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Nine students given “Honesty award”
https://mattersindia.com/2020/12/nine-students-given-honesty-award/

Lima Varghese, Indore, December 30, 2020 
The Honesty Foundation of Goa on December 30 honored nine high students from around India for imbibing and practising ethical and moral values.

A virtual function to confer the “Honesty Awards” was held on the last day of the annual three-day Knit India program organized by the Indore-based Universal Solidarity Movement.

The awards comprise10,001 rupees and a certificate.

While addressing more than 500 participants of the function, Anil D’Souza, a trustee of Honesty foundation, congratulated the recipients of the awards for their honest way of living, by imbibing and practicing ethical and moral values.

He also said that honesty is not mere telling the truth, but basically being honest to oneself. He appealed to school principals and parents to institute honesty awards in their respective schools and workplaces for promoting honesty.

Four of the awardees came from Madhya Pradesh, central India, two from Maharashtra, west, one each from Haryana (north), Odisha (east) and Tamil Nadu (south).

The winners from Madhya Pradesh are Nilay Rawal of Carmel Convent Sr. Sec. School, Neemuch, Aatra Ansari, St. Mary’s Convent Senior Secondary School, Bhopal, Bhakti Jugani of Servite Convent Senor Secondary School, Hoshangabad, and Sara Qureshi of Carmel Convent School, Gwalior,

The Maharashtra winners are Mrunali Bhiungade of Auxilium Convent School, Lonawala, and Komal Chauthe of St. Joseph’s English High School, Buldana.

The others are Cruz Joshna of St. Joseph’s Matriculation Higher Secondary School, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, Mabel Jacqueline Fernandes of St. Anthony’s Secondary School, Faridabad, Haryana, and Ajinkya Sanjay Ghoratkar of St Arnold’s School, Jhartarang, Odisha.

The awards were set up on December 30, 2012, by Bernardo D’Souza, an industrialist from Goa, It was in answer to his quest for something that nobody had done so far.

He realized that instead of lamenting over the spread of corruption, the source of all evils, it was better to promote honesty, the mother of the virtues like love, compassion, kindness and justice.

D’Souza entrusted USM the task of selecting the awardees and organizing the award ceremony every year. In the past nine years, the foundation has given the awards to 67 students for practicing honesty in their lives.

The awardees are selected in consultation with the principals of the schools based on the criteria decided by the Honesty Foundation.

Bishop Chacko Thottumarickal of Indore, who presided over the award function, commended the awardees saying that honesty manifests the God who is present in humans.

Chief Guest of the function Doctor Victor Paul, head of the Department of Social Work and Sociology of Christ University, Bangalore, stressed the need for ‘Action and Reflection’ to become an honest person.
THIS IS AN ANNUAL FEATURE

Eleven students honored with honesty award
https://mattersindia.com/2019/12/eleven-students-honored-with-honesty-award/

Jacob Peenikaparambil, Indore, December 30, 2019

The Indore-based Universal Solidarity Movement (USM) and the Honesty Foundation Goa on December 30 honored 11 students of 11 schools from six states with the Honesty Award 2019.

Since 2012, the Honesty Foundation Goa has awarded students who are honest in practising the values they imbibe from the USM programs.

Bishop Chacko Thottumarickal of Indore, the chief guest, and Bharat Chaparwal, a former vice chancellor of Devi Ahaliya Viswa Vidyalaya, the guest of honor gave away the awards comprising 10,001 rupees and a memento and certificate at a function held at Prerana Sadan, the Indore diocesan pastoral center.
The award was launched following Honesty Foundation founder Bernardo D’Souza, an industrialist from Goa, raised the question: “Why not I do something which nobody has done so far?”

The answer was the birth of the foundation on December 30, 2012. D’Souza decided together with his wife Domino and children to give back a part of his income to society through Honesty Foundation for promoting honesty and encouraging honest people.

The foundation entrusted USM the task of selecting the awardees and organizing the award function.

Addressing the gathering Bishop Thottumarickal expressed happiness that Indore has been declared the cleanest city in India by the Swatch Bharat Mission three times consecutively.

“Along with external cleanliness we need internal purity. The students who are honoured today are internally pure because of their honesty,” the Divine Word prelate said. He appealed the audience to take inspiration from D’Souza and the 11 students and become heralds of honesty”.

Chaparwal in his address referred to the present unrest in society and the response of the youth to what is happening in the country. He appreciated the youth for voicing forcefully against dishonest and divisive policies being implemented in the country today. While appreciating the awardees he appealed to them to be honest to the legacy of the freedom fighters and to the values enshrined in the Constitution of India.

