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            During the Year for Priests many people have been praying for the ordained ministers of the Church. In some parishes and convents, there are regular holy hours. In many places the parish councils are inviting all the priests who have ministered in their parish and honoring and thanking them for their service. Some individuals and families have even adopted a priest and assured him their continued prayerful support. All this may serve some purpose, but it is far too little. What is much more important is that we go back to the roots.
The Council of Trent (1545-1564) teaches that during the Last Supper, Jesus instituted the priesthood. In its 22nd session it declares:
He offered up to God the Father His own body and blood under the species of bread and wine; and, under the symbols of those same things, He delivered (His own body and blood) to be received by His apostles, whom He then constituted priests of the New Testament;
 and by those words, Do this in commemoration of me, He commanded them and their successors in the priesthood, to offer (them); even as the Catholic Church has always understood and taught.

We have the same teaching in a canon: “If any one says, that by the words, “Do this as a memorial of me” (Lk 22:19; 1 Cor 11.24), Christ did not establish the apostles  as priests or that he did not order that they and other priests should offer His own body and blood; let him be anathema.”
 Many think that the Council defined the meaning of Lk 22.19: “Do this as a memorial of me”. Trent maintains that this is how ‘the Catholic Church has always understood and taught’. Its approach is basically cultic.

The Second Vatican Council does not speak about the institution of the priesthood, but it sees the priestly ministry within a much wider context. In this Year for Priests, it will be helpful to go back to the sources. We need to see how the New Testament has presented the priesthood of Jesus. Only then will we get a proper understanding of the priesthood of the new People of God.

Our God Is Holy

To appreciate better what the New Testament has to say about cult and cultic priesthood, we need to see it against the background of the Old Testament. In his vision, Isaiah hears the angels singing: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory” (6.3). This is a central truth of the Old Testament books. They “consider God the ideal manifestation, indeed the source of holiness... The title ‘Holy One of Israel’ reflects this supremacy [of God]... Paradoxically this high holiness may make it difficult for people to worship him.”
 We see this in the book of Exodus. When God descended on a mountain to reveal himself to Moses, definite limits were set, and no other person – under pain of death – could come in the vicinity of that place (19.12-13). Similarly Moses pitched the tent where he met God outside the residential area of the Israelites. This meant that to meet God he had to go away from his people, and the people would stand at a distance and watch (33.7-8).

God’s holiness is the concern of the first part of the Decalogue. First, we have only one God, there is none other like Him. Second, He is so holy nothing we make can really express Him, and hence we should not pretend to make any image of Him. Third, for the same reason, we need to pronounce His name with great respect. Fourth, we remind ourselves that we belong to the Holy One by regularly celebrating the Sabbath. 
 A special offering was made on the Sabbath (Num 28.9-10). The observance of Sabbath, originally linked with the liberating experience from Egypt (Ex 20.8.11; Deut 5.12-15), and as such embodying a concern for human freedom,
 becomes more and more rigid. The sacred writer had no hesitation to tell us that even God observed this rule (Gen 2.2). A person guilty of violating the Sabbath could be put to death (Ex 31.12-17). We see this actually in the Book of Numbers: a man gathering sticks to cook his food is put to death (15.32-36).
The Book of Exodus gives us detailed guidelines for the celebrations of the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread (12.1-28; 12.43-13.10). It also speaks about other festivals (23.14-18; 34.18-26), and the daily offerings to be made on the altar (29.38-46). 
So too we have instructions about the construction of the altar (20.22-26; 30.1-38; 37.25-29). The Israelites are told what offerings they are to bring to the Lord (25.1-9); how they are to construct the Ark of the Covenant and the Tabernacle that will house it and its consecration, and the items that will adorn the Tabernacle (25.10-27.22; 35.1-29; 36.8-38; 37.1-38.31; 39.32-43; 40.1-38). We also have elaborate descriptions of the rites of consecration of priests and of the vestments they should use when ministering in the Tabernacle (28.1-29.37; 39.1-31). All this data is also found in the other books of the Pentateuch (Lev 8.1-36; 23.15-43; Num 9.1-14; 28.1-31; 29.12-40; Deut 16.1-17).
            The Book of Leviticus can be called the book of those who belong to the tribe of Levi, the tribe of priests. It is replete with descriptions of all kinds of offerings and sacrifices; of clean and unclean animals, clean and unclean persons – a typically cultic concern; of festivals and days of atonement. We also have a full chapter providing us information about the inauguration of the priesthood of Aaron (9), and another of the fate of those who presume to assume priestly privileges unto themselves (10). The Book of Numbers gives us information about the son of Aaron and the Levites (3.1-39; 8.5-26): all members of the priestly tribe.

In the Book of Deuteronomy, the cultic dimension of the life Israel gets further focused: now there are some special places of worship (12.13-28). People are expected to contribute towards the maintenance of priests and places of worship (14.22-29). We are also informed about the privileges of priests and Levites (18.1-8). It also warns the Israelites against the possible influence of paganism: pagan shrines ought to be destroyed (12.1-12); their rituals to be avoided (14.1-2; 16.21-17.7; 18.9-14). What is very surprising is that Ezekiel, who otherwise has an apocalyptic style, speaks about a new temple, with its holy chambers and walls, its altar; about the priests who are to minister at the altar; about the offerings to be made and the festivals to be celebrated (40.1-45.25).


With the establishment of the monarchy and the subsequent building of the Temple, Jerusalem becomes the centre of Israel’s cult. Every pious Israelite wanted to visit this Holy City, and to enter the House of the Lord. Even when he could not actually make this journey, he would turn towards Jerusalem for and in his prayer. A community, whole life is so much dominated by cult and cultic attitudes, tends to lose authentic religiosity. The Sabbath that originally was for man, embodying God’s concern for His children, now becomes oppressive: man becomes a slave of the Sabbath. The prophets come down heavily against the distorted understanding of cult (Is 1.12-15; Amos 5.21-23).
 

Our God Is Love

Holiness tends to create borders: sacred and profane, clean and unclean. Love, on the other hand, crosses all boundaries. For John, God is love (1 Jn 4.16). Hence for him, Jesus is God’s eternal Word, pitching his tent right in our midst (Jn 1.14).
 In Jesus God is with us. Hence to worship Him, as Jesus tells the Samaritan woman, we no longer need to go either to the Jerusalem temple on Mount Sion, or to the Samaritan shrine on Mount Gerizim (John 4.20-24). For the Jews the Temple in Jerusalem was not just a place of worship. It was a powerful symbol of their being the people of God: One God, one temple, one priesthood, one king and of course one people. In course of time the People of God experience a crisis. The kingdom is divided, and this division is sealed with the construction of another temple. The Samaritan woman questions Jesus as to which is the right place to worship God. Jesus’ answer takes her by surprises He questions the very presuppositions underlying the question: God must be worship in a cultic manner. This worship must take place in a temple. There is only one right place to worship God. Jesus makes it very clear: the real worship of God is not cultic. It is a deeper experience, an experience that takes place in our hearts, an experience that makes our hearts temples not merely for our God, but also for his sons and daughters.


In his Gospel, John has five chapters about the Last Supper. What is very surprising is that we do not have the text of the institution of Eucharist. Different theories have been put forward to explain John’s omission. One explanation is that by the time John’s Gospel was composed – towards the end of the first century, the Eucharist had already been ritualized. People forgot its real meaning. John is not comfortable with the idea that Jesus, who speaks so much of love for one another, should want a ritual to be his primary memorial. When John reports the washing of the feet, he is forcefully drawing our attention to the fact that Jesus is among us not as a lord who commands us, not as a ministerial priest who claims special privileges, but as a humble servant who attends to us with great love, love unto death.


The Second Vatican Council wants us to think that “the liturgy, ‘through which the work of our redemption is accomplished,’ most of all in the divine sacrifice of the Eucharist, is the outstanding means whereby the faithful may express in their lives, and manifest to others, the mystery of Christ and the real nature of the true Church.”
 John, I am afraid, would not be happy with this statement. According to him, it is the love we have for one another that will reveal to the world that we are the disciples of Jesus (13.35). It is the union of love among them that will reveal to the world that the Father has loved us and so has sent His son to us, for us (17.21, 23). For John, love of neighbour is the outstanding sign of Christ’s presence in the world today.

Jesus is the person who is totally for the Father and for his sisters and brothers. 
Jesus symbolizes God’s concern for us. He is the incarnate presence of God’s love for us. So he can mediate between God and us. He can shepherd the People of God. This explains why when he is asking Peter to shepherd his sheep, he demands more love from him. The more we love Jesus the more we will become like him. Then we shall love others as he did. Then, like Peter, we too shall be called to share in his crucifixion (21.15-19), for love can be very crucifying. This centrality of love for others is also reflected in the Synoptics.

Matthew has collected the teachings of Jesus in five great sermons, with narrative sections in between. Some commentators see in this arrangement an evocation of the Pentateuch.
 
I consider the Beatitudes (5.3-12) as the ‘Matthean Decalogue’.
 But unlike the original Decalogue, the Beatitudes do not contain any explicit concern for God’s holiness, but emphasise human integrity. The “traits of those who are proclaimed ‘happy’ could well be taken as a description of the behavior of Jesus himself.”
 The writer “transforms a short messianic manifesto into a programme of life, a list of desirable qualities or virtues.

Just as the Beatitudes are the first part of the first discourse, the Judgement of the Nations (25.31-46) is the last part of the last discourse. Here again the focus is exclusively on human integrity, revealed in concern for the needy. There is absolutely no reference to any act of cult or piety. The demands the King makes are not addressed to people belonging to any particular religion. They are an invitation to be just good humans. If John sees God pitching His tent among us in Jesus, then Matthew sees the person in need as mediating the presence of the Risen Lord. Such a person is the sacrament of the real presence of Jesus, because whatever we do to help a needy person we do it for Jesus. A person in need becomes Immanuel for us, for through him God is with us, inviting us to accept Him.


For Matthew, compassion for the needy is the real cult. He alone shows Jesus quoting Hos 6.6a: “I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice” (9.13; 12.7). The original text speaks of faithful love (hesed). This indicates the mutual love between the covenantal partners: God loves us faithfully and we too are expected to love him in like manner. On the other hand, in the LXX – from where Matthew quotes – we have eleos. This indicates the relation of the stronger towards the weaker, and carries with it the idea of compassion. Thus already in the LXX, there is a shift: God does not want cultic sacrifice, nor so much that we love Him (hesed), but that we be compassionate towards our weaker brothers and sisters (eleos). It is they who need our love. For Matthew, this is also what Jesus expects of us: not cult but compassion.


In Luke’s Gospel too the love of neighbour gets priority over cult. After receiving the good news of salvation, Mary hurries to help her cousin Elizabeth. Only then does she sing her hymn of thanksgiving (1.26-56). In the parable of the Good Samaritan, the priest and the Levite do not help the man in need lest they incur cultic impurity. The Samaritan was perpetually impure. Yet it is he who is acceptable to God (10.25-37). The disciples on the way to Emmaus felt their hearts burning when Jesus explained the scriptures to them, yet they failed to recognise him. It is only when Jesus breaks bread for them do they know they are with him (Lk 24.13-35). This gesture of breaking bread is the symbol of Jesus: the person totally broken for others. The episode has Eucharistic overtones.
 We may explain the scripture beautifully to others, but they may still not recognise Jesus. They will surely do so when they see us becoming the bread broken for others. Only when, in memory of Jesus and empowered by him, we tell our sisters and brothers, not merely in words, but through our life, “This is my body broken for you. This is my blood shed for you,” will we help them to recognise Jesus.

In the Old Testament, the observance of the Sabbath was to remind the Israelites that they are God’s people. Mark shows Jesus putting concern for humans above the laws governing the observance of the Sabbath (2.27). When asked about the greatest commandment, Jesus first recites the Shema, ‘the principal Jewish confession of faith’
: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one; and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.” He then adds: “The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these” (12.29-31). Paul, who was once a zealous Jew, goes further. He so to say puts aside the Shema, and simply states: “the whole law is fulfilled in one word, ‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself’” (Gal 5.14). Only by loving our neighbour can we love God.

In the New Testament we have only one text that explicitly speaks of the early Christian practice of breaking bread together as ‘the Lord’s Supper’ (I Cor 11.20). What is very painful is that Paul tells the Christians at Corinth that what they celebrate is not the Lord’s Supper. Before the actual celebration of the Eucharist, the Christians would gather for ‘a love meal’ (agapē), bringing food and drink along with them. This they would share with each other. What was happening at Corinth was anything but a love meal. The rich sat together in one corner, while the poor in another. The former had enough of good food and drink, while the latter did not have enough.

Paul is so upset with this sort of behaviour that he scolds the Corinthians and tells them that there is heresy and schism among them. Later on these terms will be used to denote doctrinal differences. This is another temptation of organized and cultic religion: to shift from life values to doctrinal formulae. Paul was more concerned with the quality of life. As there was a serious violation of basic Christian ethics – the call to love, he tells the Corinthians that whatever they may claim to be doing, they are not celebrating the Lord’s Supper. Their behaviour is a blatant negation of the Eucharist. For Paul the greatest gift the Lord gives to his church is not the Eucharist, but the ability to love (1. Cor 13.13). All other aspects of Christian life, even the Eucharist, make sense only if we love.
Life Is Worship


In the New Testament we come across some cult-related words that are used to indicate the cult of the Old Testament or some pagan rite only: hierateia (priestly office, Lk 1.9; Heb 7.5),
 hierateu( (serve as a priest, Lk 1.8),
 hierothutos (offered in sacrifice, 1 Cor 10.28).
 There are some other words that indicate cult related items,
 but we find them frequently used in a non-cultic sense.


We have already noted that Jesus insists that compassion is greater than sacrifice (thusia, Mt 9.13; 12.7). His own life and death is a real sacrifice (Eph 5.2; Heb 9.26). It replaces the all older sacrifices (10.5,), and is for all time to come (Heb 10.12). In Mk 9.49 we have a variant which reads: “Every sacrifice will be salted with salt.” In this unit (9.42-50), Jesus teaches us to avoid scandal and, if need be, to renounce whatever tends to lead us astray. By doing this we have salt within ourselves, we preserve ourselves from moral decay. The variant suggests that integrity of life ‘salts’ the sacrifice, preserves it from decay. Paul sees his ministry on behalf of the Philippians as a sacrifice (Phil 2.17). The financial help they sent him is seen by him as a sweet smelling sacrifice (Phil 4.18). Christians are called to offer a sacrifice to God, singing His praises with their lips (Heb 13.15), themselves becoming a spiritual sacrifice (1 Pet 2.5), offering their bodies as a living sacrifice (Rom 12.1).

The life of Jesus is a most excellent liturgy (leitourgia) since the covenant he mediates – through his passion, death and resurrection – is superior to that of the Old Testament (Heb 8.6). Paul himself describes his ministry of helping the Philippians to grow in faith as sacred service (Phil 2.17). Material help offered to the needy is liturgy (Rom 15.27; 2 Cor 9.12; Phil 2.30). The word leiturgos (liturgist) denotes civil authorities, whom we pay taxes (Rom 13.6). It also points to Paul’s ministry as an apostle unto the nations (15.16). Epaphroditus, who brought Paul the collection made by the Philippians for him, is their apostle and liturgist (Phil 2.25). So too the angels are heavenly liturgists (Heb 1.7). Most of all, we have a new high priest and liturgist: Jesus Christ himself, who is always with the Father, mediating on our behalf (Heb 8.1-2). 


Paul invites us to offer our body as holy worship to God (latreia, Rom 12.1). His preaching of the Gospel is worship (1.9). Christians are called to offer worship to God in spirit (Phil 3.3). Jesus loved us, and he gave himself up as a fragrant offering (prosphora) to God (Eph 5.2). He insists that love of God and neighbour is greater than sacrifice and burnt-offerings (holokautōma, Mk 12.33). Peter calls the Christians to live a holy life, to become a living temple (oikos) for God, and be a holy priesthood (hierateuma, 1 Pet 2.5). They are chosen by God to be a royal priesthood (9).


Jesus is spoken of as a priest only in the Letter to the Hebrews, a late text.
 “Hebrews 8-9 draw heavily on the [liturgy for the] Day of Atonement to explain Christ’s sacrifice.”
 On this day, also know as Yom Kippur, and only on this day the High Priest entered the inner sanctuary of the Temple in Jerusalem. Within it was a golden altar of incense and the Ark of the Covenant. The High Priest sprinkled these with the blood of goats and bulls. Then, coming out, he would sprinkle the people gathered there with the same blood. Thus one blood united Yahweh to His people. The covenant was renewed (9.6-7).


The author of Letter to the Hebrews says that Jesus, through his death, entered once for all, not the sanctuary on this earth, but the very presence of God, taking with him not the blood of animals but his own blood (9.11-14). The author wants to emphasize the superiority of Jesus over all other priests: the others offer sacrifices repeatedly, but he only once (10.11-14); others come to the altar with some victim or gifts, but Jesus offers himself. He is a priest because he himself is the offering.


The death of Jesus on the cross is sacrificial, but not in the same way as was the death of the victim in a human sacrifice, which “has been a widespread and complex phenomenon throughout history.”
 Jesus was killed because of his prophetical praxis. We see already in the Old Testament that prophets are not well received by people in power – be they religious or political hierarchs. 
Jesus stood head and shoulders above them [the Old Testament that prophets]. Indeed, let it be underlined at the outset that he was not the meek and mild figure of popular Christian imagination. As we have seen, he could be determined, impatient, and angry. He inherited the strength, the iron character, and fearlessness of his predecessors, the prophets. Like Amos facing up to the priest of Bethel (Amos 7:10-17) and Jeremiah prophesying doom in the face of King Jehoiakim (Jer. 36), Jesus was not afraid to stand up to the powerful. He showed love to children whom he proposed as models for those who sought to enter the Kingdom of God. He welcomed women and felt pity for the sick and the miserable. He surpassed the prophets. They embraced the weak, the poor, the widow, the fatherless; Jesus went further and bravely extended a hand of friendship to the social outcasts, the unclean prostitutes and the despised publicans who were kept at arm's length by his hidebound, pious contemporaries... Jesus was a man of steel and warmth at the same time, and a total devotee of God whose perfection and mercy he set out to imitate.

               What Jesus did and said was bound to annoy some of the members of the hierarchy then in power. Some of his own people turned against him. They plotted his death (Mt 26.3; Jn 11.47-50); they succeeded in getting him killed by the Romans by portraying him as a political rebel.


The Gospels do not show Jesus ever approaching any priest or directing others to do so, with one exception. He tells the leper to go and show himself to the priest and get a declaration that he is no longer a leper (Mk 1.44). Today we do not need a priest for that. We have qualified physicians. Jesus is a priest according to the order of Melchizedek (hiereus Heb 5.6; 7.3, 11, 15, 15, 17, 21), but he himself could never be a Jewish priest. 
He comes from the tribe of Judah, and according to the directions given by Moses, a member of the tribe of Judah could not have been a priest, and hence could not serve at the altar (Heb 7.14; 8.4). He is our great priest in heaven (Heb 10.21). He loves us and so he makes us priests for His Father (Rev 1.6; 5.10; 20.6).


Traditionally a priest is associated with a temple and its sanctuary (hieron, naos). In the New Testament these words are used quite often but to refer to the earlier temples – Jewish or pagan – or temples in general.
 Jesus claims that he himself is now the new temple, the new shrine, greater than the old (Mt 12.6; 26.62; Jn 2.19, 21). In heaven, where he is now with the Father, there is a new shrine (Rev 11.19; 14.15, 17; 15.5-6, 8; 16.1, 17; 21.22). While on this earth, Christians are called to holiness because they are the living shrine of God (1 Cor 3.16-18; 6.19; 2 Cor 6.16; 2.21; Rev 3,12). If they are faithful, they will serve Him in the heavenly shrine (Rev 7.15).


The Letter to the Hebrews does not say a word about the Last Supper Jesus had with his disciples or about the Eucharist celebrated by his disciples. This silence becomes very intriguing for two reasons. First, it is only text in the whole New Testament that speaks of Jesus as a priest. Second, it gives us a list of ‘six elementary teachings’ (6.2),
 but makes no reference to the Eucharist. Even if we grant that this “list comes from a traditional catechism and is not meant to be exhaustive,” the silence is disturbing. This silence is all the more surprising if the document, as has been suggested by some scholars,
 was meant for Jewish Christians – or even Jewish priests who had accepted Jesus – who were still fascinated by the Old Testament liturgy.

The Acts of the Apostles tells us that the first Christians met in their homes to break bread (2.42, 46), i.e., to celebrate the Eucharist, on the first day of the week (20.7). We do have texts urging people to accept Baptism (2.38; 22.6), or showing people asking for Baptism (8.36). We do not find any text urging people to join the Eucharistic celebration, or people asking to do so. For that matter, no where in the New Testament do we find any text urging people to join in some ritual celebration.

Our brief review of the use of cult-related words in the New Testament shows that these words are not used in a cultic sense either about Jesus or about the Christians. What is even more surprising is the fact that the New Testament “never uses the technical word hiereus [from which ‘hierarchy’ is derived] for the Christian ministry. A fortiori it never places hiereus in relationship with the eucharist.”
 The cult-related words are used in a metaphorical sense to describe the role of Jesus and the call of the disciples to follow Jesus, become a holy people, and proclaim the good news to others. The message is clear: the praxis of discipleship is the really authentic cult of the New Testament. This conclusion is in harmony with what the Old Testament also teaches (just to cite a few texts: Sir 35.1-3; Is 1.12-17; Amos 5.21-24).

Ecclesial Ministers in the New Testament


In the Catholic Church, three words are commonly used to designate what are described as the three levels of participating in the one ministerial priesthood of Jesus: deacon, presbyter, and bishop. These terms translate three words that are found in the New Testament: diakonos, presbuteros, and episkopos. It should however be noted that “there is evidence to suggest that they [presbuteros and episkopos] overlapped in function, and that the two titles have been different terms for what was essentially the same office.”


In secular Greek, diakonos suggests a person who serves at table, takes care of the household, and a servant in general.
 In the LXX, it is “used exclusively for court servants.”
 In the New Testament, diakonos is used in its original sense: servant, attendant (Mt 22.13; Jn 2.5,9; 2 Cor 11.15; Gal 2.17). The word may also refer to a person in civil authority as servant of others (Rom 13.4). Slowly it acquires a religious meaning.


In his redemptive role, Jesus is our servant (Rom 15.8). Hence the disciples of Jesus are to be servants of one another (Mt 20.26), and the greatest among them should reveal his greatness by being a servant of the others (Mt 23.11; Mk 9.35; 10.43). To be a disciple of Jesus, and to receive the call to proclaim the Good News, to be an apostle or missionary is to be a servant of Jesus and of his Gospel (Jn 12.26; 1 Cor 3.5; 2 Cor 3.6; 6.4; 11.23; Eph 3.7; Phil 1.1; Col 1.7, 23, 25; 4.7; 1 Th 3.2; 1 Tim 4.6). Already in the New Testament, diakonos acquires a technical meaning (Rom 16.1; Eph 6.21; Phil 1.1; 1 Tim 3.8, 12).


In secular Greek, presbuteros (the comparative of presbus) points to a person who is old in age, greater in virtue or is given more honour.
 The LXX uses this word to indicate older persons, a group of seniors within the tribe, and also persons who have a special function due to their seniority or wisdom: ambassador, spokesperson, or negotiator.


We find ‘presbuteros’ (elder) used quite frequently in all the four Gospels and the rest of the New Testament to indicate elderly people, senior members or persons in authority of a community.
 
Following this usage, it also denotes persons in authority within the community of disciples (Acts 11.30; 20.17; 21.18), persons who have been specially commissioned within some prayer gathering (Acts 14.23). In this capacity they are often mentioned together with the apostles (Acts 15.2; 6, 4, 22, 23; 16.4). This usage seems to be parallel to ‘the chief priests and elders’ of the Jews (Mt 21.23; 27.41; Acts 23.14; 24.1; 25.15). Within the Christian community these persons have the responsibility of guiding and maintaining order among the disciples.


The person entrusted with the responsibility of guiding and maintaining order among the disciples is also know as episkopos (Phil 1.1). The verbal root skep “denotes the activity of looking at or paying attention to a person or a thing.”
 This explains why the noun episkopos originally denotes an overseer or guardian, and by extension, the guardian deity of a place. It is used in a similar manner in the LXX.


In the New Testament, the episkopos is said to have received his ministry from the Holy Spirit (Acts 20.28). This is a service one may aspire to, provided the person is mature in his Christian faith, has moral integrity, a good reputation not only among the disciples but also among the outsiders. He should also evidence his ability to lead the community by showing that he can take good care of his family (1 Tim 3.1-7; Tit 1.7).


What is very surprising is that none of these three words, when applied to persons within the Church, is ever used in a liturgical context. These words are not even used in the only four texts that refer to the celebration of the Eucharist in the New Testament (Acts 2.42-46; 20.11; 27.35; 1 Cor 11.17-34). Nowhere in the New Testament is a cultic ministry conferred by the laying on of hands. Even Mathias, who was chosen to replace Judas in the college of Apostles, was accepted without the laying on of hands (Acts 1.24-26). If in our exegesis we are not carried away by our dogmatic concerns, then we will also have to say that the first Eucharistic gatherings were not presided over by ordained ministers (Acts 2.42, 46). The tradition of the Church can clarify what is not clear in Scripture, but it cannot reduce the breadth of vision of the New Testament.
The Last Supper

We have four accounts of the Last Supper: Mt 26.26-29, Mk 14.22-25, Lk 22.15-20, and 1 Cor 11.23-25. The remembrance formula cited by Trent is not found in Matthew or Mark. Luke has it only once that too after Jesus gives the bread to his disciple.
 Paul has it twice: after giving the bread and after giving the cup. The fact this formula is not found in Matthew and Mark “made it suspect to some copyists.”
 This is a very clear indication that there were some Christians in ancient times who did not consider the line authentic, not belonging to the original Gospel!
 The accounts of Matthew and Mark are similar but not totally identical. In Mark, Jesus says the words: “This is my blood...” after the disciples have drunk from the cup. These differences show that when the writers were formulating their texts, they depended more on the liturgical practice within their community, and less on a common textual source. In other words, as Joseph A. Fitzmyer proposes, “there is an ‘aetiological’ aspect to the Synoptic accounts of the Last Supper... in that the evangelist(s) sought to anchor the celebration of the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist in these accounts.”

The command “Do this as a memorial of me” is parallel to the remembrance connected with the Passover: “that all the days of your life you may remember the day when you came out of the land of Egypt” (Deut 16.3).

The directive is undoubtedly both pre-Lucan and pre-Pauline, even though it stems immediately from a liturgical tradition different from that in the Marcan and Matthean accounts. It may well have not been part of the liturgical tradition at first, when the celebration was actually carrying out the rubric-like direction. In time, the rubric became part of the formula to be recited, and so it was inherited independently by both Paul and Luke.

What is being suggested is that in due time the words “Do this as a memorial of me” were added to the liturgical formula to explain the action that was already part of the liturgy. If this is correct, we are faced with a historico-critical question: did Jesus himself say those words? “Though its origin with the historical Jesus has been defended with considerable erudition, the majority view is rather to question whether this aspect of the Last Supper should be attributed to the historical Jesus.”
 If Jesus did not say those words, then we cannot say that Jesus instituted the priesthood at the Last Supper. If he said them, what did he mean? Did Jesus institute the priesthood? Even if he said them, then to the communities of Matthew and Mark they do not seem to be of much importance. In other words, these two communities did not see in those words of Jesus something very important for the church. How are we to understand those words?

Fitzmyer says that as “Jesus has substituted himself for the Passover lamb, so the memento of him is to replace the anamnesis of the Passover itself.”
 Hence it is an injunction to celebrate the Last Supper in memory of Jesus.
 The Passover meal was presided over by the head of the family,
 and he may not necessarily be a priest. Fitzmyer adds: “Later Christian understood the directive in still another way, in terms of the Sacrament of Orders.”
 Thus he distances himself from that interpretation. For him the reference to the institution of the priesthood, does not follow exegetically.
Robert J. Karris sees the line not merely as a call to repeat the words of Jesus, but also as an invitation to be like him: “If one views this meal in a sequence of meals with sinners, then the word ‘this’ should not be limited to mere repetition of Jesus’ words. As Jesus has given up his entire life for others and symbolized that by sharing meals with them, so too must disciples give their lives in service of others.”
 Thus it is difficult to find contemporary Catholic exegetes who think that through the remembrance formula Jesus instituted the Sacrament of Orders.
 
No other text in the New Testament, not even the Letter to the Hebrews, which speaks of Jesus as the High Priest, gives us any indication about Jesus instituting a special priesthood. The special ministry of Peter has more than one attestation (Mt 16.18; Lk 22.32; Jn 21.15-19). He is also shown as the leader of the twelve. 
It is he who answers the question Jesus asked his disciples about what people and they thought of him (Mk 8.30). It is he who tries to advise Jesus after he makes the first passion prophecy (8.32). It is he who asks Jesus what will he and his companions get for having left everything to follow him (10.28). It is he who answers Jesus when he asks them whether they too want to go away (Jn 6.68). This multiple attestation is also true of other important aspects of our faith.

Among Church Fathers (first eight centuries) nobody has a commentary on Luke as such. But we have four collections of homilies: “Origen (185-254), Ambrose of Milan (339-397), Cyril of Alexandria (375-444) and the Venerable Bede (673-735).”
 Some others have some comments on Luke here and their in their writings. None of them understands the remembrance formula as indicating the institution of the priesthood.
 Thus the Council of Trent does not find any support for its claim either in the New Testament or in the Patristic Testimony.
In the Supplement to his Summa Theologica, Question 37, article 5 (The distinction of Orders, of their acts, and the imprinting of the character) Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) informs us that
Our Lord gave His disciples the power, as regards the principal act, before His passion at the supper when He said: “Take ye and eat” (Mt 26.26), wherefore He added: “Do this for a commemoration of Me” (Lk 22.19). After the resurrection, however, He gave them the priestly power, as to its secondary act, which is to bind and loose.

He too has a cultic perspective: “The principal act of the priest Order is to consecrate Christ’s body.” 
 Aquinas tends to quote earlier writers in defence of his position. Even in Question 37, he quotes Aristotle (art. 1), Dionysius (art.1,2, 4), Papal Decretals (art. 2), and Peter Lombard (art. 2, 4). But he has not quoted any authority to substantiate his assertion that Jesus instituted a cultic priesthood. Hence it appears that he was the first to see in Lk 22.19 the institution of the priesthood. If this conjecture is correct, then nobody in the first twelve centuries of Christian history saw in Lk 22.19 the institution of the priesthood. Hence the claim of Trent that “the Catholic Church has always understood and taught” that Jesus instituted the priesthood in Lk 22.19 does not have textual support.
Understanding the Council of Trent
As we have already noted, the Tridentine doctrine is stated in a canon: “If any one... let him be anathema.” What value does this canon have? Let us take another canon: “If any one says, that the ordinary minister of holy confirmation is not the bishop alone, but any simple priest whosoever; let him be anathema.” In principle, a priest can administer confirmation. His not being the ordinary minister is merely church legislation, and not a theological position to be maintained for ever. Let us look at one more canon: “If any one says, that the mass ought to be celebrated in the vulgar tongue only; let him be anathema.” It seems to me pastorally correct to celebrate Mass always in the language which the congregation understands. Hence to excommunicate a person for holding this as the norm would be very foolish.

Some wanting to defend Trent may say that some of the canons are theological, while the others are concerned with church discipline. As far as my knowledge goes, the Council itself does not provide us any indication of this. Further, experience shows that what seems to be canonical to some appears to be profoundly theological to others; what is a theological opinion to some appears to be a defined doctrine to others. In their eagerness to get people accept a particular position, some have claimed that it is firmly rooted in tradition. Such claims need to be critically examined. A similar claim was made for the doctrine of Mary’s Immaculate Conception. But the fact is that “the earliest Church Fathers regarded Mary as holy but not as absolutely sinless.”
 Later on even some great theologians, e.g., Anselm of Canterbury and Thomas Aquinas, were opposed to this doctrine. In short, we need to be careful when we read Trent.

            The problem does not end there. Let us get back to the conciliar canon about confirmation: “If any one says, that the ordinary minister of holy confirmation is not the bishop alone, but any simple priest whosoever; let him be anathema.”  This canon of the Council goes against the tradition of the Catholic Oriental Churches. In the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, we have the following canons:

According to the tradition of the Eastern Churches, the chrismation with holy myron is administered by a presbyter either in conjunction with baptism or separately (694).

All presbyters of the Eastern Churches can validly administer this sacrament either along with baptism or separately to all the faithful of any Church sui juris, including the Latin Church (696/1).

These canons do not speak about the role of the bishop in administering confirmation; neither do they indicate the need presbyters of Eastern Churches have of any special faculties. The code is aware that presbyters of the Latin Church need special faculties to confirm people (696/2). 
So it is very clear that in the Catholic Oriental Churches, the priest is the ordinary minister of confirmation. This is not something new but in accordance with the ancient practice of the Catholic Oriental Churches. Hence what is so emphatically stated in the canon of Trent is evidently against the tradition of the Oriental Churches in communion with Rome. There are three ways to handle this awkward situation.

First, the Council of Trent is mistaken. If the Council Fathers could make a mistake about a practice then prevalent in the Catholic Oriental Churches, how can we be sure that they were well informed about what Jesus meant when over fifteen hundred years ago he said: “Do this in memory of me”? If they were not in touch with current realities, how could they claim to know what happened fifteen hundred years ago. The claim of Trent is a claim about what happened in history. Such matters have to be established through historico-critical research.
This is how Luke reports the event: “And he took bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ And likewise the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood’” (22.19-20). The words “Do this in remembrance of me” are said before Jesus gives the cup to his disciples. Trent wants us to think that he did so after he had given the cup. Notice the then in the conciliar text.
 Thus there is a factual discrepancy between Luke and Trent. How can we be certain that its claim that Jesus instituted the priesthood is not another factual discrepancy?

Second, some, taking a hint from the Tridentine teaching on baptism of desire, could come up with a defence for the Council. They could argue that the bishop truly, but indirectly, is the ordinary minister of confirmation because, as the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches states, the bishop alone, and in some cases the patriarch alone, can confect the holy myron to be used in confirmation (693). I am afraid this is gimmick. In the past we have resorted to many gimmicks to save our face, but at the cost of truth. If this were not a gimmick, then the bishop would be the ordinary minister of all the sacraments, because he consecrates the oils used in the sacraments, and he ordains the ministers who administer the sacraments.
Third, the Council is not mistaken, because the canon is an expression of the practice within the Latin Church. In that case the Council of Trent is definitely not an ecumenical council. It is not even a general council of the Catholic Church, but a provincial council of the Latin Catholic Church, of the Roman Patriarchate. The fact that the Council could come up with such a statement may also suggest that the patriarchs and bishops of the Catholic Oriental Churches were not present at the Council, or if they were present then they were not taken seriously. In both the cases we have enough reasons to question the status of the Council, and consequently of its teaching. General and provincial councils do not have the competence of defining dogmatic truths. This is the prerogative only of ecumenical councils.
To conclude, exegetically speaking Lk 22.19 does not speak about the institution of Holy Orders. This is consonant with the New Testament taken as a whole. First, it uses cultic terms in Christian context only to see the life of love and service as authentic worship. Second, nowhere does it mention cultic ministers: “there is no order of priesthood evident among the more structured types of ministry that were beginning to emerge toward the end of the first century.” This lack of concern for cult is very significant because the first disciples of Jesus were Jews, who were familiar with a highly organized cult and priesthood. Third, the first Eucharistic celebrations were presided over by non-ordained persons. Fourth, the New Testament portrays Jesus as a priest not because of any cultic function, but because of his prophetical life and death. Further, no writer in the first twelve centuries of Christian history understood Lk 22.19 as pointing to the institution of Holy Orders. A careful reading of the documents of Trent makes us question its competence to define dogmatic positions.

The function of cult is to provide us visible signs to commune with the invisible God, and to express our belonging to one another in Him. The New Testament insistence on a life of love and service as the most authentic cult fits in beautifully well with our foundational confession: a human being – Jesus of Nazareth – is God’s best communication to us and the most effective way for us to return to Him and to one another. He is our high priest through his prophetic life and death. Hence if priesthood is to have any meaning in the church today, it can only be by being primarily a prophetical service. The traditional forms of cult do not make many demands on us; nay, they are a source of power and income. They make us comfortable. Prophecy, on the other hand, makes us vulnerable. We are called to share in the Cross of Jesus, and thereby in his Eucharist. We need to rediscover our priesthood.

I am aware that this article, written in the Year for Priests, is going to disturb some people. But I wish to assure them that I have written it as an expression of concern. I have spent thirty-five years in the formation of future priests. I have also given retreats and seminars to over a hundred groups of priests across the country. I am convinced that honest history and critical theology is very important for the life and ministry of priests. Truth alone can make us free. Only then can we have a sound spirituality, a correct approach to Christian worship, and the proper attitude towards the People of God, whose servants we wish to be.
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Sent: Thursday, March 04, 2010 9:26 PM Subject: Fw: Year for Priests 


Dear Friend, 


Given below are the last three paragraphs of my recent article, sent to you as an attachment. During this year I was asked to address three national and three regional gatherings of priests. I did some study in view of these sessions. The article is the result of this study. I request you to pass it on to as many priests as possible. Subhash Anand





COMMENTS BY MICHAEL PRABHU:


The last three paragraphs of Subhash Anand’s article "Cultic Priesthood: From New Testament to Trent" are reproduced on page 8 exactly as Subhash Anand emailed it on March 4, 2010, with respect to the italics and bold font. I have highlighted them only to emphasize the fact that they embody Subhash Anand’s conclusions on his study of the New Testament priesthood of the Roman Catholic Church.


To my simple mind, they appear heretical. What do you think?


I think that such writing from a theologian in the pre-Vatican II church would have resulted in his being declared a heretic by Rome and by his peers and ecclesiastical superiors in India.


But Subhash Anand, in his e-mail covering letter above, dated March 4, 2010, boldly discloses that "During this year I was asked to address three national and three regional gatherings of priests". 


It is not clear from the wording of his letter whether he has already presented the conclusions of his "study" at any of the priests’ gatherings or whether he made this "study" in view of any priests’ gatherings which are yet to be held.


If he has already presented them, what have been the reactions of the Conference of Religious, India (CRI) and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India [CBCI]?


If he has yet to present them, what does the hierarchy of the Church in India propose to do?





The conclusions of Subhash Anand’s “study” contain subtle proposals and implications concerning the priesthood, which are unprecedented. 


Since this email has been sent by Subhash Anand to his circle of contacts with the intention of reaching as many priests as possible, will the Bishops issue an official assessment of Subhash Anand’s thesis, clarifying whether his conclusions on the priesthood are correct or not? 


After all, without the ordained priesthood there is no Eucharist and no Catholic Church.





WHO IS SUBHASH ANAND?


Subhash Anand, 66, is an Indian priest-theologian, retired in 2008 from Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth [JDV], the Papal Seminary in Pune diocese, Maharashtra after which he returned to his home diocese of Udaipur in Rajasthan. 


He is one of the 'experts' who helped prepare the now-withdrawn-for-revision heretical and erroneous "Indianised" [read as "Hinduised"] NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE [NCB] published by St Pauls in June 2008. In the NCB’s "List of Collaborators", he is the "Indology" [read as "Hindu-ology" in view of some of its commentaries in my opinion and that of priests and lay Catholics who wrote in to this ministry] expert. 


He is one of those theologians who condemned the 2000 Vatican Document DOMINUS IESUS, believing that the Document is directed against him and his fellow theologians. He believes that the Vatican does not understand or appreciate the problem of religious pluralism in the Indian context.


Subhash Anand is a priest who strives for "lesser control from the Vatican" over the Indian church.


In short, he is one of the priests who are lobbying for a completely autonomous Indian Church.


Such a priest is in great demand as a speaker to gatherings of priests, and encouraged by the Bishops to do so. He writes in his article, see page 8, "I have spent thirty-five years in the formation of future priests. I have also given retreats and seminars to over a hundred groups of priests across the country." This, and the fact that he taught at a seminary, means that many of his students have imbibed his revolutionary anti-Rome rhetoric. If he and his fellow theologians, those influenced by him, and the Bishops who back them, are successful, then we will soon be members of a completely paganized Church which is already on the ascendant in India.





I now reproduce excerpts from my report NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 02-THE PAPAL SEMINARY* PUNE INDIAN THEOLOGIANS AND THE CATHOLIC ASHRAMS                         *Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth [JDV]
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1. Church walks it to mandir By Abhay Vaidya, The Times of India October 25, 2005�� HYPERLINK "http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1273956.cms" �http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1273956.cms�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.hinduwisdom.info/Glimpses_XII.htm" ��http://www.hinduwisdom.info/Glimpses_XII.htm�;�Pune's Papal Seminary, which has ordained over 1,250 priests during the past 50 years, has continued with its modernisation effort along with its associate institutions such as the Jnana-Deepa Vidyapeeth (JDV), formerly the Pontifical Athenaeum, and the De Nobili College. Pune-based Catholic leaders such as Joseph Neuner, Kurien Kunnumpuram, Francis X D'Sa, John Vattanky and Subhash Anand have been stressing for lesser control from the Vatican, to make the church "truly Indian and genuinely Christian".





2. Indian Theologians Regret Vatican Inability To Understand Them October 9, 2000 PUNE, India (UCAN)
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Some theology professors in India have described a Vatican cardinal's comment that "Dominus Iesus" was directed against them as the Vatican's failure to understand religious pluralism in Asia. "Rome has a suspicion that the Indian theologians do not accept the uniqueness of Jesus Christ as the mediator of salvation," said Jesuit theologian Father Josef Neuner, 92, who has taught in various Indian seminaries for the past 60 years. Father Neuner and other theologians in Pune fear that the Sept. 5 Vatican declaration "Dominus Iesus: On the Unicity and Salvific Universality of Jesus Christ and the Church" will alienate other religions. 


The document stresses the "unicity and salvific universality of the mystery of Jesus Christ" and the Church's "salvific mediation" since it holds that "relativistic theories which seek to justify religious pluralism" endanger the Church's mission. 


The theologians made their comments on reports that Cardinal Edward Cassidy, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, said Sept. 26 that "Dominus Iesus" was directed at theology professors in India. 


Father Neuner told UCA News Oct. 4 that the Vatican "does not sufficiently understand and appreciate the implications of religious and cultural pluralism in India in particular and in Asia in general." The Austria-born Jesuit said the declaration will "alienate Indian theology professors and hamper their creativity and research as they will not be able to speak out openly." Father Neuner said that to emphasis Christ as the only Savior is a "challenging task" for Indian theologians and that "it is also very difficult to make Hindus and Muslims understand it." 





Jesuit Father Errol D'Lima, president of the Indian Theological Association, said the declaration shows the Vatican's fear that Indian theologians' attempt to view other religions positively will dilute "essentials of Christianity." 


Father D'Lima, who teaches systematic theology in Pune's Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth (light of knowledge university), said the problem arises because Indian Christians have a "worldview different from Rome, and our living experience of being the Church is in dialogue with other religions."


Divine Word Father Jacob Kavunkal, who teaches missiology in the same university, said the Vatican "does not seem to appreciate the atmosphere of religious pluralism in which Indian theologians have to work." He said the Bible has "tremendous indication of positive approach to other religions," which are responses to "the revelatory process of the word." The Divine Word priest said the document's language of exclusivity would "alienate our sister Churches and other religious traditions, making the task of the Indian theologians rather difficult." 


Jesuit theologian Father Francis D'Sa said Indian theologians live in "religious pluralism, not in academe like in the West" since the country has many religions, including tribal and folk religions. He explained that Indian theologians have to speak their faith in a language others can understand. Those living in almost monocultural situations will never understand the situation of Indian theologians, he added. 


Jesuit Father Rue de Menezes, a former university rector, warned that the Vatican document "will destroy any spirit of dialogue with other religions." Indian theologians have the option to either follow the ecumenical council -- the Second Vatican Council or the opinion of certain individuals in Rome, he said. But "Indian theologians will opt for the former," he added. The document "reflects the mentality of the Middle Ages," he said.  


He added that the so-called "champions of orthodoxy are not faithful to the Jesus of the Gospels" and said he wants the Church to prescribe a retirement age for the "clerks of the Vatican." 


Father Subash Anand, another theology professor, said the document tries to equate Christ's role and importance with that of the Church. "They are not identical, though related," he added.





Also look -- in my report NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 10-CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE SECULAR MEDIA, AND WITH PRIEST-CRITICS OF OUR CRUSADE AGAINST ITS ERRORS  


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_10-CORRESPONDENCE_WITH_THE_SECULAR_MEDIA_AND_WITH_PRIEST-CRITICS_OF_OUR_CRUSADE_AGAINST_ITS_ERRORS.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_10-CORRESPONDENCE_WITH_THE_SECULAR_MEDIA_AND_WITH_PRIEST-CRITICS_OF_OUR_CRUSADE_AGAINST_ITS_ERRORS.doc� pages 2-4, for Subhash Anand’s letter to me, August 2008, and my response to it, November 2008. 





Lastly, for the moment, I draw your attention to the first paragraph of Subhash Anand’s article:


"During the Year for Priests many people have been praying for the ordained ministers of the Church. In some parishes and convents, there are regular holy hours. In many places the parish councils are inviting all the priests who have ministered in their parish and honoring and thanking them for their service. Some individuals and families have even adopted a priest and assured him their continued prayerful support. All this may serve some purpose, but it is far too little. What is much more important is that we go back to the roots." [Emphasis mine- Michael]


According to Subhash Anand, this "going back to the roots" of the Catholic tradition of the priesthood is "much more important" than honoring our priests, praying for them, and conducting holy hours and other spiritual exercises. Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI, are you listening?


For a layman in Catholic ministry who, just today - the first Thursday of the month and the day that I received the e-letter from this priest -- obtained the privilege of a plenary indulgence for the remission of all my sins by making my sacramental Confession, attending Holy Mass and praying for all priests in accordance with the instructions of the Holy Father in the Year for Priests, I pray for Subhash Anand, the priest, the theologian, the man. 


But, I must also expose his errors. In the autonomous Indian Church, freed from the hegemony of Rome, proposed by Subhash Anand and his erstwhile colleagues at the Papal seminary/JDV, Pune [see the detailed report NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 2], what will be the nature of our new breed of Indian-church "priests", and how would we be honoring them in a year for such "priests"?


Part of the answer can be decided by the reader himself or herself after understanding the contents of Subhash Anand’s article. I can envision this – that we will sit and meditate in Hindu yoga and Buddhist vipassana sessions, that we will be taught that all religions are equal and parallel pathways to god and salvation, that there is no sin and judgement and hell, because such is the stuff of religious pluralism and that which is being taught at our seminaries including the Papal Seminary where Subhash Anand served for decades in a diocese administered by the charismatic renewal bishop Valerian D’Souza.


After my completion of the above comments, a seminarian happened to call me, and when I discussed Subhash Anand’s letter with him, he shared with me this personal experience of his:


When he had been for his interview ahead of entering the seminary, he was asked his reason for his desiring to become a priest. His answer -- which I suspect must be one of the common ones since the saints of the Catholic Church have been known to confess the same -- was that he looked forward to being able to celebrate Holy Mass/the Eucharistic sacrifice, when by his words the bread and wine would be transformed into the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 


One of the priests on the panel is reported to have asked him, "So you want to become a cultic priest?"


Which brings us full circle to the subject of this file:


IS THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH UNDER ATTACK FROM THEOLOGIANS IN INDIA? WHO ARE THESE THEOLOGIANS? SOME ARE PRIESTS; OTHERS ARE NUNS AND LAY WOMEN!





Let us go to The New Leader, a Catholic fortnightly from Chennai, "The ministerial priest" by MICHAEL AMALADOSS S.J., another theologian and regular contributor, in the issue of March 1-15, 2010. 


In one of my earlier reports, I have quoted him as virtually denying the existence of devils [and by extension, hell?], concluding his theologizing with "Perhaps we need to explore other answers."


In that report, DHARMA BHARATHI-NEW AGE IN CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS*, pages 14 and 15], I have given several instances from this priest’s writings of what I described as "heretical, occult and New Age theological beliefs."


In "The ministerial priest" by Amaladoss -- which is not very different in its arguments from Subhash Anand’s article – he ends saying "This needs to be rethought."  By "this" I understand that he means the traditional role of the cultic priesthood or presbyterate in the Catholic Church.


*� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-NEW_AGE_IN_CATHOLIC_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc" ��http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-NEW_AGE_IN_CATHOLIC_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc�





The preparatory article for that was "Jesus is the only priest", The New Leader of February 1-15, 2010.


While one cannot deny that the general sense of the article is irreproachable, the similarity of some of its arguments to those of Subhash Anand’s is unmistakable, and Amaladoss’ concluding lines -- which I reproduce below -- are a cause of great concern to me in the light of Subhash Anand’s article:


"We can now see the inappropriateness of speaking of priesthood in terms of offering sacrifices, bloody or unbloody! It has been a symbol of many religions and even in the Old Testament. But Jesus has shown its inadequacy – or rather, gone beyond the symbol to the reality it symbolizes, namely establishing divine-human relationships. The best we can do is to forget it in the way we think and speak about priesthood."


Pardon me -- because of my lack of a theological background -- if I suspect that, in their recent writings, both Subhash Anand and Michael Amaladoss [who are certainly well known to each other] have synchronized their attempt to cast aspersions on the tradition of the cultic priesthood in the Catholic Church, arguing that it is irrelevant in today’s context since according to them it was never really -- uniquely or otherwise -- part of Catholic tradition.


If the priesthood as we know it today is under attack, so -- God help us -- is the Eucharist. 


In case I misunderstood Amaladoss and Subhash, I came way with the impression that they hint that the prayers of the community are sufficient for the Eucharistic miracle to take place. And a lot more.


But, I leave it to our conservative priests, our Bishops and those theologians who are faithful to the apostolic tradition of Rome to read the two articles of Amaladoss in The New Leader and Subhash Anand’s emailed article and enlighten us lay people as to what exactly these two priests are proposing.





A SUPPORTER OF THIS MINISTRY RESPONDED TO SUBHASH ANAND’S EMAIL ON MY BEHALF


From: name withheld Subject: Re: Fw: Year for Priests To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" ��43subhash@gmail.com� 


Date: Sunday, 7 March, 2010, 6:04 PM �Dear Subhash Anand, Thank you for your intensively-researched article on the Year for Priests. Interesting.


I read Michael Amaladoss' articles on the same subject in the New Leaders of February 1-15 and March 1-15 and I found many similarities in the views and suggestions of you both.


Can I conclude that the cultic priesthood is irrelevant in today's context only (or was it always irrelevant as Catholic tradition) and that there are other roles for the priest today?


I do not have Amaladoss' email address or I could have benefited by writing and asking him the same questions too. 


So I do hope that you will respond so that I can be clear on what I can conclude. Regards, Bro. name withheld


From: Subhash Anand � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" ��43subhash@gmail.com� Subject: Re: Fw: Year for Priests To: name withheld 


Date: Monday, 8 March, 2010, 6:32 AM


Dear name withheld,


First of all, thank you for taking time to read my article. Second, please tell me a little more about you.


Third, we will always need some rituals in our life, but we do not need persons who are exclusively entitled to perform them. I believe the Eucharist is central to our life, but I believe I do not need to be ordained to celebrate it, and so I do not see any reason why women cannot celebrate it.


The idea that Jesus instituted a special group, had done a lot of harm to the church. Many of our priests think they are very special people. Nowhere in the world do people who claim to be servants have so much power as our priests and bishops. Subhash 





MY COMMENTS:


So THAT’s what Subhash Anand was going for but never explicitly said in his article: he has taken up the cause for the ordination of women as priests! Was that the purpose of the arguments in his article? To 'prove' that Jesus did not institute ["The idea that Jesus instituted a special group…"] the sacrament of Holy Orders? The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that Jesus instituted all seven sacraments. 


What Subhash Anand implies, though he doesn’t actually say it, is that "The idea that Jesus instituted a special group…" is a wrong or false or mistaken one.


That means that for twenty centuries the Church has taught error and institutionalised error.


If denying one of the seven Sacraments -- all of which the Catechism of the Catholic Church [CCC 874 and CCC 1210] teaches are "ordained by Jesus Christ" -- is not heresy, then what is?


Subhash Anand compounds that heresy by calling for the ordination of women as priests.


Well, that’s one more bonus that Catholics will receive with an autonomous Indian Church whose scriptures will be interpreted by the liberal commentaries of the St Pauls’ NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE.





Apart from Subhash Anand and Michael Amaladoss S.J., there have been other voices raised in the recent past, and this is becoming a sort of a pandemic, almost as if there is an orchestrated programme to pressurize the Bishops for the ordination of women as priests. They are not saying it in so many words, but this ministry assures readers that it won’t be long before they come out into the open with their fangs bared. Just two examples for now [more later]:


1. Montfort Brother MANI MEKKUNNEL*, national secretary of the Conference of Religious India (CRI), is one of those militating for women’s ordination. He is a sympathizer of the New Age Catholic Ashrams Movement and all the Hindu-ization that comes with it.                                             *see page 31                                                 


Church leaders must take the lead to allow women their proper places in the Church, otherwise "popular pressure" will build up and "break the Church leaders’ mindsets. Neither the bishops nor male Religious have done much to change patriarchal values, structures and practices in the Church and society." he told India’s bishops assembled at their plenary meeting in Guwahati, Assam. The’ plenary, which began Feb. 24 and ended Mar. 3, was attended by 163 bishops from the country’s 164 dioceses:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/2010/03/03/brother-slams-church-treatment-of-nuns/" ��http://www.ucanews.com/2010/03/03/brother-slams-church-treatment-of-nuns/� 


BROTHER SLAMS CHURCH TREATMENT OF NUNS  March 3, 2010 UCAN


�2. There will be much to cheer on March 8th when (hopefully) the Women’s Reservation Bill is passed in Parliament…


Religion continues to play an important role in discriminating against women. Most institutionalized religions are controlled by men. It goes without saying that women exercise little or no influence in the decision making processes, be it in the Church, Masjid or Temple. Unfortunately, sometimes Sacred Scripture is also selectively quoted in order to legitimatize male domination over women. Several other instances can be highlighted making it an endless list… if we have to truly go beyond cosmetic changes, we need to break through mindsets and attitudes which are heavily patriarchal. A difficult step - but a must!


OVERCOMING OUR PATRIARCHAL MINDSET by FR. CEDRIC PRAKASH, S.J.


� HYPERLINK "http://humanrightsindia.blogspot.com/2010/03/overcoming-our-patriarchal-mindsetby-fr.html" ��http://humanrightsindia.blogspot.com/2010/03/overcoming-our-patriarchal-mindsetby-fr.html�*�Fr. Cedric Prakash SJ is the Director of PRASHANT, the Ahmedabad based Jesuit Centre for Human Rights, Justice and Peace. 


*Also posted in MangaloreanCatholics Digest no. 1914 of March 8, 2010 and in KonkaniCatholics Digest no. 2202 dated March 23, 2010. This priest is an active member of these two lists.





Two of the four religious examined so far are Jesuit priests.


Subhash Anand and the other three religious, and their sympathizers may be speaking on behalf of women’s -- and nuns’ -- rights for some very good reasons indeed, and we assure them of our wholehearted support, but this ministry cannot endorse their demands for the ordination of women as priests. This campaign has its roots in feminist theology and is popular among many, if not all, of the liberal theologians and the leaders of the Catholic Ashrams movement who always describe the Church as "patriarchal" ["male-dominated"]. I have highlighted this problem in my report on Catholic Ashrams and will also treat it separately in a future report, showing the nexus between feminism and New Age.


I trust that Fr. Subhash Anand and Fr. Michael Amaladoss are aware of the following developments.


THE REPORT APPEARED THE DAY AFTER SUBHASH ANAND’S LETTER TO ME:


                                


[INTRODUCING            ASTRID           LOBO              GAJIWALA]


Church agrees sharing power with women �March 9, 2010 � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccbi.in/viewnews.php?action=viewmore&value=4164" ��http://www.ccbi.in/viewnews.php?action=viewmore&value=4164�                                                 �As the Indian parliament today passed a bill reserving seats for women as law makers, an official of the bishops' conference said the Church introduced a gender policy document last week stressing more power to women.�The Catholic Bishops Conference of India (CBCI) introduced the Gender Policy for Catholic Church in India in its last biennial meet ended March 3, spokesperson Father Babu Joseph said.�The Rajya Sabha or Upper House of Indian parliament passed the historic Women's Reservation Bill that reserves 33 percent of seat in parliament for women. The late evening voting came after a discussion on the Bill, which witnessed vociferous protests. The moving of the bill for the house's consideration saw unruly scenes that resulted in three adjournments and suspension and eviction of seven disruptive members.�However, the Church's gender policy formulated with nation-wide consultation, outlines 'adequate' representation for women in all parish bodies, barring ordained priesthood, Mid-Day newspaper said quoting Father Joseph�Participation includes encouraging women to lead prayer services, serve communion and lead small community groups, among other things. Father Joseph said the policy began to take shape after the prelates discussed Catholic women's issues in their last meeting in 2008. The bishops felt "were several instances of discrimination against allowing women to participate in decision-making within parish bodies across India," said Fr Joseph.�The change is welcome, says Bandra doctor Astrid Lobo Gajiwala. She wants the Church to offer decision-making to women. The policy document will be handy for women to assert rights, Gajiwala added.�Joseph Dias of the Catholic Secular Forum says the Church needs "to begin with nuns, who constitute 80 per cent of the religious in the country." This group is found to be "most vulnerable in terms of respect and taking care of their basic needs," he said. Also, use of the word 'adequate' was also debated. "In the meeting in 2008, there was talk of increasing reservation to 50 per cent. It s a little disappointing to see otherwise," said Gajiwala.


Source: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mid-day.com/news/2010/mar/080310-catholic-women-gender-policy-equal-rights.htm" ��http://www.mid-day.com/news/2010/mar/080310-catholic-women-gender-policy-equal-rights.htm�





                               ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA, FEMINIST THEOLOGIAN�WHO IS THIS DR. ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA WHO IS SO PROMINENT AS TO BE INTERVIEWED BY MID-DAY NEWSPAPER AS THE VOICE OF THE CATHOLIC FAITHFUL ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIAN WOMEN?


She is a Mangalorean-origin Mumbai housewife and doctor, a skin specialist who married a Hindu, studied theology in the Bombay archdiocese and became the assistant co-ordinator of "Ecclesia of Women in Asia", a visiting faculty member of St. Pius X College, Mumbai and Jesuit Regional Theologate, Gujarat [does that mean that she actually teaches our seminarians?], a consultant for the Women’s Commission of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India, and President, Asia Pacific Association of Surgical Tissue Banks. She and her husband Kalpesh Gajiwala, a plastic surgeon -- who is neither a Catholic nor a believer in the unicity of Jesus Christ -- and whose only apparent qualification is that he was encouraged to attend some theology classes with his wife, were consulters to the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences  Eighth Plenary Assembly on the Family, 2004. 


THOUGH AN AVOWED FEMINIST, AND A 'CATHOLIC' WHO BELIEVES THAT ALL RELIGIONS ARE EQUAL, ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA IS IN GREAT DEMAND AS A SPECIALIST CONTRIBUTOR IN 'THE EXAMINER', THE ARCHDIOCESAN WEEKLY OF BOMBAY, AND AS AN EXPERT COMMENTATOR ON CATHOLIC ISSUES, THOUGH [IN MY OPINION] SHE DOES NOT REPRESENT TRADITIONAL CONSERVATIVE CATHOLICISM. 


SHE IS ACTUALLY A FEMINIST WHO MILITATES FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS.


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN INDIA CONSIDERS ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA AS A "WOMAN THEOLOGIAN".


WHAT WOULD BE THE PROFILE OF AN INDIAN WOMAN FEMINIST THEOLOGIAN? TO FIND OUT, LET US CHRONOLOGICALLY EXAMINE SOME NEWS REPORTS ABOUT ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA:





'Judgment on Christian divorce is a step in the right direction' The Times of India Saloni Meghani 12 May 1997


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hvk.org/articles/0597/0093.html" ��http://www.hvk.org/articles/0597/0093.html� EXTRACT:


Ms Astrid Lobo Gajiwala is involved in seeking reformations of the Christian personal code. She is a consultant for the commission for women of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India. She spoke to the Times of India [TOI] about the fallout of legal reform and need for change in the personal religious code of her community.


TOI: Do you think there are many flaws in Christian law?


ALG: Christian laws are more than 100 years old, dating back to a colonial and patriarchal era. They have many flaws, particularly with regard to women's rights. It is ironic that while the law in England has undergone tremendous change, the law we inherited in India remains outdated. English law allows divorce even on the grounds of mutual consent.


TOI: Do you believe that legal reform will help to change the status of women?


ALG: Legal reform by itself cannot change the status of women. The personal code takes religious norms into consideration. Religion is still the most important factor in most people's lives. Unless religion is gender-just, perceptions will not change. Our scriptures date back to a patriarchal era. The religious hierarchy should take a new look at the implications in them. For instance, while the scriptures state that 'man and woman were created in the immediate likeness of God', a woman still cannot be ordained a priest.


Feminist Theology by PAULINE CHAKKALAKAL � HYPERLINK "http://fth.sagepub.com/cgi/pdf_extract/9/27/21" ��http://fth.sagepub.com/cgi/pdf_extract/9/27/21� 


I could only access the first page of this pdf file which said, "This item requires a subscription to Feminist Theology Online." On that page, the author writes about the "Shakti (feminine force)" that keeps one Leelavathy going. The article must also include our "feminist theologian" Astrid Lobo Gajiwala because it turned up in my Google search. Reading it would have been enlightening, but it would have set me back by US$25 to find out what it says. 


Chakkalakal is apparently a Keralite nun from Bangalore who has presented several papers on feminist theology and is linked with a "feminist interpretation of the Bible and the hermeneutics of liberation".





The Examiner, March 18, 2000, Letter to the editor: ‘Inculturation’ by Dr. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala


A.D. Mascarenhas (The Examiner, February 26) makes a valid point when he says that inculturation must involve a change in our lifestyle- language, celebrations, knowledge and love for Indian art, music, dance forms, familiarity with Indian history. What I find strange however is the way he segregates our religious rituals. The Church has always taught that authentic worship must flow from the life of the people. Is it possible then to rediscover our Indian roots socially, and leave our religious expressions untouched? Perhaps we need to be reminded that the Roman Mass is itself an inculturated ritual, introduced by a dominant religious power. Maybe we should also examine the role of the Church in the origins of our “westernization”. It may move us to a deeper appreciation of our Indian identity and help to provide a better motivation for inculturation than the rabid ranting of hardcore Hindutva proponents.


Some caution however is called for. In the name of inculturation let us not reintroduce into our worship customs which go against the discipleship of equals that is Christ’s legacy to us. Tolerance of the caste system for instance, or insistence on women covering their heads in church. These are not dictates of the Divine, but aberrations...





Bishops scrap meeting agenda We need to make room for the Holy Spirit, they say 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalcatholicreporter.org/update/asia_meet/fabcaug19.htm" ��http://www.nationalcatholicreporter.org/update/asia_meet/fabcaug19.htm� 


By Thomas C. Fox, Daejeon, South Korea Special Report: The Church in Asia August 19, 2004 EXTRACT:


An interesting thing happened on the way to Day 4 of the Asian bishops' gathering here. Much of the day's schedule got scrapped in a move intended to open the meeting to the Holy Spirit. 


The eighth plenary assembly of the Federation of Asian Bishops' Conferences has taken on a life of its own.


…Two invited participants on hand here to help the bishops are Astrid Lobo and Kalpesh Gajiwala, a married couple from Mumbai, India. She is a Catholic; he is a Hindu. They have three children, two daughters and a son. Some 20 percent of Catholic marriages in India are with spouses who are Hindu or follow other traditions. The Asian bishops, working with couples such as Astrid and Kalpesh, are in a good position to discern a pastoral response to couples in interreligious marriages. (See boxed story.) Pic: Kalpesh Gajiwala and Astrid Lobo  


[BOXED STORY:] "Both of us are very God-centered. That is the first common point we have," says Astrid Lobo, a Catholic who with her Hindu husband Kalpesh Gajiwala, are helping the Asian bishops discern a pastoral response to interreligious marriages, an increasingly common phenomenon in Asia. 


Said Astrid: "We teach our children that both of our religions are focused on God, but that we have different forms of worship. The children have no difficulty accepting this. Meanwhile we share the common values that both of our religions profess." Said Kalpesh: "We stress the importance of spirituality*. It is the essence of awakening our inner being. By getting in touch with our soul we recognize the Divine inside and outside ourselves. Catholicism and Hinduism lead to the same Divine. The children understand this." 


Both agree that both religions stress the same values. Adds Astrid: "I feel a very important focus on Jesus. When you die you will be asked, 'When I was hungry did you give me to eat? When I was thirsty did you give me to drink?'" Kalpesh agrees, saying, "Hinduism stresses the same compassion and need to love the other and to be truthful and honest to the other and to integrate the whole society into one unit." 


"I have found a tremendous openness to interfaith families here," said Astrid. She and Kalpesh have shared their married experiences with bishops and others over meals and in discussion groups for the past several days. She added that some bishops think this is a big moment to develop a theology for interfaith marriages. "Questions include what is a sacrament and what is the sacrament of marriage?" She said, "At least people are thinking about it." 


Kalpesh said that interfaith marriages are living examples that can lead to answers about how religions can live in harmony. Building on the same point, Astrid said people often look to the church as offering something to the family. "But here we have interfaith families having something that they can offer to the church." 


If Astrid and Kalpesh are any indicators, this week's FABC assembly on the family has only begun to open up a host of discussions likely to enrich the Church and wider society. 


Thomas C. Fox � HYPERLINK "mailto:tfox@ncronline.org" ��tfox@ncronline.org� is publisher of the National Catholic Reporter and author of Pentecost in Asia, a book about the Asian churches.� HYPERLINK "mailto:tfox@ncronline.org" ��


MY COMMENTS: THIS IS THE STORY OF THE METEORIC RISE OF A WOMAN FROM A PART TIME STUDENT OF THEOLOGY TO A TEACHER -- TO THE BISHOPS OF ASIA -- OF THEOLOGY. SHE ARGUES FOR DIVORCE FOR CATHOLICS AND BELIEVES THAT CATHOLICISM AND HINDUISM ARE ON PAR. 


FROM THE FIRM STAND OF DISCOURAGING MIXED MARRIAGES TO DEVELOPING A THEOLOGY FOR INTERFAITH MARRIAGES UNDER LIBERALS LIKE GAJIWALA, THE INDIAN CHURCH HAS REGRESSED IN THE LAST TWO DECADES. 'SENTIRE CUM ECCLESIA' HAS APPARENTLY TAKEN ON A NEW MEANING IN THE EAGERLY SOUGHT-FOR AUTONOMOUS INDIAN CHURCH.





*STRESS ON SPIRITUALITY AS AGAINST RELIGION IS NEW AGE [THE VATICAN DOCUMENT]. IT LEADS TO RELIGIOUS PLURALISM, ALL PATHS LEAD TO THE SAME DIVINE, AS WE CAN SEE ASTRID INSIST.


THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORTER [IT LOVES ASTRID**] IS A LIBERAL, DISSIDENT PUBLICATION.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/disspeop.htm" �http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/disspeop.htm� LISTS THE NCR AND THOMAS C. FOX [p. 91] AS SUCH.


**Diminishing returns By Astrid Lobo Gajiwala


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalcatholicreporter.org/globalpers/gp021505.htm" ��http://www.nationalcatholicreporter.org/globalpers/gp021505.htm� February 15, 2005





The Examiner, October 7, 2006:


At a programme organized by the Bombay Archdiocesan Women’s Desk, September 24, 2006, at St. Joseph’s Convent Hall, Bandra, in the context of the “Year of the Eucharist and Family”, “The input of Dr. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala was followed by an Awareness Meditation facilitated by Sr. Philu* on Awakening the Feminine Energy. It helped in internalising the beautiful reflections of Dr. Astrid by claiming the powers of the female body as holy, awesome and beautiful. From the feedback of the participants we could see that the group of 90 vibrant women thoroughly enjoyed the entire experience.”                       *PHILOMENA D’SOUZA? See further below- Michael





AT THIS JUNCTURE, LET ME QUOTE FROM THE VATICAN DOCUMENT ON THE NEW AGE #2.3.2 TITLED


The essential matrix of New Age thinking:


A prominent component of [Helena Blavatsky, a Russian medium who founded the Theosophical Society with Henry Olcott in New York in 1875]'s writings was the emancipation of women, which involved an attack on the “male” God of Judaism, of Christianity and of Islam. She urged people to return to the mother-goddess of Hinduism and to the practice of feminine virtues. This continued under the guidance of Annie Besant, who was in the vanguard of the feminist movement. Wicca and “women's spirituality” carry on this struggle against “patriarchal” Christianity today.


MY COMMENTS: 


NOTE THE MANY REFERENCES TO "Shakti (feminine force)", "Awakening the Feminine Energy", "the powers of the female body", THE LABELING OF CHRISTIAN LAWS AND CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES AS "patriarchal" IN THE NEWS STORIES REPORTING ON ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA. 


BY DEFINITION, SUCH POSITIONS, ACCORDING TO THE 2003 VATICAN DOCUMENT, ARE NEW AGE. 


SO, MONTFORT BROTHER BRO. MANI MEKKUNNEL AND JESUIT FATHER CEDRIC PRAKASH [SEE PAGE 14] CAN BE SAID TO BE PROMOTING NEW AGE IDEOLOGY IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN INDIA, AND JESUIT FATHER MICHAEL AMALADOSS AND SUBHASH ANAND TOO.


IF SUBHASH ANAND IS THE INDOLOGY [READ HINDU-OLOGY] EXPERT FOR THE COMMENTARIES OF THE ST. PAULS NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE, WHAT DOES THAT MAKE THE NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE?


IF ONE ARGUES THAT ONE DROP DOES NOT AN OCEAN MAKE, GO BACK AND READ THE OTHER ONE DOZEN REPORTS ON THE NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEB SITE. 





� HYPERLINK "http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gita-talk/messages/793" ��http://groups.yahoo.com/group/gita-talk/messages/793� April 17, 2007  Gita-talk


Why is the Divine always referred to as "He" even when talking of Her motherly qualities? And why are all devotees referred to as "he"? As a woman I feel excluded.- Astrid Lobo Gajiwala





"Women empowerment is not against men": Sr. Philomena in WRCC meeting�Report by Ancy Paladka, Vasai/Mumbai MangaloreanCatholics Digest No. 851 dated December 11, 2007 EXTRACT:�"Working for women empowerment is continuing Jesus' Mission of bringing the Good News to the oppressed" said Sr. Philomena D'Souza. She was delivering an orientation speech on 'Empowerment of women in church and society', a workshop held for the Western Region Catholic Council (WRCC) comprising fifteen dioceses of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Goa at Bishops house, Vasai here on Saturday December 8 and Sunday December 9.�Quoting a Benedictine Sister Joan Chittister who said "Feminism is not a heresy, it is the spirit of Jesus written anew", Sr. Philomena said "We are not looking at the theme "Empowerment of Women in the Church and society" from a mere sociological perspective, although this too is important. Neither from a developmental perspective, although we know that no nation can progress if a half of its citizens are left behind. She concluded that as Christians, we are looking at this theme as part of our faith imperative." "The way Jesus treated women was definitely counter-cultural" She continued. "He went against the cultures of his time – the Jewish as well as the more well-known Greek, Roman, Egyptian or Babylonian cultures all of which were highly patriarchal. Jesus always upheld the dignity of women." […]�About 80 members of WRCC participated in the said workshop. Various topic such as all India Catholics education policy implementation lead [sic] by bishop Percival Fernandes, women in Gods plan in scripture lead [sic] by Sr Ananda, women in Church's social teachings lead [sic] by Dr Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, reality chick [sic] with testimony from women lead [sic] by Sr Philomena D'Souza, state of women in church and society lead [sic] by Virginia Saldanha and gender mainstreaming and possibilities for empowerment lead by Sr Helen were discussed… 


At least 15 bishops and a Cardinal were present and heard Sr. Philomena on Joan Chittister- Michael


MY COMMENTS: SR. PHILOMENA D’SOUZA AND VIRGINIA SALDANHA* [former Executive Secretary FABC Office of Laity, Family & Women's Desk and former Executive Secretary CBCI Women's Commission] ARE DIE-HARD FEMINISTS.                                                                                  *see page 26


WHO IS SR. JOAN CHITTISTER WHO WAS QUOTED BY SR. PHILOMENA D’SOUZA?


SHE IS A BENEDICTINE [O.S.B.] NUN WHO IS "a supporter of � HYPERLINK "http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/dissorg.htm" \l "Call to Action" �Call to Action� who promotes women priests".


I HAVE COPIED THAT QUOTE FROM "DISSENTING AUTHORS AND SPEAKERS", SECTION "Women priests" AT � HYPERLINK "http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/disspeop.htm" �http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/disspeop.htm�.


IN THE SECTION ON DISSENT AGAINST THE "Hierarchical Teaching Authority of the Church", WE AGAIN FIND SR. JOAN CHITTISTER LISTED, "A supporter of � HYPERLINK "http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/dissorg.htm" \l "Call to Action" �Call to Action� who promotes dissent. See her many articles in the National Catholic Reporter dissenting magazine."


A THIRD TIME, IN THE SECTION TITLED "Theology Incompatible with the Catholic Faith”, WE READ, "Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB - A supporter of � HYPERLINK "http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/dissorg.htm" \l "Call to Action" �Call to Action� who promotes Feminist theology."


I CAN TELL YOU A LOT MORE ABOUT JOAN CHITTISTER BUT SINCE THIS IS NOT AN ARTICLE ABOUT HER, I STOP. WHAT IS IMPORTANT IS FOR THE READER TO NOTE 


1. THE TYPE OF NUN THAT IS JOAN CHITTISTER, WHO SR. PHILOMENA AND ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA APPEAL TO AND LEARN THEIR THEOLOGY FROM;


2. THAT AT ALL THESE PROGRAMMES ORGANIZED OR ADDRESSED BY THESE FEMINIST THEOLOGIANS, THERE ARE ALWAYS BISHOPS -- SOMETIMES DOZENS OF THEM -- GRACING THE OCCASION. IN THE NEWS STORY IMMEDIATELY ABOVE, BISHOP PERCIVAL FERNANDEZ OF BOMBAY, THE BISHOP WHO GAVE THE IMPRIMATUR FOR THE HERETICAL ST. PAULS NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE IS NAMED.


THERE WERE AT LEAST 15 OTHER WESTERN REGION BISHOPS PRESENT.


SINCE THE VENUE OF THE COUNCIL WAS VASAI, BISHOP THOMAS DABRE OF VASAI, CHAIRMAN OF THE CBCI’S DOCTRINAL COMMISSION WAS ALSO PRESENT. AND HE HAPPENS TO BE THE BISHOP WHO GAVE THE NIHIL OBSTAT FOR THE NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE. SMALL WORLD, THIS.�


The Examiner, March 8, 2008:


Church Journey for Women Empowerment [A 2-page editorial] by Dr. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala


I WILL REPRODUCE THE LAST FEW LINES OF WHAT IS OTHERWISE A REASONABLE ARTICLE [CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY ON MARCH 8 AND THE 28TH PLENARY ASSEMBLY OF THE CBCI’S DELIBERATIONS ON THE THEME 'EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN IN THE CHURCH AND SOCIETY'] IN THE INTERESTS OF INCREASING THE REPRESENTATION AND PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH:


QUOTE Will [the Bishops’] efforts at inclusiveness stretch to building a Christology that is based on the human nature of Christ instead of his male-ness? Will they allow women to claim their image and likeness in God?**


Yes, empowering women will mean re-reading, re-conceiving and re-constructing our way of seeing and interpreting not just social realities, but also our theology and our mission. It will mean following in the radical footsteps of the Master who defied the patriarchal culture of his time to the point of being scandalous. UNQUOTE


MY COMMENTS:


HARPING ON THE SAME THINGS, BUT THEN WHAT ELSE DO THEY CARE ABOUT? IT IS AS IF THE PROBLEMS OF WOMEN IN JUDEO-CHRISTIAN SOCIETY ALL STEM FROM ITS PATRIARCHALISM AND CAN BE ELIMINATED BY INCLUSIVENESS AT ALL LEVELS, INCLUDING THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD.


I SIMPLY WONDER HOW THE CARDINALS AND BISHOPS OF BOMBAY ARCHDIOCESE CANNOT SEE THROUGH THE NICELY-WORDED SMOKE SCREEN LAID OUT BY GAJIWALA OVER TWO PAGES BEFORE SHE FIRES HER SHOT. I SIMPLY WONDER HOW THEY DO NOT SEE THE LARGER PICTURE THE WAY THAT I SEE IT. ARE THEY IGNORANT, OR PRETENDING THEY CANNOT UNDERSTAND WHAT IS GOING ON ALL AROUND THEM, OR ARE SOME IN SECRET COLLUSION WITH THESE FORCES OF DARKNESS?





HER-STORY [SHE LIKES TO PUT IT THAT WAY AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY, ELIMINATING THE GENDER-EXCLUSIVE, SEXIST 'HISTORY' – I THINK THAT THAT’S TAKING THINGS WAY TOO FAR], IS NOT THE ONLY ONE IN THAT ISSUE OF THE EXAMINER. THERE WERE THREE OTHERS:


1. NEED TO UNSHACKLE WOMEN by Vera Alvares, a regular contributor to The Examiner, 2 pages;


2. OF HUMAN BONDAGE AND FREEDOM by Josephine Fernandes, Mulund, Mumbai, a moving personal testimony, do;


THERE WASN’T THE SLIGHEST PROBLEM WITH THESE TWO STORIES. THEN THERE WAS THIS ONE:


3. PROMOTING THE DIGNITY OF WOMEN by Dr. (Mrs.) Elaine Ann Charles, 2 pages.


The two pages contained the salient features from the paper on "Promoting the Dignity of Women in Asia" presented by Dr. Elaine Ann Charles at the International Congress in Rome, February 7-9, 2008.


NOW WHY, MAY I ASK, DID DR. ELAINE ANN CHARLES’ PAPER ON 'PROMOTING THE DIGNITY OF WOMEN' HAVE NONE OF THE DEMANDS, INSINUATIONS OR SUBTLE INNUENDOES THAT ONE FINDS PEPPERING THE WRITINGS OF DR. ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA? ONLY BECAUSE IT WAS PRESENTED IN ROME AT THE CENTER OF CATHOLIC TEACHING? I DON’T THINK SO.


I THINK IT WAS BECAUSE DR. ELAINE ANN CHARLES IS NOT A FEMINIST THEOLOGIAN. SHE HAS NO AGENDA OTHER THAN A NORMAL CATHOLIC ONE.


**GENESIS 1:27. FEMINISTS MISUSE THAT VERSE TO DEMAND WOMEN’S ORDINATION AS PRIESTS





ON PAGE 17 OF THAT ISSUE OF THE EXAMINER, IT’S DR. ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA ONCE AGAIN.


In "Her-Story: Women Powered by Faith", Christine Almeida writes about the archdiocesan International Women’s Day celebrations, March 2, 2008, at St. Joseph’s, Bandra graced by Bishop Bosco Penha. I quote her:


Our first priority this year was disseminating information about the outcome of the CBCI’s Jamshedpur meeting held earlier in February for the empowerment of women in the Church… Dr. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala who served on the drafting committee for the final statement described to us in detail the deliberations, copies of which were dis-tributed to all present. This tied in well with the theme for the day which was "Her-Story: Women Powered by Faith."


AGAIN WE SEE THAT THE BISHOPS HAVE EMPOWERED THIS FEMINIST THEOLOGIAN TO INFLUENCE POLICY & INDOCTRINATE THE UNSUSPECTING MASSES IN THE CHURCH IN INDIA.  SEE ALSO PAGE 21





Synthesis of ECCLESIA OF WOMEN IN ASIA (EWA IV) by Astrid Lobo-Gajiwala


Posted by Ecclesia of Women WebCoordinator on October 10, 2009 


‘Practising Peace: Towards an Asian Feminist Theology of Liberation’


Salesian Retreat House, Hua Hin, Thailand


26-29 August, 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://ecclesiaofwomen.ning.com/forum/topics/synthesis-of-ewa-iv-by-astrid" ��http://ecclesiaofwomen.ning.com/forum/topics/synthesis-of-ewa-iv-by-astrid�


[The last line of Gajiwala’s report is:] Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti.





Mixed doubles by Richa Biju Chitrodia, Times News Network, TOI Crest, Nov 14, 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life/people/Mixed-doubles-/articleshow/5229816.cms" ��http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/life/people/Mixed-doubles-/articleshow/5229816.cms� EXTRACT:


The surname is supposed to lay bare one's paternal antecedents. But how does one place an Ashutosh Lobo Gajiwala? �The 15-year-old actor, who played emerging don Salim in the Oscar-winner Slumdog Millionaire, gets 'Lobo' from his Catholic mother and 'Gajiwala' from his Gujarati father. 


"I love my name," says the teenager. "It surprises most people." �…Ashutosh and his sisters Gayatri, 20, and Nivedita, 18, insist that their double-barrelled surname makes perfect sense. "You come from both parents? I've come from both," says Ashutosh. "You'll find one Ashutosh Lobo, you may also find an Ashutosh Gajiwala, but you won't find another Ashutosh Lobo Gajiwala." Their confidence stems from mother Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, who believes that the woman is not the property of man… 


'WOMAN, NOT THE PROPERTY OF MAN': SEE THE PHRASES IN BOLD RED IN THE EXTRACT JUST BELOW�


Re-visioning Mary at Christmas by Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, December 5, 2009 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.speroforum.com/a/24344/Revisioning-Mary-at-Christmas" ��http://www.speroforum.com/a/24344/Revisioning-Mary-at-Christmas� 


EXTRACT: As part of the process of unearthing the Woman-Mary, women theologians have also reassigned new meaning to symbols that were used to diminish women. Thus they have insisted that “virgin” is a symbol of Mary’s autonomy, not her anatomy; not a negation of female sexuality but a signal of her direct relationship to God, UNMEDIATED THROUGH ANY HIERARCHIALLY PLACED MALE. 


In a patriarchal world where women could not make decisions WITHOUT THE APPROVAL OF A FATHER, HUSBAND OR SON, Mary’s virginity signifies her independence, and accentuates her authority at the annunciation. FREE FROM THE CONSTRAINTS OF MALE CONTROL, this woman courageously says her “yes” even as she retains her right to question. For women today, it is a “yes” that releases them to say their own “yes” – to define their own identities and make their own life choices; to be subjects of their own discourse and experience, in the Church and in society; and to exercise their authority WITHOUT MASCULINE PERMISSION.


SO CAN WE NOW SAY "BLESSED MARY, EVER AUTONOMOUS" INSTEAD OF THE MALE CHAUVINIST, SEXIST, PATRIARCHAL "BLESSED MARY, EVER VIRGIN"?


