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Noah’s Ark hoax in the Quran
Noah’s Ark Or Noah’s Steamboat?
http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/masihiyyen/noahs_ark.html 

By Masud Masihiyyen
People who are familiar with the modern techniques of Islamic propagation know that adapting some scientific discoveries to some vague verses of the Koran has been very trendy among certain Islamic commentators since the last century1. According to the inventors of the overall hypothesis that the Islamic scripture is in perfect harmony with recently discovered scientific facts, a large number of scientific and technological developments are mysteriously and miraculously found predicted in the Koran. A famous Turkish researcher named Harun Yahya gives a detailed list of all the alleged scientific miracles of the Koran on his webpage2. Another Islamic writer and researcher of Turkish origin is Haluk Nurbaki, whose similar contentions about the miraculously scientific peculiarity of the Islamic scripture are presented in his book entitled Verses From The Glorious Koran and The Facts of Science3. 

Interestingly, some of the allegations concerning the scientific miracles and accurate predictions of the Koran are not as popular as the ones put forward by writers like Yahya and Nurbaki. According to a similar theory of comparatively low popularity, the account of Noah’s ark in the Koran contains two specific verses4 that talk of a boiling oven, which predict the invention of steamboats.

(Thus it was) till, when Our commandment came to pass and the oven gushed forth water, We said: Load therein two of every kind, a pair (the male and female), and thy household, save him against whom the word hath gone forth already, and those who believe. And but a few were they who believed with him (Surah 11:40). 

Then We inspired in him, saying: Make the ship under Our eyes and Our inspiration. Then, when Our command cometh and the oven gusheth water, introduce therein of every (kind) two spouses, and thy household save him thereof against whom the Word hath already gone forth. And plead not with Me on behalf of those who have done wrong. Lo! They will be drowned (Surah 23:27).

In one of his articles about the type of Prophet Noah’s ark, Mehmet Paksu, a Turkish writer on religion and ethics, asserts that Noah’s ark was not an ark or a sailing boat: “The essentially significant thing for this ark is that it was not an ordinary sailing boat, but a steamboat that had an oven”5. While elaborating on this claim, Paksu refers to Surah 11:40 along with its interpretation by Elmalili Hamdi Yazir6, a prevalent Turkish commentator of the Koran that lived in the early days of the Turkish republic and contributed to the translation of the Islamic scripture into Turkish. After pointing to the original clause in the Koran that talks both of an oven and the act of gushing forth/boiling, Elmalili Hamdi Yazir concludes: “Now we never hesitate to figure out that the ark was actually a boat ready to move when we see that with regard to the ark the commandment to ‘embark’ it was given right when the oven boiled”7. 

In the 41st issue of a monthly magazine named Kirmizi Cizgi (Red Line) İlhami Yangin8 reiterates this new Islamic designation of Noah’s ark as a steamboat when it likens the ancient ark to the Titanic of modern times. More, the article cites Elmalili Hamdi Yazir’s comments to support the hypothesis that “The other issue on which experts reached a consensus is that the ark ran on steam”. Yazir later focuses on the definition of the Arabic word tannur in the verse as an oven by a commentator named Abu Hayyan and makes use of Hayyan’s literal translation to substantiate his theory that the ark had an oven that functioned as the engine of a steamboat. In Yazir’s view, Abu Hayyan regards the tannur as the place where the water was accumulated and this interpretation implies the presence of an oven in the ark9. 

In his booklet highlighting the affinity between the Koran and sciences Safvet Senih – another Islamic writer – walks in Elmalili Hamdi Yazir’s footsteps when he audaciously considers the ark the first model of modern steamboats and thus discovers in the Koran an implicit reference to the future construction of big ships running on steam. He bases this theory on the literal interpretation of the Arabic word tannur, which is said to be the English equivalent of the word “oven”10. 

Obviously, what instigates some Muslim commentators and theologians like Yazir to create this odd theory about Noah’s ark is solely the deliberate literal interpretation of the word “oven” that bizarrely occurs in two accounts of Noah’s ark. Yazir and others’ tendency to thematically associate the oven with the ark itself is first challenged by the fact that the Koran imparts no information about the type or peculiarities of the ark except for once when it says:

And We carried him upon a thing of planks and nails, That ran (upon the waters) in Our sight, as a reward for him who was rejected. And verily We left it as a token; but is there any that remembereth? (Surah 54:13-15)
As this only direct reference in the Koran to the form of the ark neither implicitly nor explicitly talks of an oven, the argument that the word “oven” in Surah 11:40 and 23:27 should be construed as a part or component of the ark is weakened. Furthermore, the emphasis on the wooden structure of the ark in Surah 45:13 rebuts those who take Yazir’s claim one step further by depicting Noah’s ark as a boat made of steel rather than of wood11. 

The second noteworthy piece of information that undermines Yazir’s theory is that the Koran not even once uses a different noun to highlight the supposed peculiarity of Noah’s ark. Interestingly, the Koran never distinguishes the ark from all the contemporary sea vessels of Islamic period by using either different vocabulary or grammar. The word used for Noah’s ark (FULKE in Arabic) in the Islamic scripture is identical with the word used for every sailing boat:

Then We inspired in him, saying: Make the ship under Our eyes and Our inspiration (Surah 23:27) 

Build the ship under Our eyes and by Our inspiration, and speak not unto Me on behalf of those who do wrong (Surah 11:37). 

