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Chapter 79  

New Age Peace (and harmony and justice and unity)
NOTE: JCBWL: Jesus Christ, the Bearer of the Water of Life, A Christian Reflection on the New Age, February 3, 2003, Vatican Document
Below is an excerpt, Chapter 79 of my Compendium “Medications and Meditations in the New Age”
What is the New Age spirit of “peace”? Let us see… starting with what the Vatican Document JCBWL has to say:
"(The New Age of) Aquarius is set to be an era of harmony, justice, peace, unity etc." (JCBWL #7.2) 

"The musical Hair … set forth the main themes of New Age in the emblematic song “Aquarius”. It is worth recalling the lyrics of this song, which quickly imprinted themselves on to the minds of a whole generation in North America and Western Europe: “When the Moon is in the Seventh House, and Jupiter aligns with Mars, then Peace will guide the Planets, and Love will steer the Stars. This is the dawning of the Age of Aquarius... Harmony and understanding, sympathy and trust abounding; no more falsehoods or derision – golden living, dreams of visions, mystic crystal revelation, and the mind’s true liberation. Aquarius...”" (JCBWL Notes 20) 
The term “harmony” with New Age connotations is used no less than 18 times in the Document, justice – just the once, (top), “unity at least 15 times (out of 26) in the context of New Age, and “peace” 5 times. We’ll examine “peace” here.
New Age

One of the goals of the Catholic Ashrams movement is inner peace. The atmosphere is always one of silence except during meals (low conversation) and during satsangs (discourses).

The name of Shantivanam ashram (read chapter 48) that attracts seekers from all over means “Forest of Peace”.

The Ashrams’ chant is not the Hebrew (biblical) Shalom but “Om Shanti” (Sanskrit “shanti” means “peace”).

“Peace” is the pursuit of much of New Age meditation or chanting, which again is what one encounters in an ashram.

"Although virtually unknown a few years ago, this movement (New Age) is gaining in popularity on an international level. On the surface it appears to be a ‘peace’ movement, but in my estimation, it definitely belongs to the occult. This is because it presents some basic characteristics that are identified with the occult, even though Satan is not mentioned. For example, the ‘god’ of the New Age is not the God of Christianity and Judaism … The New Age Movement is sometimes called a peace movement. Somehow, it is said, that when we become a part of this ‘Harmonic Convergence’ we can bring to bear a mighty power that is beyond ourselves for achieving world peace. But when we talk about any power that is not from God, and beyond ourselves we are really talking about the occult." 
(Spiritual Warfare: The Occult has Demonic Influence, Bishop Donald W Montrose DD of Stockton, USA, 1996, https://www.ewtn.com/library/bishops/occult.htm)
"Many … abuse prayer techniques such as centering. They also use relaxation techniques, or mind control techniques in order to achieve 'peace' or quiet in mind and body."
(A New Age of the Spirit? A Catholic Response to the New Age Phenomenon, Irish Theological Commission, 1994,
https://www.worldcat.org/title/new-age-of-the-spirit-a-catholic-response-to-the-new-age-phenomenon/oclc/31172232)    

Apart from the pursuit of individual peace in the New Age, there are numerous initiatives for “World Peace”.

There is the World Community for Christian Meditation (WCCM)'s (read chapter 25) Way of Peace initiative. Each year they run the John Main Seminar and The Way of Peace initiative with the Dalai Lama.