ISN’T THIS TANTAMOUNT TO A SUBTLE DENIAL OR DOWNPLAYING OF THE SACRED TRUTH ABOUT MARY’S PERPETUAL BIOLOGICAL VIRGINITY WHICH PROTESTANTS WOULD WARMLY WELCOME?





No skits and keep it short: Bishop tells Bombay priests December 14, 2009 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cathnewsasia.com/2009/12/14/no-skits-and-keep-it-short-bishop-tells-bombay-priests/?awt_l=HsiGl&awt_m=1aP9qOQRgwYDL0" ��http://www.cathnewsasia.com/2009/12/14/no-skits-and-keep-it-short-bishop-tells-bombay-priests/?awt_l=HsiGl&awt_m=1aP9qOQRgwYDL0� 


EXTRACT: Bombay archdiocese has told its priests to keep their homilies short and to the point.


“Some priests are still preaching for 20 minutes or more, which is strongly discouraged,” says Auxiliary Bishop Bosco Penha, president of the Commission for Word and Worship in Bombay archdiocese, UCA News reports.


In an official circular titled “Liturgical Renewal: Faithfulness of Christ - Faithfulness of Priest,” the prelate says the homily is an important part of the liturgy and must be given by an ordained minister. The circular, published on December 5 in the archdiocese’s 160-year-old weekly, “The Examiner,” directs that a sermon should develop some points of the readings or another text from the Mass of the day. “It should be well prepared and to the point.”


Bishop Penha also discouraged priests from resorting to modern techniques to deliver their homilies. “The PowerPoint presentation and question-answer sessions should be used sparingly, as they take away the reverence due to the Eucharist,” he explained. He also ruled out staging skits during Mass.


His circular evoked mixed reactions among Catholics in India’s largest diocese.





“Firstly, the homily is extremely important for people in the pews as it is the only ongoing catechesis for laity,” said Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, assistant coordinator of Ecclesia of Women in Asia, a forum of Asian Catholic women theologians.


She says there should not be “a hard and fast” rule on a sermon’s duration. If a sermon is boring, “even three minutes is too long,” remarked the mother of three and parishioner of Holy Name Cathedral.


Gajiwala supports the use of modern tools during sermons. In her view, PowerPoint presentation and skits make the preaching interesting and do not necessarily diminish reverence for the Eucharist…


SOURCE � HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/2009/12/11/bombay-archdiocese-insists-on-short-sermons/" �Bombay archdiocese insists on short sermons� (UCA News)


THE INDIAN CHURCH HAS RAISED ONE MORE FRANKENSTEIN IN ITS MIDST. BISHOP PROPOSES, GAJIWALA DISPOSES. BISHOPS, WHAT YOU HAVE SOWN, YOU SHALL REAP. YOU HAVE A LIBERAL, DISSENTING, NOMINAL CATHOLIC STEEPED IN NEW AGE FEMINISM AND YOU HAVE ELEVATED HER AS A THEOLOGIAN. NOW, SHE OBVIOUSLY KNOWS MORE AND BETTER THAN THE BISHOPS, AND THERE IS COMING THE DAY WHEN YOU SHALL HAVE TO LISTEN TO HER AND THE POWERFUL LOBBY BEHIND HER AND YOU SHALL PROBABLY HAVE TO START TEACHING ONLY WHAT THEY PERMIT YOU TO TEACH. 





The Examiner  March 06, 2010�Reflecting the Mind of Christ by Dr Astrid Lobo Gajiwala Guest Editor


[Cover story: A Journey Towards Gender Justice] 


The bishops have given us a gift like no other, a Gender Policy for the Catholic Church in India - a document that has captured the voices of women from all the ecclesiastical regions; a document that marks the collaboration of women who drafted the document and bishops who approved the final draft. It is a document that the bishops are committed to; a document that makes the bishops accountable. In his foreword to the document, Varkey Cardinal Vithayathil, the outgoing CBCI President, writes: "The Policy promotes the egalitarian message of Jesus, with the vision of a collaborative Church with Gender Justice..."�The Policy has three parts. Part I provides a Christian understanding of gender equality and draws attention to the situation of women in India, and the efforts of the Catholic Bishops Conference of India (CBCI) to empower women. Part II elucidates the vision, mission, objectives and guiding principles of the policy, while Part III addresses areas of implementation which are presented as policy statements and strategies.�One of the strongest sections is the one on women and family. It upholds mutual respect and equal partnership in the marriage relationship, equal rights of daughters and sons, and strong public denouncement of dowry and all forms of domestic violence (physical, verbal, emotional, sexual and economic). There is sensitivity to the painful processes of canonical annulment and civil divorce and awareness of the need to address the cultural and economic factors that lead to abortion, foeticide and suicide.�The strategies for education, health and social involvement by and large reinforce the existing life-transforming initiatives of the Church. What is a welcome addition is the recognition of the need for specifically designed gender sensitivity programmes to facilitate changes in mindset, behaviour and practices among all members of the Church, including bishops, so as to eliminate discrimination against women. The section on violence against women advocates zero tolerance and calls for structures, mechanisms and documents for effectively combating sexual harassment against women in families, workplaces and Church institutions.�On the plus side, feminist theology and the pastoral work of women are affirmed. The need for gender mainstreaming, gender auditing and gender budgeting to form an integral part of the structure and functioning of all CBCI Commissions and diocesan social service societies is recognised. Avenues are proposed for women to participate in the decision-making processes of the Church at all levels, with the necessary training for leadership.�The document contents itself with an arbitrary "adequate" representation, despite the strong recommendation of the CBCI plenary assembly (2008) for "at least 35% representation of women as office- bearers and members on parish and diocesan pastoral councils, finance committees and other ecclesial bodies at the local and national levels". 


A lacuna is the absence of strategies for articulating women’s spirituality and using inclusive language, although implied in the mission and objectives of the document.�Overall however, it is a path-breaking document and a milestone in the evolution of the Church. The bishops’ commitment is evident in the concluding implementation mechanisms and proposed budgets. The women’s commitment must be seen in their enthusiasm to study the policy, plan strategies to enter the doors that have been opened and widen those opened only slightly. They must publicise the triumphs and failures of its implementation so that other women are encouraged, the bishops are motivated and the Church of Christ may once again be whole (Gal 3:28).


BISHOPS, BISHOPS!!! GAJIWALA SCENTS BLOOD. IN YOUR GENDER POLICY, SHE HAS SENSED A GIANT LEAP FORWARD FOR FEMINIST THEOLOGY IN INDIA. SHE READS MORE INTO IT THAN THERE IS THERE FOR HER, AND SHE HAS ALREADY IDENTIFIED SOME 'LACUNAE' IN THAT POLICY. SHE AND THE PEOPLE WITH HER ARE NOT GOING TO SETTLE FOR ANYTHING LESS THAN WHAT THEY WANT, AND IF YOU HAVE BEEN READING THIS ARTICLE OF MINE, YOU KNOW WHAT THAT IS. WHAT LITTLE SLACK YOU GIVE, THEY WILL NEVER LET YOU TAKE BACK, AND IF YOU GIVE A LITTLE, THEY’RE GOING TO USE IT TO LEVER FOR MORE. HER CLOSING WORDS REMIND ME OF THE CAMEL THAT CONVINCED ITS OWNER TO LET IT WARM ITS NOSE IN THE DOOR OF HIS TENT. WE KNOW WHAT HAPPENED NEXT.





ONCE AGAIN, SEE PAGE 19, IT’S THE BOMBAY ARCHDIOCESAN WOMEN’S DAY CELEBRATIONS


The Examiner, March 6, 2010, full page report by, you guessed it, Dr Astrid Lobo Gajiwala


Nothing new to report here. Gajiwala was felicitated for having "contributed to the journey of women’s empowerment in Mumbai", receiving her citation "from Bishop Bosco [Penha] amid loud cheering". [When you read that quote, remember who the author of the article is! This is blatant self-promotion.] 


Naturally Gajiwala spoke to the delegates about the new CBCI Commission for Women’s Gender Policy, the story says, though obviously she was not about to ask the Bishop yet when he was going to ordain the archdiocese’s first woman priest. Maybe one day soon, she may tell him when to. [I just now thought that I should substitute the word 'tell' with 'advise', but I decided that 'tell' is more truthful.]�


THE COMPANY THAT ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA KEEPS!!!!! 


Frontiers in Asian Christian Theology: Emerging Trends (Paperback) by R. S. Sugirtharajah, undated


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.co.uk/Frontiers-Asian-Christian-Theology-Emerging/dp/toc/0883449544" ��http://www.amazon.co.uk/Frontiers-Asian-Christian-Theology-Emerging/dp/toc/0883449544� EXTRACT:


Table of Contents


4. "Han-Pu-Ri": Doing Theology from Korean Women's Perspective 


By Chung Hyun Kyung


5. Dancing, Chi, and the Holy Spirit 


By Peter K. H. Lee


6. Feminine Images of God in Korean Traditional Religion 


By Choi Man Ja


7. Who is God for Us Today? 


By Jyoti Sahi


8. The Dragon, the Deluge, and Creation Theology 


By Archie Lee Chi Chung


9. Wrestling in the Night 


By Samuel Rayan


14. My Marriage is Not a Sacrament 


By Astrid Lobo Gajiwala


18. The Language of Human Rights: An Ethical Esperanto? Reflections on Universal Human Rights from an Indian Third-World Context 


By Felix Wilfred


19. Theological Perspectives on the Environmental Crisis 


By Samuel Rayan


20. Ethnic Conflict in Sri Lanka and the Responsibility of the Theologian 


By Tissa Balasuriya


I DO NOT KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THE WRITERS WITH THE CHINESE NAMES. BUT CONSIDERING WHAT I DO KNOW ABOUT THE OTHERS, I AM SUSPICIOUS ABOUT THEM ALL [I OMITTED 10 OTHERS, BUT THEY’RE ALL PROBABLY OF THE SAME STOCK]. AFTER ALL, DON’T BIRDS OF A FEATHER FLOCK TOGETHER? AND OUR ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA IS SMACK IN THEIR MIDST, PROCLAIMING THAT HER MARRIAGE IS NOT A SACRAMENT [I BET NOT. SEE FOLLOWING PAGES]:


SAMUEL RAYAN IS A JESUIT THEOLOGIAN WHO OPENLY OPPOSED ROME’S BAN ON JESUIT ANTHONY DE MELLO’s WRITINGS. HE IS ONE OF THE CONTRIBUTORS TO VANDANA MATAJI’S BOOK Shabda Shakti Sangam, 1995 ed. which is loaded from cover to cover with occult material on kundalini, chakras, nadis, the sushumna, energy fields, the astral/vital body, yoga, the OM mantra etc.


FELIX WILFRED IS A LEADING INDIAN THEOLOGIAN. HE HAS BEEN SEVERELY CENSURED BY ROME. TISSA BALASURIYA IS A LEADING SRI LANKAN THEOLOGIAN. HE, TOO, HAS BEEN SEVERELY CENSURED BY ROME. A PILLAR OF THE SEDITIOUS CATHOLIC ASHRAMS MOVEMENT, JYOTI SAHI, AN ARTIST BY PROFESSION AND FOUNDER OF THE 'ART ASHRAM' IN BANGALORE, IS CONSIDERED ALSO AS AN INDIAN THEOLOGIAN. HE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR MUCH OF THE EARLY HINDU-IZED REPRESENTATIONS OF JESUS CHRIST AND CHRISTIAN THEMES IN CATHOLIC INSTITUTIONS.


SINCE I HAVE WRITTEN ABOUT THE ERRORS OF EACH OF THESE PERSONALITIES IN MY OTHER REPORTS, I WILL NOT ELABORATE FURTHER HERE.





Journeying Into Communion by Dr. Kalpesh Gajiwala and Dr. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, [probably 1993- Michael]


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ibiblio.org/ahkitj/wscfap/arms1974/Regl_womens_prog/Community%20of%20Women%20and%20Men/journeying%20into%20communion.htm" ��http://www.ibiblio.org/ahkitj/wscfap/arms1974/Regl_womens_prog/Community%20of%20Women%20and%20Men/journeying%20into%20communion.htm� EXTRACT:


Astrid: We also consulted Fr. Felix Machado, a Catholic theologian who helped me discern the "Hindu" face of God…


For me, as a Catholic, one of the biggest hurdles I had to cross was my Church's insistence on the baptism of my children. Again and again, I had been taught that faith was a gift; that Christ chooses us through no merit of our own. Vatican documents speak of salvation for all, and inter-religious dialogue emphasizes that God is above any one religion. If I truly believe this, how could I reconcile myself with the church's dogmatism? 


My husband, whom I love, is a non-Catholic whose love for God is unmistakable. Was it right for me to alienate his children from him by giving them a Catholic label? Through him I began being exposed to spiritual giants whose vision of God encompassed and tran�scended the Christ of the gospels. How could I not but be touched by the mystical experience of these holy women and men? My own image of God underwent a transformation. Hinduism affirmed my yearning for a Mother God who had been denied to me for so long. It put me in contact with the Universal God whose rev�elation cannot be limited; the Cosmic God that links the past, the present and the future, the God of Crea�tion that unites the human and the earth. Despite the restrictions of my Catholic conditioning, my under�standing of God had been enriched. Could I, then, in conscience, deny my children the freedom to imbibe religious truth whatever its origin? Did it really make a difference what path my children chose, so long as they remained open to the Spirit and lived in loving kinship with other human beings?


Kalpesh: When Astrid told me that her church expected us to promise to baptize our children, I was upset. This was the first time that religion very explicitly threatened to impose itself upon us. It was also the first time we were separated in our line of thinking, threatening the very possibility of our marriage. Astrid was very much willing to fall in line with her church's demand. I strongly opposed it.


For me, baptizing the child who doesn't even know what is happening is giving a label to the child. Religious labels are like names. They stick with one throughout life. As one loves one's name and completely identifies with it, so does one accept religion. This makes our growth limited and we are unable to expand beyond the prevailing mind-set of the religion of our birth. A wall of division always exists and it is difficult to break.


It was Fr. Felix Machado whose theology class, I was allowed to attend, who gave Astrid and me a wider perspective of Hinduism and enlightened us on interfaith dialogue. He helped us make an informed decision in freedom from guilt and fear. We were ready to walk upon a new path.


Astrid: In the end, it was for me, a choice between being true to deeply held convictions rooted in Jesus' embrace of the human person and obeying an institutional law of the Church that, understandably, was safeguarding its own interests. And so, despite the misgivings of the hierarchy, I agreed to bring up my children in two religious traditions, leaving them free to choose their own response to God.


Kalpesh: …we repeated our marriage vows three times over in Court, in church and at a Hindu ceremony! … Since family tensions still existed, all the arrangements for the church wedding had to be made surreptitiously and without family support. It turned out to be a blessing in disguise. Help came from various quarters. "Satyashodhak" took over the liturgy, adapting it to suit both our religions. The ceremony started with the lighting of a "diya" (lamp), the symbol of fire sacred to both our traditions. Rabindranath Tagore's hymns set the mood and excerpts from the Bible and the Bhagavad Gita were read…


Kalpesh: The Hindu ceremony followed the next day. Once again the response was astounding from Astrid's friends and relatives. Even Astrid's mother who considered all Hindu rites as "pagan" not only attended, but came up and participated when called. And leading all of them was Fr. Fabregat, S.J., his very presence authenticating the sacredness of the ceremony…


Our problem with my mother-in-law is not over… What pained her most was that I didn't allow Gayatri to be baptized. Even though Astrid was unhappy with my decision, it was she who reasoned with her mother on my behalf and tried to make her understand our decision. Till today, though, she cannot understand that my aim was not to deprive her grand children of Christianity or make them absolute Hindus, but to enable them to get at the essence of religion without getting entangled in dogma, rituals etc.


Astrid: As a new bride, I was aghast when Kalpesh's family happily set about choosing a name for me. "Astrid" was to be relegated to the past. I had to take on a new identity. Dresses had to give away to sarees. My forehead was to be marked forever with a "tikka", sign of a Hindu wife… Today I proudly flaunt my crimson "tikka" as a sign of my "shakti" (power) (despite my mother's disapproval) and delight in being mistaken for a Gujarathi when I don a saree.


Kalpesh: Since we had decided to have only two children, a child of each sex would make for a nice balanced family. [see my comment on page 24]


Kalpesh: Astrid's activity in the Church and her writing in Catholic magazines became an interesting point of interaction for us. She was very keen on raising the status of women in the Church. I appreciated her ability to analyse, reach the roots of problems, and to look at issues from different angles.


In her Church she is respected for her balanced and well-researched articles. These have earned her many admirers and friends including some well-known theologians, and I was proud of her achievements. Through her I got drawn into Church circles and as a couple in an inter-faith marriage, we became an object of interest.


Kalpesh: Our decision to remain true to our own religious identities was for us a con�stant challenge. Trivialities took on dangerous overtones and forced us to tread cautiously.


Astrid: I, for one was amazed at how easy it is to betray one's convictions. Never being one for veneration of religious pictures and statues, even before we set up home, I had decided that my worship of God would dispense with all these non-essentials… And as a reminder of my commitment to Christ, I settled for a simple cross in our bedroom, a handmade wedding present from one of Kalpesh's Hindu friends.


Then suddenly, all this changed. We began receiving a deluge of holy pictures and statues from Kalpesh's well-meaning family. Perhaps it was their way of ensuring the Hindu tradition of their progeny. It made me nervous. I began thinking: maybe I should get a picture of Jesus. Gayatri, my daughter, can then identify with God as a person, the way she does with the portrait of Krishna and Radha. Match picture for picture, statue for statue. 


Our home would soon become a showroom with Kalpesh and I marketing our religious wares!


Fortunately, better sense prevailed. We talked things over and decided to set limits to the religious articles that would adorn our home, even at the risk of offending relatives. As for Gayatn, barely over a year old, she chose her own path. The cross was "Jesus" whether it was atop the Church or struck on her doctor father's windshield. And her daily ritual was a gay "morning Jesus" or "Om Shanti, Jesus", to the cross beside our bed.


But just so that I didn't take her for granted, an occasional "where's Jesus"? would have her pointing to the picture of Radha and Krishna across the room, and Kalpesh's "say namaste to Ganapati baba" would have her bowing with a cheerful "morning Jesus". She had made the divine connection effortlessly and was a few steps ahead of us already!


Kalpesh: Since I am not a temple goer, I am not particularly interested in external worship. Sometimes, however, I feel threatened when my children want to talk only of Jesus Christ. Obviously their visits to the Church with Astrid have made some impact. I live, respect and admire Jesus Christ, but I do not identify Christ with any Christian Church or Church teaching. I feel these limit God's fullness. Christ is always projected as the property of Christians. Hence, I believe, that if my children only identify them-selves with Christianity, a rare opportunity will be lost to them. They will fail to dip into the treasure trove of spiritual knowledge that is our Indian heritage. It is my prayer, therefore, that rather than be bound by any particular dogma or philosophy, my children may dynamically understand and reach the fullness of God.


Astrid: Our peace is disturbed from time to time. Like when Kalpesh, feels threatened by Gayatri's rejection. Our eldest, she is now all of four years old, with a mind that never ceases to question and assimilate and now, it seems, discard. "I don't want to hear stories about Krishna. I only want stories about Jesus. I like Jesus, because on his birthday Santa Claus brings everyone presents". Kalpesh looks at me accusingly. I search for words. "But we celebrate Diwali. You got presents, a new dress..." "I didn't get presents, only money".


I am at a loss. I want to laugh, but I see Kalpesh's hurt look and stop. He wants so much that his children should reap the full benefit of two religions. His dreams for them are true religious freedom.


Maybe I'm not exposing them sufficiently to Hinduism", he introspects...


Kalpesh: On this foundation we built the prayer life of our subsequent years. Although we experimented with a number or formal prayers, and made any number of resolutions, however, as a couple somehow we never succeeded in saying "daily" prayers together. Spontaneous prayers of thanksgiving as we look at our children, intense "letting go" as we struggle to make far reaching "decisions, petition prayers, prayers of repentance, these have been our invitation to God in our lives.


Matters got a bit complicated when the children arrived. As they grew a little older we felt the need to demonstrate a unity in our prayer life, especially if we were to give truth to what we were teaching them about the One Universal God. So now every night our family sits down to pray in a happy mix of English and Sanskrit including the prayers our children have learnt at school.


Astrid: In all this as a mother, I am expected to play a crucial role matching my husband's reverent attitude, leading the "Hindu" prayers. And what brings the biggest smile is Kalpesh's description of us as "Hindu-Catholics"!


Despite this openness, however, we have our limitations. Our joint prayers do not call on a personal God and we studiously avoid erecting an altar. While I have no inhibitions about my children worshipping the Hindu pantheon, I balk at doing the same and my in-law's "tutoring" of my children I see as an unwelcome intrusion. Even the traditional Hindu greeting, "Jai Shree Krishna", makes me hesitate, and I settle for the more universal "Om Shanti". With much regret, I also make Jesus take backseat, restraining myself with the children lest Kalpesh feels threatened. Sometimes I find it awkward praying before the picture of Krishna and Radha, but don't care enough to insist on pictures I can identify with. Always at the back of my mind I wonder about syncretism. Will I be watering down my faith if I allow (presumptuous me!) Christ to share the same space as Krishna? I take the easy way out and follow my daugh�ter's advice: "Teacher says, close your eyes and think of God".


Fortunately, rituals are not an important part of our lives. Hindu festivals are celebrated with Kalpesh performing the pujas with me at his side, and Christian feasts are celebrated with all of us attending Mass.


Astrid: Strangely enough, what ties me up in theological knots are the intricacies of my own religion…


… [w]hat about "A(Wo)men!"


The priesthood, too poses problems. "Are you going to say your morning prayers?" I asked Gayatri when she was two years old. "No, I'll say Mass!" she replied.


Two years later as she munches unblessed hosts on the way home, she reassures me: "Mummy you also can call Jesus into the host. Yes Mummy, he'll come if you call him". 


I'm not prepared to deny that, whatever my Church says…*


What, for instance do we write as our children's religion when filling up their school admission applications? So far, we have settled for "Hindu-Catholic".


*GAJIWALA MEANS THAT ANYONE, INCLUDING WOMEN [SHE HERSELF AND HER DAUGHTER TOO] CAN CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST ["CALL JESUS INTO THE HOST"], NO MATTER WHAT 'HER' CHURCH SAYS [TEACHES] TO THE CONTRARY!!!!!


AND THAT IS ALSO WHAT SUBHASH ANAND MEANT WHEN HE WROTE, SEE PAGE 14:


"I believe I do not need to be ordained to celebrate it [the Eucharist], and so I do not see any reason why women cannot celebrate it."


HOW LONG BEFORE BOMBAY CATHOLICS ATTEND A 'MASS' 'CELEBRATED' BY MOTHER GAJIWALA?


MY COMMENTS:


CATHOLICS DO NOT DECIDE [SEE PAGE 22] ON THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN THEY WILL HAVE!


GAJIWALA WRITES ABOUT "Fr. Felix Machado, a Catholic theologian who helped me discern the "Hindu" face of God." KALPESH ELABORATES, "It was Fr. Felix Machado whose theology class, I was allowed to attend, who gave Astrid and me a wider perspective of Hinduism and enlightened us on interfaith dialogue." 


WHO IS FR FELIX MACHADO? 


I HOPE I GET THIS RIGHT BECAUSE THERE IS A FR. DR. FELIX MACHADO, A PRIEST FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY WHO WAS THE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR INTER-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE. HE HAS BEEN CONNECTED BY ME WITH DHARMA BHARATHI AND KRIPA FOUNDATION -- BOTH NEW AGE -- PROGRAMMES, SEE THE RESPECTIVE REPORTS ON OUR WEB SITE.


A FR. FELIX MACHADO, ORDAINED 1976, WAS CONSECRATED AS BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF NASHIK ON MARCH 8, 2008, AND TRANSFERRED AS BISHOP OF VASAI IN NOVEMBER 2009.


A Fr. Felix Machado, Professor in Theology and Indology, St Pius X College, Mumbai*, was one of the contributors to 'Shabda Shakti Sangam', Ashram founder Vandana Mataji RSCJ’s [edited], 1995 800-plus pages tome, printed at St Pauls and sold by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India’s National Biblical, Catechetical and Liturgical Council, Bangalore. *This is where the Gajiwalas studied theology


WHAT IS Shabda Shakti Sangam?


Shabda Shakti Sangam is LOADED from cover to cover with occult material on kundalini, chakras, nadis, the sushumna, energy fields, the astral/vital body, yoga, the OM mantra etc., often accompanied by vivid schematic diagrams.


I BELIEVE THAT THE GAJIWALAS’ MENTOR IS THIS FELIX MACHADO, AND I SINCERELY HOPE AND PRAY THAT HE IS NOT THE SAME FELIX MACHADO WHO IS NOW THE BISHOP OF VASAI BECAUSE IF HE IS, IT MEANS THAT THE INDIAN CHURCH NOW HAS AT LEAST ONE BISHOP WHO COVERTLY SUPPORTS THE DEMAND FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS, LED OF COURSE BY THE GAJIWALAS.





The Challenge of Being Different: a Christian-Hindu marriage by Astrid Lobo Gajiwala


� HYPERLINK "http://www.interchurchfamilies.org/journal/98su14.shtm" ��http://www.interchurchfamilies.org/journal/98su14.shtm� undated, probably 1998 -Michael


The challenge of an interfaith marriage begins with the decision to love. It is a decision that immediately puts the couple outside the traditional system, forcing them to carve a space of their own, often a space in which they are on their own. 


The courtship, more often than not, is conducted clandestinely. Inevitably there is family opposition, and, when the Catholic Church is involved, once again there are no welcoming smiles. It is ten years now since I went through it all, but when I look back I still feel the pain. I was warned that there was a high failure rate in interfaith marriages. (True, perhaps, but to date no statistics are available.) Further I was advised to marry under the Special Marriage Act (which has “mutual consent” as a ground for divorce), so that we could easily avail ourselves of a civil divorce should things go wrong. (Pragmatic advice, no doubt, but insensitive. And I couldn’t help wondering if entering into marriage with divorce in mind was not grounds for “defective consent”!) Finally, I was given a form to sign which used the words of the outdated Code of Canon Law, making me promise to baptise my children unconditionally, a deviation from the existing code which requires the Catholic partner to promise “to do all in his or her power in order that the all the children be baptised”. When I questioned this, I was told that this policy was laid down by the local bishop to dissuade interfaith marriages.


The wedding ceremony itself poses a challenge. Each family wants its own religious rite, and the Catholic Church insists on only a church wedding. As a result, what normally marks the coming together of two families can become the first sign of division. At the personal level, preparations for the big day are clouded by uncertainties. Although I loved Kalpesh, I remember having many fears. Would I fit into a culture that my western upbringing saw as inferior? Was I willing to accept the joint family and the loss of self it entailed? How would I cope in a community where women were mostly confined to the home? With a different language and strange food and cultural customs? How would our two families adjust to each other?


Then there were the religious expectations. How would I work out the baptism of our children? Despite the reassurances of Kalpesh and his parents, practice of my own religion was in question. I kept imagining myself being marginalised in a Hindu majority. Perhaps Sunday mass would become a mere inconvenience. Maybe I would have to play down religious celebrations. As the first bahu in a household without daughters, I would have certain religious responsibilities. Would that affect my religious affiliation? What kind of family prayer could I look forward to? 


One saving grace was that there was no mention of conversion. Not all couples are so lucky. Often Catholic families will insist on the conversion of the non-Catholic partner. Alternatively a Catholic woman by virtue of her second class status may be expected to embrace her husband’s religion as part of her new life with him. It is my belief that this bid to convert stems from an inability to understand the saving grace of God in other religions. It also reflects a fear of losing one’s religious identity, for by crossing religious frontiers interfaith marriages seem to question existing religious boundaries. And of course there is the “power” issue, for interfaith couples enter into religious territory that often is outside the control of religious authority in society and in the home.


New boundaries call for new religious identities, ones which the couple has to define for themselves. When two religions are involved, the old formulas don’t work any more. 


Every familiar ritual and tradition is strange, sometimes even offensive, to one partner. God has to be discovered afresh. Often there is no family or community support. On the contrary, there are many “watchful eyes”, waiting to say, “We told you it wouldn’t work.”


Some may see these as problems, or may even use them to exploit more basic differences in a relationship. For those who dare to search, however, an interfaith marriage is a challenge that never fails to enrich, especially if the partners continue to respect and nurture each other’s uniqueness. The key is love, and trust in the Spirit who is an inexhaustible source of energy that continuously makes all things new. 


Love and the Spirit have opened many doors for Kalpesh and me. They came in the guise of supportive friends who helped us to explore the challenges ahead, brought about healing and reconciliation, and gave us the gift of a wedding ceremony we will never forget. They were there in the response of our families who were challenged to move beyond their own desires. 


And sacrament or not, they were there in our midst as our two families took up the offertory gifts, as the Pandit invited my mother to give us her blessings, as Kalpesh and I took the seven pheras around the sacred fire and exchanged rings and sacred vows at the altar. They have wrought a miracle in our lives.


I laugh now when I recall my fear of being a “minority” Christian. My Hindu father-in-law, who meditates every dawn and goes for a daily teaching, makes sure I never miss Sunday mass when I stay with him. There is curiosity about my rituals, and interest in the teachings of Christ. Not a Christmas or an Easter has gone by without phone calls or cards from my Hindu cousins. Christmas cake is much in demand, and Santa Claus has gained an entry into my young nieces’ and nephews’ lives! This year Kalpesh’s parents brought in Christmas with us, and the only “home-made” sweets in our house were those made by my mother-in-law!


My family, not to be outdone, comes laden with sweets to my in-laws’ home at Diwali, even my 86-year-old mother who once objected (because it was Hindu) to a bindi (the red dot on a woman’s forehead, usually a sign of marriage, but also a symbol of shakti, or “woman power”). From a household of carnivores they have been converted into a household that not only appreciates varied vegetarian fare, but one that has learned to cook it to accommodate my Hindu family. Hindus and Christians, we are all more comfortable with each other now. We are no longer concerned about what the church or the community expects, but about how we can express our respect and love for each other.


The biggest catalysts in this transformation have been our children. My mother-in-law, a strict vegetarian, has been reduced to feeding her grandchildren chicken at a function. And at my nephew's first Holy Communion, Gayatri, just two and a half years old, drew her Hindu grandparents into the church, made a beeline for the cross, and ordered them to bow and say, “Jai-Jai.” Who could refuse her magnetic charm? 


Over the years, my mother has learned to put aside her shotgun and forgive her son-in-law for stealing her daughter. A couple of years ago she accompanied us to Sri Aurobindo’s* (Kalpesh’s guru’s) ashram in Pondicherry, and felt at peace. 


*SRI AUROBINDO: NAMED AS ONE OF THE WORLD’S LEADING NEW AGERS, VATICAN DOCUMENT ON THE NEW AGE, NOTES 17. GAJIWALA IS SRI AUROBINDO’S DEVOTEE -Michael


One day at home she watched three-year-old Ashutosh pick up a little book of mantras by Sri Aurobindo and the Divine Mother, and “read” aloud. Some time later her curiosity got the better of her. She picked up the book and browsed through it. “I want a copy,” she said, “I’d like to say them, but to my God.” And to think that nine years ago I was worried about her reaction to the use of Gujarati bhajans in our nuptial service!


Reaching this stage, however, has taken patience, dialogue, evolution over time, and a rootedness in the Spirit who knows no spiritual boundaries. We have been through our fights – misunderstandings, ego clashes, deep-seated prejudices. Like the time when Gayatri, when a four-year-old, dropped a bombshell: “I don’t want to hear stories about Krishna. I only want stories about Jesus. I like Jesus, because on his birthday Santa Claus brings everyone presents.” Suddenly Kalpesh was accusing, and I was on the defensive. “You know I would never say anything against Hinduism to the children. And I wouldn’t use the time I have with them to brainwash them about Christianity.” But silently I wondered. If I curb my Christian spirit for fear of offending my husband, will I not be depriving my children of a precious part of me? Must I match his neglect with mine, or challenge him to do his bit?


Obviously, if we were to prevent religious freedom from degenerating into religious bankruptcy, we had to grow ourselves, embrace each other and break the barriers limiting us. We had not only to tune in to the revealing voice of God in another religion, but examine our own “truths” by going back to the Source of all Truth, and answer some very basic questions, such as, “Who is God?”, and “What is really essential for my faith?” We had to confront our prejudices. There could be no comparisons (“Mine is the only way”) and judgements (“Idol worshippers”, “You are all obsessed with conversion”), only a respect for the human person. And finally, we had to learn not just to appreciate the other’s freedom without feeling threatened, but to celebrate our differences, for as Bishop Pierre Claverie, a contemporary martyr of Algeria, has said, “If we accept that no one possesses God, then we all have need of other people’s truth.” It is part of a process that may continue throughout our lifetime, one that requires a determined effort. For my husband and me it has meant reading, reflecting, consulting women and men in whom we experience the Spirit, experimenting, and, most important, remaining ourselves always open to the Spirit. There are still many unanswered questions in our lives. The one that challenges us continually is, “Won’t you confuse your children, exposing them to two different religious traditions?” Interestingly, it is a question posed only by Catholics, never by Hindus. Only time will provide an answer. 


In the meantime we have learned some valuable lessons, not the least of which is that differences can provide occasions for growth. With love, perseverance and a willingness to understand the other’s feelings, what started out as a stress has ended up as a strength. Facing challenges and resolving conflicts has helped us to grow as persons. It has made for a closer and more caring marital relationship. We have learned to be sensitive to each other’s feelings, to be creative in working out alternatives, to be flexible in our demands and often just to be silently patient. As a result, our lives have been enriched with a cultural and religious diversity, and God, divested of so many limiting beliefs, has become truly the Mystery which we have learned to live with humbly. 


Sadly, as yet there is no place for inter-religious marriages in the institutional Church. They are discouraged, ignored and pushed to the margins – this despite the fact that such marriages are on the increase in India. In Bombay alone, in 1994 ten per cent of the marriages celebrated in Catholic churches involved a non-Catholic partner. This does not include those marriages not registered in Church because the Catholic partner cannot sign the form requiring a promise to baptise her/his children.


We urgently need to realise that interfaith marriages cannot be governed by the existing rules. The entire context is different. Where traditional marriage encourages a uniformity of worship, interfaith marriages have to make space for religious pluralism and work towards unity in diversity. We have to start from the life experience of couples and evolve new ways of experiencing Christ. We have to provide fresh guidelines that will consider the complex reality of these marriages. It is part of taking seriously our responsibility to provide pastoral care to such couples (can. 1063).


We need to offer counselling, and the opportunity to meet couples in stable interfaith marriages (can. 1064). We need a wedding liturgy that is a call to true evangelisation, inclusive of God’s presence in other religions. We need wedding vows that are respectful of all the bonds of love uniting the couple – to each other, their families, and their children yet to come. We need to make available spiritual directors who truly know and love the Spirit in other religions. Most important, we need to welcome interfaith couples. Instead of talking to them in hushed whispers, and trying to sweep them under the carpet, let us celebrate God’s gift of love to them and together search for ways of transforming it into the God-experience of a lifetime. It may be one way of making visible the presence of Christ.


ABOVE ARE TWO ACCOUNTS OF A GRADUAL COMPROMISE WITH HINDUISM AND SYNCRETISM BY THE LOBO FAMILY, EVEN IF SHE WAS PROBABLY NOT MUCH MORE THAN A NOMINAL CATHOLIC TO START WITH. THE JESUS OF THE GAJIWALAS IS A SANTA CLAUS WHO BRINGS CHRISTMAS GOODIES. WHAT I CANNOT GET OVER IS THAT ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA BELIEVES -- AFTER ALL OF THIS -- THAT SHE IS STILL CHRISTIAN AND CATHOLIC. OF COURSE, SHE CAN BE EXPECTED TO GIVE EAR TO ONLY THOSE FELLOW-THEOLOGIANS WHO WILL HELP HER RETAIN THAT ILLUSION TILL THE END.





A LETTER TO ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA:


From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" ��michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Monday, 22 March, 2010, 9:12 PM Subject: Mrs. Gajiwala


Bro., This is as requested by you. She did not reply. name withheld [HER RESPONSE IS ON PAGE 105- MICHAEL]


From: name withheld Subject: RESEARCH INTO PROPOSED ORDINATION OF WOMEN�To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:asklobog@gmail.com" ��asklobog@gmail.com� Date: Friday, 19 March, 2010, 7:36 AM


Dear Mrs. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, For my research paper, I would like to know what are the present thinking and action trends among women theologians in India for the ordination of women. Have you written anything on that topic?


If there is any research material on the internet, could you please give me the links? I will be most grateful to you for helping me complete my work early so that I can publish it.


In case you are kind enough to respond, please explain how you are a woman theologian (which I read in the Dec. 14 CathNewsAsia report) and also advise me if I can quote you in my paper or not. With kind regards, name withheld





SEE EARLIER CORRESPONDENCE WITH SUBHASH ANAND ON PAGES 13, 14


From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" ��michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Monday, 22 March, 2010, 9:15 PM Subject: Fr. Subhash


Bro., This also as requested by you. Find his reply below. name withheld


From: name withheld Subject: "barring ordained priesthood" To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" ��43subhash@gmail.com� 


Date: Friday, 19 March, 2010, 7:26 AM


Dear Fr Subhash, I am sorry for the late response. I was busy. Did you see this story* published the day after you replied to me? name withheld *Church agrees sharing power with women March 9, 2010 [see page 15- Michael]


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" ��43subhash@gmail.com� Subject: Re: barring ordained priesthood To: name withheld 


Date: Saturday, 20 March, 2010, 8:54 AM


Thanks but you still have to tell me who you are. Subhash Anand 0294-2423507 


IF HIS THEOLOGY IS CATHOLIC, WHY IS SUBHASH ANAND SO CAREFUL ABOUT WHO HE WRITES TO?


IS HIS 'CULTIC PRIESTHOOD: FROM NEW TESTAMENT TO TRENT' PUBLISHED IN THE CATHOLIC MEDIA?  


 


Is the ball now in the women’s court? by Virginia Saldanha [refer back to page 18]


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/2010/03/15/is-the-ball-now-in-the-women%E2%80%99s-court/" ��http://www.ucanews.com/2010/03/15/is-the-ball-now-in-the-women%E2%80%99s-court/� �EXTRACT: March 15, 2010 MUMBAI, India (UCAN) The passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill by the Upper House of parliament in India is a small but nonetheless significant step for the realization of women’s political rights… Many Catholic women express the hope that the Church follows the example of the government in including women in decision-making bodies as well. Perhaps we have to work using the newly released Gender Policy of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India to this end.  [SEE PAGES 103, 104]


Virginia Saldanha is the former executive secretary of the FABC Office of Laity and Family and of the CBCI.


     MORE ON FEMINISTS AND THEIR STRUGGLE FOR THE ORDINATION OF  


    WOMEN  IN THE INDIAN CHURCH, AND WHAT ROME SAYS ABOUT THEM





I WILL BE WRITING A SEPARATE ARTICLE ON "WOMEN THINKERS" OR "WOMEN THEOLOGIANS" IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA WHO ARE ECO-FEMINISTS [NEW AGERS] AS WELL AS LOBBYISTS FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS. LEADING THEM ARE NUNS LIKE JOAN CHITTISTER [PAGES 17, 18], BUT THE REPRESENTATION OF LAY WOMEN LIKE ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA IS INCREASING. THEY DEMAND THE USE OF GENDER-INCLUSIVE OR GENDER-NEUTRAL LANGUAGE IN THE TRANSLATION OF THE SCRIPTURES AND IN THE LITURGY OF THE MASS, AND FIND SUPPORT IN MEN’S RELIGIOUS ORDERS LIKE THE JESUITS WHICH IS WHY ONE NOW HEARS A LOT OF "GOD OUR FATHER AND MOTHER" IMPROVISATION IN THE RUBRICS.


SOME FEMINISTS ADVOCATE A NON-HIERARCHIAL CHURCH WHERE ALL ARE PRIESTS. IN THIS NEW CHURCH, THE WORDS OF THE CONGREGATION WILL "CALL JESUS" INTO THE PHYSICAL ELEMENTS AT MASS [TRANSFORM THE BREAD AND WINE INTO THE BODY AND BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST].


MANY FEMINISTS THEMSELVES END UP WITH A GODDESS FOR GOD, OR DEIFYING MOTHER EARTH.


IN THAT REPORT I WILL PRESENT WHAT GENUINE CATHOLIC FEMINISM IS. IT IS THE "THEOLOGY OF WOMAN" AS DISTINGUISHED FROM "FEMINIST THEOLOGY" WHICH IS NEW AGE.


SOME OF THE CHURCH’S RESPONSES TO FEMINISM CAN BE FOUND IN POPE JOHN PAUL II’s 1988 APOSTOLIC LETTER "Mulieris Dignitatem" - "On the Dignity and Vocation of Women," THE 1994 VATICAN DOCUMENT "Ordinatio Sacerdotalis" AND POPE JOHN PAUL II’s 1995 ENCYCLICAL, "The Gospel of Life". 


SOME OF THE LEADING WESTERN FEMINISTS, CATHOLICS, EVEN NUNS, ARE OPENLY LESBIAN. OTHERS ARE ANTI-LIFE AND ANTI-FAMILY. ONE DEVIATION LEADS TO ANOTHER. 


MANY CATHOLIC FEMINISTS REJECT MAJOR TEACHINGS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.


REMEMBER GAJIWALA’S HUSBAND SAYING, PAGE 22: "we had decided to have only two children".


INDIAN FEMINISTS ARE LEARNING FROM THEIR WESTERN SISTERS-IN-ARMS AND CATCHING UP FAST. WHEN I ATTENDED MY CONTACT CLASSES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS FOR MY MASTER'S IN CHRISTIAN STUDIES, FEMINIST THEOLOGY WAS TAKEN BY A NUN WHO BECAME SO EMOTIONAL WHEN LAMENTING THE ATTITUDE OF THE CHURCH IN REGARD TO WOMEN’S ORDINATION THAT I HAD TO REBUKE HER AND DEMAND THAT SHE APPROACH THE SUBJECT OBJECTIVELY IN AN ACADEMIC DISCUSSION [SOME OF THE STUDENTS WERE PROTESTANTS AND FORMER CATHOLICS].


SHE AND THE OTHER PRIEST-LECTURERS OFTEN MENTIONED "ROME" AS IF IT WAS AN ENEMY AGENT.


THE INDIAN CHURCH HAS ENOUGH OF NEW AGE TROJAN HORSES WITHIN HER AS MY MANY REPORTS REVEAL, WITHOUT HER HAVING TO DEAL WITH THE ADDITIONAL SCOURGE OF RADICAL FEMINISM.


WE HAVE EXAMINED ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA IN SUFFICIENT DETAIL AND UNDERSTOOD THAT SHE PROMOTES NEW AGE IDEAS -- THOUGH SHE MAY NOT BE AWARE OF THAT -- AND OTHER ERRORS.


LET US NOW LOOK AT SOME NEWS STORIES ON RADICAL FEMINISTS IN THE CHURCH IN INDIA, FOCUSING MAINLY ON THOSE WHO ARE IN THE VANGUARD OF THE DEMAND FOR THE PRIESTLY ORDINATION OF WOMEN, AND WHAT THE CHURCH HAS TO SAY ABOUT THEM.


I HAVE PLENTY ON THAT, BUT WILL SELECT A FEW RELEVANT ARTICLES. AS FAR AS POSSIBLE I WILL TRY TO PRESENT THE INFORMATION IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER, WITH MY COMMENTS.





                                 RADICAL FEMINISTS IN THE CHURCH IN INDIA


I. Translation and Inculturation in the Catholic Church by Stephen M. Beall, Ph.D. June 10, 1995 � HYPERLINK "http://www.adoremus.org/1096-Beall.html" ��http://www.adoremus.org/1096-Beall.html� Online Edition - Vol. II, No. 6: October 1996 


Presented at the International Conference on "Rethinking Translation", Milwaukee 


EXTRACT: Third World Linguistic Experiments: Inculturation or Syncretism?�Still more radical experiments in linguistic inculturation have been undertaken in the Third World. In the 1970s, the bishops of India approved for experimental use a form of the Eucharistic prayer which integrates native religious concepts. 


Although it was never approved by the Vatican, this prayer was represented in a more recent (1990) International Commission for English in the Liturgy (ICEL) publication as a model of inculturation (Puthanangady, 327-40). 


In the following passage, we see a rather ingenious juxtaposition of Biblical and non-Christian language for the Trinity: "In the Oneness of the Supreme Spirit through Christ who unites all things in his fullness, we and the whole creation give to you, God of all, Father of all, honour and glory, thanks and praise, worship and adoration, now and in every age, for ever and ever. Amen. You are the fullness of Reality, One without a second. Being, Knowledge, Bliss. Om, tat, sat."�In this prayer, traditional language about God as Father and Son is followed by the phrase "Being, Knowledge, and Bliss", which corresponds to a Sanskrit expression, saccidananda. According to Father Puthanangady, "this interpretation of the divine life makes more sense to an Indian than the highly intellectual and abstract term 'Trinity'". Indian concepts are also incorporated into the following summary of salvation history:








Because we disobeyed you who are goodness itself we lost eternal life; dharma declined; ignorance immersed us in spiritual darkness. Nevertheless, in the indescribable tenderness of your love, you remembered us and promised us salvation. Through the prophets and establishers of dharma, you revealed to us the message of salvation in various ways. The fall of humanity is summarized in the striking phrase "dharma declined", and "ignorance" is cited as the cause of our spiritual darkness. Father Puthanangady explains that "ignorance" has been substituted for "sin"*, and that "the decline of dharma" signifies the social disorder which sin causes. 


"The work of the prophets and of Jesus Christ:" he explains, "is to re-establish dharma, to bring about order in the lives of people and thus create a just world which bespeaks the kingdom of God." It must be noted, however, that "ignorance" is a drastic modulation of the western concept of "sin". Indeed, traditional theology holds that ignorance, the "darkening of the intellect", is a consequence, rather than the essence, of original sin. Another problem attends Father Puthanangady's interpretation of "dharma" as a "just world". We have seen that some of the recent work in inculturation incorporates trans-cultural ideologies as well as traditional native ideas. It is not clear to me, however, that the concept of dharma lends itself to Father Puthanangady's activist world-view any more readily than it does, say, to the philosophy of � HYPERLINK "http://www.wf-f.org/StThomasAquinas.html" �Saint Thomas Aquinas�. Terms such as dharma have historically conditioned associations (e.g., the caste-system) and are likely to resist assimilation by foreign ideologies of any kind. It is probably better to leave them alone.


In any case, ICEL and its supporters look forward to a gender-neutral, politically "contextualized" and theologically "indigenized" liturgy. Will this really come to pass? Many bishops are sympathetic to these ideas, but it appears that the Vatican has began to apply the brakes. While some new compositions have been approved, others (such as the Indian prayer just quoted) have landed permanently on a Roman shelf. 


More recently, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) has intervened in the gender issue. In 1993, the first English version of the new Catechism of the Catholic Church was rejected, presumably in part because of its systematic elimination of gender-specific language (cf. Wrenn and Whitehead). The second and approved version completely ignores the principles of "inclusive" speech. In 1994, CDF also withdrew permission for liturgical use of two new gender-inclusive translations of the Bible (Origins, Nov. 10, 1994, 376)…                                                       *THIS IS NEW AGE- MICHAEL





II. Jungian Psychology as Catholic Theology: What is Carl Gustav Jung doing in the Church? 


From the May-June 1997 issue, � HYPERLINK "http://www.aquinas-multimedia.com/catherine/jungcult.html" �http://www.aquinas-multimedia.com/catherine/jungcult.html�


EXTRACT: Swiss psychoanalyst, Carl Gustav Jung, reared a Lutheran, abandoned the Christianity of his parents for the occult. Jung's entire life and work were motivated by his detestation of the Catholic Church, whose religious doctrines and moral teachings he considered to be the source of all the neuroses which afflicted Western man.


In his 1912 book, New Paths in Psychology, Jung wrote that the only way to overthrow the neuroses inducing Judeo-Christian religion and it's "sex-fixated ethics" was to establish a new religion-the religion of psychoanalysis.�Jung's drive to formulate a ‘better’ religion, was the result of his trying to justify his own sins. What Jung was increasingly concerned with was justifying sexual libertinism, and his efforts extended not merely to reviving the lost gods of paganism, but in transforming Christ and Christianity to serve his own purposes.�His search was for a ‘scientific’ justification for incest, patricide, sodomy, sun-worship and phallus worship; and what support he could not find in the works of his contemporary neopagan archaeologists, he sought to find by plumbing the unconscious through Eastern meditation techniques and ancient pagan rituals. Jung appreciated faith and ritual, but only of the occult variety: hypnotism, spiritism, séances, cults of Mithras and Dionysus, ‘liturgies’ that unlocked the powers of darkness…


Jungianism in the Church poses a threat to the orthodox believer. Those who subscribe to a traditional notion of Catholic spirituality are regarded by Jungians as naïve believers locked into some past culture's mythical story of God. That is why inclusive language carries such import with them. Traditional English and traditional liturgy is denounced as ‘sexist’, as ‘patriarchal’, as ‘dysfunctional’. Sister Barbara Fiand's notion of an ‘androgynous’ God (who is both masculine and feminine) is an example of just how far Jungians will go in their efforts to redefine traditional language. The notion of an androgynous God leads Jungians to view both men and women as neither male nor female…��III. Christ’s Little Ones at Risk: The Corruption of Children’s literature (Even in Catholic Schools) 


by Mrs. Inez Fitzgerald Storck, June 1998 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.newoxfordreview.org/article.jsp?did=0698-storck" ��http://www.newoxfordreview.org/article.jsp?did=0698-storck� 


Inez Fitzgerald Storck is a stay-at-home mother of four in the Maryland suburbs of Washington, D.C.�EXTRACT: My husband and I have long realized the importance of literature in the lives of children, and have endeavored to provide our children with a good assortment of entertaining stories which are challenging intellectually and appropriate to their age level. For quite a few years we have seen the need to monitor books they check out of the public library…


We felt comfortable on our charted course when one day one of our daughters handed us her seventh-grade reading list. She, as all our children, attends a Catholic school. A quick glance through the list of around 75 books revealed that we would have to help her in the selection process. The descriptions of some books referred to child abuse, sorcery, and other questionable subjects…


I shared information about books on the school reading list with several other parents who joined me in sending letters to the principal, pastor, and school advisory board. To date the situation has not changed. Perhaps our school professionals are influenced by the commendations many of the books have received from the American Library Association and other secular groups. Or it may be that in today's permissive society even Catholics see censorship as a greater scandal than the risk of corrupting Christ's little ones. �The objectionable books discussed below are commonly found in public libraries and, regrettably, in many Catholic school libraries. Indeed, most of the titles come from our parish school's reading lists. All offend against Christian values, with acceptance of unchastity, prominence of New Age themes, presentation of feminism to the detriment of male role models, episodes of abusive behavior, and depletion of the child as a more reliable interpreter of reality and a better decision maker than adults…


Another way in which children's literature mirrors the corrupt adult world is the promotion of an unhealthy brand of feminism. The pattern I see so regularly in recent young people's literature, that I call it a norm, is that boys do not in any way overpower girls. Many science fiction and fantasy novels feature queens or other female rulers with males clearly in the consort role, and females with special magical powers (e.g., Terry Brooks's Shannara series and Anne McCaffrey's works). �Students selecting books from school or public libraries run the risk of encountering gender feminism or even the notion that the biological differences between the two sexes are meaningless. In a very popular book by Patricia C. Wrede, Dealing with Dragons, baby dragons are able to choose whether they will be male or female — exactly what many modern activists advocate, since they conceive of gender as a social concept to be deconstructed and reinvented. In Dealing with Dragons, moreover, male dragons have two horns while females have three. Ironically, feminism rejects the feminine and seeks an exaggerated masculine ideal. �© New Oxford Review, 1069 Kains Ave., Berkeley, CA 94706, 510-526-5374�


IV. Church Asked To End 'Double Speak' On Gender Justice January 30, 2006


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/search/show.php?q=women+religious&page=archives/english/2006/01/w5/mon/IA9640Rg.txt" ��http://www.ucanews.com/search/show.php?q=women+religious&page=archives/english/2006/01/w5/mon/IA9640Rg.txt�


KOCHI, India (UCAN) The triennial meeting of India's major Religious superiors began on Jan. 27 with their leader urging the Catholic Church to end its "double speak" on gender justice. 


The Church understands the need for gender justice, but does not know how to insure it, Montfort Brother Varghese Theckanath told the national assembly of the Conference of Religious India (CRI), of which he is national president. “Gender-sensitive Church" is the theme of the five-day program at Kochi, southern India. Some 575 major superiors representing 125,000 Catholic men and women Religious in the country are attending the event. "As far as gender justice in the Church is concerned, the die is cast. But dilemmas remain, bordering on double speak," Brother Theckanath remarked in his keynote address. The Catholic Church remains "one of the most patriarchal of institutions," he said, despite "profound, egalitarian and nondiscriminative" responses and statements from the hierarchy.


The 48-year-old Religious described the assembly theme as "timely, Spirit-inspired, prophetic and future-oriented" with its focus on bridging "the gaps" between the vision and practices in the Church. Gender justice within the Church and society would help end discrimination against women, he acknowledged. But it also would help the Church to become collaborative and to "discover the relational character of humanity, affirm unity in diversity and connect all to the whole of creation." He cited liberation, inclusion and celebration as the marks of a collaborative Church. “We are looking forward to an ideal situation where we can create a level playing field for women as much as for men through policies to redistribute resources -- both material and spiritual -- responsibilities and rights in all spheres of social life," said Brother Theckanath, superior of his Montfort Brothers' Hyderabad province..


He said women continue to be denied access to decision-making in the Church even after repeated discussions on this. As an example of "double speak" on gender justice in the Church, he cited the late Pope John Paul II's "Pastor Bonus" (good shepherd), the 1988 apostolic constitution on the reorganization of the Roman Curia. According to Brother Theckanath, the document categorically states that "matters requiring the exercise of power of governance be reserved to those in Holy Orders." Even official recognition of minor orders such as lectors and acolytes has been banned for women, the brother noted, adding that this "shows where we stand." He charged that the Church uses the biblical imagery of the bride and bridegroom to justify an unequal relationship between men and women in the Church. "We must admit that there cannot be a participatory Church with gender justice as long as the Church retains the assumption that female humanity is ontologically different and secondary to male humanity," he asserted.


Brother Theckanath charged that families, schools and religious formation houses perpetuate gender discrimination and "inculturation of patriarchal values," which in turn block "meaningful collaboration." 


He challenged the Religious superiors to use their network of schools and formation houses to change the cultural stereotyping of women. He called on women Religious to lead the campaign to change the misconceptions about women through a theological and political agenda. This will lead to a more gender-sensitive Church, he added.


Many participants told UCA News that setting such an agenda in the Church is tough, but they expressed their happiness over identifying the problems.


Father George Pattery, superior of the Calcutta Jesuit province, which is based in Kolkata, eastern India, told UCA News the assembly would help Religious broaden their perceptions about gender justice. While admitting that it is not possible to change the Church "overnight," he sees hope because the Church realizes it has a problem of "gender justice" and must involve women more in decision-making.


Sister Roshni, provincial of the Sisters of Charity of Jesus and Mary, maintained that "meaningful collaboration of men and women" would strengthen the Church. She added that women Religious are also "equally responsible" for the Church's patriarchal mindset. "Jesus showed us how to fight injustice. But we are scared to fight. We should be honest about it. Changes would come only when we force changes," she said.


Sister Elisita, assistant superior general of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart, expressed optimism. "I have faith in the Church and believe that things will change. This meeting is a small step forward," she commented.


Archbishop Jacob Thoomkuzhy of Trichur, who opened the assembly, acknowledged gender equality "remains a dream within the Church and society."


Bishop George Punnakkottil of Kothamangalam, who also addressed the assembly, urged Religious to protect, guide and support women within the Church and society. "Our community will only be strengthened when we establish gender justice," he said.


MY COMMENT: THE READER MUST ALWAYS KEEP IN MIND THAT


1. THE FIGHT AGAINST "GENDER DISCRIMINATION" AND FOR "GENDER JUSTICE" IS A JUST ONE


2. THE REAL AGENDA OF THE RING LEADERS OF THE STRUGGLE IS FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN





V. Nuns Say They Suffer Gender Inequality In Church By Jeemon Jacob, February 2, 2006


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/search/show.php?q=women+religious&page=archives/english/2006/02/w1/thu/IA9658Rg.txt" ��http://www.ucanews.com/search/show.php?q=women+religious&page=archives/english/2006/02/w1/thu/IA9658Rg.txt�


KOCHI, India (UCAN) Catholic nuns in India say they experience gender discrimination within the Church, although they admit that they themselves bear much of the blame for the situation. "We feel discriminated in all walks of life. It varies from person to person, congregation to congregation and diocese to diocese," according to Sister Mary Sreeja, provincial of the Sisters of Notre Dame. The 49-year-old nun was among some 575 provincials and superiors general, most of them women, who attended the triennial national assembly of the Conference of Religious India (CRI). “Gender justice," aiming toward a collaborative Church, was the theme of the five-day assembly in Kochi, Kerala state, some 2,595 kilometers south of New Delhi. It ended Feb. 1. 


Speaking with UCA News on the sidelines of the assembly, several superiors of women's congregations said the Church in India treats nuns as subordinate to priests.


While Sister Sreeja says nuns feel discrimination "at all levels in the Church," Sister Marie Noronha, provincial of the Society of the Sacred Heart, laments that some priests play up the "patriarchal stereotype concept."


According to Sister Noronha, some priests "still live in an unrealistic world and try to bulldoze their views on us." She said her congregation closed a mission center in Maharashtra state, western India, when a priest insisted that the nuns follow only his directives. "Today, the roles of women Religious have changed. We need democratic platforms to express and share our concerns and meet challenges," asserted the nun, who is based in the Maharashtra capital of Mumbai. The Church's traditional structure does not ensure women Religious' participation in strategic planning or in leading the Church, she said. According to Sister Sreeja, a collaborative Church "exists only in vision," because "in practice, the Church does not exhibit gender sensitivity." The discrimination is all the more pronounced when it comes to sharing power and involving women in the Church's decision-making process, observes the nun, who is based in Patna, capital of the eastern Indian state of Bihar.


Sister Teresa Kottooran of the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, also based in Patna, sees another reason for the discrimination. "Power and money are used to control women Religious. It's most evident among the hierarchy-controlled diocesan congregations," she charged. Sister Kottooran did not elaborate on this, but she and Holy Spirit Sister Shalini placed much of the blame for the discrimination nuns face on the nuns themselves.


Many nuns are not "well informed," Sister Kottooran explained. "It's our mindset that stonewalls changes and imprisons us in the traditional structure. So we are our biggest enemies." Sister Shalini agrees. "Many of us are not aware about our roles and problems. Some of us still don't understand the meaning of all these discussions about gender justice," she said. The Church would not create "a space which we don't want," she continued, "so we must demand often a space for ourselves and ensure that the Church responds to our demands." Both Sisters Sreeja and Shalini feel that gender discrimination in the Church is particularly acute in Kerala, which produces the greatest number of Religious in India. Sister Shalini, who is based in Bangalore, capital of Karnataka, Kerala's northern neighbor, reported that she faces a lot of criticism and discrimination when she comes to Kerala. "Many priests in Kerala are shocked when they see a nun in a colored sari. For them, my dress code is unbecoming of a nun. It's again their mindset and doublespeak," she said.


Sister Sreeja claims nuns experience more freedom and participate more in northern India, where the Church is numerically and structurally weak. Another thing she and Sister Shalini have in common is that they say they have been trained not to tolerate discrimination. "I speak out for my space and participation in the Church," Sister Shalini remarked. She added, "Only through our creativity can we change the traditional mindset." Sister Sreeja said her nuns know their role and can protest when their rights are curtailed. "We have the freedom to disagree with bishops or priests if we think they are wrong," she explained. She acknowledged that some members of the hierarchy do not approve of the nuns' views. "But we exercise our freedom. That is one way of creating space for ourselves and challenging the masculine myths in the Church." The superior credits collaboration with NGOs in working among the poor with helping the sisters become more assertive. "Our nuns get enlightened when they work and live in a different reality," she noted.


As "a small step forward" in storming the male bastion, six Notre Dame nuns are now undergoing theological studies, Sister Sreeja said. "One of them is doing her doctoral thesis. Now, we conduct our annual retreats with the help of our theologians." 


Sister Sreeja sees no merit in silently suffering discrimination in the name of obedience. "Whenever injustice is done, we must voice out against it. Jesus has taught us to do so. So it's our duty to raise our voice against discrimination in the Church and society," she said.





VI. Major Superiors Urge Change In Church's Patriarchal Mindset About Women February 5, 2006�� HYPERLINK "http://www.theindiancatholic.com/report.asp?nid=1087" �http://www.theindiancatholic.com/report.asp?nid=1087� 


EXTRACT: KOCHI, India (UCAN) India's major Religious superiors ended their triennial meeting Feb. 1 with a call for the Church to abandon its "patriarchal mindset" for a gender-sensitive culture of collaboration. Some 575 superiors representing 125,000 Catholic men and women Religious in the country unanimously endorsed the "vision for gender justice and collaborative action" in the Church that the meeting produced. "Gender-sensitive Church" was the theme of the five-day national assembly of the Conference of Religious India (CRI), held in Kochi…


In another recommendation, the assembly appealed to superiors of women's communities to encourage members to develop themselves through theological, biblical and canonical studies. This, it added, would help the women develop "a holistic approach" to spirituality that respects "the feminine and masculine elements of human growth and faith."


The assembly also decided to initiate dialogue between Religious and the bishops' conference to come up with policy directives in the next two years aiming at achieving gender justice at all levels in the Church.


Montfort Brother Mani Mekkunnel*, executive secretary of CRI, said it would organize training camps at some 45 centers in the country to promote partnership and gender justice in the Church.                  *see page 14


Brother Mekkunnel spoke at the meeting on the need to chart a policy on sexual abuse of Religious within the Church and to set up appeal centers in every diocese for those who have been abused. He called for the CRI national executive committee to come up with broad outlines for this policy…


Adorers provincial Sister Caridad Paramundayil said the meeting was an "eye-opener for many" and stressed the need for a change in "attitudes, behavior and vision."





VII. UCAN Interview - 'Our Redemption Is Linked With Other People' March 22, 2006


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/search/show.php?q=women+religious&page=archives/english/2006/03/w4/wed/IA9868Ig.txt" �http://www.ucanews.com/search/show.php?q=women+religious&page=archives/english/2006/03/w4/wed/IA9868Ig.txt�


EXTRACT: NEW DELHI (UCAN) Sister Shalini D'Souza, president of the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, says redemption is not a private matter and mission is a process of mutual growth. The 67-year-old Indian nun is the first Asian to head her United States-based congregation, whose headquarters are in Nazareth, Kentucky. Meanwhile, she serves on the board of trustees of Catholic Charities USA and is a member of the U.S. Catholic Bishops' National Advisory Council and of United Catholic Mission Board, another U.S. Church organization. Prior to 1998, when she was elected her congregation's vice president, Sister D'Souza worked in various missions in India. 


She has worked as the congregation's Indian provincial and director of novices. In the 1990s she moved to New Delhi to head the women's department of the Jesuit-managed Indian Social Institute. In the capital she developed an apostolate with commercial sex workers. She worked to protect them from harassment and diseases.


Sister D'Souza spoke with UCA News on Jan. 30, in New Delhi while on her way to Bangalore for an executive committee meeting covering preparations for her congregation's 2007 general assembly, which will be held in the southern Indian city. She spoke on various subjects connected with Religious life. 


SISTER SHALINI D'SOUZA: We started collaboration in Gurgaon (a satellite town of New Delhi) with some laypeople from Italy. That was before we began working with the Medical Mission Sisters (to manage a hospital in Bihar) three years ago… 


You need to keep dialogue going at individual, congregational and hierarchical levels.


UCAN: How effective is that dialogue when many nuns complain about being treated unequally in the Church? 


SISTER SHALINI D'SOUZA: The Church is patriarchal. The trend in the world today is to maintain that patriarchal setup. For example, the United States suffers a shortage of priests after the sexual abuse cases. You could face that situation in three ways -- empower the laity, ordain women priests or bring in priests from other countries. We have resorted to the third option that would uphold the Church's patriarchal system. 


The question is whether the Church wants to uphold its tradition or use the resources within a country. Tradition is only a pointer, and if that does not point properly, you can get rid of it. We are holding the pointer without examining its accuracy. Women are relegated to the pews in the Church. They don't come any further than that. When we say men and women are equal in the eyes of God and the Church, why don't we allow them to receive Sacraments equally? Men are eligible for Holy Orders but we are not. I am eligible for marriage, but not for the ordination.


I think the Church should model what God had modeled for us. The Church is supposed to give us what Jesus gave to the Church. We should look at our apostles. They were married. Why can't a priest marry or married men become priests? Both are the same. 


The perception that the Church and missioners come to give is wrong and it has to go. Mission is reciprocity in which all involved become better humans. It is conversion of both parties. But we still have a one-up mentality. We are here to grow together with the people, because our redemption is linked with them.


UCAN: Is that why you distributed condoms among prostitutes in New Delhi 10 years ago?


SISTER SHALINI D'SOUZA: I am working with and for Christ, working for the fullness of people. Distribution of condoms was not the matter of giving them to Catholics as a means for birth control. It was a matter of medical concern. The purpose was to safeguard the lives of women from AIDS. So would I do it again? I would, if it helps save one woman from dying. I would do it not because I'm against the Church. My perspective is different. I would do it to help those who have no one else to help them…


The opinions  of a member and the moderator of KonkaniCatholics yahoogroup on the above 


From: richardmascarenhas To: <� HYPERLINK "mailto:KonkaniCatholics@yahoogroups.com" �KonkaniCatholics@yahoogroups.com�> Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2006 9:57 AM Subject: [KonkaniCatholics] Our Redemption Is Linked With Other People 


Source: � HYPERLINK "http://www.theindiancatholic.com/news_read.asp?nid=1329" �http://www.theindiancatholic.com/news_read.asp?nid=1329� �UCAN Interview - 'Our Redemption Is Linked With Other People'


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �prabhu� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jesuvera@gmail.com" \o "jesuvera@gmail.com" �Austine J. Crasta� Sent: Saturday, April 01, 2006 2:58 PM Subject: FROM MICHAEL 


Dear Austine, I don't think the following was really a good 'Catholic' article. There is much in between the lines... One has to be careful of what these inculturated, liberated nuns are saying and doing, no matter how high up and who interviews unless it is like Zenit or Sandro Magister. No time now to provide you an analysis of the report. Mike


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jesuvera@gmail.com" \o "jesuvera@gmail.com" �Austine J. Crasta� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �prabhu�  Sent: Saturday, April 01, 2006 10:37 PM Subject: Re: FROM MICHAEL


Dear Michael, Sincerely, I can't tell you how appalled I am at those reports. I can assure you that Richard sent the news only to show some descending standards and I was hoping that someone would come back on that like with the Carnival mail which produced some real fruit in the end. It may have been just one mail for the group, but the truth is that the amount of such stuff published on Catholic news sites as though there was no issue in it, is itself a matter of great concern. I do not know if you heard of the five-day national assembly of the Conference of Religious India (CRI), held in Kochi which ended on February 1, 2006. Can you imagine the theme of the religious? It was "Gender-sensitive Church". Believe it or not, some 575 superiors representing 125,000 Catholic men and women Religious in the country unanimously endorsed the "vision for gender justice and collaborative action" in the Church saying in their final statement that the "core challenge for the Church" with regard to gender justice "is the change from an internalized patriarchal mindset to a participatory and collaborative culture where women and men can work together for promoting justice and fraternity within the Church and society". 


The Religious superiors agreed that the present Church structure "does not promote gender justice and collaborative partnership between men and women" because of unequal status and opportunities.�The conference's national president, Montfort Brother Theckanath said such a structure "leads to a male-dominated" Church, in which women are relegated to the status of a work force that implements decisions made by male authorities. �Michael, I know that women religious given to feminism are now spreading these anti-Christian notions within the Church but what I can't understand is the Priests and the male religious who are supporting this cause. And all 575 superiors unanimously voting for it??? Was there not even one good soul among them to stand up to this?


We know where it is all getting and we're almost there. May Mary, blessed among women, save the Church!


Leaving links to a few related reports from UCAN and The Indian Catholic, below. 


Also find two photos of (Sr.) Shalini D'Souza.


Also leaving the brief chat with Richard about the matter which clearly shows how Richard loathes it too. You're most welcome to write to the group about that news item. Love, Austine.


MY COMMENTS: I AM NOT REPRODUCING THE CHAT BETWEEN RICHARD AND AUSTINE.


SR. SHALINI D’SOUZA HAS BEEN "TRAINED" BY THE JESUITS. NO COMMENTS NECESSARY. 


SHE DISTRIBUTES CONDOMS AND JUSTIFIES HER ACTION. SHE IS FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN.


THE ENTIRE ORDER OF MEDICAL MISSION SISTERS IS DEEP INTO NEW AGE ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE.





VIII. Pope Favors Greater Role for Women, But Not Priesthood Reiterates Church Teaching on the Sacrament �VATICAN CITY, MARCH 6, 2006 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.zenit.org" �Zenit.org�) ZE06030605 Benedict XVI says it is appropriate to consider if women may be given more responsibilities in the Catholic Church, though this cannot include the priesthood. The Pope made his comments on the topic last Thursday when he met with the parish priests of Rome. The Holy Father made a clear distinction between the idea of giving women more responsibilities and the question of women priests. He mentioned Pope John Paul II's teaching in the apostolic letter "� HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_letters/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_22051994_ordinatio-sacerdotalis_en.html" �O�rdinatio Sacerdotalis," which states "that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women." 


Benedict XVI addressed the argument in response to Father Marco Valentini, a parish vicar of St. Jerome of Corviale, who asked the question based on the experience of a mother of a family and of some women religious committed to the recovery of priests in crisis. The Pontiff's response that day was given wide coverage by international news agencies, though the written text of the conversation had not been published. Now it has been made available by the Vatican press office. Father Valentini asked: "Why not allow women to take part in the governance of the Church? In fact, their point of view on decisions that must be made is different from the masculine." �In his reply, Benedict XVI began by stating that priests have the experience of "women believers who help us on our journey," which is one reason why "the Church has a great debt of gratitude to women." In fact, the Pontiff clarified, "women do much, I would dare to say, for the governance of the Church, beginning with the sisters of the great Fathers of the Church, such as St. Ambrose, to the great women of the Middle Ages -- St. Hildegard, St. Catherine of Siena -- and later St. Teresa of Avila up to Mother Teresa." "I would say that this charismatic aspect is distinguished of course from the ministerial sector, in the proper sense of the word, but it is an authentic and profound participation in the governance of the Church," the Holy Father indicated. "How could the governance of the Church be imagined without this contribution, which at times is very visible, as when St. Hildegard criticized the bishops, or when St. Bridget and St. Catherine of Siena admonished the popes and succeeded in making them return to Rome?" he asked. This contribution "is always a determinant factor, without which the Church cannot live," the Pope replied. However, Benedict XVI allowed the voice of priests to be heard who said "we also want to see women more visibly, in a ministerial manner, in the governance of the Church." The Pope clarified that the "priestly ministry is reserved by the Lord, as we know, to men." In short, he responded that "the sacrament governs the Church." �According to the Bishop of Rome, the "decisive" point of the issue is this: "It is not man who does something, but the fact that the priest, faithful to his mission, governs, as -- through the sacrament -- it is Christ himself who governs, whether through the Eucharist or through the other sacraments, so that it is always Christ who presides. "However, it is right to ask if also in the ministerial service -- though on this question sacrament and charism make up the only path on which the Church can tread -- it is possible to offer more space, more positions of responsibility to women." 





IX. 'Catholic Woman Bishop' Shares Her Ministry, Elicits Mixed Reactions June 6, 2006


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/2006/06/06/catholic-woman-bishop-shares-her-ministry-elicits-mixed-reactions/" ��http://www.ucanews.com/2006/06/06/catholic-woman-bishop-shares-her-ministry-elicits-mixed-reactions/� 


KOREA SEOUL (UCAN) Participants at an interreligious roundtable discussion had mixed reactions to a talk given by an excommunicated "Catholic woman bishop" on her "episcopal ministry" in Austria.�Christine Mayr-Lumetzberger, 50, a founding member of Women's Ordination Worldwide (WOW), based in Gmunden, Austria, spoke on May 26 to an interreligious panel that included Buddhist and Catholic nuns, Protestant women pastors, an Anglican woman deacon and the female head of Won Buddhism. Thirty other people, mainly women, also attended the event organized by the Center for Asian Theology Solidarity, under the lay Catholic-run Woori Theology Institute. The center aims to build a network of "progressive" lay theologians in Asia and to deal with the issue of Church renewal as highlighted by the Second Vatican Council.�In her talk, Mayr-Lumetzberger told her audience that the lobby for the priestly ordination of women gained prominence after two female German theologians, Ida Raming and Iris Muller, petitioned Vatican Council II on the issue. The council met over several sessions 1962-1965.�In 1995, she added, the We Are Church movement was founded in Austria to organize a referendum for Church renewal. One of its demands from Church authorities was the ordination of women. Mayr-Lumetzberger said she actively participated in this and the first "European Women's Synod," held in Gmunden the following year. �In light of such movements, she said, she decided to become a "woman priest." In June 2002, she and six other women were "ordained" by Romulo Braschi, an Argentine priest who founded a breakaway Church and was excommunicated but claimed to have received "valid" episcopal ordination from an excommunicated Brazilian bishop. He used the title archbishop. The women incurred excommunication after refusing to renounce their claim to be priests, which Mayr-Lumetzberger said the Vatican announced in a Jan. 27, 2003, decree.�Mayr-Lumetzberger asserted that she and one of the other six women were ordained bishops in 2003 by several male bishops. She added that the place, date and names of the ordaining bishops were not publicized, calling the event a "catacomb ordination."�The mother of three said she teaches in a secondary school, visits patients, celebrates Mass, administers Sacraments including Baptism and Reconciliation, and performs other religious functions when asked to by Catholics.�"I do these for the faithful," she said, as part of her "pastoral ministry." She added that some male priests who are her friends also ask her help sometimes with their ministry. She said she obliges as a "favor for them."�Mayr-Lumetzberger told UCA News that although she has been excommunicated, she and other "women priests" think what is really important is to serve Catholics who ask them to do this.�"It is the faithful who ... ask me" to minister to them, she said, stressing that she does not do this of her own accord. "There is not much tension between me and the clergy," she added, which "may be different from other women priests' situation in North America." �In responding to Mayr-Lumetzberger's sharing, panel member Venerable Bongak, a Buddhist nun of the Jogye Order and a lecturer at a Buddhist-run university, praised the guest speaker for her bravery in deciding to change the Church by remaining within it despite all difficulties. The nun said she "agreed with" this approach and was "astonished" at the "courage" involved.�Sister Elisabeth Choi Hae-young, a lecturer from Catholic University of Seoul, commented that the existence of people such as Mayr-Lumetzberger and their work among Catholics is a kind of movement of the Holy Spirit. The Society of the Sacred Heart nun added that the sharing prompted her to reflect on what she and other Korean Catholic women could do in the Church, even though the scale of Mayr-Lumetzberger's work appeared to be modest.�However, Reverend Han Kuk-yom, head of Women Migrants Human-Rights Center, pointed out that since Mayr-Lumetzberger and her companions were excommunicated by Church authorities but still continue to do "pastoral work ... within the Church," this might result in confusion among the faithful.�Lee Sun-jong, head representative of Won Buddhism, a Korean indigenous religion, pointed to Catholic women's active role in the development of the Catholic Church. She stressed that what is important is solidarity with women for change, and not ordination of women in itself.�After the meeting, UCA News spoke with some members of the audience. Among them was a Catholic nun who said she was grateful to Mayr-Lumetzberger for "shaking" and "confusing" her. "This opportunity leads me to a deep reflection on my role as a woman Religious," she added.


However, a Catholic laywoman reacted less positively to her confusion and said she could hardly accept a "woman bishop" who has been excommunicated by the Vatican. The woman also questioned how Mayr-Lumetzberger could convince Catholics to understand her movement and what she stands for.�According to Mayr-Lumetzberger, there are now three Catholic women bishops, 20 women priests and 15 women deacons in the world.�Father Peter Park Hyeon-min, secretary of the Episcopal Commission for Doctrine of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Korea (CBCK), told UCA News on June 5 that according to canon law, only baptized men can validly receive priestly ordination. However, he continued, this does not mean that the Church discriminates against or belittles women. "The issue of celibacy and ordination can be dealt with and changed in (Church) Councils if necessary. Although some women groups in the Church are increasingly insisting on women's ordination, the Church doesn't think that the situation is urgent or serious in the Church at the moment," he added.�He said that feminist theologians and activists have helped the Church broaden its perspective, but if they threaten the unity of the Universal Church, the Church must stop them.





The opinion of the founder-moderator of KonkaniCatholics yahoogroup on the above 


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jesuvera@gmail.com" \o "jesuvera@gmail.com" �Austine J. Crasta� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:meo@ucanews.com" \o "meo@ucanews.com" �meo@ucanews.com� Cc: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ra@ucanews.com" ��ra@ucanews.com� Sent: Thursday, June 08, 2006 12:41 PM


Subject: Re: 'Catholic Woman Bishop' Shares Her Ministry, Elicits Mixed Reactions


To, The Editor, UCA News.


Dear Sir,


I am a regular reader of UCANews and which, with the kind permission of UCAN, I also promote among the members of the � HYPERLINK "http://groups.yahoo.com/group/KonkaniCatholics/" �Konkani Catholics� group of which I'm the founder.


While I do appreciate UCAN's objectiveness in reporting first hand, the realities of the Church in Asia, I must express my regrets at the recent news report, dated June 6, 2006 (KO00463.1396) and titled, "'Catholic Woman Bishop' Shares Her Ministry, Elicits Mixed Reactions".


This rather lengthy report puts most of its focus on the "ministry" of Christine Mayr-Lumetzberger who, by the penalty her actions merit, is neither "Bishop" nor "Catholic". The near total absence in the argument, of the Church's clear teaching in this regard only serves to offer undue credits to Mayr-Lumetzberger's work and sow confusion among the readers, which in my humble opinion, is quite unbecoming of a Catholic news agency as reputed as yours.


I sincerely hope that you will take into consideration my implicit suggestions in deciding the newsworthiness and objectiveness of your future features and reports.


May I end on a note of encouragement for your challenging work!


In Jesus and Mary, Austine J. Crasta, S. India





From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jesuvera@gmail.com" �jesuvera@gmail.com� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" ��michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2006 10:16 AM


Subject: Fw: Re 'Catholic Woman Bishop' Shares Her Ministry, Elicits Mixed Reactions 


I just received from UCAN a response to my letter (below). Attaching for your information. Austine.�From: "Bill" To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jesuvera@gmail.com" �jesuvera@gmail.com� Cc: "Joseph K.J."; "Bob Astorino" Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2006 8:54 AM�Subject: Re 'Catholic Woman Bishop' Shares Her Ministry, Elicits Mixed Reactions�Dear Mr. Crasta,�Thank you, first of all, for your note of encouragement and for its recognition that the work of determining what is newsworthy and objectively reported is indeed "challenging."�I appreciate your feedback, coming as it does from an informed and interested follower of the realities of the Church in Asia. I also acknowledge your expression of "regrets" over our recent news report (KO00463.1396), entitled "'Catholic Woman Bishop' Shares Her Ministry, Elicits Mixed Reactions," which you refer to as "this rather lengthy report" that "only serves to offer undue credit to Mayr-Lumetzberger's work and sow confusion among the readers."�If there is any issue I would take with your letter, it would be in your contention that our 'rather lengthy' report gave this self-styled 'Catholic woman bishop' undue credit for her work.�If you read the article carefully, I think you should have noticed that much of its length comes from extra words that we deemed necessary precisely to avoid giving undue credit to her pronouncements. Some of those extra words come in the form of explaining as precisely as we could, and as concisely as we could, what the basis for her claim was, while at the same time showing the claim to be invalid as far as the Church is concerned.�Some of those extra words also come in the form of a comment, after the fact of the event, from an official at the Korean bishops' conference, who says that by virtue of canon law, only baptized men can receive priestly ordination.�In short, many of those extra words were added to the report precisely to give it perspective (that even if she might think she is entitled to call herself a 'Catholic woman bishop', the Church does not allow ordination of women, and that only baptized men can receive priestly ordination), to give it depth beyond the reporting on the event itself.�At least, that was our intent. If we did not execute our intent properly, I apologize for any confusion we might have caused in our attempt to present a balanced report.�Looking back on how that story was presented, we might have replaced the word "excommunicated" in the lead with something akin to "self-styled" or "self-proclaimed." That way, the use of quotation marks for the terms "Catholic woman bishop" and "episcopal ministry" in the lead would have been more strongly attributed to her. But that would be about it.�Otherwise, I believe we did the best we could to present a newsworthy event as objectively as possible, so as to prevent anyone from mistaking an assessment of a story's newsworthiness for an endorsement of anyone or anything being discussed in the story.�Once more, thank you for your comments. I apologize for any actual confusion that we might have caused you, as it was certainly not intentional, as I hope I was able to establish above. I promise, on behalf of all the editors, that we will try to do better next time. I hope we can look forward to hearing from you on other issues in the future, and to your continuing interest in and support for UCA News.�Bill Huang, Managing Editor, UCA News Bangkok�P.S. My apologies for taking this long to respond to your letter. Given your stated concerns about length and objectivity, I also wanted to make sure this relatively lengthy letter would not be misconstrued as an attempt to confuse.





X. Interview With Benedict XVI (Part 2) WOMEN IN THE CHURCH


Castel Gandolfo, Italy, August 17, 2006 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.zenit.org" �Zenit.org�) Here is the second part of the transcription of the interview that Benedict XVI gave, in German, to TV channels ARD and ZDF, television service Deutsche Welle, and Vatican Radio.�The interview took place Aug. 5 at the summer papal residence of Castel Gandolfo and was broadcast last Sunday. Part � HYPERLINK "http://www.zenit.org/english/visualizza.phtml?sid=93364" �1� appeared in the news service dated Wednesday. EXTRACT:


Q: Holy Father, women are very active in many different areas of the Catholic Church. Shouldn't their contribution become more clearly visible, even in positions of higher responsibility in the Church?�Benedict XVI: We reflect a lot about this subject, of course. As you know, we believe that our faith and the constitution of the college of the apostles obliges us and doesn't allow us to confer priestly ordination on women.�But we shouldn't think either that the only role one can have in the Church is that of being a priest. There are lots of tasks and functions in the history of the Church. Starting with the sisters of the Fathers of the Church, up to the Middle Ages when great women played fundamental roles, up until modern times.�Think about Hildegard of Bingen who protested strongly before the bishops and the pope; of Catherine of Siena and Brigit of Sweden. In our own time, too, women, and we with them, must look for their right place, so to speak.�Today they are very present in the departments of the Holy See. But there's a juridical problem: According to canon law the power to take legally binding decisions is limited to sacred orders. So there are limitations from this point of view but I believe that women themselves, with their energy and strength, with their superiority, with what I'd call their "spiritual power," will know how to make their own space. And we will have to try and listen to God so as not to stand in their way but, on the contrary, to rejoice when the female element achieves the fully effective place in the Church best suited to her, starting with the Mother of God and with Mary Magdalen. 





