doctrine of predestination tells people that regardless of how much they might esteem and love the Father and live according to His word. No matter how righteously they conduct their life and how many times they pray or help the widow and the orphan they still have absolutely NO idea whether any of this is going to count at all - and it is entirely possible that they are just as lost as the atheist down the road. See Section A Question of Salvation 
And, of course we tell people that they are going to have eternal life in heaven. Except for one problem - we been unable to even tell them what and where 'heaven' is. Most of the church, not having the matter a modicum of study, seem to take for granted that Heaven is some ethereal and intangible place somewhere out there, which we go up to. Sounds really inviting!  We resort to pious phrases that amount to little more than spiritual gobbledygook that makes it little wonder that non Christians are not in the slightest bit interested in our "heaven". And who can blame them?  See What and Where is Heaven?
We have lost an uncountable number of people to the New Age. 
With no answers from the church, and little or no peace in the world, it is little wonder then that the vacuum was quickly filled with an influx of alternative ideas about the human spirit and the cosmos. New Age teaching profess to answer people's desires for meaning and fulfillment, extend spiritual experiences and guidance, put forward answers to Earth's difficult questions, and offers hope for peace among people (a utopian tomorrow), the acquisition of power and/or knowledge that is spiritual and supernatural is much of the lure. People seem to crave knowledge that is not ordinarily available to everyone

The 'holy books' of eastern cultures were discovered, translated, published and became widely available. Highly educated people like Emerson "began to read Hindu and Buddhist scriptures, and examine their own religious assumptions against these scriptures".As far as they were concerned a loving God would not let so many millions of people go astray, so there had to be truth in their scriptures as well. [35]

And to add insult to injury, virtually ALL the spiritual apostasy that has reared it head in the church in recent years comes from the same demonic sources. 

In fact, we have lost all rights to call ourselves Christians by virtue of our Counterfeit Revivals and our wholesale adoption of doctrines and practices DIRECTLY derived from the occult... The Word of Faith Movement, Labyrinths, Contemplative Prayer, Slain In The Spirit and Santa Claus. 

See Section The Modern Church's Literal Doctrines and Practices of Demons

Christians Are Either Rocking Themselves To Sleep On The Porch or Have Totally Sold Out
Christians really need to sit up and pay attention to the fact that this planet is, not so gradually, being taken over by some of the highest intelligences in the universe, beings that are also master manipulators, against which there is no defence - except God.

While this seething cauldron comes to a head, and the dark minions dig their tentacles further and further into human flesh, believers cannot seem to tear themselves away from their endless round of usually unbiblical trivia. They continue to trot off to their various conferences (each usually less doctrinally sound than the last), watch TBN, read yet another leadership book by the latest hot shot author, indulge in emerging dialogue, and argue about who Cain married... all the while waiting for a Rapture that isn't going to happen in time to save them. 

It is a tragedy of epic proportions that, not only are most Christians still unaware of the nature, power, and danger, posed by the New Age ideas among us but, like frogs being slowly brought up to the boil, this adulterous generation inside the church has gradually been acclimatized into accepting ideas and practices that any self respecting Berean would run a mile from. 


Is it Really That Easy To Infiltrate The Body of Christ? 
Many argue that it cannot possibly be that easy. 

Oh yes it is! As said by the late Dave Hunt

The seduction … does not take place as an obvious frontal assault from rival religious beliefs. That would be vigorously resisted. Instead, it comes to some Christians in the guise of faith-producing techniques for gaining spiritual power and experiencing miracles and to others as self-improvement psychologies for fully realizing human potential that are seen as scientific aids to successful Christian living.” [36]

He was right and New Agers know it. Richard Sutphen, author of many New Age titles, said this

One of the biggest advantages we have as New Agers is, once the occult, metaphysical and New Age terminology is removed, we have concepts and techniques that are very acceptable to the general public. So we can change the names and demonstrate the power. In so doing, we open the door to millions who normally would not be receptive. [37]

And every sign points to the fact that he is right. The church has already been thoroughly infiltrated by every manner of apostasy possible. The seduction has been remarkably easy, not accomplished by a direct challenge from another religion, atheism etc. which would have been stoutly repulsed, but insidiously creeping in under far more subtle disguises... Some of which are "finding God", drawing nearer to or experiencing God, visualization, self-improvement techniques, claiming God's 'gifts', etc. etc. etc. 