Writes David Cloud: "This means that they are using contemplative practices and yoga as the glue for interfaith unity to help create world peace." (https://www.wayoflife.org/database/contemplative_practices_are_a_bridge.html)  
But the Dharma Bharathi Ashram (hereinafter “DB”) pursues both, individual as well a world peace. This ashram is also part of the Catholic Ashrams movement. Its founder-acharya or guru is Swami Sachidananda Bharathi (formerly N.V. John) who was a disciple of Fr. Bede Griffiths OSB (read chapter 48). DB is also as New Age as it gets. Read DHARMA BHARATHI-NEW AGE IN CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS at my web site. DB targets mainly Catholic educational institutions with multiple New Age programmes. For instance I have on record (a lot of material was sent to me by the Swami) the DB National Seminar on Peace and Value Education for Schools in Hyderabad, December 2001.
The initial commitment for DB’s ‘Disciples of Christ for Peace’ (hereinafter DCP) was made, significantly on May 13, 1994, the first death anniversary of New Ager Fr. Bede Griffiths, at Shantivanam.
"The world at the dawn of the third millennium urgently needs peace… We are discovering the fact that lasting peace and unity on earth needs a religious motivation." 
(From the presentation made by the Swami at the World Peace Summit, United Nations, 28-31 August 2000. Source: The New Leader, November 1-15, 2000)
"There cannot be peace in the world unless there is unity among religions in the world." (DB literature)
DB has a "vision of an awakened Mother India who will be an instrument of God for a civilisation of love, unity and peace on earth." (DB literature)
What is the source of DB’s slogan? It was Pope John Paul II. At an interreligious ceremony in Rome in October 1999, the Pope "invited all people of goodwill to counter a crisis of civilization… by a new civilization of love founded on the universal values of peace…"

But the rest of the Pope’s message is deliberately ignored by the Swami! The Pope continued: "Jesus is the one who… sacrifices Himself for the salvation of others… Is not Jesus thus a model and a permanent message for humanity?" (Cardinal Arinze, President, Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, The Examiner, 13 May 2000).

Nowhere did the Pope make a call for a "unity among religions" that DB (the Swami, cited above) aims to bring about. Instead he has always called for a missionary proclamation of the person of Jesus who alone, when accepted, can and will bring about the ‘civilization of love and peace’ and unity of the human race that we yearn for.

The Swami sent me a copy of the Constitution (and Explanations and Orientations) of the DCP, a “Catholic Society” founded by him along with Archbishop S. Arulappa of Hyderabad on 9 November 1998. 

The 3 Patrons of DCP are Archbishops. 3 of the 4 Advisors are Bishops. We will very briefly (as I have tons of adverse/New Agey facts on them) examine two DB associates: (Sr.) Vandana Mataji who is the fourth Advisor, and Rev. Dr. M. Amaladoss SJ, Professor of Theology, Vidya Jyothi Seminary, New Delhi who is the Swami’s Theological Consultant. Here we go:
"We are at the close of the era of ‘religions’… Now we stand at the threshold of an era of ‘spirituality’."
"Is not our God Mother Earth in whom alone we can find or deepen our own spirit roots?"
"To enable people to become God by entering into silence, is this not the raison d’etre of an ashram?"
"Finding ‘the Self in all things and all things in the Self” (Isa Upanishad 6) is our goal in life in an Ashram."
"Swami Vivekananda says ‘We are the greatest god. Christ and Buddha are but waves of the boundless ocean that I am.’… Most Christians cannot easily think of man becoming god…"   
"There is an interesting discussion going on among the Catholic ashrams as to whether in a Christian ashram, Meditation or the Eucharist should be at the centre of our lives. Personally I tend to agree with Fr. Bede Griffiths that the distinctive call of a Christian ashram is to witness to the transcendent mystery believed in by people of all faiths… in the cave of the heart as the Upanishads call it, and this is reached by meditation… The presence of Christ in the Eucharist is secondary… However precious this may be, it is still a secondary mode of the presence."
"Many aspire when they go to ashrams to sit for long hours in meditation and to be taught by the guru how to raise the kundalini (the serpent power) or the energy within." -Vandana Mataji.

In a critique of the October 1989 Vatican Document “Orationis Formas” which “warns all Catholic Bishops that Eastern forms of prayer and meditation such as Yoga, Zen and T. M. are ‘not free from dangers and errors’,” she accuses the Church of the “fear of syncretism”: 
"We need to recognize… that no one religion, no, not even Christianity, can claim to have the whole truth… Personally, I do not think that syncretism is a real danger, nor what Cardinal Ratzinger truly fears."