XI. "Loyal opposition" a right: Kung March 21, 2007 � HYPERLINK "http://www.cathnews.com/news/703/115.php" �http://www.cathnews.com/news/703/115.php�


Controversial Swiss theologian and papal critic, Fr Hans Kung, says that he has a right to be part of what he describes as Pope Benedict's "loyal opposition". �Canadian Catholic News reports that Fr Kung says that he has a "right to be in his holiness' loyal opposition", representing thousands of liberal-leaning Catholics who remain disappointed the Second Vatican Council renewal did not go far enough. Often a scathing critic of the papacy and church doctrine, Fr Kung has softened somewhat since his September 2005 meeting with Pope Benedict, the paper says. Many see the meeting as a gesture of reconciliation, on both sides.�"There are two ways to be a Catholic, aren't there?" Fr Kung told the paper in an interview during a visit to Canada to promote the publication of the French edition of part one of his memoirs entitled My Struggle for Freedom, which he jokingly described as "conflict studies". "I think [Pope Benedict)] went one way, I went another way, but we are both Catholics," he said. "I am not a lonely wolf. He knows that, that I am representative of another part of the church."�Fr Kung's first brush with authority followed the publication of a 1971 book questioning papal infallibility while under Pope John Paul II he lost his licence to teach as a Catholic theologian though he remained a priest in good standing and continued to teach at the University of Tubingen.�According to Canadian Catholic News, Fr Kung opposes the church's teaching on birth control, women priests and celibacy. He objects to any monarchical exercise of power by the hierarchy. But he told the paper he sees an "essential difference" between the pontificate of Pope Benedict and that of his predecessor.�For 27 years, Fr Kung unsuccessfully sought a meeting with Pope John Paul II.�Undeterred he also wrote to Pope Benedict shortly after the latter's election. "I was not interested in an audience in the ordinary sense but in a real conversation," he said. To general surprise Benedict responded by inviting Fr Kung to dinner at Castelgondolfo resulting in a four-hour discussion with the pope.�"It was without any stress, without any clash," Fr Kung said. "I found him freer and again more as I had him in mind from his younger years in Tubingen. He did not make a dogmatic impression."�Now retired, Fr Kung is president of the Global Ethic foundation, and won the support of former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and British Prime Minister Tony Blair, among others.�SOURCE � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholic.org/international/international_story.php?id=23448" �Canadian Catholic News: Controversial theologian claims right to be in pope's 'loyal opposition' (Canadian Catholic News, 20/3/07) � LINKS � HYPERLINK "http://www.globalethic.org" �Global Ethic Foundation � � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_KÃ¼ng" �Hans Kung (Wikipedia) ��� HYPERLINK "http://www.cathnews.com/news/612/21.php" �Kung attacks US over loss of "moral credibility" (CathNews, 5/12/06) ��� HYPERLINK "http://www.cathnews.com/news/509/147.php" �Pope affirms estranged theologian Hans Kung (CathNews, 27/9/06) �





XII. Feminism and Faith by Dr. Jose Aymanathil, SDB Catechetics India, May-July 2007, pages 13-20 EXTRACT:


The appearance and growth of feminism in the world is more than a sign of the times- it is a power to reckon with. What began in one part of the globe for resolving genuine grievances and win legitimate rights for women has become a globalized phenomenon today. What happens in the secular world has to enter in some way or other the confines of the Catholic faith and morals… There is… distrust about the Church which is perceived by the feminists as patriarchal and male dominated… The Bible translations for them appeared to be 'sexist' or offensive…


Feminists took to gender-guided superficial analysis of the root causes and arrived at the Judeo-Christian concepts of patriarchy and male leadership so evident in the Bible… It is fast becoming a threat to the purity of the sacred texts of certain religions like Judaism and Christianity… Distanced from traditional religions, feminists have been on a search for religions and traditions where nature and the feminine element are given primacy over male control. This takes them even into neo-pagan and female-deity centred religions.


Trends such as nature-centeredness and woman-centeredness or feminism are of neo-pagan origin and part of the New Age… An article [in Wikipedia] finds a link between feminism and the female witchcraft religion called "Dianic Wicca". "Dianic Wicca" is a religion whose origins lie within radical feminism. One of the special recommendations of Wicca propaganda is "Use inclusive language"… The Bible is now under fire from the feminists for creating a male-powered and patriarchal literary case in favour of men…


The CRI (Conference of Religious, India) National Assembly Statement (Gender Empowered Church, Religious India, March-April 2006) announces boldly a call to action for gender sensitivity, proposing certain ideas like


-Change from a patriarchal culture to gender equity (…);


-Shift from gender discrimination to [full] participation within the Church;


-Wake from apathy to action for social change; and


-Formation to gender justice and participatory collaboration.


What the CRI recommends sounds moderate and reflects some genuine concerns. But some concepts cited above like "holistic spirituality", "gender-free" inclusive language in the liturgy and "eco-spirituality" are very much in the agenda of feminism and with their own definition and interpretation...


Fr. Cantalamessa’s words cited in Zenit* provide some points for reflection, "But we must avoid repeating the ancient Gnostic mistake according to which woman, in order to save herself, must cease to be a woman and must become a man. Pro-male prejudice is so deeply rooted in society that women themselves have ended up succumbing to it."


*April 6, 2007, � HYPERLINK "http://www.zenit.org/article-19342?l=english" ��http://www.zenit.org/article-19342?l=english�.


MY COMMENTS:


Salesian Fr. Dr. Jose Aymanathil rightly discerned the New Age and feminist-oriented implications of the 2006 CRI (Conference of Religious, India) National Assembly statement. 


If the reader will revert to pages 14, 29, 30, 31 and 32 of this article, s/he will find that I have been highlighting the lead role taken by the CRI in promoting a 'greater' role for nuns which ultimately is for full equality even to the celebration of the Eucharist:


BROTHER SLAMS CHURCH TREATMENT OF NUNS [page 14]


The very body that should be safeguarding the interests of the Catholic faithful is the one which is working for its destruction. KonkaniCatholics saw through the deception. Fr. Joseph Aymanathil saw through the deception. I saw through the deception. What are our Bishops doing?





XIII. STREAMS OF LIVING WATER, August-September 2007, pages 7-11, Fighting the Demonic Surge-2  


Satanism, Witchcraft and Church Feminists by Robert Eady [I noted this article and link from the above- Michael]


� HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=611&CFID=32583699&CFTOKEN=84458373" ��http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=611&CFID=32583699&CFTOKEN=84458373� undated


EXTRACT: [Satanist Aleister Crowley’s] influence on laying the foundation for Wicca, or the modern practice of witchcraft which so influences Catholic feminists today, must be discussed in detail…


By 1949 [Crowley’s disciple] Gerald Gardner had published a novel about witchcraft and then, after the repeal of the Witchcraft Laws in England in 1951, he published his highly influential Witchcraft Today, a book based on the academic studies of English anthropologist Dr. Margaret Murray, who argued that the medieval witches didn't worship the Devil, but were followers of pagan, women-dominated religions that predated Christianity. She called these forms of alleged religions "Dianic" after the goddess Diana. Murray's theories have been immensely popular with feminists, particularly those with access to public money, such as the producers of the Canadian National Film Board "documentaries" The Burning Times and The Goddess Remembered. Eminent historians such as Richard Cavendish, however, have described Murray's theories as "full of holes."[12]…


Although founded by the male disciple of a male Satanist who died only fifty years ago, the Wiccan faith has grown enormously amongst women across North America, becoming a significant belief system for dedicated feminist leaders who are self-trained and work cooperatively. Wiccans strongly deny any relationship to devil worshippers, however, their faith, like that of the Satanists, appeals to those who detest the idea of authority or order emanating from God the Father. 


Gnosticism (based on the notion of a select few possessing superior "knowledge") is central to understanding the witchcraft of medieval times and that of modern witches today. According to Montague Summers, the witchcraft condemned by the medieval popes was gnostic heresy. 


It "was not sorcery nor any cult of witches renewing and keeping green some ancient rites and pagan creed, but a witch-cult that identified itself with and was continually manifested in closest connection with Gnosticism in its most degraded and vilest shapes."[16] In her book The Gnostic Gospels, author Elaine Pagels makes the connection to Gnosticism when she described a feminist revolution of late antiquity which referred to God as "the Mother,"[17] another name for the "goddess" that is central to the beliefs of religious feminists. 


WomanChurch 


"WomanChurch," which shares the general mindset of the Wiccans but doesn't describe itself as witchcraft, uses feminist consciousness raising to achieve a level of knowledge where one can be the equal of Christ. According to Cornelia Ferreira, who has studied feminism and its relationship to Gnosticism extensively, WomanChurch groups celebrate revelation as their "Word" obtained from dreams and fantasies according to the psychology of the modern arch-Gnostic Carl Jung.[18] They forgive each other according to their sacrament of Penance and celebrate their Eucharist, which "is not the transformation of the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ," but in the words of a WomanChurch leader, the transformation of the community "into the body of the new humanity, infused with the blood of new life."[19] The Eucharist, which Catholics know is the Real Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, is reduced by feminist gnostics to the community of women made "holy" by the worship of themselves in the group. The revelation of Christ is not fixed in time for these gnostics. Instead, in the manner of thinking of Carl Jung or Karl Rahner, Christ develops in the consciousness of the worshippers who gain understanding of themselves. 


Rage Against God the Father 


Both the old witches of the past and those of today are noted for their rage against God the Father (or to use the modern term, "patriarchy") found in everything even remotely authoritative, hierarchical or male-dominated. 


This hatred of God the Father or the Yahweh of the Old Testament can be one of the essential elements of Gnosticism and permeates the literature of the religious feminists. Since God the Father is perceived as evil, to many gnostics so is His Son who abandoned the world, leaving it in the hands of the Catholic Church, the chief symbol of worldly oppression. The witches of the medieval times "looked to Satan for power and pleasure in this world and for a happy future in the next, and they vilified Christ as a traitor and a cheat, who had made promises which he did not keep, and who had gone away to live in heaven while Satan remained with his faithful on earth."[20] 


When God the Father is viewed as Satanic, so of course are the commandments which He gave to Moses. In the gnostic world, Cain is a hero and so are the Sodomites whom God the Father judged and destroyed. Matter itself, created by Yahweh at the beginning of the world, is also considered by some extreme Gnostics, such as the immensely bizarre, procreation-hating Albigensians, as a manifestation of what is not wholly spirit, and therefore evil. Witches claim to worship or venerate the natural world, but only on their own terms as worshippers of strange gods. These gods have nothing whatsoever to do with the Creator of the Universe or His divine Son Jesus Christ. In fact, they are His antithesis. 


Wicca & The Catholic Church 


Straightforward Wicca or the similar but theologically more ambiguous WomanChurch have moved into many areas of the Catholic Church through feminist "theologians," feminist-inspired local activists and disgruntled nuns. 


These Church feminists prey on weak or unorthodox bishops who in turn naively try to involve them in a Church they despise. A good example of the product of this episcopal lack of orthodoxy or naivety, coupled with succumbing to bullying, is the infamous "Green Kit" ("Women in the Church Discussion Papers") issued by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) in 1985. If there were any doubts at that time that religious feminists had run amok in the Church, they were dispelled when faithful Catholic women found items in the kit's bibliography written by pro-abortion feminist nuns. Today almost every conservative Catholic publication has featured a horror story of some form of witchcraft or earth-goddess-inspired liturgy being performed in some Catholic Church in some large North American city. 


Two of the most influential "Catholic" Wiccan, or WomanChurch figures to be found opposing the Church today are Mary Daly and Rosemary Radford Ruether*. 


Ex-nun Mary Daly teaches lesbian witchcraft. She has written several books, including the anti-male and anti-Catholic Beyond God the Father and Wickedary, a dictionary of sorts for witches. In Wickedary Daly defines the Beatific Vision as: "the 'face to face' vision of god in patriarchal heaven promised as a reward to good Christians; an afterlife of perpetual Boredom: union/ copulation with the 'Divine Essence'; the final consummate union of the Happy Dead Ones with the Supreme Dead One."[21] 


Dr. Rosemary Radford Ruether*, an influential speaker and writer who authored Sexism and God-Talk, was named to the overtly pro-abortion Catholics for Free Choice board back in 1985. 


In true gnostic style, Ruether has described the "patriarchal" Church as an "idol of masculinity" to be broken up and ground into powder.[22] 


Typical of most WomanChurch feminists, Ruether has no problem defying Church teaching on homosexuality. In 1985, when promoting her soon-to-be-released Women-Church: Theology and Practice of Feminist Liturgical Communities, Ruether promised a feminist largely "Catholic" audience that one chapter would contain "liturgies for healing" from painful experiences "such as coming out as a lesbian. Not that being a lesbian is unnatural, but that the way we've been repressed by homophobia is unnatural."[23] At this same gathering she urged participants to establish female "base communities," "Women-Church groups," or "covens." *see pages 42, 45 


Starhawk 


Another strong influence on Catholic women, but one who is less hypocritical than the "Catholic" feminists, is Starhawk, a self-professed witch and author of the modern witch tome The Spiral Dance: A Rebirth of the Ancient Religion of the Great Goddess. Starhawk calls witchcraft "a religion of ecology"[24] and urges, as most Wiccans do, the replacement of the present (i.e., Judeo/Christian based) culture of Western society. In gnostic fashion she omits the Creator from His Creation, stating that "the world is born, not made, and not commanded into being."[25] In her book she quotes Mary Daly's blasphemous depiction of God the Father as "spawned in the human imagination and sustained as plausible by patriarchy" all for the "oppression of women."[26] 


Starhawk leaves little ambiguity about where she is coming from when she says that the "Horned God" was "deliberately perverted by the medieval Church into the image of the Christian Devil."[27] "The God of the Witches is sexual"[28] she says. "Our God wears horns" she continues, "but they are the waxing and waning crescents of the Goddess Moon, and the symbol of animal vitality." Perhaps missing the irony of her words, she overstates her case when she writes that the Horned God "is black, not because He is dreadful or fearful, but because darkness and the night are times of power, and part of the cycles of time."[29] 


In Catholic circles, Starhawk gained notoriety through her association with former Dominican priest Matthew Fox (now out of the Church) who once employed her to teach ritual at his Holy Names Institute in California. Fox is a leading exponent of the gnostic-inspired and ecology-based Creation Spirituality, a movement that has now lost much of its novelty, but is still popular amongst many liberal Catholics. One of Fox's other major associates is David Spangler, a New Age high priest who has claimed that "Lucifer works within each of us to bring us to wholeness."[30] In her book The Hidden Dangers of The Rainbow, Constance Cumbey states that Spangler has "uttered some of the most outrageous blasphemies ever spoken against Jesus Christ and God the Father."[31] 


The Lilith Phenomenon 


A relatively new Satanic phenomenon, which shows the power that occult-based evil has been gaining in the world, is the growing popularity of Lilith, a recently invented feminist icon signifying rebellion against men and the patriarchal God. Just this summer. North America was the scene of the Lilith Fair, a two-month, 37-city concert tour billed as a celebration of women in music. The Fair raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for various feminist causes, and managed to get its main performer, Vancouver singer Sarah McLachlan, on the front page of Time magazine. In interviews, McLachlan has shown the hostility typical of religious feminists towards Christianity. She has publicly used four letter words to denounce Catholicism, which she describes as "backward." 


The Lilith Fair performances featured Planned Parenthood booths where condoms were handed out along with abortion information, the latter being particularly appropriate as Lilith has been described as an ancient Hebrew infant-slaying demon. Like the Wiccan religion which was largely created by two men, Aleister Crowley and Gerald Gardner, the Lilith phenomenon has little basis in anything other than fevered imaginations. Unlike the more sophisticated historical inaccuracies spawned by Margaret Murray, Lilith is a facile pop theology pulled from Jewish lore, and refashioned completely by feminists desperately looking for a new non-male spiritual focus. 


The myth of Lilith seems to have first gained a significant foothold through "The Coming of Lilith," penned by Judith Plaskow, not surprisingly a student of dissidents Rosemary Radford Ruether and Mary Daly. Plaskow's essay on Lilith is a major staple of the feminist essays to be found in Womanspirit Rising. According to the Plaskow version, Lilith was supposed to be Adam's first wife fashioned like him out of dust. She fled from Adam because he was too domineering. Like Lilith, Eve too became disenchanted with God and Adam, so she jumped over the wall of the Garden of Eden, joined Lilith and discovered the "bond of sisterhood." 


In the Jewish Talmud of the 4th and 5th centuries, "Lilith appears simply as a female demon based on an account of the Judgement found in Isaiah 34:14 "the satyrs will call to one another, and there shall Lilith (the night hag) alight."[32] Satanist Anton LaVey lists Lilith in his Satanic Bible as one of the names of the devil. Given her place in Jewish lore, it is not surprising that for many hundreds of years Jewish mothers used amulets to keep Lilith from banning their children. 


Sister Mary Collins 


Sister Mary Collins, O.S.B., of the Catholic University of America, put Lilith and Christian feminists into proper perspective for Canadians when she discussed "The Challenge of the Feminist Movement for the Transmission of Christian Faith" at an August 1989 conference celebrating Ottawa's St. Paul University's centennial as a Pontifically Chartered Institute. Collins opened by describing how Lilith confronts God and Adam, and how she (Lilith) has captured the essence of the challenge of the feminist movement to Christian faith. Collins continued by describing how Christian feminists will change the structures, roles and ecclesial institutions of Christianity. 


In a particularly illuminating passage that echoes Mary Daly and Starhawk's notion of the Catholic Church as the enemy of women, Collins states: "What they (Christian feminists) are voicing is their adult awareness that the Christian tradition which has formed and nourished their life of faith is itself malformed and toxic for women."[33] 


Important to Be Informed 


Faithful Catholics are naturally repulsed by Satanism and witchcraft, so they tend to avoid studying them in any detail. In general this is a good idea, as the world of the occult is chaotic in the extreme and insufferably disgusting and illogical. This of course is to be expected as its author, as previously said, is Satan, the Father of Lies. It is important, however, that Catholics be wary of those who reject legitimate religious authority or who appear to be obsessed with the "environment" and so-called women's rights while not respecting the sanctity of unborn human life. 


Support for Satanism in the mainstream media rarely comes directly, but is disguised as a plea for freedom of expression or belief. Similarly, support for witchcraft appears as a plea for tolerance and understanding of those who simply wish to return to a pre-industrial world where women could enjoy "natural" well-being and spirituality without being "oppressed" by men. In recent years, many high-school-girls and university women have become fascinated by Wicca because they are attracted by its simple rituals, seductive emphasis on ecology, and supposed sexual freedom. 


Simon Magus 


When the Acts of the Apostles was written, the Church was made aware of the evil of the occult through St. Peter's strong condemnation of Simon Magus, an early gnostic. Early Christians had no trouble understanding the fact that the practice of magic and the pagan worship of idols was diabolical. In the eyes of the first saints and martyrs, all pagan deities were of the devil, and had to be shunned immediately. Even death was preferable to submitting to the worship of false gods. Nothing has changed over the past two thousand years, except perhaps the high level of naïveté and apostasy amongst so many Catholics. 
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XIV. The New Leader, October 16-31, 2007 page 36 


Catholic Council of India to hold biennial meeting in Ranchi by Fr. Varghese Pullan, SAC


The biennial meeting of the… (CCI) which is the top representative body of the Bishops, priests, religious and lay faithful of the Catholic Church in India will be held from 1-13 Dec ’07 in Ranchi, Jharkhand. The Archdiocese of Ranchi will host nearly 500 representatives from all parts of India. The main theme of the meeting will be “The empowerment of women in the Church and society”…





XV. PETRUS, December 2007, page 36


Archbishop says women seeking ordination risk excommunication�By James Rygelski � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicnews.com/index.html" \t "new" �Catholic News Service� November 8, 2007 � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/0706386.htm" ��http://www.catholicnews.com/data/stories/cns/0706386.htm� �ST. LOUIS (CNS) Two women who say they will be ordained Catholic priests Nov. 11 risk excommunication, as do any Catholics aiding them, Archbishop Raymond L. Burke of St. Louis* said in his newspaper column two days before the purported ordination. "The attempted ordination is a violation of what is most sacred to us in the church, one of the sacraments," he wrote in the Nov. 9 edition of the St. Louis Review, archdiocesan newspaper. "It imperils the eternal salvation of the women seeking the attempted ordination and the woman, claiming to be a Roman Catholic bishop, who proposes to attempt the ordination," Archbishop Burke added. "It generates confusion among the faithful and others who are not Catholic regarding an infallible teaching of the Catholic faith."                                                        *see page 47�Rose Marie Dunn Hudson of Festus, Mo., and Elsie Hainz McGrath of St. Louis are part of a group called Roman Catholic Womenpriests.* Begun in 2002, it claims to have had "womenpriests" ordained every year since then. The two are to be co-pastors of a congregation that will hold services in the city's central west end, according to a statement from the organization. *see pages 47, 57�Archbishop Burke also said the fact that the ceremony was to take place in a local synagogue "constitutes a grave violation of the mutual respect which should mark the relationship between the Jewish faith and the Roman Catholic faith." If the attempted ordination did go forward, the archbishop said the church would respond by excommunicating the two women and anyone who might help them. But he also asked Catholics to pray for the two women.�"I urge you, therefore, to offer fervent prayers for the women involved, that they will repent and be reconciled with the church. Please pray, too, for all who will be confused and led astray by their sinful action," he wrote.�Responding to the women's claim to ordination, two Catholic authorities said the Catholic Church ordains only men as priests because Christ chose men to be his apostles and the first priests.�Father Vincent A. Heier, director of the St. Louis Archdiocese's ecumenical and interreligious affairs office, and Lawrence J. Welch, professor of dogmatic theology at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, also expressed dismay that a synagogue, Central Reform Congregation in St. Louis' central west end, was hosting the alleged ordination. They said it was disrespectful toward Catholicism and could hinder future Catholic-Jewish relations. Father Heier, who also is pastor of All Saints Parish in the St. Louis suburb of University City, and Welch said the ordination of men is in keeping with God's sacramental plan for the church and not a put-down of women or their important role in the church.�"This is a teaching of the church that goes back to what we think is the intentional choice of Jesus," Father Heier said of the traditional ordination of men only. "The church believes in equal rights and equality of the sexes. But we also recognize that within the church there are differences in both ministry and roles," he said.�"The priesthood was founded on the discipleship of Twelve Apostles, all men, the intentional choice of Jesus and the early church," he added. "Because of that we have always maintained that men are called by the community to perform that function. We do not feel authorized to change that."�Welch spoke of the symbolic and theological connection between Christ and the church that went back to the Old Testament's description of God's relationship with Israel. "In ordaining men, the church wasn't arbitrarily acting but conforming to God's plan for the church. Christ's relationship to the church is marital-spousal. God had a steadfast love for Israel, his bride," Welch said in noting the sacramental nature of the priesthood… Welch, appointed in 2002 to the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity, has been part of interfaith discussions with the Disciples of Christ…�


XVI. Posted by the moderator Ancy Paladka in MangaloreanCatholics Digest No. 864, January 5, 2008


Be A Dynamic Force In The Church, Women Religious Told 04-01-2008


� HYPERLINK "http://dir.groups.yahoo.com/group/MangaloreanCatholics/message/6455" ��http://dir.groups.yahoo.com/group/MangaloreanCatholics/message/6455� �MANGALORE, Karnataka. The Conference of Religious Women India (CRWI) has called on its members to be a dynamic force in the Church in the Indian scenario, and evolve a new way of responding to prophetic spirituality in the midst of a highly sophisticated technological society. "Think about the prophetic ministries the CRWI could initiate to make the religious life still relevant in today's society," the president of CRWI, Sister Innamma Yeruva JMJ, urged the conference. She was speaking after inaugurating the Conference's five-day annual national assembly at St. Agnes College here, December 28, with the theme `Prophetic Mysticism – the Call of Empowered Religious Women'…�Earlier, Bishop Aloysius P. D'Souza of Mangalore offered the Eucharistic sacrifice at the start of the assembly and wished the delegates a fruitful discussion on the topics that would help strengthen the Church and its mission.�As many as 350 women major superiors representing 92,970 women Religious in India participated in the assembly.�The topics taken up for discussion at the assembly were ‘Religious Women called to contemplation', ‘Religious women called to a prophetic lifestyle', 'Empowering Religious Women by Missio Dei'.�Sisters Kathleen Coyle SSC* and Evelyn Noronha were the resource persons. *Who is Coyle? See pages 42-45 �The Conference of Religious of India was started in 1962… There are three sections in the CRI – for priest religious, for brother religious and women Religious. These sections meet annually. The parent body meets once in three years.





Posted by George Pinto � HYPERLINK "mailto:georgejpinto@yahoo.com" ��georgejpinto@yahoo.com� in MangaloreanCatholics Digest No. 866, January 7, 2008


What is this humbug above? How can women be a dynamic force for change when they are treated as second-class in the church and cannot become priests? The Church should promote equality and not discriminate against women. Regards, George





MY RESPONSE TO THAT, posted in MangaloreanCatholics Digest No. 869, January 10, 2008:


I suppose that we must all go back to the Bible. Again. Since this response is not meant to be a teaching, I will refrain from quoting chapter and verse, but it all comes down to whether


1. we accept the Bible as the divinely inspired Word of God


2. we accept the Church's current interpretation of that Scripture revelation, from the authority given her by Jesus Christ.


Just because women are not ordained -- as on today at least -- it does not necessarily follow that they are "second class citizens".


If permission is granted to ordain women, will that make them "first class" citizens? Are priests and all males "first class citizens"?


A section of the CRWI, supported by a section of the CRI [Conference of Religious, India] have long since been demanding the ordination of women as priests. There is even support for them from some Bishops. But these liberals and dissenters are not the voice of the Church. They are part of a phenomenon loosely linked with the feminist movement.


Benedict XVI says it is appropriate to consider if women may be given more responsibilities in the Catholic Church, though this cannot include the priesthood. The Pope made his comments on the topic last Thursday* when he met with the parish priests of Rome. The Holy Father made a clear distinction between the idea of giving women more responsibilities and the question of women priests.                                                                *see page 32


He mentioned Pope John Paul II's teaching in the apostolic letter "Ordinatio Sacerdotalis," which states "that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women." 


Those who want to ordain women to the priesthood manifest a failure to recognize the dignity of women, said Pia de Solenni, an expert in moral theology and women's issues. She asserted this during her April 27 conference at the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome. De Solenni won the Pontifical Prize of the Academies in 2001, receiving an award from John Paul II for her doctoral thesis on St. Thomas Aquinas. She is the director of Life and Women's Issues at the Family Research Council in Washington, D.C. At the conference, de Solenni used St. Thomas' arguments to analyze the issue of the ordination of women to the priesthood in light of the natural complementarity between the sexes. St. Thomas taught that woman was not created from man's head in order to rule over him, nor from his foot to be ruled by him, but from his side in order to rule with him, she explained.�The 1994 Vatican document "Ordinatio Sacerdotalis" concentrates on three basic points, de Solenni explained: "Christ, in ordaining only men, acted freely without constraints by cultural norms; non-admission to the priesthood is not a sign of lesser dignity; the Church does not have the faculty to ordain women."�De Solenni illustrated the first point saying that many claim Christ ordained only men because of the cultural norms of his day. Since the role of women has changed, some say the Church should also adapt and allow women to be ordained to the priesthood, she said. De Solenni contended, however, that the Gospels show how Christ often broke with the cultural norms of his day: In fact, it was to the Samaritan woman at the well that he revealed himself clearly as the Messiah -- to her as to no other, she said.�"Ordinatio Sacerdotalis" points out that the non-admission of women to the priesthood does not signify a lesser dignity. The entire history of the Church, said de Solenni, "witnesses to the presence and active participation of women." "It was the consent, understanding and devotion of a woman that brought the Church to us," and the fact that the Virgin Mary was not chosen by her son to be a priest "indicates that the sacrament does not discriminate on the basis of dignity or merit," de Solenni explained. De Solenni reiterated a point from "Ordinatio Sacerdotalis" which says the question of women's vocations should not be confined to ordination. "Woman will never be the bridegroom, in any form. The temptation to force upon women a masculine paradigm arises from our confused notions of power and authority which, in turn, devalue her vocation as a bride, clearly illustrated by Mary," de Solenni said. Ordaining a woman, she said, "would be, in essence, to show complete disregard for the reality she is as a woman, as a bride."�De Solenni asserted: "The promotion of ordaining women to the priesthood is a sign of misunderstanding and even disrespect for the dignity of woman." The fact that "the significance of the feminine identity is so largely misunderstood or even disregarded, indicates that our very notion of Church is in peril, has lost personality. She has become an 'it,' a mere institution, rather than a living being," de Solenni added.�The discussion of ordaining women to the priesthood has been a sort of "overemphasis of the masculine," she said. �"No doubt," continued de Solenni, "women need a voice in the Church, but it must be an authentic voice and not their voice made to sound like a man's." Women, she stated, have a unique role in the Church and in society and that role should not be forced into masculine paradigms. "To do so," she said, "runs the risk of losing what is truly feminine -- not the femininity of fashion, but the varied femininity of women saints, whose personalities and strengths span just as far as those of men saints … if not more." 


Jutta Burggraf, professor of theology at the University of Navarre and specialist on woman and the Church, co-author of the book "Il Ruolo della Donna nella Chiesa e nel Mondo" (The Role of Woman in the Church and in the World), published by L'Osservatore Romano, as well as other books, said: "...The criticisms refer to priestly ordination, to which women do not have access by an ineffable divine will. But this is not a feminine question that can be posed in the realm of natural rights. It is a strictly theological question that I can only consider in the light of faith. John Paul II undoubtedly did not consider women "unfit" for the priesthood. But even though he was Pope, he could not change the essence of this sacrament. The Lord could have called women to the priesthood, but he did not, though in his treatment of women he often acted against the customs of Israel. He chose a woman, Mary, among all men; but he did not confer the ministerial priesthood on women, but only on men. The Apostles followed his example, and the Church must preserve, also today, this way of proceeding. This is not stagnation, but a manifestation of fidelity."


Many radical feminists in the West are former Catholic nuns. This is an issue on which I am preparing a detailed report.


Donna Steichen (a Catholic journalist) wrote “Ungodly Rage: The Hidden Face of Catholic Feminism”, in 1991.  


She spent twelve years getting first-hand information. Her book is based on things that she personally saw and heard, plus the writings of Catholic feminists. She gives names, dates, quotations, and lots of nitty gritty details.


There are some Catholic feminist leaders who teach that every kind of sexual expression is good. They say that every act of “love” and pleasure is a ritual which honors the goddess.  Their openly stated goal is to redefine sexuality and morality. Donna Steichen asked some feminist nuns about these teachings. The nuns enthusiastically agreed with the teachings, and with the moral system that it reflects. (“Ungodly Rage,” pages 41-45, 150, and 176-177)  


In 1985, Mrs. Steichen attended a Conference on Women and Spirituality. (The following information is from pages 29 to 63 of “Ungodly Rage”.) 


A community of teaching nuns was deeply involved. Some of the nuns gave workshops during the conference. The Catholic priest who is the chaplain of a nearby Catholic school announced the conference. Steichen interviewed the priest. He had studied the program and he was aware of its nature. He approved of it. 


The conference was an ecumenical event. Sixteen of the speakers were Catholics (nuns, former nuns, and laywomen). Speakers promoted goddess worship, and the exploration of “sacred” sexuality. A sense of victim mentality was fostered. The idea of sin was mocked. According to the speakers, the only sin is discrimination against women. Most of the workshops included pagan rituals.


Most speakers ignored Jesus altogether, but one said that some people might want to retain Him as a “symbol”.  She openly stated that the objective of Catholic feminism is to take over the Catholic church.  And in order to do this, it needs to maintain the appearance of legitimate Catholicism. She told women to establish covens or Women-Church groups to celebrate their own rituals.  These groups would either replace traditional Christian churches, or else be places of refuge where women who retain church affiliation would be free to share their true feelings. She said that large groups should be subdivided into groups of 13 members, because 13 is the number for a coven. (The term “coven” is usually applied to groups of witches.)


Steichen interviewed many of the attendees. None of the Catholic women saw any conflict between their Catholicism and their attendance at this conference. They even defended the worship of pagan gods and said that it does not conflict with Catholicism. Mrs. Steichen asked them if the early martyrs were wrong to face death because they refused to worship pagan gods. The women didn’t get the point. They usually responded that things are different now.


Rosemary Ruether is a Catholic feminist theologian who is openly lesbian. [Many are; or they promote or approve of same sex relationships as being in the natural order.] She developed a liturgy for the “covenanting” of lesbian couples. Ruether’s books include “Gaia & God: An Ecofeminist Theology of Earth Healing” and “Religious Feminism and the Future of the Planet: A Christian-Buddhist Conversation”. Radical Feminism is New Age, and some of the statements of Indian feminists, nuns or lay women clearly fall in that category. This "ECO-FEMINISM" is discussed in the Vatican New Age document of 2003, entitled "Jesus Christ Bearer of the Water of Life." 


A leading promoter of feminism is the excommunicated Dominican Matthew Fox, himself a leading New Ager.


The feminist wave is also allied with the pro-choice movement which is decidedly anti-life.�Michael Prabhu, Chennai � HYPERLINK "http://www.ephesians-511.net" �www.ephesians-511.net� 





XVII. The Examiner, January 12, 2008 


Catholic nuns plan Theology training center UCAN


Catholic nuns in India are planning a Theology research institute to empower women Religious and redress the gender disparity in religious studies. The four-day annual plenary of the women’s section of te Conference of Religious India [CRI] propose the initiative before it ended on Jan 1. About 350 major superiors representing more than 90,000 women Religious gathered in Mangalore for the assembly.


They appointed a seven-member committee to work out detailed plans for establishing an inter-congregational institute to spur education, development and research among women Religious. The new center will “enable the women to empower themselves” through scientific and systematic research and study on the contributions of women in general and Religious women in particular, explained Bethany Sister Jyothi, a committee member.


At the annual meeting, several participants expressed concern over gender discrimination within the Church. 





XVIII. The New Leader, January 16-31, 2008 page 28 Nuns plan Theology Training center UCAN


The New Leader, January 16-31, 2008 page 28 NCRW meet in Mangalore: ‘Women religious must be mystics and prophets’ UCAN


THE CONTENT OF THIS UCAN REPORT IS THE SAME THAT THE EXAMINER AND MANGALOREAN-CATHOLICS REPRODUCED FURTHER ABOVE, BUT WITH THIS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:


Montfort Brother Mani Mekkunnel*, CRI national secretary, thought the meeting’s theme "sounded good, but it is very abstract." He told UCA News, "It can make any good only if its practical elements are discussed in black and white." The lone male participant at the meeting said many participants were still "confused with prophetic mysticism".                                        *pages 14, 17, 31


I figure that Bro. Mani Mekkunnel means that the nuns’ feminism is not radical enough and their demands are not strident enough to put pressure on the bishops for the ordination of women as priests.


All this talk of women’s empowerment and prophetic spirituality and gender discrimination within the Church by the nuns is not what the naïve Catholic reader might think. It is all about women as priests.


At their proposed "Theology research institute", one can expect only to find feminist liberation theology taught to the detriment of the entire Indian Church. If the Bishops were up-to-date on the signs of the times and to what is going on all around them, they would have seen through this façade by now and initiated steps to stop the institution of such a centre or to exercise proper control over it. Going from past experience, we can expect nothing of that sort to happen.  





XIX. The New Leader, January 16-31, 2008 page 32 


Nuns should fight male domination with professionalism, says Irish theologian 


� HYPERLINK "http://vidimusdominum.info/en/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=273&Itemid=2" ��http://vidimusdominum.info/en/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=273&Itemid=2� 


MANGALORE, India (UCAN) Women Religious should develop their potential and become professionals in their work to counter male domination, a woman theologian advised Catholic nuns in India. "In the absence of this professionalism, we will be still subjugated by patriarchal control," maintained Columban Sister Cathleen Coyle*.                                                                                                                    *see page 40


The Dublin-based theologian addressed the 45th annual assembly of the women's section of the Conference of Religious India (CRI). Approximately 345 major superiors attended the four-day meeting in Mangalore, a coastal Christian stronghold in Karnataka state, 2,290 kilometers southwest of New Delhi. It ended Jan. 1. �"Prophetic mysticism: the call of empowered Religious women" was the theme of the assembly for major superiors representing about 91,700 professed women Religious in the country. �Sister Coyle, who teaches in Dublin and is a visiting lecturer at the East Asian Pastoral Institute in Manila, told the assembly that "women everywhere and at all levels suffer immensely" from male domination. Discrimination against women has prevailed in all religions, and "even the Church followed the same tradition," the theologian said, asking women to "activate our innate God-given power" to fight subjugation. �The oppression of women is evident in their general absence from decision-making positions, she said. In response she suggested that women become professionals with dignity and authority as one way to gain equality. Sister Coyle said the Religious vocation is primarily to become part of the mystical body of Christ, and secondly to transfer that spiritual power to people. Without mystical experience, women cannot be empowered, she said. �The theologian-nun said the "Church baptizes us, absolves us, marries us, blesses us, confirms us and gives us communion just as it does men," so women have the same authority as men in the mission of God. "Therefore, a change is urgently needed and the change must begin with us," she said. �Sister Coyle, who led three sessions on various aspects of prophetic mysticism, said Religious life is a commitment to live prophetically. "Vowed poverty is a protest against materialism, consumerism, selfishness, and against the poverty in which the poor of the world are forced to live." Celibacy, she added, must be seen as a perfect means to become closer to God and people. It is "not mere sexual abstinence, not non-love, but another way of loving," she explained. �Women Religious should learn "prophetic mysticism" from Jesus, who was in perfect union with God and the world, she urged. Pointing out that "in Religious life, the divine energy is transformed into compassion," she said "compassionate mission must flow from our contemplation." Sister Coyle observed that women Religious "must allow mystical and prophetic energy to flow into our worship, ministries, formation programs, and into our day to day dealing with people." �Sister Evelyn Monteiro, who teaches at Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth (light of knowledge university), the pontifical seminary in Pune, western India, told the assembly her theological formation has enabled her to "speak with authority." The Cross of Chavanod nun noted that most Religious trained in theology have been men, and she urged women's congregations to change this. She suggested they start an institute to train women theologians. �Sister Jyothi, superior general of the Bethany Sisters, told UCA News her congregation already has professionally trained social workers, journalists, health-care workers, teachers and preachers. The congregation began in Mangalore in 1921. 


'THEOLOGIAN' SR. COYLE CAME ALL THE WAY FROM DUBLIN, IRELAND, TO ADDRESS THE CRWI IN MANGALORE ONLY TO SERVE THE ENDS OF THE INDIAN FEMINIST MOVEMENT IN THE CHURCH.


THE Jnana Deepa Vidyapeeth / PAPAL SEMINARY IN PUNE IS A HOTBED OF ALL SORTS OF NEW AGE ERRORS AND LIBERALISM AS I HAVE SHOWN IN OTHER REPORTS.





XX. Empowerment Of Women In The Church And Society February 11, 2008 


NEW DELHI (ICNS) The 28th General Body Meeting of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) is scheduled to be held at the Xavier Labour Relations Institute (XLRI), Jamshedpur, Jharkhand from February 13-20, 2008. The General Body Meetings of the CBCI are a regular feature of the activities of the Catholic Bishops of India and are held once in two years in the various dioceses in India. At every General Body Meeting, a particular theme of relevance to the Church and the nation is discussed by the leaders of the Church.�The theme for the upcoming General Body Meeting is Empowerment of Women in the Church and Society, chosen for its great relevance in the modern world which is still grappling with the problem of gender inequality. During the General Body Meeting, the Bishops will reflect and discuss various aspects of the theme such as: sources of inspiration, the contemporary scenario of gender relations, the forces behind gender inequality and the role of the Church in facilitating the empowerment of women.�This is for the first time in the history of the Catholic Church in India that a theme on ‘Empowerment of Women in the Church and Society’ has been chosen as the focus of the Plenary Assembly of Bishops. Many meetings and discussions on women empowerment have been held at the regional and national levels as a preparation for the General Assembly. During the various seminars held on the theme at various levels, many scholarly women and men including religious personnel came up with several useful insights and suggestions which will be a matter of serious reflection during the General Body Meeting.�Over 160 Catholic Bishops of India are expected to attend the CBCI General Body Meeting in Jamshedpur. Others who will attend the meeting are the Executive Secretaries of the CBCI Commissions, representatives of the religious men and women and of the lay faithful, women and men representatives of 12 Regions. The CBCI has 218 member Bishops from the Latin, Syro-Malabar and the Syro-Malankara ecclesial traditions in the country, among whom 160 are heads of the dioceses. There are 30 Archbishops among whom 3 are Cardinals. There are 123 Bishops, 2 Apostolic Administrators and 5 Diocesan Administrators. There are 10 Auxiliary Bishops, 1 Co-Adjutor Bishop and 47 retired Bishops. Presently His Eminence Cardinal Toppo of Ranchi is the President of the CBCI, His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Thottunkal of Trivandrum, Malankara Catholic Church and Bishop Gratian Mundadan of Bijnor are Vice Presidents and Archbishop Stanislaus Fernandes of Gandhinagar, the Secretary General.


�Besides the Office-Bearers of the CBCI, the other dignitaries who will grace the occasion are: President of the Pontifical Council for Laity, Stanislaw Cardinal Rylko and the Apostolic Nuncio in India, Archbishop Pedro Lopez Quintana. 


Professor Rita Noronha will give the keynote address on “Empowerment of Women in the Church and Society”.�The Genera! Body Meeting will last for 8 days. During these days, various programs are organized for the Bishops in Jamshedpur. There will be a solemn inaugural ceremony on the 13th February and on the 17th February a civic reception will be held in honour of the Catholic Hierarchy at Jamshedpur. Thousands of people including a number of political, social and religious leaders are expected to attend the event.�Explanation of the logo: “Empowerment of Women in the Church and Society”�The logo contains the Tree on the surface of the earth with the rising sun. The surface on which the tree stands represents the universe. The Tree represents Women, who live on earth. The swing of the trunk represents the fact that life is rarely straight and predictable. The leaves symbolize the rejuvenated lives of the women in our country where green colour gives hope to their Empowerment that transforms the world with equity and justice. The Sun represents Christ. Just as the sun’s rays have the power to heal, in the same way the power from Christ will enable the women of our country to awaken and realize their power. The colour amber symbolizes God’s Omnipresence





XXI. We Must Treasure Our Catholic Faith: Cardinal Toppo February 15, 2008 


JAMSHEDPUR, Jharkhand (SAR NEWS) Cardinal Telesphore Toppo of India has called on the Catholics to be more authentic in their faith. “Let us cultivate a Sensus Ecclesiae (Sense of the Church) and be more authentic Catholics in our commitment,” declared Cardinal Toppo, the Archbishop of Ranchi and president of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India, February 14, at Jamshedpur. Cardinal Toppo was delivering the concluding message at the end of two-day deliberations on the theme of the CBCI general body meeting: “Empowerment of Women in the Church and Society”, being held on the occasion of the 28th Assembly of the CBCI, February 13-20. “All of us need to be true to our basic identity in faith as Catholics, not merely see ourselves as men, women, priests, religious and laity,” the 67-year-old Cardinal said. �“The 2000-year Catholic faith and heritage is a matter of great pride and we need to treasure and sustain it,” he added. “Without God we can do nothing, and with God we can achieve everything,” reminded Cardinal Toppo while speaking on the difficult path of empowerment of women, especially the marginalised and discriminated. “No other organisation has done as much as the Church for the empowerment of women,” he said. “Through its teachings, numerous documents and education, the Church has always upheld the dignity and honour of women,” he said.�"The term empowerment is a loaded word. What we must focus on is the responsibility and participation of women in the Church and society,” he said. “Upholding and promoting the equality and dignity of all women should be the responsibility of every Catholic institution, parish and diocese. The whole Church in India must rise to the occasion as one body,” the Cardinal said. Cardinal Toppo called on all the three ecclesial bodies -- the Conference of the Catholic Bishops of India, the Syro-Malabar Synod of Bishops and the Syro-Malankara Synod of Bishops, to carry forward the effort of empowerment of women.�He emphasised the need for strengthening the Catholic Council of India, the diocesan pastoral councils and parish councils throughout the country.�He spoke also touched upon the need for strengthening the national organisations of women, so that they are able to serve the Church and the country better. “It is not enough to merely have the various national policies prepared; they need to be implemented at all levels, earnestly and sincerely,” the Cardinal added.





WHILE THE INDIAN CARDINALS AND BISHOPS REMAIN NAÏVE AND BLIND TO THE REALITY OF THE REAL AGENDA BEHIND THE FEMINIST LOBBY’S CALLS FOR "WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT", THE VATICAN’S ENVOY TO THE PLENARY, CARDINAL RYLKO,  CALLS THEIR BLUFF AND ISSUES A WARNING TO THEM AND AN EXHORTATION TO THE DELEGATES TO ACTUALLY COUNTER THE NEW FEMINIST CULTURE [WHICH SAR & ICNS DON’T REPORT!]:


XXII. Vatican Official Cautions Church Against New Views On Women February 15, 2008 


JAMSHEDPUR, India (UCAN) A Vatican official has urged Catholic women to counter a new culture that tries to undermine traditional and social values. A "post-modern culture" encourages competition between men and women for domination, and confuses and disrupts society, Cardinal Stanislaw Rylko, president of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, said at the opening session of the Indian bishops' biennial plenary assembly. Approximately 145 of India's 248 prelates are attending the Feb. 13-20 Catholic Bishops' Conference of India plenary, for which the theme is Women's Empowerment in the Church and Society. 


About 50 nuns and laywomen, and 25 priests and laymen have joined them in Jamshedpur, 1,300 kilometers southeast of New Delhi.�Cardinal Rylko commended the Indian bishops for choosing an "appropriate" theme as the Church observes the 20th anniversary of Pope John Paul II's apostolic letter Mulieris Dignitatem (On the Dignity of Women). The letter, he says, sets forth important guidelines still relevant for addressing women's issues in the Church and society.�"Women are called to present the truth with deep respect for freedom. With their gentleness and their maternal touch they can teach and help individuals to adhere to the transcendent truth," Cardinal Rylko said.


�According to the Vatican official, Church views on empowerment differ from radical feminism, which he said tries to eliminate stable and enduring values from society. "There is an attempt to bring about a global cultural revolution, a new post-modern, and hence post-Judeo-Christian, ethic," he explained.�This new culture upholds personal freedom but confuses people about their identity, vocation and destiny. Such confused people lose "the ability to guide their own destiny and existence, and hence society," he warned. The new ideology views masculine and feminine characteristics as socially created, and ignores nature and biological gender differences. It also uses "gender" as a weapon to fight social roles defined by religion, tradition, education and politics, the cardinal noted.�Distrust, rivalry and attempts to dominate now mark relations between men and women, and women steeped in post-modern culture in some Western countries view any commitment as a threat to their autonomy, Cardinal Rylko said in his 37-minute speech. Many young people, he observed, now hold the opinion that "family" would hinder their independence, and some even reject parenthood. In contrast, women in Asia and other places suffer discrimination and marginalization. Infanticide and feticide threaten women in China and India, the cardinal noted.�Christian revelation, which respects the equality of men and women, holds the answer to such diverse situations, the cardinal declared. Women and men are both created in the image of God, he said, and are called to help each other, avoiding the need to dominate.�The cardinal called for a "serene and objective discernment" to respond to feminism today. But he wants in-depth study on the meaning of human existence to precede the gender discussion.�"A correct" understanding of the Church also is needed to avoid traps in modern ideologies, he added, asserting the Church would make "a serious mistake" if it adopted the world's view on gender or introduced democratic rules.�The Church, he says, is "a mystery of communion, as an organic structure, and not a dialectic of power games." Power in the Church means service and ministry, he explained, and for laypeople, power means responsible participation in the Church's mission. What is required now, he suggested, is the courage to oppose the tide and proclaim a healthy view of human beings consistent with natural law and Christ's message.�As the gender debate continues, the cardinal sees "a special need" to reread the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) in "a masculine and feminine framework" to help even more laypeople discover "the greatness and beauty of their vocation and mission in the Church."�For this, the cardinal wants Catholic women to take the lead, and he expects dioceses, parishes and lay organizations to prepare women for this. Laypeople, especially women, should receive "a human and Christian preparation" along with "solid" education in the faith as well as in the Church's social teachings, he added.�Cardinal Rylko insisted priests have an "inescapable task" to encourage lay participation in the Church. "Pastors should not only know how to do things, but they should also know how to delegate," he said.


IN EFFECT, THE CARDINAL, SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF ROME, IS SAYING A LOUD "NO" TO THE RADICAL INDIAN FEMINISTS WHO BY 'WOMAN’S EMPOWERMENT' AND 'WOMEN’S RIGHTS' MEAN PRIESTLY ORDINATION. HE MUST HAVE NOTED THE REAL AGENDA OF THESE PEOPLE, SEEN THROUGH THE SUBTERFUGE, [IT’S A PITY THAT OUR BISHOPS COULDN’T], THE REASON THAT HE DEVOTED SUCH A LOT OF TIME TO STRESSING THE CHURCH’S POLICY AND VIEWS ON THE ISSUE. 


THANK YOU, CARDINAL RYLKO.





XXIII. Pope stays with the name of the Father by Malcolm Moore, Rome, March 2, 2008


� HYPERLINK "http://www.theage.com.au/news/world/pope-stays-with-the-name-of-the-father/2008/03/01/1204227047518.html" ��http://www.theage.com.au/news/world/pope-stays-with-the-name-of-the-father/2008/03/01/1204227047518.html� 


The Vatican has cracked down on feminist interpretations of the liturgy, ruling that God must always be recognised as Our Father.


In a move to counter the spread of gender-neutral phrases, the Vatican said anyone baptised using alternative terms, such as "Creator", "Redeemer" and "Sanctifier" would have to be baptised again using the traditional ceremony. The Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith said: "These variations arise from so-called feminist theology and are an attempt to avoid using the words Father and Son, which are held to be chauvinistic." Instead, it said that the traditional form of "Father, Son and Holy Ghost" had to be respected.


The alternative phrases originated in North America and started to become popular only in the past few years. The new phrases are particularly popular in the Church of England. It was recently reported that guidelines to bishops and priests advised them to avoid "uncritical use of masculine imagery".


The Pope, who wrote the latest ruling, has been a strong opponent of feminism in the Catholic Church.


In his book, The Ratzinger Report, he wrote: "I am, in fact, convinced that what feminism promotes in its radical form is no longer the Christianity that we know; it is another religion."


Rosemary Radford Ruether, a professor of feminist theology at the Graduate Theological Union in California, said that among "liberal" Catholics, the Pope "is not our Pope".


The Vatican said anyone baptised under the feminist terms could invalidate their marriage. Cardinal Urbano Navarrete, who wrote a formal commentary on the ruling, warned that anyone who attempted to baptise someone with a gender-neutral form would be penalised.





XXIV. The New Leader, Letter to the Editor, March 16-31, 2008  


Domination is not the monopoly of men 


In reference to ‘Nuns should fight male domination with professionalism…’ (NL Jan 16-31 ’08), the call given by Irish theologian, Sr. Cathleen Coyle, to Indian nuns to use ‘professionalism’ to meet the most pressing needs of the Church today is a welcome move. However, the motivation offered by the theologian seems highly suspect – to counter “male domination” in society and the Church. It will help to remember that “domination” is not an exclusive, gender-related, male-specific attribute. In certain contexts women too can seek and tend to dominate. Our Scriptures bear this out as in Genesis 3, Esther and Mark 6, and so does our history. Swinging the pendulum of “empowerment” from male to female is no alternative to being true to one’s God-given nature and vocation! Fr. William, Mangalore 575 002





XXV. Posted in KonkaniCatholics Digest No. 1427 dated April 3, 2008 by Lawrence Monteiro, member


Catholic Church facing shortage of nuns Source: Deccan Herald �Kochi, PTI: Catholic Church in India is facing an increasing shortage of aspirants to convent life, with girls preferring more worldly professions, church authorities feel. "Consumer culture seems to have overtaken the young girls who are no longer challenged by the call of ascetic life," says Father Paul Thelekat, Church spokesperson.�Women congregations in the country are no more getting enough vocations from urbanised areas of Kerala. But there are enough vocations to priesthood, Father Thelekat said. In European countries the nuns are becoming extinct as a social species and the same situation may be seen in India soon, he feels. Fifty years ago, young girls may have found the life and work being done by a sister or a nun challenging. But that is not the case today, Father Thelekat said. This could lead to a situation when existing congregations of women would be forced to abandon many of the institutional work they are doing in educational and medical care sectors, he said in a series of articles published in 'SatyaDeepam' a church periodical which hit the stands today. Increasingly, nuns are also feeling disillusioned as there seems to be a discrimination in the churches, the articles said.�According to Sister Inigo, SSA from New Delhi, women do not enjoy equality of status in the church. "Equality for women is a non-negotiable element as far as she is concerned," sister Inigo said. "You cannot be quietly pious or quietly holy without critically considering this inequality," she said in one of the articles. �Sister Alice Lukose, Director WIN Society, says unless the church is able to offer the women a "new vision" and a "new way" of committed life, the religious congregations for women would be facing a crisis of existence.�Today, in every field women are equal, in every field women have come up, except in the church. The moment the church acknowledges and allows women to be different, the church would be different, she said.�According to Sister Ingia [Inigo], young girls are not willing to join religious life as they have number of fields open today. Earlier, it was not like that. Women are not being offered the opportunities their male counterparts are getting in the church, she said.�"How many theologians have come up from among the religious women?" she asked, adding "not many as they are not being allowed by men into what they consider their privileged area".�With fewer women joining the convents, the church would find it difficult to run the educational institutions under them. "Church was still entrenched in the patriarchal system of domination of women by men. The net result is that women in religion feel a lot of insecurity within the church," the articles said.�Sister Dr Elizabeth, MMS, Kerala, said the church has always promoted clericalism -- centralisation of the Church and its functioning around ordained ministers who have an upper hand on matters related to women. In general, women are given "second class" citizen status and are considered emotional who lack objectivity and reasoning, she said. "In our religious structure, we do not allow our people to excel. Unless independence is given to each individual to blossom and excel, there will not much of a future for the religious life," she said. "Today the religious life is not a creative one. We are in a rut. We are in a traditional mould and are even going backward. In the name of obedience, we are too rigid and the individual does not have a space to blossom," according to her. She felt the church was still "patriarchal" and women in religion were getting a "raw deal" from the church. There is need for "fresh air" to come in for things to change, she said.�Father Thelekat said there was need to "reinvent" vocation and "rewrite" their path by honestly re-interpreting the evangelical counsels to suit the demands of the modern world. "Our nuns must learn to step out the closets traditionally created for them and make their feminine voice heard in the Church and the society," he said. 


MY COMMENTS: SR. INIGO IS A KNOWN FEMINIST. SR. DR. ELIZABETH, MMS, IS ELIZABETH VADAKEKARA, AND HER MMS NUNS ARE OPERATING NEW AGE HOLISTC HEALTH CENTRES USING ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES -- SEVERAL OF WHICH ARE NAMED IN THE VATICAN DOCUMENT ON THE NEW AGE -- ALL OVER INDIA. I FIND THAT THEY ARE ENJOYING ENOUGH FREEDOM TO PLY THEIR OCCULT TRADE WITHOUT ANY ECCLESIASTICAL INTERFERENCE FOR THEM NOT TO COMPLAIN AGAINST PATRIARCHY, MALE DOMINANCE AND DISCRIMINATION.


IT IS MOST DISAPPOINTING THAT KC, WHICH STARTED OUT IN 2004 AS A STRONGLY ANTI-NEW AGE, PRO-CATHOLIC FAITH–BASED INITIATIVE [SEE PAGES 32, 34] SHOULD HAVE CLEARED THE ABOVE POSTING WITHOUT ANY CLARIFICATION FROM THE MODERATORS [THERE HAS BEEN AN INCREASE OF SUCH ERRONEOUS POSTINGS IN THIS GROUP FROM THE YEAR 2008 AS COMPARED TO NONE FROM 2004 TO 2007]. THE ERROR WAS COMPOUNDED BY THE POSTING OF THE FOLLOWING RESPONSE FROM ANOTHER KONKANICATHOLICS MEMBER, A NUN, PROBABLY YET ANOTHER FEMINIST:


Posted in Konkani Catholics, Digest No. 1428 dated April 4, 2008


Hello, Congrats for this article. I fully agree with what is being said. We need a new outlook and the girls of modern society of today look for challenges. Sr. Rosaline Rejina Pereira, Rome





XXVI. PETRUS May-June 2008 Page 39 


Three women excommunicated for participating in ordination ceremony


[INSTEAD OF TYPING OUT THE PETRUS ARTICLE, I AM REPRODUCING AN EQUIVALENT]:


Declaration of Excommunication of Patricia Fresen, Rose Hudson and Elsie McGrath March 14, 2008


by Archbishop Raymond L. Burke, D.D., J.C.D. [see page 39]


� HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=8080&CFID=32632005&CFTOKEN=59083807" ��http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=8080&CFID=32632005&CFTOKEN=59083807�  


Statement Regarding Those Involved in Attempted Ordinations of November 11, 2007


Archbishop Raymond L. Burke has issued the following statement regarding Patricia Fresen, Rose Hudson, and Elsie McGrath: 


As Archbishop of St. Louis, it is my responsibility to safeguard the unity of the Catholic Church and protect the souls of the faithful. I have communicated with Ms. Fresen, Ms. Hudson, and Ms. McGrath, and informed them that if they participated in an attempted female ordination, they would be excommunicating themselves from the Catholic Church. In the apostolic letter Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, Pope John Paul II reaffirmed that the Catholic Church has no authority to confer priestly ordination on women. This teaching is to be held definitively by all the faithful as belonging to the deposit of faith. Because they participated in the attempted ordination, Church law requires me to publicly declare the excommunication. The situation is sad for the whole Church. It is cause of great concern for me as archbishop. Please join me in praying that both will be reconciled with the Church and that the great harm which has been caused to the Church, with the help of God's grace, will be healed. 





Declaration of Excommunication of Patricia Fresen, Rose Hudson and Elsie McGrath March 14, 2008


In fulfillment of my solemn duty to protect the One True Faith and the unity of that portion of the Universal Church, confided to my pastoral care, and of my obligation to exercise vigilance over any human matter in so far as this is required by fundamental human rights or the salvation of souls (can. 747, §2); 


Considering, specifically, that Patricia Fresen is domiciled at Berger Weg 1, 82335 Berg, Germany; Rose Marie Hudson, née Dunn, is domiciled at 602 North Mill Street, in Festus, Missouri 63028-1419; and Elsie Mae McGrath, née Hainz, is domiciled at 2303 Arsenal Street, in Saint Louis, Missouri 63118-2538; and that all three are baptized Roman Catholics, and are, therefore, obliged to observe the norms of the Code of Canon Law (cf. can. 11); 


Considering that the Roman Catholic Church has always taught and proclaimed the doctrine, de Fide tenenda, that the ordination of women to the priesthood is utterly invalid; and that the same truth of Faith has been set forth by the Universal and Ordinary Magisterium as infallibly defined and binding upon all baptized Catholics; 


Noting that, on August 5, 2002, Christine Mayr-Lumetzberger of Austria, and Gisela Forster of Germany, were excommunicated by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, for having attempted to receive priestly ordination from the hands of the excommunicated schismatic Romulo Antonio Braschi, and for having pertinaciously rejected the aforementioned definitive truth concerning the invalidity of woman’s ordination; and that Patricia Fresen after having attempted to receive diaconal ordination, at the hands of the just-mentioned Christine Mayr-Lumetzberger and Gisela Forster, on August 5, 2003; attempted to receive priestly ordination on August 7, 2003; and Episcopal ordination on January 1, 2005; 


Noting furthermore that Patricia Fresen, in the manner of the leader of a schism, has formally and directly engaged in the founding and development, in the United States and abroad, of a new and separate sect, known for now as "Roman Catholic Womenpriests – USA" in the United States of America, and as "Rk Priesterinnen Europa-West" in Europe; and that the same Patricia Fresen has publicly stated that her sect is outside the hierarchy of the One True Church willed by the Savior Himself, our Lord Jesus Christ; 


Considering that Rose Marie Hudson and Elsie Mae McGrath attempted to receive diaconal ordination on August 12, 2007, at the hands of the same Patricia Fresen; 


Observing that the undersigned exercises lawful jurisdiction over Patricia Fresen in virtue of can. 1412 of the Code of Canon Law; and over Rose Hudson and Elsie McGrath in virtue of canon 1408 and 1412; 


Recalling that a canonical admonition (cf. canon 1339 and 1347, §1), warning the just-mentioned three women against any attempt of priestly ordination, was delivered by the undersigned to Patricia Fresen on November 6, 2007; to Rose Hudson on November 5, 2007; and to Elsie McGrath on November 5, 2007; 


Recalling especially that on November 11, 2007, Patricia Fresen, presenting herself as a Roman Catholic bishop in the Synagogue of the Central Reform Congregation at Saint Louis, recited words of a formula used to confer priestly ordination; and imposed her hands upon the heads of the attempted ordinands Hudson and McGrath; and that all three thereby demonstrated their consummate disobedience, and their withdrawal from full communion with the Roman Pontiff, the local Archbishop and the faithful loyally subject to them; 


Noting that the three women have publicly affirmed, by word and deed, the validity of the ordination of women to the priesthood, in contradiction to the perennial, constant and infallible teaching of Catholic Church; 


Taking into account that a summons (cf. can. 1720, 1º) and canonical admonition (cf. can. 1347, §1), extending the faculty to exercise the right of defense (cf. can. 1720, 1º), was delivered to each of the three women at the close of the ceremony of attempted ordinations, requiring them to appear before the undersigned, 


so that they might take cognizance of the accusation and proofs pending against them, and so that they might be held accountable for their most grievous violations of universal ecclesiastical law; and that, by the same summons and canonical admonition, an extra-judicial penal process (cf. can. 1720, 1º) was initiated against the three women; 


Noting that all three accused failed to appear in compliance with the summons, without proving the existence of any just cause precluding the observance of their obligations; and that decrees of contumacy and forfeiture of the exercise of the right of defense have been lawfully notified to them, because they have not withdrawn from their now verified pertinacious contumacy in the manner required by can. 1347, §2; 


Noting the established and most recent jurisprudence of the Holy See, regarding the finding of the delicts of schism, pertinacious rejection of a definitive truth of Faith, and simulation of the administration of a Sacrament; 


Considering the most grave accusations made against Patricia Fresen, Rose Hudson, and Elsie McGrath: the first of whom is accused of having committed the canonical crimes of: 1) schism (cf. can. 751; and 1364, §1); 2) the pertinacious rejection of the doctrine mentioned in can. 750, §2, coupled with the refusal to retract after having been admonished by the Ordinary (cf. can. 1371, 1º); and 3) the simulation of the administration of a Sacrament apart from the case of that mentioned in can. 1378 (cf. can. 1379); and the second and third of whom are accused of having committed the canonical crimes of: 1) schism (cf. can. 751; and 1364, §1); and 2) the pertinacious rejection of the doctrine mentioned in can. 750, §2, coupled with the refusal to retract after having been admonished by the Ordinary; 


Therefore, after having weighed all of the proofs and the arguments with the help of two assessors (cf. can. 1720, 2º), with God alone before my eyes, I, by this my definitive sentence, consigned to writing, declare and pronounce, by reason of the lawful exercise of jurisdiction, and the quality and preponderance of the proofs extant in the acts of the case; and with moral certitude (cf. can. 1608, §1), that Patricia Fresen is guilty of having committed the canonical crimes of: 1) schism (cf. can. 751; and 1364, §1); 2) the pertinacious rejection of the doctrine mentioned in can. 750, §2, coupled with the refusal to retract after having been admonished by the Ordinary (cf. can. 1371, 1º); and 3) simulation of the administration of a Sacrament, apart from the case mentioned in can. 1378 (cf. can. 1379); and that Rose Hudson and Elsie McGrath are guilty of having committed the delicts of: 1) schism (cf. can. 751; and 1364, §1); and 2) the pertinacious rejection of the doctrine mentioned in can. 750, §2, coupled with the refusal to retract after having been admonished by the Ordinary (cf. can. 1371, 1º); and [following emphasis is the Archbishop’s- Michael]





Furthermore, I declare that the same delicts are fully imputable to the aforementioned guilty parties by reason of malice (cf. can. 1321, §§1-2), without exempting or mitigating circumstances (cf. can. 1323-1324), within the time limits established by the Code of Canon Law, concerning both criminal (cf. can. 1362, §§1-2) and penal (cf. can. 1363, §§1-2; and 1720, 3º) actions and, therefore, are fully punishable. 


Wherefore, by the commission of the most grave delict of schism, all three of the guilty parties have lost membership in, good standing in, and full communion with the Roman Catholic Church, which bond each and every baptized Catholic is obliged to maintain, in accord with the norm of cann. 95; 205; 209, §§1 and 2; and 212, §1, of the Code of Canon Law; 


Wherefore, in the most sincere hope and with the prayer that the application of the due canonical penalties will lead the guilty parties to seek the cure of their most grievous sins and canonical crimes, I declare and pronounce the following: 


1) Patricia Fresen, Rose Hudson and Elsie McGrath have incurred, latae sententiae, the censure of excommunication by reason of the crime of schism, as established by the Code of Canon Law (cf. can. 1331; and 1364, §1); 


2) Upon Patricia Fresen, Rose Hudson and Elsie McGrath is imposed a ferendae sententiae censure of interdict for having pertinaciously rejected a definitive truth of the Faith after having been admonished by the Ordinary (cf. can. 1371, 1º); 


3) Upon Patricia Fresen is imposed a ferendae sententiae censure of excommunication by reason of the crime of simulation of the administration of the Sacrament of Holy Orders (cf. can. 1379). 





In order to protect the members of the flock of Christ, placed in my pastoral care, who are in growing danger of being led astray from the One True Faith and Church of Christ, specifically by the usurpation of the name, Roman Catholic, by the guilty parties and by their acts of proselytism, I hereby decree and pronounce, effective immediately upon the publication of this Declaration, the revocation of any license or permission, extended to Patricia Fresen, Rose Hudson or Elsie McGrath to enter upon the grounds of any property of any parish or other institution of the Archdiocese of Saint Louis, until they have formally and publicly withdrawn from their contumacy (cf. can. 1336, §1, 2º; and 1347. §2); 


Wherefore, as excommunicates, all three of the guilty are forbidden to have any ministerial part whatsoever in the celebration of the Eucharistic Sacrifice, or any other sacred rite of the Church; to celebrate and receive any Sacraments, or to celebrate any Sacramentals; and to hold any ecclesiastical office or ministry or function, or posit any act of governance (cf. can. 1331, §1); 


Wherefore, the entire Archdiocese of Saint Louis is notified that no ordinary or extraordinary minister may lawfully administer Holy Communion to any of the guilty parties, without the same minister, ordinary or extraordinary, committing a most grave sin; 


Wherefore, every priest serving in the Archdiocese of Saint Louis is notified that Patricia Fresen, Rose Hudson, and Elsie McGrath may not receive absolution from their sins as long as they have not repented, publicly retracted their rejection of a truth of Faith, made amends for their commission of the delict of schism (cf. can. 987), and had the censure of excommunication lifted from them; 


Wherefore, unless the guilty parties have withdrawn from schism, according to the norm of Church law, they are barred from burial in blessed ground, and are deprived of a funeral in the Church (cf. can. 1184, §1, 1º); 


Wherefore, the three guilty parties are notified that, if they desire to file recourse against this Declaration, they are required, for validity, to submit a petition to the undersigned within ten useful days from the publication of this notice; 


Wherefore, the entirety of the Catholic faithful of the Archdiocese of Saint Louis are warned by the present Declaration that any of the Sacraments attempted to be celebrated by Patricia Fresen, Rose Hudson and Elsie McGrath are utterly null and void; and that any assistance or attendance at, and direct or indirect participation in their supposed sacramental rites or rites of prayer are strictly forbidden. 


So that all may know the present Declaration, I order its publication in the next edition of the St. Louis Review, which publication, in accord with my decree of particular legislation issued on the ninth day of November, in the Year of the Lord 2007, constitutes notification by edict of this Declaration of Excommunication. 


Issued and read at Saint Louis, on the twelfth day of March, in the Year of the Lord 2008. 


SEAL 


(Most Rev.) Raymond L. Burke Archbishop of Saint Louis 


(Rev. Msgr.) Henry J. Breier Notary 





Questions and Answers Regarding Excommunication of Those Involved in Attempted Ordinations 


Q. What is the most recent development? 


A. Archbishop Burke has declared Ms. Fresen, Ms. McGrath, and Ms. Hudson excommunicated. 


Q. What does it mean to be excommunicated? 


A. Excommunication is knowingly and willingly placing oneself outside the full communion of the Catholic Church. A person excommunicates himself/herself. When the archbishop declares an excommunication, its purpose is meant to be healing, and a call for the person to reconsider the action and reconcile with the Catholic Church. 


Q. Were they given any warning by the archbishop, and, if so, what kind of warning? 


A. The archbishop wrote each party asking them to refrain from the attempted female ordination, and invited each three times to meet with him to be reconciled. 


Q. What is the Church's stand on female ordination? 


A. In the apostolic letter Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, Pope John Paul II reaffirmed that the Catholic Church has no authority to confer priestly ordination on women. This teaching is to be held definitively by all the faithful as belonging to the deposit of faith. For more information, � HYPERLINK "http://www.archstl.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=173&Itemid=150" \t "_blank" �click here�. 


Q. Why is the archbishop declaring excommunication of Ms. Fresen when she is in Germany?


A. Ms. Fresen is being excommunicated because she committed her offense here in the Archdiocese of St. Louis and her actions have brought scandal and harm to the faithful of the Archdiocese of St. Louis. 


Q. Why does the Church need to declare the excommunication of Ms. Fresen if, as she says, "her sect is outside the hierarchy of the One True Church."? 


A. She still proclaims herself Catholic and professes that she validity celebrates the Eucharist even though her beliefs are contrary to the Catholic Church. Her actions and statements could lead others astray, so the need was seen to proclaim publicly that her views are contrary to the Catholic beliefs, and thus she is outside the communion of the faith. 


Q. Can Roman Catholics attend a service led by the women? 


A. Any attendance at or direct participation in their supposed sacred rites is strictly forbidden. 


Q. How can priests, deacons, and Eucharistic ministers refuse them Holy Communion if they do not know what the women look like? 


A. The only people who come to Communion who would be refused communion would be those who are known to be outside the communion of the faith. A minister should not refuse communion unless they are sure that this person has been excommunicated. 


Q. Is excommunication final, or can the women come back to the Church? 


A. They must publicly repent and make amends for the offense that they committed and unite themselves once again with the doctrine and practice of the Catholic Church. 


© � HYPERLINK "http://www.archstl.org/" \t "_blank" �Archdiocese of St. Louis�





XXVII A. Vatican Reaffirms: Women's Ordination Invalid Decree Says Offense Incurs Automatic Excommunication�VATICAN CITY, MAY 30, 2008 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.zenit.org" \t "_blank" �Zenit.org�) 


The Vatican's doctrinal congregation has decisively decreed that the ordination of women is invalid. The general decree "On the Delict of Attempted Sacred Ordination of a Woman" was published today on the front page of L'Osservatore Romano, the Vatican newspaper. It states that the decree "comes into force immediately." The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith states in the brief text that it is acting to protect "the nature and validity of the sacrament of holy orders." 


The texts affirms that "he who shall have attempted to confer holy orders on a woman, as well as the woman who may have attempted to receive Holy Orders, incurs in a 'latae sententiae' excommunication," that is, an automatic excommunication. The decree is signed by the dicastery's prefect, Cardinal William Levada, and the secretary of the Vatican congregation, Archbishop Angelo Amato.


In an interview with Vatican Radio, Archbishop Amato said the reason for the text is the existence of instances of so-called ordinations of women in some regions of the world. In addition, it constitutes "an instrument of help for bishops, in order to ensure a uniform answer in the whole Church." He added that the decree underlines that the ordination of a woman to the priesthood is invalid or null, and that "only baptized men can by ordained validly." The Church reaffirms this exclusivity for a "unique fundamental reason," the archbishop explained. "The Church does not feel authorized to change the will of its founder, Jesus Christ." �The decree, which also mentions the same penalty applies to the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, said that "The ancient Eastern Churches and the Orthodox Churches observe the same discipline of the Catholic Church."


In regard to the automatic excommunication, the prelate clarified that the excommunicated person is barred "from taking part in any way as minister in the celebration of the sacrifice of the Eucharist or in any other ceremony of public worship," from "celebrating sacraments or sacramentals and from receiving the sacraments," as well as from "exercising functions in offices or ministries or ecclesiastical endeavors no matter what they are" or from "acts of governance." He added that the "excommunication is a medicinal punishment," as "it calls to repentance, conversion and reparation for the sin." 


Excommunication "is lifted when the persons concerned show sincere repentance and commit themselves to follow the correct doctrine and discipline of the Church," concluded archbishop Amato.�In 1994 Pope John Paul II issued the apostolic letter "On Reserving Priestly Ordination to Men Alone," in which he stated that the priesthood "has in the Catholic Church from the beginning always been reserved to men alone. This tradition has also been faithfully maintained by the Oriental Churches."�He added, "I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church's faithful."


Also: Excommunication to anyone who try to promote woman priesthood May. 30, 2008 (CWNEWS) 





Vatican Decree on the "Ordination" of Women


VATICAN CITY, MAY 30, 2008 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.zenit.org" \t "_blank" �Zenit.org�) 


Here is the general decree of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith on the automatic excommunication for the attempted ordination of women, published in today's print edition of L'Osservatore Romano. 


On the Delict of Attempted Sacred Ordination of a Woman�The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in virtue of the special faculty granted to it by the Supreme Authority of the Church (cf. � HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/__P5.HTM" \t "_blank" �Can. 30, Code of Canon Law�), in order to safeguard the nature and validity of the sacrament of Holy Orders, decreed, in the Ordinary Session of December 19, 2007:�In accordance with what is disposed by � HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/__P54.HTM" \t "_blank" �Can. 1378 of the Code of Canon Law�, he who shall have attempted to confer holy orders on a woman, as well as the woman who may have attempted to receive Holy Orders, incurs in a latae sententiae excommunication, reserved to the Apostolic See.�If he who shall have attempted to confer Holy Orders on a woman or if the woman who shall have attempted to received Holy Orders is a faithful bound to the Code of Canons of the Oriental Churches, he is to be punished with the major excommunication, whose remission remains reserved to the Apostolic See, in accordance with � HYPERLINK "http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG1199/_P143.HTM" \t "_blank" �can. 1443 of the same Code� (cf. � HYPERLINK "http://www.intratext.com/IXT/ENG1199/_P13J.HTM" \t "_blank" �can. 1423, Code of Canons of the Oriental Churches�).�The present decree enters in force immediately after its publication in L'Osservatore Romano.�William Cardinal Levada Prefect


Angelo Amato, s.d.b. Titular Archbishop of Sila Secretary 





XXVII B. Automatic excommunication for women priests May 30, 2008 http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=7419


Women who are ordained as priests will now incur automatic excommunication according to a new decree published by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Adelaide Now reports the decree was published in the Vatican news -paper L'Osservatore Romano, giving it immediate effect. A Vatican spokesman said the decree made the Church's existing ban on women priests more explicit by clarifying that excommunication would follow all such ordinations. 


Fr Tom Reese, a senior fellow at the Woodstock Theological Centre at Georgetown University, told reporters he thought the decree was meant to send a warning to the growing number of Catholics who favour admitting women to the priesthood. "I think the reason they're doing this is that they've realised there is more and more support among Catholics for ordaining women, and they want to make clear that this is a no-no," Fr Reese said. 


Excommunication is usually "ferendae sententiae", imposed as punishment. 


But some offences, including heresy, schism, and laying violent hands on the Pope, are considered so disruptive of ecclesiastical life that they trigger automatic excommunication, or "latae sententiae." 


The decree says that women priests and the bishops who ordain them would be excommunicated "latae sententiae." 


AGI News translates the text of the decree as follows: 


"The Congregation for Religious Doctrine, to protect the nature and validity of the sacrament of the holy order, in virtue of the special faculty to be consecrated by the supreme authority decrees that both the one trying to consecrate a woman in the holy order, and the woman who has tried to receive the holy order, will be excommunicated 'latae sententiae', reserved to the Apostolic See." 


The text continues that "if he who has tried to consecrate a woman in the holy order or if the woman who has tried to receive the holy order is a faithful subject of the Code of the Rules of the Oriental Churches, he or she will be punished by excommunication, pardon can only be given by the Apostolic See." The decree specifies the former Holy See, "will come into immediate force from the moment of publication in the L'Osservatore Romano'". 


I HAVE REPRODUCED HERE 49 COMMENTS OF CATHNEWS READERS BOTH FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS AND AGAINST IT, STANDING ON BIBLICAL REVELATION AND CHURCH TEACHING:


1. Thank you Vatican Council II for the religious liberty you proclaimed and the "primacy of conscience" over The Faith you extolled. Look at the mess your liberalism and tolerance has provoked. This is where the disobedience lies - not among traditional Catholics who obey the magisterial teachings of The Church but amongst the neomodernisers and liberals whose motives are political. Posted By: HMacK


2. I seem to recall Mother Mary McKillop was also excommunicated by the Vatican. So I wouldn't worry too much; it's obviously no barrier to beatification. Maybe even an important pre-requisite! Posted By: Conor Bradley


3. What an unbelievably medieval stance to take. Is the Pope hell bent on disaffecting legions more of the faithful? 


Gender surely is not an issue for God, but the fragile male ego cannot apparently relinquish POWER which is the real issue here. Very sad. Posted By: Robyn King


4. The headline and first line should read "Women who simulate an ordination ceremony" or "women who pretend to be ordained" (and a bishop who pretends to ordain them). It is physically impossible for there ever to be such a thing as a priestess in Judaism or in Christianity. It's amazing that some people continue in denial of this simple fact. �There is no "ban" on "women priests". It is simply an impossibility. To say there is a "ban" is as silly as saying that the Church has an "existing ban on men nuns and men mothers". Posted By: Ronk


5. It is good to see that the Vatican is running scared of women! What is excommunication? It wouldn't worry me to be excommunicated now as I am so disgusted with the institutional church. I know God would not excommunicate us and that is all that matters. It is time we began to rebel against Rome for all the piffling rubbish they go on with. Apparently they have nothing better to do. Have you ever seen the Vatican offering financial help to countries in crisis? Do they ever give us ways of bettering our spirituality? All I ever hear is their condemnation of good bishops and the wonderful work they are trying to do in bringing the institutional church into the 21st century. They spend too much time listening to "pimps" (little boy priests who have not moved with the time and who are destroying the faith of good people by reporting to Rome so modern changes like the 3rd rite are condemned; they are running to "mummy" with their tales because they are challenged by change). Anything good that came out of Vatican II has been cancelled because the little puppets in Rome feel they are losing control. The fact that this rite did wonders for our Catholics did not come into consideration. Rome is a disgrace Posted By: Pamela McSweeney PBVM


6. What are they so terrified of? Anyone who witnessed the recent ordination of the Anglican woman Bishop in Perth could only have been impressed not only by her gentleness but by her experiences as a wife and mother. At least she knows what real life is about and will be able to relate to people in a far more meaningful way than most members of the Congregation for the Doctrine for the Faith. When will they come out of the dark ages and see that the world has changed, even if they can't. Posted By: Margaret Knowlden


7. Holy Cow!!!! Where does it explicitly say in the bible or anywhere else for that matter, that women cannot be ordained. It is ONLY in the MINDSET of some of the Catholic male hierarchy that the obstacles exist. For all our sakes let us move into the 21st century. Ora pro nobis. Posted By: Peg Saunders


8. It is ridiculous that matters of internal Church discipline which have nothing to do with faith in God or moral living receive this type of treatment. Do torturers get "latae sententiae"? If they don't, it shows that the Catholic Church considers the "women priests" issue worse than torture. If they do, it puts both actions on a par. I just wish the Church would put as much effort into proclaiming and living the message of Jesus as it does into all this nonsense so foreign to the Gospel. Posted By: Susan Connelly RSJ


9. What an over reaction! Is the Holy See trying to promote women's ordination? If, as they hold, a woman is incapable of being ordained, then this tends to show a fear that they are wrong in this, as Scripture, Tradition and theology clearly show! Posted By: Tony Le Clerc


10. Excommunication should not come as any shock/horror. The matter was settled by Pope John Paul II explicitly.�Why cannot the 'dialogue' as a form of passive aggression be recognised for what it really is, i.e., an ongoing agenda attempt to subvert Catholic teaching on the priesthood? Posted By: Michael Webb


11. I rarely post comments, but for the Church to make this action automatic expulsion from the community of the faithful is a disgrace. Considering the various crimes and scandals the Church could act on, it chooses this. It is simply a power play and will do the community no lasting good. Posted By: Eric 


12. The point of the excommunication is make it clear for those whose eyes are blinded by whatever "...ism" they choose to follow, that the Church clearly teaches that women priests are impossible. If this is not acceptable, no-one is forcing anyone to be a Catholic. Every institution or social group has rules. Life could not possibly be lived with any order otherwise. If you cannot accept the rules of the Church, the mature thing is to opt out and not petulantly break the rules or encourage others to do so and expect no reprimand. I would suggest that it is highly inappropriate for religious or clergy (as Church leaders) to speak in favour of the ordination of women in the public forum. 