(O mankind), your Lord is He Who driveth for you the ship upon the sea that ye may seek of His bounty. Lo! He was ever Merciful toward you (Surah 17:66). 

And of His portents are the ships, like banners on the sea (Surah 42:32).

As we said before, 40th verse of Surah 11 and 27th verse of Surah 23 are the two places in the entire Koran that identically talk of the boiling of an oven with respect to the catastrophic flood, and nowhere else is made any implicit or explicit reference to this mysterious oven. It should also be noted that in both sentences the puzzling reference to an oven is embedded into an adverbial clause:

(Thus it was) till, when Our commandment came to pass and the oven gushed forth water We said: Load therein two of every kind, a pair (the male and female), and thy household, save him against whom the word hath gone forth already, and those who believe. And but a few were they who believed with him (Surah 11:40). 

Then We inspired in him, saying: Make the ship under Our eyes and Our inspiration. Then, when Our command cometh and the oven gusheth water, introduce therein of every (kind) two spouses, and thy household save him thereof against whom the Word hath already gone forth. And plead not with Me on behalf of those who have done wrong. Lo! They will be drowned (Surah 23:27).

In order to understand whether the word “oven” in the clause “when our commandment came and the oven gushed forth water” is used in its literal sense or not, it is necessary to scrutinize the eleventh and twenty-third chapters of the Koran comparatively and deal with the problem of obscurity by relying on the internal coherence of these chapters in addition to their textual affiliation with each other. First, the linguistic analysis of the 11th and 23rd chapters of the Koran reveals that the account of the deluge in Surah 23:27 is the mere duplicate of the original account in Surah 11:40. This is not only because Surah 11 has the most organized and detailed narrative about the flood, but also because the adverbial clause “when Our commandment came to pass” occurs five times throughout the 11th chapter whilst it appears only once in the 23rd chapter. Indeed, this adverbial clause provides textual coherence in the 11th Surah by highlighting the identical tragic end that befell various sinful communities of the former messengers:

(Thus it was) till, when Our commandment came to pass and the oven gushed forth water, We said: Load therein two of every kind, a pair (the male and female), and thy household, save him against whom the word hath gone forth already, and those who believe. And but a few were they who believed with him (Surah 11:40). 

And when Our commandment came to pass We saved Hud and those who believed with him by a mercy from Us; We saved them from a harsh doom (Surah 11:58). 

So, when Our commandment came to pass, We saved Salih, and those who believed with him, by a mercy from Us, from the ignominy of that day. Lo, thy Lord! He is the Strong, the Mighty (Surah 11:66). 

So when Our commandment came to pass We overthrew (that township) and rained upon it stones of clay, one after another (Surah 11:82). 

And when Our commandment came to pass We saved Shu'eyb and those who believed with him by a mercy from Us; and the (Awful) Cry seized those who did injustice, and morning found them prostrate in their dwellings (Surah 11:94).

Obviously, the repetitive use of the clause “when our commandment came to pass” signifies the beginning of the time of divine punishment, the commandment referring to Allah’s will to castigate all communities that deny his messengers. After the clarification of the function of this recurrent clause, it can be easily understood that in Surah 11:40 (and in Surah 23:27, which is just the duplicate of this verse with slight variations in the form of the narrative) the “oven” is related to the depiction of the disastrous flood rather than to the type of Noah’s ark. When read in the same context as the divine commandment that comes to pass for the destruction of disbelievers, “the boiling of the oven” (or its gushing forth water) pertains to the symbolic representation of the flood. 

Another Koran verse is surprisingly in favor of this metaphoric signification of the word “oven” with regard to the portrayal of the catastrophic deluge:

Then opened We the gates of heaven with pouring water, and caused the earth to gush forth springs, so that the waters met for a predestined purpose (Surah 54:11-12).

This verse overtly remarks that the earth played a significant role in the cause of the flood at Noah’s time by gushing forth springs and thus collaborating with the heavy rain pouring down from the sky at Allah’s command. The idea of the personified earth’s compliance with the heavens strengthens the reasonable analogy between the land and an oven gushing forth hot waters. In an article examining the relation between earthquakes and soil liquefaction, Ellis L. Krinitzsky points to this analogy used in the Koran: “Another relation between soil liquefaction and the Flood is found in the Koran where the Flood starts when ‘water gushed forth from the oven’”12. 

Some Muslim translators and theologians dissent from Elmalili Hamdi Yazir’s literal interpretation of the word “oven” and endorse the view that the Koran verse talking of a boiling oven is thematically associated with the catastrophic incident. A different online Koran version13 translates the verses as follows:

Until when Our command came and water came forth from the valley, We said: Carry in it two of all things, a pair, and your own family -- except those against whom the word has already gone forth, and those who believe. And there believed not with him but a few (Surah 11:40). 