"Living together outside of marriage is not always promiscuity. It is often a sincere love-bond requiring unselfish adjustment to the other. When it is such, who can dare cast the first stone against them and call it a sin?"
All 9 above statements are those of the nun Vandana Mataji. For their sources, the reader will have to visit the DB report at my web site, where there’s plenty more. 
This then is one of the Disciples for Peace founder’s advisors!
Naked New Age in DB literature (cited from material sent to me by the Swami on 25 July 2003):

‘Shanti Yagna’, a form of meditation promoted by Dharma Bharathi…has different stages. Stage one: Harmony and synergy stage… Stage three: Wholeness and communion stage.

There is need for man to capture a new Cosmo-vision … (for) human beings to effect a paradigm shift in their lifestyle from anthropocentric world to ecocentric universe. 

The peace culture paradigm … is based on an integral understanding of reality in which God and creation are seen as interpenetrating realities, distinct yet inseparable. One is All, All is One is the basic understanding of reality within this paradigm. 
Once again an exposure to the West has become necessary for India’s further growth. This time it has to be ‘New Science’.  New Science proves the interdependent organic nature of planet Earth and of the whole creation. We have to live in harmony… This earth-family consciousness…
Discoveries of New Science are leading us today to an integral vision of reality. We have come to realize that creation is an interdependent organic whole… Everything and everyone is… interdependent. Scientific discoveries and religious insights need to be seen as complementary realities. The rational and the intuitive, the masculine and the feminine, the secular and the sacred are to be seen as integral to one another.  

Dharma is the underlying principle of unity behind all diversities in creation. This unitive dharmic worldview of India is being supported today by the discoveries of New Science.
Discoveries of New Science starting with the Theory of Relativity and Quantum Physics are today proving beyond doubt the interdependent organic nature of creation… A holistic vision of reality is slowly replacing the old mechanical and materialistic model. This emerging integral vision of reality demands profound and far-reaching changes in our attitudes and outlooks as can be seen from the works of the proponents of New Science like Werner Heisenberg, David Bohm, Fritjof Capra, Paul Davies, Ken Wilber, Rupert Sheldrake and E. F. Schumacher to name a few. An interesting aspect of the emerging integral vision of reality is that it is more or less fully in harmony with the unity of all life experienced by the mystics of world religions. The sages and rishis of India proclaimed (it) in enlightened words like ‘Ekam Sat, Vipra Bahudha Vadanti’ (Truth is one, wise men call it by different names)… Mystics of the 20th century like Sri Aurobindo, Teilhard de Chardin and Bede Griffiths have served as prophets of this emerging new integral vision of reality. Thus we see… a confluence of science and religion taking place. 

A well-balanced synthesis of science and spirituality… should be evolved… In other words, the curriculum (for Dharma Bharathi education in schools) should be rooted in a new humanism.  
Indian insights into the truths of spirit gave birth to a number of progressive movements (like) Theosophical Society, Aurobindo Society… 
The interdependent organic nature of creation and the interrelatedness of our existence are well-embodied in and represented by the concept of Dharma… which according to Annie Besant is ‘India’s word to the world’. (A quote of hers is included.) 

The Swami speaks and writes a lot about peace. One more for the road: 
"Peace in the environment: … Peace Education, therefore, should aim at helping students to end the dichotomy between humanity and nature, and live at peace with nature by practicing the eco-friendly values…"
In fact the full name of his organization is Dharma Bharathi National Institute of Peace and Value Education.

I have emphasised most of the New Age-speak, some of it innocuous, some subtle, in italics. Does the reader now understand the connection between New Age, counterfeit “New Age peace”, and the Catholic Ashrams movement?

"The rush to unite the religions of the world is driven by the belief that such unity will solve the problems of the world. Through the development of our human potential [Swami Sachidananda Bharathi’s ‘a new humanism’ (cited above)], we will usher in a New Era of Peace and Prosperity." (DB literature) 
Protestants like to quote Daniel 8:25 “By peace he shall destroy many” (KJV) and the Bible prediction that the Antichrist will come to power as a peacemaker. “And he will destroy many when they are at ease” (New American Standard Bible). 