It only leads to "false hopes" and pain, and as we can see, in some cases, to the Church's reluctant necessity to use of its power to excommunicate. Posted By: Fr Robert Cross


13. Yes Susan, pretending to ordain a so-called "woman priest" is far worse than torture. Torture injures a human body. Pretending to ordain a so-called "woman priest" is torturing the Divine Body of Christ. Posted By: Ronk


14. Dear sister Pamela McSweeney, why do not you convert to Protestantism, you would be happier and we also. Please let us be more serious Posted By: David Gonzalez 


15. You should try reading and understanding the Bible, it is clear on this issue. If you want to attend a "church" that has women as pastors go do it. But just because you want something doesn't mean the church should go against what Scripture and God has ordained because YOU think it is right. I am sure there are many people who want adultery to be okay and open homosexuals as ministers and divorce to be no big deal because they think it is okay. The Church has a responsibility to follow God's Word and uphold the truth, no matter how many people think otherwise. Posted By: Brian


16. Seems to me that the leaders of our Church are slamming the door on the problem of shortage of clergy. What happened to debate? Do they really think that the present numbers of priests can cope with priestly duties in all our parishes? I feel that Marital Status and Gender should not stand in the way of people becoming priests. Of course married priests and women will have a harder job in coping with priestly duties, but if they are willing to give it ago, the Church should give them a go. Posted By: Hal Keegel


17. I am surprised at the harshness of this communication. As a newly confirmed adult Roman Catholic it dismays me to see this kind of rigidity in the Church. I was brought to an understanding of the Catholic faith through a woman priest who was Anglican. For a church that is crying out for new vocations and which overworks its existing priests to make do, I am really surprised. I see no reason that a woman cannot be a priest. In fact, many are more able to do the pastoral side of priestly function. Our Protestant brothers and sisters have shown how well women function as priests and ministers. Posted By: Pam


18. Cardinal Law protected paedophiles and the Church gave him a promotion to Rome. Let a woman try to fulfil her calling and she is excommunicated. Roman Catholic women should refuse to make any more Catholic babies and we would see how fast that edict would change! Posted By: Pam


19. This decree should include also all those who promote this heretical stance. All priests, religious as well as those teaching in schools and all higher Catholic learning institutions have the moral obligation to teach and defend our Faith, and never to promote a deliberate destruction of it. This stubborn stand - that a woman can be a priestess - by those both within the Catholic clergy, hierarchy, religious orders and prestigious positions within Church organisations has continued unabated and relentlessly for over 20 years in Australia both in an open and in an underhand manner. Many laity have been won over by the statement that it is 'just' that a woman be ordained. Those women who have opposed this, in fact anyone whether clergy religious or laity who have dared to speak out to the contrary, have been dismissed as either ignorant or trouble makers. The laity, especially, have had the idea of the acceptance of priestesses forced on us for over 30 years. Now is the time to promote the priesthood, as Christ instituted it. Let us start with the washing of men's feet, only, on Holy Thursday night. Posted By: Janina Mousley


20. In just over an hour from now I'll be performing a Catholic marriage service. As always I'll be stressing that men and women were created equal before God and hopefully before man. I'm at a loss to know what theological or scriptural basis there is for the ban on women’s' ordination. Posted By: Bill Brady


21. Why are there so many negative comments about this? Does no one respect the church and its ancient traditions? Unlike most things these days, Church Law is not up for argument! And I thank God for that. Posted By: S. Francis


22. Your recall is faulty, Conor. Blessed Mary MacKillop was excommunicated by the Bishop of Adelaide. She then appealed to the Vatican which overruled him. Far from being a pre-requisite, as far as I am aware nobody has ever been beatified after having been excommunicated by the Vatican. �Several commenters here don't seem to realise that excommunication is a medicinal remedy intended to make the sinner come to his senses and return to the faith. Nothing to do with any imagined "power play" or "running scared" (It seems some people have been reading too much Dan Brown and Geoff Robinson.) �Pamela, you ask "What is excommunication?" Maybe you should have found out before telling us the Church has got it wrong. While you're at it you could try reading one the Pope's innumerable books or any of the other many "ways of bettering our spirituality" which Rome has produced, whose existence you were unaware of. (Like its innumerable charitable works.)�You say "It wouldn't worry me to be excommunicated now as I am so disgusted with the institutional church. I know God would not excommunicate us and that is all that matters. It is time we began to rebel against Rome". In that case why do you insert the letters PBVM after your name, presumably to demand that we respect your status as a nun in the institutional Church? (I presume this means you are a nun - I apologise and please correct me if I'm wrong - although you didn't call yourself "Sister" and I'm pretty certain there has never been a Saint Pamela.)�But if you're planning to quit the Church I urge you to at least first find out what you're quitting. Read the Vatican II documents for a start. The pretence of supposed "women-priests" did not "come out of Vatican II" as you seem to think. Posted By: Ronk


23. In terms of the scriptural ban on ordination of women, I think that we need to first ask ourselves, and convince ourselves what the scriptural basis behind the priesthood itself is - the reality is that it is pretty sketchy at best (I would think that the scriptural basis behind deacons is a lot stronger). 


In other words, what is the theology behind the ordination of priests ceremony as we know it? (Apart from the fleeting reference in Timothy re: laying of the hands). There is no evidence whatsoever that Jesus himself instituted the rite of ordination, or indeed ordained anyone. We have to ask ourselves, if we support the ordination of women, on the basis that there is no scriptural evidence against it, that we believe that there IS scriptural evidence for the Christ instituted ordination ceremony? Is the support for women's ordination based on the fact that there is an objective under representation of women insofar as authority goes in the Church, or is it the case that people think that there is scriptural basis that the three sacraments which are the sole domain of priests, namely Eucharist, Reconciliation and Last Rites can also be performed by women? I think that before people launch into arguments in support of the ordination of women, everyone should get it clear in their own minds what is the priesthood itself and question themselves whether Christ ordained anyone (male or female). Posted By: Neil


24. Ronk, you're spot on with your comments. People, there are too many of you out there who form your opinions based on tabloid magazines, hear-says, politically correct mumbo jumbos. You should seriously study, contemplate and give a slightest attempt to understand the reason, instead jumping to a conclusion that the church and the Vatican is rotten. And as someone said in the posts, if you don't like it, just leave it! For e.g., if you are vegetarian, don't complain or sue a restaurant for selling meat! Just go to a vegetarian restaurant! If you are in USA, you follow its laws and traditions. If you are UK, Australia, Thailand, Japan, Somalia, or whatever the country, you can't break their particular law and quote "But in other countries...!" In other words, don't try to change what is good to suit your own arguments and desires...especially all the women who advocate women priests are all married, with kids, and don't have a slightest intention of ever becoming a priest. This is just another case of politically correct feminism, nothing more. Back in the days, individuals suffered for the good of the society. These days, the society is expected to suffer for the individuals. We've lost too much already through this. What's next? You can't call woman a woman and a female a female because those words were formed on top of man and male? Posted By: Joey


25. Pamela. According to your post, it is "the time to rebel against Rome". Presuming you succeed, what happens after that then? Say people rebel against Rome, the Vatican, the Roman Catholic Church, win the battle, overthrow the Cardinals, the Bishops and the Pope...what will you do then? Could you say what remains of it, or how you rebuild it is still the Catholic Church? Does United States call themselves "The New Britain"? Do they identify themselves as British? What you are asking for here is the death of the Catholic Church. Rebel all you want. I sure won't join you as I dare not stand in front of God after I die with the blood of the Catholic Church staining my hands.�Your problem and argument is petty and no better than pot smokers proposing that marijuana be made legal in Australia because it is in Canada and Netherlands. Posted By: Joey


26. For those who believe that the church has, since earliest times, ordained only men, there is archaeological evidence in catacomb frescoes and funerary monuments that women were ordained deacons, priests and bishops as late as the ninth century. This evidence is accepted by scholarly archaeologists as reliable and respectable. Posted By: Josephine Gregory


27. Just where is God in all this? In the 80s and 90s we were asked to pray for more vocations (ie. priests) in the church. Next there was an unprecedented number of women and married men who sincerely felt they were called to the priesthood.  I was awed by the creative manner in which God answered the prayers of the church and its people. But now it seems that God should toe the dogmatic line, and only some answers are acceptable! �If we truly believe in God, then it seems to me we should be willing to accept that which God sends us. I feel deeply disillusioned that our supposed leaders cannot walk the talk. Posted By: beth rees


28. So much anger in some of the feedback over this issue. I wonder what goes on in the minds of the feminist (usually "religious") women when they attend Mass. Do they, like a "consecrated virgin" I was speaking to in London years ago, feel angry at the exclusive language, and the fact that they are not up there centre stage? Instead of that, I, a woman and happy to be one, am filled with the wonder of what is happening on the altar. I hear not the language, but the truth that God indeed loved the world so much, that He gave us His only Son. Leave your anger, dear ladies. You do yourselves and others harm. Posted By: Ro Ro


29. Will it solve the problem? I am stunned about all the experts in this matter! Surely, this stance taken by Church authorities illustrates clearly the fear of those who make the rules! Two questions: Did Jesus lay down in writing a blueprint of the type of Church we have today? And secondly which organisation or corporation of the Twenty-First Century does not have women in their top Management? (A situation unthinkable some fifty years ago!) The modern interpretation and exegesis of what Jesus meant is one of the duties of our teachers which appears sadly lacking! Posted By: Peter Meury


30. Each and every one of us has a role and a vocation that we are called to. It is important that we heed God's call and obey his will. If God wanted women to enter the priesthood, he would not have chosen all 12 of his apostles to be men. That being said, women have a very important role in the Church - after all the Blessed Virgin Mary was chosen to bear the Son of God. She is humankind's only boast for she is immaculately conceived and without sin. �Anyone who knows and understands Catholicism knows and understands the love, respect and honour the Blessed Virgin Mother receives. So, how can we Catholics be accused of oppressing and sidelining women? Pray that God will grant you a spirit of obedience. For everything that you have--your life, your soul, your time, and all your possessions belongs to him. Live your life for His greater glory and not your own. Posted By: T. Dang


31. It is NOT Rome's job to "respond with the time" as some writers have expressed. It is Rome's job to safeguard the truth, teachings, doctrines and traditions that have been handed down to us by Jesus Christ our Lord, God, and Saviour. 


Look at the state of the U.S. culture for a great example how "changing with the time" has affected our country's morals. God is truth. God does not change with time, therefore, truth can not change with time. T. Dang


32. Is priesthood about management? Is it about power? Yes. Should it be? No. �By all means let's share power and responsibility evenly between men and women. But don't let's entrench clericalism by making ordination to holy orders the means of achieving "equality". Posted By: DD


33. Thank you Ro Ro and other female writers who know or strive to understand the truth. I feel a deep pity for those who have their anger and hatred consume their commonsense and integrity for all they're worth.�The three vows all ordained clergy take in Catholicism are vows of poverty, chastity and obedience.�The key here is obedience people. We've had the politically correct "You can achieve anything if you set your mind to it" "There are no such thing as wrong answers", etc, drummed into our heads for too long. Too many of us, without having done anything to deserve any authority or claim, claim that "we" know the best, and "we" hold the key, and "our" thoughts are the truth. That is not obedience, people. As a young Catholic, I have areas that I think should change. BUT!!! BUT!!! having said that, I trust that the Pope, who has lived 4 times as longer than I have, and who was elected by among other equally elder Cardinals, not self-appointed tells me his thoughts must encompass the vision of the church in mind.�For me, all I can think of is the church life for youth. For you feminist female priest lobbyists out there, that's all you can think about...female rights. But as I always say, this is man who took on the biggest job on this planet at the age of 79...well beyond the retiring age for the average people. He is surrounded by similar brilliant minds who have seen many more daylights than we have.�And to this, I let go of my own desires and ambitions to trust that their decisions will be so much better than mine, with the good of the church in their minds. Yes. The church must exist to serve the people. But the people must exist to serve the church. We can't just expect service, like some dole-bludgers on a welfare, and keep complaining and wanting the church to change to meet our tailor suited needs. Obedience and sacrifice, people. Jesus, in whom we all believe in, didn't tell his Father, "Father, well...you know I love you and I'll follow your will...but this death thing sux. I refuse to die!"�For those who have children, how do you feel when your 7 year old argues he/she knows more about the world than you do? Our thoughts are that limited and narrow visioned and selfish. Do not be so arrogant, audacious and misguided into thinking that what you feel and need "MUST" be addressed in order for the church to be a "True" church again.�If it did bend to your every request, it will not be a church would it? It will be no more than some grovelling slave to serve what you please. Is this the vision of the church you seek to create? Where you become its Gods?�Obedience...it's simple as that...as tall as your petty pride may stand. Posted By: Joey


34. Thank you beth rees! You present evidence that the Rome will surely ignore - sadly. Unfortunately, all this controversy is exactly why I'm not a catholic! I choose to follow the authority of scripture itself, not a church controlled by a group of men who think they have the divine authority to dispense it as they see fit. They can be wrong and indeed have been wrong down through history. Their views have changed through the years as they have been brave enough to re-read scripture and realise they have been wrong. It took great men like Luther and Wesley to awake Christians to the fact that they have been greatly misled by those in authority in Rome. But Surprise! Surprise! Scripture has never changed. God's word never changed. He Himself emphasised that. Where, I ask all those "obedient" Catholics, does scripture forbid women from becoming priests? And let's not cite Paul in this. He would rather you didn't marry at all, although he was once married (Yes, read your scripture!!) My message is Obey God and His Word ONLY! Posted By: Robert D


35. I have done much research on this subject and I am yet to come up with a compelling argument as to why women cannot be ordained. It is true that Jesus only selected men to be his Apostles; however I find that it’s a logical fallacy to assume that this means only men can be priests. It’s likely that it was a smart move on Jesus’ behalf as, two thousand years ago, men were more likely to be respected (particularly in religious circles). �Certainly tradition is one of the great things that defines our Church, but is holding onto tradition for the sake of tradition a good idea (particularly when logic is apparently not taken into account)? Indeed, it is rigid adherence to such tradition that is pushing the youth of today further away from the Church. �There are also people saying “Well if you don’t like it, leave it!” While the Church was founded by God, it is currently run by humans (who may have inspiration and guidance by the Holy Spirit, but regular people nonetheless). It is a Church with rules and regulations that are constantly changing and evolving along with humans and society. It is therefore not only ridiculous but hypocritical to say that the Church should not and cannot change – as on numerous occasions the Church has undergone revisions of its own rules.�Finally, at Ronk, I’m sure any educator will tell you that the best way to teach a lesson (or to use your metaphor, administer “medicine”) is not to simply punish someone for breaking the rules. Sure, fear of excommunication may be an effective deterrent that in no means makes it the best. For God would certainly want us to adhere to his rules out of love, rather than fear. Posted By: Tim H


36. To answer your questions, Peter:�1. Not in writing, He taught it to His Apostles orally.�2. Thank God, He did not tell them to model His Church on the organisations and corporations of the 21st or any other century. Posted By: Ronk


37. The rule is infallibly decreed in Ordinatio Sacerdotalis and it is a position supported by Holy Scripture, The Sacred Tradition of The Church and its historical norms - an all male priesthood. The fear and the anger belong with those who cannot accept the discipline of the rule. It is the hallmark of the secular postmodernist era. Very few like to obey rules as they think that they have a "right" to everything in life and a "right" to behave as they think fit. This has gone as far as men who now believe they have a "right" to become women and vice versa because medical science makes it possible. Once disobedience to Almighty God's Will sets in then one is never very far from idolatry of self and self-will. How abundantly this is illustrated in society at large and in some of the comments here. Almighty God has the right to our obedience and this is amply expressed by The Church His Only Son, Our Blessed Lord established with the sole authority to do just that. Whether you like it or not there can never be women priests. Amen. HMacK


38. When Lumen Gentium (32) says "There is, therefore, in Christ and in the Church no inequality on the basis of race or nationality, social condition or sex, because "there is neither Jew nor Greek: there is neither bond nor free: there is neither male nor female. For you are all 'one' in Christ Jesus", what is it actually saying? If the Church is the sacrament of Christ, in what way is the dogmatic insistence on a patriarchal tradition an effective sign of Christ's presence and grace? I simply don't understand it and my patience is wearing thin. Decades of loyalty to the Church as a sign of Christ's presence despite the human flaws are rewarded with reactionary negativity of the kind we've just seen from the CDF. I used to be proud to say I was a Catholic; now I feel uncomfortable. Thank God there are still saintly workers out there in the field, people who go about the Lord's work, largely unconcerned by what the Vatican bureaucracy says and does. Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love, because there doesn't seem to be much sign of it in the CDF. Posted By: Poppenhauer


39. I must be getting old, I feel that I am sick and tired of the thick-headed people who state their viewpoint on Church teaching as if they have been given divine insight and can dogmatically state what God wants. Jesus told us quite clearly who is the head of the Church on earth - the Pope, not some priest here or some nun there. Read the Church documents, study the lives of the saints. All feminists fail to understand the greatest woman of all time - Our Lady, the Blessed mother of God. What was her motto: "I am the handmaid of the Lord ..." Why do they keep ignoring how she lived, if anyone deserved to be a priest it is Our Lady, but she isn't, she did not want to be. She brought Christ into the world and she keeps doing that. People may be entitled to their opinions but please speak with some knowledge of what you are condemning. Do you really think the Church leaders are fools and have no understanding of scripture and tradition? You insult the Pope and you insult all good Catholics, who love their Church and like Mary follow its wisdom. Posted By: Mark


40. The Catholic Church is not a monopoly. Those that disagree with her teachings are free to leave and go to another denomination. That goes for 'converts' that want to be married priests also. The Church has a position as married deacons for those that truly convert. Posted By: d meadows


41. It has always astounded me that people call them selves Catholic but do not follow the laws of the Catholic faith. If you belonged to a secular organisation and said "I belong but I'm not going to obey the rules" you would soon be kicked out. Surely it is the same for our Catholic faith. Time we took a stand on these issues. Good on the Vatican! Posted By: Nola


42. I find more than enough ways by my feminine uniqueness to serve God through the church without the encumbrance of an option to serve thru the ordained priesthood. Men and women have special talents which enable them to perform specific gender roles which complement one to another Posted By: joan graham


43. Jesus, the Son of God became Man (not woman). Jesus chose 12 men (not women) to be His Apostles and gave Peter, and thus the Church, the power to loose and bind. God did not denigrate women when He chose men to be His first priests. He raised the status of women when He chose to send His son to Earth through a woman- Mary. Why do we mortals want to understand the "mind" of God? Or even think that He changes to suit our wants - that He is made in our likeness?? We may not know the "Mind" of God but He definitely knows us and I thank Him for building His Church on the firm Apostolic foundations that led to the Magisterium which has kept, and continues to keep, the Deposit of Faith true over the centuries. Modernism will go down as one of the great heresies and I wish the Modernists would just leave the Church, as the former protesters did, if they don't like it and form their own Church where they can have all the priestesses that they wish. Posted By: Maureen


44. So many issues that the Catholic Church cannot contend with, women’s' ordination is merely the tip of an iceberg. Christ was in and of his times, we can surely all agree. Suggesting that we do not need to be 'Christ' to our times is appalling. That mother church does not accept its many errors and 'spins' must surely lose many 'faithful'. Remember responsibility for your salvation is your responsibility, not that of mother church, with Rome to-day you are as alone as Christ on the cross. Posted By: bill adkins


45. Sorry Bill Adkins, I surely do NOT agree that "Christ was in and of His times". As St Paul said, "Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever". And as He Himself said, "Before Abraham ever was, I AM." �He is NOT sitting up in Heaven slapping Himself in the forehead saying, "Dammit! I forgot to ordain any women! I let myself be led astray by those sexist men of my time and culture! If only I'd been as wise as some of the Australian website commenters of the 21st century who are intelligent enough to tell St Peter and all the other Popes I installed that they got it totally wrong!" No. Women cannot be priests in Christ's Church just as men cannot bear children. It is not a "ban" or a "policy", it's an impossibility. It's obvious that even the commenters here vilifying and damning the Popes and bishops, refer always to supposed "women priests", not "priestesses". They unwittingly declare by their very language that deep down they know that a priestess is only possible in paganism and that a woman can be a Christian priest only by "becoming a man" as if this were possible. �Tim H, you think that excommunication is the wrong discipline to use in this case? So if you were Pope, how would YOU make these people come to their senses, when they have chosen to blatantly ignore and thumb their noses at every other instruction, warning, teaching, admonition and explanation? Posted By: Ronk


46. Bill Adkins. To say Christ was in and of his time, is like saying truth is subjected to change with time and context. This is a similar belief that has thrown this society into the current chaos of abortion, rampant promiscuity, divorce, depression, spiritual deprivation. There are core truths of humanity that will and can never change. Jesus stood for this truth. It doesn't matter whether we live in 21st century, or those who live in 400th century. Ignoring or morphing these truths to suit ourselves will only drive us to our own peril.�Also, do the general public out there who say "Who are these men (the Catholic clergy) to interpret the Bible as they seem fit and use it for their power"...who are you then to say "Jesus said this? ..God wants this?" Who are you? What have you done for the humanity? What have you done to live your life apart from fending for yourself, your close family and friends? Even if you have done so, I am sure you did not make the sacrifice and the commitments these priests and nuns made to live their life in poverty, chastity and obedience. This is a sacrifice no one wants to take, yet, when they rightfully exercise their authority gained through this sacrifice, us common people who delight in flourishing common easy life love to want to feel that we know more than them, don't we? �Also, Robert D. You said your message was to obey God and God's word only?�Now...what kind of faith...what good does your faith do to anyone when you have it for your own? All non-Catholic Christians, particularly the more recent Pentecostals and Evangelicals pride themselves in the literal interpretation of the Bible. But freak me dead! Note the word interpretation! It is humanly impossible to "NOT" interpret all that we read and perceive. The only difference between the Catholics and the non-Catholics are...Catholics have the school of Cardinals, Pope, Bishops and other clergy who together interpret the Bible. Therefore, no one man's idea can be purely presented.�This is not the case with non-Catholic Christians. Whatever the pastor says...it is the truth. You say you don't believe in Pope. To all non-Catholic Churches, their pastor is the pope. His/her word the gold. Ain't that ironic?�And how would you ever defend the pastor of Hillsong Brian Houston saying things like "Jesus came to embrace the poor, not poverty" and "You can do more if you have more" when asked about Hillsong's mega wealthy status and its prosperitarian stance (this absurd belief that faith in God will lead to prosperity, success and wealth)?�How wrong of interpretation of the Bible, a few verses that say "You will prosper" is that? And how dare can you say that the Catholic clergy interpret it as they please for their own agenda? If it were so, Jesus would've been born a super rich king, with power and might to save the world from evil...not in some mangy manger next to animals.�You non-Catholic Christians, with your thought, theology and philosophy that was only born with Billy Graham in the 60s have some serious maturing to do.�(Having said that, I still respect the Anglicans, more traditional Protestants, who genuinely formed out of the truly dark time in the Catholic Church.) Posted By: Joey


47. There are lots of things wrong with women being fixated on becoming priests. One factor, that troubles me, is some women's belief that serving as an ordained priest is the pinnacle of public service to the Church. Many amazing people in the history of the Catholic Church, were never priests. St Francis of Assisi, Saint Catherine of Sienna, Mother Teresa... I really wonder why some women are so fixated on the priesthood. In a perverse way, they are chasing the very 'power' they perceive as being paternal and unequally shared. Too many women, I believe, use this chase as an excuse to not simply get on with serving the Lord with all of their heart, soul and mind. Another point, is the bitterness expressed here towards the Bishops and Church. We must have an element of trust of our leaders, or we should count our losses and leave. It ain't perfect, but the Catholic Church contains many good things, and many good people, including Bishops. I believe our Bishops have to stand firm on issues that will bring great division... Australians, historically hate authority figures, and it doesn't surprise me that people 'spit chips' when the Vatican pronounces anything. To Catholic women, seeking ordination I say, "Seek first the Kingdom of God, and all these things will be added unto you." Posted By: Cathy R.


48. Why do women want to take the role of men?? The women have also a role to play in the Church's work of the Apostolate but certainly not "Priesthood" so I don't understand this heresy of "woman priest!!!" Pope John Paul ll expounded thoroughly in His letter -"Why priesthood is only reserved for men" -about this controversial issue without diminishing the importance of the women's role in the Church. So enough was heard, The Church has ruled and as Catholics we must be obedient. Posted By: Berna Samia


49. "...now I feel uncomfortable", yes because you are inclining towards rebellion against The Church and this is a tendency toward division which Holy Scripture says is of Satan. Just obey the rule and then learn the mystery of freedom under the law. Women have a highly dignified role given them, so do men. There is equality in the Holy Ghost but there is not equality in their respective roles, which are infallibly defined by The Church in regard to the priesthood. No-one has a right to be a priest - it is a vocation, a call of The Lord who does not summon women to be priests but men. Only those who cannot obey this feel uncomfortable. The Scripture you quote you give a false interpretation. This is why feministic women have made the priesthood a political issue and an illusory benchmark of equality. This is an erroneous perspective on measuring equality. Posted By: HMacK


IT SEEMS THAT THREE IN FIVE POSTINGS ARE AGAINST THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS











XXVIII A. Church in Boston: Women-Priest Group Not Catholic


BOSTON, JULY 20, 2008 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.zenit.org" \t "_blank" �Zenit.org�) The Archdiocese of Boston has reiterated the teaching of the Church on women and the priesthood after a group "ordained" three women priests. The organization calling itself "Roman Catholic Womenpriests" held a conference in Boston over the weekend at a Presbyterian church. They had an ordination ceremony today with three women.


"Roman Catholic Womenpriests is not an entity of the Roman Catholic Church," the archdiocese stated.


"For 2,000 years, the Catholic Church has served to carry on the ministry and teachings of Jesus Christ. The Catholic Church is made up of women and men, equal in rights and diverse in gifts and ministries. Following our devotion to Mary, the Church is committed to, and sustained by the many important contributions of women each and every day," the statement said. It added: "As members of our religious communities, lay members in leadership roles within the Church, educators, canon lawyers, and as pastoral and social service providers across many other critical areas, women are helping to shape the course of our Church in following the will of God. 


"The ordination of men to the priesthood is not merely a matter of practice or discipline within the Catholic Church, but rather, it is part of the unalterable Deposit of Faith handed down by Christ through his apostles."


The archdiocesan statement recalled that "Catholics who attempt to confer a sacred order on a woman, and the women who attempt to receive a sacred order, are by their own actions separating themselves from the Church."





XXVIII B. Women priests excommunicate themselves: Boston diocese July 21, 2008 � HYPERLINK "http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=8189" ��http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=8189� 


Three women to be ordained in the USA overnight separate themselves from the Church by their own actions, the Boston archdiocese says. The Age reports the three women were to be ordained as priests on Sunday in Boston one of America's most Catholic cities. The trio was to be ordained in a ceremony performed by a woman at a Protestant church affiliated to the US Presbyterian Church and the United Church of Christ, in Boston's first female ordination. 


The move has angered the Catholic Archdiocese of Boston, which has sent out an email to local priests reminding them of Vatican law that women are allowed to have key roles within the Church, but cannot become priests. 


The Archdiocese says the three women will be automatically excommunicated. Historically, the Vatican's position has been that women cannot become priests because Jesus did not have female apostles. 


However, the women say they are united in the belief of being called to the priesthood and compelled to resist what they believe to be wrong Church teaching. "We're part of a prophetic tradition of disobeying unjust law," said Gabriella Velardi Ward, 61, a New York based architect. "Excommunication or not, I will still be able to serve the people of God," she told the Boston Globe. The two others are Gloria Carpeneto of Maryland and Mary Ann McCarthy Schoettly of New Jersey. Dana Reynolds of California, a woman consecrated as a bishop in Germany earlier this year, was to perform the ceremony. Reynolds and the others are members of the organisation Roman Catholic Womenpriests, have been holding ordinations for women since 2002. The organisation reports 28 women Catholic priests in the United States. 


The organisation claims its ordinations are valid because its first bishops were ordained by Catholic bishops in good standing. The identity of the bishops is kept secret to protect them from being sanctioned by the Vatican. 


However, the Archdiocese was stern in its email warning. "Catholics who attempt to confer a sacred order on a woman, and the women who attempt to receive a sacred order, are by their own actions separating themselves from the Church." Referring to "the loving ministry of Jesus Christ, we pray for those who have willingly fallen away from the Church by participating in such activities." 


SOURCE � HYPERLINK "http://news.theage.com.au/world/three-us-women-priests-to-be-ordained-excommunicated-20080720-3i4t.html" �Three US women priests to be ordained, excommunicated� (The Age, 21/7/08) 


LINKS � HYPERLINK "http://www.womenpriests.org/index.asp" �Womenpriests �





17 COMMENTS ON THE ABOVE ITEM, HALF FOR AND HALF AGAINST WOMEN’S ORDINATION:


1. The article gives the Church's reason for women being unable to become priests as being "because Jesus did not have female apostles". I suggest a stronger reason is because a priest is a living icon of Christ. A living icon of Christ must, by definition, be male, just as Christ was male. Posted By: Peter Grace


2. Bunch of crazy women confusing political correctness & feminist agenda with some emotional self-invented 'vocation'. How silly can you get! Such 'ordinations' are invalid; these ladies are neither priests nor bishops. As transvestites in men's vestments, they are as ridiculous as they look. Ordination is a Sacramental Vocation from God - NOT a political right. No one has the authority to change what Jesus Christ established - a Priesthood-not a priestess-hood. This is just disobedient, self-serving vanity, nothing more. Posted By: Stan


3. My best wishes to these women! Posted By: David Wall


4. Pain is everywhere. Obedience is often a struggle but it brings about an inner peace that will heal whatever these women are dealing with. Let us pray for these women and invoke the Holy Spirit to lead them to faith and trust in Jesus Christ who speaks thru His Church. They are not called to priesthood by Christ and His Church but by some other voice that is a deception. Posted By: Anthony 


5. Mary Magdalen was the person Jesus first showed himself to, after being raised from the dead. He MISSIONED her to go and tell the men. MARY WAS A WOMAN. Society usually has a strong influence on all customs and creates great change as we become better educated. Posted By: Dianne








6. What an absolute joke these women are making of themselves. "Ordained priests" in a Presbyterian church? The denomination based on the fact that it does NOT have priests and asserts that NOBODY can be validly ordained a priest? Yes there is a prophetic tradition of disobeying unjust civil laws. NO prophet has ever taught people to disobey God's law. �Regardless of whether he keeps his identity a secret, the claimed bishop who allegedly simulated an ordination of women is AUTOMATICALLY excommunicated by the fact of attempting to do it. There is no necessity for him to be "sanctioned by the Vatican". He has separated himself from the Body of Christ. Posted By: Ronk


7. In your story you say: "The organisation claims its ordinations are valid because its first bishops were ordained by Catholic bishops in good standing. The identity of the bishops is kept secret to protect them from being sanctioned by the Vatican." Were you deliberately being ironic? When used as a verb the word "sanction" means: authorise, countenance or permit.... All I can say, any "bishops in good standing" who are too cowardly to act on this matter openly need to grow up. But then, … Posted By: jonah


8. Dianne, given that Christ sent her as an "apostle to the Apostles" don't you think it remarkable at all that Christ DIDN'T ordain Mary Magdalen? Nor, a fortiori, His Mother, the most morally perfect creature that ever lived? �Surely you're not seriously suggesting that Christ was waylaid from the true path by society and customs, and that He needs to "become better educated" to see the truth you would teach Him? You ARE aware that two-thirds of practising Catholics are women and that these women are on average BETTER EDUCATED than others? Posted By: Ronk


10. The Holy Bible teaches that obedience is better than sacrifice. Priesthood is a gift and not a right. Posted By: Fr. Abraham


11. Dana Reynolds of California, if she was excommunicated by the church she would have no power to confirm any one into the priesthood or priestesshood. In what Catholic parishes did these women serve their deaconship and what seminaries and from what institution did they receive their Doctorate of Divinity? Posted By: judy


12. Is it any wonder the Church has a problem at the moment? Of course women should be able to be ordained. I wish them well. Posted By: Brian


13. Catholicism values unity. Unity matters. Unity can only occur when we choose to respect those who are in leadership. Reject leadership, and you find yourself adrift. Women who make themselves priests are rejecting the leadership of our Church. I'm a woman. I'm in leadership. I value unity. These women are foolish, at best. Their actions are really very hollow. Our call is not our own. Our call is to the service of he church, and if you are Roman Catholic, then our service needs to be recognised by our church. Both Christ and The Church call forth our service. I'm not my own. Saint upon saint testifies to lives laid down; personal ambitions humbled; personal dreams sometimes not fulfilled, but given to a greater good. These women, are deceived if they believe that they are right Posted By: Anne


14. Brian, the Church's problem is due in large part to those who want to recreate what Christ ordained. We're servants to Christ and His model Church, not some airhead self promoting politicised agenda. Posted By: Chris Saidou


15. I've recently been at funeral and memorial services for an old friend. Both were beautifully conducted by a woman Anglican deacon. It struck me and several other Catholic friends who were there, how much the Church is losing by refusing to ordain women either as priests or deacons.�Some recent reported comments from the retired Cardinal Martini of Milan - a man touted as a possible Pope some years ago - are apt. On the eve of the Anglicans' decision to ordain women priests in England, he is quoted as saying to the then-Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Carey, " In order to encourage him I told him that this boldness could also help us [Catholics] to value women more and to understand how to move forward".�How different from the Vatican's attempt to firstly, silence any discussion and, then announce automatic excommunication of any woman who is ordained, or anyone facilitating such ordination. �I'm not across the detailed theological arguments for women’s' ordination, but for those who are interested, I'd strongly recommend looking at the [ Australian] Ordination of Catholic Women website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ocw.webcentral.com.au" ��www.ocw.webcentral.com.au� �Even if you don't agree with women’s' ordination, at least be open-minded enough to look at the arguments. Posted By: Conor Bradley


16. Conor, what part of "The Church has infallibly declared that it cannot ever have the power to ordain women to holy orders" don't you understand? �A purported quote from a retired cardinal has no authority, even if accurate. History is replete with heretics who had been "touted as a possible Pope some years ago". The point is that the Holy Spirit did not permit them to become Pope. Posted By: Ronk


17. Perhaps these women are mistaken in what they think their calling is - perhaps God is actually calling them to be nuns. And what a beautiful thing that would be. At WYD, the pope has called for unity in the Church, for groups not to actively go against what the Church teaches. If we love being a Catholic and want to do God's will, then we must learn to obey those that Jesus has put here to lead us.�Jesus asked Saint Peter to head the Church, and Jesus' 12 apostles were men. I am sure that if Jesus had wanted women to lead the Church, he would have done so then. It is not that he was afraid of instituting change. Posted By: Karyn Warren


XXIX. A POSTING FROM RONALD D’SOUZA, CANADA, IN MANGALOREANCATHOLICS YAHOOGROUP


MANGALOREANCATHOLICS DIGEST NO. 933 July 23, 2008 


ON THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN


Dear Friends,�A lot has been said about the ordaining of women to be priests. I can see even today a lot of church activity owes heaps to the women who are working in the Lord's vineyard alongside their male counterparts. They work in health-care, education, ministry of the Word and ministry of the Eucharist and myriads of other activity. In fact short of the priesthood they are involved with everything. �Whenever I hear this question of ordination of women priests I wonder why on earth there is such an issue! Is the Holy Priesthood an 'equal opportunity' vocation for people to demand rights to women being ordained? Is the work that some of the women are doing especially among woman any less than what the men are doing - In fact they are even more successful in this and many other areas! In many cases they even conduct both ministry of the Word and Eucharist when the priests are busy with other matters. �There were women even in Jesus' time! In fact at the end of the day at the crucifixion there were only women present. They did great work and are remembered and mentioned in the Bible. To name a few that come to my mind now there was Simon Peter's mother in law, Mary of Magdala, Martha and Mary Lazarus' sisters, the woman at the well who gave Jesus water even though he was a Jew. Even now a person busy with regular chores is called "Martha". Yet Jesus did not appoint any women as Apostles. If the Lord intended to he'd definitely have appointed women priests too and if you really reflect upon it there has been a method and solid reasoning in this. Once a particular trait is considered as worthy enough for a woman to possess there will be exceptions and counter arguments and in a short while there will be gay and other deviants as priests, etc.�We must know where to stop! Several priests have forgotten their priestly obligations and been involved with matters that will come to the fore on their day of judgement. The existing system has served us well for the past two thousand years and other breakaway groups too are realising and appreciating the unflinching stance adopted by the Catholic Church in the face of so much fierce opposition and logic. God bless all Ronald � HYPERLINK "mailto:ron_porob@yahoo.com?Subject= Re%3AFw%3A%20Article%20from%20%20The%20Hindu%3A%20Sent%20to%20you%20by%20Arch" �ron_porob@yahoo.com � 





XXX. A POSTING FROM THE DISSIDENT NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORTER IN KONKANICATHOLICS, 


KONKANICATHOLICS DIGEST NO. 1734 December 19, 2008 


Roy Bourgeois threatened with excommunication November 11, 2008


� HYPERLINK "http://ncronline.org/node/2545" ��http://ncronline.org/node/2545� 


Maryknoll Fr. Roy Bourgeois has been threatened with excommunication by the Vatican's Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith for his support of women’s ordination, according to a letter made public today. 


The letter was written by Bourgeois and addressed to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith. It was distributed via e-mail by Bill Quigley, a New Orleans lawyer who represents Bourgeois. 


According to Bourgeois’ letter, which is dated Nov. 7, the congregation has given him 30 days to recant his “belief and public statements that support the ordination of women in our Church, or (he) will be excommunicated.” 


The letter indicates that Bourgeois received notification from the congregation Oct. 21.


Bourgeois, a priest for 36 years, attended the ordination of Janice Sevre-Duszynska in Lexingon, Ky., Aug. 9 and preached a homily. If Bourgeois is excommunicated at the end of 30 days, it would come just before the mass rally and protest against the U.S. Army’s School of the Americas at Fort Benning, Ga., that Bourgeois has organized for 19 years. In recent years, more than 15,000 people, many of them Catholic university students, have joined the three daylong rally and demonstration. Bourgeois was not immediately available for comment.


THE TEXT BELOW, WHICH IS FROM THE ABOVE NCR REPORT, WAS OMITTED IN KONKANICATHOLICS:


The text of Bourgeois’ letter follows.


November 7, 2008


TO THE CONGREGATION FOR THE DOCTRINE OF THE FAITH, THE VATICAN


I was very saddened by your letter dated October 21, 2008, giving me 30 days to recant my belief and public statements that support the ordination of women in our Church, or I will be excommunicated.


I have been a Catholic priest for 36 years and have a deep love for my Church and ministry.


When I was a young man in the military, I felt God was calling me to the priesthood. I entered Maryknoll and was ordained in 1972.


Over the years I have met a number of women in our Church who, like me, feel called by God to the priesthood. You, our Church leaders at the Vatican, tell us that women cannot be ordained.


With all due respect, I believe our Catholic Church’s teaching on this issue is wrong and does not stand up to scrutiny. A 1976 report by the Pontifical Biblical Commission supports the research of Scripture scholars, canon lawyers and many faithful Catholics who have studied and pondered the Scriptures and have concluded that there is no justification in the Bible for excluding women from the priesthood.


As people of faith, we profess that the invitation to the ministry of priesthood comes from God. We profess that God is the Source of life and created men and women of equal stature and dignity. The current Catholic Church doctrine on the ordination of women implies our loving and all-powerful God, Creator of heaven and earth, somehow cannot empower a woman to be a priest.


Women in our Church are telling us that God is calling them to the priesthood. Who are we, as men, to say to women, “Our call is valid, but yours is not.” Who are we to tamper with God’s call?


Sexism, like racism, is a sin. And no matter how hard or how long we may try to justify discrimination, in the end, it is always immoral.


Hundreds of Catholic churches in the U.S. are closing because of a shortage of priests. Yet there are hundreds of committed and prophetic women telling us that God is calling them to serve our Church as priests.


If we are to have a vibrant, healthy Church rooted in the teachings of our Savior, we need the faith, wisdom, experience, compassion and courage of women in the priesthood.


Conscience is very sacred. Conscience gives us a sense of right and wrong and urges us to do the right thing. Conscience is what compelled Franz Jagerstatter, a humble Austrian farmer, husband and father of four young children, to refuse to join Hitler’s army, which led to his execution. Conscience is what compelled Rosa Parks to say she could no longer sit in the back of the bus. Conscience is what compels women in our Church to say they cannot be silent and deny their call from God to the priesthood. Conscience is what compelled my dear mother and father, now 95, to always strive to do the right things as faithful Catholics raising four children. And after much prayer, reflection and discernment, it is my conscience that compels me to do the right thing. I cannot recant my belief and public statements that support the ordination of women in our Church.


Working and struggling for peace and justice are an integral part of our faith. For this reason, I speak out against the war in Iraq. And for the last eighteen years, I have been speaking out against the atrocities and suffering caused by the School of the Americas (SOA). Eight years ago, while in Rome for a conference on peace and justice, I was invited to speak about the SOA on Vatican Radio. During the interview, I stated that I could not address the injustice of the SOA and remain silent about injustice in my Church. I ended the interview by saying, “There will never be justice in the Catholic Church until women can be ordained.” I remain committed to this belief today.


Having an all male clergy implies that men are worthy to be Catholic priests, but women are not.


According to USA TODAY (Feb. 28, 2008) in the United States alone, nearly 5,000 Catholic priests have sexually abused more than 12,000 children. Many bishops, aware of the abuse, remained silent. These priests and bishops were not excommunicated. Yet the women in our Church who are called by God and are ordained to serve God’s people, and the priests and bishops who support them, are excommunicated.


Silence is the voice of complicity. Therefore, I call on all Catholics, fellow priests, bishops, Pope Benedict XVI and all Church leaders at the Vatican, to speak loudly on this grave injustice of excluding women from the priesthood.


Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador was assassinated because of his defense of the oppressed. He said, “Let those who have a voice, speak out for the voiceless.” 


Our loving God has given us a voice. Let us speak clearly and boldly and walk in solidarity as Jesus would, with the women in our Church who are being called by God to the priesthood.


In Peace and Justice, Rev. Roy Bourgeois, M.M. PO Box 3330, Columbus, GA 31903





THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED COMMENTS ON THE ABOVE ITEM IN THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORTER:


1. I am deeply saddened by our church that we can not see past some inadequate excuse for eliminating a group of people from living out their God-given vocation. When will we ever learn?


Thank you Fr Bourgeois for all that you are doing. Hope to see you at the SOA demonstration.


God's love and peace to you always! By anon


2. This is another horribly sad threat in a recent series of canonical punishments in our church. We can not afford to keep silencing voices who speak up for those who have already been silenced by our church. Thank you to the women who have courageously been ordained and thank you for our sisters and brothers who continue to support them. I have hope that others (maybe even whole orders) will follow these women and men in prophetic obedience. Thank you for listening Roy! By Megan


3. Traditions change as culture evolves. We no longer sell indulgences for those in purgatory. We may or not eat meat on Friday. And the support of women as priests is another culture step (review Marie Louise Von Franz) directed toward an all male clergy, that has defied abortion, but not the death of innocent others in an Iraqi invasion that left children (and intra-uterine fetuses) in rubles and refugees suffering and wandering. 


To exclude a Maryknoll from the Church is foolish theology and more foolish politics. We are all imperfect, but those of us that still accept a Church that has killed, or tacitly supported killing, shows dedication to our history, as we continue to discriminate the wishes of Christ on earth, and seek a benevolent vision of God almighty.


I suggest a stance excluding threats toward some of the faithful, lest those faithful exclude rejecting, dogmatic top-down authoritarianism. By R.J. Cavanagh


4. Dear Anon. I'm very saddened that you cannot trust the authority of the magisterium of the catholic church, as well as that you cannot comprehend that the issue of women’s ordination is a closed issue, not up for debate.


To quote John Paul II: "Although the teaching that priestly ordination is to be reserved to men alone has been preserved by the constant and universal tradition of the Church and firmly taught by the magisterium in its more recent documents, at the present time in some places it is nonetheless considered still open to debate, or the Church’s judgment that women are not to be admitted to ordination is considered to have a merely disciplinary force. Wherefore, in order that all doubt may be removed regarding a matter of great importance, a matter which pertains to the Church’s divine constitution itself, in virtue of my ministry of confirming the brethren (cf. Luke 22:32) I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church’s faithful" (Ordinatio Sacerdotalis 4)." It doesn't get any more black and white than that. By Adam


5. Where is the evidence that the church has the authority to confer priestly ordination on ANYONE? By Gerald Floyd


6. In case you did not understand the article being debated... The Pope is a male as are those who form the magisterium. This is not God's voice. It is the voice of the male. Do you really think that woman would have abused as many children throughout history as the ordained males in the Catholic Church???  By David Joblin


7. When we all learn that we do not need some authority in Rome to call Jesus, to call God into our lives, we will be better off. Women and men, married and single have the ability (where two are more are gathered....) to bless the bread and the wine and call Jesus into our hearts. By Tom King


8. We already have the American Episcopal Church available for those who want women priests. Why not just join them? By Anonymous


9. Dear Pope Benedict, The world needs more people like Fr Roy Bourgeois in leadership positions so that peace can be made and injustices righted.


Fr Roy Bourgeois has been my friend, client, confidant and spiritual inspiration for the past 19 years. We met when he was on assignment by Maryknoll in Minneapolis in 1989. I was practicing law in Minneapolis at the time. His courage to face injustice, name injustice and act in true conscience against injustice is legend. He is in character in this dispute.


Fr Roy Bourgeois has acted again consistent with these ideals. By raising the issue you have placed the Catholic Church clearly in the light for the world to see as an agent of injustice. This is not only an embarrassment politically, it is a misuse of the call of the Gospel. One of the most prominent Christian Ethics professors in our part of the United States, Dr. James Nelson has written of the central message of the Bible, as follows:


The central overarching principles of the Bible involved “Jesus setting aside…every false tradition that violates the oneness of God, the oneness of God’s human community. It pictures the Jesus who lived out the life-changing reality that God’s oneness cannot be compromised by human prejudice, human fear, or human ethics.” 


I believe Dr. Nelson has spoken with truth and wisdom. In light of this standard, your position on the banishment of Fr Bourgeois is blasphemy. The oneness of God is compromised by excluding anyone from the fullness of God's love, and, therefore, both the exclusion of women from God's service and the excommunication of Fr Bourgeois violates the fundamental teaching of Christ.


A theology of exclusion is a serious sin. Christian discipleship knows no boundaries. Christ crossed the boundaries: of nations in negotiating with the Syro-Phonecian woman [Mark 7: 24-37]; of social place in communing with lepers [Mark 1: 40-45]; of violence in forgiving his persecutors at the crucifixion [Luke 23: 34]; of gender in offering “living water” to the Samarian woman [John 4]; of race in helping and then commending a Gentile centurion [Matt. 8: 5-13]; and of enemies when he counseled “love your enemy.” [Matt 5: 44]. 


Show the world that the Catholic Church can be redeemed. Ordain women before your Church collapses; reinstate Fr Bourgeois before you bring more theological disgrace on your institution. Peace, By Peter Thompson


10. Dear Fr. Roy, As your classmate all through the seminary for seven years and who was ordained with you on the same day, I ask you now, while there is still time, to reconsider your stand, and make a courageous act of submission to the Church. I know how difficult this will be for you after all your public statements and the great show of public support that has backed up your stance. 


This is a different issue from SOA. Here the magisterium of the Church is involved, which we all submit to as priests. Please save yourself and your priesthood while you still have time. Please take the courage after much prayer, and make an act of submission to the teaching authority of the Church. Do not incur excommunication.


By Fr. Steven Scherrer, Ossining, NY


11. Dear Fr Scherrer, I consider Fr. Roy to be enlightened whereas you are not. 


Does it not disgust you how many ordained priests have been found guilty of varying degrees of child abuse? When one considers the absolute power the church had in previous generations and lack of questioning institutions, abuse in the past was much more prevalent than in the present. Does it not disgust you how the Catholic Church approved of the slaughtering of the South American natives in the name of the Church and gold and silver for the Pope? And what about the crusades? Popes declared Muslims to be without soul hence and murder and rape of the infidel would be forgiven. Do you really think that this was a message from God? No, what comes from the Vatican is the same as whatever else comes from man's institutions. Fault ridden and subject to the politics and social norms of the day. 


Look at the various scoundrels we have had as Pope's over the years. Do you honestly think that they were all God's messengers? 


The Catholic Church will one day ordain women. It is only a question of when and also if any faithful will be left by that stage... Which boils down to contributions doesn't it? When the coffers are empty the Church will change. Sad...


By David Joblin


12. From SOA. Here the magisterium of the Church is involved, which we all submit to as priests. Please save yourself and your priesthood while you still have time. Please take the courage after much prayer, and make an act of submission to the teaching authority of the Church. Do not incur excommunication.


13. God bless Fr. Roy, a visionary who has a legitimate Christ like concern for humanity and is willing to challenge the status quo. Keep up the fight! Peace By Andrew Quinn


14. By his very public acts this priest has succeeded in placing himself between a rock and a hard place.


Worse, he continues to proclaim his own private confusions as if somehow they ought to become the public faith and discipline of the worldwide Catholic Church. But we are not in the 70s anymore.


His letter is nothing but an intellectually pointless effort to deflect attention from his own reckless actions... and pass judgment on the Church. Would he excommunicate the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith if he could? You bet he would. What will prevail? His dubious fidelity to the Magisterium or his ego and pride? I think I know. 


I hope I'm wrong but my bet is that he'll "stay the course" as stubbornly as he did during his "mission accomplished" message issued by his presence in the "ordination" of those women. Sad. Very sad. By Anonymous


15. I can never understand what those opposed to the priesthood of women are afraid of ... for surely there can be no other explanation than fear in the face of such closed minds, hearts and spirits. 


Jesus was a Jew, but G-d sent him to all people. The church didn't say because Jesus was a Jew, only Jewish men can be priests. It's fear of women, that's all I can figure. By Beverly Joan


16. The real question that must be asked here is:�Can a woman be CALLED to the priesthood when the Magisterium, in UNION with the Holy Spirit, says this call is for men only? 


What is really sad is when a priest believes the Magisterium is not in union with the Holy Spirit. This error in belief brings about rejection of CHURCH TEACHINGS and is what excommunicates religious and lay persons alike. 


What is truly sad is when many who profess to be Catholics are really far from the FULLNESS OF TRUTH since they CHOOSE, by the gift of their own FREE WILL, to be their own Pope. 


What is beyond sad is when the people who are excommunicated by their own CHOICES don't even know they are excommunicated because they didn't get the official decree from the Vatican, but from the quite whisper of the Holy Spirit Who has been squelched out by the 'noise' of their sinful rejection of Holy Mother Church.


May the faithful few who are not excommunicated PRAY for their conversion! By Phil


17. I feel confident in asserting that Fr. Bourgeois is not even a little confused. As an educated person, talented writer and orator, and a priest who has gathered hundreds of thousands of people over 20 years to stand with the oppressed and speak truth to power, I think he knows what he is doing and saying. Labeling him as "intellectually pointless" or "reckless," and asserting that he does this out of ego or pride is just slander. Just abuse. Just manipulation. Save it for the pundits. It seems ironic to suggest that HE is the one stubbornly staying the course. We are not in the 50s anymore. Jesus denied his religious authorities when they did not look upon the face of every human as an equal and valued child of God. 


I pray the leaders of our Church accept and respect the voice of a prophet as one who speaks truth, speaks for the poor, and can see what the future holds. By Molly


18. I wish to make a stronger statement. I am a practicing Catholic primarily because my parents grew up in Catholic households, got married in the Catholic Church, and raised their family of 8 children as Catholics (birth control was forbidden, you know). In my mid twenties, I started drifting away from the church because I would sit there listening to the readings at mass, and the homilies of the priests and say to myself "I don't believe some of this stuff".


After my first child, I joined a local Catholic parish to bring my child(ren) up in a structured religious environment. I found my small parish to be a welcoming, loving community, and so continued to become more involved. I was a member of the parish council, and for the past 10 years have sung in the church choir and become a member of the Peace and Social Justice commission.�I am also one of the 20% of the parish members that financially supports the parish.


But I still have issues with the Roman Catholic Church. And this is a big one.�I have met many women who are more capable of leading a Catholic community than many priests. Women as priests just makes sense. What’s more, the Holy Scriptures has many passages that suggest this. 


To have this group of patricians in the Vatican threaten to excommunicate Father Roy because he voices an opinion, is unchristian and foolish. This Vatican group has their collective heads buried in the sand.


Many theologians have suggested the ordination of woman can enhance our church. I share their beliefs.


So maybe the Church should excommunicate me. The only regret I would have is that I could not gather with my friends who belong to the church. Otherwise, I would be happy to "take my baseball bat (money and talents), and go home". By James Walsh


19. Jesus calls whom He calls into His service in whichever church or denomination where He calls them, where they stand. Like the Anglican Communion of the 1970s in the USA, Women declared themselves ordained and the church recognized it. It's high time that God's female priests within the ranks of Catholicism did, the same, and that clergy were allowed to marry.�Compulsory celibacy is unnatural, and when you force that on people, you get what you pay for. Many people leave Christianity, or leave Catholicism to more woman-friendly and gender-egalitarian Christian groups, like Pentecostalism, Holiness movements(Church of God, Anderson, Indiana, Salvation Army, Quakers, United Pentecostal Church International, Assemblies of God, United Church of Christ, Episcopal Church USA, United Methodist Church, Wesleyan Methodist Church...to name a few...Catholicism is not the only Christian way....Jesus is the way and any one of us must do and go where He tells us to go… our marching orders come from the King Himself... not from people, even though they may hold high ecclesiastical office) and some of the more mainline Protestant groups which ordain women. When God calls someone to preach, you DO NOT get in the way of that on a human level. To do so invites divine judgment, so Roman Church, get out of God's way already and let His people go! God is closing your churches because people have had enough of your hypocrisy. By Anonymous


20. Actually, what is sad is that people like you cannot see the beauty and honor of this act. Fr. Roy would rather put his priesthood, indeed his entire identity, at stake rather than recant support of an oppressed population. 


He has done nothing but support oppressed populations since he became a priest. He is a standing example of the courage we should all have as Catholics. If more people stood up for what is right, rather than what is "tradition" - and I use that word lightly - then the Church would be a much more open and accepting place for all people. By Sarah


21. Shame on this hypocritical writer, a direct descendent of the Sadducees and Pharisees. Fr Ray has not put himself between a rock and a hard place - the Church has put itself between the people and Christ. It's the Church's insistence to hold on to male-domination that separates itself from God's message that "all are welcome here."


Fr Ray, you "are a priest forever, of the order of Melchizedek of old." You are a true preacher of the gospel message, a true Christian. You have the support of millions. More priests, nuns, monks and lay hold your position than that of the pre-Vatican II holdouts, but they only lack one thing - your Christ-like courage.


I wish that more Catholics (esp. those in power) could hear Christ first, and their archaic, sexist, racist hearts could be softened to the message of Christ. By Pipercubbie


22. "We are not in the 70's anymore." --- You are right about that and we are not in the "Dark Ages" where your "Magisterium" can threaten us with the fires of Hell or the Inquisition’s infamous stake.


Father Roy is as much the Church as those pompous men, well-nourished and clothed with the trappings of silliness. Do you think Cardinal Law is safe from the wrath of an Old Testament Father, safe in his luxurious apartment feasting upon the fruits of his labor?


You're damn right it's not the 70's anymore; Holy Mother Church is on the run thanks to the men who've managed Her foolish politics to this point.


I spent 13 years of my formal education with the Sisters of Mercy, four years at a Jesuit university and I know Jesus; Jesus is a Friend of mine; Jesus has vomited the so-called "Magisterium" right out of His mouth.


By Mike Pelepko (former Maryknoll seminarian) Lebanon, PA � HYPERLINK "mailto:mpelepko@yahoo.com" �mpelepko@yahoo.com�


23. If he is excommunicated he will join a large band of angels. I am sure that God pays no attention to the vituperation of the earthly band of overly-fed, overly-pampered, overly-cautions sycophants called church hierarchy. Stick to your guns, Roy ... fidelity to conscience is more important than that dog collar around your neck. By Jim McCrea


24. A large band of Angels called fallen By Anonymous


25. When will people wise up and realize that the "good old boys club" will never relinquish power... the power to oppress. God gave us brains but the church would rather have us agree to not use them. The hierarchy and magisterium are terrified of women. All one has to do is read or listen to their statements. It is evident that they have major issues! By Anonymous


26. "The hierarchy and magisterium are terrified of women." So are the Islamic fundamentalists. Could this be the reason the Vatican and the Imams are getting along so well? By Anonymous


27. It is sad that Father Bourgeois is headed for excommunication for defending the rights of women to be ordained. I agree with him that women should and someday will be ordained in the Roman Catholic Church. Sometimes God asks individuals to be martyr for a call and Father Bourgeois seems to be so called. It is personally painful for him but is will be ultimately good for the Church, just as the blood of the early martyrs in the Church was ultimately redemptive for the church. By Joseph Gentilini


28. You clearly have no understanding of the Church's teachings. Nobody has the "right" to be ordained! Furthermore, the Roman Catholic Church cannot "ordain" women even if it wanted to do so! It is a matter of the fundamental differences between man and woman. And I think you would be shocked to know that those martyrs - men and women - wouldn't agree with you on this point. By Eric Wilson


29. Friend, women will never, ever be ordained in the Catholic Church. This is a wishful fantasy that will never come true. May I suggest you join the Anglican communion there you will find women bishops, priests and gay marriage. By Francis


30. The Church is truly divided on too many fronts; it could be a good idea calling the Vatican off and organize with the priests who have been excommunicated for the regeneration of the true Church... Why just not creating a geographical Vatican II in Rio, or somewhere far away from those sexually obsessed gynophobes in Rome? The Church as it is now, is not working out for the laity. Not one of the really loving priests who have already been excommunicated would come back to try to fix the Vatican and its bad habits... By SantaChingada


31. "The Church is truly divided on too many fronts" So let's divide it some more by starting our own Vatican... Good thinking? Oh, maybe not. Please excuse the sarcasm, but really is this person serious?


What a challenge it is to be a saint. Father spoke of conscience. As we know it reigns supreme, yet we must constantly be forming and informing it. My worry for Father is the example of the many persecuted reformers of the past. The thing that marks them is their obedience. Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross, and many others suffered greatly for their reforms, yet they consistently 'emptied themselves and took the form of a slave'. The Gospel speaks of Jesus' silence in the face of his persecutors; Jeremiah spoke in private with the king while imprisoned. Lord, teach us prudence and humility so that we might ever proclaim your prophetic message and not our own. The word of God proclaimed at Mass this morning was from 2 John: "Look to yourselves that you do not lose what we worked for�but may receive a full recompense. Anyone who is so “progressive” as not to remain in the teaching of the Christ does not have God; whoever remains in the teaching has the Father and the Son." By Anonymous


32. We love you. A few thousand of us will attest to that in a couple of weeks when we assemble to ask for justice. Without your courageous leadership, the SOA Watch would never have happened. By Jack Hereford


33. I too am deeply saddened by this move by the Vatican. God's love and peace to Fr Bourgeois! Perhaps it is time we all took up his prophetic stance and demand the Vatican open all ministries to women! By Anonymous


34. The Papacy has been too patient and loving for too long. 'The Fifth Column' inside the Church needs discipline or the choice to leave. By Michael F. Brennan


35. It is getting harder and harder to stay inside the Catholic Church. This might be the last straw for me, a 51 year old woman. By Connie


36. Say, where was it written that Galileo was wrong??? Seemed to me the Church was wrong... or the bible, but Galileo might have been burned to death had he not recanted. When was St. Joan wrong, but the Church burned her and then canonized her???? There is no place in the Bible that says that women can't be ordained priest. Jeez, Mary made Jesus perform his first miracle, Mary Magdalene was very much by his side and ministered also. And, what about Priscilla. And, to who did he first appear after his death. Let's face facts, Fr. has a different point of view and that can't be tolerated. The Church is an autocracy/theocracy and change comes slowly, but it does come. What was wrong 100 years ago is not so wrong now. Perhaps, the Holy Spirit might move a bit faster now...everything else does. And, speaking of those Bishops that covered for the pedophiles. I would think God himself would excommunicate those guys from the world. Can't think of too many more heinous crimes. How awful can a female priest be? What's so awful? It's a church of old men when the world is filled mainly with women. Think about that.


By Anonymous


37. It is people like you who drive members away from the Church. Thanks to people like you. I became an Atheist. It finally liberated me from a Paternalist and Imperialist society! By Comtessa de Metoncula


38. Only you can drive you away from anything, especially the church. By Anonymous


39. Michael Brennan, I have read the comments about Fr. Roy's excommunication over the ordination of women. Many folks disagree with his position, but I have yet to hear why other than because the Church or the Pope said so. Could you please give me more information about why the ordination of women should not be talked about? By Anonymous


40. Father Ray, I am with you all the way. When will the power structure of the Church accept God's truth? His truth is accessible to all, not just a few men in Rome. By Louis J. Painter


41. Great! So is Daniel Maguire next? Or many of the writers in NCR? By Anonymous


42. I too am saddened by the hierarchy's uncompromising attitude toward women who feel called by God to the priesthood and toward all who offer them prayerful support. I applaud Fr. Bourgeois for his courageous stand, in peace and in justice. I pray for him and for those other priests and bishops who will stand with him on this matter.


I also have personally known women who have felt a call from God to serve him as an ordained priest, at least two of whom have moved over to the Episcopal Church, where they can respond fully to this call. My heart aches for anyone denied the opportunity to follow a call from God to any ministry, but most especially to this one! By Mary Lou


43. I am not myself a Roman Catholic, so perhaps my comments here don't count for much in this context. However, I too think it is sad that Father Bourgeois is threatened with so harsh a punishment as excommunication, simply for holding to conscience in his belief in the veracity of the call of women to the priesthood.


If the hierarchy actually goes through with this excommunication, as I hope they will not, I believe strongly that the Episcopal Church (very similar in theological teachings to the Roman Catholic, though perhaps more accommodating of differences in interpretation) would welcome him with open arms. This would, of course, depend on whether he would even consider changing denominations. But if excommunication forced him to leave the R.C. Church, the Episcopal Church, which has for years ordained women priests, might provide a new venue for such a man of faith and principle. By Sara Lappi


44. It's all about Roy's ego. I met Father a number of years ago - I live near Maryknoll - and had great admiration for his work opposing the School of the Americas (SOA). But now it appears that it's all about him. Father references one document from the Pontifical Biblical Commission, but ignores the definitive teaching of Inter Insigniores, issued the same year, as well as the 2,000 year history of both the Roman Catholic, Eastern, and Orthodox Churches, that the Church only has authority to ordain men.


To reference Jagerstatter is pretty appalling; Jagerstatter died for upholding the truth as he understood it from Catholic teaching; any reading of Jagerstatter's letters would convince you that he fully accepted the authority of the teaching Church. 


Father would do well to follow Jagerstatter's example and rather then hide behind appeals to "conscience", accept that he must follow a conscience informed by Catholic teaching, if he holds that he is a Catholic. By Tom Faranda


45. Dear Tom Faranda, You stand up for our Catholic Church's teaching about "women being priests" and that's your version of the truth, but not binding on Father Roy Bourgeois in the eyes of Jesus; an individual conscience is never "formed" by any religion's teachings, which can only "inform" the individual who is called by God to live his/her life according to that conscience. Can you imagine a Jesus whose conscience was formed by the Torah alone?


Recently in South Carolina, in the Diocese of Charleston, a Catholic priest named Newman allegedly informed his parishoners if they voted for Barack Obama they could not receive the Eucharist under the pain of "mortal sin?" Whatever? I'm certain from the content of your letter you would know some of Father Newman's parishioners were intimidated and thereby prevented from receiving the Body and Blood of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Speaking nothing about voting your conscience, the secret ballot, or the separation of church and state --- where's the self-proclaimed "Magisterial Council" in this case?


Then also, you completely ignore Father Bourgeois's reference to the murdered Archbishop Oscar Romero while using your own interpretation on Blessed Hans Jagerstatter; in light of the fact that Vatican politicians stood side by the side with the "nobility" of El Salvadore against the poor peasants of that country --- you're "pretty appalling" and that's the truth you've chosen to ignore.


It's not, like you state, "all about Father Roy" --- it's all about pompous men, well nourished and over-clothed with the garments of Satan.


A hundred years from now, when women are finally Catholic priests, that's of course if God even allows this arrogant Church to remain visible --- a hundred years from now the Truth will have set us free.


God help us if you're the one who's right. "Peace through Justice" Mike Pelepko (former Maryknoll Seminarian)�46. We already have the American Episcopal Church available for those who want women priests. Why not just join them? By Bettson


47. I have always been inspired by Fr. Roy and his comments in the above letter only serve to increase that inspiration. The Holy Spirit is alive and well in Fr. Roy. I only hope the church leaders are wise enough to hear what he is saying. By Patty Leal


48. Fr Bourgeois, I want to encourage you in your standing your ground on women being ordained. I too believe that women are being called to priesthood. What bothers me most I think is that this is such a big deal. Maybe the message is clear. There are not enough men. God is calling women. Thank you for taking this stance despite the personal cost to yourself. I pray that you know God's love now at this time. You stand on the shoulders of Rosa Parks and others who have stood up for what they believed. By Helen Barry


49. Fr. Roy is an extremely courageous man. I applaud his efforts to stand against what is simply immoral and wrong. He stands with Rosa Parks and all the rest. Perhaps now that we have a black man as president, we can have the hope that one day we will see a woman priest, ordained with full acceptance in and by the Roman Catholic Church. By Kathy


50. I applaud Father Roy Bourgeois for his honesty and courage. I think it is only a matter of time before the Catholic Church admits women priests. I have sympathy also for the Church. While inspired by God it is human too. All human organisations be they tennis of golf clubs have rules and as members we obey them or leave and join a different club. The Catholic Church could logically say that these are the rules we have made, so please obey them. But I would not bring God into it. If we were to ask God and if he were to reply I am 100% sure he would say 'I have created man and woman in my likeness without distinction of ability or ambition'.�In conclusion the Church like any organisation has the right to create rules and see they are obeyed - it is the only way it can work - but if it wants to change the rules - which it can - because it brought them in- however a little chat with God might help. By Padraic Murray


51. It is the tragic call of a prophet of God to be ahead of his times and to be persecuted by self serving religious authority. But many the people of God are not deceived by such ecclesial hypocrisy. Fr. Bourgeois, be at peace. You are in the good company of the saintly Bishop Oscar Romero, for different reasons, but for the same prophetic stance. Your conscience speaks God's truth. By Bettson 


52. I would like to know where I send my letter of resignation to the church as a member of the laity. I guess if it were known that Jesus had allowed Mary, Martha's sister, to pal around with Jesus and the men apostles, Jesus would have been excommunicated also.


It is time for a new Church, I am getting tired of this male dominated society that has so many skeletons in the vestry and then guns down a man who thinks more of the spirit of Jesus than Jesus' (?) Corporation. Will anyone stand up for what is right any more? I am to the point where I am ashamed to call myself not just Roman Catholic, but also Christian. Peace! (????) By Rey Hinckley


53. Rey Hinckley, I've thought about this "excommunication" thing and finally asked myself, "How do we become IN COMMUNICATION with our church in the first place?" It took no time to see the answer: By Baptism I was given communication (membership). So it seems to me that to be "excommunicated" I would need to become UNBAPTIZED. The church hasn't invented any way to do that and chances are nil that it ever will. Don't submit your resignation. Stay with us, be irritating, we need you very much to help keep the issue visible and vigorous. If all dissenters walked away the cause would be lost. Seek the support of like-minded friends and help us become stronger. IRRITATE and PRAY! By Therese


54. It is time for ordinary Catholics to stand up for Father Bourgeois. Let us drown the hierarchy, especially the CDF, with our opposition to their strident, archiac position. 


As Father Charles Curran once pointed out, should priests only be of Semitic origin since the Twelve Apostles were? 


Father Bourgeois is a man of courage who deserves our solid (and vocal) support!  By Frank L. Cocozzelli


55. Dear Fr. Bourgeois, I am a close friend of Ralph and Linda (may Linda rest in peace) Nazareth and both of their families and extended families! And have had God's gift for letting me visit India and become close friends with his sister, Aloysia - Sister Josephette of Mount Carmel College. In fact, she is at the highest level and she would make a wonderful priest!


Just received this from Ralph and am in full support of your so important endeavors. Please May God Give You The Strength to proceed and be successful. May He bless you and give you the words to convince those who are being selfish and pigheaded - stubborn and ancient, too. In God's love, Nan


56. I really can't imagine that Jesus would condone the "old boys club" that His church has become. It saddens me that the politicos of my church prefer implosion for the sake of maintaining the status quo. 


I find it incomprehensible that there is a man-made policy that implies there is a difference between a man's and woman's soul, that men are somehow more worthy than women. What is it we're supposed to be saving anyway? By Larry


57. Thanks, Father Bourgeois, for your always prophetic witness to the gospel. Those folks in Rome are not the church, the people of God are, and you are a catholic, and a priest, in the eyes of the people. Peace and prayers at this difficult time! By Lisa B.


58. I am heartened by the courage of Fr. Bourgeois who has devoted his life to the many faces of justice in our world. The case of women's ordination is perhaps the most difficult justice issue in our church; yet it has the profile of all justice issues, i.e. the power of those "in power" becomes especially threatened when truth and justice march together against the blind and fearful entrenchment of power. May Fr. Bourgeois' courage and vision prevail! By Anonymous


59. Thank you Fr. Bourgeois. Many of us faithful Catholics stand behind you 100 percent. It is policies such as this discrimination against women that drove me away from the church for more than 20 years.�I am back now and at peace with the many, many imperfections of the church. But unlike before, I am not silent and I laud you for taking this brave step. You are in the company of many innocent souls who suffered as a result of standing up against wrongdoing. I no longer need to demonize the church for its stands. This, like so many others, is based in ignorance, not evil. Let us all speak out. By Bob


60. At a breakout session of the Catholic Festival of Faith on Chicago's Navy Pier a few years ago, I heard Cardinal George say, in response to a question about the possibility of married priests, that women will be ordained before the end of this century. By Anonymous


61. May God be with Fr. Roy in the days ahead which will be difficult? I am with him in spirit. We need his courageous voice. He always speaks out where he sees injustice. And the issue of preventing women from being priests is a real injustice. I send him my prayers and support. By Judy Kruger


62. Fr. Bourgeois speaks the truth. Sexism in the Catholic Church is a sin. It is totally obvious that the crisis of vocations to the priesthood in the church is a "man” made crisis. God offers the obvious solution: ordain the women called to priesthood. How long does the male leadership in the church have to watch an ever deepening vocational crisis before the truth dawns? Eventually one of two things will happen: the all male priesthood shortage reaches critical mass where the laity who are church as much as clergy are church will no longer tolerate the inability of the male priesthood to provide an adequately sacramental church and a revolution happens, or the male leadership finally surrenders to the obvious call of God and ordains women.


It is the tragic call of a prophet of God to be ahead of his times and to be persecuted by self serving religious authority. But many the people of God are not deceived by such ecclesial hypocrisy. Fr. Bourgeois, be at peace. You are in the good company of the saintly Bishop Oscar Romero, for different reasons, but for the same prophetic stance. Your conscience speaks God's truth. By Ellen Conroy


63. Thank you Fr. Bourgeois for the most concise and clear explanation of why the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith should withdraw its threat to excommunicate you and reconsider the whole question of the call of women to the priesthood. I would urge the U.S. bishops to intercede on your behalf whether they agree or disagree with the core question, because excommunicating you is no way to resolve this issue. By Charles Roth


64. Thank you for your strong voice. I have been struggling with my own calling and feeling like I have to settle for less than what I would be if I were a man and not a woman. I love the Church, its rituals and its rich sacramental roots. I love the communities that have formed around those values. But I feel a deep loss everytime I preside at a communion service and realize that my calling goes beyond theology and includes being a spiritual leader in the rituals I love. I stand against the Church's threat of excommunication for Fr Bourgeois and I pray that the Spirit will guide our leaders to choose to act against sexism and see us all as equal in our baptismal calling to be priest, prophet, and king. By Patrica Klucas


65. Dear Roy, your letter is right on. Now Rome will put pressure on the MK leadership to take action. That will be a sad, sad day for you, for the many young people you have inspired, and for all who love MK. By Kris Neufeld


66. Excommunicate??? Where is that in the bible? It's all about power and control isn't it? By hbroer


67. Excommunication IS in the Bible. In the New Testament, the Lord Jesus warned His apostles that they would eventually be excommunicated from the synagogue for preaching in His name. By Lidia


68. No the word excommunicate is not in the Bible, but neither are priestesses. There are several passages in Old and New Testaments about correcting others when they stray from the faith, false prophets, and "alternative" gospels. By Christopher Milton


69. It is not about power and control, not in the negative sense that you refer to. It is not about those in a position of power tightening the thumb screws to keep the minions in line. This is a very dark perspective that you are purporting. It goes all the way back to the garden when God told Adam and Eve that they could have anything to eat that they wanted except for the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. However the serpent who was more cunning than any other creature spoke. It is at this juncture that the authority of God was challenged. "God did not say that you would die, only that you would be like Him..."(paraphrased) It is all about God and his authority...man kind has been challenging God's right to command us ever since. It is very simple, follow God's ways and his authority and we will live. Follow anything else and we will die.�Proverbs says, "There is a way that seems right unto a man but the end thereof are ways of death".�Paul tells the early church that everything must be done decently and in order. The Papacy was established for just this purpose, to keep order. 


Paul also told the early Church that wolves would come into the church, not sparing the flock, and that they were to be on guard at all times, to be vigilant and sober because their (our) enemy the devil was like a roaring lion roaming to and fro, seeking for someone to devour. Jesus told the apostles that the authority that the Father had given to him would be given to them and it would be passed on from one generation to the next, because he would be with us until the end of the age.�More blunt and to the point. Jesus has all authority and he has it because he followed the Father's will right to the very end when he said "It is finished". This act of love and obedience gives him true authority, not the controlling power, the domination so well used by our adversary Satan.�Any man woman or child that usurps the authority of God and His church are in danger of God's wrath because this is a dangerous and divisive stance to take. Father's in the Catholic Church knew the rules of the Church before signing up. This is no different than a soldier's insubordination and subsequent court-martialling. The scriptures say "Let God be true and every man a liar". By Ron


70. Fr. Bourgeois, I applaud your honesty, courage and strength of conscience in advocating the ordination of women as Catholic Priests and your insightful and effective SOA work over the years! Fr. Bill O'Donnell was a friend and spirit priest in our lives in Oakland CA and continues to influence your work here. I am embarrassed by those in our church who fear women and deny them justice and their dignity to share their call to the priesthood. Yet, they belong to us and we need to help them along the way with prayer, forgiveness and constant action to move them to a new awareness of what the Catholic Church really is. The Holy Spirit, in all Her Wonder, smiles as you persist in your call as Prophet, Priest and King. Peace and Blessings, Boyer P. August, Ed. D. � HYPERLINK "mailto:boyerpa@pacbell.net" �boyerpa@pacbell.net�


71. How very sad that someone would be excommunicated just for thinking women should be ordained. I think if Jesus were alive today he would be saying the same thing and no doubt excommunicated also. How sick and how sad. By Paul Am Rhein


72. Paul, Jesus is alive, in us, and he is speaking out against the excommunication of the good and faithful servant Fr. Roy Bourgeois. Vatican, please listen. By James Hintenach


73. I have met Fr. Roy and I know him to be a very humble, and a deeply faith-filled man. He strives to be faithful to the moral compass inside his heart. What a wonderful world it would be if more folks followed the moral compass with which we all are blessed. The leaders within the Catholic Church seem to make their decision regarding women in the priesthood (and their negative stance on homosexual men and women as well) out of fear. It is not a doctrinal decision made out of love. The Gospel, which is the central tenets of the Catholic faith call us to be peacemakers, to live a life based on non-violence and rooted in love. I commend Fr. Roy's response to the Vatican. I know it is a hard path to follow. As a Catholic, I was not asked to leave the church because of my belief in the call of women to be ordained (or the right of homosexual men and women to live out their commitments. I left because I could no longer follow these doctrines that go directly contrary to my conscience and the message of the Gospel of Jesus, as I interpret it. It is a hard decision but following what you feel is right is not always an easy path. I pray for the leaders at the Vatican that they may have the courage to follow the Gospel and the moral compass they also possess.  By Christine Busch-Nema


74. How sad that we still want to "kill our prophets". Fr. Bourgeois is a great model for all who profess to be baptized 'priest, prophet and royal person'. Thank you Father for saying so clearly and passionately what so many of us have known in our hearts for so long. By Anonymous


75. Oh My Dear Folks, Church history is bleak indeed. It reminds me of the the earliest centuries in our blessed Church that "did away" with "Deaconesses". Just imagine the century we are living in now. We have highly educated women who can master the Homiletic presentations in grassroots parish worship services that would put to shame the feeble efforts of some of our Pastors and Associate Pastors who must feel that the Homily is a non-entity in Church life. Maybe the recent Synod will help to change this. But where is our Holy Spirit in all this? Has she/he/it given up? God help us. Dear Lord, treasure the life of Fr. Bourgeois and make his decision ring out firm and clear. Wake up Church. Wake up. Amen Murray


76. When Roy Bourgeois began his protests at the SOA I invited him to my class at St. John's University to speak to the students about what was going on over the years at SOA. The students were deeply impressed. It is time for us all who agree that there are no legitimate obstacles to women serving as priests to support Roy in his courageous and correct stance. Let us recall the words Professor Joseph Ratzinger wrote after Vatican Two in his commentary on conscience: "At the same time, for Newman, conscience represents the inner complement and limit of the church principle. Over the pope as the expression of the binding claim of ecclesiastical authority there still stands one's own conscience, which must be obeyed before all else, if necessary even against the requirement of ecclesiastical authority. This emphasis on the individual, whose conscience confronts him with a supreme and ultimate tribunal, and one which in the last resort is beyond the claim of external social groups, even of the official church, also establishes a principle in opposition to increasing totalitarianism. Genuine ecclesiastical obedience is distinguished from any totalitarian claim which cannot accept any ultimate obligation of this kind beyond the reach of its dominating will." As Archbishop, then head of the CDF and now as Pope Benedict XV1 this statement has never been repudiated by Joseph Ratzinger; it could not be, it is Catholic teaching. And it justifies Roy Bourgeois's stance on the ordination of women today. By Paul Surlis


77. Fr. Roy, you are my hero. Thank you for stand on this social justice issue. Thank you for naming the sin of sexism in our church. I pray for you and I pray for those in the Vatican. I pray that the Vatican will finally see that excluding women from ordination is just as wrong as abortion. By im4geology


78. I see no problem in discussing women ordination. If I recall correctly, Mary, the Mother of Jesus, was a disciple. Mary Magdalene was a disciple. There were other women who were considered disciples. Women in the priesthood may help to create a new and dynamic Catholic Church. By Anonymous


79. There are times in history when prophetic voices speak out against injustices that cannot any longer be ignored. Father Roy Bourgeois is that prophetic voice today. Thank you Roy for your witness. We stand with you and must also be prophetic in our response. All of us must speak out loudly, and must join together as we have joined together against the injustice of the SOA. Denying women’s' call to ordination is an injustice that must be addressed by all. It is an injustice against 50% of the world's population. The censure by the Vatican only exacerbates injustice and we must also face this down as followers of the nonviolent Jesus. May peace and justice prevail! by Bob and Adele DellaValle-Rauth


80. With love and respect, I remind Fr. Roy Bourgeois, my fellow priest, of Christ's words in Luke's Gospel; "Whoever listens to you listens to me. Whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me" (10:16). He was referring to the Church, whom we fondly refer to as "Holy Mother Church." On the day of his priestly ordination -- to which he refers in his letter to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith -- Fr. Bourgeois solemnly promised obedience to the ordaining bishop and/or his religious superiors. The Church is built on a Rock. It's been there long before us and will be there long after us. I pray Fr. Roy will not abandon our priestly brotherhood. By Gino


81. Hear, hear. While I agree with Fr. Roy on the ordination of women, he's wrong about the way he has responded. He is breaking a promise he made at his ordination. He is separately himself from a Church that needs his ministry. By Paul


82. Well I don't think like you, my brother! Holy Mother Church has also reformed as regards many human ideas which she mistook as divine. She blessed slavery for centuries and excommunicated those who taught that the Earth was not the center of the universe. Most recently, she has recanted her excommunication of Galileo.


Some argue that all this is not to the point; that it is about obedience, regardless of the error of the one demanding it. That's nonsense. It is a lazy theology that is not the long teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, but the short-sighted, anti-intellectual clap trap of people who are either afraid to think for themselves or unable.


Fr. Bourgeois is courageous, much more courageous than the people who sit in their ivory towers, afraid of repercussions for living according to their conscience, who instead throw stones from a safe distance. But of course, courage is not enough. (The September 11 hijackers had courage.) One must also have faith, hope and love. The Church exists to aid us humans in having and exercising these, and to help us to see if our thinking is outside the pale. But remember: the CDF is not the Church. Benedict XVI (may he be blessed) is not the Church. The body of believers is the Church and her leaders have a very important role, but not the final one.


There IS NO lack of vocations to the priesthood. There is a lack of recognition of whom God is calling. We are seeing (and in our case as priests, experiencing forcefully) the consequences of this lack. Things look pretty bleak on this score! Who knows where the Church will end up as a result?


We can hope. We must also speak and act. By Paul English


83. Likewise with respect, I would remind the writer of this comment of what he as a priest must surely be fully aware: that the Roman Catholic Church and its rules were many years from existence at the time of Christ's speaking; therefore, Christ was certainly not referring to the Church in the sense that the writer refers to it here. And although Father Bourgeois may have promised obedience to the ordaining bishop and the Church hierarchy, in all cases obedience to Christ and conscience--the voice of God within us--must come before obedience to any human institution, however holy it may be or deem itself to be. The Church may have been long before us and may exist long after us, but only God was there in the beginning and will be there in the end. It will not be Father Roy who abandons the priesthood if he is excommunicated; it will be the priesthood that has abandoned him. I hope with all my heart this does not happen, for the Church needs such hearts and minds and voices as his. But if it does, the Church will have shown itself a little less Christ like (and even less like a Holy Mother), Fr. Roy a little more so. And I have no doubt that Fr. Roy will continue to do great work for God in the world, with or without the sanction of the Church. By LK


84. Twisting the Gospel of Luke to justify your opinion is reprehensible. Luke was not referring to an institution which had not yet come into being. Luke was referring to his being sent by Christ. Institutions are composed of individual people who are quite capable of making errors. Individual arrogance is sinful. "There are none so blind as those who will not see". By Larry


85. Am so happy about the truth you said in your letter. Yes, the powers that be in that congregational Faith think they are God to decide absolutely and excommunicate people. They are "power conscious" that they are threatened with possibilities in the life of the Church. One with you Fr. Roy in your stance. By Anonymous


86. I am also deeply saddened by our church's threat to excommunicate Maryknoll Father Roy Bourgeois for his support of women’s ordination. 


It is truly surreal that the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith would go to such lengths regarding his support of women's ordination but it indicates so very clearly that sexism is alive and well in the Roman Catholic Church.


Silence truly is the voice of complicity as has been shown so very well in the church's terrible handling of the sexual abuse problems among clerical ranks worldwide.


Interesting, too, is the fact that not one predatory priest or bishop has been excommunicated for the horrific sexual abuse of God's children, not one single one to my knowledge. No wonder no one seems to be listening. God bless you Ray Bourgeois. Sister Maureen Paul Turlish, New Castle, Delaware � HYPERLINK "mailto:maureenpaulturlish@yahoo.com" �maureenpaulturlish@yahoo.com�


87. What a faith-filled response! What fear keeps the Church officials from recognizing the prophets? Instead, they attempt to silence them. If the question of upholding women's ordination was asked of the members of the Church, the faithful--those who remain in the midst of their pain--would all be excommunicated. Thank you, Roy, for standing for what you believe. I would be proud to stand with you. By K. Thomas


88. Fr Roy presents his case with faith and logic. God will continue to bless him no matter what the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith says or does. Jesus never ordained anyone (the Jews already having priests) but rather called us all to use the gifts we are given. How is a woman's Baptism different from her brother's? Peace to all. 