The students who received honesty awards are 1) Aliasger Merchant of Don Bosco Academy Alirajpur 2) Aishwarya Singh of St. Mary’s Convent Senior Secondary School, Bhopal, 3) Ayanika Chauhan of Holy Angels Convent School, Muzzafar Nagar 4) Faiza Bagban of Auxilium Convent School, Lonavala, Maharashtra 5) Hiranya Soni of St. Mary’s Convent Senior Secondary School, Teetardi, Udaipur, Rajasthan 6) Laksh Dua of St. Antony’s Secondary School, Faridabad 7) Lavesh Mathur of St. Teresa’s School, Mansarovar, Jaipur, 8) Ojaswini Thakur of St. Theresa’s School, Bhopal 9) Sheetal Pushpika Thirkey of Ursuline Convent School, Gumla, Jharkhand 10) Tanishka Joshi of Carmel Convent Senior Secondary School, Neemuch, MP 11) Vivek Ravindra Lankeswar of St. Joseph English High School, Buldana, Maharashtra.
Students awarded for honesty
https://mattersindia.com/2019/01/students-awarded-for-honesty
Jacob Peenikaparambil, Indore, January 2, 2019

A movement that promotes value education for peace has awarded seven students from various parts of India for their honest way of living the core human ethical values.

“This award will always remind your conscience to be honest in what you speak and do,” said Awadesh Kumar Goswami, a police official who was the chief guest at the Honesty Award function held on December 30 at the headquarters of the Universal Solidarity Movement (USM) in Indore, Madhya Pradesh state.

The students were recommended by their school principals for the Honesty Award 2018.

While commending the awardees, Goswami recalled what his father had told him when he joined as a police officer: “Speak to yourself at the end of every day and reflect on what your conscience tells you.”

Following the advice has helped him remain an honest person for 23 years in a department often accused of corruption, he said and urged the students to adopt the same practice and remain faithful to the award they received.

The students who received the award for the year 2018 are: Devanshu Agrawal of St. Thomas School, Mandsaur, Aditya Singh of St. Antony’s School, Faridabad, Haryana, Taiba Makrani of Don Bosco Academy, Alirajpur, Soofia Khan of St. Theresa’s School, Bhopal, Siddhi Deshpande of Auxilium Convent School, Lonawala, M.S, Krishna Arjun Aachari, Convent of Jesus and Mary School, Petlad, Gujarat and Harshwardan of St. Ganelli Convent School, Nagpur, Maharashtra

Bishop Chacko Thotturmarickal of Indore, who chaired the function, told the awardees that the recognition challenges them to remain honest throughout their life.

“You walk the path of honesty and success will follow you,” the Divine Word prelate told the audience that consisted mainly of students and teachers. “To be honest is the best way to realize God because God is truth,” he added.

The award was set up by Bernado De Souza, an industrialist from Goa, who was upset over the rampant corruption in society. “Why not I do something to promote honesty instead of lamenting over the spread of corruption.” The result was the birth of Honesty Foundation in 2012 to promote honesty, especially among the youth.

Together with his wife Domino and children he decided to give back a part of his hard earned resources to society through Honesty Foundation for promoting honesty and encouraging honest people.

The method adopted by De Souza was to award a few school students every year for their honesty. He entrusted USM the task of selecting the awardees and organizing the award function every year. USM has been performing this task since 2016 on the occasion of ‘Knit India.’

Since its inception, the foundation has awarded 47 students. Due to health reasons De Souza could attend the award function.

Since 2012 the honesty award function has become a part of ‘Knit India,” a four-day live together of students, teachers and principals of various schools from different states of India.

The latest meet began on December 28, 2018, with 98 students and 27 teachers from 15 schools.
“When the divisive forces are spreading hatred and revenge and thereby breaking India, USM is making an attempt through ‘Knit India’ to build an inclusive and pluralistic India by instilling in the students the values of peace and harmony,” one of the organizers said.

The four-day event consists of sharing experience by the students and teachers, inspirational sharing by persons, who have made a difference in their lives by making a significant contribute to the society, and various group activities.

Majority of the participants of ‘Knit India’ are the members of USM who have participated in seven days Enlightened Leadership Training in USM. At the end of the leadership training the students had taken certain resolutions for transforming their lives and through them society.

During the ‘Knit India,’ the participants share with others about the transformation that has taken place in them as a result of becoming part of USM.

This year being the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and Kasturba Gandhi, one day is set apart for sharing and reflection on Mahatma Gandhi and his contribution to build a peaceful and harmonious India.

The program concluded on New Year eve with one hour inter-religious prayer for peace and celebrating and welcoming 2019.
KNIT India opens with call to respect all faiths
https://mattersindia.com/2020/12/knit-india-2020-opens-with-call-to-respect-all-faiths/
Bincy George, Indore, December 29, 2020

The annual Knit India program of Indore’s Universal Solidarity Movement (USM) opened December 28 with keynote speaker Lavina D’Souza* stressing the need to respect all faiths.