"Peace will be his platform; peace will be his bait." (Christ among Other gods, Erwin B. Lutzer, 1994, page 171)
"Both peace and ecological issues play an ever-increasing part in international politics. Peace is an understandable desire of natural man; yet that peace is not the peace which the world can give. 

Jesus said: Think not that I am come to send peace on earth; I come not to send peace but a sword (Matthew 10:34). 

Yet we can have "the peace of God that surpasses all understanding" (Philippians 4:7).

(Understanding the New Age, Roy Livesey, 1986, page 28)
"A nation of firm purpose You keep in peace, in peace, for its trust in You" (Isaiah 26:3, New American Bible).

"When the Lord is pleased with a man’s ways, He makes even his enemies be at peace with him" (Proverbs 16:7 NAB).

"Those who love your law have great peace, and for them there is no stumbling block" (Psalm 119:165 NAB).

Dharma Bharathi offers a futile pursuit of worldly peace, a peace without a trust in the God of the Bible and His Law a peace that does not include the person and message of the Giver of genuine and everlasting peace, Jesus Christ.

Where does that New Age peace get them? Nowhere, by their operational record. The last time that I checked (in 2003 and again in 2009) there were three, that’s right, THREE, Dharma Bharathis. The one had become three.
In the Introduction to ‘Disciples of Christ for Peace’ we read that some persons "could not really understand Swami Sachidananda’s ‘call’ (and) many of them, including his wife parted ways with him." 

These ‘some persons’ include one Fr. Nn and a few others who broke away in July 1998 from the original DB founded by Swami Sachidananda Bharathi in Indore, having incorporated a new DB based at Indore under the slightly modified name of Dharma Bharathi National Institute of Value Education for Peace (while the Swami moved to Hyderabad). The breakaway Indore DB is now re-named the Universal Solidarity Movement!!

The split was acrimonious and scandalous. Hyderabad sought "to initiate legal action … against… Fr. Nn – who had appropriated “all files, properties, photo albums, account books” -- for betrayal of trust and fraud." The advisor to the Hyderabad set-up, Fr. Mm, who was negotiating an amicable settlement between Fr. Nn and the Swami, and who, too, corresponded with me, later instituted his own DB at Lucknow in a third Indian state! A three-way split among three Catholics working for inner and world peace, including two who were priests!!! The July 10, 2002, letter head of Fr. Mm’s Lucknow DB uses a different spelling, Bharati without the letter “h”.

So much for New Age peace! And harmony! … Among the DB promoters themselves.

For the record, the three DBS are not affiliated with the Church as far as I know. Before he launched his own variation, Fr. Mm had written to me, "Both Dharma Bharathis (Indore and Hyderabad) are doing good work and reach out to many parts of India through several hundred schools… Neither has and neither is interested in (Church) affiliation…" 

Moving on, a whole lot of religious and priests are engaged in this justice and peace thing; much of the latter is New Age.

My research found that most of them were liberals and dissenters (how can one not get poisoned by what one dishes out?) One example to illustrate: the Adrian Dominican Sisters of Adrian, Michigan are collaborators with many well-known dissenting groups in the Church. Perhaps the most notorious is NETWORK, who they correctly describe on their Peace and Justice Work site as a "progressive voice within the Catholic community". This is the same organization that sent a letter to members of Congress endorsing health care reform in defiance of the bishop’s stance against this legislation. Adrian Dominican Sister Josephine Gaugier OP, prioress of the Holy Rosary Mission Chapter, was a signatory on this letter.
They are also in collaboration with the Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) which is currently under investigation by the Vatican for its teachings concerning homosexuality, women’s ordination, and salvation.