By Anonymous


89. I add my voice in support of Roy Bourgeois, whom I have known for decades. I believe history shows us that this is the pulse of progress in the Church: a courageous voice, an incredible response, a growth in the community's consciousness. God bless Roy for the courage of his heart. By � HYPERLINK "mailto:pspain@verizon.net" ��pspain@verizon.net� 


90. Any surprises here? No. The Church will continue to wither in North America without change. It will continue to lack trust of the faithful without openness.


God created perfection in his Son. Sinful man in the pride and hate (some of it self-loathing) of the clergy has allowed our route to perfection with Him in heaven to be strewn with debris. So sad people like Fr. Bourgeois must be one of its victims. By Anonymous


91. I am saddened and angered by our Church's response to this devoted priest who is simply following his conscience (as our church calls all of us to do). I pray that the Spirit of wisdom and truth come upon our church's leaders to guide them and my they follow Her lead. 


Fr. Bourgeois, may the Spirit of God continue to grow and move in you and may you know Her peace! By tonyd


93. Dear Father Roy, This cradle Catholic honors and respects you for your courage to speak out against all sin. By Ingrid Torsay


94. How many priests who sexually molested children were excommunicated? In 1624, smoking tobacco was threatened with excommunication because it led to sneezing, which too clearly resembled sexual ecstasy!! I voted for Obama-McCain...am I on the list to be excommunicated? The Roman Catholic Church is a Men Only Club....how sad. By Anonymous


95. By threatening Fr. Roy Bourgeois with excommunication I guess the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith is hoping to scare everyone who believes that there is no scriptural impediment to the ordination of women. This is a misuse of ecclesiastical power and will go down in history as a blunder -- like others that attempted to impose thought control in a time of evident change, (think the victims of anti-modernist crusade of the last century, later vindicated). If the CDF wants to be consistent, let it threaten everyone -- which will include a lot of parishioners, theologians, bishops-- who entertains these thoughts. "For our church whose leadership continues to strike out, let us pray to the Lord...Lord, Hear our prayer!" By Ted Snyder


96. In 400 years the church can issue a formal apology to Fr. Bourgeois! He is an honorable and brave man. By Anonymous


97. What mixed feelings and thoughts I have re Fr. Roy Bourgeois's position. His response is honest and truthful and reflects the integrity, depth of faith and courage he has shown for many years that has been an inspiration for many.


It will be sad to see him leave the Maryknoll order. Maryknoll has shown great respect for other faiths and cultures while practicing fundamental teachings of Christ. And I'll always remember the loving care Maryknoll sisters gave to author Penny Lernoux (who'd attempted to write more from a grassroots perspective while based in Bogota, Colombia) in her final days and honoring her with a traditional Maryknoll funeral.  By Cliff Gieseke


98. Thank you for your courage, Fr. Bourgeois! Many of us women have felt like second class citizens for many years. I love my faith, but feel that my Church is failing us. I love that you talk about right conscience because I feel that many church leaders have become caught instead in the black and white laws made by men not by God. By Anonymous


99. All my life I felt called to serve God and God's people in the church. I left the Roman communion at age 26, was welcomed into the Episcopal church and ordained 26 years ago. My ministry has been full and wonderful. God has given me the privilege of serving many, many people and thereby knowing the depths of God's grace and love. I pray for you in your struggle, which is prophetic and right. � HYPERLINK "mailto:sojourneranne@hotmail.com" ��sojourneranne@hotmail.com� Anne Duval Monahan Alexandria 100. It is a shame that our leaders do not see the injustices in our own church - they at least should write what they say - they speak of 7 sacraments. The truth is that according the Church Leaders there are 7 sacraments for men and only 6 for women. That is not a reality from God - it is a fabrication from men running the church leadership. By Anonymous


MY COMMENTS: IT SEEMS THAT ONE IN FIVE OUT OF THE FIRST ONE HUNDRED LETTERS ARE AGAINST FATHER ROY BOURGEOIS, WHICH MEANS THAT 80% ARE WITH HIM IN THE CLAMOUR FOR THE ORDINATON OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS. THAT IS ONLY TO BE EXPECTED AS THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORTER [NCR] IS A LIBERAL-DISSIDENT SITE THAT SUPPORTS THAT DEMAND. 


IT MUST BE ADDED THAT ONE FINDS A LOT OF NEW AGE AND OTHER ERRORS TOO ON THIS SITE. SO THE LOYAL CATHOLIC NEED NOT BE TOO DISCOURAGED BY WHAT HE/SHE HAS SEEN ABOVE. THE 'CHOSEN' HAVE ALWAYS BEEN A FEW.


WHAT MUST BE APPRECIATED ABOUT THE NCR IS THAT THEY PUBLISH LETTERS FROM THOSE WHO DISAGREE WITH THEIR OWN BELIEFS ON CHURCH TEACHINGS, EVEN FROM CONSERVATIVE PRIESTS WHO ARE LOYAL TO ROME AND FROM TRADITIONALISTS. WE CANNOT SAY THIS ABOUT GOOD CATHOLIC SITES LIKE KONKANICATHOLICS [QUOTED EARLIER] WHO HAVE BECOME SO CAREFUL TO TRY AND PROJECT AN IMAGE OF ORTHODOXY -- PROBABLY SO AS TO EARN GOODWILL FROM THE HIERARCHIAL ESTABLISHMENT WHICH CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR WIDER ACCEPTANCE AND NUMERICAL GROWTH -- THAT THEY CENSOR FREE SPEECH [SEVERAL RATHER EXPRESSIVE, BETTER-INFORMED OR QUESTIONING MEMBERS INCLUDING A MODERATOR HAVE BEEN EASED OUT] AT THE EXPENSE OF TRUTH, KNOWLEDGE AND INFORMATION. SUCH CONTROLS OF COURSE ARE INEFFECTIVE IN AN AGE WHEN E-INFORMATION IS FREELY AVAILABLE. AND CAN ONLY RESULT, IRONICALLY, AS IT HAS IN THE CASE OF KONKANICATHOLICS, IN THE PUBLISHING OF SOME OF THE VERY ERRORS THEY HAD CAREFULLY SOUGHT TO AVOID. AS AN EXAMPLE, PAGES 32 AND 34 ABOVE [YEAR 2006, WHEN THERE WAS NO UNREASONABLE RESTRICTION ON POSTINGS, NO ERRONEOUS POSITION] AGAINST PAGES 46, 47 [ERRORS, YEAR 2008, BY WHICH TIME HEAVY ‘MODERATION’ WAS FIRMLY IN PLACE]. 


IT WAS KONKANICATHOLICS THAT DREW MY ATTENTION TO FEMINIST SR. SHALINI D’SOUZA, PAGE 31, IN 2006, BUT IT WAS THE SAME KONKANICATHOLICS THAT PUBLISHED THE PAGE 59 ITEM FROM THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC REPORTER, AN AGENCY THEY HAVE ALWAYS STEERED CLEAR FROM BECAUSE OF ITS LIBERAL AND DISSENTING ROLE.


SIMILARLY, KONKANICATHOLICS PUBLISHED "OVERCOMING OUR PATRIARCHAL MINDSET" BY FR. CEDRIC PRAKASH, S.J. [SEE PAGE 14] IN THEIR DIGEST NO. 2202 DATED MARCH 23, 2010, A FULL TWO WEEKS AFTER IT WAS RELEASED BY FR. CEDRIC PRAKASH, S.J., CALLING AN END TO SCRIPTURE-LEGITIMATIZED MALE DOMINATION AND PATRIARCHY IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 


AN ARTICLE MIGHT BE VERY DIFFERENT FROM WHAT ITS HEADLINE READS, EXAMPLE XXV. PAGE 46


THE MODERATORS OF A SITE OF COURSE HAVE THE PREROGATIVE TO DECIDE WHAT THEY WANT TO PUBLISH OR REJECT, BUT THE PROBLEM CAN BE, AS IT IS NOW IN THE CASE OF KONKANICATHOLICS, THAT EVEN IF PUBLISHED ERRORS [AND THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL] ARE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE MODERATORS, THEY NEITHER PRIVATELY ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THE INTIMATION OF THE SAME BY THE MEMBER NOR ISSUE A CORRECTION FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE MANY MEMBERS WHO HAVE BEEN MISINFORMED OR MIS-GUIDED. I SAY THIS AFTER PROPERLY DOCUMENTING SUCH INSTANCES. HENCE THE APPRECIATION FOR THE NCR SITE. THEIR THEOLOGICAL PREJUDICES ARE WELL-KNOWN. SO ONE CANNOT BE MISLED. AND SINCE THEY PUBLISH LETTERS THAT ARE BOTH FOR AND AGAINST THE ISSUE UNDER DISCUSSION, IT ENCOURAGES A HEALTHY DEBATE FROM WHICH THE MEMBER OR VISITOR CAN ONLY BENEFIT. 


WITH REGARD TO THIS ISSUE, THE POSSIBLE EXCOMMUNICATION OF FR. ROY BOURGEOIS IN CONNECTION WITH HIS ASSOCIATION WITH WOMEN’S 'ORDINATION', ONE IS ABLE TO READ THE ARGUMENTS OF THOSE WHO BACK HIM -- MOSTLY SILLY, BASELESS AND UNINFORMED ONES FROM DISAFFECTED CATHOLICS [THERE ARE ALSO INVITATIONS TO HIM FROM PROTESTANT 'CHURCHES'] – AND THE EDUCATED RESPONSES OF CATHOLICS, INCLUDING PRIESTS, WHO ARE LOYAL TO ROME. 


IN CASE THE FAITHFUL CATHOLIC READER SAW RED [BOTH LITERALLY AS WELL AS FIGURATIVELY] WHILE READING THE LAST NINE OR TEN PAGES, I REPRODUCE ANOTHER 61 LETTERS FROM GOOD CATHOLICS IN THE FOLLOWING PAGES. BUT BEFORE THAT, JUST 5 MORE OF THE RED ONES!





A. I got this in my email today. Saddened by the lack dialoged proffered by Our Hierarchy. I ask you ALL go to this site and sign the petition and comment on this action. God be with Fr. Roy Bourgeois and us ALL.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/breakthesilence" ��http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/breakthesilence� 


Fr. Roy Bourgeois, founder of SOA Watch, has been told by the Vatican to recant his support for women's ordination or be excommunicated. Fr. Roy has decided to stand by his public support for women's equality in the church. Won't you join him and sign this petition in support of Fr. Roy and all who stand for women in the church?


Fr. Roy has written a letter to the Vatican in response to their directive (see below). He says "Conscience is very sacred....it is my conscience that compels me to do the right thing. I cannot recant my belief and public statements that support the ordination of women in our Church."


Won't you also speak up for women's equality in the church? Sign the petition now.


Help us reach our goal of 2,000 signatures before the SOA Watch vigil begins next week. We are half-way there. Sign the petition and help us reach 2,000! With hope for justice, � HYPERLINK "http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/breakthesilence" ��By� Joer 12 November, 2008 


B. Step right up, priests, religious and "laity". Fr. Roy has blazed the trail, let's join him on the road. This blog is nice but we're singing to the choir. We should all write personal letters to our own bishop, Papal Nuncio, the CDF and the Pope calling for women's ordination. Just a few weeks ago representatives from Women's Ordination Worldwide, Roman Catholic Womenpriests, & Women's Ordination Conference were in Rome demonstrating for women's ordination. The Vatican definitely knew we were there. Though the truths in Fr. Roy's letter seem obvious, the points need to be made over and over to penetrate the insulated world of our hierarchy. 





More of us, especially those who work for or serve in elected roles in parishes must risk speaking out to move the question. Thank you for your courage, Fr. Roy. Gerry Rauch Past President Women's Ordination Conference


C. Romans 16:7 "Greet Andronicus and Junia [WOMAN], my relatives and my fellow prisoners; they are prominent among the APOSTLES and they were in Christ before me."


St. Paul was chosen as an Apostle by Jesus Christ and he recognizes JUNIA, a woman, as an APOSTLE.


It can't get any clearer than that - apostolic succession was given to a woman. By Holly Wilson 


D. PLEASE CONSIDER THIS A VERY WARM AND ENCOURAGING INVITATION FOR YOU TO BECOME MORE FAMILIAR WITH THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION. THE UUA AGREES COMPLETELY WITH YOU ABOUT WOMEN IN THE PULPIT AND PEACE AND THE SOA.


WHEN ONE FINDS THAT ONE IS NOT AT HOME IN ONE SITUATION THEN CONSIDER MOVING TO ANOTHER. WE'VE BEEN THERE AND DONE THAT! YOUR FRIENDS, MARY AND PERRY PATTERSON


E. As a former Catholic [nun] sister, I want to say there is life after the Catholic Church.�After receiving dispensation for my husband's vows as an ordained Missionary [priest] and for my vows as a Missionary Sister, we married and formed a beautiful multicultural family with now 2 sons.�Of course, my husband, although a Doctor in theology, was banned from every work field that had the name Catholic (teaching, pastoral etc).�So we were very fortunate and felt it as God's gift to us that we were welcomed by and both found work in the Mennonite Church. A very committed Peace-church (not considered a church by the Vatican though).�We know that peace is one of the most important issues for the world today, so I can only support Father Roy to follow his conscience.�When I was still a religious, I wanted to become a deacon. But also that way is closed for women.�And when will married priests be considered valuable and committed Catholics?�I still value my catholic background and celebrate my faith convictions. But you ask yourself if the Hierarchy is aware of the suffering it causes to its own members. [FORMER NUN AND PRIEST]





101. The Church is a Mystery - the priesthood was male in the Old Testament and those at the first Mass- the Last Supper-were all male. It has nothing to do with worthiness - none of us are worthy of anything. Imagine Mother Teresa being a part of such disobedience. I am a gay man completely unable to be a priest - but I can be and am celibate - and have worked in soup kitchens and in my parish. Crosses are not fun - but one has to be growed up to carry one with Jesus. As Mother Teresa wrote "Jesus did as He was Told" growing up. If one wants to be disobedient - there are twenty nine thousand dominations one can run off to and do as one pleases. I understand there is a need for obedient servants in the Congo. I have patience for most everything but profoundly immature religious people. There is a lot of nonsense in this world - there could be in my life if I allowed it - or listened to disobedient Catholics. I do not. There is work to be done - souls to be saved. Self denying to do. Peter


102. I am an outsider looking in. It is astounding to see the harsh opinions written over and over by "Anonymous"... a busy fellow, or should we say "Gal?" Clif Judy


103. How funny to read all these Protestants who masquerade as Catholics coming out of the woodwork here.


For all of you who disagree with this excommunication, please, leave. You know, you wouldn't be the first, and probably not even the last. Chaps like Marty Luther and Calvin & Co. paved the way for y'all. So go join them. You belong with them. You are not Roman Catholic. And I don't care how much you cry in your soup over it - it's about time someone told you.


104. Pope John Paul the Great settled the issue of women's ordination during his pontificate. I am deeply saddened to see that this priest remains obdurate in his error, and appalled to see many fellow Catholics supporting him.


Let us pray that Fr. Bourgeois and his supporters truly followed their informed consciences before all the sacraments, except that of Reconciliation, be denied them. By Teófilo de Jesús


105. If Fr. Bourgeois is true to the Catholic faith, doctrine and teachings, the Catholic tradition and the Holy Bible, he will not promote nor support women ordination. Perhaps, other people who is "so called" Catholic should study their faith first, do their research, before judging or making any further comments.


106. If he is excommunicated he will join a large band of angels. Yes another group that cried out "non serviam." By ioannes


107. Little Bear, you said: Jesus didn't tell his Apostles that they were to demand a vow of obedience to them. St. Paul did not require it. Perhaps the phrase "oath of obedience" is not found in Scripture, but there is plenty of evidence supporting the development of such an oath.


Paul writes in his second letter to the Corinthians: "I wrote that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything." (2 Cor. 2:9) That same letter, by the way, with 1 Corinthians, deals with an excommunication of a man in a relationship with his father's wife!


In his first letter to the Thessalonians, he tells them: "But we beseech you, brethren, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work." (1 Th. 5:12-13)


Again in his second letter, he mentions something that sounds like excommunication: "If any one refuses to obey what we say in this letter, note that man, and have nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed. Do not look on him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother." (2 Th. 3:14-15) 


Please note that I agree that there should have been (and should be now) quicker action and harsher punishment for those priests and bishops who were complicit in acts of sexual abuse.


To Titus, he said: "Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for any honest work..." (Titus 3:1)


To the Hebrews, it was written: "Obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are keeping watch over your souls, as men who will have to give account. Let them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that would be of no advantage to you." (Heb. 13:17)


You can see that Paul expected to be obeyed (and he was itinerant!) and told Titus (and probably Timothy as well) to require obedience from their flocks. He explicitly told the Thessalonians to obey the men placed over them; the Hebrews (whoever they are!) were told likewise. By Jeff Pinyan


108. It is time for the Catholic Church to act on priests teaching in error and standing against the church on issues of Church Doctrine. We no longer can afford to have lukewarm priests or Bishops. Catholics are the cause for a lot of the liberal attitudes in this relativistic world. Catholics wake up and learn your faith. It is beautiful and it all makes sense once you come to understand why the church teaches what she does. The Lord promised that nothing will prevail against the church and maybe excommunication is needed in order to keep the church strong. We should all pray for the bishops and priests who dissent, maybe they will have a change of heart through the work of the Holy Spirit.


109. Us traditionalists are much greater in number (and younger) than your progressive want to believe. mark my word...Our beloved pope B16 said we would have a smaller purer church I welcome this truth. Perhaps the rest of you lemmings could jump from the barque of peter along with this soon to be excommunicated.


I welcome any of you to leave our persecuted church alone. If you don't like it...there’s the door... Quit acting like ROME is the enemy...YOU ALL ARE THE ENEMY. By paednoch


110. We are all members of a church that clearly states that women can not be priests. We must be honest with ourselves, embrace what is, work for change if necessary, but never embrace a church that might be unless the entire church, which includes the Pope and bishops move in the same direction.


The church takes centuries to change; look it took the Pope almost 500 years to agree with Galileo that the earth was round. People like Fr. Ray might be heralded as prophets, but now he finds himself irrelevant in trying to bring about change in the church.


These so called prophets for change are only looking at the church through their set of eyes. Have they really asked the serious questions? Like how would the Orthodox respond to women priests? Would the conservative wing of the church leave? More so, I am not sure if I really want these very mean spirited, very extreme leftists leading my parish. These women who want to become priests really scare me. They don't appreciate tradition, they reject the past as if the church existed in a vacuum, and most of all, their ferocity against the Pope and bishops I just find uncharitable. They look like something out of the 1960's hippie movement, and worshipping the goddess Isis or singing some type of new age hype song isn't my type of Catholicism.


These so called women priests want to re-invent everything; undo our sacred canons and traditions, change our scriptures, and change completely the entire structure of the church. They even tried to change the nature and identity of the Trinity. What's next: the death and resurrection of Jesus?


NCR has done a very good job reminding us just what these women priests want to do because they have been advocating it for the past 40 years.


No, this is not the church that I want to raise my family in. I rather be a part of the church of the Apostles that remains faithful to its core beliefs, practices and traditions.


Unfortunately, Fr. Ray wants to be a part of something that will never be, and now he finds himself outside of her structure. He made that choice, did so with thought and counsel, and now he must face its consequences.


111. "These so called prophets for change are only looking at the church through their set of eyes. Have they really asked the serious questions? Like how would the Orthodox respond to women priests? Would the conservative wing of the church leave? More so, I am not sure if I really want these very mean spirited, very extreme leftists leading my parish. These women who want to become priests really scare me. They don't appreciate tradition, they reject the past as if the church existed in a vacuum, and most of all, their ferocity against the Pope and bishops I just find uncharitable. They look like something out of the 1960's hippie movement, and worshipping the goddess Isis or singing some type of new age hype song isn't my type of Catholicism.


These so called women priests want to re-invent everything; undo our sacred canons and traditions, change our scriptures, and change completely the entire structure of the church. They even tried to change the nature and identity of the Trinity. What's next: the death and resurrection of Jesus?"


What on Earth are you talking about? Have you ever met one? I've met women who wish to be priests, some who become Episcopalian to fulfill that calling, and not one was anything like that. "Change the nature and identity of the Trinity"?! Are there some people who'd do that? I'm sure, somewhere; but it's not all women, or even most women, who want to be priests.


Whether you agree with ordination of women or not, this comment is so utterly offensive and out of touch with reality that it's hard for one to take the rest of your argument seriously. By Rose


112. I am not at all surprised that this is coming from a U.S. priest. If they can experiment with the liturgy, nothing will stop them from going astray from the Magisterium. Rev. Bourgeois's enthusiasm will be better served in the Protestant and Anglican congregations, lest more Catholic churches are closed. By Stephen Tang


113. WOW! You seem to have in your possession the scriptural reference wherein JESUS chooses a woman to be part of the twelve apostles? Please, share your insight with the world.  By Francis


114. "Having an all male clergy implies that men are worthy to be Catholic priests, but women are not". I'm a Catholic priest, but never have thought God has called me because I was worthy! Since the beginning of my call, I’ve been believing priesthood was a completely gratuitous gift, bestowed on me by God more for the edification of the church than for my own sanctification.�Priesthood is not a fundamental 'religious right', because it is not necessary to respond to the universal and fundamental vocation to be an adoptive son of God, which is the end of our life (cf. Ephesians 1, 3ff).�I fear, not rarely, in this call for women priesthood there is implied the idea that priesthood is a right and another kind of power, so women in the Church has the right to share it with man, as it happens in many provinces of social, political, economic activities.�Theological questions should be asked and faced in a theological perspective, and not in a social and merely anthropological one.�I agree about the role of conscience, but referring to the conscience of a baptized man or women, I would add the adjective 'Christian' to qualify its nature, role and operations. Maybe that would mean not just an external added brand... John Henry Newman has something to say on that. By maceri


115. For those ignorant about sacramental theology, matter matters. The Church has stalwartly upheld the teaching of Jesus throughout its history concerning the matter appropriate to the priesthood, males only, and has supported this teaching with precise and unimpeachable principles through its Scriptural writing and magisterial teaching. Therefore, no one who supports the ordination of women to the priesthood is faithful to Catholic teaching; they clearly do not believe what the Church teaches. Thus, they have already excommunicated themselves from Christ and his Church, following mere human philosophy and tradition, rather than the teaching of the Christ and his Church.


The Church is bound to confirm, retain and uphold all that Christ taught. She is not free to alter, let alone contradict, his teaching. The Church was established by Christ with his teaching authority placed in the hands of the successors of the Apostles in collegiality with the successor of Peter as their head and as the head of all humanity in matters of faith and morals. Christ did not make a mistake in so placing his authority in these shepherds. He is God. He does not make mistakes.


Rejecting the teaching of Christ and his Church and violating one’s vows will never be the subject of honor and exaltation in the kingdom of God such as we see in so many of the comments here. If Father Bourgeois seeks to support such teaching, he can stop pretending to be Catholic and find a home in some Lutheran, Episcopalian or Anglican ecclesial community, that is to say, with those with whom he shares the same faith.


Excommunication is directed toward correcting the sinner. If Father Bourgeois is too blind to see his sin and its affect on others, if he is too obstinate to repent and reform, then he must be made aware of the seriousness of such sin and obstinacy. If he has any real love for Christ and his union with him through the sacramental life of the Church, then he will take the appropriate steps to rethink and reform his position of open and notorious dissent and humbly assent to the teaching of Christ as it is maintained by the teaching authority of his Church. My hope is that he and all who so oppose the Church's authority in such matters will humble themselves and accept the wisdom and sovereignty of Christ and his teaching. Pax X By Barry


116. Of what good has women ordination contributed to Protestantism or to the priesthood? Negligible. Charles


117. Roma locuta, causa finita - St Augustine of Hippo. By Bryan Dunne


118. Sorry Roy! You seem to have left out many other factors which speak against the ordination of women to the Catholic priesthood. Conscience is just one of the factors, my brother, but it is not the only one. Apart from that, it is really a properly formed conscience which must be brought into play. I refer you to your textbooks on Moral Theology, dear Roy, a re-read may do you a world of good. By John B.


119. I don't get it. Many commenters say their conscience is violated and want no part of such a Church. So why don't they just join a Church that teaches what they believe such as the Episcopal Church- like Anne Monahan did. Caveat Emptor: all is not paradise in a Church that happens to ordain women. You might want to check out the divisions currently wracking the Episcopal Church and worldwide Anglican communion. By Todd


120. As a Catholic, senior citizen and catechist for over five years, I am concerned that women 'feel' they are being called by God to the priesthood.�It is very dangerous to make decisions by feelings. I have long ago learned to test the spirits - not all are from God. Who has the Mind of God, who really can say they know His will? It is very presumptuous of women to desire this priestly ministry. Much can be done and needs to be done by our women setting good examples in the home, nurturing their children, teaching, nursing, and very importantly, ministering to the poor and homeless, if at all possible. I believe this is further disintegration of our society, fulfilling our own desires, not ever really knowing the Will of God, certainly not feeling they are being 'called'. Much prayer is needed for all society - and women can be wonderful praying ministers. That we can and should do - PRAY - don't be self seeking, puffed up, believing your will is the Will of God. By Jane Battle


121. The willingness to listen is indeed very important. And it works both ways. I wonder when the last time was that Fr. Roy and his Catholic supporters have truly, openly and honestly listened to the teaching of the Magisterium, especially on issues which challenge what they believe. By Fr. A.


122. It would seem from comments that many people here have similarly left the Catholic Church along with Fr. Roy. Denigrating the Pope and the hierarchy, dismissing Church teaching in hopes that someday what you don't like will change. Well guess what there are a lot of people who feel the same way you do, they are called Protestants. The Catholic Church is not, never has been a democracy. Several of the comments are derogatory toward the Pope and the Bishops. Well the Pope is the Vicar of Christ. He is Jesus’ representative on Earth. It's been that way ever since He placed Peter at the head of the Church and left him with the command "what you bind on Earth will be bound in Heaven and what you loose on Earth will be loosed in Heaven." By ioannes


123. Look. The solution to those "Catholics" who yearn for women priests, gay marriage, and the total repudiation of 2000 years of orthodoxy is simple, join the Anglican communion. In the Anglican communion, Fr. Roy, would finally be able to live out his desires that were stifled in the Catholic Church. The Catholic Church will NEVER, EVER change! Those who seek to transform the Church will continue to end up on the losing end of an un-winnable war. If you want imitation priests and gay marriage, the Anglican Communion wants you, and would welcome heretical Catholics with open arms. By Pat


124. I would encourage the Father to consider the Anglican communion. He could be ordained in the Anglican tradition (Episcopal). Many Catholics who cannot continue with this argument have moved. I think he has done the right thing and I would encourage him to know the movement will continue. He has made a huge step and I think it's only the beginning... Thank you Father, for having a conscience. And for listening to it. By Interested Anglican


125. Fr. Roy, don't let the door hit ya on the way out! 


As a young member of Generation X, I am truly disgusted with the comments on here from the dying, greying, hippies of the 60's and 70's. 


If you think the Church is just a "good ol' boy's club"....THEN LEAVE! There is a church for you in the Episcopal Church! That church is dying on the vine because of its "progressive" anything-goes leanings. They ordain men, woman, gays, you name it, and they are STILL DYING and have no vocations. 


GET REAL, FOLKS! The Church is NOT ABOUT YOU! It's about JESUS CHRIST! Put your stubborn ego and pride away and embrace the teachings that Jesus gave.


It's wonderful how at every World Youth Day I attended, this kind of crap isn't present and the young people DON'T SUPPORT! We LOVE our Church and SUPPORT THE POPE! 


Again, you dissenters do not speak for me or the greater majority of young Catholics...so get a life and join the Episcopal Church. We don't want any Fr. Roys or Earth Mother Joans (Chitty-chitty-bang-bang Chittisters) in our Church! 


It's good to know that your 'movement' is already dead and ya'll won't be around much longer to spread your hatred towards the Church! By A YOUNG ROMAN CATHOLIC


126. If JESUS wanted women priests HE would have chosen them. HE did not. All is not lost however; the Anglican church is ordaining women as we speak! You can even be a lesbian! So instead of moaning about it, lets all leave Rome and head for London! The Church of England is calling heretical Catholics this day, answer the call!


127. To Fr. Roy and others like him....JOIN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. If you hate the Church so much...just leave! Stop bashing the Church that I love!


128. If I had to choose between Fr. Roy and the Pope, I'll go with the successor of Peter every time. I hope and pray that my fellow Catholics, including Fr. Roy, do the same. By John


129. "Satan, get behind me". Appropriate words for all those "progressive" wackos I'm reading above.


Please, you heretics, go join the Protestants where you'll be welcome. You are a disgrace pretending to be Catholics while you disparage our bishops and our traditions and our teachings. Go away. You are not welcome.


And if it bothers you so much, then good. Either repent and return, or get over it and leave. By abe


130. 32,000 heretical Protestant sects to choose from and you willful toads can't find one with Priestesses to conform to your bizarre desire to a state that even the Blessed Virgin didn’t aspire to. Leave now it is long overdue, you won't be missed. The one infallible teaching of Pope John Paul II was that the church doesn’t have the ability to ordain women to the priesthood. Clear enough? By Andrew E. Malone


131. TO ALL OF YOU IN FAVOR OF F. ROY:


IF YOU TRULY SUPPORT EVERYTHING HE'S SAID AND DONE, YOU HAVE NO MORALLY DEFENSIBLE CHOICE BUT TO PUT YOUR MONEY WHERE YOUR MOUTH IS... AND ACCOMPANY HIM IN HIS EXCOMMUNICATION.


ANYTHING LESS THAN THIS WOULD BE HYPOCRITICAL.


HENCE, HERE'S WHAT ANY COURAGEOUS, PROPHETIC, AND DISGUSTED UPRIGHT CHRISTIAN LIKE YOU SHOULD DO THE SUNDAY FOLLOWING F. ROY'S EXCOMMUNICATION: 


DON'T SHOW UP IN ANY OF THOSE SEXIST, FEAR-ORIENTED, BOY-DOMINATED, PEDOPHILE-TOLERATING, BACKWARD-LOOKING WHITE-MAN PARISHES.


INSTEAD, BE EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT, VOTE WITH YOUR FEET, AND TEACH THEM A LESSON WITH YOUR BULGING WALLETS!!


GO, JOIN F. ROY, AND ESTABLISH ONCE AND FOR ALL, WITH THE AUTHORITY OF YOUR INFINITE INDIGNATION, A REAL "HUMANE", "COMPASSIONATE", "JUST" "MERCIFUL", "PROPHETIC", "PROGRESSIVE", "DIALOGICAL", "COURAGEOUS", "EGALITARIAN", "SPIRITUAL" CHURCH.


YOUR POSTS IN THIS PAGE COMMIT YOU TO NOTHING LESS THAN THIS.


I'M SURE YOU'LL LIVE UP TO YOUR MORAL COMMITMENTS.


132. I just don't understand why so many of you praise this priest. He went against the teaching of the Church, thus, creating confusion. Christ created the Catholic church not us. Thus, we cannot change the doctrine of the church. 


Fr. Roy knew what to expect when he became a priest. If he does not like it he should removed himself from the Catholic Church.


We are living in dangerous times where the clergy seems to clam up on important issues such as abortion, same sex marriage, embryonic stem cells, euthanasia etc...And many Catholics seem to think that they could pick and choose what the church teaches and I call this cafeteria Catholicism. We either obey everything what the church teaches or we leave it. We are not force to stay in the church. Also, it seems that many think it's a democratic vote on these issues, majority rules I beg to defer. Good is evil and evil is good, truth is being replace with lies.


We must beg for God's forgiveness. May Almighty God have mercy on us.


133. Fr. Bourgeois writes: I believe our Catholic Church’s teaching on this issue is wrong


And this brings him to a confrontation. The Catholic Church claims to have been instituted by Jesus Christ. It claims to be, as a community, His presence in the world, protected by God from teaching error about matters of faith. 


So if the Catholic Church really is a false teacher on this grave matter, then it is a fraud from top to bottom, and a conscientious person who seeks God should say "go in peace" and walk away. To strive to remain in such circumstances -- that seems to lack integrity.


I hope and pray that Fr. Bourgeois will realize that the Church really is the Church, and that to reject Her teaching is the way of the arrogant, not the way of the peacemaker. By RC


134. The big clue here is the claim to private experience. If someone claims they are being duped by the leaders of the church and claim those entrusted with the public revelation of Jesus Christ does not match what your experience tells you, reason dictates this is just another error. I hope father realizes his private ideas don't trump the teachings of Christ. Conscience is important always, but it’s got to match beyond what is in your own head. By Edward Hamilton


135. His letter reeks of rank Protestantism and the anarchy of its private judgment. Very common today, of course, under our dictatorship of relativism. May he repent or be excommunicated post haste. His cancerous ilk must be driven out. By Augustine


136. Dear Father Roy, welcome to the darkness of excommunication from the organized system of the Roman Catholic Church. You will discover that God is calling you to serve in a new way. The Holy Spirit will show you how. God bless you and she has blessed me. Former Priest excommunicated! Christopher Breen


137. As the bitter fruits of Vatican II continue to destroy the moral and spiritual fabric of society, we can plainly see that Mr. Bourgeois (that's right, "Mr.", since it is doubtful that he is even a valid priest) is yet another victim of pervasive liberalism. Contrary to what he says, scripture and canon law are plain concerning the place of women in the Church, as can be seen below from the Catholic Encyclopedia. To those women who claim they are being called to the priesthood, I'm sure you are correct; however it is Satan doing the calling, not God.


WOMEN IN CANON LAW�In religious and moral matters, the common obligations and responsibilities of men and women are the same. There is not one law for a man and another for a woman, and in this; of course, the canons follow the teachings of Christ. Women, however, are not capable of certain functions pertaining to religion. Thus, a woman is not capable of receiving sacred orders (cap. Novae, 10 de poen.). Certain heretics of the early ages admitted females to the sacred ministry, as the Cataphrygians, the Pepuzians, and the Gnostics, and the Fathers of the Church in arguing against them declare that this is entirely contrary to the Apostolic doctrine. Later, the Lollards and, in our own time, some denominations of Protestants have constituted women ministers. Wycliffe and Luther, who taught that all Christians are priests, would logically deny that the sacred ministry must be restricted to the male sex. In the early Church, women are sometimes found with the title bishopess, priestess, deaconess, but they were so denominated because their husbands had been called to the ministry of the altar. There was, it is true, an order of deaconesses, but these women were never members of the sacred hierarchy nor considered such. St. Paul (1 Corinthians 14:34) declares: "Let women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted them to speak, but to be subject, as also the law saith. But if they would learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is a shame for a woman to speak in the church". The Apostle also says that in the church "ought the woman to have a covering over head, because of the angels" (1 Corinthians 11:10). It is not allowed to women, however learned and holy, to teach in monasteries (cap. Mulier, 20 de consec.). Ministering at the altar, even in a subordinate capacity, is likewise forbidden. A decree says: "It is prohibited to any woman to presume to approach the altar or minister to the priest" (cap. Inhibendum, 1 de cohab.); for if a woman should keep silence in church, much more should she abstain from the ministry of the altar, conclude the canonists. By Traditional Catholic


138. What happened to Fr. Bourgeois' oath of obedience? It seems as if his pride has gotten in the way; and he would rather risk going to Hell than swallow his pride and submit to the authority he swore an oath to obey.


139. There are plenty of "independent catholic" churches out there -- with apostolic succession, incense, bells, vestments and all -- who teach what F. Roy is teaching. Since he believes that the Roman Catholic Church has been hijacked by a FALSE teaching on the priesthood and since these other "independent catholic" churches are teaching what, in his view, is the TRUE teaching about the priesthood then, faithful to his conscience as he is and courageous, prophetic, and filled by the Spirit as he's seen to be he should abandon the Church that teaches "false" doctrine, and embrace the church that teaches "true" doctrine. As simple as that. That's the only thing an honest person would do.


All those who support F. Roy should follow his teaching and join the "independent catholics".


Excommunication is just a charitable way devised by the "false" Church to help him--and all of you who claim to support him--make up your minds and join those "true" church(es) out there who teach what you already believe.


140. Jesus selected his Apostles, ordained them priests, and commissioned them. Who was closer to him, knew him better than his Apostles, and accepted his Divine Will without questioning, grumbling, or arguing -- "Son, why can't I be one of your Apostles? I want to be a priest, Son. I am most worthy. Make me a priest, now. More than any other human person -- including his male Apostles -- why did Jesus not [? fail to] ordain his most humble, most pure, most obedient, most worthy and deserving ever-Virgin Mother, Mary? 


Was Jesus thereby a bigot? Was He simply stubborn and wrong-headed? Or was he simply stupid? Should Jesus be excommunicated for his daffy "error"?  R.W., Assoc. Prof, English & Humanities, Pensacola Junior College, The Milton Campus, Milton, FL


141. What happened to the fidelity to the Church?! I am reading all of these comments and seeing a plethora of disdain for the Magesterium. What has happened to the American Catholic Church? Have we really come so far for ourselves that we no longer need the hierarchy that has continuously led the Church for 2000 years? This situation sickens me. This priest needs to be excommunicated. Men are called to the priesthood. Christ called only men to be his apostles. It's not oppression, it is fact! By Daniel Dempsey


142. From one viewpoint: Obedience to Church teachings is ancient history nowadays. Today, sadly, no-one including many priests and many bishops have any respect for the principle of obedience, though most of them vow obedience when they are being ordained. One wonders what anyone can see in the views of such persons who cannot even obey the basic requirements of their calling.�From another viewpoint: Our rights prevail over everything. Today, according to some writers, because women feel called, they should be ordained, if not, the Church hierarchy is sexist. What happens tomorrow, when children feel called to be ordained? Why should we deny them? The principle of equality should apply to all, should it not? No doubt, this is stretching the picture a bit, but look at what’s happening to the arguments by proponents of the homosexual agenda. First it was man-man/woman-woman, then it was why not man-beast/woman-beast and can you see any limit anywhere? That type of argument is self propagating.... May God grant us wisdom. We need it sorely, in our times. By Joseph D


143. I read the opening lines of Fr Bourgeois' letter and choked right there. Whether someone (anyone) "feels" a "call" to the priesthood is completely irrelevant, even nonsense. Since when did the fathers of the church ever talk this way? One is "called" to the priesthood when the bishop "calls", and not before. You may be blessed to study, but if he does not wish to ordain you, then you will remain an educated layman. The priesthood is not a "goal" of "self-fulfillment" but a ministry in the church. Bourgeois' statement that "conscience ... compels women in our Church to say they cannot be silent and deny their call from God to the priesthood" is pure, feel-good, self-help nonsense, and he should immediately desist!


Even more, it is completely irrelevant whether "scholars, canon lawyers and many faithful Catholics who have studied and pondered the Scriptures ... have concluded that there is no justification in the Bible for excluding women from the priesthood." If you look at the basis of their studies and conclusions, they are ALWAYS entirely based on analyses of power and politics. No real investigation of theology has been conducted. But politics-- however correct those analyses may be, on their own level-- is simply *not* theology!


All ancient cultures except the Jews had female priesthoods (vestal virgins are a commonly known Roman example). The Jews were unusual in not having one. Do we know why a female priesthood was never part of revelation? Have we really even thought about why Jesus is a male-- what the implications are, what existential structures his maleness would be part of, and which in turn are constellated by this primary fact about the Bridegroom of the Church? Or do we leap to conclusions about "male power", and about how "no one would have listened to a woman" in those days, only to dismiss such assumptions as "unjust"? Regardless of real injustices towards women in history, is the *theology* of the Church really that of the Taliban? Have we really thought about why the one, undivided Church has simply *never* ordained women, or do we simply *assume* it has always been neither less nor more than because of some silly construct like "male exclusivity"? And does this not simply mask our failure to think about the matter deeply-- because, as we all know, women today "feel" a "call" to the priesthood, which must be justified at any cost, so that they may "fulfill" themselves?


Balderdash. But-- having said all that-- it does seem like excommunication is an awfully big step. Normally, in the canons of the early ecumenical councils, presbyters guilty of serious breach are only deposed, not excommunicated. Direct excommunication of a presbyter seems draconian, but I guess Rome feels the heat and wants to be clear. But it seems to me that there should be steps before taking extreme measures.


144. Fr. Roy made a solemn vow of obedience when he was ordained a priest of the Catholic Church. Church Tradition on the male priesthood was upheld by Pope John Paul II in 1994 and made part of the doctrine of the Church. By his very vocal public stand in favour of women's ordination, Fr. Roy no longer adheres to Church doctrine thereby ex-communicating himself from the Church. The Vatican is only formalizing the process of excommunication. Rather than PROUDLY standing firm, Fr. Roy needs to show HUMILITY and submit FREELY to Church teaching. That's the best example he can give to thousands who look up to him: he should know that the PROUD will not inherit the Kingdom of God. By Jim


145. First, I would just like to say that I am a young woman (an undergraduate in college) who is Catholic (a convert from Lutheranism) who is active in the movement of the SOA Watch, and am greatly inspired by Fr. Roy and the things that he has done.


Now that I have stated that, I would now like to say that I do not agree that women should ever be Priests. Women have a very special calling to be Mothers. 


This does not exclude women who are part of religious communities... look at Mother Teresa! However, I ask if excommunication is really the answer. He did not personally ordain this woman, he just gave the Homily. I know many of you speak badly about the Church, but if you study history, the Church, since the time of Jesus, has faced scrutiny. I am not saying that it is right that Priests who molest children or Bishops that cover that up should go without punishment, but lets face it, this doesn't just happen in the Catholic Church. Many other churches, including the Episcopalian, Lutheran, Non-Denominational, etc. have also had similar cases. I pray that women never become Priests... that the Church upholds the Doctrine. You all cannot blame my beliefs on sexism... I am a woman. As I said before, women have a greater calling than that of Priesthood, we are called to be like our Sacred Mother Mary, to accept God's calling to do so. 


Fr. Roy, you will be in my prayers, I still believe in what you stand for and you are a strong Christian and Catholic figure in my life. We do not agree on this issue, but no one should be denied the Sacraments because of a personal belief. Pax, A Catholic Woman AGAINST Women Priests


146. Brothers and Sisters, As a young Catholic (I am 19), I am extremely humbled to belong to the Church that loves Jesus and seeks to do His will in all circumstances. I am passionate in my love for Jesus as well as in my love for His Bride, the Church. I will be the first to admit that in issues regarding my Beloved and His Bride, my emotions tend to run high. That does not, however, give me permission to speak disrespectfully about other ecclesial communities, regardless of the differences in theology and in practices. After reading these comments, it appears that there is a great deal of disrespect for our Protestant brothers and sisters taking place here, as well as disrespect for our Catholic brethren, in particular for members of the clergy.


While it is true that there have been abuses amongst members of the clergy, it is important to remember that every human person is capable of sin and thus, the sin of one priest or even of many priests is not the sin of all priests. We are so blessed to have many, many holy priests and bishops working tirelessly to defend Christ and His Bride. Instead of blaming the whole of the clergy for the sins of some, please, let us join together in prayer for our priests and bishops that they may stay true to their vows and fall deeper in love with Christ and the Church.


Finally, I would like to encourage all who believe that the Church is filled with men unwilling to release their "power" over the brethren by not allowing women to be ordained to not degrade the role women do have in the Church. Through the vocations of religious life and consecrated virginity, women make contributions to the Church by helping to instruct the faithful members of Christ's Church. If it were not for many holy nuns and lay ministers, Catholic education, for example, would not be as strong as it is in many places. Christ calls women to be His little spouses through the vocation of religious life; what a beautiful gift He offers to women!


My brothers and sisters, let us glorify Christ in obedience to Him and to His Church, even when we do not understand all that He asks of us. "Being found in human form [Christ] humbled himself and became obedient unto death" (Philippians 2:8). Jesus humbled Himself to be obedient, even unto death; may we follow Him unceasingly with joyful hearts. By Bertilla


147. Why, oh why, can one not accept that the Church has spoken definitively and authoritatively on this matter? There is no room for further debate. Will Fr. Bourgeois follow his own "conscience" (i.e., pride), or will he follow in Faith, no matter how his human frailty or Satan might tempt him, and accept what the Church, in its supreme teaching authority, has said is conclusive? By Todd


148. Joan M. Ferrante said: There is much scholarship now that indicates Christ did not choose men as disciples, that most of his followers and supporters were women, and that women officiated in various roles in the early church before the male hierarchy took over and excluded them.


What scholarship is that? When did this male hierarchy take over? Was Jesus really a woman? Or real at all? Care to support any of your claims?


I suppose this means that virtually the complete New Testament is fraudulent. By Jeff Pinyan


149. Do people know what "excommunication" means?


An ecclesiastical censure by which one is more or less excluded from communion with the faithful. It is also called anathema, especially if it is inflicted with formal solemnities on persons notoriously obstinate to reconciliation. Some excommunicated persons are vitandi (to be avoided), others tolerati (tolerated). No one is vitandus unless that person has been publicly excommunicated by name by the Holy See, and it is expressly stated that the person is "to be avoided," Anyone who lays violent hands on the Pope is automatically vitandus. 


In general, the effects of excommunication affect the person's right to receive the sacraments, or Christian burial, until the individual repents and is reconciled with the Church. In order for an excommunication to take effect, the person must have been objectively guilty of the crime charged.


It does not mean he's "kicked out of the Church" or no longer a priest. Excommunication is a penalty which is imposed to motivate the person to repent for the action which resulted in the excommunication.


And while we're at it... do people plan on re-defining "Catholic" so that it means whatever they want, so long as it includes them? You can't say "I don't think Jesus is really God, but I'm Catholic"; you can't say "I don't think the Eucharist is the Real Presence of Jesus, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, but I'm Catholic". Well, you can call yourself Catholic, but unless you believe the Catholic faith, you're not Catholic.  By Jeff Pinyan


150. You know what i am really tired of???? 'Catholics' who have nothing better to do than to make it their mission in life to divide the Church. Kind of like that 'catholic' group 'catholics for Obama'�The Church is what it is and the Teachings are the Teachings. �Don't agree? LOTS and LOTS of other churches out there from which to choose. I am sorry this priest can't see beyond his ego to obey the Holy Father. Get over yourself everyone. Be Catholic or don't. Easy peasy ;-) By lisajulia


151. I don't understand the disobedience I see spouted in the comments here and by this "Priest". If you don't like the Catholic Church, why not just LEAVE? Why ruin the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church with your heresy and dissent? I am a woman, a convert, and manage to study and actually BELIEVE all that the Church teaches. Certainly if I didn't, I wouldn't join or I would find a place to join that I DID believe in. It's like joining a Golf Club and deciding you don't like Golf and insisting that everyone at the Club has to only play Tennis now. Makes NO sense. I'll pray for you all, that the scales be lifted from your eyes that you may see the Truth that God teaches us through the Church. By Jennifer


152. I guess what I don't understand is this; If you don't want to be Catholic than don't be Catholic. Catholic's don't believe in women becoming priests. Why than do people want to be a part of something they don't totally faithfully believe in? Start another religion just like Martin Luther did when he didn't agree with what our awesome Catholic Church was teaching. Don’t be a part of something you don't believe in! And to me...it sounds like you don't believe in my church if you believe that women should be priests.


153. As a woman and a traditional Roman Catholic, I must express my opinion. I have noticed since 1962 and Vatican 11, that our One Holy Roman Catholic church has deteriorated more and more each and every year. That is why there is a shortage of priests. You so called Catholics are doing your will and other peoples will, not the will of God. Dust off your bibles and read them. God said "that no woman should speak in church but to be silent". My loyalty is to God and yours should be also, not to priests like Fr. Bourgeois or to your own pride. Those of you who are unhappy with our church, please leave. There are other denominations with women ministers that should make you happy. Do not keep trying to destroy the true church and her laws. When I read or hear comments that are negative to our church, I get great comfort in the words our Lord spoke "Peter, thou art the rock, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not prevail against it!


154. Why couldn't you stick to One True Thing? We are the servants, not authors of doctrine. By Judy Ruland


155. "Blessed are you Simon, Son of Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock, I will build my Church, and the gates of the Netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give to you the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you bind on Earth shall be bound in Heaven; and whatever you loose on Earth, shall be loosed in Heaven." (Matthew 16:13-20)


Jesus did not say this to his Mother Mary or any other of his mentioned female Disciples. He entrusted the Church to his male Apostles. 


Submit to the authority of the Church conferred by Christ or fall into heresy as many others before you have. I shall pray that you do not. I beg you, remain obedient to the Magisterium and your vows. By Hammer of Heresy


156. [See No. 17] "I feel confident in asserting that Fr. Bourgeois is not even a little confused. As an educated person, talented writer and orator, and a priest who has gathered hundreds of thousands of people over 20 years to stand with the oppressed and speak truth to power, I think he knows what he is doing and saying."


Your confidence is misplaced. Educated and charismatic Christians are not a priori free from confusion and pride. Priests aren't either.


"Labeling him as 'intellectually pointless' or 'reckless,' and asserting that he does this out of ego or pride is just slander"


His letter IS intellectually pointless indeed. Packed with the slogans of the age. And his actions have been--and continue to be--reckless.


"It seems ironic to suggest that HE is the one stubbornly staying the course. We are not in the 50s anymore."


The 50s? :) Did you mean the 40s, 30s, 20s, 10s? Or perhaps the 1800s, 1700s, 1600s? Or maybe the 400s, 300s, or 200s? But fortunately we're back in track. We're not in the 70s anymore.


"Jesus denied his religious authorities when they did not look upon the face of every human as an equal and valued child of God"


Irrelevant to the point we're discussing. If you fail to see this, you think like the world, and not like Christ's Church.


"I pray the leaders of our Church accept and respect the voice of a prophet..."


You want a prophet? Take John Paul II.


157. Dear F. Roy,


Here are a few comments on your letter to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith:


1. This is not “our” Church. This is His Church.


2. The legitimate authorities of the Church “you love” have decided the issue of female "ordination" in legitimate exercise of their charisms and attributions. Unfortunately, your actions tell us that you are willing to privately and publicly accept only those decisions you happen to agree with--regardless of the lack of legitimacy of such an act by a priest, and of the limitations of your own charisms and attributions.


3. Vocation is not about “feeling” called by God. This is true for men and women alike.


4. In view of: �- The constant practice and tradition of the One Church (which are much larger than current North Atlantic discussions),�- Current theological scholarship (which is more diverse than the scholars you happen to have in mind),�- The pronouncements of the Magisterium,�Your following statement is arrogant at best: “I believe our Catholic Church’s teaching on this issue is wrong and does not stand up to scrutiny.”


5. Your apparent inability to rise above our current historical moment and imagine a situation in which God would choose men for the priesthood seems to imply that it is easier for you to understand the spirit of this age than the inscrutable will of God as it is expressed in His Church.


Unfortunately, the last two-thirds of your letter are pure demagogy, obviously meant for your U.S. followers and those who think like them, and not for the professionals of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.


Sincerely, M. Aliaga


158. Where did this priest learn argument if at all? The issue of excommunication of sexual abusers is a red herring. They weren't saying what they were doing was right, and arguing that the church should change its views on the morality of sexual abuse of minors. They were sinners. They sinned. We all do, and we can go to confession and be forgiven. But to act in contradiction of the church, and argue that it, not you, is wrong is not the same. It is apostasy and Protestantism. Fr. Bourgeois, I am sure there's an Episcopal church that would love to have you preach to its dwindling membership. By JPM


159. Dear All, I stumbled upon this site looking for something else, but felt compelled to share.


I was away from the Church for a number of years. During those years, self-centered seeking and following my "conscious" reigned in my life. I thought I was so "enlightened". I have been told I am an intelligent, strong, talented and insightful woman. These opinions of me drove me in many directions that, with my "informed" conscious, during that time, drew me ever closer to what Satan wanted me to believe about myself and my personhood...1) that he did not exist and 2)that the Catholic Church was everything that has been said negatively about her in these posts. Funny. Except that it is not funny. 


I have come across, too numerous to mention, self-professed intellectuals (thinking they were humble, many of them professors or free-thinking gurus)who could tickle the ears of anyone who was so open or disposed due to long time immersion in "self" or due to meditative techniques that leave one completely open to suggestion. Or, who haven't known what to do with or about the teachings of the Church - which Christ Himself established - that they can't quite agree with. 


What I found, and please I beg you to endure my soapbox, was that all of the ideologies that I used to hold to, almost all of which have been expressed by those in support of Fr. Roy here and in denigrating the Church, were illusions, deceits or emotional tangents that I indulged in because I was buying into falsehoods and because I lacked a true understanding of the Church's teachings or authentic Church history itself. 


I was under the surface a tough cookie. I didn't want, as a woman, to be told I couldn't do anything. But, then I realized it wasn't about that. It was all about the freedoms and rights to all of the ideologies that I was convincing myself I had been denied because I had belonged to a stifling Church. 


The other faiths out there - all of the eastern faiths and practices, they were so far beyond the Catholic faith, they opened up all new worlds that I had never been exposed to. 


Our Church, now, has been inundated by these ideologies, so much so that we are allowing them to creep into our medical establishments - with nurses and religious and others performing "Reiki" and "Healing Touch" on unsuspecting patients. There is no way in the small amount of time they have to explain what they are doing, that they can give the true details of the origins of those practices! Many of them don't even know themselves. Hence, uninformed participation many times by good solid Catholics. 


Many of these "practitioners" are so convinced in what they are doing because they believe they are getting spiritual confirmation to the good of what they are doing because they are wanting to help these people and because they are having spiritual and other experiences that are supposedly confirming it for them. How does this all relate??? Because it is based on "it FEELS good and right, so it has to be so"!!! Interesting!!! This is how I felt. 


I was so intrigued by the physiological things I was experiencing and the supernatural "spiritual" things I thought I was experiencing that it had to be good and right! But, I was to learn that I was so wrong. And it was the Lord himself who finally took me by my spiritual high-horse and lovingly, but firmly showed me that what I was about to learn and discover was that the Catholic Church that He had established and entrusted to the Apostles was EVERYTHING it says it is because He gave it the authority to do so and exist as so. 


We read and we read and we read and we study and we study, but unless we are studying the correct information we can still be in the wrong in our ideological thinking. So many of the folks that I now talk to who have so many "issues" with Church teaching, don't really know or understand what it truly teaches - even ones who have studied it for so many years!! There is an arrogance about how they speak and an unrelenting lack of interest in listening to anyone who does not confirm or contradicts what they already have become convinced of is right. 


It took me (because the pull of the false ideologies was so strong - and who is behind the falsehoods??? The one that many are convinced doesn't exist anyway!) literally begging the Lord - before the Blessed Sacrament - Jesus Himself - to show me if I was wrong! Praise God for the grace to even state the question to Him in a way that indicated total surrender to whatever His answer would be!! That was the key...total surrender. Even if it meant humiliation and that all that I had held to was wrong.�I come across so many now who WON'T EVEN ASK Him if they are wrong...why??? 


And, I need to say "thank you" to those who risked friendships to keep me from going off of a cliff. I am ashamed about my treatment of those I scoffed and those who tried to reason with me. They endured the interior scourging that our Lord endured externally for our arrogance, ignorance and disobedience. 


I, too, had once felt I was called to be a priest. I was wrong. I am glad the Church didn't change her teaching because I was convinced she was wrong. As Catholics we are called to inform our conscious by what the Church teaches in faith and morals - which is being guided by the Holy Spirit - God Himself. We can't do better in informing our conscious than that. Believe me, I tried and I had many of the reasonings that have been listed on these posts. 


St. Francis of Assisi was firm in making sure that what he did was in obedience to the Church - despite what is often implied about him. The same with the other saints, who are often used to promote disobedience to the Church. When it came to faith and morals, they always sought out and abided in the Church authority. It is a true understanding of God's love for us that allows for us to do this! They knew this; they experienced the results and graces from this. People can have love for others and want to help others and serve others and still be wrong in what they love and want to support them in doing. 


For those who always reference wrongs that the Church has done in the past, make sure you do your homework and really understand those incidents, you may be surprised to find that though, many people have done wrong in the name of the Church, in the matters that the Lord gave authority to the Church, she has never been wrong. I found the letter that Galileo wrote to the Grand Duchess of Tuscany (I believe it was) to be quite enlightening as to how Galileo viewed the Church and the circumstances he was in. 


Beg for God's mercy at all times and ASK HIM, PLEAD with Him to show you if you are in error. May I add, take these petitions before Him in the Blessed Sacrament - you will be so joyful that you did. By Joyful to be Home


[APPARENTLY A FORMER NEW AGER- MICHAEL]


Dear "Joyful to be Home"


God, by definition, carries no watch and could always see you where you are today; therefore, God sees Father Roy Bourgeois the same. Why would you allow yourself to become who you now are, but deny Father the same?


When it comes to the formation of our consciences, I applaud you, Father Roy, and every woman and man engaged in the struggle.


To blame Satan for being active against God in this world of ours is so mythological and excuses individual responsibility, which detracts from the valid points you have argued. Finally, what is your argument against healing by human touch? I'm a retired nurse who spent 23 years at the bedside; I can assure you of many healing touches. Because, while there is never any cure for disease, there is healing. Peace through Justice, Mike Pelepko (former Maryknoll seminarian) Lebanon, PA [APPARENTLY A NEW AGE MEDICINE PRACTITIONER-MICHAEL]


Dear Mike,


I am sorry, and I mean no disrespect, nor is my tone meant to be condescending, but your first few sentences are illogical and really don't make any sense to anything I commented on. 


If one follows that reasoning all the way through to it's logical end, then the person who commits or has an abortion is really all okay in doing so because God knew/knows that that was going to happen and we would be denying that person who would be going to get that abortion (or performing it)the experience of where their life would end up because we would try to stop them from murdering someone else. I am where I am - for good or for ill (as you may see it) - because people cared enough to "rattle" my reality and burst my little reality bubble I had created for myself. But, I had a lot of help in that bubble's creation - from false teachers. 


God is all merciful and God's love is ever waiting for us to come back to Him. That doesn't mean He wants us to deny His realities and His wishes. He doesn't want the person who has an abortion to do so as a learning experience! I know this is my example, not yours, but it is one of the clearest that I can think of to prove this point. No, Fr. Roy is not committing or having an abortion, but you can't use the argument that you did in relation to what I said, if the logic is faulty. And I believe it is faulty. 


On the other comment you had to my post...I really can't tell whether you are saying that Satan doesn't really exist and is a mythological figment of the imagination or whether you are merely stating that people use him as an excuse for every wrong they carry out or go through with. But, I want you to know that I in no way believe that Satan is mythological (any more that is) whether people use him as an excuse for personal responsibility or not. To transfer personal responsibility for one's actions is wrong. But, this is not what is at issue here.


I'm sure that people use Satan as an excuse for personal responsibility, as they use many other reasonings. But, it is not like they are saying Zeus or Apollo made me do it. Zeus and Apollo are truly mythological. Satan is real and we have been told that we will be tempted by him. Our Catholic Faith teaches this as did Our Lord exhibit and teach this. In fact, his language was clear on this reality in the Gospels. Was Jesus using Satan, or demons, rather, as an excuse for the possessed boy's activity and behavior when he cast them out of him into the swine??? Do you think the New Testament is a mythological book? Satan is clearly a reality in the texts. 


Again, ask the Lord Himself if Satan is real. The answer is very clarifying.


Lastly, I did not say "healing touches" as people touching someone on the arm or holding them or caressing their forehead or something like that to make someone feel better. I said "Reiki" and "Healing Touch", both of which are healing "modalities" which, if my research of them is correct, are manipulation of "energy forces" that is believed to be blocking healing in the body. If you do the research on these, most especially "Reiki" you will find that it is much more than the simplistic definition given by the practitioners of it. I wasn't merely speaking of someone touching someone's arm. Maybe you haven't been exposed to these things in your experience as a nurse. If not, to me, that is a good thing. God Bless You. By Joyful to be Home


160. Thank you Msgr. Pope, for your stance on the tradition of the church in the interview with Fr. Bourgeois. I will pray for him to return from the wilderness. 


You know it was very interesting to read so many Catholics who see this move of ordination of woman an unrealistic leap of faith. Msgr. Pope Homily today was about the Holy Family and Mary, Joseph and the Church. He also spoke about the break down of marriages and the families today. You know what He said the problem was? There is no AUTHORITY and no MORAL TRADITION; it is the traditions of the Catholic Faith that make me love God. His Teaching handed down to me! If you are truly living in God Kingdom here on earth, then you are Not of this world, people will redirect your way in Christ, and have you to Believe that its time for a change. In some things yes, but church doctrine and traditions? To condemn the True Church of God is just unspeakable. No Priest has to battle for change in THIS faith, for we have sustain for over 2000 years. The teaching and the doctrine will never Change. You know why there are no unturned stones about understanding this faith because we this ROMAN CATHOLIC APOSTOLIC CHURCH has AUTHORITY and in any situation you must have AUTHORITY. Without AUTHORITY children rule and disrespect there parents, without authority they grow up and learn things of this world that are immoral, without authority the church will be ordaining same sex marriages, without authority the church will be marching against pro-life, without authority the church would be promoting contraception which disrupts GOD way of re-procreation. See the church can not go with the flow in time!! The Catholic Church is heavily rooted in Judaism tradition. Because YOU feel that it Time to Ordain Woman, then do what all the other churches has done and start you own. YOU ARE A PRIEST, YOU DO NOT HAVE AUTHORITY!


PRAY, PRAY, PRAY we all need it. But please don’t be influenced GOD knows what’s Best. Its not you battle. By lomi


161. "Ubi Petrus, Ibi Ecclesia." (Where there is Peter, there is the Church.)


Roy Bourgeois and his followers are dangerous people – just as the Sanhedrin was dangerous to Jesus Christ 2000 years ago. They mocked and humiliated Jesus, a man of peace, who spoke and taught the Truth – Truth that was not often understood by his 12 disciples (all men); Truth that was not easy to hear and to follow (particularly today); Truth which will not and cannot change because of the popular cultural whims and the shallow relativism of an indulgent society. 


The issue here is not the ordination of women. The issue here for most of these dangerous and misguided supporters of this excommunicated former priest is their skewed belief that they can somehow exercise their self-perceived “rights” within our Holy Mother Church. The Church is not a democracy where one can lobby for “rights.” God’s Church doesn’t change its doctrine, teachings and traditions to accommodate politically correct societal whims; society must change to accommodate God’s Church, which indeed is everlasting! The Church is not here to honor you; the Church is here so that you may get down on your knees, humble yourself before the crucifix, and accept the God’s gift to honor Her. 


You’re angry because you know this is true. Deep down in the quietness of your own heart you know you must turn away from these destructive and evil forces that have captured your mind. You must repair you life, which no doubt has been a mess. Turn to the Truth, which Jesus Christ himself suffered and died for, so that in the end, someone even like you can be saved. May God forgive those, including Roy Bourgeois, who do not know what they do. God bless you all. By Nathan Coolidge





XXXI. Retrieved from KonkaniCatholics Digest No. 1670, October 22 2008.


WOMEN PRIESTS


Question: Why is it that the Church does not accept female priests? Or female altar servers? Andy�Answer: Bishop Camillo Ballin, Kuwait: Your question is very interesting and thank you for having raised it. In the present times we are suffering due to the lack of priests, and many question us as to why we don't accept women to be priests like the other churches who have female priests. The Catholic Church follows the teachings of Jesus and we cannot change the fundamental choices He made. For example, Jesus chose bread and wine for the Eucharist. We cannot replace these with other elements. It would be easier for us to replace wine with something else, especially in some countries where wine is forbidden. But we cannot change this because the choice of bread and wine for the Eucharist has been made by Jesus Christ Himself who wanted to continue and fulfil the Paschal Sacrifice of the Old Testament. The same goes for the priesthood. Jesus chose only men to be His Apostles. He did not select any women. This does not mean that women have no role in the Church, but the role of priests is only for men. As for altar servers, little girls can be altar servers but grown up girls or women are not appropriate to become altar servers for obvious reasons that you will understand without any explanation from me. 





XXXII. Excommunication of Fr. Bourgeois will 'certainly take place,' Vatican Official says


� HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/excommunication_of_fr._bourgeois_will_certainly_take_place_vatican_official_says/" ��http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/excommunication_of_fr._bourgeois_will_certainly_take_place_vatican_official_says/� 


Vatican City, Dec 17, 2008 (CNA) A Vatican official has said that the excommunication of Fr. Ray Bourgeois, an American Maryknoll priest who advocates the ordination of women, will "certainly take place" unless the priest renounces his stand. In exclusive comments made to CNA, the official called Fr. Bourgeois’ November letter defending his stand a "sad piece of propaganda" and argued the dissenting cleric takes his inspiration from American newspapers rather than Catholic doctrine.


Fr. Bourgeois, who is involved in organizing human rights protests at the military training school formerly known as School of the Americas, has called the Catholic position on women’s ordination "sexist." In August, he delivered a homily at a ceremony at a Unitarian church purporting to ordain a woman to the Catholic priesthood.


In an October 21 letter, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith gave Fr. Bourgeois 30 days to renounce his public support for the ordination of women, on penalty of excommunication.


In a November 7 letter, Fr. Bourgeois said he was compelled to take his stand as a matter of conscience and would not renounce it. The priest said he knew many women who feel called to the priesthood and argued that the Church cannot treat this reputed vocation as invalid.


He characterized the "exclusion of women from the priesthood" as an "injustice."


CNA spoke with an official of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding the case of Fr. Bourgeois. The official reiterated that all procedures at the CDF are confidential. However, since Fr. Bourgeois decided to make public his letter to the Congregation, he said that "clearly the letter is a sad piece of propaganda and in no way expresses any doctrinal substance for his position." 


"Rather, Fr. Bourgeois feels he can engage with the (CDF) to change the doctrine of the Church… quoting American newspapers as if they were a source of any kind of Catholic doctrine."


The official said that the formal excommunication will "certainly take place" as soon as the CDF "responds personally to the letters sent either supporting or denouncing (Fr. Bourgeois.)"


"Of course, Fr. Bourgeois could avoid excommunication at any point if he recants, but unfortunately all his latest actions do not seem to point in that direction," the official told CNA.


20 COMMENTS ON CNA, 15 AGAINST WOMEN’S ORDINATION, ONLY 5 FOR!


1. Satan has entered into the Church thru the hearts and minds of some of our priests -one of these is Mr. Ray Bourgeois. We need more good and faithful priests. By Allen Tesado, Philippines


2. Fr. Ray should just leave the Catholic Church gracefully; she has no time for experiments like his. Let him try the Anglicans and the Orthodox. By Nkula Kapaya, Zambia


3. The smoke of Satan is inside the church. We must stand against the enemy. By Fidelis, Nigeria


4. I applaud Fr. Ray Bourgeois for his courage and willingness to speak using his prophetic voice, drawing attention to just one of the true injustices of the Church. History tends to prove that most, (not all) reformers that are excommunicated, were correct in their assessment of the Church. The Church is not perfect, it should examine itself deeply and regularly. Such an examination, conducted in faith and honesty, is not from Satan but from God. God Bless Fr. Ray!! By Dave Pike, USA


5. This is one sad skirmish in a battle that is only beginning. Our beloved church will be very slow to recognize the need to review celibacy and a male only priesthood. Many will suffer due to their stiff-necked intransigence. For our first 1200 years a married clergy was the norm. By Tom Kelty, USA


6. Thank God the church is standing for the faith and not allowing supporters of this view to carry on as if they were supported by the Church or the Gospels. Jesus chose only men as his disciples, how could the church claim the authority to do anything else? By Joe, USA


7. Calling the Catholic Church unjust is calling the Lord Jesus unjust. The Son of God never ordained women into apostleship. By Tony Arden, USA


8. Yes, Tom, the Latin rite once had married priests. My rite still has them. This has absolutely nothing to do with women's "ordination." You're using a legitimate precedent to try to justify something that has no legitimacy and no precedent. By Lada, Canada


9. Dave Pike, "History tends to prove that most, (not all) reformers that are excommunicated were correct in their assessment of the Church." Umm, what? Do we really need to have the argument about "women priests" yet again? The matter is settled. Read the arguments presented by the Church. Respond to these arguments and tells us how the Church is wrong. Study the nature of the priesthood as defined by the Catholic Church. Tell us how the Church is wrong on this? The priesthood of Jesus Christ is not open to change for sake of change. The nature of Sacramental priesthood is not defined by cultural trends or popular vote. By ded, USA


10. One might wonder why Jesus never ordained to his priesthood a woman, who many point out as the singular and most worthy candidate -- his Blessed Mother. Do these women who today are seeking ordination suggesting that they are more worthy than she? By R. Wolf, USA


11. I believe his name is Roy Bourgeois, not Ray. I'm from Louisiana and can recall this disturbed man pulling all sorts of liberal agitprop stunts for media attention. He's an MM, a Maryknoller. If he were really a missionary, he would be interested in spreading the Gospel, i.e., the Catholic Faith, as were the holy founders of Maryknoll, Bishop James A. Walsh and Father Thomas F. Price. Instead, he sings the glories of liberalism and progressivism, a false gospel that leads to hell. By Brother Andre Marie, USA


12. Dave Pike, "History tends to prove that most, (not all) reformers that are excommunicated were correct in their assessment of the Church." Umm, what? This is not true. Marcion, Arius, Nestorius, Berengarius, Luther, Calvin, etc were wrong and still are. By Michael, USA


13. Excommunication---entirely appropriate for those who stand in direct opposition to the counsels of the Church and the Holy Scriptures. By Tom Sanford, USA


14. Well, said, Wolf. Your observation is direct and to the point. As is yours, Joe. Lastly, and most importantly, thank you, Mr. Arden. There is no reason why this topic should come up over and over again. Men were chosen for the vocation of priesthood. This is the base of Catholicism—of any of the 22 rites still practiced in the world today. By Sam, USA


15. As a woman called to ordination and who read the gospel at Janice's ordination, I can only say I wholeheartedly support Fr. Roy and the women who follow prophetic obedience. �For some reason the commentators so far have not accepted the cultural context in which Jesus lived. �Women were chattel yet Jesus related to them as equals. 


The woman he chose, Mary Magdalene, has been denigrated by RCC scholars until the women scripture scholars began to do the research in the 20th century which places Mary on equal footing with the apostles. �The human species continues to evolve in its systems and institutions toward inclusion and justice. If the RCC continues to refuse the voice of the Spirit (the call of evolution) then it will be dead ended. �I for one will continue to work for the equality and inclusion of women in the priesthood and positions of power in the RCC and society. Fr. Roy says it best "discrimination is discrimination and is unjust." And an institution that exists on power over cannot be sustained. By Katy Zatsick, USA


16. Jesus did NOT ORDAIN ANYONE -- male or female. He created bishops -- Peter and the other Apostles -- most of whom were married (we all know Peter had a mother in law -- check it out in Matt 8:14-16). So why not a married priesthood and married hierarchy? It would keep them "real" and would attract men with normal sexual orientations to the priesthood -- not men who are in denial about their sexual inclinations! �In regard to women being ordained, all I can say is that no one more than Jesus’ mother Mary had the right to say, "This is my Body, this is my Blood". If that doesn't make Mary a "priest", I don't know what does! By Dee O, USA


17. We have looked back and imposed a later idea of priesthood on the Last Supper and on Jesus' Apostles. As someone else said, Jesus never ordained anyone. As the Church developed after Jesus' death, the official ordained ministry developed. Women were among the followers of Jesus, and were present at the Last Supper. Women were ordained in the early Church. So it is not an unbroken tradition to exclude women. When you read Paul as he preached to the Gentiles, you realize the message of Christ was to extend to all people, which was scandalous and a difficult change for Jews of that time. The same idea applies here -- we do not now require Christians to be Jews, nor priests to be Jews, either, though all the Apostles were Jews. It is not any more valid to say priests must be men because of the traits of those we regard as Jesus' Apostles. Jesus' message embraced all. We cannot authoritatively claim Christ intended only men be ordained in our present Church. The same Christ who called both Jew and Gentile, slave and free to Himself calls men and women to the priesthood, too. By Rev. Ruth Broeski, USA


The 12 disciples were not only men, they were Jewish men. Why didn't Jesus appoint Gentiles? He was first trying to reach the Jews who won't listen to women nor Gentiles. Does the Church today only appoint Jewish men? You cannot pick and choose how you interpret Scriptures and use it to preach a heirarchalist system that clearly is not God’s will. There were examples of women leaders in Scriptures. By Mabel Yin, USA


18. Wow - a lot of poorly thought out propaganda coming from outside the Church. Mind your own business! Most of you are not Catholics and we're not interested in your ideology! We don't tell you what to do in your church. Inclusion and justice?!? Based on that, the Church should ordain non-Catholics. Why not athiests? Maybe we should ordain a serial killer - we need to be inclusive. That argument is dead and buried. Yes women have a role - thank goodness. But it has ALWAYS been different than men. They have complimentary roles, not the same. Just like men can't give birth - darn you women who exclude men from giving birth [sarcasm]. And by the way - the Catholic Church DOES have married priests. And the comment about Jesus only picking Jews - it is very clear throughout the Gospels that Jesus came for the Jews first, not to the exclusion of the Gentiles, but the Jews were first in line so to speak. That applies to apostolic succession as well. 


Let's make it clear to all you who oppose Church teaching on ordination of men only - there is nothing you can do to change it. Out of over a billion members, only a tiny, tiny percentage supports this idea. Even the Anglican communion has been falling apart over the issue. Give it up and move on!! By Jason Miller, USA


19. Mabel Yin. The meaning of the Bible has never been self-evident. Every church, and every Christian, has had to "pick and choose" how it interprets the scripture. The Catholic Church has been at it for over 2000 years and I will trust my soul to its interpretations. If you are certain you can do better, you are free to follow Fr. Bourgeois. But allow those Catholics loyal to the magisterium to remain so. By Prof. K., USA


20. 1 Timothy 3:14-15 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these instruction to you so that, if I am delayed, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and bulwark of the truth. 


1 John 4:6 We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us, and whoever is not from God does not listen to us. From this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 


2 John 9-11 Everyone who does not abide in the teaching of Christ, but goes beyond it, does not have God....Do not receive into the house or welcome anyone who comes to you and does not bring this teaching, for to welcome is to participate in the evil deeds of such a person. End of discussion. By M. Burns, Canada





XXXIII. Church filmed woman's ordination July 10, 2008 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=8076" ��http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=8076� 


St Louis archdiocesan investigators videoed the ordination ceremony of a US woman to use as evidence against a Catholic nun who attended the service. National Catholic Reporter says the archdiocese of St Louis authorised the video recording of a Catholic women's ordination ceremony that took place in a synagogue last November. 


It then used the video, along with photographs apparently taken from the video, as evidence to punish a Catholic nun who attended the liturgy, according to several people familiar with the case. Sister of Charity Louise Lears was forced out of all Church ministerial roles and banned from receiving sacraments within the archdiocese by an edict of St Louis Archbishop Raymond Burke announced June 26. 


The next day the archdiocese announced that Burke had been reassigned to a position at the Vatican as prefect of the Church’s highest canonical court, the Apostolic Signatura. 


Lears, 58, has been a member of the pastoral team at St Cronan Parish in South St Louis for the past three years, and a coordinator of religious education in the archdiocese. She refused to speak to an NCR reporter. 


However, several people familiar with the documents, prepared by the archdiocese that made up the case against her, strongly criticised what they called the "surveillance" video taping. 


One of the confidential archdiocesan documents, according to knowledgeable sources, was an affidavit giving permission to an individual to attend the ceremony in order to record it. The record of the ceremony is contained on two electronic discs in Lears' file. 


NCR made several unsuccessful attempts to reach Burke for comment through the archdiocese and the Apostolic Signatura in Rome, but he was unavailable. There is no evidence that Burke knew about or ordered the taping. However, Catholics familiar with the workings of the archdiocese say it would be unlikely it could have happened without his authorization. 


John Terranova, executive director of the synagogue where the ceremony took place, said he did not recall the archdiocese asking permission to video the liturgy. "I cannot say we were aware that they were taping. If they chose to do that it was their choice." 


The two Catholic women ordained in the synagogue were part of the Womenpriests movement, efforts by Roman Catholic women to gain equality of ministry within the Catholic Church. They were Elsie Hainz McGrath, a retired writer and editor for a Catholic publishing house, and Rose Marie Dunn Hudson, a former teacher. 


In March, Burke excommunicated the women. 


SOURCE � HYPERLINK "http://ncronline3.org/drupal/?q=node/1397" �St Louis Archdiocese videoed women’s ordination rite� (National Catholic Reporter, 9/7/08) 


COMMENT IN CATHNEWS:


I don't know why CathNews includes from time to time articles from National Catholic Reporter.


NCR is so obviously "way out there liberal" that they should not be mentioned at all, if CathNews regards itself as being a voice of orthodoxy, because for the less informed this only tends to supply some legitimacy to their push for a "democratic church", where the Pope is just another Bishop and homosexual and women priests and bishops are part of their agenda. National Catholic Register, on the other hand, is a legitimate source, I feel. Posted By: Joe


[The above article has been placed incorrectly chronologically. Sorry- Michael]





XXXIV. What are your thoughts on having female priests within the Catholic/Orthodox/Eastern Churches?


� HYPERLINK "http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20100212082143AAL43Tt" ��http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20100212082143AAL43Tt� Undated


1. Women are different from men and each has been given different roles to play. Having men as priests just makes sense because Jesus was a man and the symbolism of a man doing the mass is much more powerful than it would be if women did it. Its kinda like a marriage. Men represent Christ and women are his bride, which is the Church. A man can be a priest because he marries the Church, a woman cannot marry the church so she cannot be a priest, she can marry Christ though which is why a woman can choose to live as a nun.


2. Pope John Paul II, under the authority of the Holy See, officially declared a few years ago that the Church does not have the authority to ordain women. In a word, that's it. End of discussion. When the Holy See has spoken, it has spoken. It's not a matter of tradition; it's Church authority.


3.  It's not a question of women being of less value than men or not being smart enough. It's just that being a priest - like being the head of a family - is a man's role. And before you flame me over that last remark, something was pointed out to me the other day: The Blessed Virgin has a role in the Church that Joseph can't even approach. But when the angel told the Holy Family to flee to Egypt, the angel did not appear to Mary and tell her to advise her husband what God's intentions were. The angel appeared to the head of the family.


4. No they couldn't simply "choose" to have female priests. It's Doctrine (capital D), not tradition. The fact that Catholics currently allow females onto the altar is a huge deal, as traditionally it would NEVER happen. But that's as far as it goes. Eastern Orthodox churches do not allow females near the altar. They take a swipe out of us all the time for female altar servers, lecterns and Eucharistic Ministers. I know many a Catholic women who won't receive the Eucharist from a female. On that note, I don't mind it. It doesn't challenge any feminist agenda in my world.


5. Jesus never chose women to become his disciple. Just as women are the heart but not the head of the home, their distinctive gifts enable them as the heart, but not the head of the church.�A key to their special role may lie in women's extraordinary capacity for empathy. Jesus says in Luke 6:�Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the prophets." It takes the special toughness God designed in men to be resilient in the face of hate, insult, and rejection to persevere in leadership and proclaiming the word.


6. There is a mistake I am afraid. As explained in the document Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, the Pope does not have the authority to ordain women. It is not a question of wanting to; it is a question of not having the power to. �Jesus never ordained women and so the church cannot. �For an in depth explanation listen to � HYPERLINK "http://www.peterkreeft.com/audio/09_priestesses.htm" ��http://www.peterkreeft.com/audio/09_priestesses.htm� 


Source: � HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_letters/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_22051994_ordinatio-sacerdotalis_en.html" ��http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_letters/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_22051994_ordinatio-sacerdotalis_en.html� 


7. Sorry but I'm against it...I'm a Catholic (as I would assume that you are) and if the Pope says something is allowed we should do it and vice versa. The pope said no and we should not have priests that are women. Don't get me wrong, the pope is NOT perfect, but he is speaking for the Church.


8. <<What are your thoughts on having female priests within the Catholic/Orthodox/Eastern Churches?>>�It's a theological impossibility.�<<The church could, by the way, choose to have female priests if it ever chose to.>>�No, the Church does not have the authority to do that.�<<Tradition dictates that it's males, but there's no mandate that excludes women indefinitely. Women could be priests if it were allowed.>>�Yes there is [a mandate]:�Gen. 3:15; Luke 1:26-55; John 19:26; Rev. 12:1- Mary is God's greatest creation, was the closest person to Jesus, and yet Jesus did not choose her to become a priest. God chose only men to be priests to reflect the complementarity of the sexes. Just as the man (the royal priest) gives natural life to the woman in the marital covenant, the ministerial priest gives supernatural life in the New Covenant sacraments. �Judges 17:10; 18:19 – fatherhood and priesthood are synonymous terms. Micah says, “Stay with me, and be to me a father and a priest.” Fathers/priests give life, and mothers receive and nurture life. This reflects God our Father who gives the life of grace through the Priesthood of His Divine Son, and Mother Church who receives the life of grace and nourishes her children. In summary, women cannot be priests because women cannot be fathers. �Mark 16:9; Luke 7: 37-50; John 8:3-11 - Jesus allowed women to uniquely join in His mission, exalting them above cultural norms. His decision not to ordain women had nothing to do with culture. The Gospel writers are also clear that women participated in Jesus' ministry and, unlike men, never betrayed Jesus. Women have always been held with the highest regard in the Church (e.g., the Church's greatest saint and model of faith is a woman; the Church's constant teaching on the dignity of motherhood; the Church's understanding of humanity as being the Bride united to Christ, etc.). �Mark 14:17,20; Luke 22:14 - the language "the twelve" and "apostles" shows Jesus commissioned the Eucharistic priesthood by giving holy orders only to men. �Gen. 14:10; Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:15, 17 - Jesus, the Son of God, is both priest and King after the priest-king Melchizedek. Jesus' priesthood embodies both Kingship and Sonship. �Gen. 22:9-13 - as foreshadowed, God chose our redemption to be secured by the sacrificial love that the Son gives to the Father. �Matt. 26:26; Mark 14:22; Luke 22:19 - because the priest acts in persona Christi in the offering to the Father, the priest cannot be a woman. �Mark 3:13 - Jesus selected the apostles "as He desired," according to His will, and not according to the demands of His culture. Because Jesus acted according to His will which was perfectly united to that of the Father, one cannot criticize Jesus' selection of men to be His priests without criticizing God. �John 20:22 - Jesus only breathed on the male apostles, the first bishops, giving them the authority to forgive and retain sins. In fact, the male priesthood of Christianity was a distinction from the priestesses of paganism that existed during these times. A female priesthood would be a reversion to non-Christian practices. The sacred tradition of a male priesthood has existed uncompromised in the Church for 2,000 years. �1 Cor. 14:34-35 - Paul says a woman is not permitted to preach the word of God in the Church. It has always been the tradition of the Church for the priest or deacon alone (an ordained male) to read and preach the Gospel. �1 Tim. 2:12 - Paul also says that a woman is not permitted to hold teaching authority in the Church. Can you imagine how much Mary, the Mother of God, would have been able to teach Christians about Jesus her Son in the Church? Yet, she was not permitted to hold such teaching authority in the Church. �Rom. 16:1-2 - while many Protestants point to this verse denounce the Church's tradition of a male priesthood, deaconesses, like Phoebe, were helpers to the priests (for example, preparing women for naked baptism so as to prevent scandal). But these helpers were never ordained. �Luke 2:36-37 - prophetesses, like Anna, were women who consecrated themselves to religious life, but were not ordained. �Isaiah 3:12 – Isaiah complains that the priests of ancient Israel were having their authority usurped by women, and this was at the height of Israel’s covenant apostasy.