“As USM members, let us never forget the most important religion which is the religion of humanity. The beauty of USM is we welcome everyone and we respect everyone’s faith. Let us not forget to practice human religion,” D’Souza appealed to the participants from the United States on the zoom. She has been associated with USM for the past 21 years.

More than 370 students, teachers and principals from various parts of India and friends of USM are attending the program.

D’Souza shared how USM transformed her to become a person of integrity, compassion and respect for all. In her half an hour address, she shared the core values she learned from USM and how she has been practicing them during the last 21 years.

“I learned that every religion taught good things. Every religion teaches us to be better human beings and live a life of discipline, character and honesty”, she told the participants.

Based on her experience she told the young people to avoid shortcuts in life and adopt hard work and emphasized that hard work with honesty and integrity is the sure means to success. “Integrity is what you do when no one is watching you; the most important thing is what our actions are when no one is watching us,” she said.

Rotarian Pradeep Wagh, the chief guest of the inaugural session, told the participants that the leadership training in USM helps students develop their co-relation skill, intellectual capacity, communication and thinking skills. He urged the participants to maximize the God within them or maximize the soul strength.

Journalist Sylvester Lobo from Bombay shared his experience of amazing hospitality in USM. He said that he could see and experience in USM what USM founder director Father Varghese Alengaden has written in his latest book, “Spirituality of Hospitality.”

Knit India is an annual event organized by the Indore based USM from December 28 to 31. Students, teachers, principals from different schools of India participate in the four day live together and experience the beauty and richness of unity in diversity.

The four- day event consists of motivational talks by persons who have made a difference, sharing by students, teachers and alumni of different schools how USM and its values influenced their lives and cultural programmes by the students of different schools.

Because of Covid 19, Knit India 2020 is organized virtually on the zoom. Students, teachers and principals from 21 schools from different states of India are participating in Knit India 2020.

On December 30, the program will honor 9 students from 9 schools with the honesty award by Honesty Foundation Goa in collaboration with USM. Knit India 2020 end on December 31 with the presentation of a comprehensive report and distribution certificates to the participants.

Knit India inaugurated in Indore
http://mattersindia.com/2019/12/knit-india-inaugurated-in-indore/
Jacob Peenikaparambil, Indore, December 28, 2019

About 100 students and teachers from different states of India are attending in the 52th meeting of the Knit India movement that opened on December 28 in Indore, the commercial capital of Madhya Pradesh state.
Knit India is a live-together of students, teachers and principals for four days. Most participants had earlier attended the Enlightened Leadership Training in the Indore-based Universal Solidarity Movement (USM).

Father Joby Anand, director of the Prerana Sadan, the Indore diocesan pastoral center where the program is being held, appealed the youth to stand up and fight non-violently to safeguard the core values of the Indian Constitution. He lauded the university students for the courage to protest against the discriminatory Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and to protect the core constitutional value of equality.

“Mahatma Gandhi is returning to India,” said the priest who was the chief guest. He specifically pointed out that the student protest was by and large non-violent. In fact, some students offered rose flowers to police officials. Father Anand reminded the youth that dissent is the soul of democracy, but it should be expressed through non-violent ways.
During the four days the participants will share their experience of practicing the values they had imbibed through the leadership training and the transformation that has taken place in them. They also will listen to inspiring talks given by persons who make a difference in the society through their unique contribution while leading a life of honesty and integrity.

The participants will put up cultural programs based on harmony among religions, women empowerment, responsible use of media and other socially relevant themes. They also will be given different tasks to bring out their creativity and originality.

Through all these activities a bonding will take place among the students and teachers belonging to different religions, castes and regions.

St Paul Father Vincent Carmel, former director of USM, welcomed the chief guest and the participants. Neetu Joshi, the chief trainer of USM, explained the dynamics of Knit India and the role of the participants. Nitish Barole anchored the function.
Souvenir of the 2nd National KNIT-INDIA 2000 Seminar held at Bangalore (December 29, 2000 to January 2, 2001) at St. Joseph’s Convent/St. Francis Xavier’s Girls’ High School, under the auspices of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Tarbes:
Page 5. A report on Knit India Agra 2002 in which 14 schools of UP participated. They “prayed together using readings from various holy scriptures.” (Fr.?) George Paul, Principal of Christ the King School and (Fr.?) Varghese Kunnath, DB-UP Regional Coordinator addressed the gathering.

Page six. DB Programme launched in Loreto Convent, New Delhi. “The students committed to promote the pluralistic vision of the movement…
*Lavina D’Souza’s “acquaintance with Dharma Bharathi** was casual when she happened to read a copy of ‘Renaissance’ magazine” and “decided to give her services as a fulltime worker.” (Souvenir, page 22)

One of Fr. Varghese Alengaden’s journals is ‘Renaissance’.