(https://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?tag=spring-bank-retreat-center)

Let me give you more examples to demonstrate how feminist “peace” and New Age go hand in hand:
"Making way for the divine feminine was a path-breaking summit held recently in India under the auspices of the global peace initiative of women, which highlighted the pivotal role of women in creating a peaceful, harmonious and sustainable world."
(Peace - Wise Women on the Rise by Suma Varughese, Editor in Chief, New Age journal Life Positive, May 2008, http://www.lifepositive.com/Mind/Peace/Wise_Women_on_the_Rise52008.asp)
Also, go to their web page and check out the link on “Peace” http://www.lifepositive.com/mind/ethics-and-values/peace/peace.asp to get their (New Age) understanding of peace.
InterPlay India (read chapter 64), according to their literature, aims "as Peace collaborators, to co-create a Universe InterPlaying for Peace." InterPlay "is a peace practice that is the perfect antidote to stress and violence." "It reconnects us with the wisdom of our bodies." "It puts us in touch with Mother Earth and the entire cosmic community (read chapter 26)." "As part of a global peace movement the co-founders of InterPlay from USA and Australia and their team come every year for the InterPlay India Peace Exchange (IIPE) program." 
I have successfully established here the association between New Age Peace, Eco-Feminism and Radical Feminism (read chapter 59).
"Peace Circles are very problematic. Not only are they derived from indigenous pagan practices, but they’re being used for everything from facilitating respectful communication to discovering a "place of mystery from which synchronicity, magic and healing arise."

"According to the New England Literary Resource Center (http://www.nelrc.org/practice/peacecircles.html), “Peace circles draw directly from the tradition of the talking circle, common even today among indigenous people of North America … The concept of a peace circle draws on the Native or First People’s concept of the medicine wheel. 
"The medicine wheel reflects natural phenomena that occur in fours; for example, seasons, phases of the moon, and stages of life. The peace circle aims to promote a balanced approach to individual and community health with an equal emphasis on mental, physical, emotional and spiritual growth and well-being. The assumption is that if any one of the four components is neglected or violated the individual will be out of balance, and not "in a good way" with herself or her family and community.” 

"They go on to say that these circles are being used in the criminal justice system, education, human service organizations “and others interested in alternative processes for conflict resolution, decision making, community building, healing and support … The goal is to promote healing, harmony and a sense of connectedness.” 
The way the circle works is described by Mark Umbreit of the University of Minnesota’s Center for Restorative Justice and Peacemaking. A group sits in a circle and a facilitator manages the conversation by the passing of a "talking peace" – an object that has special meaning to the circle facilitator, who is referred to as the "circle keeper". After opening comments about the purpose of the circle, the keeper says a few things about the talking piece, than passes it to the person to his or her left. Only the person with the talking piece can speak. If others jump in with comments, they are reminded of the rules. No one has to speak if they don’t want to because this would cause "pressure" in the circle. If a person doesn’t want to speak, they simply pass the talking piece to the next person.

Umbreit credits feminist author Christina Baldwin (Calling the Circle, The First and Future Culture) as being one of the people responsible for introducing the circle into modern use. 

"However, I found her name linked with a very disturbing set of guidelines for the circle’s use which incorporates New Age concepts as well as the occult. (http://www.ca4women.org/circles.html) “The center is the heart of the circle. This is where the group mind and the group spirit reside. Set a table for them here – offer light, flowers, incense or whatever beautiful thing you might think of. You may add to this altar something that represents you – an item you bring specifically for this purpose or something of the moment – a piece of jewelry, scarf, photo from your wallet, etc.” The Guidelines go on to describe the center as representing the hearth or the fire pit around which humankind has gathered in a circle for hundreds of thousands of years. A candle placed in the middle represents life-giving fire, warmth, safety, home. “The center acts as a filter for what is spoken. We do not address a specific person when we speak from our hearts. We speak to the center, to the group mind and spirit. The center receives our words and allows them to pass through blessed and enhanced by Spirit. The center is the open vessel waiting to receive. It is a dancing floor, a threshing floor, a stage, a portal, all open and waiting for whatever might manifest. This is the place of mystery from which synchronicity, magic and healing arise.”
"The “center” in this description is clearly given magical powers that are “blessed and enhanced” by another power named only as Spirit. What is this power and where does it come from? And why are we building altars to a "group spirit"? 