XXXV. Who Cares About Abortion? [TESTIMONY] by Jane Brennan � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholic.org" ��www.catholic.org� March 15, 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.motherhoodinterrupted.com/files/whocaresaboutabortion.pdf" ��http://www.motherhoodinterrupted.com/files/whocaresaboutabortion.pdf� �I experienced a miraculous conversion thirteen years ago. 


I am no longer a militant, pro-abortion, anti-Catholic feminist.�Denver, Colorado (Catholic Online) I attended the annual March for Life in Washington, DC this year for the first time. I marched with the Silent No More Awareness campaign and gave my testimony with hundreds of other women in front of the Supreme Court building.�The Silent No More women led the march and were the first to arrive at the Supreme Court. When we got there, standing up against the black fence surrounding the building, I saw five women holding pro-abortion signs. I looked at these women. I wanted to see their faces. You see, I used to be one of them.�I was a militant, pro-abortion, anti-catholic feminist who had experienced two abortions of my own. I was a member of NOW, NARAL and I volunteered at Planned Parenthood. I participated in marches and protests wearing my “pro-choice” button. I screamed at pro-lifers who I believed were religious fanatics. I assumed these “religious fanatics” just wanted to keep women barefoot and pregnant. 


I also believed the Catholic Church (who in my opinion was the worst of the religious fanatics) was full of evil, misogynistic men who oppressed women. I would argue vehemently with anyone who disagreed with me.�A rush of memories greeted me as I watched those five women standing against that fence. While I gave my testimony and told the crowd a little bit about my former self. It struck me. Feminists groups do not care about women. They care about abortion.�Then I remembered the Pharisees and Sadducees of Jesus’ time. These men didn’t want to see the truth of who Jesus was because then they would have to give up their power, position and status and their view of things. That was more than they could handle.�It is really no different today. Feminists groups do not want to see the truth of how abortion hurts women. They don’t want to see or hear from all the women who have suffered from their “choice”. They go to great lengths to discount our stories of pain and suffering. Even more, they are willing to totally disregard evidence from studies that reveal the physical and emotional impact of abortion. What allows them to turn a blind eye?�To acknowledge the women who’ve suffered from abortion, feminists would have to admit that abortion isn’t good for women. Where would that leave them? Planned Parenthood would have to shut down. Groups like NOW and NARAL would no longer have a purpose and would cease to exist. Laws would have to be changed. Politicians would have to be re-educated. The feminists groups would lose all their control and political power and that scares them. It is that fear that keeps them entrenched in their mistaken beliefs. It is that fear that drives them to crush anyone who tries to persuade them differently.�The feminist’s very identity is wrapped up in abortion, not women’s rights or welfare. For example, do you ever hear from a feminist group when women are being forced to have abortions against their will in China? Do you ever hear from NOW or NARAL when only baby girls are aborted in China or India? Do you ever hear from them when women here in this country are coerced or pressured by their employers, husbands, parents or boyfriends to have an abortion? Did you hear from one feminist group when Laura Smith of MA was killed by an abortionist?�The building evidence of feminists’ myopic view is their complete denial of a link between abortion and breast cancer. According to Karen Malec the president of the Coalition on Abortion/Breast Cancer (www.AbortionBreastCancer.com) abortion is responsible for up to 10,000 cases of breast cancer yearly! Yet, we do not hear a peep from any feminist group on how this deadly disease is destroying women’s lives. In fact, they go out of their way to discredit any research that shows such a link. This truth is an inconvenience for them.�The ultimate feminists’ hypocrisy became clear during the last presidential election. Why weren’t the feminists thrilled with the selection of Sarah Palin for Vice-President on a major party ticket? Sarah Palin is a working woman with children whose husband shares in many of the domestic responsibilities. She exemplifies the feminists’ dream woman; a smart, powerful, educated woman who has reached the upper echelons of politics. Yet the feminists hated her. Why? Because she believes in the sanctity of life and chose not to abort her Down’s syndrome baby. So the feminists excoriated her. They made fun of her; she wasn’t a “real” woman. If feminists truly cared about women they would have supported Sarah Palin in her “choice” to keep her baby and held her up as a role model for young women. They would have used her achievements as an example of how women can attain power, position, and equality.�Many people ask me how we can talk to these militant feminists. They want to know how we can change their minds. My answer is hard to hear. I always tell people talking to militant feminists is not productive. They won’t listen to you and in fact, they become more angry and defensive. I know this because that is how I reacted whenever anyone tried to talk to me during my militant feminist years. Many of these women are very wounded from things in their past as I was. They take this anger and they put it into the feminist movement. It gives them a voice in which they feel empowered and fuelled by their anger.�So what can we do? I tell people who ask me how to get through to militant feminists is this: pray for them.�I experienced a miraculous conversion thirteen years ago. I am no longer a militant, pro-abortion, anti-Catholic feminist. I have repented of my sins and found healing and forgiveness in the Catholic Church. My conversion was a direct result of prayer. Somebody was praying for me.�It is time to pray for the conversion of all pro-abortion, militant feminists. Pick one day a week to fast and pray for their conversion or you can do an hour of adoration where you pray for a particular militant feminist. Offer up a rosary or a chaplet of Divine Mercy for these women. Our Lord and Our Lady have always said how important and necessary prayer is to obtain in accordance with God’s will the things that we ask.�Many saints have expressed the need for continual and concerted prayer. “If our prayer is resolutely united with that of Jesus, in trust and boldness as children, we obtain all that we ask in his name, even more than any particular thing: the Holy Spirit himself, who contains all gifts”(CCC 2741). Your prayers are very important and they work and these women desperately need your prayers. Look at me; I’m the perfect example of the power of prayer. So please let’s all pray, pray, pray.�Jane Brennan, MS is the author of the book Motherhood Interrupted and is the Silent No More Awareness Campaign regional coordinator in Colorado. Jane can be contacted through her web-site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.motherhoodinterrupted.com" ��www.motherhoodinterrupted.com�. She resides in Colorado with her husband and four daughters.





XXXVI. Cardinal Denounces Invalid Ordination of Women 


Says Church Is Strong When God-Given Gifts Are Respected � HYPERLINK "http://www.zenit.org/article-25742?l=english" \t "_blank" �http://www.zenit.org/article-25742?l=english�


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, April 29, 2009 (Zenit.org) Cardinal Justin Rigali is decrying the "pseudo-ordination" of two women that occurred within his archdiocese Sunday. 





In a statement released Monday on the Philadelphia archdiocesan Web site, the cardinal said, "I am concerned pastorally for the souls of those involved and for the Catholic faithful who may be confused."�Referring to a 2007 decree from the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, he affirmed that "those who present themselves for ordination at such an invalid ceremony -- as well as those who falsely claim to be ordaining the women -- are, by their actions, automatically excommunicated from the Church." 


Cardinal Rigali explained: "Such a ceremony is in violation of the constant teaching of the Church, based on Scripture and Sacred Tradition. Both clearly indicate that Jesus called only men to follow him as Apostles, and the Church has always regarded his choice in this matter as normative for all time. Therefore, it has always followed Jesus' example by choosing only men for the ministry of Holy Orders. This teaching has been confirmed by the supreme authority of the Catholic Church as definitive and not reformable." "Consequently," he said, "the Church is not authorized by Christ to confer Holy Orders upon women, and cannot do so, no matter how ardent a person's desire may be."�Philadelphia’s Inquirer reported that the ceremony took place in a Christian chapel inside a Reconstructionist Jewish synagogue, with the pretext of ordaining Mary Schoettly, 66, as priest, and Chava Redonnet, 51, as deacon.�The cardinal emphasized the "different yet equally valuable gifts" that men and women bring to the Church.�He added, "The Church is strongest when the gifts given by Christ to all her members are celebrated and respected."�He quoted Pope John Paul II, who said that "the presence and the role of women in the life of the Church, although not linked to the ministerial priesthood, remain absolutely necessary and irreplaceable." "God's gifts, however, are never given to individuals merely for their own fulfilment," the cardinal added, "but for the unfolding of his plan of salvation in the Church for the benefit of the whole community of the faithful, and no one's true personal dignity in the Church can be fostered in opposition to the will of Christ himself." "Consequently," he concluded, "such a pseudo-ordination ceremony denigrates the truth entrusted to the Church by Christ himself, and demonstrates a complete misunderstanding of the respect and dignity accorded to women by Christ and his Church."  


 


THE PROFILE OF A PRO-ABORTION FEMINIST NUN


XXXVII. Outspoken Spanish Nun a Pro-Abortion Feminist and Supporter of Liberation Theology 


� HYPERLINK "http://iglesiadescalza.blogspot.com/2009/07/new-voices-in-church-sr-teresa-forcades.html" �New Voices in the Church: Sr. Teresa Forcades i Vila�


� HYPERLINK "http://iglesiadescalza.blogspot.com/2009/07/new-voices-in-church-sr-teresa-forcades.html" ��http://iglesiadescalza.blogspot.com/2009/07/new-voices-in-church-sr-teresa-forcades.html� July 10, 2009 EXTRACT:


[NOTE: THE LINES IN GREY ITALICS ARE THE REMARKS OF PRO-SR. TERESA FEMINISTS- MICHAEL]


One of the more interesting emerging voices in the Church is Benedictine sister Teresa Forcades. Sr. Teresa was born in Barcelona, Spain in 1966. She has a doctorate in Public Health from the University of Barcelona with specialization in Internal Medicine (State University of New York). She also has a Masters in Divinity from Harvard University and a doctorate from the Facultad de Teología de Catalunya. She is the author of � HYPERLINK "http://www.fespinal.com/espinal/llib/en124.pdf" �Crimes and Abuses of the Pharmaceutical Industry� (Cristianisme i Justícia, 2006), La Trinitat, avui ("The Trinity, Today", � HYPERLINK "http://www.pamsa.com/" �Publicacions de l’Abadia de Montserrat�, 2005), and � HYPERLINK "http://www.fragmenta.cat/books/view/3" �La teologia feminista en la història� ("Feminist Theology in History", Fragmenta Editorial, 2007). She has been a Benedictine nun and a member of the community of � HYPERLINK "http://www.benedictinescat.com/montserrat/indexceramcat.html" �Sant Benet de Montserrat� since 1997 (click on "Teresa F." to reach a page with more of her writings).�An interview last month with Sr. Teresa on TV3 (see video below) has conservative Catholics going nuts. This � HYPERLINK "http://www.forumlibertas.com/frontend/forumlibertas/noticia.php?id_noticia=14299&id_seccion=24" �article�, while being negative does a pretty good job of summarizing Sr. Teresa's remarks so we will translate most of it into English while leaving out the unsubstantiated allegations that the sister is a chavista (supporting liberation theology DOES NOT equal supporting Hugo Chávez in our book):�"God has placed the life of the foetus while it is not viable in the hands of its mother [...] Because of this intimate link of the mother and the child while it is not viable outside of her, the decision to abort is inseparable from the mother's self-determination, from her personal freedom. This intimate link between two lives means that the life of the child cannot be saved against the wishes of the mother without violating her liberty."�These statements come from Sister Teresa Forcades, who sees herself as "a Benedictine nun and feminist, an activist in habit", just as she was presented last June 16th in an interview on the "Singulars" program on TV3, where for almost an hour, among other questions, she expressed her opinions with respect to abortion and the morning after pill at the same time as she justified them [well, actually, her moral analysis is a little more refined than this author gives her credit for].�Forcades has already expressed similar opinions in other public appearances and has gone twice to Venezuela to participate in activities related to liberation theology and feminism, where she was well-received by the chavistas.�[Here the author has inserted a brief biographical sketch with a number of inaccuracies, so we have omitted translating it]�To give you an idea of the controversy generated by Teresa Forcades, it would be best to review some of her speeches and published articles.�The TV 3 Interview: "The life of the foetus in the hands of the mother"�In her interview with the program 'Singulars', Forcades supports making the morning after pill available to all women.�"The pill has side effects and obviously it cannot be taken casually. But yes, I think it is a possibility that I would wish for. That it would be known to all women and available to all," she states. �Then, the interviewer asks about abortion and the Benedictine sister, after talking about the problem of "pro-life vs. pro-choice" in the United States, says the following: "Here too I have sometimes heard the argument that abortion is like homicide."�"Now...if we allow that a foetus in formation is a person, then to be able to decide about the life of this person, by criteria of conscience for example, having to respect the conscience of the mother at the moment when she decides about the life of this foetus would mean having to respect her decision," she continues.�"And she is the only one because the life of the foetus depends on the life of the mother as long as it is not viable outside of her. This is the basis for stating it this way, anthropologically, biologically, legally and morally, for deciding on considering this case of the life of the foetus completely differently and therefore it cannot be compared to any other 'interhuman' case," she adds.�Forcades thinks that "this particularity of the mother and the foetus allows us to understand that God put the survival of the foetus in the hands of the mother as long as it isn't viable. That is respect from a theological and Catholic perspective."�As an example and to conclude this part of the interview she adds that "I would not respect the conscience of a person who decided to end another's life, but this is a particular case. And this particular case is that God Himself put the life in the hands of the mother and therefore it can be treated in a special way."�The journalist then comments that "you already know that the Spanish Bishops' Conference is not characterized by its openness...", to which she responds: "it's true, [...] but since for the moment I don't have any teaching or pastoral responsibility in the Church, then -- perhaps if I had one there would be greater repercussions to what I say -- but at the moment I am not speaking in the name of the Church, but from my own judgement and I have not had any difficulties."�The interviewer then says: "Teresa Forcades, fortunately, you are not alone. Look at one of the guests on 'Singulars'." And Hans Küng* appears on a video, for whom Forcades says she has a lot of sympathy, and who states that "The woman is a problem for almost all religions."�"Sexuality is fundamental"�A few days after this interview, Forcades � HYPERLINK "http://vimeo.com/5387753" �participated in� the ‘Sopar Debat 2009’ (Supper Debate 2009) organized by Valors journal, in collaboration with Acció Catòlica Obrera, Cristianisme Segle XXI, Justícia i Pau del Maresme and Grup Tercer Món Mataró.�On this occasion, the nun said the following: "Sexuality is fundamental not only for reproduction but also for relating to each other."�With her unique way of seeing the world of pleasure, Forcades added that "what is good is from God; therefore what is pleasing is from God."�At another point in her speech, the Benedictine states that "Sexuality is fundamental not only for reproduction but also for relating to each other and also for learning God's will."�In Foc Nou: "God put the life of the foetus in the hands of its mother"�In her interview with TV3, Forcades mentions an article of hers published in the May 2009 religious news magazine Foc Nou. In that article, the nun develops at length the details of the same theories on abortion referred to previously before the Catalan public television cameras.�Below we will show some of the phrases that stick out from that article:�"Respect for human life as an unmanipulable gift from God has exceptions in the Catholic tradition that don't weaken it as a principle."�"Reflecting on the moral implications of Catholic just war theory can help to avoid the pharisaism in the case of abortion of invoking respect for life in a rigid way as if there were no exceptions in Catholic moral tradition."�"People who want abortion not to be legal tend to express fear, emotion, and very intense visceral reactions, which in part are a justified exasperation with the moral relativism centered in the womb itself of our society which has up until now been both very pampered and very unsatisfied."�"God has placed the life of the foetus as long as it is not viable in the hands of its mother (in the womb of its mother) and He has linked its biological life with her spiritual life. We would do well to respect this primary relationship."�"As long as the foetus cannot live independently from the mother, she has the moral responsibility to decide its future, which is also hers [...] Respecting the decision of the mother is respecting the integrity of her moral conscience, including accepting that objectively she might make a mistake."�"To deem that the will of the mother when she decides to abort the child who cannot survive without her should be respected and cannot be penalized does not mean that there should not be discussion on this issue in the Church and society."�And, to conclude the article: "Because of the intimate connection of the mother to the child while it is not viable outside of her, the decision to abort is inseparable from the mother's self-determination, from her personal freedom. This unique relationship between two lives means that the child's life cannot be saved against the mother's will without violating the mother's personal freedom."�In Venezuela�On another topic, Teresa Forcades has visited Venezuela twice to speak about her ideas on liberation theology and feminism.�In November 2008, she was interviewed by writer and president of the Fundación Celarg, Roberto Hernández Montoya, on his program on Radio Nacional "Como ustedes pueden ver" ("As you can see").


�In that interview the Benedictine talked about the subject of one of her books, "There are two absolutes: God and the poor", a phrase which she stated was from a Brazilian bishop [The phrase is from Msgr. Pedro Casaldáliga and should be "Everything is relative, except God and the poor". While Sr. Teresa has given talks on this topic, I find no evidence of a published book on the subject].�"One should be surprised at this statement, the kingdom of the "absolute" is one thing, not two, and if that absolute is God it would seem that there would be nothing else, but the idea is to not make that God into an idol, and that's what it is about", she said in the interview.�It is the second time Forcades has travelled to Venezuela. One year earlier she was present in a Liberation Theology meeting. As a feminist she stated then that her relationship with men is different because the issue of seduction is no longer there.�"There are codes between heterosexuals that have to do with seduction between men and women, but that is not bad, it usually happens in brief relationships, but each person has a world within themselves and will not look at people because they are men or women or professionals or young or old, that is without labels -- not to be reductionist, you have to look at them as unique people."�To which she added: "Celibacy doesn't mean that one can't fall in love, because celibacy doesn't mean amputating one part, it is experienced in a personal and different manner from sexuality, like the fidelity of a couple, which implies being satisfied with sexuality. There are more people who live without the sexual experience they would wish for than most people believe."�Forcadas continues by making a reference to liberation theology: "It is living according to the idea that God is love -- to add the adjective "liberation" is somewhat redundant -- it is what comes from Christianity, from the nucleus of the Biblical texts when God manifested Himself for the first time."�"Diversity is divine and forever, that means Trinity. Socialism is included in that, but as something that implies an egalitarian relationship among all," the Benedictine nun concludes.�For those who didn't like this post, sorry to offend but I plan to add more translations of articles and interviews with Sr. Teresa as soon as I can write them. This young theologian deserves a hearing.�*From DISSENTING AUTHORS AND SPEAKERS � HYPERLINK "http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/disspeop.htm" �http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/disspeop.htm�


Theology Incompatible with the Catholic Faith: 


Hans Küng: Former theologian condemned by the Vatican





SECULARISTS DEMAND THAT THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ORDAIN WOMEN. THE CHURCH SAYS 'NO'.


XXXVIII. Jimmy Carter, Kofi Annan, and Other Ex-Presidents Slam Christian Churches for Not Ordaining Women


By John-Henry Westen and Patrick B. Craine


July 12, 2009 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifesite.net/" \t "_blank" �LifeSiteNews.com�) - A grouping of twelve ex-world leaders convened by billionaire Richard Branson and Nelson Mandela who refer to themselves as "The Elders" has attacked the Catholic Church, the Southern Baptist Convention and any other religious tradition that refuses to permit women to become ministers, priests, or bishops.  In the media campaign for the new initiative, former US President Jimmy Carter notes that he left the Southern Baptists because women are "prohibited from serving as deacons, pastors or chaplains in the military service." "We believe that the justification of discrimination against women and girls on grounds of religion or tradition, as if it were prescribed by a Higher Authority, is unacceptable," says a statement by The Elders.  


The group describes itself as "an independent group of eminent global leaders" who work together to promote peace and the "shared interests of humanity," and to fight human suffering.  In addition to Mandela and Carter, "the Elders" include ex-UN Secretary General Kofi Annan; former Irish Prime Minister and UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson; Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who serves as chairman; former Prime Minister of Norway, Gro Brundtland; former Brazilian President Fernando Cardoso, and others.


"We especially call on religious and traditional leaders to set an example and change all discriminatory practices within their own religions and traditions," says the release.


Carter has been the most prolific on the matter. Writing a column for the UK Observer which has since been republished elsewhere, Carter claims: "During the years of the early Christian church women served as deacons, priests, bishops, apostles, teachers and prophets. It wasn't until the fourth century that dominant Christian leaders, all men, twisted and distorted Holy Scriptures to perpetuate their ascendant positions within the religious hierarchy."


Carter ties in the refusal to ordain women to the priesthood with abuse of women, saying that the decision to restrict ministry to men "provides the foundation or justification for much of the pervasive persecution and abuse of women throughout the world."


But Carter's claims are "ridiculous," says John Paul Meenan, Professor of Theology at Our Lady Seat of Wisdom Academy in Barry's Bay, Ontario.  Asked about Carter's claim that women were ordained in the early Church, Meenan told LSN, "There's absolutely no evidence of that," adding that there is also no evidence that at any point the Church decided to "not allow" women clergy, as Carter claims. "So Jimmy Carter would have to provide evidence that there were female bishops, priests, and deacons in the early Church, and I can tell you that that's never going to happen because there is no evidence." "What we see in Scripture is that Christ only ordained men to the priesthood, the Apostles.  And even in the post-Gospel writings ... especially St. Paul, but the other writings, the overwhelming evidence of Scripture is that only men were priests.  There was never any evidence that women were priests or deacons, and never mind bishops.  That's just ridiculous."





Many of "the Elders" have spoken out against what they consider religious discrimination against women in videos produced for the campaign.  Former Brazilian President Fernando Henrique Cardoso says in his video, "the idea that God is behind discrimination is unacceptable."


Mary Robinson, further, describes what she perceives can be the effect of religion and tradition on women's lives.  "They are submissive," she says.  "To be well thought of by God they must accept their role."


Meenan, however, contests the notion that a male priesthood "discriminates" against women.  "There's nothing discriminatory about [God choosing men to act as priests]," he said. According to the Church, "The priesthood is sort of a supernatural analogy of [the] male/female distinction. That's not discriminatory; it's just a natural and a supernatural distinction, what it means to be male and female."


Meenan explained that the Church views the priesthood as "a continuation of Christ's incarnational work in His humanity" and "since Christ came as a male we continue the priesthood in the male line." 


The Roman Catholic Church has been one of the most steadfast and vocal proponents of the male priesthood, but the Church also maintains that her teaching in fact promotes the dignity of women, in that she is handing on the religious tradition passed down by Christ.


According to Professor Meenan, Christianity ought to be credited for promoting the dignity of women.  "It is the Church that invariably improved the lot of women in the lands that were converted and Christianized," he said.  "Disorders that crept in (subjugation of women, etc.) were just that:  disorders, and never part of Church teaching."


The late Pope John Paul II affirmed the Church's teaching on male ordination, but in so doing also championed what he called the true fullness of the dignity of women.  In his 1994 apostolic letter � HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_letters/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_22051994_ordinatio-sacerdotalis_en.html" \t "_blank" �Ordinatio Sacerdotalis�, on the male priesthood, the late Holy Father John Paul II declared that "the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women," because this tradition was given by Christ Himself.


In limiting the priesthood to men, he wrote, Christ "exercised the same freedom with which, in all his behavior, he emphasized the dignity and the vocation of women, without conforming to the prevailing customs and to the traditions sanctioned by the legislation of the time."


"The presence and the role of women in the life and mission of the Church," he writes further on, "although not linked to the ministerial priesthood, remain absolutely necessary and irreplaceable."


See Carter's article: � HYPERLINK "http://theelders.org/media/news/words-god-do-not-justify-cruelty-women" \t "_blank" �The words of God do not justify cruelty to women� 


See related LifeSiteNews.com coverage: �� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2007/jul/07072303.html" \t "_blank" �Nelson Mandela's Group of Global "Elders" a Who's Who of Pro-Abortion, Pro-Population Control Movement�   �� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2000/oct/00102001.html" \t "_blank" �Jimmy Carter's Leaving Southern Baptists Seen as Political� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2007/jan/07011104.html" \t "_blank" �Clinton, Carter to Lead Faction of Baptists Away from Biblical Truth on Life and Family �





XXXIX. Archbishop explains barring of nun September 10, 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=16364" ��http://www.cathnews.com/article.aspx?aeid=16364� 


Archbishop Daniel E. Pilarczyk of Cincinnati said he barred Sister of Charity Louise Akers, who supports women's ordination, from catechesis because it was his responsibility to provide "authentic and orthodox Catholic teaching" in his diocese. "Persons who are not in accord with the teaching of the Church should not expect to be allowed to teach catechetical leaders or others in the name of the Church," he was quoted by the National Catholic Reporter as saying in an article in The Catholic Telegraph. 


"We don't hire people to teach only infallible doctrine; we hire people to teach what's in the Catechism of the Catholic Church," he explained, saying Sr. Louise's public position defied Church teaching. "As a result, Sr. Louise may not teach in the name of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati or at any venue for which the archdiocese is responsible." 


Sr. Louise joined the Sisters of Charity in 1960 and has served archdiocesan posts related to the Social Action Office and had been a frequent teacher on justice issues for the Office of Catechesis and Evangelisation, as well as an adjunct and visiting professor at Mount St Joseph and at Xavier University, the NCR report added. 


Archbishop Pilarczyk had asked that Sr. Louise remove her name from the ordination organisation's website and that she publicly rescind her support of the ordination of women. She complied with the first request, but not the second. 


"To do so would go against my conscience," she told NCR. "For four decades I have devoted my ministry to advocating on behalf of the marginalised through religious congregations, justice organisations, ecumenical and interfaith groups. Women's ordination is a justice issue. Its basis is the value, dignity and equality of women. I believe this to my very core. To publicly state otherwise would be a lie and a violation of my conscience. I love, support and cherish the part of Church that upholds the gospel mission and vision of Jesus." "Foremost it, for me, is primacy of conscience which has always been of paramount importance in the history of our Church," she said. 


FULL STORY � HYPERLINK "http://ncronline.org/news/women/archbishop-explains-why-he-barred-nun-catechist" \t "_blank" �Archbishop explains why he barred nun-catechist� (National Catholic Reporter, NCR) 


MY COMMENTS:


SHOULD THE INDIAN BISHOPS NOT SIMILARLY DE-BAR ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA AND THE PRIEST-THEOLOGIANS FROM TEACHING AND SPEAKING EVEN AS THE CINCINNATI BISHOP DID?





FOR THOSE WHO WOULD ATTEMPT TO ELIMINATE OR SECULARISE THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD:


XL. THE ROLE OF PRIESTS IS IRREPLACEABLE�VATICAN CITY, 17 September 2009 (VIS) This morning in Castelgandolfo the Holy Father received a group of prelates from the National Conference of Bishops of Brazil (Northeast 2), who have just completed their "ad limina" visit. 


Highlighting the functions of the various members of the Church, the Pope explained how "the particular identity of priests and laity must be seen in the light of the essential difference between priestly ministry and the 'common priesthood'. Hence it is important to avoid the secularisation of clergy and the 'clericalisation' of the laity". "In this perspective", he went on, "the lay faithful must undertake to give expression in real life - also through political commitment - to the Christian view of anthropology and the social doctrine of the Church. While priests must distance themselves from politics in order to favour the unity and communion of all the faithful, thus becoming a point of reference for everyone".�Benedict XVI indicated that "the lack of priests does not justify a more active and abundant participation of the laity. The truth is that the greater the faithful's awareness of their own responsibilities within the Church, the clearer becomes the specific identity and inimitable role of the priest as pastor of the entire community, witness to the authenticity of the faith, and dispenser of the mysteries of salvation in the name of Christ the Head".�"The function of the clergy is essential and irreplaceable in announcing the Word and celebrating the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist. ... For this reason it is vital to ask the Lord to send workers for His harvest; and it is necessary that priests express joy in their faithfulness to their identity".�The Pope made it clear that "the shortage of priests must not come to be considered as a normal or typical state of affairs for the future". In this context he encouraged the prelates "to combine efforts to encourage new priestly vocations and find the pastors your dioceses need, helping one another so that all of you have better-trained and more numerous priests to support the life of faith and the apostolic mission".�Referring then to the 150th anniversary of the death of the "Cure of Ars", which the Church is currently commemorating with the Year for Priests, Benedict XVI indicated that St. John Mary Vianney "continues even now to be a model for priests, especially in living a life of celibacy as a requirement for the total giving of self, expressed through that pastoral charity which Vatican Council II presents as the unifying centre of a priest's being and actions".�The Holy Father concluded by assuring the prelates of the existence of "many signs of hope for the future of particular Churches, a future that God is preparing through the dedication and the faithfulness with which you�exercise your episcopal ministry". AL/.../BRAZIL VIS 090917





XLI. Indian theologian calls for new paradigm By � HYPERLINK "http://ncronline.org/users/thomas-c-fox" \o "View user profile." �Thomas C. Fox�* October 17, 2009           *see pages 16, 17


'We are called to a deeper spirituality, which liberates us from the slavery of our occupation'  � HYPERLINK "http://ncronline.org/news/women-religious/indian-theologian-calls-new-women-religious-paradigm" ��http://ncronline.org/news/women-religious/indian-theologian-calls-new-women-religious-paradigm� 


Assumption Sister Rekha M. Chennattu (photo by Tom Fox), Samphran, Thailand


Speaking before an international gathering of women religious leaders here, Indian theologian, Assumption Sister Rekha M. Chennattu called for a radically new religious paradigm. Chennattu said the time has come for women religious to leave what she described as a culture of “command and control” and enter one built on “service and friendship.” Her remarks were delivered at AMOR XV, a gathering which has drawn together women religious leaders from throughout East Asia and Oceania. 


Chennattu, who holds advanced degrees in scripture studies from Pontifical Biblical Institute in Rome and Catholic University of America in Washington, described religious formation as a “never-ending dynamic process.” 


“Religious by nature are called to bring about its dynamic permanent renewal,” she said. “We live in a fast changing world and the only thing that is constant in this world is change. The old style of leadership as ‘command and control’ is outdated and cannot work today. The friendship model of leadership seems to be the most appropriate and adequate model for religious communities, as we are consecrated to be sisters and friends.”


She based her egalitarian call on the gospel story of Jesus’ encounter with the Canaanite woman, a piece of scripture that has served at the anchoring text for a nine-day meeting at a conference center 30 miles outside of Bangkok.


Said Chennattu: “Matthew portrays the woman as an active dialogue partner who dares to confront Jesus, the newly found Jewish prophet, with counter theological arguments.”


Her point was that women religious today need to be daring and active dialogue partners. “What does it entail when we say religious women are called to appropriate a new paradigm of religious life? she asked.


Then, before answering her question, she admitted that a move to the new paradigm will likely mean that “inadequate communities may die or merge into newer communities.”


She then listed six calls that women religious today are being asked to respond to:


1. “We are being called out of piety and ritualism into deep communion and communication with God, which results in a vibrant spirituality that is nurtured by the experience of the Paschal mystery in our daily life, made relevant in constant interaction with the challenges of present society and sustained by ongoing renewal (metanoia) in our way of life. 


2. “We are being called out of individualism and personal perfection into community living and sharing of our resources and talents. We are called out of our secure and fixed community into an alternative prophetic community bound by love and lived in common mission. 


3. “We are being called out of our tendency to be conformist into a profound openness to God’s ways and wholehearted commitment to God’s mission (obedience). We are being called out of our exclusive and alienating love into a liberating and empowering relationship manifested in self-giving service (chastity). We are being called out of our enslaving attachments to things into a radical freedom from accumulating material wealth in the midst of a consumerist world (poverty).


4. “We are being called out of our faithfulness to a set pattern of life into a dynamic process of integral formation. 


5. “We are being called out of our secure and safe environments into newer and deeper commitment in favor of God’s choices, witnessing to Jesus’ identification with the poor, his blazing anger at injustice, human rights violations and discrimination against women, and his passion for God’s reign (prophetic mission). 


6. “We are being called out of control and domination into an empowering friendship model of leadership and shared responsibilities in religious life.”


Meanwhile, she said that women religious will not be able to respond to these demanding calls unless they “develop a deeper spirituality, one “which liberates us from the slavery of our occupation and preoccupations and enables us to be attuned to the voice that transforms us constantly and makes us anew.”


A deep and authentic spirituality is required if women are to respond to these calls, she said. It is a spirituality that grows out of an authentic prayer life. She added that “regularity in prayers or observance of the rituals should not be confused with the deepening of spirituality.”


“On the one hand, prayer is not merely something that we do in certain formal moments set aside for prayers – saying rosaries or praying with psalms. These are important and necessary means, but should not to be confused with the goal, the spiritual life or spirituality. 


On the other hand, the claim that ‘work is prayer’ is also misleading. One needs to spend quality time with oneself in the presence of God to hold the different aspects of consecrated life together.”


SELECTED COMMENTS:


1. Sister might think she's revolutionary, but she just piles on the same verbiage we've been hearing it seems like forever. Does anyone read any kind of fresh language here? A single fresh idea? A single phrase that resonates with any poetry? It seems like schools of theology, even the best, just keep on circulating the same old really really tired pseudo-prophetic abstractions. Academic verbiage at its deadening worst. Michael B.


2. And this is why the traditional religious communities who wear habits and have a clear definition and healthy understanding of authority are thriving and building multi-million dollar convents for new recruits, while those who are attempting Sr. Rekha's vision are failing miserably, dying on the vine, and have no effect on catechizing the up and coming generation. 


Sorry gang... say what you want, but this vision has been tried and left wanting. J. Basil Damukaitis


3. Be careful, Sister. Cardinal Rode may decide to visit women religious in Asia after he finishes with the US communities. By Dottie


4. Sister has it backwards. We are to evangelize the world and in that process some justice will come to us here on earth. True justice will come at Judgement Time. By Joseph F. O’Hara


5. Pat, I hear two strains as well. One: faithful to tradition, Christ-centered, spiritually extroverted and introverted, and willing to hear differences. The other: worshipful of change for change's sake, Earth-centered, spiritually narcissistic, and dogmatic with demands. The first is firmly rooted in the grand history of the Church. The second is mired in the culture of the 70's. Yea, I see why we have so much trouble. Fr. Philip, O.P.


6. WELL SAID, FR PHILIP!!!


I THINK IT'S HIGH TIME THAT ROME APPOINTED A VISITATION, AS DOTTIE SAID, TO INSPECT THE WOMEN'S RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN INDIA.


IF THIS IS ONE RESULT OF A NUN BECOMING A THEOLOGIAN, IMAGINE WHAT WOULD HAPPEN ONCE THESE FEMINISTS ARE ORDAINED AS PRIESTS – WHICH IS WHAT THEY ARE DEMANDING [GOD FORBID]. MICHAEL PRABHU, CATHOLIC APOLOGIST, CHENNAI, INDIA


[I SENT MY ABOVE MESSAGE THRICE TO THE NCR, BUT IT’S NOT SHOWING TILL DATE- MICHAEL]





� 1.                       2.�


1. WOMEN PRIESTS              2. A DEPICTION OF THE MASCULINE GOD WHO THE FEMINISTS OBJECT TO 





XLII. Women Still Unequal In The Church: Superior General October 15, 2009�EXTRACT: Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh (SAR NEWS) "Since the Church is conditioned by the society in which it exists, there is still a great deal of gender inequality within it. Despite the progressive thinking of Vatican II, it is very difficult to undo historical biases overnight. Women religious need to do a lot of research to confront these biases." 


This is what the newly elected superior general of the Ursulines of Mary Immaculate (UMI), Sister Elvira Mattappally, felt while speaking to this correspondent. �A postgraduate in science, Elvira also has a degree in theology from the prestigious Papal Seminary at Pune. �In response to a query about the continuing institutional growth of the Church in India, Sister Elvira said the running of institutions per se was secondary. "What is important is that the mission of Christ continues through the spread of Kingdom values like love, justice, freedom and peace." �She did not think that religious congregations run educational institutions only for the elite. They have now made a preferential option for the poor. Fee-levying schools are required to generate resources for other institutions that cater to the underprivileged. This calls for skilful financial management. �When queried about how the Medical Mission Sisters gave up the Holy Family Hospital in Mumbai, and the UMIs took it over, Sister Elvira said that it was a positive development, in which the local laity played a significant role. But today, most of the sisters who are doctors are actually working in rural areas - like Sister Gesualda in Madhya Pradesh, and Sister Archana in Assam. �Almost all fee-levying English medium schools are now running parallel vernacular schools for the underprivileged, she said. �When the question of women’s priesthood was put to her, Sister Elvira was reluctant to answer. She said she respected the tradition of the Church; but she also recalled the words of centenarian theologian Jesuit Father Josef Neuner that there was no real theological objection to women being ordained priests… �[The above article has been placed incorrectly chronologically. Sorry- Michael]


MY COMMENTS:


1. IT’S THE PAPAL SEMINARY, PUNE, A HOTBED OF NEW AGE, DISSENT AND FEMINISM, AGAIN.


2. THE MEDICAL MISSION SISTERS ORDER IS DEEP INTO NEW AGE ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE.


3. SR. ELVIRA CLEVERLY DUCKS THE QUESTION ON WOMEN’S PRIESTHOOD. SHE IS AWARE THAT TO FLAUNT HER TRUE POSITION OPENLY IS TO INCUR EXCOMMUNICATION FROM THE CHURCH.


4. SHE APPEALS TO THE LATE JESUIT THEOLOGIAN, JOSEF NEUNER WHO, SHE SAYS, FOUND “NO REAL THEOLOGICAL OBJECTION TO WOMEN BEING ORDAINED PRIESTS". WHO IS JOSEF NEUNER? READ:





A. Church walks it to mandir by Abhay Vaidya, The Times of India October 25, 2005�� HYPERLINK "http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1273956.cms" �http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1273956.cms�  


Pune-based Catholic leaders such as Joseph Neuner, Kurien Kunnumpuram, Francis X D'Sa, John Vattanky and Subhash Anand have been stressing for lesser control from the Vatican, to make the church "truly Indian and genuinely Christian".�B. Indian Theologians Regret Vatican Inability To Understand Them October 9, 2000


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/2000/10/09/indian-theologians-regret-vatican-inability-to-understand-them/" ��http://www.ucanews.com/2000/10/09/indian-theologians-regret-vatican-inability-to-understand-them/� EXTRACT:


PUNE, India (UCAN) Some theology professors in India have described a Vatican cardinal's comment that "Dominus Iesus" was directed against them as the Vatican's failure to understand religious pluralism in Asia. "Rome has a suspicion that the Indian theologians do not accept the uniqueness of Jesus Christ as the mediator of salvation," said Jesuit theologian Father Josef Neuner, 92, who has taught in various Indian seminaries for the past 60 years. Father Neuner and other theologians in Pune fear that the Sept. 5 Vatican declaration "Dominus Iesus: On the Unicity and Salvific Universality of Jesus Christ and the Church" will alienate other religions. 


The document stresses the "unicity and salvific universality of the mystery of Jesus Christ" and the Church's "salvific mediation" since it holds that "relativistic theories which seek to justify religious pluralism" endanger the Church's mission. The theologians made their comments on reports that Cardinal Edward Cassidy, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, said Sept. 26 that "Dominus Iesus" was directed at theology professors in India. 


Father Neuner told UCA News Oct. 4 that the Vatican "does not sufficiently understand and appreciate the implications of religious and cultural pluralism in India in particular and in Asia in general." The Austria-born Jesuit said the declaration will "alienate Indian theology professors and hamper their creativity and research as they will not be able to speak out openly." Father Neuner said that to emphasis Christ as the only Savior is a "challenging task" for Indian theologians and that "it is also very difficult to make Hindus and Muslims understand it." 





WOMEN, PLEASE SIGN THE "AFFIRMATION FOR CATHOLIC WOMEN" ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE


XLIII. WOMEN FOR FAITH & FAMILY, AND THE AFFIRMATION FOR CATHOLIC WOMEN 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wf-f.org/" �http://www.wf-f.org/� � HYPERLINK "http://www.wf-f.org/EngAff.html" ��http://www.wf-f.org/EngAff.html� � HYPERLINK "http://www.wf-f.org/Docs.html" ��http://www.wf-f.org/Docs.html� �In September 1984, six St. Louis women gathered around a dining room table to discuss their concern that the US bishops, who had announced their intention to write a pastoral letter on the subject of "women's concerns", might not receive an accurate picture of Catholic women. The women were concerned about the impression given in the media that most Catholic women feel "alienated" from the Church, and dissent from Church teachings on issues ranging from abortion to ordination. They were aware that feminist theology had influenced many women and Catholic leaders. They wanted to do something positive to overcome this distorted image of Catholic women. The result of the women's discussions was an eight-point statement of fidelity to Church teachings on a wide range of issues. 





They began to circulate the statement, called the Affirmation for Catholic Women, among their friends and colleagues, inviting them to reproduce the Affirmation and to help collect signatures.�Women for Faith & Family (WFF) was formed to assist in distribution of the Affirmation, to foster greater communication among faithful Catholic women, and to be helpful in communicating their concerns to the bishops and other Church leaders. The response to the Affirmation was overwhelming. Within a few months, 4,000 signatures had been received, and a copy of the Affirmation with a list of the signers was sent to the Bishops' Committee on Women.�By June 1985, 10,000 signatures were given to His Holiness, Pope John Paul II in Rome by WFF director Helen Hull Hitchcock. In August 1985, a list of 17,000 signatures of Catholic women was given to the Bishops' Committee on Women, and WFF was invited to give testimony based on letters received from women at the Committee's hearing in Chicago. In 1985 and 1986, the Affirmation effort was extended to Canada, Australia and Holland, to provide this opportunity to women to give evidence of their fidelity to the Church. Similar efforts were begun in New Zealand and the United Kingdom in 1987 and 1988.�In October 1987, testimony based on approximately 10,000 letters from women was prepared for the US bishop-delegates to the Synod on the Laity.�WFF's testimony, along with a list of names of Affirmation signers was presented in Rome to Cardinal Edouard Gagnon, then president of the Pontifical Council on the Family. Cardinal Gagnon received the women's names on behalf of Pope John Paul II at a public press conference during the Synod. That list included about 30,000 from the US, plus Mother Teresa of Calcutta and all her Missionaries of Charity. About 10,000 additional names came from Holland, Australia, New Zealand, England and Canada. The story was featured in daily newspapers in Rome.�In October 1994, an updated list of more than 40,000 names of US Catholic women was presented to Pope John Paul II in Rome. In January 1999, a list of more than 2,000 of the most recent signers was received by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith outside his offices in Rome.�The Affirmation for Catholic Women, still in circulation, has been translated into at least seven languages in addition to English. (French, Spanish, Italian, Polish, German, Dutch and Chinese.)�MAY I SIGN THE AFFIRMATION?�Yes -- if you are a Catholic woman who upholds the teachings of the Catholic Church!�New signatures continue to be received regularly. As Catholic women become aware of the challenges to their faith, both from the secular culture and within the Church, they recognize the need for their strong and forthright witness.�Affirmation signers are Catholic women of all ages, all states in life (single, married, mothers, religious), all educational and economic levels, and represent a broad political spectrum. Signers include homemakers, students, professional women (doctors, nurses, lawyers, university professors, teachers, writers, etc.) They include women whose work is in their homes, and women with full or part-time employment outside the home. About 10% of the Affirmation signers are women religious -- many from "troubled" orders.�The strong and sustained response to the Affirmation for Catholic Women is without precedent... This is particularly significant because of the explicit nature of the Affirmation, and the "grass-roots" means of gathering signatures.�TEXT OF THE AFFIRMATION FOR CATHOLIC WOMEN�Because of the assaults against the Christian Faith and the family by elements within contemporary society which have led to pervasive moral confusion, to damage and destruction of families and the men, women and children who comprise them;�Because we adhere to the Catholic Christian faith as expressed in Holy Scripture, the Nicene, Apostolic and Athanasian Creeds, in the ecumenical Councils of the Church, and in the continued deepening of the understanding of the revelations of Sacred Truth to the Church by the Holy Spirit through the teaching authority of the Church and of the Successors of Peter, Apostle;


Because we wish to affirm our desire to realize our vocations and our duty as Christians and as women in accordance with these authentic teachings, following the example and instruction of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and the example of Mary, His mother;�Because we are cognizant of our obligations as Christian women to witness to our faith, being mindful that this witness is important to the formation of the moral conscience of our families and of humanity, we wish to make this affirmation:�1. We believe that through God's grace our female nature affords us distinct physical and spiritual capabilities with which to participate in the Divine Plan for creation. Specifically, our natural function of childbearing endows us with the spiritual capacity for nurture, instruction, compassion and selflessness, which qualities are necessary to the establishment of families, the basic and Divinely ordained unit of society, and to the establishment of a Christian social order.�2. We believe that to attempt to subvert or deny our distinct nature and role as women subverts and denies God's plan for humanity, and leads to both personal disintegration and ultimately to the disintegration of society. Accordingly, we reject all ideologies which seek to eradicate the natural and essential distinction between the sexes, which debase and devalue womanhood, family life and the nurturing role of women in society.�3. We affirm the intrinsic sacredness of all human life, and we reject the notion that abortion, the deliberate killing of unborn children, is the "right" of any human being, male or female, or of any government. Such a distorted and corrosive notion of individual freedom is, in fact, inimical to authentic Christianity and to the establishment and maintenance of a just social order.


�4. We accept and affirm the teaching of the Catholic Church on all matters dealing with human reproduction, marriage, family life and roles for men and women in the Church and in society.�5. We therefore also reject as an aberrant innovation peculiar to our times and our society the notion that priesthood is the "right" of any human being, male or female. Furthermore, we recognize that the specific role of ordained priesthood is intrinsically connected with and representative of the begetting creativity of God in which only human males can participate. Human females, who by nature share in the creativity of God by their capacity to bring forth new life, and, reflective of this essential distinction, have a different and distinct role within the Church and in society from that accorded to men, can no more be priests than men can be mothers.�6. We recognize and affirm the vocations of women who subordinate their human role of motherhood and family life in order to consecrate their lives to the service of God, His Church and humanity. Such women's authentic response of consecrated service to the physical, spiritual and/or intellectual needs of the community in no way diminishes or compromises their essential female nature, or the exercise of inherent attributes, insights and gifts peculiar to women. Rather, it extends the applications of these gifts beyond the individual human family.�7. We stand with the Second Vatican Council, which took for granted the distinct roles for men and women in the family and in society and affirmed that Christian education must impart knowledge of this distinction: "In the entire educational program [Catholic school teachers] should, together with the parents, make full allowance for the difference of sex and for the particular role which Providence has appointed to each sex in the family and in society. (Declaration on Education, Sec. 8, paragraph 3, from Vatican II Documents, ed. Austin Flannery, 1981)�8. We pledge our wholehearted support to the teachings of Pope John Paul II concerning all aspects of family life and roles for men and women in the Church and in society, especially as contained in the Apostolic Exhortation, Familiaris Consortio; and we resolve to apply the principles contained therein to our own lives, our families and our communities, God being our aid. �TO SIGN THIS AFFIRMATION, GO TO: � HYPERLINK "http://www.wf-f.org/EngAff.html" �http://www.wf-f.org/EngAff.html��Pass it on to all Catholic women you know who might be interested in making this affirmation their own.�


XLIV. God and Gender by Evelyn Birge Vitz 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/columns/guests/evelynbirgevitz/godandgender.asp" ��http://www.holyspiritinteractive.net/columns/guests/evelynbirgevitz/godandgender.asp� 


Evelyn Birge Vitz is professor of French and affiliated professor of Comparative Literature, Medieval and Renaissance Studies, and Religious Studies at New York University. This article originally appeared in the September 1995 issue of � HYPERLINK "http://insidecatholic.com/Joomla/index.php?option=com_news_portal&Itemid=128" \t "_new" �Crisis Magazine� (insidecatholic.com).


For Christianity, gender is both important and irrelevant. God creates, Christ redeems, and the Holy Spirit sanctifies men and women alike, along with Jews and Greeks, rich and poor, black and white. But, apart from salvation, gender possesses a special importance in Christianity that cannot be viewed as either accidental or superficial. Both views flow from the fact that God is understood in the Judeo-Christian tradition as being fundamentally, if mysteriously and non-genitally male. God is "He." True, God is also seen in some sense as transcending gender or at least as containing both male and female principles. Otherwise, he could not create both man and woman "in his image." 


But the fact remains that the Lord, the unique "I AM WHO AM," is a Father God, not an androgynous divine entity. Indeed, the entire Trinitarian Godhead is male: Christ is the Son, physically, genitally, as well as ontologically. And the Holy Spirit, though in some respects linked to the Old Testament theme of "Wisdom," has been, since the dawn of Christianity, understood in male terms. The Holy Ghost is not an "it," or a "she," but a third "he," united to the Father and the Son in the intensely loving but non-erotic union of the Trinity. 


Human gender is unimportant to the Christian tradition in the sense that all human souls are "feminine" animae in relation to God, the husband and the lover of each soul. 


In the larger sense, this view derives from the understanding of Israel as not merely God's chosen people but as his wife. The Old Testament expresses this eloquently. The Song of Songs evokes the deep love, indeed the intense, almost embarrassingly erotic desire of the lover and the beloved, allegorically or symbolically understood to represent God and his people. The prophets, Isaiah in particular, speak sometimes poetically and idealistically of Israel as God's beloved bride -- Jerusalem is "wedded" to the Lord. 


The Christian tradition maintained this powerfully gendered concept of the relationship between God and his people as a whole, and between God and the individual persons who constitute his people. At the mystical level, the Church is the Bride of Christ, living only in relation to him, obedient to him: Christ is the head and husband of the Church. Thus, the Fathers of the Church presented the Church as born from the wounded side of Christ, as Eve had been created from Adam's side: from his rib. 


The same relationship is borne out at the individual level. Each of us is called to be responsive to divine love: to the love of the Father, to the inspiring love of the Spirit, and to the love of Christ the Bridegroom of the soul, for all are "brides" of Christ. 


If all are female in respect to God, what then is the fundamental importance of gender, of sexual identity, to the Christian tradition -- to Christian experience? 


We return to the Fatherhood of God, and to the fact that he did not create human beings as androgynous aggregates. Nor did he make five sexes, as some at the United Nations are arguing today. In our secular and neopagan world, there are lots of sexes and lots of sex. What you start out with, or as, doesn't much matter. 


Traditional View


But in the traditional Christian view, as taught in Genesis, God created them male and female, that is, either male or female, one or the other. God found that division into two sexes to be "good," a reality not to be improved upon. Thus, our individual gender, our sexual identity, constitutes a fundamental and God-given part of our creatural identity. Indeed, we will retain our sex even at the Resurrection, when our souls will be reunited with our glorified bodies. Our sex is not something we are free to choose for ourselves. 


Nor is our sexual identity something that we can "construct," or that society constructs for, or against, us. This is not to deny that different societies organize and deploy sexual identity and sexual roles differently; in this limited sense, gender can be partly a "construct." But our sexual identity is a gift to us from God, no less than our very life, our soul, and our various physical and mental traits. 


The fact that not everyone feels comfortable with the sexual identity assigned by God is neither here nor there. Many of us are not especially pleased with the way God made us. If we were in charge, we would make ourselves more gifted athletically or academically or musically, more charming, taller and thinner, and so on. Moreover, sex and gender are at least as fallen as anything else about human beings. Most of us have a hard time living with a wide range of sinful tendencies and have to struggle against the inclination toward sexual perversions, or alcoholism, or depression, or procrastination and laziness, or violent rages. Sexual nature is by no means a special case. 


What Does the New Testament Say?


Looking at the New Testament, we may as well begin with the obvious fact that Jesus Christ chose twelve men as his Apostles; these were his original followers and his commissioned emissaries to the entire creation. Presumably, he did not choose them because men are better than women. One of the Twelve was his betrayer, a fact which Jesus knew well in advance. Moreover, no human can ever be as perfectly good as the Blessed Virgin. Mary is honored as the Queen of Heaven, Queen of Angels, Queen of Saints, etc. She is the Queen over and not the Queen among the Apostles. "Goodness," then, is not the issue. 


Can it be that Jesus couldn't choose women because of the low status of women at his time? This argument has always struck me as ridiculous. Or rather, and quite simply, only those who do not believe that Jesus is God can hold such a view. As the punch line to an old joke goes, "A 500-pound gorilla can sleep anywhere he pleases." Well, God made those gorillas. God makes the rules. Are we really to believe that Jesus -- God -- did not, could not do something he wanted to do -- pick women to be Apostles -- because he was worried about what people would think? 


If he did all these things, it must be because that was precisely what he, as the Son of God -- as God himself -- intended to do. No other view is even seriously worth consideration. Since women as priestesses were common in other religions of the time, it can hardly have failed to dawn on God that this was a possibility. 


It has been charged that, at some point, Christianity got onto the wrong foot about the way in which power is assigned differentially to the sexes. But, in fact, this is the foot on which Christ started his religion. Certain fundamental roles of active leadership, of power in this world, were assigned to men, and not to women. 


Paul follows Jesus’ lead in his letter to the Ephesians when he says that wives should obey their husbands and that men should love their wives as Christ loves the Church. All husbands, like the Apostles, represent and embody Christ in the world. And women carry on, and live out, in a special way, the life of the Church. Husbands are to be to their wives as Christ is to his Church. Not merely gender alone but gender authority is therefore divinely instituted. 


Offensive?


Should we women be offended? Am I angry that I can't be pope, and more to the point, that I am not even theoretically papabile? Or, that I cannot be a bishop, and rule over a diocese? That I cannot celebrate the Mass? And, what's more, that my husband, Paul C. Vitz, was not told to obey me? 


But before distributing authority as he saw fit, God had first made men and women. It seems safe to assume that, since he foresaw how he was going to assign power relations on earth, he designed his creatures to find satisfaction in this arrangement. This is not to ignore the effects of the fall, which corrupted human desires and behaviors. 


But in any event, God made the sexes different, with different gifts, desires, needs. Though we all have our "end" in God, what is natural to one sex is not necessarily natural to the other. 


Though Jesus choose men as his disciples, he was extraordinarily good to women. He obviously loved women, as he loved men. He treated the women he met with great tenderness, justice, and mercy. And how those women, those non-Apostles, loved him! One need only think of the "sinful woman" washing his feet with her tears and wiping them with her hair, whose lavish gratitude he defended. Of his kind, tactful, handling of Martha or the woman with the hemorrhage. Of the Samaritan woman at the well, to whom he told the truth about her life, and to whom he promised eternal water. Jesus gave to women the honor of standing at the foot of the Cross, when almost all the men, his chosen Apostles, had denied him and fled. He also gave to these women the glory and the joy of being the first to see him risen from the grave. If you will allow me a bit of Christian irony and paradox, he also gave these same women the honor of his Apostles' disbelief; in this way, he first shared his cross with them after he had risen. 


And what of Mary? God honored women by calling his Mother to a perfection that no one else -- and in particular, no man -- can achieve. Mary, imitated for centuries by both sexes, has been the very definition, not of worldly power, but of compassionate motherhood, of devoted service, of willing obedience. We are told that, from the depths of her loving heart, she "pleads for sinners." I sometimes think that that is women's most important function on this planet: like Mary, like the mother who reminded Jesus that even the dogs get to eat the crumbs that fall under the table, like the woman with the unjust judge, like Martha and Mary who wanted their brother Lazarus back, we women are here to love and to plead. 





Importance of Gender Acceptance


What are the advantages of accepting such a Christian, specifically Catholic, view of gender and its importance? It is worth emphasizing the advantages of such a vision of gender as compared with Protestant views. The original Protestant reformers eliminated, along with many other things, the religious dignity of the female and the feminine: they got rid of the Church, the Bride of Christ. They demoted the Blessed Virgin to an only temporarily-virgin mother of Jesus -- a nice lady, to be sure, but nothing extraordinary; no special crown in heaven for her! When they disbanded the Catholic Communion of Saints (all the redeemed being equally both wretches and holy), they sent into exile, along with the male cohort, such great female figures -- friends of men and women alike -- as Agatha, Agnes, Barbara, several Catherines, Cecilia, Christine, Dorothy, Elizabeth, and on through the saintly alphabet. In the insistence that all should marry, they eliminated the special vocation of consecrated virginity, which had given a special dignity and spiritual authority to nuns and other religious, as brides of Christ. They also attacked the indissolubility of marriage, which has -- as even many feminists now recognize -- protected women far more than men. Many holy nuns and abbesses have exercised remarkable power in the Church -- even in the world -- with a spiritual influence extending far beyond the confines of their convent. One thinks of Hildegard of Bingen, Catherine of Siena, and Teresa of Avila -- of their eloquent but forthright letters to popes, kings and emperors; their wide and effective travels; and their unflagging zeal for renewal in the Church. 


It is important to stress the fact that no other religion in the world, no branch of Protestantism, nor any secular ideology, has such a tradition. In Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy alone do women and feminine principles play so vital and positive a role. In traditional Christianity alone are women praised and prayed to every day by millions of the faithful. 


By the time the Reformation was over, the female -- and indeed all honor paid specifically to women and femininity -- had been expunged from Protestant Christianity. The only important "female" left was the Whore of Babylon. Only males and masculinity were given important roles and glorified. The original result was that men were not only the leaders of churches, they were everything. It is not, of course, that salvation was closed to women, but women had nothing but bit parts and walk-on roles in traditional Protestant society and church. 


But there has been a recent development to all this. Since Protestantism had no valued roles to assign to the feminine, as modern secular culture has moved increasingly toward demands for "justice" for women -- and away from the roles of wifehood and motherhood -- the only apparent solution was to embrace the principle of androgyny. In fact, the attempt has been made to abandon gender identity as having any theological significance at all. Thus, even the traditional Christian sense that we are all feminine souls in the presence of a Divine Husband has almost completely disappeared from Protestantism. 


Today, mainstream Protestant women preach and are ordained to the ministry; they hold positions of church leadership. Today only rarely do Protestant women promise to obey their husbands in their marriage vows. Men and women are indeed understood to be, ontologically, alike. And it is hard to believe that the Fatherhood of God, or the Sonship of Christ, or the "-us" endings to Sanctus Spiritus will long survive the modern attack on gender in the Protestant denominations. The Episcopal Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City has a large crucifix with "Christa" on it over the altar. The Holy Spirit is increasingly replaced by the female "Sapientia." 


In his On the Development of Christian Doctrine, John Henry Newman explained carefully how one can distinguish between development, on the one hand, and corruption, on the other. One of the primary earmarks of genuine development is that it be the continuation and fulfillment of something that existed earlier in Christian tradition. The new "doctrines" on the role of women, and on the concepts of gender and sexuality in general, cannot be seen as the development of an earlier Christian principle. They are novel, and they have their roots in modern secular culture. This is not, then, a genuine "development of Christian doctrine," but the importing, into Christianity, of fundamentally alien ways of thinking. 


There are three ways of thinking about gender. 


The first, androgyny, ends up in nihilism and perversion, by making sex arbitrary and trivial. The second, crude male power over women, is, as we all so clearly see, the result of original sin. The third is what Christianity has always taught: the complementarity of the sexes, in a structure of servant leadership by males. This is not only the tradition of the Church, but it corresponds to our nature. What more can we ask? 





XLV. BIBLE VERSIONS AND COMMENTARIES Answered by Colin B. Donovan, STL


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ewtn.com/expert/answers/bible_versions.htm" �http://www.ewtn.com/expert/answers/bible_versions.htm� EXTRACT: 


INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE �The common practice of English historically has been to use male nouns and pronouns (man, mankind, he) when referring collectively to human beings, regardless of sex. In recent decades some feminists have claimed that this is offensive to them, as it represents a "patriarchal worldview" in which men are superior to women. Through their media influence they have effectively ended such use in publishing, academia, television and movies, as well as in common speech. Within the Church, through the well-oiled machinery of dissent, the rejection of such "non-inclusive" language has been applied to the use of male terms in connection with God. �Whether in the secular arena or in the Church, almost no resistance has been offered to this forced development of language, and few are even aware of what is at stake, seeing it only as a matter of fairness to women. 


Thankfully, the Holy See has resisted the tide and clearly drawn the lines between what is an acceptable use of inclusive language and what is unacceptable. Acceptable use would include those collective expressions for human beings which today a speaker or author would be expected to use, such as "ladies and gentleman" or "brothers and sisters". It is unlikely that any one would use "brothers" or "brethren" for a mixed audience today. Thus, there is nothing wrong in principle to this kind of horizontal inclusive language.�What is unacceptable to the Magisterium, however, is the use of inclusive language in collective terms for human beings which have an anthropological significance, or, in terms for God or Christ (vertical inclusive language). 


The collective term man, for example, is both a philosophically and theologically appropriate term for the human race. Just as there is a certain precedence within the Trinity, by which the Father is God, the Son is God by generation and the Holy Spirit is God by spiration, Sacred Scripture reveals that an image of this Trinity of equal Persons in God is reflected in the creation of woman from man. Adam (which means man) is a man, Eve is a man (since she shares his nature), and each of their descendants is a man. This expresses equality, NOT inequality, as feminists claim. Whatever injustices men have perpetrated on women through the millennia, Adam's sin is the cause, not God and His wise created design.�So, human nature is called man or mankind, and each human person is a man, just as the divine nature is called God and all Three Persons are God. (The sexual distinction is expressed as male and female, though man and woman also does so. Even these contain implicitly the evidence of the origins of woman from man in the economy of creation.)�The problem with vertical inclusive language with respect to Christ is similar. Destined to be the New Adam Christ is prophetically anticipated in certain Hebrew texts which play on the word adam as both the name for the human race and the name of the first member of that race. 


A good example, which can be a test of a text to see if it has objectionable inclusive language, is Psalm 1. It should read "Happy the man who follows not the counsel of the wicked" (or similar). Inclusive language versions will replace "man" with "one" or "mortal" or some variation. The Holy See has rejected this as contradicting the messianic references to Christ implicit in the text, where man refers not only to David the author of the psalm, but back to Adam (the man) and forward to Christ (Son of David and Son of Man).�Finally, the use of vertical inclusive language for God is likewise unacceptable. No one should understand that God is male or female. He is not. God is pure spirit, whereas masculinity and femininity are the properties of animal bodies. In man these bodies are united to a soul, and thus we can also speak of spiritual characteristic of men and women - a way of loving others, for example, that is characteristic of women, versus men, and vice versa. Such spiritual characteristics, whether of men or women, must be rooted in some way in God, who is the source of all good. Thus, in the Old Testament the love of God for his people is sometimes referred to as a "womb-love" (rahamim), a clear reference to the love of a mother for her child. 


Similarly, Jesus in the New Testament speaks of wanting to take His People under His wings like a mother hen. Thus, Scripture shows us, and the Church teaches, that all that is good in man and woman, save the purely material sexual distinctions proper to bodies, comes from the Author of all that is good. �However, is this a warrant to speak of God as Father and Mother, and to avoid the use of male terms with respect to God (Father, Son, Him, He etc.)? While it is certainly just to speak of what is motherly or feminine in God, in the sense described above, it is nonetheless certain that God has revealed Himself in a certain way and that we must first respect His sovereign decision, and second try to understand it. One of the difficulties is that as the debate has gone forward, it has become clear that many Catholic feminists do not respect the Word of God, but see it the word of men re-enforcing an unjust patriarchal order. Since this overthrows Divine Revelation's authority, and many dogmas of the faith with it, it cannot and should not be dialogued with or accommodated in any way. Certainly, the Holy See has taken that stance. Unfortunately, many others who do not intend such a vast rejection of Tradition have been duped into believing in the bias of translations and the influence of patriarchy on the transmission of Revelation in the Church, and so need a good explanation of the reasons for the usages of Scripture and Tradition.


A direct understanding of God is not accessible to human reason. Spirit cannot be perceived or tested experimentally, and so God must speak in analogies familiar to our experience. In choosing which analogs to use in reference to Himself He chose those most suitable within creation. Unlike the Shamrock of St. Patrick, which has a certain similitude to God, there was and is nothing more suitable for explaining God than the creatures He made in His image and likeness, both as God and as Trinity. Thus, He chose the human race to explain Who He is. Man is both the creature in the visible creation most like God, and the creature most understandable to man.�IMAGE OF GOD IN THE NATURE OF MAN�The closest likeness to the spiritual nature of God in the visible creation is the human soul. The spiritual nature of the soul gives to man the capacities to reason and to choose, to know and to love. This is why God made Adam governor of Eden and told him to name the other creatures. In giving Adam a wife God made her a helpmate in these tasks, as she too, having the same human nature as Adam (unlike the other animals), is suited to this collaboration. It should be noted that this work is in the first place a spiritual work, knowing creatures, especially their natures and ends, and wilfully directing them to God's purposes. In the creation in which Man lives, however, this cannot be separated from the need for a body. Thus, although the image of God is primarily said of the soul of human beings, the body of Man has been so designed as to serve the soul and the special place of Man in creation. Unlike God, without a body Man cannot accomplish what has been given to him to do. Thus, both man and woman have been equipped with the primary faculties needed for this work (intellect and will), and with bodies which complement each other in the multitude of different tasks which must be done in life.


IMAGE OF GOD IN THE DIFFERENTIATION OF THE SEXES�God is not a solitary nature but a Communion of Persons. As noted above, the Processions of Persons (Father generating the Son, and Father and Son spirating the Holy Spirit) is reflected in the order of Man's own creation. "Let us make man in our image and likeness. Male and female he created them" (Gen. 1:26). God made the representative type Man (Adam) first, and then differentiated Man into two kinds, male and female, by creating Eve. With respect to the likeness of God's divine nature in Man, man and woman are equal. Thus, Adam is the representative type because of his humanity, not his maleness. However, with respect to the order of creating, as a created analogy to the order of procession within the Trinity, there is a first and second. Adam is analogous to the Father in coming first, Eve to the Son in coming second. Within God this is not a sexual distinction, the Eternal Word is not male or female in the divine nature, but God from God. Rather, it is an order of the procession of life and love. The Father gives life and love to the Son, and the Son returns both infinitely and perfectly, which can only be a Divine Person, the Holy Spirit. �God's taking woman from man emphasizes in the first place, therefore, a fact about God's own interior Life. It then establishes a reality about Man - there is to be an orderly procession of life and love within human nature, as there is in God. This is made possible in human nature by the distinction of the sexes and a complementarity of psychology and body suited to the perpetuation of human love and life in this world. These bodies, male and female, are therefore particularly equipped to pro-create and nurture human life to maturity. The psychology and body of a man enables him to give life and love actively in a manner analogous to the First Person of the Trinity in generating the Son, but also analogous to God's creating the universe outside of the Godhead. 


On the other hand, the psychology and body of woman allows her to receive, nurture and herself communicate life and love, analogous to the Second Person receptively then actively loving and giving life, as well as the creation receiving life from God and nurturing it within.�So, in giving human nature this created order, an order which in our embodied existence includes a common nature, as well as male and female, God not only stamped us with an image and likeness of His own nature and the Trinitarian Communion, but gave us a means and a language to understand Him. The use of male terms (Father, Son, He, Him etc.) are not statements about the masculinity of God, but ways to understand from our experience of ourselves, imperfect as we are, what are essentially spiritual realities. If God's self-revelation is perverted, then both our understanding of God and ourselves is changed, as well. When God is named Mother (and a name speaks of what is of the essence of a thing), God is turned into an earth goddess of which we are but a part (panentheism). This is, in fact, what New Agers believe, and sadly some Catholics. On the other hand, as Father He is the transcendent Creator. Likewise, if there is no order in creation between man and woman, then the Church's sexual and marital teaching is not valid. Not surprisingly, there is a close connection between the ideological foundations of feminism and those of lesbianism (less so, male homosexuality). Thus, it is both theologically and anthropologically necessary to preserve the use of male terms with respect to God and Christ, as well as in some case of collective nouns referring to the human race.





ON THE LIGHTER SIDE


A philosopher and a theologian got into an argument.


The theologian said, "A philosopher is just a blind man in a dark room looking for a black cat which is not there."


"Maybe", said the philosopher, "but a theologian would find it."





SELECTED RESPONSES TO MY PILOT LETTER ON THIS ISSUE. WHILE NONE OF THE RESPONDEES REQUESTED THAT THEIR IDENTITIES SHOULD BE WITHHELD, I CHOSE NOT TO DISCLOSE THEM


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �prabhu� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� Sent: Monday, March 08, 2010 12:00 AM Bcc: miscellaneous


Subject: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD?


Dear Reverend Fathers and friends,


If you have not heard from me for a long time, it is because I am busy completing the eighth in a series of articles on Multi-Level Marketing schemes and products. The uploading on the web site of the first one [BIOCONNED...] is over, but I shall give you the URLs when all are complete.


However, I had to write to you urgently today because of this article on the priesthood by a Fr Subhash Anand. He was one of the commentators of the New Community Bible.


See the attachment. His article is reproduced therein. I have also given my comments in green color.


In case you wish to write me your comments, they are most welcome. But I request you to first please read VERY CAREFULLY both -- the article of Fr Subhash Anand as well as my comments. Please, only then write to me.


This appears to be a very serious matter, striking at the core of the Catholic Church. I have understood Fr Subhash Anand in a particular way. Take your time. Please give me your impressions and correct me if I am wrong and have misunderstood him. 


I can upload the attachment on the web site only if some of you agree with my conclusions as to what he means. So, please do write back. If you would like your name not to be used, I shall withhold all identity of the writer, so kindly inform me of the same. Thanks in advance, Michael


THE ATTACHMENT SENT WITH THIS LETTER CONTAINED ONLY THE FIRST 13 PAGES OF THIS REPORT.





1. From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Tuesday, March 09, 2010 6:42 PM


Subject: Re: SUBHASH ANAND'S RESPONSE TO A LETTER REGARDING HIS ARTICLE ON THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD


SHOCKING. Will report to Fr Rufus for deliverance prayers. AA, London


From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Wednesday, March 10, 2010 8:56 PM


Michael, I read Subhash's answer and I am sad. One should not address him as father, maybe this gives him a shock. If India (including the wrong inculturation priests) can get rid of our RC priests, the Hindu extremists have no problem anymore.


I have recommended you to be invited to give talks, now this will take time, but ever so often I mention you, especially when my book is mentioned. It is in the second edition in German, First in Russian, the Italian and English should come out soon. I have not forgotten to send it, but feel you should have the English version. Nearly all my articles had been published in India… Love  to you both AA, London





2. From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �prabhu� Sent: Monday, March 08, 2010 10:12 AM


Subject: RE: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD?


Dear Mike, Thank you for sharing the article with me. Well, my knowledge on this is very very poor, but if Fr. Subhash Anand is working towards doing what you suggest he is, then we are in big problem. It does seem a big game plan to break away from Rome. I hope those who are faithful to Rome (Bishops & Priests) do speak boldly against this. Thanks, Love BB, Oman





3. From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �prabhu� Sent: Monday, March 08, 2010 7:12 PM


Subject: Re: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD?


Dear Mike, The entire article stinks. It is because of such "priests" that many leave the Catholic fold. After all, the very notion that there are other ways to salvation - that there is no real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist... all these sacraments are "symbolic" - it is these ideas that wreck the faith of Catholics. Because these heresies are also brought out in their sermons. And the disgusting limit is that these are being taught at Seminaries. The new breed priest has no ground at all. How can one expect any power and commitment from these new age priests? As the saying goes - "To those who believe, no explanation is necessary, while to those to do not believe - no explanation is possible". I think the Vatican should be very firm not to allow such people to become priests. By making them witnesses of the Catholic faith - when they themselves are not convinced about it and think differently about it - how can these be expected to proclaim the faith? It's time that we weed out these priests especially from positions of authority, teaching etc. For I'm sure that even a few good, genuine priests would be enough, rather than a large quantity of heretical ones, who only serve to dilute the faith, and destroy it.�Keep up the good work Mike. God bless and be with you always. Much love and prayers, CC, Goa





4. From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michael Prabhu� Sent: Tuesday, March 09, 2010 1:59 AM


Subject: RE: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD?


Dear Michael,�Thank you for sending that odd article on 'Cultic priesthood'. I have read it through and I agree with you that it seems heretical, however I have now printed it off so I can study it more carefully. 


I will report to you when I have but initially I think it worth saying that we were taught that St John didn't mention the Consecration at the Last Supper because by the time he wrote his Gospel he had read the other three and knew it was covered in each of them as well as by St Paul.�I don't like this attitude that Rome 'doesn’t understand us' and we must have more autonomy in our own country.  Our bishops say the same and for all the worst reasons. "Ubi Petrus, ubi Ecclesia" is the true Catholic slogan. God Bless, DD, Founder, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, U.K.





5. From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Tuesday, March 16, 2010 6:19 PM


Subject: Elimination of the cultic priesthood


Dear Michael, I just started reading your above article. Though I have just begun, it gives me a feeling that I should read it slowly and understand it clearly as you have said. This is message is sent to thank you specially for this article and also it makes me to feel happy for you that you are back again on track, and I will get back to you. From the outset itself it makes me to think that it has something very important for me to discern what Fr Anand is writing is right or wrong. Thank you. EE, Dubai





6. From: PRIEST, name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� Sent: Thursday, March 18, 2010 7:07 PM


Subject: RE: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD?


My Dear Michael, I do hope and pray that you and family are well. I am very busy these days… However, when i see your great concern on the heretical article on the priesthood, my conscience urges me to contribute in even a small way towards giving a correct image of the priest hood - For the moment; I am sending you what the council of Trent said on seminary formation and on seminarians as future disciples. The second is on the priesthood from the Catholic encyclopedia which does not use the word priest as this misguided person is seeking, but from the Jewish priest onwards builds up in very clear terms the priesthood. 


I would have liked to write a full article (which I will do when I am more free) but for now please accept the information which is enough to reject everything in that article [written by Subhash Anand]�Bye, With Love Blessings and Prayer. Pl. acknowledge attachments recd. FR. FF, Mumbai


From: PRIEST, name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2010 6:20 PM


Subject: RE: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD?


My Dear Michael, […] Yes indeed, Subhash Anand's article is indeed "HERETICAL". As soon as I write my article on priesthood, I will endorse a copy to you. Bye, Love and God Bless. FR. FF, Mumbai





7. From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Tuesday, March 23, 2010 5:22 PM


Subject: RE: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD?


Dear Michael, I have just finished reading Subhash Anand’s article and your comments. Unfortunately, I lack the expertise necessary to give you the authoritative comments and references to discuss the many questionable theories and suggestions found in the article. What I can do, is share with you some of my very general thoughts, hoping that in the meantime you will have received more useful comments from your other contacts.


1. S. Anand seems to be a great believer in the misuse of the historico-critical research method. 


The importance and usefulness of this method is supported by Dei Verbum, which points out however that the method has its limits and the interpretation of divine Scripture must always take into account that the text is divinely inspired, and that therefore one must search not only for the original sense that the author wanted to give to the text, but also search for the universal teaching it contains as a text inspired by the Holy Spirit. This “authentic” interpretation of the text belongs to the Church. (Dei Verbum number 11 and following numbers).


So, it is correct to ask oneself which were the exact words pronounced by Jesus during the last supper, but one cannot limit oneself to that. It has no sense to speak of an “original Gospel”. We don’t have a single Gospel: we have 4 inspired Gospels, and all four contain the Word of God, so we must go one step further and ask ourselves what the Spirit is telling us through the Gospels and their variations, and how has the Church (through Tradition) interpreted the text and its variations, and in some cases contradictions.


2. The Words of Christ are not static, nor are they stuck in the past. 


The Word of God is alive, and acts inside the Church, whose members meditate and live the Word of God. Priesthood is the result of the meditation and understanding of the Words of Christ. Since it is the Church, that is the successors of Peter and the Apostles, who have understood Jesus’ words as the constitution of priesthood, I believe that our faith invites us to see that as an inspiration of the Holy Spirit, who helps the Church interpret correctly God’s Revelation. I also believe that when Jesus made Peter the first among the Apostles, he also gave him and his successors the ability to “tie and untie”, that is to make practical decisions for the life of the Church.  


3. The sacrament of the Holy Orders existed well before Trent. Moreover, the reason for Trent was the counter-reformation of the Catholic Church following Luther’s Reformation. Therefore, the decisions and anathemas of the Trent document must be read in this light in order to fully understand them, in particular the points on priesthood and on the Virgin Mary, which many were written having in mind Luther’s and other Reformers’ affirmations on those doctrinal points. Since Subhash Anand is a huge fan of the historico-critical method, I wonder why he doesn’t mention nor take this into account in his chapter titled “Understanding the Council of Trent”?


I’ll be looking forward to your updates on this matter.


Very warmly in Christ, GG, Catholic Ministry, Balerno, Switzerland





8a. From: PRIEST, name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �prabhu� Sent: Thursday, March 25, 2010 3:16 PM


Subject: Re: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD?


Dear Michael, Yes, you should follow up the matter. FR. DR. HH, SDB., Canon Law expert, Kolkata





9. From: PRIEST, name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Thursday, March 25, 2010 8:14 PM 


Subject: hello


Dear Michael, I received safely your messages. I am still alive but very busy. I am out of station for one week giving classes on 'Introduction to the Bible' to some Dominican seminarians in France.�I am always interested with your correspondence and soon I will read the article on Fr Subhash Anand. I suppose he is one of these new theologians who dissent from the Church Teaching. So many theologians in our times are leading astray from the right path of salvation many innocent or ignorant souls of young people like seminarians, laypeople, religious and it is why they also deserve what Jesus told about the one who is scandalizing a little child: "It would be better for him if a millstone were put around his neck and he be thrown into the sea than for him to cause one of these little ones to sin". 


Today the attention of the Churchpeople and Pastors is (at last!) focused on children abuses (it is never too late to face the tragedy and to repent): at least in some countries they are taking things seriously (in India the problem does exist also but has not yet be tackled by authorities). What the heretics are doing is worse than children abuses. They are disguising themselves under the appearance of sheep and lambs and are playing with simplicity of faithful abusing them in area of Faith, and unfortunately the reactions of the Shepherds (in India sure but even sometimes in Rome) is very weak and slow. 


Surely one day things will change and we are working for that, but how many are in the meanwhile losing their Faith, quitting the Church or turning to New Age doctrine and getting lost for ever because of perverted theologians, careless or twisted formators, because of dumb pastors who are not fulfilling their first duties... What a big tragedy!





Times are bad and the Church is not yet out of the mire! Let us do all what we can to help Church authorities to recover and to take the appropriate actions. What is at stake is the salvation of thousands and thousands of souls!�Above let us pray and do penance as Our Lady has asked us so many times! We are so much in need of holy priests, holy bishops and holy religious, holy laypeople; let us pray for each other! Pray also for me!�In the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, FR. JJ, OSB., Theologian, Teacher at Indian seminaries, France





10. From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jmanjackal@yahoo.com" \o "jmanjackal@yahoo.com" �James Manjackal� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �prabhu� Sent: Friday, March 26, 2010 3:40 PM


Subject: Re: ELIMINATION OF THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD?


My dear Michael,


I read the article and your comments on it. It is a pity that we have such priests and formators in the Catholic Church. I write my comments as follows. In fact I feel sad after reading it. May God bless you for your "active voice" against erroneous teachings. I wish you a very happy Easter, my son


Today is 25th of March 2010, Friday in the Passion week of the liturgical year. As soon as I came back from Poland after preaching two big conventions, I opened my emails and I was so sad after reading the email from Michael Prabhu with the article of Fr. Subhash Anand on the Eucharist and priesthood. Also I read the comments of Michael, a layman, on it. I went to my chapel and poured out my grief over the article to the Living Jesus in the Tabernacle and prayed for Fr. Subhash Anand that the Lord may give him the gift of repentance for his wrong attitude towards the Holy Eucharist and Priesthood and be obedient to the teaching of the Bible and the Church, and to save the Church from such modernist and heretical theologians and scholars. When ever someone speaks or writes negative about the Holy Sacraments especially of the Holy Eucharist, and the Holy Mother the Church, I am very much pained in my heart because I love the Church and the Sacraments, and all my preachings are pointed at bringing people to the living Lord through the experience of Sacraments in the Church.


After the prayers, I asked myself along with Michael Prabhu, what the CRI or CBCI will do about this priest? My answer was they would keep silent about it. Then I thought of the message of the Holy Father Pope Benedict recently in a Wednesday audience that silence is one of the greatest sins of today. So I decided to write these lines. 


My first reaction is this, that if Fr. Subhash Anand is convinced of what he writes, he should be honest to stop celebrating Mass and leave the priesthood. His truth should set him free! If he does not believe in the truths of the Holy Eucharist and priesthood taught by the Bible and councils of the Church why should he continue as a priest as a formator? But I know that he will not do it as he knows well the social and financial gain in the priesthood! If we read the history of the Church we can see many holy and committed theologians who built up the Church and at the same time unholy, unfaithful, disobedient and "modernist" ones who destroyed the Church. I find nothing new in his teaching, these are taught and preached by the Pentecostal free churches and sects all over the world. When Mr. Jose Anathanam or Devasia Mullakara, two lay people, taught the same in their sects, they were ex-communicated by the church in Kerala! But what about a Catholic priest, that too a formator in the world famous Pune Papal Seminary for thirty five years and an orator in the national and regional gatherings of priests!!??


There are many theologians who want to be "modern" today and to get the praise and applause of the people and giving headlines in TVs and news papers. What does it mean to be modern today? It means to speak and write some thing contrary to the normal and traditional way in the church or society. If some theologians say not to believe in Jesus as the only Saviour, not to spend time in personal prayer, not to say the Breviary or the Rosary, women should be made priests, priest should not be celibates, Jesus is not really present in the Mass etc., they are termed as "modern" theologians. Nowadays many young priests come out of their formation with confused minds, without a clear understanding of sound theology or Bible, as their professors themselves were confused. It is about them that St. Paul  writes "For the time will come when people will not tolerate sound doctrine but, following THEIR OWN DESIRES AND INSATIABLE CURIOSITY, will accumulate teachers and will stop listening to the truth and will be diverted to myths" (2 Timothy 4:3-4). "Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the last times some will turn away from the faith by paying attention to deceitful spirits and demonic instructions THROUGH THE HYPOCRISY OF LIARS WITH BRANDED CONSCIENCES" (1 Timothy 4:1-2) Hearing the erroneous and heretical teachings of the modern funny theologians, I feel that end of the world is near! I know many theologians and professors in the seminary who do not believe in the basics and fundamentals of Christianity.


Level-headed and balanced formators with holiness of lives is a need of today.


I think a purging is needed among the theologians and scholars in the Church today. Look at the uncompromising attitude of St. Paul in the early Church:  "...For our Pascal Lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us celebrate the feast, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with immoral people, not at all referring to the immoral of this world, or the greedy and robbers or idolaters; for you would then will have to leave the world. But I now write to you not to associate with anyone named a brother (in early church the believers in Christ were called brothers) if he is immoral, greedy, an idolater, a slanderer, a drunkard, or a robber, not even to eat with such a person. For why should I be judging the outsiders? Is it not your business to judge those within? God will judge those outside, purge the evil person from your midst" (1 Cor 5:7-13) I say those good Catholics should keep themselves away from theologians and scholars who teaches wrongly and purge them from our society. 