So We revealed to him, saying: Make the ark before Our eyes and (according to) Our revelation; and when Our command is given and the valley overflows, take into it of every kind a pair, two, and your followers, except those among them against whom the word has gone forth, and do not speak to Me in respect of those who are unjust; surely they shall be drowned (Surah 23:27).

Likewise, Ismail Hakki Izmirli, another Islamic commentator in Turkey, replaces the word “oven” with “land” while translating the 40th verse of Surah 11 (p. 227)14. 

In addition to these, those who support Yazir’s theory about the ark cannot answer why the Koran does not state that “the oven stopped boiling” when Noah and the others disembarked at the end of their voyage after the flood. Were the supposition that the boiling of the oven implies the movement of the ark be true, a new reference to the change in the functioning of the oven after the flood would become crucial.  However, such a reference can be found neither in the 11th nor 23rd Surah. 

Finally, it should be emphasized that making a symbolic use of the word “oven” in the portrayal of the flood is nothing peculiar to the Islamic scripture. Historic evidence testifies to the pre-Islamic depiction of Noah’s flood as the boiling of an oven in the traditional writings and commentaries of Judaism. According to the information in the Jewish Encyclopedia, the reference to the oven in the Islamic version of Noah’s story illustrates Talmudic influence: “The accounts in the Koran (suras xi. 42, xxiii. 27) end with the words: ‘Then our decree came [true] and the oven boiled’. This is evidently a reproduction of the Talmudical saying, ‘The generation of the Flood was judged with boiling water’” (Sanh. 108)15. Dr. G. Weil is another writer who underscores the connection between the Islamic version of the account in the Koran and the one in the Midrash Source. 

The incorporation of the Jewish traditional views and commentaries about the flood into the Koran undergo a transformation and gain a new sense in the hands of some Islamic commentators. While exposing the original sources of the Koran, Tisdall dedicates a chapter to the analysis of the Jewish and Sabian ideas and practices in the Islamic scripture and contends that Islamic ignorance of the Jewish statements about the flood in traditional writings of Judaism led some Muslims to the invention of new legends: “In Surah XI., Hud, 42, and again in Surah XXIII, Al Mu'minun, 27, we are told that in the time of Noah "the furnace boiled over." This doubtless refers to the Jewish opinion (Rosh Hashshanah xvi., § 2, and Sanhedrin cviii.) that "The generation of the Flood was punished with boiling water”. … “Probably in ignorance of this the commentary of Jalalain on Surah XI., 42, says that it was ‘a baker's oven’ that ‘boiled over’ and that this was a sign to Noah that the Flood was at hand”16. Further, in his comprehensive commentary of the Koran, E. M. Wherry gives a detailed account of the Islamic opinions concerning this legendary oven17. 

It seems that some vague phrases and expressions adopted by the authors of the Koran from non-biblical sources of Judaism turn into innovated and awkward doctrines in the mouths of some commentators who misinterpret them mostly out of ignorance. Elmalili Hamdi Yazir, one of such commentators, adds a new link to the chain of wrong and legendary inferences about the account of Noah’s flood in the Islamic scripture when he insists that “the boiling of the oven” in Surah 11:40 and 23:27 is meant to designate the ark as a steamboat. Yazir’s personal interpretation that disregards the symbolic use of the word “oven” in the Koran is meant to serve the overall Islamic argument that Islam and science are perfectly compatible. 

This tendency takes the form of a bad habit for plenty of Muslims who read the Koran without understanding the original meaning and source of some vague statements in it. The outcome of this casual or deliberate ignorance is the increase in the number of verses that allegedly possess scientific miracles or accurate historic predictions. Muslims who detach the meaning of the word “oven” from Jewish commentaries and claim that Noah’s ark was the first model of a steamboat follow exactly the same strategy as the Muslims who claim that the preservation of the Pharaoh’s body in Moses’ time was predicted in Surah 10:91-92.18 Once this strategy is recognized and demolished, the supposed miracles of the Koran instantly disappear.

Footnotes

1 This has become hugely popular since the 1970ies but this approach of trying to prove the divine origin of the Koran by finding modern scientific insights in it started already in the earlier part of the 20th century.

2 The Scientific Miracles of the Koran
3 Verses From The Glorious Koran and The Facts of Science, published by Diyanet Vakfı in Ankara, 1989.

4 For all the Islamic scriptural references in this study, unless otherwise stated, Pickthall’s English translation is used, available e.g. here
5 This quotation (translation mine) is taken from Mahmet Paksu’s article entitled “What form did prophet Noah’s ark have?” published on 3 June 2008 Tuesday at 16:03 here.

6 Elmalili Hamdi Yazir named his Turkish tafsir “Hak Dini Kur’an Dili”, which was first published between the years 1936 and 1938, four years before Yazir’s death. For further information on Yazir and his tafsir in Turkish, available here.

7 From Paksu’s same article, translation mine.
8 All the references to Ilhami Yangin’s article entitled “Prophet Noah’s ark was similar to the Titanic” come from the web version of the magazine, here, translation mine.

9 In his Turkish tafsir Hamdi Yazir writes six clauses in defense of his innovated theory about the steamboat supposedly used by Noah during the flood (source).

