[image: image1.png]


                                                                                              
JULY 10, 2019
New Ager Marianne Williamson runs for US President
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Who Is Marianne Williamson? A look at the Candidate Many Never Heard of before Last Week
https://fortune.com/2019/07/05/who-is-marianne-williamson-debate/
By Melanie Eversly, July 5, 2019
Marianne Williamson wants people to push to their potential, and that’s what she’s been doing with her long shot presidential campaign.
In fact, the Democrat and spiritual consultant is the person who actually delivered an inspirational quote often attributed to late South African President Nelson Mandela.

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate,” she wrote in her book A Return to Love. “Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure.”

Williamson, 66, is the self-help guru, author, and consultant to Oprah Winfrey and other celebrities, who is seeking the Democratic nomination for the White House. She is one of the lesser knowns who has been polling at a statistical zero, but who still polled high enough and received donations from enough people to qualify for the Democratic debates last week.

She supports universal health care, wants to address the core causes of chronic disease, opposes a border wall and has said we must bring down the “walls in our hearts.” She is a proponent of universal Pre-K, supports reparations and proposes a federally funded financial gift for newborns.

On her night two appearance in the Democratic debates, Williamson, with her theme that love would solve the country’s problems, went from political unknown to social media subject. Her closing statement accusing President Trump of “harnessing fear” and declaring “love will win” struck a chord—a derisive chord with some, and an admiring one with others. It even prompted comedian Kate McKinnon of Saturday Night Live to get started on a Williamson impression, she told host Seth Myers of TV’s Late Night.

After delivering a few lines of her impression depicting Williamson offering a plan to gather and burn all the sage in America, McKinnon transformed back into herself and told Myers, “What a star.”

Williamson was born in Houston to an immigration lawyer and homemaker. She studied theater at Pomona College in California, dropping out to become a cabaret singer. In 1989, she founded Project Angel Food, a program that delivers meals to homebound people battling AIDS and HIV. Williamson has authored several self-help books, including four New York Times bestsellers. In 2014, she campaigned for a Congressional seat in California but lost. Her personal website lists a mailing address in Frederic, Wisconsin.

Political experts who are closely watching the race do not agree this background makes a good candidate. Sophia Nelson, political commentator and former GOP counsel to the House Committee on Oversight and Reform told Fortune she does not believe Williamson has a chance of winning the nomination.
“She is an inspirational guru – love her books – but no,” said Nelson, who believes U.S. Sen. Kamala Harris and South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg are the best candidates among the Democrats.

“Williamson is too new age,” Nelson continued. “Trump voters would go crazy. The Dems would never nominate her, never. She is there to remind us of our consciousness as human beings. That is a good thing right now but it does not win elections.”

And while Williamson may have succeeded last week at elevating her name recognition, her poll numbers remain low.

According to the results of a post-debate poll of Democrats and Democratic leaning independents conducted by CNN and SSRS and released Monday, one percent of respondents said they would be most likely to support Williamson, while in the most recent poll, conducted June 28-30, Williamson garnered only an asterisk. In the same poll, one percent of respondents said that aside from the key candidate they are supporting, they would want to know more about Williamson.

A poll conducted before and after the first debate by Morning Consult for FiveThirtyEight showed that before the second debate, 13.4% of respondents had a favorable opinion of Williamson compared to 22% after the second debate. But the percentage of respondents who had an unfavorable opinion about her went up ,too, from 9.2% to 26.8%.

A Democratic strategist, who asked not to be identified, said even though Williamson did not talk about policy during the debates last week, she resonated with some—as evidenced by the new attention being devoted to her online.

Interest rises in Marianne Williamson, New Age ‘spiritual guru’ and 2020 Democrat contender
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/interest-rises-in-marianne-williamson-new-age-spiritual-guru-and-2020-democrat-contender 
By Calvin Freiburger, July 10, 2019
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She’s not yet even a blip in RealClearPolitics’ polling averages of the crowded 2020 Democrat primary field, but “pop religion” author and speaker Marianne Williamson has piqued the curiosity of liberals and conservatives alike.
According to a February ABC News profile, Williamson is a motivational speaker and author of a dozen books rooted in New Age spirituality, who rose to prominence in the 1990s as a recurring guest on Oprah Winfrey’s talk show.

A standard-issue pro-abortion, pro-LGBT progressive who unsuccessfully ran for Congress in 2014, Williamson says she’s running for president because America needs a “moral and spiritual awakening” more so than “just a political mechanic.” For months she faded into obscurity among a primary field that currently contains 25 Democrats, but is enjoying an uptick in attention following the first Democrat debates.

Salon’s Ashlie Stevens dubbed Williamson the “bonkers break-out character” of the debates for her unusual, albeit brief, performance. It was then that she said her first call as president would be to tell New Zealand’s Prime Minister, “girlfriend, you are so wrong” about making her country “the best place in the world for a child to grow up” because “America is going to be the best place.” She also promised to defeat President Donald Trump by “harness[ing] love for political purposes.”
Williamson’s name was the most searched of all the candidates on Google following the debate, The Hill reports. In addition, various old tweets of Williamson’s resurfaced as a source of online mockery for their bizarre New Age sentiments:

The chief source of Williamson’s philosophy appears to be the book A Course in Miracles, a purported “complete self-study spiritual thought system” which “teaches that the way to universal love and peace – or remembering God – is by undoing guilt through forgiving others.”