Much of the church has actually sold out to the occult, drawn into mystical experiences that are direct paths into occultism. Even so-called 'Christian' ministers endorse New Age beliefs and channeled works. 

See The New Age and Devil Worship  
See Section The Modern Church's Literal Doctrines and Practices of Demons

The New Age - Assisted By The Wolves Inside The Church
The very nature of Satan's deceptions has always been to present it as something so good that it is both harmless and impossible to resist. So what makes anyone think that duplicity on such a grand scale by the master of deceivers, is going to be easy to identify?

Although the word deceive means the person will be tricked, hoodwinked, duped, taken in, fooled, misled, deluded, outwitted. Most Christians foolishly think it can never happen to them and that, when push comes to shove, God will be faithful and take care of us.

I am not sure whether this is wishful thinking or another case of Christians burying their heads in the sand, especially considering two thousand years ago both Jesus Christ and Paul warned us about what was going to happen, and that we had better be prepared.  Jesus also told us that many will be deceived. 

"For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. "Behold, I have told you in advance. "So if they say to you, 'Behold, He is in the wilderness,' do not go out, or, 'Behold, He is in the inner rooms,' do not believe them. "For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be. (Matthew 24:24-27 NASB)

But I am afraid that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ. For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted, you bear this beautifully. (2 Corinthians 11:3-4 NASB) 

And of course Satan's deceptions have been aided and abetted by the wolves in the church. The following three examples perfectly illustrate how the wolves are destroying the church from the inside. 

Brian McLaren
Brian McLaren is a well known and popular leader who by completely redefining the coming 'kingdom' of God, teaches that the message of Jesus could also be good news- not just for Christians but also for Jews, Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus, New Agers, agnostics, and atheist. In fact, his teachings are perfectly aligned with New Age beliefs about a coming utopia. While professing to be a Christian, McLaren teaches that Jesus might have had a "Secret Message". He says

"What if Jesus' secret message reveals a secret plan? What if he didn't come to start a new religion - but rather came to start a political, social, religious, artistic, economic, intellectual, and spiritual revolution that would give birth to a new world? What if his secret message had practical implications for such issues as how you live your daily life, how you earn and spend money, how you treat people of other races and religions, and how the nations of the world conduct their foreign policy?  What if his message directly or indirectly addressed issues like advertising, environmentalism, terrorism, economics, sexuality, marriage, parenting, the quest for happiness and peace, and radical reconciliation." [38] See More About McLaren 
Joel Osteen
tells the story of a man of modest means on vacation in Hawaii with his wife who came across "a gorgeous house set high on a hill. The property was replete with beautiful palm trees and lush green gardens in a picturesque, peaceful setting with a panoramic view overlooking the ocean." Gazing at the home, the man commented that he could never imagine living in a place like that, at which "something inside him said, Don't worry. You won't". 

"Startled at his own thoughts, he asked himself, What do you mean? 

As long as you can’t imagine it, as long as you can’t see it, then it is not going to happen for you. The man correctly realized that his own thoughts and attitudes were condemning him to mediocrity. He determined then and there to start believing better of himself, and believing better of God.

Its the same way with us. We have to conceive it on the inside before we're ever going to receive it on the outside. If you don't think you can have something good, then you never will. The barrier is in your mind. It's not God's lack of resources or your lack of talent that prevents you from prospering. Your own wrong thinking can keep you from God's best". [39]

Thomas Keating
Trappist monk Thomas Keating's book Open Mind, Open Heart has remained popular ever since it was first published in 1986. Back in 2006, the Amazon page for the 20th Anniversary Edition stated that the book had sold over half a million copies in English and had appeared in 10 foreign-language editions (Croatian, French, German, Hungarian, Indonesia, Italian, Korean, Polish, and Portuguese). In it he says

God and our true Self are not separate. Though we are not God, God and our true Self are the same thing. [40]

As the old saying goes - With 'friends' like this, who needs enemies? 