10 Senîh, Safvet. Kur’an ve İlimler. İzmir: Nil, 1995 p. 61 (translation mine).

11 Source (translation mine)

12 Published 28 September 2004 (source).

13 Source
14 Kur’an- i Kerim ve Turkce Anlami (Holy Koran and its Turkish meaning). Istanbul: Celtut, 1977.

15 Source
16 Source
17 Source
18 Source
Muhammad's name on a piece of wood from Noah's ark?
http://www.answering-islam.org/Hoaxes/noah1.html 

From: Marat Shafigullin 

Newsgroups: soc.religion.islam
Subject: Noah's Ark

Date: Wed Dec 11 00:43:21 EST 1996

Message-Id: 58lhlp$jf1@shellx.best.com 
Here is the message that one of my friends sent to me.  It claims that sometimes in 1950s some Russian scientists found Noah's Ark with the encryption containing name of Muhammed on it.

In my opinion, this whole story is made up, but it would be nice if somebody proved it wrong or right (just imagine the implications).

I request that people who have access to newspapers listed at the bottom check what those had to say about this weird story (UK residents would have more access than anyone else).

Marat Shafigullin.

P.S.  I am from Russia and the names listed below are not even Russian, which takes away even more credibility from the whole story.

_________________________________________________________

            Prophet Noah (PBUH) invokes Allah with Blessed Names

In July 1951, while a group of Soviet archaeologists were digging in an area in the valley of "KIEV", they discovered a scattered pieces of ancient wood, touched by the woodworm. This great discovery made them to dig deeper and deeper, till they discovered another group of stony ancient wood that were further deep in the earth. A block of wood in the shape of a square 14 knots long and 10 knots wide. What made those archaeologists puzzled most, was the unchangeable shape, the ineffectual of woodworm and it did not scatter like the other pieces of wood.

In later 1952, the investigation regarding the archeological group of ancient wood, had completed. They had concluded that the above-mentioned block of wood was part of Prophet's Noah ark. They'd observed some letters engraved which goes back to the most ancient language that ever evolved on the surface of the earth.

In 1953 the digging operations had finished and the Russian government had formed a committee of seven scientists (archeologist, linguistic), some of which are:

       1. Sawlot Naoev, professor at Moscow University.

       2. Tanmova Kourov, professor of Linguistics at Kevenzo College.

       3. De Racon, professor of Archeology at Lenin institute.

       4. Mr. Taumol Goru, Teacher, Cafezud College

       5. Major Cottor, Stalin College.

       6. Mr. M. Ahmed Colad, Zitcomen Research Association

       7. Prof. Ifa Han Kheeno, Lu Lu Han College China, and others

After eight months of research and study of that block of wood and the letters engraved upon it, they agreed that this block of wood was made of the same material which prophet Noah's ark was made of and that Prophet Noah (PBUH) had placed this block of wood in his ark for blessings and protection during his journey with his companions and family during the Flood. The letters engraved upon the block of wood were in the Semitic Language which was translated into English by the British scientist; Aief Max, professor of ancient tongues at Manchester University, England. The letters states the following:

  "Oh my God, my Helper, in Your mercy and generosity help me, and for the sake of these holy souls: Muhammed, Elia, Shoppar, Shappair, Fatimah who are all great and blessed. The Universe is there for them, help me for their names. Only you can guide us to the straight path".

Its obvious dear reader that Elia, Shoppar, Shappair are names in the Semitic language and their Arabic rendering is: Ali, Hassan, Husayn.

The mysterious and ambiguous thing which the committee couldn't explain or understand were, that it did not scatter or turn out stony like others, despite the fact that thousands of years had passed upon it.

Dear Reader: at the "Museum of Archeology", in Moscow, Russia this can be seen and observed. So many people have witnessed the piece of wood. If you happen to visit or travel to Russia, pay a visit to that place to see by your own eyes the greatness of these names. And to know that the Prophet of Islam was mentioned in the Torah and the Bible thousands of years ago.

  The translation was documented in the following newspapers:

       1. Weekly-Mirror: UK, 28/12/53

       2. Star of Britain: London, 1/54

       3. Manchester Sunlight: Manchester, 23/1/54

       4. London Weekly Mirror: 1/2/54

       5. Bathrah Najaf: Iraq, 2/2/54

       6. Al-Huda: Cairo, 31/3/54

  Source: Al-Zahra Magazine



I claim this article is a collection of incredibilities. But as somebody said: It is easier for most people to believe a big lie than a small one. 

Some problems with the report: 

In July 1951, while a group of Soviet archaeologists were digging in an area in the valley of "KIEV"... 

Both, Bible and Qur'an say that the Ark of Noah landed in Turkey, naming the place as "the mountains of Ararat" (wider area) according to the Bible or as "Mount Judi" (specific mountain in the Ararat area) according to the Qur'an. One might want to ask, how this piece of wood traveled several thousand kilometers to be deposited in the valley of Kiev... 

... especially given its size (but even if it were of reasonable size) 

... they discovered a scattered pieces of ancient wood, touched by the woodworm. This great discovery made them to dig deeper and deeper, till they discovered another group of stony ancient wood that were further deep in the earth. A block of wood in the shape of a square 14 knots long and 10 knots wide. What made those archaeologists puzzled most, was the unchangeable shape, the ineffectual of woodworm and it did not scatter like the other pieces of wood. 