FR. JAMES MANJACKAL, MSFS, Retreat preacher, Munich, Germany








8b. From: PRIEST, name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �prabhu� Sent: Saturday, March 27, 2010 11:10 AM 


Subject: Re: FEMINISM AND FAITH


Dear Michael, Thank you for the mail. You are fighting for the Catholic Faith and there is no doubt that on issues like the Ordained priestly ministry there is no alternative in the Church; it must be defended at all cost as Christ willed it and as the Catholic Church upholds it. May God bless you! FR. DR. HH, SDB., Canon Law expert, Kolkata





11. From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �prabhu� Sent: Saturday, March 27, 2010 12:11 PM


Subject: Re: ON THE CULTIC PRIESTHOOD


Dear Michael, I gave a gist of Subhash Anand's article to our children last night after dinner and they were indignant. We discussed the issue at length. I think the children will come up with a response… KK AND FAMILY, Goa


From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �prabhu� Sent: Monday, March 29, 2010 10:19 AM


Subject: Comments on Cultic Priesthood: From New Testament to Trent


Dear Michael, Thanks for waiting patiently! We printed out the article and went through it the best we could with our limited knowledge of Scripture. I have made some comments in blue in the text itself. We don't like the tone of the article. The superior attitude comes through. For e.g. when he says on page 1 itself talking about the Sabbath that "even God observed this rule (Gen 2.2) it seems to be mocking God whereas any Biblical scholar worth his salt would interpret this as God creating the Sabbath to take men into the Sabbath because though we were created on the same creation day as the beasts, we were created to serve him - if we don't then we are no better than the beasts.�Also we have found one place where the author trips on his own words (footnote no. 33). We are of the opinion that by shooting at the validity of the Priesthood, the author also negates the Eucharist and also the Real Presence of Jesus in the species of bread and wine, and by extension the Papacy and the whole Magisterium. God Bless, KK, Goa


THE TWO LETTERS ABOVE AND THE COMMENTS IN BLUE BELOW ARE WRITTEN BY A COUPLE AND THEIR ELDEST TWO CHILDREN WHO ARE ALL IN CATHOLIC MINISTRY AND HAVE HAD NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL EXPOSURE. THE SENTENCES BELOW IN Georgia 10 font size, black, ARE FROM SUBHASH ANAND’S LETTER, PAGES 1-10 OF THIS REPORT, AND ARE ONLY COPIED TO SITUATE THE COMMENTS.


Holiness tends to create borders: sacred and profane, clean and unclean. Love, on the other hand, crosses all boundaries. 


This is a typical Protestant argumentative gimmick: Protestants typically argue in an either -or style whereas Catholics believe in a both –and type of argument. “Be you perfect, just as my Heavenly Father is perfect (holy). Is Fr. Anand trying to say that there is no sin?  This is a New Age belief.  


John, I am afraid, would not be happy with this statement. 


This very presumptuous of Fr. Anand! Where does John ever pit the Eucharist against love? This is simply JUMPING to conclusions that seem to be clear only to Fr. Anand. While in the preceding text Fr. Anand rejects the centrality of the Eucharist, in his email dated 8 March, Fr. Anand contradicts himself by stating that he believes what the “Second Vatican Council wants us to believe”) 


…because whatever we do to help a needy person we do it for Jesus. 


Is Fr. Anand now trying to deny that the Eucharist is NOT the Real Presence of Jesus?


A person in need becomes Immanuel for us, for through him God is with us, inviting us to accept Him.


This gesture of breaking bread is the symbol of Jesus: the person totally broken for others. 


Once again Fr. Anand seems to be equating the breaking of bread at Emmaus with a gesture – this act of Jesus is clearly a Eucharistic Act!  It does not merely have “Eucharistic overtones” as Fr. Anand states but IS the Eucharist. The episode has Eucharistic overtones. We may explain the scripture beautifully to others, but they may still not recognise Jesus. They will surely do so when they see us becoming the bread broken for others. Only when, in memory of Jesus and empowered by him, we tell our sisters and brothers, not merely in words, but through our life, “This is my body broken for you. This is my blood shed for you,” will we help them to recognise Jesus. 


In other words there is no Mass and NO NEED of the Mass, according to Fr Anand.


For Paul the greatest gift the Lord gives to his church is not the Eucharist, but the ability to love (1 Cor. 13.13). 


This is a blatant jumping to conclusions based on one's own agenda – Paul never implies that love is greater than the Eucharist – is this exegesis or pure speculation?


All other aspects of Christian life, even the Eucharist, make sense only if we love.


This is a pure diversionary tactic – by emphasizing Paul's admonition of the Corinthians' bad behaviour he is diverting the point of the whole passage – the passage has always been used as a classic definition of the Institution of the Eucharist or the Lord's Supper. Why has Subhash Anand ignored this? 


He is our great priest in heaven (Heb 10.21). He loves us and so he makes us priests for His Father (Rev 1.6; 5.10; 20.6).  All are priests – a typical Protestant belief – there is no NEED for ordained priests.


Thus there is a factual discrepancy between Luke and Trent. How can we be certain that its claim that Jesus instituted the priesthood is not another factual discrepancy?


If you see footnote no. 33, it is clear that Fr. Subhash Anand has shot himself in the foot. This footnote quotes Joachim Jeremias opining that “Luke drops those (remembrance) words after Jesus gives the cup precisely to retrospectively legitimize the practice of celebrating the Eucharist with bread alone.” If this is true, there is no question that the Council of Trent contained any factual discrepancy!








THERE IS ACTUALLY A BOARD GAME IN WHICH THE WOMEN PRIESTS ISSUE FIGURES!


XLVI A. VATICAN The Board Game � HYPERLINK "http://www.vaticanboardgame.com/index.php" ��http://www.vaticanboardgame.com/index.php�


� HYPERLINK "http://opinionatedcatholic.blogspot.com/2007/08/play-vatican-board-game-unlock-secrets.html" ��http://opinionatedcatholic.blogspot.com/2007/08/play-vatican-board-game-unlock-secrets.html� �VATICAN, historically accurate, is more compelling than the depictions of the Catholic Church in popular culture. Reality and truth are always more interesting than fiction.�VATICAN is a fascinating way for all to understand a central point of Catholic identity, and will appeal to a wide variety of audiences, whatever their religious preferences.�VATICAN is sophisticated, filled with nuance that makes replays as enjoyable as the first time you play it. For teachers, it’s a powerful educational tool – for a gathering of friends, it’s a stimulating experience.�VATICAN – a high quality game that makes the ideal gift. Buy now – fun and learning in an outstanding package! �fold out game board where the life and career of the aspiring cardinal is played out.�- A total of 286 cards including:�Career Events cards describe events that impact a cardinal's career.�Take a Stand cards require players to choose positions on critical issues facing today’s church and address the issues from a historical perspective.�Electoral Run-Up cards present the opportunities and perils cardinals face in the critical days before a papal election.�Conclave cards detail important events that determine actual voting in the conclave.�- Six cardinal game pieces; choose the one that best reflects your personality.


This game is designed for 2 - 6 players, ages 15 and up.





XLVI B. � HYPERLINK "http://maxowar.livejournal.com/88536.html" ��http://maxowar.livejournal.com/88536.html�


I had recently bought "Vatican". It is this game about trying to become Pope. Basically, 6 players, all are Cardinals, try to make their way to become pope. Hahaha... you can look at it more as an educational game. It guides the player through the processes that a person becomes pope. But it was made by a secular company, so at the end of the day the game left out the more spiritual aspect of the election but emphasized on the more physical aspects such as popularity, position on issues and support.�I thought that part was interesting because the game depicted stands of the church and the world and how sometimes they agree and disagree. Since the game was secular, it did not take into account the more dogmatic part of the church. 


It depicted certain unchangeable things like they were changeable, e.g. women priests issue. Keenan�


XLVII. From Allwyn Fernandes, Journalist & Communications Professional � HYPERLINK "mailto:allwyn.fernandes@gmail.com" ��allwyn.fernandes@gmail.com� March 24, 2010: It's out! The secret of Astrid Lobo Gajiwala's "Guest Editorial" in The Examiner!�Yes, we are right! The Church's Gender Policy now on the CBCI site* does mention Dr Astrid Lobo Gajiwala as one of those who drafted the document. Why then did she hide this from the readers of The Examiner when she wrote the "guest editorial"? It was not just the bishops' gift to the women of India, it was her own gift! For some reason, she was reluctant to acknowledge it!�Acknowledgements: Commission For Women is deeply grateful and indebted to the CBCI Standing Committee, Secretariat, Commissions and Institutions for the preparation and promulgation of the CBCI Gender Policy.�We would like to acknowledge the Regional Chairmen of the Commission For Women, Bishop Ignatius Menezes, Bishop Paul Maipan, Bishop Lucas Sirkar SDB, Bishop Mathew Anikuzhikattil, Bishop Edwin Colaco, Bishop Leo Cornelio, SVD, Bishop Thomasappa Anthony Swamy, Bishop John Baptist Thakur, SJ, Bishop Andrew R. Marak, Bishop Anil Joseph Thomas Couto**, Bishop Yvon Ambroise, Bishop Alphonse Bilung, SVD and Bishop John Barwa, SVD for their commitment towards developing a Gender Policy for the Church in India.                                                                                      **SEE PAGE 106�We appreciate the committed efforts and hard work of the Regional Coordinators, Ms. Pansy Thomas, Sr. Bernard OSU, Sr. Mary Rita FC, Ms. Beena Sebastian, Ms. Teresa Irene Rodrigues, Ms. Sugantha Sathiyaraj, Sr. Daisy Athickal, Ms. Bernadette Pitchai, Sr. Mary Thomas RNDM, Ms. Albina Marak, Ms. Muriel Schooner and Ms. Angelina J. Brar.�"The zeal, hard work, and expertise of the Drafting Team, Dr. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, Dr. Rita Noronha, Ms. Lida Jacob IAS, Dr. Neena Joseph, Ms. Loy Maria George, and Sr. Lilly Francis SMMI, who made the Gender Policy possible. The CBCI Commission for Women is extremely indebted to the Team. We are especially grateful to Fr. John Desrochers CSC who graciously collaborated in this endeavor."


We appreciate the Advisory Members, Ms. Chinnamma Jacob, Ms. Mungreiphy Shimray, Ms. Rosakutty Abraham, Ms. Rita V. Chaya, Sr. Philomena D' Souza and Sr. Sreeja SND for their support.�Bishop John Thakur SJ, Bishop of Muzaffarpur, Chairman�Bishop Edwin Colaco, Bishop of Aurangabad, Member�Bishop Ignatius Menezes, Bishop of Ajmer-Jaipur, Member


Sr. Lilly Francis SMMI, Executive Secretary, CBCI Commission For Women � HYPERLINK "mailto:comwomencbci@gmail.com" ��comwomencbci@gmail.com� 


*Empowerment of Women in the Church and Society. Gender Policy of the Catholic Church In India, published December 8, 2009 by the CBCI Commission for women. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.cbcisite.com/Gender_Policy.pdf" �http://www.cbcisite.com/Gender_Policy.pdf�


ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA IS A KEY FIGURE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDIAN CHURCH’S "GENDER POLICY". IT MEANS THAT SHE IS A TRUSTED AIDE, CONFIDANTE AND ADVISOR TO THE CBCI DESPITE THE FACT THAT SHE IS OPENLY MANOEUVRING FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS. WHAT DOES THAT SAY ABOUT OUR BISHOPS? THEIR "GENDER POLICY" IS THE FEMINISTS’ TROJAN HORSE.


IN GAJIWALA’S RESPONSE [BELOW], TO MY LETTER TO HER [SEE PAGE 26], SHE DIRECTS ME TO GO TO � HYPERLINK "http://www.womenpriests.org/index.asp" \t "_blank" �http://www.womenpriests.org/index.asp�, THE VERY SITE WHICH IS RUN BY FEMINIST 'THEOLOGIANS' WHO ARE DEMANDING THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN PRIESTS.


THE SITE IS FOUNDED BY JOHN WIJNGAARDS, A PRIEST AND THEOLOGIAN WHO TAUGHT AT ST. JOHN’S MAJOR SEMINARY, HYDERABAD, INDIA FROM 1963 TO 1976.





CHECK OUT "DISSENTING AUTHORS AND SPEAKERS" � HYPERLINK "http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/disspeop.htm" �http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/disspeop.htm�.


IT LISTS HIM AS A DISSENTER WHO CATHOLICS SHOULD BE WARY OF. HE IS THE AUTHOR OF "DID CHRIST RULE OUT WOMEN PRIESTS?" [1986], "THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. UNMASKING A CUCKOO’S EGG TRADITION" [2001], "NO WOMEN IN HOLY ORDERS? THE WOMEN DEACONS OF THE EARLY CHURCH" [2002], "WOMEN DEACONS IN THE EARLY CHURCH. HISTORICAL TEXTS AND CONTEMPORARY DEBATES" [2006], AND OTHER TITLES IN DUTCH, FRENCH, ITALIAN AND JAPANESE. IN EFFECT, HE IS ONE OF THE LEADERS OF THE WOMEN PRIESTS MOVEMENT. 


WIJNGAARDS IS "convinced that the Pope and his advisors in Rome are making a serious mistake by dismissing women as priests". In � HYPERLINK "http://www.womenpriests.org/wijnga~1/reasons.asp" ��http://www.womenpriests.org/wijnga~1/reasons.asp� he writes, "Rome’s utter rejection of women’s ordination shocks me." I CAN QUOTE WIJNGAARDS AD NAUSEAM, HE IS FOR MARRIED MALE PRIESTS AND AN END TO CELIBACY, HE IS FOR THE OPEN ACCEPTANCE OF HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE GRANTING OF DIVORCE IN THE CHURCH, AND SO ON AND ON. WIJNGAARDS HAS ACTUALLY "RESIGNED IN 1998 FROM THE PRIESTLY MINISTRY" BUT REMAINS ACTIVE AS A "THEOLOGIAN AND WRITER". HS EMAIL ADDRESS IS � HYPERLINK "mailto:john@womenpriests.org" ��john@womenpriests.org�. 


"Roman Catholic Womenpriests is not an entity of the Roman Catholic Church," PAGE 57.


SEE HIS "MY STAND FOR WOMEN PRIESTS" AT � HYPERLINK "http://www.womenpriests.org/wijnga~1/newwomen.asp" ��http://www.womenpriests.org/wijnga~1/newwomen.asp�. 


IT DOESN’T SEEM THAT ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA AND WIJNGAARDS KNEW EACH OTHER EARLIER, BUT THEY SHARE THE LINKS FOLLOWING:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.womenpriests.org/circles/tm.asp?m=20558&mpage=12" ��http://www.womenpriests.org/circles/tm.asp?m=20558&mpage=12� 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.womenpriests.org/circles/tm.asp?m=20558&mpage=12&key" ��http://www.womenpriests.org/circles/tm.asp?m=20558&mpage=12&key� � HYPERLINK "https://lirias.kuleuven.be/bitstream/123456789/233914/5/Ph.D+Thesis+Merline+Areeparampil.pdf" ��https://lirias.kuleuven.be/bitstream/123456789/233914/5/Ph.D+Thesis+Merline+Areeparampil.pdf� 





CONTINUATION OF CORRESPONDENCE WITH MRS. ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA, SEE PAGE 26


From: name withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" ��michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Tuesday, 30 March, 2010, 7:00 PM 


Subject: Mrs. Gajiwala


Bro., ALG wrote back after my last letter to you and here is our correspondence.


She has not so far answered my letter of 24th instant. name withheld


From: Astrid Lobo Gajiwala <asklobog@gmail.com> Subject: Re: RESEARCH INTO PROPOSED ORDINATION OF WOMEN To: name withheld Date: Tuesday, 23 March, 2010, 4:37 AM


Dear Bro name withheld, I would be happy to help you. 


I suggest you give me specific questions which you would like answered.


You could ckeck out the site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.womenpriests.org/index.asp" \t "_blank" �http://www.womenpriests.org/index.asp� 


Look for article by John Winjgaard. Check women's ordination worldwide. Good luck, Astrid�PS Curious, how did you get my email?





From: name withheld Subject: Re: RESEARCH INTO PROPOSED ORDINATION OF WOMEN�To: "Astrid Lobo Gajiwala" <asklobog@gmail.com> Date: Wednesday, 24 March, 2010, 12:44 PM


Dear Astrid, I hope you don't mind my calling you that. Thank you for replying so promptly. 


In my institution, I cannot access the computer as and when I want to.


One of my senior colleagues who does a lot of research on the Church in India gave me your email address so that I could write to you. He must have collected it along with others over course of time. 


I will be just now checking out the link that you so kindly provided me with. Thank you.


I did ask you some specific questions like "Have you written anything on that topic?", "Please explain how you are a woman theologian (which I read in the December 14 CathNewsAsia report)" and "Advise me if I can quote you in (my study) or not".


Is there any feedback on the thinking of Indian priests as a whole and some individuals in particular?


Are the Bishops of India open to the idea of the ordination of women as priests either to counter a possible shortage of male priests or as a gesture to gender-equality?


What are the strategies that we as religious and laity can adopt to increase awareness among Catholic women in par-ticular and among the laity in general and to generate enthusiasm among them, eventually to bring this to fruition?


I would like my project to be as wholesome as possible for it to have an impact on the religious and ecclesiastical hierarchy as well as the common woman/man.


I didn't want to list too many questions in my first letter in case they turned you off.


I do not have the present email addresses of others whose names I came across in some Indian news reports (Virginia Saldanha, Sr. Shalini D'Souza, Sr. Philomena D'Souza, etc.) or I could have written to them too for their inputs. I don't think that I can do this without some special help from you.


Thanking you in eager anticipation. name withheld


NOTE THAT FR. SUBHASH ANAND DISCONTINUED CORRESPONDENCE WITH name withheld. SEVEN OTHER FEMINISTS AND THE EDITOR OF ‘THE EXAMINER’ [SEE FURTHER BELOW] DID NOT REPLY TO A QUESTIONNAIRE SENT BY name withheld.


THEY APPEAR TO BE FEARFUL AND SUSPICIOUS. IF THEY WERE PURSUING AN OBJECTIVE THAT THEY PASSIONATELY BELIEVED IN, AND IF THEY BELIEVED THAT THAT CAUSE OF THEIRS WAS TRUTHFUL AND JUST, WHY WOULD THEY BE SO DEVIOUS? I CAN ONLY PRESUME IT IS BECAUSE THEY ARE FULLY AWARE THAT THE CAUSE THAT THEY ESPOUSE IS IN OPPOSITION TO SOME OF THE BASIC BELIEFS AND TEACHINGS OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.  THEY WRITE AND SPEAK BOLDLY WITHIN CLOSED CIRCLES, AND WHEN THEY DO MAKE PUBLIC STATEMENTS, THEY AND THEIR KIND ALWAYS COUCH THEIR TRUE AGENDA IN THE EUPHEMISMS OF WOMEN’S RIGHTS, EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN, GENDER EQUALITY, ETC., ETC. 





A VERY IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT:


THE EPISCOPAL ORDINATION OF BISHOP ANIL JOSEPH THOMAS COUTO OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DELHI WAS ON MARCH 11, 2001, WHEN HE WAS APPOINTED AS THE AUXILIARY BISHOP OF DELHI ARCHDIOCESE. HE IS AN AVID PROMOTER OF ECUMENISM AND INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE. HE IS PRESENTLY THE BISHOP OF THE JALANDHAR DIOCESE IN PUNJAB.


I READ THE NEWS REPORT OF HIS ORDINATION CEREMONY IN THE CATHOLIC MEDIA AND I DISTINCTLY REMEMBER IT SAYING THAT IN HIS INAUGURAL ADDRESS THE BISHOP EXPRESSED A FERVENT HOPE THAT THE CHURCH WOULD SOON WELCOME THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS.


I AM PRESENTLY UNABLE TO TRACE THAT REPORT FROM MY ARCHIVES.


HIS EXACT WORDS WILL BE REPRODUCED HERE AS SOON AS I CAN FIND THAT REPORT.


EVEN AT THAT TIME, THOUGH I WAS TWO YEARS AWAY FROM LEARNING TO USE A COMPUTER AND RELATIVELY UNAWARE OF THE EXTENT OF THE DEMAND FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS AMONG DISSIDENTS, I HAD BEEN SHOCKED. 


FATHER ANIL COUTO WAS MY ASSISTANT PARISH PRIEST AND CONFESSOR WHEN I WAS A PARISHIONER OF ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, PRASAD NAGAR, NEW DELHI IN THE MID 1980s.


HERE FOLLOW THE FIVE LETTERS SENT BY OUR GOOD FRIEND name withheld TO BISHOP ANIL COUTO, WITH HIS RESPONSES





From: name withheld Subject: YOUR EPISCOPAL ORDINATION SPEECH, MARCH 2001�To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopanil@vsnl.net" ��bishopanil@vsnl.net� Date: Wednesday, 28 April, 2010, 1:42 AM


Your Lordship, We were searching for the reference to your episcopal ordination speech of March 2001 but could not find it. We will be greatly obliged if you could kindly send us a copy of the same. Thanking you in advance,


name withheld and friends


To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopanil@vsnl.net" ��bishopanil@vsnl.net� Cc: � HYPERLINK "mailto:diojal@vsnl.com" ��diojal@vsnl.com� Date: Tuesday, 30 March, 2010, 2:44 PM


To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopanil@vsnl.net" ��bishopanil@vsnl.net� Date: Tuesday, 30 March, 2010, 2:47 PM REMINDER PLEASE


To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopanil@vsnl.net" ��bishopanil@vsnl.net� Date: Thursday, 1 April, 2010, 5:20 PM REMINDER PLEASE


From: name withheld Subject: Fw: YOUR EPISCOPAL ORDINATION SPEECH, MARCH 2001. FOURTH REMINDER�To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopanil@vsnl.net" ��bishopanil@vsnl.net� Date: Sunday, 6 June, 2010, 5:06 PM


Your Lordship, Even after so many letters and a telephone call to your office (you were not in Jalandhar at that time) to confirm that your email id is correct, you have still not taken a little time to respond to us. It is very sad.


name withheld





From: bishopanil � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopanil@vsnl.net" ��bishopanil@vsnl.net� �Subject: Re: YOUR EPISCOPAL ORDINATION SPEECH, MARCH 2001. FOURTH REMINDER�To: name withheld Date: Monday, 7 June, 2010, 9:16 AM


Dear Bro. name withheld,


I am sorry for not responding to you because, ever since I received your first e-mail requesting for the text of my Episcopal Ordination speech of 11.03.2001, I have been searching through my archives and my memory, despite my busy schedule, whether I could trace it somewhere but have been unsuccessful so far. In fact I had not written out the full speech; it was just a few hand-written notes which I had referred to whilst giving my speech. 


Nearly a decade has passed since that event and I have been transferred to Jalandhar since April 15, 2007. In the process of transfer to a new Diocese and a new situation I cannot remember where I could have placed those notes. 


Nevertheless I am a bit surprised that you have neither identified yourself nor mentioned the reason why you are requesting for the text of the speech. People will normally hesitate to respond to such kind of requests. In Christ


+Anil Couto Bishop of Jalandhar   





From: name withheld Subject: YOUR EPISCOPAL ORDINATION SPEECH, MARCH 11, 2001.�To: "bishopanil" � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopanil@vsnl.net" ��bishopanil@vsnl.net� Date: Tuesday, 8 June, 2010, 3:37 AM


Your Lordship Bishop Anil Couto,


We thank you for replying. 


We are making a study of the works of Sr. Pauline Chakkalakal DSP, Mrs. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, Fr. Suren Abreu, Fr. Subhash Anand and other Catholic writers on the subject of Women's Empowerment, Gender Equality, the ordination of women as priests, etc. in the light of recent statements, moves by the CBCI at a plenary meeting etc. in that direction. 


All of the above people and others too have filled up a questionnaire for us that has helped us to evaluate the issue.


But we do not know of any Bishop who has said anything on the matter.


Then, one of us was happily reminded that in your inaugural speech on 11.3.2001 you had expressed a desire to see the day when women might possibly also be ordained as priests.


We had read this in a Catholic publication but are unable to find out which one it was.


We were hoping to learn exactly what you said, and now we regret that we cannot unless you yourself are able to tell us. We are sorry for not explaining to you the reason for our writing. name withheld 





From: bishopanil � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopanil@vsnl.net" ��bishopanil@vsnl.net� Subject: Re: YOUR EPISCOPAL ORDINATION SPEECH, MARCH 11, 2001.�To: name withheld Date: Wednesday, 9 June, 2010, 2:24 PM


Dear name withheld,


Sorry, I had not said anything regarding the Ordination of women in my episcopal ordination speech of 11.03.2001. I may have said something regarding the role of women in the Church in a pre-ordination interview to one of the Catholic magazines - I forget which one it is and I don't have a copy. Kindly take this correspondence as closed. 


With regards, +Anil Couto Bishop of Jalandhar





RESUMPTION OF CORRESPONDENCE WITH MRS. ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA [NOTE: THE TIME CLOCK ON name withheld’S COMPUTER APPEARS TO BE INCORRECTLY SET]


From: name withheld 


Subject: Fw: Re: RESEARCH INTO PROPOSED ORDINATION OF WOMEN. REMINDER PLEASE�To: � HYPERLINK "http://in.mc946.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=asklobog@gmail.com" \t "_blank" �asklobog@gmail.com� Date: Thursday, 1 April, 2010, 5:19 PM


NOTE: THIS IS A REMINDER TO name withheld’s LETTER OF Wednesday, 24 March, 2010, 12:44 PM, SEE PAGE 105





From: name withheld Subject: THE REPORT IS ALMOST READY FOR RELEASE. WOULD YOU LIKE A COPY�To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:asklobog@gmail.com" ��asklobog@gmail.com� Date: Monday, 5 April, 2010, 12:24 AM


Dear Astrid, Sad you could not contribute more to the completeness of the study. name withheld





From: Astrid Lobo Gajiwala � HYPERLINK "mailto:asklobog@gmail.com" ��asklobog@gmail.com� �Subject: Re: THE REPORT IS ALMOST READY FOR RELEASE. WOULD YOU LIKE A COPY�To: name withheld Date: Monday, 5 April, 2010, 9:49 AM


Dear name withheld,


Sorry. You need to give me deadlines. That's the only way I can handle all on my plate. But I will send you my responses anyway. Sure I would love to see the report. Kind regards, Astrid





From: Astrid Lobo Gajiwala � HYPERLINK "mailto:asklobog@gmail.com" ��asklobog@gmail.com� �Subject: Re: Fw: Re: RESEARCH INTO PROPOSED ORDINATION OF WOMEN. REMINDER PLEASE�To: name withheld Date: Monday, 5 April, 2010, 11:16 AM


Please see answers in red below                                                            [my questions are in blue colour- Michael]


I did ask you some specific questions like "Have you written anything on that topic?" 


I have written on the topic, years ago. Not just on the priesthood of women (which already exists in practice but which needs to be formally recognised by ordination) but also on the diaconate since married men have been ordained as deacons in recent years in Mumbai.


"Please explain how you are a woman theologian (which I read in the December 14 CathNewsAsia report)" 


I have no degrees in theology. However, I have a diploma in Theology for the Laity given by St. Pius X College, Mumbai. I did 4 years of part-time study. I have also attended a number of feminist theology workshops conducted by well known feminist theologians, and have written extensively particularly on feminist theology and inter-religious marriage/families. 


"Advise me if I can quote you in (my study) or not".


You could quote me.


Is there any feedback on the thinking of Indian priests as a whole and some individuals in particular? 


Sorry I so not know the answer to this as opinions differ from individual to individual. You could perhaps get in touch with Fr. Tony Charanghat, Editor, The Examiner for a more official view.


Are the Bishops of India open to the idea of the ordination of women as priests either to counter a possible shortage of male priests or as a gesture to gender-equality? 


The bishops rarely speak openly about the ordination of women. However, privately some of them agree that there is no theological reason why women cannot be ordained, but the time has not yet come for the Church to ordain women. 


What are the strategies that we as religious and laity can adopt to increase awareness among Catholic women in particular and among the laity in general and to generate enthusiasm among them, eventually to bring this to fruition?


The ban on the ordination of women originates in the Vatican, and only the Vatican has the power to drop the ban. Theologians have to push the Vatican to change its stand. Unfortunately when the debate about women's ordination gained momentum, the Vatican banned any discussion on the subject. I find that hypocritical since the Vatican is otherwise a strong proponent of freedom of speech. 


I would like my project to be as wholesome as possible for it to have an impact on the religious and ecclesiastical hierarchy as well as the common woman/man.


I didn't want to list too many questions in my first letter in case they turned you off.


I do not have the present email addresses of others whose names I came across in some Indian news reports (Virginia Saldanha, Sr. Shalini D'Souza, Sr. Philomena D'Souza, etc.) or I could have written to them too for their inputs. 


Professors of Theology: 


Sr. Evelyn Monteiro � HYPERLINK "http://in.mc946.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=srevelynm@gmail.com" \t "_blank" �srevelynm@gmail.com� 


Sr. Pauline Chakkalakal � HYPERLINK "http://in.mc946.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=paulinec_dsp@yahoo.com" \t "_blank" �paulinec_dsp@yahoo.com� 


Sr. Shalini Mulackal � HYPERLINK "http://in.mc946.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=smulackal@hotmail.com" \t "_blank" �smulackal@hotmail.com�         


Sr. Philomena D'Souza � HYPERLINK "http://in.mc946.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=philodsouza@yahoo.com" \t "_blank" �philodsouza@yahoo.com� 


Sr. Jeanne Devos � HYPERLINK "http://in.mc946.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=jeanne@bom8.vsnl.net.in" \t "_blank" �jeanne@bom8.vsnl.net.in� 


Prominent lay women: 


Virginia Saldanha � HYPERLINK "http://in.mc946.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=fabclaity@gmail.com" \t "_blank" �fabclaity@gmail.com�   


Feminist priests: 


Suren Abreo � HYPERLINK "http://in.mc946.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=streptococcus16@yahoo.co.uk" \t "_blank" �streptococcus16@yahoo.co.uk� 


Ralph Fernandes � HYPERLINK "http://in.mc946.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=ralryan@rediffmail.com" \t "_blank" �ralryan@rediffmail.com�    


Allwyn D'Silva � HYPERLINK "http://in.mc946.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=drtc@vsnl.com" \t "_blank" �drtc@vsnl.com�  


John Almeida � HYPERLINK "http://in.mc946.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=john_almeida@rediffmail.com" \t "_blank" �john_almeida@rediffmail.com�


Astrid


NOW ASTRID LOBO GAJIWALA HAS NAMED HER FELLOW FEMINISTS


We have already come across some of their names:


Sr. Evelyn Monteiro is mentioned on page 43


Sr. Pauline Chakkalakal is mentioned on page 16


Sr. Shalini Mulackal is mentioned on page 30


Sr. Philomena D'Souza is mentioned on pages 17, 18, 104


Virginia Saldanha is mentioned on pages 17, 18, 26


So, we have been on the right track. What we did not know were the names of the leading priests with feminist sympathies, at least the names of the four associated with Astrid Lobo Gajiwala.





From: name withheld �Subject: Re: Fw: Re: RESEARCH INTO PROPOSED ORDINATION OF WOMEN. REMINDER PLEASE�To: Astrid Lobo Gajiwala" � HYPERLINK "mailto:asklobog@gmail.com" ��asklobog@gmail.com� Date: Tuesday, 6 April, 2010, 3:45 PM


Dear Astrid,


I thank you very much for your answers, the information and addresses.


I am sure that we will be able to now have a more comprehensive picture.


My senior colleague recalled that Bishop Anil Couto of Jalandhar, at his installation speech in Delhi in March 2001, had said something about his looking forward to the day when women would be ordained as priests. Do you have any information on that or had you heard about that before?


I wrote to the Bishop twice last week but he did not reply. It is possible that his Email addresses have changed as my records are about 18 months old.


I will be delighted to send you a copy of the report as soon as our project is complete. The delay is only because of information still being received, thanks to you.


I must write to Fr. Charanghat {and the other feminists} now, as you suggested.


Wishing you a happy Easter, name withheld


From: Astrid Lobo Gajiwala � HYPERLINK "mailto:asklobog@gmail.com" ��asklobog@gmail.com� �Subject: Re: Fw: Re: RESEARCH INTO PROPOSED ORDINATION OF WOMEN. REMINDER PLEASE�To: name withheld Date: Wednesday, 7 April, 2010, 8:20 AM


Just wanted to add that the ordination of married men as deacons has introduced one more layer above women in the patriarchal hierarchy of the Church. To me this goes counter to Jesus' teaching as given to us by St. Paul: In Christ there is neither male nor female (Gal 3:28) It also trivialises the services rendered by women in parishes which in practice are often equivalent to those of the deacons. 


I would be interested in knowing the responses of my friends to enrich the discussion. Perhaps a common mail. Is that possible? Astrid





name withheld WRITES INDIVIDUALLY TO ALL OF THE TEN ADDRESSES PROVIDED. 


A SAMPLE LETTER IS THE ONE TO FR SUREN ABREO, REPRODUCED BELOW. HE REPLIES FROM A DIFFERENT EMAIL ADDRESS AND SIGNS AS ‘ABREU’ NOT ‘ABREO’


From: name withheld Subject: THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH�To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:streptococcus16@yahoo.co.uk" ��streptococcus16@yahoo.co.uk� Date: Tuesday, 6 April, 2010, 3:29 PM


Dear Fr. Suren Abreo,  


I have been receiving very valuable inputs from Mrs. Astrid Lobo Gajiwala of Mumbai for my research paper, the subject of which is cited above. 


Yesterday she had suggested that I write to several other women theologians (religious sisters as well as lay women) and priests for more information to present a wider perspective of the issue. 


A lot of information is available on the Internet, but there is little or nothing that pertains to the Indian situation. 


That is why I had sought the help of Mrs. Gajiwala and she has answered me in detail and also given me a list of names. Included in her list are your name and your email address. 


I reproduce here the eight questions that I asked Mrs. Gajiwala and which she has replied to. 


I look forward to your answers too. 


I. What are the present thinking and action trends in India for the ordination of women as priests? 


II. Have you written and published anything on that topic? 


III. If there is any research material on the internet, yours or anyone else’s which I might find useful, could you please give me the links? 


IV. Can you give me any feedback on the thinking of Indian priests as a whole and some individuals in particular? 


V. Are the bishops of India open to the idea of the ordination of women as priests either to counter a possible shortage of male priests or as a gesture to gender-equality? 


VI. Is there any Indian bishop who is particularly interested in encouraging the movement for women’s ordination?    


VII. What are the strategies that we as religious and laity can adopt to increase awareness among Catholic women in particular and among the laity in general and to generate enthusiasm among them, eventually to bring this to fruition? 


I will be most grateful to you for helping me complete my work early so that I can submit/publish it. 


VIII. If you are a woman theologian, may I know in brief what that means by way of qualification or approach? 


May I suggest that your answers be included in red colour for easy readability, immediately after each of my questions? 


With kind regards, BRO. name withheld





REPLY FROM FEMINIST PRIEST FR. SUREN ABREU


From: Suren Abreu � HYPERLINK "mailto:suren.abreu@gmail.com" ��suren.abreu@gmail.com� �Subject: Re: THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH�To: name withheld Date: Tuesday, 6 April, 2010, 4:16 PM


Dear name withheld, I have attached my responses...hope they are useful to you. Suren�Love Mother Earth...she's the only one we have.�I. What are the present thinking and action trends in India for the ordination of women as priests?


India, to the best of my knowledge, has not been in the forefront of the movement for the ordination of women to the priesthood for a number of reasons…among those would be the highly patriarchal and male-dominated social ethos in which the male-only priesthood finds a comfortable niche, as well as the fact that other concerns are more important such as taking a stand against the predominance of girl child killing, sale and abuse, female foeticide, wife battering, etc…


The Indian Church is a tiny fragment of the Indian population, and women’s movements, if secular, would not see ordination as a prime concern. Within Church circles, however, feminist groups do exist…but those within the circle of acceptance are unlikely to move beyond an academic discussion on ordination of women, and that too highly reduced after the statement of John Paul II against the ordination of women. 


Groups more on the periphery do exist which are strongly convinced that ordination of women is a matter of right and justice and does not contradict the Gospel message – these groups, however, would not be able to have more than a minor impact on Church thinking and policy.


I am unaware of any action trend currently in existence in India.


II. Have you written and published anything on that topic?


I have had an article printed in the Examiner years ago…I do not have the copy with me and I do not remember the date or issue number. 


III. If there is any research material on the internet, yours or anyone else’s which I might find useful, could you please give me the links?


I have not searched for such links. 


IV. Can you give me any feedback on the thinking of Indian priests as a whole and some individuals in particular?


As a whole, the Indian priestly fraternity is as male chauvinistic as the rest of India and would never contemplate the possibility of ordination of women. Individuals, however, do exist who are not only committed to the rights and dignity of women in this sphere, but who have been ready to speak out for it. Being in a minority enables them to be ignored or sidelined. Some are willing to consider the idea but not to be outspoken about it.


V. Are the bishops of India open to the idea of the ordination of women as priests either to counter a possible shortage of male priests or as a gesture to gender-equality?


No – and for neither reason. 


VI. Is there any Indian bishop who is particularly interested in encouraging the movement for women’s ordination?


Not to my knowledge. 


VII. What are the strategies that we as religious and laity can adopt to increase awareness among Catholic women in particular and among the laity in general and to generate enthusiasm among them, eventually to bring this to fruition?


Awareness always starts with education and a widespread, grassroots and sustained campaign of information of women’s ordination in the early centuries, the lack of a Biblical mandate against ordination of women, the reasons why women’s ordination makes both theological and sociological sense would be a good starting point.


VIII. If you are a woman theologian, may I know in brief what that means by way of qualification or approach?


I am a male who is feminist so I answer that question as a woman. A woman (or feminist) theologian is one who understands theology from a feminist perspective, reading deeper into established scripture and theology to find the truer, more equitable and non-discriminatory meaning, re-theologising from the roots to come to a new theology that presents the good news from a non-divisive platform.





THE SAME LETTER AS THE ONE TO FR. SUREN ABREU WAS SENT TO SR. PAULINE CHAKKALAKAL, DSP


From: name withheld Subject: THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH�To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:paulinec_dsp@yahoo.com" ��paulinec_dsp@yahoo.com� Date: Tuesday, April 6, 2010, 11:22 AM


Dear Sr. Pauline Chakkalakal… 





REPLY FROM FEMINIST THEOLOGIAN SR. PAULINE CHAKKALAKAL


From: Pauline Chakkalakal � HYPERLINK "mailto:paulinec_dsp@yahoo.com" ��paulinec_dsp@yahoo.com� To: name withheld Sent: Thu, 8 April, 2010 9:15:49 AM�Subject: Re: The Ordination of WOMEN as PRIESTS in the Catholic Church> Quick response 


Mumbai > 8th April, 2010 > Quick Response to Bro. name withheld


Dear name withheld, 


At the outset let me congratulate you on your courage and commitment to deal with the Ordination issue in the C. Church.  


To respond to you quickly, I would suggest that you read my book (originally my Doctoral Thesis) entitled Discipleship - A Space for Women's Leadership? - It is a Biblical - Theological work based on sociological analysis of patriarchy in society & church. I have also done a field survey which will be helpful for your work. There is a section that deals with Revisioning Priesthood, essence of Jesus' priesthood, women's ordination, etc. (see pp. 233-249). 


My book is available at Daughters of St. Paul Book Centre, 143 Waterfield Road, Bandra West, Mumbai - 400050. The book was first published in 2004; reprinted in 2007. Only a few copies are left with us. If you want, please contact the Book Centre at the earliest.  


Wishing you BLESSINGS of the RISEN CHRIST,


Dr. Pauline Chakkalakal, dsp, DSP Convent, Bandra





From: name withheld Subject: Re: The Ordination of WOMEN as PRIESTS in the Catholic Church> Quick response�To: "Pauline Chakkalakal" � HYPERLINK "mailto:paulinec_dsp@yahoo.com" ��paulinec_dsp@yahoo.com� Date: Thursday, 8 April, 2010, 4:29 AM [EDITED]


Dear Sr Pauline, 


Thanks for replying. My quick response... I will try and buy the book... I will definitely be quoting you from the book.


However I earnestly request you to please try and answer SOME of my questions which may not find answers in your book. 


The only other person on Astrid's list who replied to me was Fr. Suren. God bless, name withheld





THE SAME LETTER AS THE ONE TO FR. SUREN ABREU AND TO SR. PAULINE CHAKKALAKAL, DSP WAS SENT TO VIRGINIA SALDANHA


From: name withheld Subject: THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH�To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:fabclaity@gmail.com" ��fabclaity@gmail.com� Date: Tuesday, 6 April, 2010, 3:28 PM


Dear Sr. Virginia Saldanha… 





REPLY FROM LAY FEMINIST IN THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF INDIA, VIRGINIA SALDANHA


From: Virginia Saldanha � HYPERLINK "mailto:fabclaity@gmail.com" ��fabclaity@gmail.com� Subject: On Women's Ordination To: name withheld 


Date: Tuesday, 6 April, 2010, 4:36 PM


Dear name withheld, 


I would be grateful if you could kindly introduce yourself and let me know who you are, where you are studying and for what are you doing the research on Women's ordination before I send you my answers. Thank you. 


Virginia Saldanha. FABC OLF, Women's Desk Tel: 91-22-26490161 Mobile 91-9819626197 





THE SAME LETTER AS THE ONE TO FR. SUREN ABREU, TO SR. PAULINE CHAKKALAKAL, DSP, AND TO VIRGINIA SALDANHA WAS SENT TO  THE SEVEN OTHER FEMINISTS, NONE OF WHOM RESPONDED, AND FINALLY TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXAMINER


From: name withheld Subject: THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH�To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:editor@examiner.in" ��editor@examiner.in�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:mail@examiner.in" ��mail@examiner.in� Date: Tuesday, 6 April, 2010, 4:09 PM


PERSONAL LETTER TO FR. CHARANGHAT 


Dear Fr. Charanghat…


With kind regards, name withheld


NB. I have written to you at the Email addresses of The Examiner as Mrs. Gajiwala did not include your personal Email address along with those of all the other sisters and Fathers. 


THERE WAS NO RESPONSE FROM FR. CHARANGHAT EITHER.


NOTE: HE IS A SUPPORTER OF THE NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE [NCB]. 


SEE THE REPORTS CONCERNED AS ALSO NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 07-UNPUBLISHED LETTERS AGAINST ITS ERRONEOUS COMMENTARIES-THE EXAMINER � HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_07-UNPUBLISHED_LETTERS_AGAINST_ITS_ERRONEOUS_COMMENTARIES-THE_EXAMINER.doc" ��http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_07-UNPUBLISHED_LETTERS_AGAINST_ITS_ERRONEOUS_COMMENTARIES-THE_EXAMINER.doc�





LETTER FROM A BISHOP STRONGLY CONDEMNING “SO-CALLED THEOLOGIAN” AND “PROPHET OF DOOM” FR. SUBHASH ANAND


THE EXAMINER, MAY 1, 2010, LETTER FROM BISHOP EDWIN COLACO, AURANGABAD


The April 17 issue of The Examiner has many excellent articles on ‘the priest’. I would term the whole issue as ‘bold’. This boldness is very much required to counter the influence of the ‘bad’ media which wants to project itself as the conscience of the Catholic Church vis-à-vis the scandals about the sex abuse of minors and the celibacy of priests.


Of late, one Fr Subhash Anand has been sending emails quoting the so-called theologians, including Hans Kung, who in effect pose as prophets of doom.


Your bold stand on the Church’s position with regard to the problems confronting the Church is a fitting response to Fr Subhash and to the theologians whose position he is espousing.


On speaking about celibacy, you hit the nail on the head when you say, “It is a process of growing, maturing, befriending, of being free to love God intensely and love His people extensively. Celibacy gives context to a priest’s prayer life, and influences the dynamics of his friendships.”


Our great Cardinal Oswald’s homily you have quoted, intensively and extensively, has put forward the Church’s stand without mincing words. His aside ‘several scientific studies have shown that the percentage of cases arising in the Catholic clergy is much less than outside’ simply and devastatingly destroys the anti-celibacy arguments…


I have to say in conclusion that we should rise above the insinuations of the third-class media, and boldly proclaim the truth.


Bishop Edwin Colaco, Aurangabad





From: name withheld Subject: Re: The Examiner issue - 'bold' 


To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mail@examiner.in" ��mail@examiner.in� Cc: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopcolaco@gmail.com" ��bishopcolaco@gmail.com� Date: Saturday, 5 June, 2010, 3:28 PM 


It so happens that I too received emails of the type that Bishop Edwin Colaco of Aurangabad was referring to (Re: The Examiner issue - 'bold', 1st May, 2010), from Fr Subhash Anand of Udaipur, and they disturbed me very much. 


Fr Anand not only quotes the discredited "theologian" Hans Kung in his support and calls for an end to priestly celibacy, but also strives for "lesser control from the Vatican" over the Indian church, the ending of the cultic priesthood, the introduction of the ordination of women as priests, and much more.


My enquiries reveal that there are several lay feminists and priest-theologians who espouse the same causes as is evidenced in their writings though they are more careful when they address gatherings of bishops. 


In one of his recent email letters, Fr Anand claims that he was "asked to address three national and three regional gatherings of priests" this year alone. If, as Bishop Colaco says, Fr Anand is in league with dissidents, why then does the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India not do anything to restrain him and his other friends? 


Let me conclude by congratulating Bishop Colaco for his bold and unambiguous criticism of such "so-called theologians". May his tribe increase. 


name withheld, Bangalore THIS LETTER WAS NOT PUBLISHED





From: name withheld Subject: Fw: Re: The Examiner issue - 'bold'�To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopcolaco@gmail.com" ��bishopcolaco@gmail.com� Date: Wednesday, 9 June, 2010, 3:30 AM


Your Lordship,


One of my friends has written a detailed critique of the errors in the emails of Fr Subhash Anand in connection with the aspects of the second paragraph of my email letter to The Examiner.


Would you like me to send you a copy of it or shall I ask him to do so directly? name withheld 





From: Edwin Colaco � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopcolaco@gmail.com" ��bishopcolaco@gmail.com� Subject: Re: Fw: Re: The Examiner issue - 'bold'�To: name withheld Date: Thursday, 10 June, 2010, 12:57 AM


Dear name withheld Thanks for your e-mails. You could send the critique you have mentioned directly to me.


+Bishop Edwin





From: name withheld Subject: Fw: Re: Fw: Re: The Examiner issue - 'bold'�To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:bishopcolaco@gmail.com" ��bishopcolaco@gmail.com� Date: Thursday, 10 June, 2010, 7:04 AM


Your Lordship, Thank you very much.


The link to the article is: 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_15_PRIESTHOOD_UNDER_ATTACK_DEMAND_FOR_ORDINATION_OF_WOMENPRIESTS.doc" \t "_blank" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_15_PRIESTHOOD_UNDER_ATTACK_DEMAND_FOR_ORDINATION_OF_WOMENPRIESTS.doc� 


However, the author informs me that a revised and updated article with about ten additional pages will be hosted on the web site in about a week from now. name withheld
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PRIMARY LIST OF CATHOLICS TO WATCH OUT FOR [IN ORDER OF THE APPEARANCE OF THEIR NAMES IN THIS STUDY]


FR. SUBHASH ANAND


FR. MICHAEL AMALADOSS S.J.


MANI MEKKUNNEL, Montfort Brothers, national secretary of the Conference of Religious India


FR. CEDRIC PRAKASH S.J., Director, Prashant, Jesuit Centre for Human Rights, Justice and Peace 
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OF COURSE, THE COMPLETE LIST WOULD BE VERY MUCH LONGER*, ESPECIALLY IF WE INCLUDE THE NAMES OF SYMPATHIZERS AND ACTIVISTS  


*Briefly, DR. RITA NORONHA, SR. HELEN SALDANHA, SSpS, MRS. LIDA JACOB, FR. JOHN DESROCHERS, CSC, SR. ANANDA AMRITMAHAL, RSCJ, SR. SREEJA, SND, THE LATE FR. JOSEF NEUNER, SJ, ETC.





RADICAL FEMINISM IN THE CHURCH HAS DIFFERENT HUES. WE HAVE EXAMINED ONLY ONE OF THEM: THE DEMAND FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN AS PRIESTS WITH AN END TO PRIESTLY CELIBACY AS A COROLLARY.


ANOTHER ASPECT IS ECO-FEMINISM WHICH HAS BEEN BRIEFLY REFERRED TO BUT WILL BE EXAMINED IN DETAIL IN A SEPARATE REPORT. HERE, ONE WILL SEE THE CLOSE ASSOCIATION OF FEMINIST THEOLOGY WITH NEW AGE.


THEN THERE IS THE DEMAND FOR THE USE OF INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE IN THE LITURGY, IN THE BIBLE, ETC. THE CHURCH REJECTS THIS, TOO.


IN THE FOLLOW-UP TO THIS REPORT, I WILL ALSO COMMENT ON THESE BOOKS:


1. Discipleship - A Space for Women's Leadership? by PAULINE CHAKKALAKAL, DSP


2. Dare to see Differently, A Feminist Point of View by FR. JOHN D’MELLO


3. The Empowerment of Women in the Church and Society by Commission for Women, CBCI
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.theindiancatholic.com/news_read.asp?nid=1225" �Pope Favors Greater Role for Women, But Not Priesthood� March 7, 2006


� HYPERLINK "http://www.theindiancatholic.com/news_read.asp?nid=1225" ��http://www.theindiancatholic.com/news_read.asp?nid=1225� NOT OPENING


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION


MangaloreanCatholics digest no. 2060 dated July 8, 2010


� HYPERLINK "http://groups.yahoo.com/group/MangaloreanCatholics/message/27148;_ylc=X3oDMTJzY3I0N2s5BF9TAzk3MzU5NzE1BGdycElkAzEyODE5MjgwBGdycHNwSWQDMTcwNTc1NzQyMQRtc2dJZAMyNzE0OARzZWMDZG1zZwRzbGsDdm1zZwRzdGltZQMxMjc4NTY5NDAy" �Women are also victims of clergy sex abuse says Virginia Saldanha �


Posted by: "Allwyn Fernandes" � HYPERLINK "mailto:MangaloreanCatholics@gmail.com?Subject=%20Re%3AWomen%20are%20also%20victims%20of%20clergy%20sex%20abuse%20says%20Virginia%20Saldanha" �MangaloreanCatholics@gmail.com �Wed Jul 7, 2010 10:48 pm (PDT) 


Virginia Saldanha speaks up at last, says "Women are also victims of clergy sex abuse"�When people like Virginia Saldanha speak up, you know the wind has turned!!!�Better late than never, but better never late! It takes greater courage to speak truth to authority when authority is powerful. Now the bishops have been weakened considerably and people are developing the courage to speak up. But still, I am glad that Virginia has decided to speak up - she did not even reply to my email earlier giving her a specific case. Now she wants people to come forward and confide in her. By all means, Virginia, we will because, as you say, "That must stop." Amen to that!�Bishops had better beware - nothing like women roused to anger. You have treated the complaints of victims shabbily for far too long.- Allwyn Fernandes [Allwyn Fernandes is a liberal- Michael]


Women are also victims of clergy sex abuse June 18, 2010


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/2010/06/18/women-are-also-victims-of-clergy-sex-abuse/" ��http://www.ucanews.com/2010/06/18/women-are-also-victims-of-clergy-sex-abuse/� �The issue of sexual abuse of women in the Church in Asia has been simmering beneath the surface for a long time. It is not a new issue. It has just never made the news before. But that must now be rectified.�Over the years I have become acutely aware that the problem is widespread. Many victims are crying out for justice, healing and support. But too often those cries for help are silent, made by the women victims to themselves alone.�That must stop.�For the women who have approached me already and for those I am yet to hear from, my pledge is simple. I will reach out to you with hope of justice and the path to recovery and peace. � HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/2010/06/18/women-are-also-victims-of-clergy-sex-abuse/" \o "Women are also victims of clergy sex abuse" ���No shortage of evidence 


There is no shortage of anecdotal evidence of the scale of the problem which in some cases dates back many years. Astrid Lobo-Gajiwala, a prominent leader in the women's movement in the Church recently shared this story with me:�"I had gone for a family camp organized by Church personnel about 10-12 years ago. I wandered into the kitchen to meet the helpers and got into conversation with the cook.�"When she came to know who I was she told me her story. She was a former nun who was forced to leave because she became pregnant. She was very, very bitter.�"She said she had been working for a bishop and he was the father of her child, a boy, who was being looked after by a church-run orphanage. The bishop continued in his position as shepherd of the flock."�Brief public appearances occasionally the issue becomes public - at least briefly - before retreating beneath the surface again.�The first study of the problem was in 2000 when the Women and Gender Commission of the Association of Major Religious Superiors in the Philippines did research on the sexual abuse of women in the Church. They presented their partial findings to the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines (CBCP).�In 2003 the CBCP came up with "Pastoral Guidelines on Sexual Abuses and Misconduct by the Clergy." The final document was signed by Archbishop Quevedo, then president of CBCP on September 1, 2003.�At that time I was Executive Secretary of the Catholic Bishops Conference of India's Commission for Women as well as the Executive Secretary of the Women's Desk in the Federation of Asian Bishops Conferences Office of Laity & Family.�Spurred on by the Philippines survey, I began to investigate the issue in India. I found Indian sisters shy about talking about it so I approached a Mother General from Switzerland. She confirmed that it was an issue, but that congregations were asked to deal with the issue "in house". The drawback of this approach was that only the Religious sister concerned was "dealt with", rather than the problem itself.�Prepared to speak out 


Some sisters were prepared to speak out, although few appeared to hear them. When 26 Indian women theologians met in Bangalore in 2002, they issued a statement saying:�"We raise our voice of concern and protest against the individual clerical abuse of women.�"We decry Institutional injustice to women that strips them of dignity and renders them powerless."�But progress in addressing the problem was slow and frustrating. I worked with the then Executive Secretary of the Commission of Clergy and a woman theologian to produce a syllabus on sexuality, to be used in the training of seminarians. It was rejected. I feel the response to the issue was a questioning of the links between the women theologians' group and the CBCI Commission for Women. They were subsequently de-linked in 2003.�Once again, the problem slipped back beneath the surface. But women's voices could not be fully silenced and we continued to hear stories and the cries for help.�At a seminar for Religious, some years ago, I sat with a group of sisters to talk about the impact of patriarchy on women in the Church. One sister spoke about her experience as a nurse being summoned by the priest in the mission area as he was sick. When she was attending to him, he pulled her down on top of himself.


�An elderly sister sitting by my side said to me: "Virginia, this is a big problem, something must be done about it!" I agreed, but where to start? For a long time I was not able to do anything except raise the issue at various talks and discussions in the Church.�Hopeful signs However, there were some hopeful signs that some men in the Church were prepared to address the problem. Calcutta Jesuit Provincial Father George Pattery*, for example, raised it when talking to ucanews.com at the February 2006 General Body meeting of the Conference of Religious of India. *another liberal�"The tendency is to silence the victims whenever complaints of sexual abuse are made. From now on, we will work to formulate a policy that will ensure justice for all within the Church."�Montfort Brother Mani Mekkunnel*, national secretary of the Conference of Religious India, a strong defender of women's rights in the Church, also spoke of the need to chart a policy on sexual abuse of Religious within the Church.                              *See pages 14, 31, 42, 112�But the momentum only really began to gather over the past year or so. With the avalanche of child sex abuse cases in the Church coming to light in different parts of the world, women began asking, "what about the sexual abuse of women which is also a violation of women's dignity, abuse of priestly position, and violation of the vow of celibacy?"�Sexual misbehaviour. More women began to approach me personally.�In February this year, a Religious sister from Asia living in the UK contacted me because she had suffered from the sexual misbehavior of an Indian priest while he was in the UK. He even boasted to her about his other sexual escapades!�Since then, I have been accompanying and supporting this brave and tenacious woman on her journey to bring justice and healing to herself and other victims of this priest.�As she has pursued her case of sexual harassment, she has found that the priest's boasts were far from idle. Reports to the authorities came to light from when he worked in India of his sexual misbehavior with many women, included sending inappropriate emails, betraying their trust and physical abuse.�In May this year I met with another victim of sexual abuse by a priest. She said that she had emotional problems and went to retreats organized by the priest, looking for counseling and healing. She was convinced by the priest that healing came from God in the form of his "loving touch", which developed into a sexual relationship. She later discovered that he had relationships with other women who also came to his retreats for counseling.�Time for action 


More cases came to light during the East Asia Bishops' Institute on Women in Taiwan in May this year, where the issue of violence to women in society and in the Church was brought up.�A participant from Taiwan shared tearfully her own experience of sexual abuse by a priest while Sprout women's group in Taiwan said that they have helped with a case of sexual abuse in the Church and developed a course for sexual harassment prevention in all the dioceses of Taiwan.�But the time for talk is over. We in the Church need to address this problem urgently. First we need to acknowledge a problem exists. Then we need a survey to quantify the scale of the problem and then we need action - to bring justice and healing in existing cases and to do our best through education and policy to address this issue in future.�But most of all we must ensure that no more are women left to cry for help and not be heard.


By Virginia Saldanha, former executive secretary of the FABC Office of Laity and Family. She can be contacted on � HYPERLINK "mailto:womynvs%40gmail.com" �womynvs@gmail.com� and would like to hear, in absolute confidence, from any women who have suffered from sexual abuse in the Church.


Out of 28 comments, 27 encouraged Virginia Saldanha, including one from UCAN itself!


My name is Paddy and I work on the editorial team at � HYPERLINK "http://ucanews.com/" �ucanews.com�. If you need to get in touch with Virginia, you can email me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:paddy@ucanews.com" �paddy@ucanews.com� and I will make absolutely sure your message reaches her.


Only one respondent saw through the subterfuge:


The author's email ID reveals more about the author than what is written here. "womynvs" evidently refers to "womyn" followed by the author's initials. For the uninformed, the word "womyn is tied to the concept of radical feminism, the kind which will not tolerate the spelling "woman" because it has "man" in it. The earliest use of the term "womyn", according to the Wikipedia essay, is attested in the Oxford English Dictionary as being the name of a 1975 "womyn's festival" mentioned in a lesbian publication. It is absolutely essential to discern the rising strains of militant feminism within the Church from the real sociological/gender issues. Bishops beware!  By "Guest".





Ordination of women a 'crime against the faith'


Vatican Agence France-Presse First Posted 07:53:00 07/16/2010�� HYPERLINK "http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/breakingnews/world/view/20100716-281447/Ordination-of-women-a-crime-against-the-faithVatican" ��http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/breakingnews/world/view/20100716-281447/Ordination-of-women-a-crime-against-the-faithVatican� �Filed Under: � HYPERLINK "http://services.inquirer.net/tagcloud/keyword.php?tag=Women&id=978&imp=" �Women�,� HYPERLINK "http://services.inquirer.net/tagcloud/keyword.php?tag=%20Churches%20(organisations)&id=333&imp=" � Churches (organisations)�,� HYPERLINK "http://services.inquirer.net/tagcloud/keyword.php?tag=%20Belief%20(Faith)&id=330&imp=" � Belief (Faith)�,� HYPERLINK "http://services.inquirer.net/tagcloud/keyword.php?tag=%20child%20abuse&id=1304&imp=" � child abuse�,� HYPERLINK "http://services.inquirer.net/tagcloud/keyword.php?tag=%20Crime&id=28&imp=" � Crime�


VATICAN CITY—The ordination of women as Roman Catholic priests is a "crime against the faith," the Vatican said Thursday as it issued a raft of new disciplinary rules.





Cases of "attempted ordination of women" will henceforth be handled by the Vatican's doctrinal watchdog, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), a Vatican statement said.


The new rules put attempts at the ordination of women among the "most serious crimes," along with pedophilia.


They update a 2007 CDF decree according to which those who attempt to ordain women -- and the women concerned -- are subject to automatic excommunication.


The US-based Women's Ordination Conference, an advocacy group, dismissed the decision as "medieval at best" and a "scare tactic." The update was prompted by "fear of our growing numbers," the group said in a statement.


"The Vatican is using this attempt to extinguish the widespread call for women's equality in the Church," it added.


The Vatican on Thursday also issued new rules on the handling of sex abuse cases. It ordered quicker investigations of pedophile priests and extended the statute of limitations by 10 years to 20 years after the victim's 18th birthday.


Vatican spokesman Federico Lombardi underscored how the ordination of women is "a crime against sacraments," while pedophilia should be considered a "crime against morals."


In May, an Austrian Catholic bishop said the Church should rethink ordaining women in the wake of the widespread pedophilia scandal.


Eight Roman Catholic activists staged a demonstration in favor of women's ordination in St Peter's Square in June.


They asked Pope Benedict XVI to open the ranks of priests to women to renew the Church and solve a chronic shortage of priests around the world.





Vatican Declares Ordination of Women a Crime Against Faith July 15, 2010


� HYPERLINK "http://www.msmagazine.com/news/uswirestory.asp?ID=12513" ��http://www.msmagazine.com/news/uswirestory.asp?ID=12513�
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The Vatican declared "attempted ordination" of women to be one of the Catholic Church's gravest crimes this morning, asserting that it is a "crime against the faith" under their new disciplinary rules, according to � HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hZgjvVwy4TklYsLNk9_HpRWHqQuw" \t "_blank" �Agence France-Presse�. 


Under the new rules, attempted ordination of women is in the same category as clerical sex abuse of minors, heresy and schism. �The new rules state that those who attempt to ordain women and women who seek ordination will automatically be excommunicated. 


Since the Church does not accept women as priests, the outcome of such ceremonies will not be recognized by the Church, according to the � HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jul/15/vatican-attempted-ordination-women-grave-crime" \t "_blank" �Guardian�. �This move, which appears to permanently bar women from Catholic priesthood, comes shortly after the Church of England took its first steps towards the ordination of female bishops, and may be seen as another attempt by the Catholic Church to sway traditionalist Anglicans to convert to Catholicism. �The Vatican also updated the Church's sexual abuse guidelines in response to clerical sex abuse scandals. These new internal rules make it easier to discipline priests who sexually abuse minors and the mentally handicapped, by doubling the statute of limitations from 10 to 20 years after the victims 18th birthday, according to the � HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/16/world/europe/16vatican.html" \t "_blank" �New York Times�. The new rules make no mention of the need for bishops to report clerical sex abuse to police, provide no sanctions for bishops who cover up for abusers and do not include any "one-strike and you're out" policy for pedophile priests as demanded by some victims, according to the � HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5huy30ja9Y-DzKy5mndofefJM179AD9GVHGB00" \t "_blank" �Associated Press�. 





ONE MORE ANTI-ROME POSTING BY FR. SUBHASH ANAND


From: Subhash Anand � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" ��43subhash@gmail.com� Subject: s To: 100+ addresses


Date: Saturday, 31 July, 2010, 12:16 PM


Dear friend, Trust you are well. 


I am sending you the text of DOWLING's speech in case you have not yet seen it. I do not know if you have read: "Does the Vatican listen to any episcopal voices except those it wants to hear?" Clifford LONGLEY, The Tablet, 8 November, 2008. I afraid the Vatican may ignore Dowling. After all he is just a bishop, that too of Third World diocese. Years ago, a colleague of mine told me that in the Vatican they give you attention only if you are Cardinal or have a big cheque to donate to the Vatican!!! From what I have heard from some bishops, I am fully prepared to believe this. So I request you to read this speech carefully - pardon me if I sound disrespectful, and do what needs to be done, and what you can. We need to pray a lot for the Church. What disturbs me is that most of the bishops are busy with 'my diocese' and hardly anybody with the church as a universal communion. Pass on the text of the speech to as many friends as you can. Thank you. Assuring you my prayer. Subhash


_______


Kevin DOWLING CSsR, Bishop of Rustenburg, South Africa, "The Church and Ecclesiastical Authority", The Tablet, 17 July 2010, p. 11. 


One of the truly significant contributions of the Church to the building up of a world in which people and communities can live in peace and dignity, with a quality of life that befits those made in God’s image, has been Catholic Social Teaching. 


But if the Church, and its leadership, professes to follow the values of the Gospel and the principles of Catholic Social Teaching, then its internal life, its methods of governing and its use of authority will be scrutinised on the basis of what we profess. Let us take one social teaching principle, vitally important for ensuring participative democracy in the socio-political domain, and that is subsidiarity. Applied to the Church, subsidiarity requires its leadership actively to promote and encourage participation, personal responsibility and effective engagement by everyone in terms of their particular calling and ministry in the Church and world according to their opportunities and gifts. 


However, today we have a leadership in the Church that actually undermines the very notion of subsidiarity; where the minutiae of Church life and praxis "at the lower level" are subject to examination and authentication being given by the "higher level" – in fact, the highest level. One example of this is the approval of liturgical language and texts, where one of the key Vatican II principles, collegiality in decision-making, is virtually non-existent. 


Writing in The Tablet in 1999 – almost 35 years after Vatican II – the eminent emeritus Archbishop of Vienna, Cardinal Franz König, said: "In fact, however, de facto and not de jure, intentionally or unintentionally, the curial authorities working in conjunction with the Pope have appropriated the tasks of the episcopal college. It is they who now carry out almost all of them." What compounds this, for me, is the mystique that has surrounded the person of the Pope in the last 30 years, such that any hint of critique or questioning of his policies or his exercise of authority is equated with disloyalty. There is more than a perception, because of this mystique, that unquestioning obedience by the faithful to the Pope is required and is a sign of the ethos and fidelity of a true Catholic. 


When the Pope’s authority is then intentionally extended to the Vatican Curia, there exists a possibility that unquestioning obedience to very human decisions about a whole range of issues by the curial departments and cardinals also becomes a mark of one’s fidelity as a Catholic, and anything less is interpreted as being disloyal to the Pope who is charged with steering the barque of Peter. 


It has become more difficult over the past years, therefore, for the College of Bishops as a whole, or in a particular territory, to exercise their theologically based servant leadership to discern appropriate responses to their particular socio-economic, cultural, liturgical, spiritual and other pastoral realities and needs; much less to disagree with or seek alternatives to policies and decisions taken in Rome. 


What appears to be, more and more, the policy of appointing "safe", unquestionably orthodox and even very conservative bishops to fill vacant dioceses during the past 30 years, only makes it less and less likely that the College of Bishops – even in powerful conferences such as that of the United States – will question what comes out of Rome, and certainly not publicly. Instead, there will be every effort to try and find an accommodation with those in power, which means that the Roman position will prevail in the end. 


Taking this further, when an individual bishop takes issue with something, especially in public, the impression or judgement will be that he is "breaking ranks" with the other bishops and will only cause confusion to the lay faithful – so it is said – because it will appear that the bishops are not united in their teaching and leadership role. The pressure, therefore, is to conform. 


What we should have, in my view, is a Church where the leadership recognises and empowers decision-making at the appropriate levels in the local Church; where local leadership listens to and discerns with the people of God of that area what "the Spirit is saying to the Church" and then articulates that as a consensus of the believing, praying, serving community. 


It needs faith in God and trust in the people of God to take what may seem to some, or many, a risk. The Church could be enriched as a result through a diversity that truly integrates socio-cultural values and insights into a living and developing faith, together with a discernment of how such diversity can promote unity in the Church – and not, therefore, require uniformity to be truly authentic. 


Is there a way forward? Somewhere we must find an attitude of respect and reverence for difference and diversity as we search for a living unity in the Church. People should be allowed, indeed enabled, to find or create the type of community that is expressive of their faith and aspirations concerning their Christian and Catholic lives and engagement in Church and world … and which strives to hold in legitimate and constructive tension the uncertainties that all this will bring, trusting in the presence of the Holy Spirit. 


At the heart of this is the question of conscience. As Catholics, we need to be trusted enough to make informed decisions about our life, our witness, our expressions of faith, spirituality, prayer and involvement in the world, on the basis of a developed conscience. 


I close with the formulation or understanding given by none other than the theologian Fr Joseph Ratzinger, now Pope, when he was a peritus, or expert, at Vatican II: "Over the Pope as expression of the binding claim of ecclesiastical authority, there stands one’s own conscience, which must be obeyed before all else, even if necessary against the requirement of ecclesiastical authority. This emphasis on the individual, whose conscience confronts him with a supreme and ultimate tribunal, and one which in the last resort is beyond the claim of external social groups, even the official Church, also establishes a principle in opposition to increasing totalitarianism." END


Subhash Anand 0294-2423507 St. Paul's School, Bhupalpura, Udaipur, 313001


Nun lashes out over women’s ‘enslavement’ by Christopher Joseph January 27, 2010


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/2010/01/27/india-nun-lashes-out-at-women%E2%80%99s-%E2%80%98enslavement%E2%80%99" ��http://www.ucanews.com/2010/01/27/india-nun-lashes-out-at-women%E2%80%99s-%E2%80%98enslavement%E2%80%99� 


NEW DELHI (UCAN) — Nuns feel "enslaved" after centuries of patriarchy that have denied women their "rightful place" in the Church, a senior leader of the Conference of Religious India (CRI) says.


That is the biggest problem facing nuns in India today, Fatima Sister Teresa Peter, vice president of � HYPERLINK "http://cridelhi.org/home.htm" �CRI’s� women’s section, told UCA News today (Jan. 27). "We feel enslaved. Our freedom to work in the Church is limited. We cannot even make decisions on our own work," said the 56-year-old woman, who holds a doctorate in theology.


The CRI is the national association of Catholic Religious priests, brothers and nuns.


Sister Peter says the only way out is to free women Religious from "suppressive systems" and allow them to take responsibility for their own lives and work. The nun, who heads her congregation’s Bangalore province, said that Catholic nuns in India "are conditioned for centuries to be docile, submissive and not to speak out for our freedom." She wants her people to learn to assert their rights.


Many nuns are now highly educated and head educational and Church institutions, she said. "But even theologically educated women do not have the courage to show … leadership," she noted.


Sister Peter, who spent seven years in Rome studying theology, said she wants more women Religious to take leadership positions in the Church and open a new path. "We need a de-formation to come out and assert ourselves," said the nun who wants more emphasis on education for women Religious.


More women should be educated in all kinds of disciplines, including theological subjects, said Sister Peter who did her master’s at the Gregorian University in Rome and her doctorate from Pune, western India.


The executive member of the � HYPERLINK "http://www.cbcisite.com/catholic%20concil%20india.htm" �Catholic Council of India� and of CRI in the Karnataka region says her personal experience has shown that "education would give us confidence and credibility."


She said Mater Dei Institute, a theology training center for nuns in Goa, western India, has expanded its facilities to accommodate more students. "We are trying to learn theology from the perspective of women," she said. Sister Peter noted India’s nearly 100,000 nuns work mostly in remote areas but their life and service are "very relevant" for the country. "It is simply because our life is a service, the service Indian society badly needs," the nun said.





Brother slams Church treatment of nuns  March 3, 2010 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ucanews.com/2010/03/03/brother-slams-church-treatment-of-nuns" ��http://www.ucanews.com/2010/03/03/brother-slams-church-treatment-of-nuns�


Brother Mani Mekkunnel wants the bishops to involve more women Religious in diocesan structures, as stipulated in the Directory for the Pastoral Ministry of Bishops.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cathnewsindia.com/wp-content/uploads/CRIB/2010/03/0303-mani-a.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





GUWAHATI, India (UCAN) Many nuns are reduced to the status of domestic workers even in their own congregations due to the fixed mindset of Church leaders, a leading member of India’s Religious said today.


Most have not been given skills training and education to deal with the demands of their work, Montfort Brother Mani Mekkunnel, national secretary of the � HYPERLINK "http://cridelhi.org/home.htm" �Conference of Religious India (CRI)�, said.


In the worst cases, they are subjected to human rights violations and "that should worry all of us," he told India’s bishops assembled at their plenary meeting in Guwahati, Assam.


Church leaders need to respect women’s dignity, appreciate their consecrated status and acknowledge their work by providing "decent remuneration," Brother Mekkunnel said.


Church leaders must take the lead to allow women their proper places in the Church, otherwise "popular pressure" will build up and "break the Church leaders’ mindsets," the brother told the bishops.


The CRI leader wants the bishops to involve more women Religious in diocesan structures, as stipulated in the � HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cbishops/documents/rc_con_cbishops_doc_20040222_apostolorum-successores_en.html" �Directory for the Pastoral Ministry of Bishops�.


Despite the shortcomings in treatment of women, there have been improvements since Church leaders began to take the issue seriously four years ago, Brother Mekkunnel said.


Religious men have become more aware of discrimination against women and more sympathetic to their plight. Bishops have also begun treating women better, the brother said.


But neither bishops nor male Religious have done much to change patriarchal values, structures and practices in the Church and society.


Even among women’s congregation, there is still "a long way to go in realizing tangible results," he said.


Nuns form more than 80 percent of India’s more than 125,000 Religious.


Brother Mekkunnel went on to note that there had been some tensions between bishops and Religious despite generally "good relations" between the two groups over the past two years.


The Directory for the Pastoral Ministry of Bishops had urged prelates to respect the "rightful autonomy" of Religious, but its interpretation "has not been very positive always," Brother Mekkunnel said.


There had been "misunderstanding and tension" when the two groups addressed issues beyond the directory’s guidelines, he said.


The Vatican document specifies rules for setting up a Religious house in a diocese, entrusting a congregation with different work than what was originally agreed and building public churches and schools.


The Indian bishops’ plenary, which began on Feb. 24 and ended today, was attended by 163 bishops from the country’s 164 dioceses.


COMMENT POSTED BY FR. ANAND MUTTUNGAL*


It is very sad to see that many times the CRI office bearers are making such misleading statements that nuns are treated below their dignity in thier own convents. Kindly tell it in the closed room conferences to change.


*� HYPERLINK "mailto:mtjosephmt@yahoo.com" \t "_blank" �mtjosephmt@yahoo.com�
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Read also


ARCHBISHOP OF DELHI SUPPORTS WOMEN'S ORDINATION 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARCHBISHOP_OF_DELHI_SUPPORTS_WOMENS_ORDINATION.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARCHBISHOP_OF_DELHI_SUPPORTS_WOMENS_ORDINATION.doc�


EXCOMMUNICATED WOMAN PRIEST MINISTERS IN BENEDICTINE MONASTERY 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/EXCOMMUNICATED_WOMAN_PRIEST_MINISTERS_IN_BENEDICTINE_MONASTERY.doc" ��http://ephesians-511.net/docs/EXCOMMUNICATED_WOMAN_PRIEST_MINISTERS_IN_BENEDICTINE_MONASTERY.doc�


RADICAL FEMINISM AND THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RADICAL_FEMINISM_AND_THE_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN.doc" ��http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RADICAL_FEMINISM_AND_THE_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN.doc�


UCAN WANTS TO DO AWAY WITH THE PRIESTHOOD 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_WANTS_TO_DO_AWAY_WITH_THE_PRIESTHOOD.doc" ��http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_WANTS_TO_DO_AWAY_WITH_THE_PRIESTHOOD.doc�


UCAN CONFIRMS IT FAVOURS WOMEN PRIESTS 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc" ��http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc�


UCAN CONFIRMS IT FAVOURS WOMEN PRIESTS-02 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS-02.doc" ��http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS-02.doc�


UCAN CONFIRMS IT FAVOURS WOMEN PRIESTS-03 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS-03.doc" ��http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS-03.doc�


VIRGINIA SALDANHA-ECCLESIA OF WOMEN IN ASIA AND CATHERINE OF SIENA VIRTUAL COLLEGE-FEMINIST THEOLOGY AND THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN PRIESTS 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-ECCLESIA_OF_WOMEN_IN_ASIA_AND_CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE-FEMINIST_THEOLOGY_AND_THE_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-ECCLESIA_OF_WOMEN_IN_ASIA_AND_CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE-FEMINIST_THEOLOGY_AND_THE_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc�


VIRGINIA SALDANHA-WOMENPRIESTS INFILTRATES THE INDIAN CHURCH-CATHERINE OF SIENA VIRTUAL COLLEGE 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-WOMENPRIESTS_INFILTRATES_THE_INDIAN_CHURCH-CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-WOMENPRIESTS_INFILTRATES_THE_INDIAN_CHURCH-CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE.doc�


WOMEN PRIESTS-THE NCR-UCAN-EWA NEXUS 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WOMEN_PRIESTS-THE_NCR-UCAN-EWA_NEXUS.doc" ��http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WOMEN_PRIESTS-THE_NCR-UCAN-EWA_NEXUS.doc�


WHAT'S VIRGINIA SALDANHA DOING WITH "NUNS ON THE BUS"? 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHATS_VIRGINIA_SALDANHA_DOING_WITH_NUNS_ON_THE_BUS.doc" ��http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHATS_VIRGINIA_SALDANHA_DOING_WITH_NUNS_ON_THE_BUS.doc� 


 


MARCH 17, 2103 UPDATE: MY CORRESPONDENCE WITH FR. SUBHASH ANAND, A PRIEST WHO FAVOURS WOMEN’S ORDINATION, AND WITH JYOTI SAHI, A DISCIPLE OF NEW AGER AND CATHOLIC ASHRAMS LEADER, THE LATE FR. BEDE GRIFFITHS, OSB AND THEIR MAILING LIST





It all started with this letter that I received from Fr. Subhash Anand:


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" \o "43subhash@gmail.com" �Subhash Anand� To: Cc: Sent: Friday, March 15, 2013 2:08 PM Subject: a


Dear friend, When he was a cardinal, the new Pope washed the feet of women. You can download a photo from �� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.co.in/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/multimedia/archive/00394/123849019_Bergoglio_394223c.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/faith/article3713070.ece?CMP%3DOTH-gnws-standard-2013_03_13&h=413&w=620&sz=51&tbnid=bGZdB1d56bWOrM:&tbnh=91&tbnw=136&zoom=1&usg=__nSNvyH7yX7yYgwyp2_x_gO6TDzw=&docid=TLh92eYaFxLBaM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=KQ9CUYGjIMnjrAfFp4HABA&sqi=2&ved=0CFQQ9QEwBQ&dur=144" \t "_blank" �http://www.google.co.in/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/multimedia/archive/00394/123849019_Bergoglio_394223c.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/faith/article3713070.ece?CMP%3DOTH-gnws-standard-2013_03_13&h=413&w=620&sz=51&tbnid=bGZdB1d56bWOrM:&tbnh=91&tbnw=136&zoom=1&usg=__nSNvyH7yX7yYgwyp2_x_gO6TDzw=&docid=TLh92eYaFxLBaM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=KQ9CUYGjIMnjrAfFp4HABA&sqi=2&ved=0CFQQ9QEwBQ&dur=144��Can we slowly move towards a more inclusively celebration of the Maundy Thursday Liturgy in our own parishes and dioceses? Subhash


2 attachments — � HYPERLINK "http://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=3a85e9d7b7&view=att&th=13d6d0d741d40472&disp=zip" \t "_blank" �Download all attachments�  � HYPERLINK "http://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=3a85e9d7b7&view=att&th=13d6d0d741d40472&disp=imgs" \t "_blank" �View all images�





I responded to Fr. Subhash Anand and copied that letter to around 300 people on his mailing list


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" \o "43subhash@gmail.com" �Subhash Anand� Sent: Saturday, March 16, 2013 3:30 PM BCC: SELECTED PEOPLE


Subject: INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


Dear Fr Subhash,


If by your question "Can we slowly move towards a more inclusively celebration of the Maundy Thursday Liturgy in our own parishes and dioceses?" you mean "Why don't priests start to wash the feet of women during the liturgical service on Maundy Thursday?", my answer is a firm "NO".


See the documents


WASHING THE FEET OF WOMEN ON HOLY THURSDAY 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_HOLY_THURSDAY.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_HOLY_THURSDAY.doc�


QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 01-WASHING THE FEET OF WOMEN ON MAUNDY THURSDAY 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_01-WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_MAUNDY_THURSDAY.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_01-WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_MAUNDY_THURSDAY.doc� (added later)


With regards, Michael Prabhu � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net�





From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� Sent: Saturday, March 16, 2013 3:36 PM… onwards


BCC: AROUND 300 PEOPLE ON FR. SUBHASH ANAND’S MAILING LIST


Subject: FR. SUBHASH ANAND: "INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION" ON MAUNDY THURSDAY…





Fr. Subhash Anand’s response; I answer him; he replies, I write back


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" �43subhash@gmail.com� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Saturday, March 16, 2013 7:24 PM Subject: Re: INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


Dear Michael,�If you examine thoroughly documents from the Vatican in history, you will find many that at one time were THE TRUTH only to be rejected subsequently. We do not go by documents, but by reason, meaning and salvific significance.


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" \o "43subhash@gmail.com" �Subhash Anand� Sent: Saturday, March 16, 2013 10:28 PM


Subject: Re: INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


Dear Fr. Subhash,


I believe that you are a theologian, but your response confuses me. 


1. There is no "Document" on this liturgical rite. You must know that. I used the lower case 'd', referring to the document for which I had given the title and link in my email. It appears that you did not open and look at it before replying to me.


2. When you say, "We do not go by documents, but by reason", what happens to law, secular or church, when individuals begin to "reason" out their choices and decisions?


The Church, from time to time, issues Documents, encyclicals, motu proprios and so on, developing its teachings for the times we live in. Traditions may change, but they do so lawfully and not as per individuals' reasonings. I do not say that in the context of the washing of women's feet on Maundy Thursday but in the general context of things.


Coming specifically to the foot-washing issue, the Church may one day permit it, even encourage it. But that day is not yet here.


3. Your response appears to hint at your sympathy with women's ordination activists.


That lobby's arguments that women at one time in New Testament history were priests or deacons are debatable. 


With regards, Michael Prabhu


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" �43subhash@gmail.com� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 5:00 AM


Subject: Re: INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


Dear Michael,�You are right.�1. You are right I did not read the document, I just glanced at it. There are too many things people send me.�2. You are right we need some rules and regulations, but these must be changed to suit the needs of the times. In the early society it was wrong to take interest on loans. Not so today. We cannot run banks on the old rules. The greatest rule however is the Sabbath is for man.�3. You are right, I am for the ordination of women, and I dream of the day when we will have a woman pope.�4. I hope you have seen the letter of Jyoti Sahi of which he sent you a copy.


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" �43subhash@gmail.com� Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 2:51 PM


Subject: Re: INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


Dear Fr. Subhash, I thank you for your lucid response.�I may not agree with you on your theological perspectives, but I cannot deny that you are honest, and a gentleman.�I have received Jyoti Sahi's letter and shall respond to him under copy to you. Regards, Michael


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" �43subhash@gmail.com� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net� Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 2:55 PM


Subject: Re: INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


God bless you and me.





The correspondence with Jyoti Sahi of Bangalore who was one of the around 300 people on Fr. Subhash Anand’s mailing list to whom I copied my response to Fr. Anand’s letter of March 16


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jyoti.inscape@gmail.com" \o "jyoti.inscape@gmail.com" �Jyoti Sahi� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� ; � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" \o "43subhash@gmail.com" �Subhash Udaipur� ; � HYPERLINK "mailto:tomsyche@gmail.com" \o "tomsyche@gmail.com" �tomsyche@gmail.com� ; � HYPERLINK "mailto:eric.lott@tiscali.co.uk" \o "eric.lott@tiscali.co.uk" �Eric Lott� 


Sent: Saturday, March 16, 2013 10:36 PM


Subject: Re: FR. SUBHASH ANAND: "INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION" ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


Dear Subhash, 


I have looked at the above word document which Michael Prabhu has made available for our consideration. It is quite unbelievable!!!! I know that Cardinal Martini, just before he died made an interview in which he said that the Church was 200 years behind the times, but this shows that this estimate is very conservative. Five hundred years probably would be more accurate. And then people wonder why so many are leaving the Church in Europe and North America!!! The frightening thing is that those who will remain "Faithful" will be this type who sticks to "rubrics" and "laws of the Church" (made probably a thousand years ago) as part of the Holy Tradition. What can one say? I am just left speechless.