The California-based Foundation for Inner Peace claims the book was “scribed” by Columbia psychologist Helen Schucman from divinely-inspired dreams she took as a “special assignment I had somehow, somewhere agreed to complete,” to “provide a way in which some people will be able to find their own Internal Teacher.” According to the New York Times, Schucman “believed she was channeling new revelations from Jesus Christ himself.”
Williamson credits the book as her “path out of hell” when she read it while struggling with a recurring case of bronchitis and depression. She began teaching courses on it in the 1980s, and in 1992 published her first book, A Return to Love: Reflections on the Principles of A Course in Miracles.

“Before the Course, I felt like I was on a desperate journey to find God, but as much as I climbed up this huge flight of stone steps in front of a cathedral, my knees bloody and my elbows bloody, the cathedral door was locked,” she told the Times. “And when I read the Course, I thought I understood the key.”

While virtually nobody expects Williamson to make it onto a future Democrat ticket, and many dismiss Williamson’s brand of spirituality as the sort of fringe silliness that’s long been popular in certain left-wing circles, others argue the theology of A Course in Miracles is harmful to a proper cultural understanding of faith, and her candidacy could help popularize it.

The text can be tempting to “nominal Christians in the church who have recognized the bankruptcy of theological liberalism and desire more spiritual ‘reality’ in their lives,” the Christian Research Institute (CRI) warns, but ultimately “indoctrinates its students in Eastern metaphysics and human potential psychicism, while it specifically insulates them against biblical revelation and true Christianity.”

The “proper” attitudes advocated in the book include the “rejection of biblical understandings about such issues as sin, guilt, and atonement” while accepting “New Age occult teachings, such as pantheism (All is God, God is All) and psychic development,” CRI explains. “In biblical teaching, the Atonement is based on the fact that man’s sinfulness separates him from God,” but “in the Course, the word ‘atonement’ involves the exact opposite: one is not, and never has been, separate from God.”

“As a result of this distorted theology, the Course’s approach to ‘salvation’ lies in understanding that no one requires salvation in the biblical sense because all men and women are already divine,” CRI adds. “‘Sin, guilt, death, judgment, propitiatory atonement, and other biblical doctrines are viewed as ‘attack’ philosophies by the Course; that is, they are concepts that supposedly stand in the way of spiritual ‘progress’ and severely damage the realization of our ‘true’ divine nature.”

Williamson has one daughter, India, whose paternity she has never publicly disclosed.

Some conservatives have advocated donating to Williamson’s campaign for the purpose of keeping her in future debates to embarrass the Democrat Party and for her entertainment value.

3 of 28 readers’ comments
New Age practices does open up doorway that invite the devil right into your life. Once you dabble in this stuff, the devil has a legal right to come into your life because you have opened the door and gave him welcome.

Agreed. I learned that the hard way. I followed Oprah into new age beliefs and ruined years of my life. I came back to Christ and it has taken years to dislodge those demons. 
Stay away from all and any new age practices and beliefs!

Notice the banner in the background of the photo in this article. She spoke at Rivier University, a supposedly Catholic institution. I wrote to their President, Sister Paula Marie Buley, to respectfully express my grave concern about the photo in a Rivier University publication. The photo in question shows two women dressed in wedding attire and kissing. I got no reply. Another example of the sad state of Catholic educational institutions.

New Age guru to run for Congress
https://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=25108
By Susan Brinkmann, October 28, 2013

Marianne Williamson, a so-called “spiritual leader” who teaches the occult-based A Course in Miracles, has announced plans to run for the U.S. House of Representatives in California’s 33rd District.
According to Allvoices.com, Williamson announced on Sunday that she is running as an Independent for the seat currently held by pro-abortion Democrat Henry Waxman.

Her New Age background comes to the surface in some of her campaign rhetoric, such as the theme of her campaign, which is “Create Anew”. She also writes on her campaign website that she and Waxman aren’t opponents, they’re just different candidates vying for the same position. She claims to want to bring about “a new consciousness regarding our political discourse.”

Calling herself “an internationally acclaimed author, lecturer and thought leader” on her official bio, she is careful to list every accomplishment EXCEPT her rather stellar New Age background.

For instance, Williamson hosted Oprah Winfrey’s year-long expose of A Course in Miracles, more popularly known as the “New Age Bible.” Riddled with heretical treatments of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the doctrine of salvation, the Course was written by Helen Schucman who claimed to be “channeling” Jesus Christ.  Williamson wrote her own book about it under the deceptive title, A Return to Love.

The Houston born Williamson describes herself as having explored many careers, including “cocktail waitress and lounge singer” before she began giving lectures on A Course in Miracles to small groups in the Los Angeles area in the 1980’s. She later became a New Thought minister with a church in Warren, Michigan.

I was not entirely surprised to find that other than her book titles, none of this information is included in the bio that appears on her campaign website. We can only hope that reporters do some homework on this candidate and ask her some serious questions about her belief system which is hardly in tandem with the majority of U.S. citizens.
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