Side remark: What is "unchangeable shape" supposed to mean? Does the author of this article really claim the archeologists tried to but were unable to break off a piece of it [that would have changed the shape ever so slightly]. How come they discover "a group of stony ancient wood" but then this group is suddenly in the next sentence only "a (i.e. one) block of wood"? Not "and a block" or "among which was a block". No, the rules of language demand to interpret that "a group" and "a block" are the same thing. These observations are trivial, but they show how careless this article was written. Now to the substantial problems. 

According to Webster's Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary of the English Language, 1989, a "knot" is a unit of 47 feet and 3 inches = 14.4 meters. Apart from the fact that 14 x 10 is surely not in the shape of a square, and a "block" always has 3 dimensions (length, width and height), not only two, this means we are talking about a piece of wood here that is claimed to be of the size (14 x 14.4) m x (10 x 14.4) m = 202 meters x 140 meters. I can very much sympathize and understand that those archeologists were extremely puzzled. Even if nothing is inscribed on this piece of wood, one might wonder what kind of tree this block was cut from... 

Also, according to the Torah (Bible), the Ark was (about) 134 meters long, 22 meters wide and 13 meters high (Genesis 6:15). I do wonder which piece of the Ark could be over 200 meters long then. 

It is also claimed that it is now placed in a museum (of enormous size): 

Dear Reader: at the "Museum of Archeology", in Moscow, Russia this can be seen and observed. So many people have witnessed the piece of wood. If you happen to visit or travel to Russia, pay a visit to that place to see by your own eyes the greatness of these names. And to know that the Prophet of Islam was mentioned in the Torah and the Bible thousands of years ago. 

The claim that "many have seen it" is a nice try to give more credibility to these outrageous inventions, but note: The writer does not say that he himself has seen it! Why do we have no eyewitness report on this fantastic piece of wood? 

Even if this piece of wood were to exist, and such names were to be found on it, whether Muhammad's name is in the Torah has nothing to do with it. And Muhammad's name is surely not in the Torah - no Muslim has been able to show that to me so far. Please give a reference. Also, the Torah is part of the Bible and the expression "Torah and Bible" shows the ignorance of even this elementary fact. 

Given the accuracy of the report so far, I would not be surprised to find that there is not even any "Museum of Archeology" in Moscow. 

In later 1952, the investigation regarding the archeological group of ancient wood, had completed. They had concluded that the above-mentioned block of wood was part of Prophet's Noah ark. They'd observed some letters engraved which goes back to the most ancient language that ever evolved on the surface of the earth. 
... After eight months of research and study of that block of wood and the letters engraved upon it, they agreed that this block of wood was made of the same material which prophet Noah's ark was made of and that Prophet Noah (PBUH) had placed this block of wood in his ark for blessings and protection during his journey with his companions and family during the Flood. 
Although, there are repeatedly rumors that Noah's Ark has been found, the latest (?) of those rumors dating at least March 1995 (Why have we not heard more since then? It is nearly two years now. IF there were something to it, I am convinced there would be more news about it!) there is certainly no research on the material on the Ark available even today much less in 1952. If then, it is not known what material the Ark consisted of, since the Ark had not been discovered yet, how same material which Noah's ark was made of ... and also, how these archeologists imagined Noah "placing" this neat little tablet anywhere, especially inside an ark of much smaller size. Furthermore, Noah certainly wasn't given to superstition, but instead placing his faith in God and not in amulets for protection. 

It is also quite a riddle how the most ancient language on the surface of the earth could have been evolved ... since if it has evolved from something, then this something for sure is older than what it evolved into. Also, neither the Bible nor the Qur'an supports the atheistic notion of evolution. And whether believer or unbeliever, no serious scientist would ever dare say that something, whether artefact or language, is the oldest in absolute terms as claimed above. 



Sorry for tearing apart this 'nice story'. But even if there is a true kernel behind it, it is not well researched. Maybe the size of the piece of wood was wrongly stated? Maybe "centimeter" instead of "knot" was intended? Let us assume it has a reasonable size. I nevertheless would believe this story to be completely made up, but if you want me or anybody to believe this story, then please give the address of the museum that shows this piece of wood and also a reference to this in an archeology journal. I think that is a reasonable requirement, and if it is true, this should not pose any difficulty. 

This critique created a response. Here comes Part 2 trying to save the story. 

Part 2

http://www.answering-islam.org/Hoaxes/noah2.html 
The questions raised in regard to the plate with Muhammad's name did provoke response. Here are further versions of the story. My questions and finally the proof that this is a hoax will be at the end of this page. 
Date: Wed, 18 Dec 1996 01:22:25 -0800

From: navali@cadvision.com
AN IMPORTANT CORRECTION IS IN ORDER:

Thanks for bringing my attention to the above. It is now clear that the author of 'Prophet Noah (PBUH) invokes Allah with Blessed Names' from which you have quoted your data, has certainly made a slight but inadvertent mistake in his facts.