However, on a more personal note, I would like to share with you the work of Indian artists on this theme of "Washing the Feet". The artist Frank Wesley (whose father was a notable musician in the Lucknow gharana, and became a Christian) studied art in the Lucknow School of Art under the well known painter of the Bengal School, called Bireswar Sen.  Frank told me that when he had joined the class of Bireswar Sen as a young art student, Bireswar noted that he was a Christian (with a name like that), and so suggested that he could take a Christian theme for his painting. He suggested that the image of Jesus washing the feet of his disciple was very impressive for an Indian, because generally in India it is the disciple who washes the feet of the Guru (as in the case of Mary of Magdala washing the feet of Jesus) but not the other way around.


This interested me especially because at a very significant moment in the life of my own grandfather, who was a devout disciple of the Radha Swami Sect, he washed the feet of his Guru in front of all his children (my own Father was present) and then drank the water in which the feet of the Guru had been bathed, because he believed it had a sacramental quality.  


This incident made a deep and lasting impression on the mind of my Father, who was about 14 years old at the time. I mention this because in the "Oriental Christ" written by the Hindu (Brahmo) P.C. Mazoomdar in the 1880's this act of washing as described in the Gospels, was considered an example of the Oriental tradition which people in the West, who do not appreciate what it is like to walk about in the hot sun in dusty roads, would not be able to understand as a significance cultural gesture.


Certainly, having just visited both Jerusalem and Varanasi in the last few months, I can see how there is much in common between the culture of a place like Jerusalem and the holy city of India -- a similarity which has nothing in common with Rome (which I have also visited).


When I was working on Adivasi traditions, and was asked to go to Chotanagpur, I was interested to find that washing the feet has a meaning of "welcoming". In this connection, coming back to this obsession with rubrics, what is surely the basis of the relation between Gospel and culture is the light that interpretation plays in understanding a ritual action. It is not just laws (laid down often by people in Rome) that carry the meaning, but the spirit that underlies the letter, and which needs to be constantly re-interpreted in the light of different landscapes, and different cultural traditions. Rubrics like the ones listed over pages and pages of the document that has been sent to us on the theme of washing the feet at the Maundy Thursday, are dead unless they have a meaning; and that meaning can only be found when these gestures are inserted into the context of different cultural traditions. Certainly what is understood in the USA is no indication as to what such a sacramental gesture might mean in South America, Africa or Asia (where the majority of Christians are now to be found.)


In our own context, we may ask what feet symbolize, for example in the religious traditions of Hindu, Buddhist and Jaina traditions, where the mark of the feet is often shown as representing the "Presence" of a Spiritual Being. "Take off your shoes, for this place is Holy" is another culturally embedded idea which we find in the narrative of the Burning Bush, but when turned into rubric becomes meaningless in the West, and a cause of contention here in India where the suggestion that Christians should, like fellow Hindus, Muslims, Jains and Buddhists, take off their shoes and go bear [sic] footed into a holy place, gave rise to a  controversy among traditional Christians who argued that because it was not done in Rome, it should not be done in India either. If by being a Christian who is "Faithful to the laws of the Church" we mean no changes in the rubric are allowed, then we will be bogged down in an empty kind of ritualism which I believe Jesus was himself struggling against.


Well, I better stop now before I tread on too many corns.


Warm Greetings, Jyoti





Ps. Interesting that our new Pope Francis was also caught in the act of washing the feet of a woman!!!** Hope this will not discredit him in the eyes of those traditional Catholics who do not want to deviate from what is "the Customs of the Holy Catholic Church."


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" �43subhash@gmail.com� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:jyoti.inscape@gmail.com" �jyoti.inscape@gmail.com� Cc: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net�; � HYPERLINK "mailto:tomsyche@gmail.com" \o "tomsyche@gmail.com" �tomsyche@gmail.com� ; � HYPERLINK "mailto:eric.lott@tiscali.co.uk" \o "eric.lott@tiscali.co.uk" �Eric Lott� Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 5:04 AM 


Subject: Re: FR. SUBHASH ANAND: "INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION" ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


Dear Jyoti,�Thank you for the beautiful sharing. I fully agree with what you wrote:�"I know that Cardinal Martini, just before he died made an interview in which he said that the Church was 200 years behind the times, but this shows that this estimate is very conservative. 


Five hundred years probably would be more accurate. And then people wonder why so many are leaving the Church in Europe and North America!!! The frightening thing is that those who will remain "Faithful" will be this type who sticks to "rubrics" and "laws of the Church" (made probably a thousand years ago) as part of the Holy Tradition."





From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:eric.lott@tiscali.co.uk" \o "eric.lott@tiscali.co.uk" �Eric Lott� ; � HYPERLINK "mailto:tomsyche@gmail.com" \o "tomsyche@gmail.com" �tomsyche@gmail.com� ; � HYPERLINK "mailto:43subhash@gmail.com" \o "43subhash@gmail.com" �Subhash Udaipur� ; � HYPERLINK "mailto:jyoti.inscape@gmail.com" \o "jyoti.inscape@gmail.com" �Jyoti Sahi� 


Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 3:54 PM


Subject: Re: FR. SUBHASH ANAND: "INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION" ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


Dear Jyoti Sahi, 


I had not intended to respond to your letter since it was addressed to Fr. Subhash Anand, but I send you herewith my brief rebuttal at the instance of the latter.


1. You are wrong about my being "five hundred years" behind the times.


I am two millennia behind the times as I remain faithful to what Jesus and His apostles and their disciples left us in the New Testament.


At the same time, I am very much in the present times as I hold to every word that the Magisterium teaches, which means that if Pope Francis or the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments change the rubrics from washing only the feet of "viri", which means "men", I will accept that though it might take getting used to.


2. The washing of the feet of women on Maundy Thursday is just one of the extremities of the proverbial camel that is trying to ease its entire body into the tent. 


Other extremities of the camel that are engaged in the same exercise are the ordination of women as deacons, the use of inclusive language in the liturgy, etc., etc. The camel itself is the feminist theologian and women priests’ movement. Washing the feet of women is therefore not seen by Catholics of my type in isolation. If achieved, it will mark a step forward to the ordination of women.


3. For a person who was "struck speechless" by my stand you certainly said a whole lot!


You seem to know a lot about other religions and incorporate it into your "Christian" art.


For Catholics like me, it is not Indianisation or inculturation but Hinduisation of the Catholic Faith. I have been following -- and writing -- about you for years. A friend of mine, a Ph. D. scholar from the Catholic University of America in the U.S. visited your ashram recently after attending the Conference "Revisiting Vatican II: 50 Years of Renewal" hosted by Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram and Christ University. 


Instead of my entering into a open-ended debate with you, you may visit my site and read my report 


CATHOLIC ASHRAMS � HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc�, the summary of which is also available in French and Spanish, since I am of the opinion that Rome should investigate and put an end to its [the Catholic Ashrams movement’s] rather unproductive -- currently, of course -- existence. 


4. It was only yesterday that Pope Francis spoke of, "events in the Church's history while keeping in mind the most just perspective in which they must be read, that of faith. Historical events almost always require a complex reading that, at times, can also include the dimension of faith." In fact, not withstanding your criticising me and my kind of Catholics, I find that it is YOU who are more focused on rituals and ritualism when you pursue issues like this. Catholics like me are apologists and evangelizers. We often end up leading people to baptism and vocations in the Church, not in offering them a relativised, pluralized, syncretised parody of the Catholic Faith.


5. Pope Francis might yet surprise us all. Pope Benedict XVI's conservatism grew with his age. I voice the hope of many Catholics that Pope Francis will also be bitten by the conservative bug and roll back many of the liberal trends and so-called progress that some elements extracted out of Vatican II. If I recall, Benedict XVI once said something about his preferring a smaller, effective Church rather than a large secularised one in which each individual does his own thing*. LOOK FOR THE STAR * ON THE FOLLOWING 15 PAGES -MICHAEL


6. There is no point in our corresponding further with each other, Mr. Sahi. You are at one end of the see-saw, the extreme left, and so far removed from its fulcrum where I'm at, that to you I might appear to be at the other extreme, the extreme right. So, to end at where I commenced with point no. 1, I'm with Jesus and the New Testament Church as much as I am with Rome today, which is like one and the same thing. It’s a "no corn" area [one’s feet don’t develop corns because there’s only one set of footprints, Jesus'].


God bless you, Michael Prabhu





Jyoti Sahi, born in Pune in 1944 of a British Unitarian mother and a Hindu father from the Punjab, was baptized into the Church of Scotland. He married Jane Sadler [a British Quaker who had come to India to study Gandhian Ashrams] in Saccidananda Ashram, Shantivanam, which was founded by Swami Abhishiktananda and later taken over by Fr. Bede Griffiths. 


He is an artist who is heavily influenced by New Age and other heresies from his long-standing relationship with Fr. Bede Griffiths [click on the CATHOLIC ASHRAMS link provided above]. His "Christian" art work, widely acclaimed by inculturationists, is syncretistic. 


In 1970, he commenced work at the National Biblical, Catechetical and Liturgical Centre (N.B.C.L.C.) in Bangalore, which had been started in 1968 by the Catholic Bishops Conference of India {C.B.C.I.) to implement ideas about 'inculturation' of the Church in India. The NBCLC is the source of the Indian Rite Mass that has brought about the virtual destruction of the Roman liturgy in the name of 'inculturation'. [See a number of related reports at this ministry’s web site]. 


Jyoti Sahi’s role in it cannot be minimalized. He has been crawling into the art work of the Indian Catholic Church for over four decades, but much of his art is not visually recognizable as Christian what with his Christ easily being confused with Hindu deities and Jesus either in a yoga posture or conveying his messages using mudras. Among many jobs entrusted to him in Catholic institutions, he was responsible for the art work for the Cathedral in Varanasi diocese. 


He lives at his Art Ashram in Silvepura village, North Bangalore.


I possess a couple of his books and I could reproduce a bit of stuff -- including images -- here to showcase the paganised art that he insists on calling Christian, but I decided that it is not worth my time and effort since this man is apparently not even a baptized Catholic [though it wouldn’t matter to him in the least that he isn’t]. Yet, such are the people who deliver homilies such as the one on the Washing of the Feet to orthodox Catholics!





Eric Lott, to whom Sahi marked a copy, is a pastor ordained in the Church of South India.





Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini, Archbishop of Milan, was a Jesuit liberal who died in August 2012.


In 2008, he criticised the Church's prohibition of birth control, saying the stance had likely driven many faithful away, and publicly stated in 2006 that condoms could "in some situations, be a lesser evil". In the last interview that he gave before his death, he reportedly criticized the Church as being "200 years behind the times" as Jyoti Sahi stated.


However, I have this Catholic article -- written by a priest -- that must be considered:





Don’t believe what you’ve read about Cardinal Martini’s last interview


� HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/commentandblogs/2012/09/04/dont-believe-what-youve-read-about-cardinal-martinis-last-interview/" ��http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/commentandblogs/2012/09/04/dont-believe-what-youve-read-about-cardinal-martinis-last-interview/�  


The cardinal was calling for a religious revival, not for the abolition of unpopular Church teachings


By � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/author/fr-alexander-lucie-smith/" \o "Posts by Fr Alexander Lucie-Smith" �Fr Alexander Lucie-Smith�, September 4, 2012


I have just been reading the Cardinal Martini interview in the original Italian. You can find it � HYPERLINK "http://www.corriere.it/cronache/12_settembre_02/le-parole-ultima-intervista_cdb2993e-f50b-11e1-9f30-3ee01883d8dd.shtml" �here�. There are various English reports on the web about the substance of the interview, but all of them seem to focus on the headline-grabbing nature of the cardinal’s words, particularly his assertion that the Church is 200 years behind the times. But they miss what to me is the nub of what the cardinal has to say.


The cardinal starts off by lamenting the fact that churches and religious houses are empty. Well, we are all agreed on that – no one agrees more than Benedict XVI. This is not a good state of affairs. The cardinal then goes on to suggest three things that need to be done, and here too there is nothing particularly exceptional in what he has to say: we need to reform our sexual teaching, return to the Bible and return to the sacraments. The first of these may seem radical, but there is general agreement on this too. The sexual teaching of the Church is not getting across to the faithful, let alone to the population at large. It needs reform; but please let us remember that reform is not to be confused with abolition. Reform means a return to the roots, a reformulation of the eternal verities in a new and compelling way.


The cardinal mentions the plight of the divorced and remarried. Again, this is a problem that all recognise. But I would say, from my own perspective, that the problem is far deeper than that. Many of the children I encounter pastorally are children not of divorced and remarried parents, but of parents who have never been married. And that is a rather different thing. It is not people getting divorced that is the fundamental problem. Rather, it is people not wanting to get married in the first place.


But here is what the cardinal says, which we all need to hear:


"Where are the individuals full of generosity like the Good Samaritan? That have faith like the Roman centurion? That are enthusiastic like John the Baptist? That dare something new like Paul? That are faithful like Mary of Magdala? I advise the Pope and bishops to look for twelve persons out of the usual run of people for management posts. Men that might be close to the very poorest and that might be surrounded by young people and who might try something new. We need comparison with men who are ardent in such a way so that the Spirit can be poured out everywhere."


But what does this mean? I think it is a call to a radical religious revival, and it reminds me of the key scene in Franco Zeffirelli’s � HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oSCIPNYz0CQ" �Brother Sun, Sister Moon�, where St Francis arrives at the papal court in the Lateran Basilica to ask recognition for his order. A cardinal leans over to the Pope, whose magnificence contrasts so strongly with the humility and poverty of Francis, and says something along the lines of: "This is the man who will lead the common people back to God." 


To say that we need a new St Francis, or a new Don Bosco, or a new Francis de Sales, is to get to the heart of the problem. But – and it is a huge but – we do have such people in the Church already, people who have led us back to basics and who have initiated strong currents of renewal. 


As for the great ones of yesteryear, they are still with us, too. We need to rediscover our roots. The era of St Francis was a pretty dire one for the Church, but let us remember Pope Innocent III’s dream: he saw the Lateran Basilica, his cathedral, and the mother church of all churches in the world, tottering, and a little friar holding it up (� HYPERLINK "http://media.photobucket.com/image/lateran+basilica+pope%27s+dream+st+francis+/holymusic55/Saints/St%20Francis%20of%20Assisi/ThedreamofPopeInnocentshowingStFran.jpg" �as painted by Giotto�). My guess is that this was Cardinal Martini’s dream as well, as well as that of Benedict XVI, and indeed of all of us who long for the renewal of the Church. END





Read also:


200 years later, the Church still won’t capitulate to secularism


� HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicregister.org/columns/item/15030-200-years-later-the-church-still-won%E2%80%99t-capitulate-to-secularism" ��http://www.catholicregister.org/columns/item/15030-200-years-later-the-church-still-won%E2%80%99t-capitulate-to-secularism� 


By Dorothy Cummings McLean, September 5, 2012


The news that Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini, a former archbishop of Milan, has died has swept the secular media of the world. 


It would be touching that non-Catholics are taking so much notice of a retired archbishop, except that their focus is on Cardinal Martini’s supposed opposition to Catholic doctrine. It is alleged, among other things, that he advocated the use of condoms. This is not true, but it is obvious that the secular press wants us to believe, and perhaps itself believes, that it is true. 


Cardinal Martini was a leading Italian intellectual, a biblical scholar who also wrote books on the spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola. Himself a Jesuit, Cardinal Martini was spoken of affectionately by Jesuits and students of Jesuits around the world. He was famous throughout Italy for his public conversations with other intellectuals, including novelist Umberto Eco. In the 1990s, the Corriere della Sera published the correspondence between Cardinal Martini and Eco as it unfolded, Eco writing as a curious unbeliever, and Cardinal Martini as a defender and teacher of Catholic doctrine. Their letters have been translated and published in a single volume called Belief or Nonbelief. 


Unfortunately, the admiration many Catholics held for Cardinal Martini, his defence of Catholic doctrines and his scholarship are at risk due to remarks he made to a fellow Jesuit shortly before he died. The comment the BBC — among other secular institutions not particularly sympathetic to the Roman Catholic Church — has seized upon is La Chiesa è rimansta indietro di 200 anni. The translation changes from paper to paper, but I think my teacher at Loretto Abbey would approve "The Church is 200 years behind."


If you wish to read Cardinal Martini’s final interview without the distorted lense of the secular media, it is available in the online Corriere della Sera. Hopefully there will soon be a good, scholarly account of Cardinal Martini’s life and work, so that his legacy is not forever clouded by the wishful thinking of a secular media ever on the hunt for a good "Cardinal bites Church" story. Meanwhile, I wish to say that although the Church, thank God, is not wedded to the spirit of our age, it is certainly not what it was 200 years ago. 


Two hundred years ago, 1812, the ecclesiastical structures of several Catholic states had been smashed by the aftermath of the French Revolution, and then controlled by Napoleon Bonaparte. The army of the anti-Catholic, revolutionary French army had invaded the Papal States in 1798 and taken Pius VI prisoner. The Pope was carted around Italy and finally imprisoned in France where he died in 1799. The French revolutionary elite hailed this as the death of the "last of the popes" and began hatching a plot to prevent the election of any other future popes. The body was left unburied for months. 


But the dying Pius VI had left instructions for a conclave, and those members of the College of Cardinals — penniless, terrorized, under pressure from opposed European political powers — who could, met in Venice in 1800 and elected a Benedictine monk. Pius VII was crowned with a papier-mâché version of the traditional (and now surplus) triple tiara, for the French had looted the original. 


The conclave was, because of the difficult circumstances of war-torn Europe, almost entirely Italian. The cardinals were, because of the social structures of 18th-century Europe, aristocrats. Pius VI himself was an Italian aristocrat and might have found it funny that 206 years later his successor would be the son of a Bavarian police officer.  


The spiritual role of the Church was still wedded to the temporal role of the Church, as ruler of the Papal States it eventually, if temporarily, reclaimed. The Church wheeled and dealed constantly with the great European powers. Pius VII spent the first 15 years of his pontificate struggling for the Church against Napoleon. He too was taken prisoner; in 1812 Pius VII was dragged, a very sick man, over the Alps into France.   


Given the affection we ordinary Catholics have for our popes, it seems strange that the popes of 200 years ago were so vulnerable to secular attack. But 200 years ago, ordinary Catholics didn’t think that much about their popes — let alone retired archbishops of Milan — who were, after all, very far away. Popes did not have international celebrity status until Pius IX. Imagine the outcry if John Paul II had been left unburied, or if the EU took Benedict XVI prisoner.


Given that the Church of 2012 is so different from that of 1812, Cardinal Martini’s remark about “200 years” seems careless and forgetful. 


Of course, the modern Church does remain like the Church of 1812 in several respects. One of them is her refusal to capitulate to secular forces that hate her. END


After reading those two Catholic articles, we know which forces Jyoti Sahi is aligned with.





*Editorial: Is the Catholic Church in that Time of Purification that Ratzinger Predicted?


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/archive//ldn/2010/apr/10040711" ��http://www.lifesitenews.com/news/archive//ldn/2010/apr/10040711� EXTRACT


By John-Henry Westen, LifeSiteNews.com, April 7, 2010


The near-constant battering of the Catholic Church during the past month over the sexual abuse scandal has most Catholics reeling and much of the media in a feeding frenzy, seeing the scandals as an opportunity to bring down the archenemy of the sexual revolution. This latest cycle of the sexual abuse scandal is different from that which took place in Canada and Boston years ago. It involves new and disastrous revelations daily and from all over Europe and North America, with sustained coverage in the media.


For over 35 years Pope Benedict XVI has predicted a smaller, more faithful church. The 1970 book Glaube und Zukunft, based on five lectures by then-Fr. Joseph Ratzinger given in 1969 at radio stations in Baviera and Hessen, is the first recorded mentioning of this prediction.  


In those lectures the future pope said, "From today's crisis, a Church will emerge tomorrow that will have lost a great deal. She will be small and, to a large extent, will have to start from the beginning. She will no longer be able to fill many of the buildings created in her period of great splendour. Because of the smaller number of her followers, she will lose many of her privileges in society."


In discussing the matter with my colleagues the consensus is that this crisis is definitely part of that long-predicted purification. Unfortunately, however, it comes in a very confusing package.  It would be easier to see truth in an obvious conflict between good and evil: where, for instance, some in the church were advocating for abortion or at least 'choice,' versus those who maintained the defense of the sanctity of human life.  


But the murkiness of this crisis has the influence of evil written all over it. […]


This crisis reminds me of Christ’s prophecy in Matthew 24:24 where he warns that times will come when 'even the elect' will be deceived. […]


While the media is now focused on the Catholic Church, this is an attack on all Christianity and Christian morality. That is why Lutheran pastor John Stephenson � HYPERLINK "http://www.lifesitenews.com/ldn/2010/apr/10040608.html" �has come out �so strongly in defense of the pope. 


Will the church survive the crisis? Believing Catholics say that it will, since Christ promised (Matthew 16:18) that the gates of Hell would not overcome it. But, as the pope predicted, it will likely be a smaller and purer church. […]


Canadian Catholic author Michael O’Brien, a good friend of mine, spoke with me today about the crisis. Michael warns of where he sees things going from a spiritual vantage point. And while his is a stark vision, it remains hopeful. 


The famed author of the prophetic novel Father Elijah said: "It has been ever thus with the Church. Satan sifts us like wheat. In a generation (if we should be granted that much more time in history), the aging self-deceived liberalism of the Churches in the West will be gone, as dead wood that has dropped from the tree. At the same time, the internal rot that has disguised itself as orthodoxy will have been burned away by trial and tribulation, indeed by persecution."


Also see the Vatican Insider article on page 126*.


As I wrote to Jyoti Sahi: a purged, purified, pristine, smaller, faithful, orthodox, Holy Church!





**DID POPE FRANCIS WASH THE FEET OF A WOMAN ON MAUNDY THURSDAY WHEN HE WAS A CARDINAL, AS CLAIMED BY JYOTI SAHI AND ENDORSED BY FR. SUBHASH ANAND? YES, HE DID!!!!! AND HERE’S THE PHOTOGRAPH AT 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/in-photos-from-argentine-cardinal-bergoglio-to-pope-francis-i/article9730817/?service=mobile" ��http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/in-photos-from-argentine-cardinal-bergoglio-to-pope-francis-i/article9730817/?service=mobile� 





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/article9730813.ece/BINARY/w620/pope-bergoglio-02.JPG" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


OOPS! I FORGOT TO INCLUDE THE CAPTION!! SCROLL DOWN TO READ IT.      THE CAPTION TO THE PHOTOGRAPH READS


The archbishop of Buenos Aires, Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio washes the feet of a unidentified woman on Holy Thursday at the Buenos Aires’ Sarda maternity hospital, March 24, 2005. 


The exact same photograph may be viewed at � HYPERLINK "http://world.time.com/2013/03/13/the-rise-of-pope-francis-jorge-mario-bergoglio/photo/file-photo-of-argentine-cardinal-bergoglio-washing-the-feet-of-a-woman-on-holy-thursday/" ��http://world.time.com/2013/03/13/the-rise-of-pope-francis-jorge-mario-bergoglio/photo/file-photo-of-argentine-cardinal-bergoglio-washing-the-feet-of-a-woman-on-holy-thursday/� and a number of other sites.





SO, DID POPE FRANCIS VIOLATE THE MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE RUBRICS WHEN HE WAS A CARDINAL?


NO, HE DIDN’T!!!!!


You see, Pope Francis [as Cardinal-Archbishop] washed the feet of the woman, and several other women, not at a Maundy Thursday liturgical service but during a pastoral visit – check out how he is vested – to a maternity hospital. Jyoti Sahi is an intelligent man, so it can safely be assumed that he intentionally suppressed that information. Fr. Subhash Anand is an honest man and he probably didn’t check it out – as with the Cardinal Martin matter – for himself before he endorsed Jyoti Sahi’s comments on my position.


I have received a number of emails from RadTrads [radical traditionalists] forwarding the same half-truths: Pope Francis had washed a woman’s feet! What else can be expected of them?


There are photographs of Cardinal Bergoglio washing and kissing the feet of AIDS patients at � HYPERLINK "http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/on-faith/why-we-love-pope-francis/2013/03/15/275a768c-8d7d-11e2-b63f-f53fb9f2fcb4_story.html" ��http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/on-faith/why-we-love-pope-francis/2013/03/15/275a768c-8d7d-11e2-b63f-f53fb9f2fcb4_story.html� and elsewhere. The Trads did not forward me those!





Letters continue to come in from others on Fr. Subhash Anand’s mailing list:


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:louismenezes@gmail.com" \o "louismenezes@gmail.com" �Louis Menezes� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 7:58 PM


Subject: Re: FR. SUBHASH ANAND: "INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION" ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


My wife and I attended a Maundy Thursday celebration in Seattle 2 years back where several groups, with jars, water, towels etc washed everyone’s feet. It was so inspiring. TN [Tamil Nadu]/India is still in the middle ages, I am afraid. Louis Menezes





From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ljacobsd@gmail.com" \o "ljacobsd@gmail.com" �Jacob Punnen� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 8:48 PM


Subject: Re: FR. SUBHASH ANAND: "INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION" ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


"So when He had washed their feet and put His garments back on and reclined at table again, He said to them, 'Do you realize what I have done for you? You call me teacher and master, and rightfully so, for indeed I am. If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to wash one another’s feet' (obvious reference to the twelve male apostles)." 


"Thus, the logical sense of the rubric requires the priest, representing Christ, washing the feet of a group of men taken from the assembly, symbolizing the apostles, in a clearly visible area."


If this interpretation is valid, the sacrament of mass instituted shortly afterwards is also for the benefit of the group of men taken from the assembly, symbolizing the apostles, in a clearly visible area. �Also, if He meant the apostles, how can you conclude that he was addressing the mascularity of the Apostles? If it is extended to non-Apostles, it must extend to all disciples. The procedure or clarification laid down from Vatican cannot claim the infallibility of a Pope or Pope-in-Council.�In our own life time, we have seen revisions ordered from Vatican in Liturgy, are we to believe that each revision is ordered by Holy Ghost or new discoveries in the Scriptures?�Let us hope that Vatican will issue new instructions, when they realize the true spirit of Vatican II.


Jacob [I believe that he is a priest –Michael]





From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:louismenezes@gmail.com" \o "louismenezes@gmail.com" �louismenezes@gmail.com� Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 11:34 PM


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ljacobsd@gmail.com" \o "ljacobsd@gmail.com" �ljacobsd@gmail.com� Sent: Sunday, March 17, 2013 11:40 PM


Subject: Re: FR. SUBHASH ANAND: "INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION" ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


Dear Louis/Dear Fr. Jacob Punnen, I thank you for contributing your comments to my study on


WASHING THE FEET OF WOMEN ON HOLY THURSDAY 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_HOLY_THURSDAY.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_HOLY_THURSDAY.doc�


The updated article with your response will be available at this ministry's site tomorrow night. Regards, Michael





*After reading the LifeSiteNews article on pages 124, 125:


Ratzinger's forgotten prophesy on the future of the Church


� HYPERLINK "http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/en/the-vatican/detail/articolo/papa-el-papa-pope-benedetto-xvi-benedict-xvi-benedicto-xvi-22434/" ��http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/en/the-vatican/detail/articolo/papa-el-papa-pope-benedetto-xvi-benedict-xvi-benedicto-xvi-22434/� 


By Marco Badazzi, Rome, February 18, 2013


A week after Benedict XVI's shock announcement, an important statement he once made comes to light


A restructured Church with far fewer members that is forced to let go of many places of worship it worked so hard to build over the centuries. A minority Catholic Church with little influence over political decisions, that is socially irrelevant, left humiliated and forced to “start over.”


But a Church that will find itself again and be reborn a “simpler and more spiritual” entity thanks to this “enormous confusion.” 


This was the prophesy made 40 years ago on the future of Christianity by a young Bavarian theologian, Joseph Ratzinger. Digging it out again today perhaps provides us with another key to understanding Benedict XVI's decision to resign, because it traces his gesture back through the course of his interpretation of history.


His prophesy concluded a series of radio preachings which the then professor of theology gave in 1969 at what was a decisive moment in his life and the life of the Church. These were the turbulent years of the student revolts and the landing on the moon but also of the disputes over the Second Vatican Council which had only recently come to a close. Ratzinger, who was one of the Council's protagonists, had left the riotous university of Tübingen seeking refuge in the calmer city of Regensburg. 


He found himself isolated as a theologian, having split with liberals Küng, Schillebeeckx and Rahner over their interpretations of the Council. It was in this period that he consolidated new friendships with theologians Hans Urs von Balthasar and Henri de Lubac, with whom he founded Catholic theological journal, Communio. Communio soon became a training ground for young “Ratzingerian” priests who are now cardinals and all seen as potential successors to Benedict XVI: Angelo Scola, Christoph Schönborn and Marc Ouellet.


In five little known radio speeches made in 1969 and published again a while ago by Ignatius Press in the volume “Faith and the Future”, the future Pope gave his vision of the future of man and the Church. His last teaching, which he read out on “Hessian Rundfunk” radio on Christmas day, had a distinctly prophetic tone.


Ratzinger said he was convinced the Church was going through an era similar to the Enlightenment and the French Revolution. “We are at a huge turning point – he explained – in the evolution of mankind. This moment makes the move from Medieval to modern times seem insignificant.” Professor Ratzinger compared the current era to that of Pope Pius VI who was abducted by troops of the French Republic and died in prison in 1799. The Church was fighting against a force which intended to annihilate it definitively, confiscating its property and dissolving religious orders.


Today's Church could be faced with a similar situation, undermined, according to Ratzinger, by the temptation to reduce priests to “social workers” and it and all its work reduced to a mere political presence. “From today's crisis, will emerge a Church that has lost a great deal,” he affirmed.


 “It will become small and will have to start pretty much all over again. It will no longer have use of the structures it built in its years of prosperity. The reduction in the number of faithful will lead to it losing an important part of its social privileges.” It will start off with small groups and movements and a minority that will make faith central to experience again. “It will be a more spiritual Church, and will not claim a political mandate flirting with the Right one minute and the Left the next. It will be poor and will become the Church of the destitute.”�The process outlined by Ratzinger was a “long” one “but when all the suffering is past, a great power will emerge from a more spiritual and simple Church,” at which point humans will realise that they live in a world of “indescribable solitude” and having lost sight of God “they will perceive the horror of their poverty.”


 Then and only then, Ratzinger concluded, will they see “that small flock of faithful as something completely new: they will see it as a source of hope for themselves, the answer they had always secretly been searching for. 





*Fr. Ratzinger’s vision and the Pontificate of Paul VI


� HYPERLINK "http://angelqueen.org/2013/01/30/fr-ratzingers-vision-and-the-pontificate-of-paul-vi-by-louie-verrecchio/" ��http://angelqueen.org/2013/01/30/fr-ratzingers-vision-and-the-pontificate-of-paul-vi-by-louie-verrecchio/� 


By Louie Verrecchio, January 30, 2013


� HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/column.php?n=2443" ��www.catholicnewsagency.com/column.php?n=2443� January 30, 2013


Pope Benedict XVI (more accurately, Fr. Joseph Ratzinger) is often quoted as saying that he envisions a day when there will be a “smaller, more faithful Church.”


Though not precisely verbatim, the quote is derived from a series of radio addresses given by the future Holy Father in 1969-1970, a print version of which is available in the book, Faith and the Future (Ignatius Press).


According to Ignatius Press, Fr. Ratzinger said that the church “will become small and will have to start afresh more or less from the beginning. She will no longer be able to inhabit many of the edifices she built in prosperity. As the number of her adherents diminishes … she will lose many of her social privileges. …As a small society, (the Church) will make much bigger demands on the initiative of her individual members.”


In that day, the 42 year old priest-theologian predicted, ours “will be a more spiritual Church, not presuming upon a political mandate… It will be hard-going for the Church, for the process of crystallization and clarification will cost her much valuable energy. It will make her poor and cause her to become the Church of the meek …”


Ignatius Press describes Fr. Ratzinger’s commentary as “surprisingly prophetic,” but if his vision for the future belongs in the category of prophecy at all, one would perhaps do well to add the qualifier “self-inflicted.”


Let’s be honest, the current crisis in the Church, wherein priest shortages, empty pews, parish closings and bankrupt dioceses are commonplace, was all but guaranteed as Fr. Ratzinger wrote for a number of internal reasons, including, but certainly not limited to, the following:


• The Second Vatican Council had five years hence adopted a church-state policy modeled after the U.S. Constitution’s pluralistic approach to religious freedom, thereby setting in motion an Apostolic ceasefire wherein the Church relinquished any positive claim to its unique rights and privileges, effectively transforming the body Apostolic into a corps diplomatic.


• In 1964, a faction among the Fathers of this very same ecumenical council had surreptitiously declared mutiny through a contrived notion of “collegiality” so deliberately ambiguous that the pope had to take the unprecedented step of inserting in Lumen Gentium an explanatory note; though it ultimately did little to stem the rebellious tide going forward.


• The 1967 Land-O-Lakes Statement , after meeting with little meaningful resistance from the Holy See, quickly became a manifesto for so-called Catholic institutions of higher learning that were determined to assert “freedom in the face of authority of whatever kind;” read, freedom from the pope and whatever sanctions he may, or may not, impose.


• The Novus Ordo Missae had just been pressed upon the faithful of the Latin Rite, in spite of the strident objections of honorable churchmen like Cardinal Alfredo Ottaviani who warned of the ill effects it was likely to have on the children of the Church.


What do all of these unfortunate episodes in the life of the Church, each of which played a part in practically inviting the firestorm of which Fr. Ratzinger forewarned, have in common?


They happened on the watch of Pope Paul VI, who, in no small twist of irony, was recently recognized for a life of “heroic virtue” by Pope Benedict XVI (making him a Venerable) on December 20, 2012.


News of Paul VI being “raised to the altar” sparked mixed reactions, about which the inimitable Fr. John Zuhlsdorf (better known simply as Fr. Z) posted some useful very insights on his excellent blog “What Does the Prayer Really Say.”


For instance, he points out that “heroic virtue” and “doing heroic things” are not exactly the same thing, and yet, “some people… are saying things such as ‘Paul issued Humanae vitae! That sure was heroic! I’d canonize him for that!’”


Excellent observation, and I would go a step further.


While many Catholics simply accept the proposition that Humanae Vitae is a great achievement on the part of Paul VI, a more sober assessment is that the circumstances surrounding its promulgation is far more a “black eye” on his pontificate than it is a crowning glory.


There are several modes, or organs, of infallibility; e.g., ex cathedra statements given by the pope, de fide teachings issued by an ecumenical council, and the universal ordinary magisterium of the Church. This latter mode refers to those doctrines that have been taught constantly and definitively over a period of many centuries by the bishops of the world, in union with the Roman pontiffs.


As an example of the latter, consider:


When a Dubium was sent to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in 1994, asking whether or not the teaching given by Pope John Paul II in the Apostolic Letter, Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, concerning the restriction of the priesthood to males only, is infallible, Cardinal Ratzinger replied in the affirmative by virtue of the Universal Ordinary Magisterium of the Church.


According to numerous theologians, not the least of whom is the eminent moral theologian Dr. Germain Grisez, who also happens to have been a member of the commission appointed by Pope Paul VI to study the so-called “question of contraception,” the doctrine at hand had long since belonged in that very same category.


Furthermore, the Second Vatican Council, in the document Gaudium et Spes, stated in 1965, two years before Humanae Vitae:


“Sons of the Church may not undertake methods of birth control which are found blameworthy by the teaching authority of the Church in it’s unfolding of the divine law. All should be persuaded that human life and the task of transmitting it are not realities bound up with this world alone. Hence they cannot be measured or perceived only in terms of it, but always have a bearing on the eternal destiny of men (GS 51).








This being the case, it would seem that in giving Humanae Vitae, Pope Paul VI wasn’t so much pressing the limits of Christian fortitude as simply reiterating that which was already infallibly taught, a doctrine ever moored to Tradition as evidenced by the Universal Ordinary Magisterium.


As such, I cannot help but ask an important question that few, to my knowledge, seem to be asking:


What exactly moved the Holy Father to appoint a commission to study a doctrine that was already part of the Universal Ordinary Magisterium?


When one considers how much the simple fact of the commission’s creation contributed to the atmosphere of anticipation that existed before Humanae Vitae, and therefore also contributed in no small measure to the havoc that ensued in its aftermath (to say nothing of the Holy Father’s handling of the rebellion), the answer to this question would seem highly relevant.


Fr. Z states, “Some will scratch their heads saying, ‘But Father! Maybe Paul was personally holy, and he prayed and was sincere, but can he have lived a life of heroic virtue if he wasn’t a very good Pope?’”


“In trying to make sense of this, in connection with Paul VI and what seems to many to be a lack of positive accomplishments according to his state in life, perhaps we have to take more and more seriously the circumstances in which he was Bishop of Rome,” he continued. “I don’t have an answer to this difficulty right now.”


I don’t have an answer either, but as I sit here today, it certainly seems to me that a sober assessment of the pontificate of Paul VI gives the children of the Church far more to lament than to celebrate.


As for Humanae Vitae specifically, rather than viewing it as an achievement of Paul VI, it is perhaps more appropriate to recognize it as solid evidence of the protection of the Holy Ghost who would allow no other outcome.





*The Church Will Become Small


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aoiusa.org/blog/the-church-will-become-small/" ��http://www.aoiusa.org/blog/the-church-will-become-small/�


The American Orthodox Institute blog, February 20, 2012


Source: � HYPERLINK "http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/Interiorlife/iloo13.htm" \o "The Church Will Become Small" �Catholic Education Resource Center� | Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI)


The church will become small and will have to start afresh more or less from the beginning.


She will no longer be able to inhabit many of the edifices she built in prosperity. As the number of her adherents diminishes . . . she will lose many of her social privileges. . . As a small society, [the Church] will make much bigger demands on the initiative of her individual members….


It will be hard-going for the Church, for the process of crystallization and clarification will cost her much valuable energy. It will make her poor and cause her to become the Church of the meek . . . The process will be long and wearisome as was the road from the false progressivism on the eve of the French Revolution — when a bishop might be thought smart if he made fun of dogmas and even insinuated that the existence of God was by no means certain . . . But when the trial of this sifting is past, a great power will flow from a more spiritualized and simplified Church. Men in a totally planned world will find themselves unspeakably lonely. If they have completely lost sight of God, they will feel the whole horror of their poverty. Then they will discover the little flock of believers as something wholly new. They will discover it as a hope that is meant for them, an answer for which they have always been searching in secret.


And so it seems certain to me that the Church is facing very hard times. The real crisis has scarcely begun. We will have to count on terrific upheavals. But I am equally certain about what will remain at the end: not the Church of the political cult, which is dead already, but the Church of faith. She may well no longer be the dominant social power to the extent that she was until recently; but she will enjoy a fresh blossoming and be seen as man’s home, where he will find life and hope beyond death.





SELECTED READER’S COMMENT


I am reminded of what then Cardinal Ratzinger said in an interview in 2003.


Raymond: … Talk for a moment about the New Springtime. The Pope has talked a great deal about the New Springtime and you, yourself have laid out your own ideas. Your vision is a little different from some. Some see the numbers growing and everybody believing and dancing hand-in-hand (the Cardinal chuckles) into the millennium. You see a different picture. Tell us what that picture involves. How do you see this springtime evolving? 


Cardinal: As I do not exclude even this dancing hand-in-hand, but this is only one moment. And my idea is that really the springtime of the Church will not say that we will have in a near time buses of conversions, that all peoples of the world will be converted to Catholicism. This is not the way of God. The essential things in history begin always with the small, more convinced communities… But we will have really convinced communities with élan of the faith, no? This is springtime — a new life in very convinced persons with joy of the faith. 


Raymond: But, smaller numbers? In the macro? 


Cardinal: Smaller numbers, I think. But from these small numbers we will have a radiation of joy in the world… And so, I would say, if we have young people really with the joy of the faith and this radiation of this joy of the faith, this will show to the world, "Even if I cannot share it, even if I cannot convert it at this moment, here is the way to live for tomorrow." … … …


Raymond: My final question, what do you see, your Eminence, as the great danger and the great hope in the Church today? 


Cardinal: I see the great danger is that we would be only a social association and not founded in the faith of the Lord. For the first moment, it seems important that only what we are doing and the faith appears not so important. But if the faith disappears, all the other things are discomposed, as we have seen. So, I think there is a danger at this time with all these activities and external visions is to underestimate the importance of faith and to lose the faith, even a Church where the faith would not be so essential. 


Raymond: Right. 


Cardinal: So, the great hope is that the Lord, is we’ll see a new presence of the Lord. We can see that the sacramental presence of the Lord in the Eucharist is an essential gift for us and give us also the possibility to love the others and to work for the others. I think the new presence of the Eucharistic Christ and the new love for Christ and Christ present in the Eucharist is the most encouraging element of our time. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ewtn.com/library/issues/ratzintv.htm" �EWTN interview with Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger. First aired on 5 September 2003.�


So Jyoti Sahi is not off the mark when he writes, "And then people wonder why so many are leaving the Church in Europe and North America!!! The frightening thing is that those who will remain "Faithful" will be this type who sticks to "rubrics" and "laws of the Church" ". –Michael





The full EWTN story:


THE WORLD OVER: CARDINAL RATZINGER INTERVIEW - Raymond Arroyo with Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ewtn.com/library/ISSUES/RATZINTV.HTM" ��http://www.ewtn.com/library/ISSUES/RATZINTV.HTM� 


The following is a transcript of the interview by EWTN News Director Raymond Arroyo of Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, which first aired on EWTN on 5 September 2003. Cardinal Ratzinger is the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, an office to which he was appointed by Pope John Paul II in 1981. 


Introduction


Raymond:  I’m Raymond Arroyo.  He may have the toughest job in the Church.  He is the Vatican's chief protector and promoter of Catholic doctrine, second in power only to the Pope, and certainly one of the most important men in the Roman Catholic Church today.  Yet, after 22 years, as Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger has assiduously avoided interviews.  But tonight, for the first time in an exclusive interview, he sits down with me to discuss the future of the Church, the clerical sexual abuse scandal, and the papacy of John Paul II.  He also talks for the first time about the persistent rumors that he may retire.  We talked with the Cardinal several weeks ago in Rome.  


Interview


Raymond: First of all, Your Eminence, thank you for having us here.  It’s a great honor to be with you.  In your book, God And The World, you talk about a crisis of faith.  And you, more than anyone, should know the state of this Church.  You get reports every day.  Where does this crisis of faith stand now?  Are things improving? 


Cardinal: Yes, it’s improving in a certain sense.  Also, our situation generally, I think the situation of the Western World, is an increasing of relativism, the idea all is equal and we do not know anything clear about God; and so, all faiths are equal and so on.  This is a general impression in the world of today and this also is temptation for us as Christians.  But, I think on the other hand, in many people there is a real desire to have concrete contact with Christ, with the presence of Our Lord.  So, I would say the youth of the Church is improving the situation because they will not simply do what all people are doing; so really be in contact with the Lord and sharing the faith of the Church.  So, I would say, generally the situation of the Western World is not improving about the faith, but in the Church, the youth of the Church, we can see that there is a new beginning. 


Raymond: Signs of hope there that are being planted. 


Cardinal: Yes. 


Raymond: Let's talk for moment about the Second Vatican Council, and particularly the implementation of the Council.  You have written so much about this, and talked so much about this.  For people of my generation, I suppose the thing that most stands out from the faith too of our fathers and grandfathers is the liturgy, the Mass.  You've spoken about the reform of the reform, reforming the reform.  How do you see that actuating?  How do you see it concretely taking shape as we move forward? 


Cardinal: Generally, I would say it was not well implemented; the liturgical reform, because it was a general idea.  Now, liturgy is a thing of the community.  The community is representing itself and so with the creativity of the priest or of the other groups they will create their own liturgies.  It is, more the presence of their own experiences and ideas than meeting with the Presence of the Lord in the church.  And with this creativity and self-presentation of the community is disappearing the essence of liturgy.  Because in essence we can go over our own experiences and to receive what is not from our experience, but is a gift of God.  And so, I think we have to restore not so much certain ceremonies, but the essential idea of liturgy – to understand in liturgy, we are not representing ourselves, but we receive the grace of the presence of the Lord with the Church of the heaven and of the earth.  


And the universality of the liturgy, it seems to me, is essential.  Definition of liturgy and restoring this idea would also help to be more obedient to the norms, not as a juridical positivism, but really as sharing, participating what is given to us from the Lord in the Church. 


Raymond: And that sense of sacrifice and worship that you’ve talked about so eloquently, how do you see that being restored concretely?  Will we see a return to the ad orientem posture, facing the East, the priest facing away from the people during the Canon, a return to the Latin, more Latin in the Mass? 


Cardinal: Versus orientem, I would say could be a help because it is really a tradition from the Apostolic time, and it’s not only a norm, but it’s an expression also of the cosmical dimension and of the historical dimension of the liturgy.  We are celebrating with the cosmos, with the world.  It’s the direction of the future of the world, of our history represented in the sun and in the cosmical realities.  I think today this new discovering of our relation with the created world can be understood also from the people, better than perhaps 20 years ago.  


And also, it’s a common direction – priest and people are in common oriented to the Lord.  So, I think it could be a help.  Always external gestures are not simply a remedy in itself, but could be a help because it’s a very classical interpretation of what is the direction of the liturgy.  Generally, I think it was good to translate the liturgy in the spoken languages because we will understand it; we will participate also with our thinking.  But a stronger presence of some elements of Latin would be helpful to give the universal dimension, to give the possibilities that in all the parts of the world we can see “I am in the same Church.”  So generally, popular language is … 


Raymond: A good thing. 


Cardinal: …a solution.  But some presence of Latin could be helpful to have more experience of universality. 


Raymond: I know you are working on those new liturgical, this new liturgical piece of legislation that the Pope previewed in his encyclical On the Eucharist.  We’ve been hearing a great deal from Cardinal Arinze and in some publications that this may be a precursor to a universal indult for the Tridentine Mass.  Do you foresee that at all? 


Cardinal: I would distinguish between the future document and the problem of indults.  The future document is not a new legislation but interpretation of given norms.  So, we have only to interpret or clarify what is abuse and what is really the application of the liturgy.  In a sense, it is a very limited, the possibility of this document – a clarification of abuses, and clarification of norms, at this moment.  The other is a different problem.  I think generally, the old liturgy was never prohibited.  We need only norms how in peace, apply it so that the reformed liturgy is the normal liturgy of the community of the Church, but the other is always a valid use of the Church can be used but in obedience to the bishops and the Holy Father. 


Raymond: Um hum.  And that’s a great challenge, I know, in some parts of the Church.  And other parts of the Church, they’ve embraced the Pope’s call for more frequent practice of the old Mass. 


Cardinal: Yes.  I think it’s important to be open to this possibility and to demonstrate also the continuity of the Church.  We are today, not another Church as of 500 years ago.  It’s always the same Church.  It was at one time holy, for the Church is always holy, for the Church it is not in another time an impossible thing. 


Raymond: Right.  Some have suggested, Your Eminence, that there is a de facto schism in the Church today.  Because many, who call themselves Catholic, many who were born and baptized Catholic, simply don’t believe nor live out the fullness of the faith.  How do we bring them back?  How do we reach them in this cultural reality? 


Cardinal: I would say this is a permanent pastoral problem to help that all people can really share the faith of the Church authentically.  And it was always a problem that the faith of many persons was deficient and insufficient. Today it is clear that with all the … 


Raymond: Relativism? 


Cardinal: …relativism and so its problem is as strong as in past times.  And so is the problem of catechization and evangelization is much more difficult as in different times. 


I think the first point is a good catechesis in the preparation to the faith, in education to the faith, that really the faith of the Church is authentically present.  And I think the Catechism of the Catholic Church is a great help to see universally what is really the faith of the Church and what is not.  And the new compendium we are preparing will be another help to make more accessible the great catechism in a practical work of catechization.  This is the first point – education in the faith and really have the common ground present.  And the other point is also the prediction that in homilies we can really year-by-year learn what is the faith, not only some or always the same ideas.  I think it is a real danger that in the homilies priests and also bishops could repeat essentially their preferred ideas and not present the completeness of the faith.  So I think a renewal also of the predication is also very important.  The liturgy is living catechesis.  I think so much is dependent from authentic liturgies, not only as I said, appearing as the ideas and experience of this community, but is a representation of the faith of the Church.  You can see the Sacrifice of Christ is here and the Triune God is in contact with us and we with Him, and so on.  Liturgy is very important.  And so, also is to deepen the prayer in the Church.  I think the way to learn God, is prayer.  And a school of prayers are very essential, I think.  With a concrete relation of prayer, we learn about God and we learn the Church.  And so, it’s important to have prayer books representing really the deepness of our faith.  So, I think even the works of Christian charity are important to give concreteness to our faith, because faith is not only an idea, not only a theory, but it is also a living reality. 


Raymond: Um hum.  And that experience, you know having that experience I think, when you talked about the Mass


Cardinal: Um hum. 


Raymond: …that, that truly is the contact, if you will, between God and man … 


Cardinal: Yes. Yes. 


Raymond: … in such a powerful way, when they interact.  Talk for a moment about the New Springtime.  The Pope has talked a great deal about the New Springtime and you, yourself have laid out your own ideas.  Your vision is a little different from some.  Some see the numbers growing and everybody believing and dancing hand-in-hand (the Cardinal chuckles) into the millennium.  You see a different picture.  Tell us what that picture involves.  How do you see this Springtime evolving? 


Cardinal: As I do not exclude even this dancing hand-in-hand, but this is only one moment.  And my idea is that really the springtime of the Church will not say that we will have in a near time buses of conversions, that all peoples of the world will be converted to Catholicism.  This is not the way of God.  The essential things in history begin always with the small, more convinced communities.  So, the Church begins with the 12 Apostles.  And even the Church of St. Paul diffused in the Mediterranean are little communities, but this community in itself is the future of the world, because we have the truth and the force of conviction.  So, I think also today it should be an error to think now or in 10 years with the new springtime, all people will be Catholic.  This is not our future, nor our expectation.  But we will have really convinced communities with élan of the faith, no?  This is springtime — a new life in very convinced persons with joy of the faith. 


Raymond: But, smaller numbers?  In the macro? 


Cardinal: Smaller numbers, I think.  But from these small numbers we will have a radiation of joy in the world.  And so, it’s an attraction, as it was in the old Church.  Even when Constantine made Christianity the public religion, there were a small number of percentage at this time; but it was clear, this is the future.  So we can live in the future, just give us a way in a different future.  And so, I would say, if we have young people really with the joy of the faith and this radiation of this joy of the faith, this will show to the world, “Even if I cannot share it, even if I cannot convert it at this moment, here is the way to live for tomorrow.” 


Raymond: Um hum.  Do you see the various movements in the Church as part of that ongoing conversion? And is there a danger there, that we get into this competitive Factionalism, if you will, in the Church that we all have to be a part of it if we are going to be a serious Catholic? 


Cardinal: Yes, on the on hand, I am really a friend of movements – Communione e Liberazione, Focolare, and the Charismatic Renewal.  I think this is a sign of the Springtime and of the presence of the Holy Spirit, today will give new charisms and so on.  This is for me really a great hope that not with organization from authorities, but really it is the force of the Holy Spirit present in the people.  We have movements and new beginnings of the faith, new forms of the faith. On the other hand, I think it is important that these movements are not closed in themselves and absolutized; but have to understand that even if I’m convinced this is the way, I have to accept we are one way and not the way, and we have to be open for the others, in communion with the others.  And essentially we have to be really present and even obedient to the common Church in presence with the bishops and the Pope.  Only with this openness to not be absolutized with its ideas and to be in service of the common Church, of the Universal Church, can be really a way for tomorrow. 


Raymond:  Your Eminence, I want to ask a few personal questions, if you’ll permit me?  You’ve written most recently in the book, God and the World, you’ve said, and called this post as Prefect at the Congregation of the Doctrine of Faith, you’ve said, “This is my most uncomfortable post.”  (Cardinal chuckles)   What do you mean by that? 


Cardinal: Yes, it’s in many senses it’s uncomfortable.  We have essentially and often to do with all the problems of the Church – problems of relativism, of heresies, of unacceptable theologies, difficult theologians and so on.  Also with the disciplinary cases, also problem of pedophiles is our problem.  We are really in this Congregation confronted with the most difficult aspects of the life of the Church today.  And so, also, clearly attacked as inquisition on what you better know than I… 


Raymond: Sure. Sure. 


Cardinal: …from the one hand.  But from the other hand, I have to answer to what I say in this book.  Also everyday I experience that people are thankful saying, “Yes, the Church has an identity, has a continuity, the faith is real and present also today and is also today possible.”  


And when I go in St. Peter’s Square and so on, I can see everyday people from different parts of the world knowing me and saying, “Thank you, Father.  We are thankful that you are doing this difficult job, because this is helping us.”  Even many Protestant friends say to me, “What you are doing is helpful also for us, because it is defending also our faith and the presence of the faith in Christ.  We need an instance as yours, even if we are not sharing all what you are saying.  But it’s also for us helpful to see we have this continuing defense of the faith and this is in encouraging to continue in the faith, and to live it.” And in this days an Orthodox delegation said to me, “What you are doing is good is also for our faith good,” So, we have an Ecumenical dimension not so often… 


Raymond: Appreciated. 


Raymond: Your Eminence, the other thing I – and this is a total personal appraisal – because of my post, and I cover the Church.  I travel about the World, and talk to so many people, I’m sure nothing approaching the groups of people you talk to, and the things you encounter.  And I have to tell you honestly, the recent days have been something of a trial of faith for me, and I know for some of my colleagues.  How do you weather what I’m sure is a temptation to despair at times, considering the cases you examine and the personalities you encounter at times? 


Cardinal: Yes. I think we have to remember that Our Lord said to us that in, I know this in Italiano…  (The answer is completely in Italian.  Translation follows) Our Lord told us: ¨Within the fields of the Church, there will be not only wheat but chaff – from the seas of the world you will take not only fish but also unacceptable things’. Therefore, He announces to us a community, a Church in which scandals and sinners will be present. We must remember that St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, was a great sinner, and yet the Lord wanted precisely the sinner Peter as the rock of the Church. Thus He has already indicated to us not to expect great saints of all the Popes – we must also expect there to be sinners among them.  He announces to us that in the fields of the Church there will be much chaff. This sense should not surprise us if we consider all of Church history. There have been other times at least as difficult as ours with scandals, etc.  All we have to do is think of the ninth century, the tenth century, the Renaissance.  Therefore, looking at the words of the Lord, at the history of the Church, we can relativize today’s scandals. We suffer.  We must suffer because they – that is the scandals – made so many people suffer, and here we are thinking of the victims. Certainly we must do all we can to avoid that these things happen in the future.  But on the other hand, we know that the Lord – and this is the essence of the Church – the Lord sat at the table with sinners.  This is the definition of the Church:  The Lord sits at the table with sinners. Therefore, we cannot be amazed if it is like this.  We cannot despair.  On the contrary, the Lord said:  “I AM not here only for the just, but for sinners.”  We must feel certain that the Lord truly - even today – seeks sinners in order to save us.  


Raymond: ....Over the past couple of years, many have diagnosed the crisis of sexual abuse plaguing the Church in the U.S. Now the Vatican’s chief theologian identifies what he considers the root causes of the sexual abuse scandals – more of our exclusive interview with Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. 


Raymond: You, I know, have been closely involved with the continuing crisis in the United States, trying to bring closure a healing in the wake of terrible sexual abuse in the United States. My question is, “What do you identify as the root causes of this crisis that we continue to live through in the United States?” 


Cardinal: I will distinguish perhaps between 2 different elements – a general element and a specific element of this time and of this scandal of today.  The general element is, as I said, is a weakness of human beings, even of priests.  Never will we have all this end, but always the temptations of human beings are present also for the priests.  So always we have to accept that.  Even in the communion of priests and bishops, we have to know that these things can happen.  The second point is more specific, why at this time it was so often and it was more than in past times.  And I think the essential point is the weakness of faith, because only if I am really in confidence personally with the Lord; if the Lord is for me, not an idea, but the Person of my deepest friendship; if I know personally the Lord and be in contact of love everyday in the Lord, if for me faith is the reality.  It is the ground of my life; it is a most sure of reality, and not some possibility – in this case, if I am really convinced and really in contact of love with the Lord, the Lord will help me in these temptations and I can even win what seems impossible.  If the faith is not everyday realized, if the faith is weakened and begins only to be a hypothesis, so it’s not a fundamental of your life and so begins all these problems.  So, I would say the essential point is for me, weakness of the faith and not a sufficient presence of the faith in the Church.  I think it was the problem of the last 40, 50 years.  That the idea was we have common ideas with all the world and that faith is very personal and a universal gift of the Lord was not so present.  So, I think the first point is re-learn, re-convert to a deepened faith and education in the faith.  I think also that in the last perhaps 40, 50 years, it was not so clear the validity of the moral teaching of the Church.  We had so many masters in the Church that teach in other ways, and said, “No, this is not a sin.  This is not a sin.  This is common and what is average of doing is also permitted.”  And with this idea, we do not have a clear moral teaching.  We have to learn from the normal actions of human beings.  So, we also will be in the normal actions and even … 


Raymond: Fall prey unto the things of the world. 


Cardinal: Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  So, I think that 2 things are essential – conversion to a profound and deep faith with the life of prayer and the sacraments, and clear moral teaching and conviction of these teachings that the Church, has the Holy Spirit and can give this way. 


Raymond: What would you say to the faithful, who in the United States are so despondent at this hour, and not sure who to look to?  What would you say to them? 


Cardinal: Yes.  On the one hand, look to the Lord is the first point.  He is always present and He’s always near to us.  Look also to the saints of all the times, and so find in our times the saints.  The humble, faithful persons are present, perhaps not so visible because they are not appearing on the television.  But the humble, praying people are present today and this is a confidence of the Church and of all our people find these people, finds that with all the problems of today, the Church has not disappeared; but is continuing, especially in not so visible personalities.  So, I think this is essential – find the Lord, find the saints of the times, but also find the not canonized, simple persons who are really in the heart of the Church. 


Raymond: Your Eminence, in the United States, the Bishops’ Conference has largely taken the lead, the National Conference in trying to heal and put an end to this crisis.  Because there is such a lack of confidence, if you will, among the faithful in their episcopacy, do you believe the Bishops’ Conference to be the best instrument of that healing at this point? 


Cardinal: This is a difficult question, as you know. 


Raymond: That’s why I ask it. (Both laugh) 


Cardinal: On the one hand, I would say a coordination between the bishops is certainly necessary because United States are one great continent and it’s impossible that one bishop has the same discipline as another.  So, a coordination is absolutely necessary.  In this sense, a coordination between the bishops and common norm is important to guarantee also equality in the different dioceses.  I think it is clear the personal responsibility of the bishop is fundamental for the Church.  And perhaps anonymity of the Bishops’ Conference can be a danger for the Church.  Nobody is personally immediately responsible.  It was always the conference and you do not know where or who is the conference.  In the sense, I think, a good relation between the two realities is necessary.  On the one hand, the cooperation, and the collegiality and so is the equality of the right and norms.  From the other, it is a personal responsibility of the bishops that I can know, “This is my part, now, and I am responsible.”  And he takes in hand the responsibility in wonderful, but also in difficult things. 


Raymond: Right. Right.  Because it is difficult for the children of the Church to embrace a father if you don’t know who he is.  (chuckle) 


Cardinal: That’s clear.  It’s a figure of a bishop who is courageously present. 


Raymond: Very important. In God and the World, you reflect a little on Dominus Jesus, a document released in 2000.  It was greeted with some controversy, because in it you said, “God did not revoke His covenant to the Israeli people, or the people of Israel, rather; but that Jesus is the Messiah for everyone and therefore, conversion was still necessary, or should be a possibility.”  How do you reconcile those two ideas? 


Cardinal: Perhaps, it’s not our possibility to reconcile it, to leave it to God.  Because two things are very clear in the Holy Scripture.  In the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans, he clearly says, “The fidelity of God is absolutely clear. He is faithful to His promises.”  And so, the people of Abraham are always God’s people, on the one hand.  And he says also clearly, “All Israel will be saved.”  But, it’s also clear that Jesus is the Savior, not only of the other peoples, He is a Jew and He is the Savior, especially of His Own people.”  St. Bernard of Clairvaux said, “God saved, reserved for Himself, the salvation of Israel.  He will do it in His Own Person.”  And so, we have to leave it to God’s Self, see, convinced and knowing that Christ is Savior of all of His Own people, and of all people.  But how He will do it is in God’s Hand. 


Raymond: But it is the Church’s responsibility to make the Gospel available, and the message available to the Jewish people. 


Cardinal: Yes.  It is absolutely important to make accessible the Gospel for all people and also understandable for Jewish people.  


I do not know if you perhaps have seen the new book of Cardinal Lustiger where he relates a promise and in a very touching way describes his own experience, and shows how we can understand the Old Testament is speaking of Christ and to also possibly to make accessible and available that in their own holy books of Israel, Christ is speaking at present.  So, this is really a duty of the Church to make this available and to make understandable that He is the Savior, even of His Own people. 


Raymond: And I will remind our audience Cardinal Lustiger, of course, the Cardinal of Paris and a Jewish convert, a convert from Judaism.  Let’s talk for a moment, you’ve discussed often the nature of sexuality and that it finds its home in the context of marriage.  This today is a very contested notion and a very contested teaching.  How does the Church bring that message into a culture that – we now have homosexual marriages being legalized, in-vitro fertilization and technologies of reproduction outside of the marital act – how do you bring this teaching to this culture? 


Cardinal: You cannot think that I now in on minute could clarify (Raymond laughs) what so many people in great books could not clarify?  But, I think it is always essential that the nature of human being is given and we understand that men and women are created one to the other.  This is a creational relation and reflecting also, all what nature has given that is for the continuation of the human generation.  It is essential that God created men and women to be one, as it is said in the first chapters of the Bible.  So, I think even if our culture is against marriage as essential form of relations between human beings, between women and men.  I think our nature is always present and we can understand it, if we will understand it.  I think these other things are a counter-culture and we can understand this is not in conformity with what is internal indication of our beings.  I hope it is possible, in a sincere and open dialog with the people, to understand even today that our nature is this:  man and woman are created one for the other. 


Raymond: Um hum.  One of your jobs here at the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith is investigating the Marian apparitions that occur in history and in our present age.  You, in 2000, released the so-called, “Third Secret of Fatima.”  And part of that revelation was that there would be a hail of bullets, the Pope would fall and appear to be dead.  


The Congregation interpreted that as the assassination attempt on his Holiness, John Paul II.  Is it possible – and I’ve gotten many letters asking me to ask this question – is it possible that this could point to a future Pope? 


Cardinal: We cannot exclude that this is clear.  Normally, the private visions are limited to the next generation, and even Lucia, and all those in Fatima were convinced that in the time of one generation this would be realized.  So, the immediate content of the vision is this, I would say.  And it is expressed in a vision in an apocalyptic language.  It is clear in all the visions, we do not have an historical language, as a report on television, that we have a visionary, symbolic language.  We can understand this is indeed an indication of the crisis of the Church in the second part of the last century and in our time.  But, even if the immediate sense of this prophecy, this vision is always in the next generations; it has also sense for future times.  We cannot exclude – even I would say, we have to wait for, that even in other times we’ll have similar crises of the Church and perhaps also similar attacks to a Pope. 


Raymond: Um hum. Um hum.  Let’s hope for a moment about this Pope.   You’ve worked so closely with him, for these 21 years – I can’t believe it!  Give me your appraisal of his contribution to the Church and how he has shaped this Papacy, and the Papacy going forward? 


Cardinal: Yes, it has a political dimension, it has a more spiritual dimension, a real dimension of this Papacy.  In the political dimension as we all know, he contributed essentially to the breakdown of the Communistic governments in Eastern Europe.  And he created – and here we are arriving at the spiritual dimension – his relation with Israel, also, and a new engagement for the poor people of the world.  This is one of the essential dimensions that he has revealed and re-enforced the engagement of the charity of the Church of the people for the suffering parts of the world.  But, we have a more spiritual dimension is his deep faith with his love to the Lord and his love to the Mother Mary, the Mother of God and with his way of prayer, with his visible merging in the presence of the Lord.  He gave a new beginning, a new zeal for the Church for young people, especially, to see, “Yes, we can pray today; Christ Who is present today.”  So, I think that with all his trips in the world, with his preaching and with his writings, he deepens the faith and he renews the faith, and especially he was the initiator of the youth movement, I would say of the new “springtime of the Church” in the sense that young people can find, “Yes, we can live in this way.  Christ is present.  And this is more important than all the problems of the faith and of our moral life, to have the Lord and to have so in the Lord’s way.”  And so, the a renewal of our faith and of the sacramental life, I think, is essential of what this Pope has done. 


Raymond: What about his suffering, the suffering we’ve seen played out in this man’s body before the world?  What is the contribution of that in your estimation? 


Cardinal: I think this is very important in our time, where only active personalities and personalities of sport, and so on, of youth.   The idea is to be young and beautiful; to show us that even a suffering old man can be an important contribution to the life of the people.  His suffering is in communion with the suffering of Christ and perhaps with his suffering we can better understand that the suffering of Christ has redeemed the world – in giving himself in suffering, giving up something, giving up some activities sometime but that really himself is the presence of the force of the deeper dimensions of human beings.  We can learn from him that suffering and the gift of himself is an essential gift we need in our time. 


Raymond: You’ve been here for 21 years in this post, and I’ve read in many reports you wanted to retire several times.  Why are you still here?  (Both chuckle) 


Cardinal: Yes, I had desired to retire in 1991, 1996 and 2001 because I have studied the idea.   I could write some books and return to my studies as Cardinal Martini did.  So, it was my idea to do the same thing.  But on the other hand, seeing the suffering Pope, I cannot say to the Pope, “I will retire.  I will write my books.”  (Both chuckle)  Seeing him, how he is giving himself, I have to continue. 


Raymond: My final question, what do you see, your Eminence, as the great danger and the great hope in the Church today? 


Cardinal: I see the great danger is that we would be only a social association and not founded in the faith of the Lord.  For the first moment, it seems important that only what we are doing and the faith appears not so important.  But if the faith disappears, all the other things are discomposed, as we have seen.  So, I think there is a danger at this time with all these activities and external visions is to underestimate the importance of faith and to lose the faith, even a Church where the faith would not be so essential. 


Raymond: Right. 


Cardinal: So, the great hope is that the Lord, is we’ll see a new presence of the Lord.  We can see that the sacramental presence of the Lord in the Eucharist is an essential gift for us and give us also the possibility to love the others and to work for the others.  I think the new presence of the Eucharistic Christ and the new love for Christ and Christ present in the Eucharist is the most encouraging element of our time. 


Raymond: We’d like to thank Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger and his staff for accommodating the interview.
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On April 20, in a conversation with BusinessWeek Special Correspondent Ann Therese Palmer, Appleby offered his perspective on Pope Benedict XVI, his role as guardian of orthodoxy under John Paul II, and his relationship with the U.S. Church. Edited excerpts of their conversation follow.


Q: For some liberal American Catholics, why do you think this is their worst nightmare come true?


Appleby: Pope Benedict XVI has a reputation, built over many years, for cracking down on what he would call theological dissent -- but what they would call healthy theological pluralism within Catholicism.


Q: Do you think he has the capacity to change now that he isn't the Prefect of the Congregation for Doctrine?


A: In his former capacity, Ratzinger was required to draw sharp lines around Catholic orthodoxy and underscore the traditional teaching of the Church.


However, I'm less inclined to believe he will relax this vigilance as Pope because he brought profound theological convictions to the job of "enforcer of orthodoxy." He wasn't merely a watchdog. He was a leading theologian who helped define the meaning of Catholic teaching.


He was a theologian with well-defined critiques of secularism and unhealthy laxity of behavior on moral precepts. The U.S. is case No. 1 in his book with respect to "lax behavior" or disobedience to Church teaching on matters like birth control.


Q: Is the Vatican hierarchy and election of a Pope outdated for the modern democratic world? In the last 300 years, there has been increased emphasis on personal freedom exercised in a participatory democracy instead of historical obedience to one Pope or one king.


A: Cardinal Ratzinger has indicated that certain forms of democracy can promote relativism, an attitude that effectively denies the certainty of absolute truth. As the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, he has warned repeatedly that relativism can be a byproduct of democracy.


The new Pope will likely be critical of certain aspects of American Catholic practice, as was Pope John Paul II, who demanded obedience to certain teachings and didn't get it.


Q: You have said the choice of Cardinal Ratzinger could lead to a "winnowing" of the American church. Why do you think that? 


A: The controversy over denying Communion to politicians who are pro-choice or who are divorced and remarried outside the Church is an example of possible winnowing ahead.


If it's true Pope Benedict XVI prefers a leaner, smaller, purer church as he has spoken of before, we could see a withering of certain Catholic institutions because they're not considered fully Catholic. This might include Catholic colleges, hospitals, and other Catholic institutions.


In his role as Prefect, he determined who could and could not speak as a Catholic theologian. As Pope, that power could be extended more broadly.


Q: Where does this leave liberal American Catholics?


A: It leaves them both concerned and hopeful. The concern is that the man who has become Pope not continue to play the narrower role he was required to enact in his previous office.


The hope is that his intellect and his ability to adapt to the new office will lead to a papacy that's in true dialogue with the Church -- the believers -- as well as the world.


Q: Why would the Cardinals chose a man like this, given all of the apparent problems the Church faces?


A: There are three possible reasons. First, they wanted to send a clear signal that there won't be any fundamental changes in the doctrine and moral teaching of the Church. Those who expect some liberalization or adaptation to the modern world should abandon those expectations.


Second, it demonstrates continuity with the papacy of John Paul II, whom Cardinal Ratzinger served long and loyally. [The third possibility is] they elected Cardinal Ratzinger to demonstrate strength in the areas where John Paul II was weak: Primarily in the internal administration of the Church and in managing the Curia and appointment of bishops. These are areas where Ratzinger will bring great expertise and achievement. 





*Faith and the Future, a 1969 book written by Cardinal Ratzinger published by Ignatius Press
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"She will no longer be able to inhabit many of the edifices she built in prosperity. As the number of her adherents diminishes . . . she will lose many of her social privileges. . . As a small society, [the Church] will make much bigger demands on the initiative of her individual members....


It will be hard-going for the Church, for the process of crystallization and clarification will cost her much valuable energy. It will make her poor and cause her to become the Church of the meek . . . The process will be long and wearisome as was the road from the false progressivism on the eve of the French Revolution — when a bishop might be thought smart if he made fun of dogmas and even insinuated that the existence of God was by no means certain… But when the trial of this sifting is past, a great power will flow from a more spiritualized and simplified Church. Men in a totally planned world will find themselves unspeakably lonely. If they have completely lost sight of God, they will feel the whole horror of their poverty. Then they will discover the little flock of believers as something wholly new. They will discover it as a hope that is meant for them, an answer for which they have always been searching in secret. 


And so it seems certain to me that the Church is facing very hard times. The real crisis has scarcely begun. We will have to count on terrific upheavals. But I am equally certain about what will remain at the end: not the Church of the political cult, which is dead already, but the Church of faith. She may well no longer be the dominant social power to the extent that she was until recently; but she will enjoy a fresh blossoming and be seen as man's home, where he will find life and hope beyond death."





INTERVIEW OF THE HOLY FATHER BENEDICT XVI WITH THE JOURNALISTS DURING THE FLIGHT TO THE UNITED KINGDOM 


Interview with Fr. Lombardi, Papal Flight, Thursday, 16 September 2010 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/speeches/2010/september/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20100916_interv-regno-unito_en.html" ��http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/speeches/2010/september/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20100916_interv-regno-unito_en.html� EXTRACT


"One might say that a church which seeks above all to be attractive would already be on the wrong path, because the Church does not work for itself, does not work to increase its numbers so as to have more power. The Church is at the service of Another; it does not serve itself, seeking to be a strong body…"





DOGMATIC CONSTITUTION ON THE CHURCH, LUMEN GENTIUM, CHAPTER II - ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD


Pope Paul VI, November 21, 1964 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html" ��http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html� EXTRACT


#9 So it is that that messianic people, although it does not actually include all men, and at times may look like a small flock, is nonetheless a lasting and sure seed of unity, hope and salvation for the whole human race. Established by Christ as a communion of life, charity and truth, it is also used by Him as an instrument for the redemption of all, and is sent forth into the whole world as the light of the world and the salt of the earth.


As I wrote to Jyoti Sahi, we might see a "leaner, meaner" Church!





WE OBSERVED THAT THOSE WHO FAVOUR THE WASHING OF WOMEN’S FEET IN THE MAUNDY THURSDAY LITURGY ALSO DESIRE THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN


Read WASHING THE FEET OF WOMEN ON HOLY THURSDAY 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_HOLY_THURSDAY.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WASHING_THE_FEET_OF_WOMEN_ON_HOLY_THURSDAY.doc�





CORRESPONDENCE WITH A TROUBLED CONSERVATIVE CATHOLIC


From: Name Withheld To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� Sent: Saturday, March 16, 2013 9:36 PM


Subject: Re: FR. SUBHASH ANAND: "INCLUSIVE CELEBRATION" ON MAUNDY THURSDAY


Based on what I have heard and seen, our new Pope, Pope Francis, has washed the feet of 12 women when he was a cardinal in Argentina. So I am not sure how to interpret the liturgical norms on the washing of feet.


We have addressed this issue above. For the correspondence, see the WASHING THE FEET… report –Michael





From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:malleus.maleficarum@chef.net" \o "malleus.maleficarum@chef.net" �Luis Gutierrez� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:universidad@pontificia.edu.mx" \o "universidad@pontificia.edu.mx" �universidad@pontificia.edu.mx� (I have deleted the paragraphs that were in Spanish)


Sent: Monday, March 25, 2013 1:45 AM Subject: Palm Sunday / Domingo de Ramos


"Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.�Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross."�This week I received a message containing the following paragraph:


�"Did you know that a man who is definitively and perpetually impotent cannot be a ministerial priest? Even as a priest who will never enter the "noble and worthy" Sacrament of Matrimony, it is equally important that his somatic (bodily) constitution "speak" to his ability to generate new life in others. This is ultimately why we call our priests "Father"."�Is this true?  Can anyone tell me where is the potency requirement stated in canon law?�"... coming in human likeness ... found human in appearance ..."�Isn't it the *humanity* of Jesus that is crucial for the redemption, and not his masculinity?  Isn't it time to let go of the patriarchal sacramental theology whereby the priest must be male in order to image Jesus and act "in persona Christi"?�At the incarnation, the Eternal Word embraced all the limitations of the human condition, including being either male or female.  We are "bodily persons" before we are male or female. All human beings are "bodily persons," and share one and the same human nature. There is no such thing as a male human nature and a female human nature.  Therefore, any baptized human person -- male or female -- can be ordained to act "in persona Christi."  The priest acts in the person of Christ, not in his masculinity, or in his chromosomes, or in his testosterone, or in his ability to ... �Why are we so afraid to recognize that patriarchal traditions are not part of Sacred Tradition, let alone the Deposit of Faith?�Luis Gutierrez, Maryland, USA


I am a Roman Catholic layman who is concerned about the Vatican trying to convince people that the exclusively male priesthood has been infallibly defined as revealed truth. �It is time to recognize that patriarchy preceded the most ancient biblical texts by thousands of years, and contaminated them all with a patriarchal bias that is totally anthropogenic and totally unrelated to divine revelation.�Once this is recognized, patriarchal ecclesiastical practices and laws (e.g., canon 1024) are exposed as what they are: artifacts made by human hands which bounded Jesus in his earthly mission to the people of Israel but should no longer bound the church in seeking the glory of God and the good of souls.�Luis Gutierrez�Maryland, EE.UU.


�I forwarded Luis' letter to a couple in ministry and this is their response:


From: VC To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� Sent: Monday, March 25, 2013 8:05 PM


Subject: Re: Fw: Palm Sunday / Domingo de Ramos


The quote that is in the 3rd paragraph sounds like a speaker on the TOB - maybe Christopher West or perhaps Fr. Thomas Loya. I would tend to agree with it. Of course no candidate for the priesthood is, as far as I know, ever tested for potency or impotency just as no male person is required to prove his potency before entering matrimony. But just as total impotency within marriage is a ground for annulment, perhaps if it were known that a person is impotent, it would probably exclude him from being considered for the ordained priesthood.





A LETTER FROM THIS MINISTRY TO PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS BROTHERS OF THE CMI ORDER


From: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� To: � HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" \o "michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �Michael Prabhu� Sent: Monday, March 25, 2013 9:39 AM


Subject: TO ALL C.M.I. FATHERS AND RELIGIOUS BROTHERS: CONCERNING THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN


Dear Reverend Fathers and Brothers of the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate,


Kindly excuse me for not addressing this communication individually to you because it has to be sent to around 150 different C.M.I. addresses, starting now, 10 at a time.


I hope that I will be blessed with a few responses from some of you after you examine the reports below:


1. VIRGINIA SALDANHA-ECCLESIA OF WOMEN IN ASIA AND CATHERINE OF SIENA VIRTUAL COLLEGE-FEMINIST THEOLOGY AND THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN PRIESTS 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-ECCLESIA_OF_WOMEN_IN_ASIA_AND_CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE-FEMINIST_THEOLOGY_AND_THE_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-ECCLESIA_OF_WOMEN_IN_ASIA_AND_CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE-FEMINIST_THEOLOGY_AND_THE_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc�


2. VIRGINIA SALDANHA-WOMENPRIESTS INFILTRATES THE INDIAN CHURCH-CATHERINE OF SIENA VIRTUAL COLLEGE 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-WOMENPRIESTS_INFILTRATES_THE_INDIAN_CHURCH-CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-WOMENPRIESTS_INFILTRATES_THE_INDIAN_CHURCH-CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE.doc�


3. WOMEN PRIESTS-THE NCR-UCAN-EWA NEXUS 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WOMEN_PRIESTS-THE_NCR-UCAN-EWA_NEXUS.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WOMEN_PRIESTS-THE_NCR-UCAN-EWA_NEXUS.doc�


4. UCAN WANTS TO DO AWAY WITH THE PRIESTHOOD 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_WANTS_TO_DO_AWAY_WITH_THE_PRIESTHOOD.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_WANTS_TO_DO_AWAY_WITH_THE_PRIESTHOOD.doc�


5. UCAN CONFIRMS IT FAVOURS WOMEN PRIESTS 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc� 


6. UCAN CONFIRMS IT FAVOURS WOMEN PRIESTS-02 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS-02.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCAN_CONFIRMS_IT_FAVOURS_WOMEN_PRIESTS-02.doc�


7. UCAN'S SLANTED QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE CATHOLIC'S CHOICE FOR POPE 


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCANS_SLANTED_QUESTIONNAIRE_ON_THE_CATHOLICS_CHOICE_FOR_POPE.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/UCANS_SLANTED_QUESTIONNAIRE_ON_THE_CATHOLICS_CHOICE_FOR_POPE.doc� 


8. NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 15-DEMAND FOR ORDINATION OF WOMEN PRIESTS-FR SUBHASH ANAND AND OTHERS  


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_15-DEMAND_FOR_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN_PRIESTS-FR_SUBHASH_ANAND_AND_OTHERS.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_15-DEMAND_FOR_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN_PRIESTS-FR_SUBHASH_ANAND_AND_OTHERS.doc�


In particular, I would like to draw your kind attention to report no. 1 above, see pages 98-100, which directly concerns your religious order since Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram [DVK] and Christ University, two of your academic institutions in Bangalore, are affiliated with ex-priest John Wijngaards' womenpriests.org and the Catherine of Siena Virtual College operated by Ms. Virginia Saldanha from Mumbai to promote the demand from a section of liberals for the ORDINATION OF WOMEN.


At your service in Jesus' Name,


Michael Prabhu, Catholic apologist, Chennai


� HYPERLINK "mailto:michaelprabhu@vsnl.net" �michaelprabhu@vsnl.net�; � HYPERLINK "http://www.ephesians-511.net" �www.ephesians-511.net� 


I received two responses from priests simply acknowledging the receipt of my email -Michael





Church sees no radical changes in sacramental roles


� HYPERLINK "http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-04-07/kochi/38345514_1_women-priests-pope-francis-catholic-church" ��http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2013-04-07/kochi/38345514_1_women-priests-pope-francis-catholic-church�


By T.S. Preetha, April 7, 2013


KOCHI: When Pope Francis I spoke about the fundamental importance of � HYPERLINK "http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Women" �women� in Catholic Church, many heard it as an indication of the impending ordination of women priests. But, Kerala's catholic churches see no radical change in the sacramental roles in near future.


While many liberal reformers of the church across the globe feel this would mean a more prominent role for women in religious affairs, there is a mixed reaction from the clergy in the state. Though the church here considers it as a significant change from what his predecessor Benedict XVI stood for, no claim is made on the possibility of women assuming a greater role as heads of parishes or dioceses.


The conventional theory floated by the Catholic Church on why woman cannot be priests is that, Jesus Christ had only women as his apostles. Though Anglican and Protestant churches have long ago accepted women into sacramental positions, a change in policy is not seen likely in the coming years for the Catholic Church.


"Though the new Pope is quite daring in his approach and has urged believers not to fear change, not many expect him to take such a bold step soon. This message does not mean that the church is going to have women priests and bishops," said Fr. Paul Thelakat, spokesperson of the Syro-Malabar Church.


He feels there would not be any drastic change soon in church affairs.


"There would be stiff opposition from the traditionalists within the church. They are not at all pleased by the Pope's unprecedented move of washing and kissing the feet of two girls during the Holy Week ceremonies," he said.


Fr. George Madathiparambil, former vicar general of the Canada diocese of the Syro-Malabar Church, also feels that, unlike what the liberalists call for, the Pope's message would not bring in a revolutionary change to the church.


"There might be an increased presence of women in church's administrative sections, like in the US, where many churches have women in charge of liturgical coordination, choirs and service activities. Other than that, there might not be any change to the Church's old norms," he said.
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� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_26-RESPONSES_TO_REVISED_EDITION_NOT_RECOMMENDED_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_26-RESPONSES_TO_REVISED_EDITION_NOT_RECOMMENDED_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc�  














NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 27-CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS STILL IN DENIAL OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR ITS ERRORS MARCH/APRIL 2015


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_27-CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_STILL_IN_DENIAL_OF_RESPONSIBILITY_FOR_ITS_ERRORS.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_27-CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_STILL_IN_DENIAL_OF_RESPONSIBILITY_FOR_ITS_ERRORS.doc� 


NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 28-2011 REVISED EDITION HAS TWO DIFFERENT ISBN NUMBERS 1/12 JULY 2016


� HYPERLINK "http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_28-2011_REVISED_EDITION_HAS_TWO_DIFFERENT_ISBN_NUMBERS.doc" �http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_28-2011_REVISED_EDITION_HAS_TWO_DIFFERENT_ISBN_NUMBERS.doc� 
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