The March-April 2002 issue of the 8-page magazine has many noble reflections, but there was nothing in it even vaguely Christian.

“Awaken the Woman in Man” is the title of an article by Varghese Alengaden to celebrate Women’s Day on the 8th of March. “Women will be empowered only when men are able to awaken the woman in them[selves].”

Page one contains an ode to “Pluralism A Unique National Heritage.” Alengaden gave a seminar for the heads of institutions run by Dominican sisters in Kerala and another for the Franciscan Handmaids of the Good Shepherd. The fruit: “Both have resolved to promote pluralistic spirituality.”

DB-I released a bi-lingual Hindi/English pocket book (Sangam) containing “readings from various Holy Scriptures and a brief introduction of all religions.”

St. Mary’s Convent, Kanpur was introduced to DB by Fr. Siby, Fr. Cyril and Sr. Marion IBMV. “We conducted a prayer service… based on Dharma Bharathi** spirituality… and selected readings from various Holy Scriptures.”

**DHARMA BHARATHI-NEW AGE IN CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 2002/2003/JUNE 2009 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-NEW_AGE_IN_CATHOLIC_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc
**DHARMA BHARATHI ASHRAM NEW AGE GURU SWAMI SACHIDANANDA BHARATHI BACKED BY BISHOPS 9/14 DECEMBER 2019 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI_ASHRAM_NEW_AGE_GURU_SWAMI_SACHIDANANDA_BHARATHI_BACKED_BY_BISHOPS.doc
MORE RELATED FILES
FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN-UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT IS NEW AGE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADEN-UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT.doc
CHARISMATIC RETREAT PREACHER FR FRANKLIN D’SOUZA AND FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN’S NEW AGE UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHARISMATIC_RETREAT_PREACHER_FR_FRANKLIN_DSOUZA_AND_FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADENS_NEW_AGE_UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT.doc
FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN’S NEW AGE UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT NURTURED BY BISHOPS, PREACHES RETREATS TO THEM 30 DECEMBER 2019 17 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADENS_NEW_AGE_UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT_NURTURED_BY_BISHOPS_PREACHES_RETREATS_TO_THEM.doc
FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN’S NEW AGE UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT NURTURED BY BISHOPS, PREACHES RETREATS TO THEM 02 30 DECEMBER 2019 8 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADENS_NEW_AGE_UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT_NURTURED_BY_BISHOPS_PREACHES_RETREATS_TO_THEM_02.doc 
NEW AGE PEACE GURU FR. ALENGADEN WARNS CHURCH OF BJP, HINDU RASHTRA DANGERS ON BEHALF OF INDORE BISHOP 11 JANUARY 2021  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEW_AGE_PEACE_GURU_ FR_ALENGADEN_WARNS_CHURCH_OF_BJP_HINDU_RASHTRA_DANGERS_ON_BEHALF_OF_INDORE_BISHOP.doc
NEW AGE PEACE GURU FR. VARGHESE ALENGADEN’S PARTNER, LIBERAL PORTAL MATTERS INDIA 20 MARCH 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEW_AGE_PEACE_GURU_FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADENS_PARTNER_LIBERAL_PORTAL_MATTERS_INDIA.doc
SR. LORETTA PINTO CSST PRESIDENT OF NEW AGE PEACE GURU FR. VARGHESE ALENGADEN’S UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT DIES 22 MARCH 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SR_LORETTA_PINTO_CSST_PRESIDENT_OF_NEW_AGE_PEACE_GURU_FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADENS_UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT_DIES.doc
NEW AGE PEACE GURU FR. VARGHESE ALENGADEN RELEASES BOOK 1 APRIL 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEW_AGE_PEACE_GURU_ FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADEN_RELEASES_BOOK.doc
INDORE BISHOP’S NEW AGE PEACE GURU FR. ALENGADEN ADVOCATES A RELIGIONLESS SPIRITUALITY 8 JUNE 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INDORE_BISHOPS_NEW_AGE_PEACE_GURU_FR_ALENGADEN_ADVOCATES_A_RELIGIONLESS_SPIRITUALITY.doc
NEW AGE PEACE GURU FR. ALENGADEN DETERMINES CRITERIA FOR ONE TO BE A BISHOP 7 AUGUST 2021 http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEW_AGE_PEACE_GURU_FR_ALENGADEN_DETERMINES_CRITERIA_FOR_ONE_TO_BE_A_BISHOP.doc
NEW AGE PEACE GURU FR. ALENGADEN FAVOURS VERSUS POPULUM AGAINST AD ORIENTEM 16 AUGUST 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/NEW_AGE_PEACE_GURU_FR_ALENGADEN_FAVOURS_VERSUS_POPULUM_AGAINST_AD_ORIENTEM.doc