The original source - a pamphlet namely, *ELIA* - "Moarife Islam" [not in English] - published in December 1961, by Hakeem Syed Mahmood Gilani, the then professor at Osmania University, India, speaks about 2 different findings therein including:

1.
Krishna's prayer to God through Ahli - [Ali], as per a Hindu magazine - 1931.

2.
His findings from some Hebrew sources re: one of the Psalms of David which clearly mentioned Aillee [Ali], his epithet Hadar [sic] - Lion, and the Kaaba. This, we are told was in the custody of the Bishop of Damascus. [These words are my transliteration from the original].

3.
And the Song of Solomon - which refers mainly to Muhammad, etc. 

This is now common knowledge as you know. In fact, I can share something with you in this regard or direct you to a source or two on the internet re: the same.

He also speaks about a 'Silver Plate of Solomon' pp. 9-17 - which was found by an army unit under the command of Major A. N. Grandel in 1916, with almost identical inscription as well as the plaque under question. 

On page 18 of this pamphlet he asserts, 'They also found a long RECTANGULAR [not square as mentioned by the other source], wooden plate. 

The experts were surprised to observe that this particular plate admeasuring __ 14" x 10" __ [CLEARLY MARKED IN INCHES NOT knots], was in far better condition........'

The other details seem to be okay. By the way, in 1993, whilst in Karachi, Pakistan for the first time ever, I met with a personal friend [and translator of 'Elia - Moarife Islam' into Urdu] of the said writer and he apparently convinced me of these findings. I first learnt about the matter under discussion from a different source altogether a couple of years before that. Meaning; this was/is common knowledge in India and Pakistan. 

Regards, 

Navali



Even though the above gives a better version on the size of the plate, the above is mainly adding further claims instead of giving any evidence for the claim put forward on the supposed tablet of Noah's Ark. But adding other fantastic claims each of which has no evidence to show for its veracity does nothing to strengthen the case. In the contrary. It only shows that this was only one among many incredible claims and that the source of this becomes even more dubious. 

Even though we are presented with a number of further independent claims, for the time being, let us stick to the wooden plate with the name of Muhammad and supposedly originating from Noah's Ark. The truth of this claim is independent from all the other claims. 

For all of these claims I would like to see some evidence before they become credible for me. 
Evidence means: 

Where can these findings be seen today? 

Which scholarly journal are they documented in? 

Does this above pamphlet give any reference for its claims? If not, even if better written and thought out, it does not have much credibility. Is it a more clever rumor than the other version, or is there factual evidence for it? 

And Navali again: "I have just e-mailed you Boom's posting for verification purposes. So that makes 2 independent sources in this case." 
Whether they are independent is another question. 



Date: 1996/11/11

Sender: usenet@rci.ripco.com (Net News Admin) X-Nntp-Posting-Host: lawson.ripco.com 
Organization: Ripco, Chicago's Oldest Online Information Service

X-Ident-Sender: boom

Newsgroups: alt.religion.islam
THE SACRED WOODEN PLATE

The Sacred wooden plate was hanging in Noah's (A.S.) ark.  It contains the five Vicegerent; Mohammed, Ali, Fatima, Hassan, Hussain, (A.S.). Noah pleaded to them for help during the great flood.

It is written in the ancient sasmaani language.  It is read from right to left.

DOCUMENTARY ON THE WOODEN PLATE FOUND IN NOAH'S ARCH

During the month of July, 1951 a team of Russian experts, were surveying the Valley of Kaat.  Perhaps they were busy in finding out a new mine.  They noticed a few pieces of rotten woods at a place.  The group officer started digging the place.  To his surprise he found heaps of woods pressed there under the earth.   Experts by observing a few layers speculated that these woods are extraordinary and possess obscure mystery.  They excavated the place with deep interest.  They found quite a good amount of woods and many other things.  They also found a long rectangular wooden plate.  The experts were surprised to observe that this particular place admeasuring 14" x 10", was in far better condition among other woods which were on the verge of decomposition, due to aging.  After investigation at the end of 1952, experts came to the conclusion that this particular place belonged to the Noah Arch which had rested on the peak of Mount Calff (Judy).  

And the plate on which a few words of some ancient language were inscribed, was fixed on the Arch. 

After it was proved that the woods found in the excavation are that of the Noah's Arch, the curiosity as to what is written on the wooden plate was aroused.  A board of experts was appointed by the Russian Government under its Research Department to investigate the language of the wooden plate.  The Board started its work from the 27the February, 1953.  Following were the members of this board:

1. Prof. Solomon, Moscow University

2. Prof. Ifa Han Kheeno, Lu Lu Han College China

3. Mr. Mishaou Lu Farug, Officer I/c fossils.

4. Mr. Taumol Goru, Teacher, Cafezud College.

5. Prof. De Paka, Lenin Institute.

6. Mr. M. Ahmad Colad, Zitcomen Research Association

7. Major Cottor, Stalin College.

So these seven experts after eight months of research came to the conclusion that this plate was of the woods used in making Noah Arch and that the Prophet Noah (pbuh) had put this plate on his Arch for the safety of the Arch and for receiving favor of Allah (SWT).