Needless to say, there are many potential problems with the unsupervised use of circles in schools. While no one can argue with the promotion of more effective communication, facilitators can easily infuse this group session with pagan practices and rituals that are not compatible with Christianity. If the circle facilitators are using candles or other objects to build altars of worship to "group spirits" or any "Spirit" or power other than God, this is a violation of the First Commandment. 

Because of the religious overtures in the use of peace circles, you have every right to insist that the school respect the "separation of church and state" and stop introducing children to pagan practices under the guise of learning how to communicate better." (Peace Circles, Susan Brinkmann, https://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=237)
"New Age has been a source of ideas for various religious and para-religious sects… It is a syncretistic structure incorporating many diverse elements, allowing people to share interests or connections to very different degrees and on varying levels of commitment. Many trends, practices and attitudes which are in some way part of New Age are, indeed, part of a broad and readily identifiable reaction to mainstream culture, so the word "movement" is not entirely out of place. It can be applied to New Age in the same sense as it is to other broad social movements, like the Civil Rights movement or the Peace Movement; like them, it includes a bewildering array of people linked to the movement's main aims, but very diverse in the way they are involved and in their understanding of particular issues." (JCBWL #2)

"If mantras or what is called mindfulness leads to a certain inner stillness, peace, it may well contribute to a certain self-generated psychological equilibrium, but it must never be confused with the true mystical contemplation of God."
(David Torkington, http://www.davidtorkington.com/christian-mysticism-and-its-counterfeit/) 

"Marianne Williamson believes A Course in Miracles (read Section C) can, and does generate real and lasting peace. She will undoubtedly be very involved in our Government’s "U.S. Department of Peace" if she can help to make it a reality. She is the founder of The Peace Alliance, a grassroots campaign group working to install in our Government, this "Department of Peace", as a complement to our Department of Defense. This group’s numbers are growing daily, nationwide, thanks to Oprah’s enthusiastic promotion of Marianne Williamson. Marianne has said that the head of the Department of Peace will be VERY influential in our Government’s policy making, “having the ear of the President” as it dispenses advice on the art and science of "Peace keeping". Knowing that Marianne Williamson is a world renowned devotee of A Course in Miracles and the channeled spirit who authored it, and knowing full well what the Course teaches, I find myself thinking of a certain passage in Scripture: "And Jesus wept, for they knew not the ways of peace”.  Luke 19:41 (paraphrase)"  
(Sharon Lee Giganti, http://jamesparkinsoncult.blogspot.com/2011/11/warning-about-course-in-miracles.html) 

"A yearning for spirituality and a good dose of distress can even lead Catholics to the New Age, says a member of the Pontifical Academy of Theology.

Q: Peace and happiness are the feelings New Age proposes.
Father Scarafoni: It's true, but they are aspirations whose way of fulfillment goes against the Catholic Church.
The conclusions shared by these and other ways of searching for peace and happiness are: the need to abolish truths and dogmas that break and divide the vision of reality, and refuge in intuition and in the irrational mysterious; the need to suppress churches or forms of stable organization of religions, especially the hierarchy of the Catholic Church; the search for a new mysticism accessible to all."
(Responding to the Lure of New Age – Interview with Father Paolo Scarafoni of the Academy of Theology, 27 February 2004 worldwide video conference on “The Church, New Age and Sects,” https://zenit.org/articles/responding-to-the-lure-of-new-age/)
Christian practices far surpass human-based methods like meditations and actually draw us into the presence of God, where we can find authentic peace and healing. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, offers us a peace that the world cannot give: 

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you." -John 14:27 NAB
"Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." -St. Paul in Philippians 4:7 NAB
"May the God of peace himself make you perfectly holy and may you entirely, spirit, soul and body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." -St. Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:23 NAB

"Pacem in Terris, (Peace on Earth) Encyclical of Pope John XXIII on Establishing Universal Peace in Truth, Justice, Charity, and Liberty", April 11, 1963
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-xxiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem.html 