See Contemplative Prayer 
To paraphrase Kenny Oliver (http://thinkerup.blogspot.com) - If you are one of the many modern Christians who stands in awe of what is commonly seen as the deep 'spirituality' of ancient Catholic mystics like the Fathers and Mothers of the desert, St. Francis of Assisi, St. John of the Cross, Teresa of Avila, etc. If you envy the connection with the Divine that modern mystics like Thomas Keating, Henri Nouwen, Thomas Merton claim to have, chances are you have not taken the time to find out what is behind these practices and the people that teach it. 
The gradual, but sure, infiltration of the church means that there is nothing to hinder the return of pure and unmitigated evil. We are so busy congratulating ourselves on how "spiritual" we have become, that we little suspect that we have actually lost all right to call ourselves "Christians".  In other words, we have endorsed the invitations and are along for the ride... And what a ride it's going to be... a Church expecting revival and the return of Christ will soon find itself face to face with the antichrist instead. See The Antichrist 

Make NO Mistake - Christians Are the Enemy
The Seven Ray Institute that supports the work of the United Nations believes that, along with countless other groups that "no religion has the last and final work concerning the relation of God and man." They state that (Emphasis Added)

It is necessary for adherents of the world's faiths to understand that each great world religion comes, ultimately, from One Source which The Secret Doctrine reveals.... Introducing and explaining these few points to the unenlightened millions is a huge work and it will be resisted strenuously by the fanatical adherents of various faiths - and all faiths have their fanatics! But the day of the fanatics has its term and is destined to fade away.... The Great Lord Maitreya, the Christ, the Head of the Spiritual Hierarchy is "on His way". His intention is to reappear when a measure of economic sharing prevails, when a measure of peace has been restored, and when the "Church cleans house" ... [41]

Gordon Davidson and Corinne McLaughlin of The Center for Visionary Leadership say that "war is only one form of change, and often the least effective", but add there is yet (Emphasis Added)

"... a role for the right use of destruction when it is used against rigid and crystallized forms of thought and cultural patterns that prevent Life from evolving to it's next step" [42] 

"If groups are aligned with the Higher Will when this energy is released through them, they will expand and become more creative, alive, powerful. If they are out of alignment, they will degenerate emotionally, physically and mentally. This process has already begun, as we can see through the downfall of groups that are opposing evolution and synthesis, and will only accelerate in the years ahead. [43]

In other words... They believe that the Shambhala energy will get Christian fundamentalists out of the way, to which I only have one thing to say. Good luck with that!

Again these are not just certifiable kooks. Corinne McLaughlin coordinated a national task force for President Clinton's Council on Sustainable Development, while Gordon was formerly the Executive Director of the Social Investment Forum, and of The Center for Environmentally Responsible Economies. They both have served on the adjunct faculty of The American University and the University of Massachusetts, and are Fellows of The World Business Academy. More about these groups HERE
Warren Smith's words get even more significant with every passing day...

"God's message today is loud and clear. This is not a time for celebration. This is not a time for the church to be expecting some kind of a special blessing. This is a time to be sober and vigilant. This is a time to watch and pray. This is a time to be spiritually prepared. This is a time to be warning your brothers and sisters and family and friends about what is happening in the world. 

Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. (1 Peter 5:8 NASB) 

When storms with the potential to kill are just offshore, reasonable people make reasonable preparations. They don't party in the face of the impending danger. They don't sit on their front porches pretending that nothing is happening. Jesus warned in Scripture that storms would come. He particularly warned about those that would come at the end of time. He wasn't being negative. He wasn't trying to scare us. He was telling us these things ahead of time so that we would be prepared; so that we would not be deceived nor intimidated nor frightened into compromising or questioning our faith. Jesus said that if we listened to His words and applied them to our lives, that our faith would withstand any storm. [44]
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