In the center of the plate, there is a drawing of palm shape on which some words of ancient Saamaani language are written.

Mr. N.F. Max, Expert, Ancient Languages, Britain (Manchester), has translated the words written on the wooden plate, in English as follows:

"O My God, my helper

Keep my hand with mercy,

and with your Holy Bodies.

Mohamed, Alia, Shabbar, Shabbir, Fatma

They are the Biggests and Honourable.

The world Established for them

Help me by their names

You can return to Right."

People were surprised to learn these writing.  They were surprised as to how this particular plate after centuries of exposition to nature did not decompose and maintained its form.  The plate is still preserved at the Centre of Fossils Research, Moscow, Russia.

If you ever have a chance to visit the Soviet Union, you would be able to see the actual plate, and it will increase your faith in Ahel-al-Biet.

The translation was documented in the following newspapers:

1. Weekly - Mirror:  U.K., Dec. 28, 1953

2. Star of Britain:  London, Jan., 1954

3. Manchester Sunlight:  Manchester, Jan 23, 1954

4. London Weekly Mirror:  Feb. 1, 1954

5. Bathrah Najaf:  Iraq, Feb. 2, 1954

6. Al-Huda:  Cairo, March 31, 1954

NOTE:  This document was originally written by Dr. Alamdar H. Bader D.D.S.

Taken from the book: Ellia - light, knowledge, and truth; by Sheikh Ghayas 

Uddin - honorary editor, Lahore, 10/7/69 and by Hakeen Sayed Mahmood Gailaini.



Now, these two version about the same story do have quite a number of inconsistencies. Here my list: 

Notable differences in the stories:

Version 1/                                 Version 2
Valley of Kiev/                          Valley of Kaat (without explanation where that is supposed to be).

Soviet archeologists are digging/ Russian "experts" (what sort of experts?) supposedly looking for a new MINE                                       [i.e. metals or minerals, certainly not the same as archeological interest.]

Scattered pieces of ANCIENT wood/ Few pieces of rotten wood - certainly no reason to start digging. One can find                                           pieces of rotting wood just about everywhere

Finding a group of stony (petrified) woods [a group = some, but not large amounts in my language]/ Heaps of woods (no mention of petrified)

Finding:      a BLOCK/                      A LONG rectangular PLATE

14 knots x 10 knots (202 m x 140 m)        14" x 10" (36 cm x 25 cm)  

absolutely impossible measurements         certainly not "long" for a wooden plate.

Somehow in both stories the "experts" come to the conclusion that the plate/block came from Noah's Ark, but none gives          any reason on HOW they came to this conclusion. I am surely interested in the process of reasoning of this conclusion.     

After all, it doesn't say they found the name Noah on it or another sort of signature. This is for sure the most crucial      question in the whole issue. Should the plate date from 900 A.D., then the whole miracle evaporates into nothing.

                                            This story takes into account that the ark was supposed to have landed                                           on Mount Judi - but I am still interested in the distance between Mount Judi and valley Kaaf.

Words in THE oldest language/                SOME ancient language

The lists of the seven members of the research committee differ

Taumol Goru                                 Taumol Goru

Major Cottor                                  Major Cottor

M. Ahmad Colad                            M. Ahmad Colad

Ifa Han Kheeno                             Ifa Han Kheeno

are the four names in common but three of the names are different even though the reports agree to both list seven names.

Given the political situation at the time it also is rather unlikely that Russia will enlist a Chinese scholar for investigating                  a potentially such spectacular find. 

The names that are different:

Sawlot Naoev, professor at                  Prof. Solomon, Moscow University

   Moscow University.                          same institute, different name

Tanmova Kourov, professor of             Mr. Mishaou Lu Farug, Officer 

   Linguistics at Kevenzo College.          I/c fossils. (whatever that means)

                                                        also: Mishaou Lu sounds Chinese, but Farug definitely is not. Very strange.

De Racon, professor of Archeology        Prof. De Paka, Lenin Institute

   at Lenin institute.                             'P' in Roman letters looks like the Russian 'R' which could explain the                                             change in name, but also suggests incompetence or at least carelessness of the writer.

Agreement on 8 month of research and the conclusion that it was from Noah's ark [still no reason given for this conclusion]

Text engraved/                                    text written on it

No palm shaped drawing mentioned/     palm shaped drawing

Semitic language/                                Saamaani language (never heard of this language before                                           (and why would this be the language of Noah?)

Translator: Aief Max/                            N. F. Max

(Aief: certainly a strange name!)

Shoppar and Shappair                         Shabbar and Shabbir - no claim on equivalence to the Shia Saints
= Hassan & Husayn                             

certainly not obvious, especially              

since they are already in a semitic 

language. One would not expect such

strong differences. Especially since

"Muhammed" seems to be the same.

Supposed place where it can be seen:

"Museum of Archeology"                     Centre of Fossils Research

in Moscow, Russia/                             Moscow, Russia

Similar, but certainly not the same name.

(Museum or research center?)

(archeology - which is about things up to maybe 10,000 years ago, dealing with traces of human history etc.  )

(fossils are things of pre-history, and much, much older.)



But again, the most basic question is this: If it were a true story, this is for sure an incredible find, which surely would have been documented in a scholarly archeology journal. Why are there NO references which can be checked out in this regard? 

And why are all reports without a mention that the writer actually knows anybody who has seen the plate? This is very suspicious. My invitation to bring true evidence stands. And the Qur'an says it well: "Bring your proof if you are truthful." Nothing of the proof department has been brought forward so far. 

The version 2 is in general far better written, it looks more thorough and hence more "credible". The author is more competent than the one who wrote version 1, but the lack of hard evidence is the same in both. It clearly is based on the same source though - and not 'independent evidence'. 



Now finally let us look at the hard evidence in regard to this hoax. 

Facts on the newspapers which are supposedly "documenting" this case. Friends living in Manchester found out... 

There is no record of the "Manchester Sunlight" ever existing, according to the Central Reference Library and according to the Manchester Evening News (the major Manchester newspaper) which takes care of reference 3. 

Furthermore, there was no "Professor N.F. Max at the University of Manchester" at the time of the early 50ies. (The other version claimed this). Just the claim about N.F. Max in Manchester (outside the university) is very hard to verify without any further information. The duty for evidence is on those who make these claims. Please give a citation of at least one paper written by this "specialist" to establish even so much as his existence. 

And news from London: I think another hoax may have just been "cracked". I went to the Colindale HQ of the British Library Newspapers Collection. You remember those newspapers which were listed at the bottom of the "original" Noah article - Weekly Mirror, Star of Britain, Manchester Sunlight, (London) Weekly Mirror (the same as the first) and Bathrah Najaf (Iraq) and Al-Huda (Cairo)? Well, I checked in the "Newspaper Press Directory" for the years mentioned - 1953-4 - a very thick book produced annually and listing every newspaper published in the UK and almost all others in the world - and NOT ONE of the papers was listed - i.e. they were all non-existent!!!! 

Then I checked the British Library newspaper catalogue, and just one - the (London) Weekly Mirror was listed, so I requested to be shown the 1953 - 1954 editions. Guess what. The dates did not correspond - it was published on December 26 (not 28) 1953 and 6 February (not 1) 1954. But that's not the best. It was a "ghost" newspaper, never actually distributed! What I mean is - the title "Weekly Mirror" (London) was the title of a long-since defunct paper which for copyright reasons and to prevent anyone else taking over the title the publishers, Mirror Group, produced once a week, a single page with the title "Weekly Mirror", date and a couple of paragraphs of rubbish just to keep the title in their possession. So almost certainly all those references are bogus. 

There is a remote chance that the others were newsletters, never widely circulated or registered with the British Library, but if so, why did the article appear in such spurious sources, which it would be impossible in 1997 to verify or authenticate? Why did it never reach a more "mainstream" paper? And the fact that one paper, Weekly Mirror did exist but the references were bogus makes me very suspicious that the others have any integrity at all. 

I think we have done all that is possible from our side to find if these reports are true. Anyone who continues to claim the truths of these stories has first to show something about the existence and whereabouts of these fictional papers. Or, better, to produce the plate (address of the Museum, number of the exhibition item, photograph of the plate...) 
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WHY ARE SO MANY PEOPLE EMBRACING ISLAM? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_ARE_SO_MANY_PEOPLE_EMBRACING_ISLAM.doc
WHY DID MUHAMMAD ATTEMPT SUICIDE?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_DID_MUHAMMAD_ATTEMPT_SUICIDE.doc
WHY DO MUSLIMS CALL JESUS ISSA? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_DO_MUSLIMS_CALL_JESUS_ISSA.doc
WHY DO MUSLIMS HATE CHRISTIANS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_DO_MUSLIMS_HATE_CHRISTIANS.doc
WHY I AM A CHRISTIAN AND NOT A MUSLIM

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_I_AM_A_CHRISTIAN_AND_NOT_A_MUSLIM.doc 
WHY I AM NOT A MUSLIM-MY QUESTIONS TO MUSLIMS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_I_AM_NOT_A_MUSLIM-MY_QUESTIONS_TO_MUSLIMS.doc 
WHY ISLAM DENIES CHRISTS DEATH ON THE CROSS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_ISLAM_DENIES_CHRISTS_DEATH_ON_THE_CROSS.doc 
WHY ISLAM TODAY SHUTS DOWN FREEDOM OF RELIGION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_ISLAM_TODAY_SHUTS_DOWN_FREEDOM_OF_RELIGION.doc
WHY THE ELECTION OF POPE FRANCIS MADE MAGDI ALLAM DECIDE TO LEAVE THE CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_THE_ELECTION_OF_POPE_FRANCIS_MADE_MAGDI_ALLAM_DECIDE_TO_LEAVE_THE_CHURCH.doc
WIFE-BEATING IN ISLAM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WIFE-BEATING_IN_ISLAM.doc
WIFE-BEATING IN ISLAM 02 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WIFE-BEATING_IN_ISLAM_02.doc
WIFE-BEATING-A REBUTTAL OF JAMAL BADAWI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WIFE-BEATING-A_REBUTTAL_OF_JAMAL_BADAWI.doc
WOMEN IN ISLAM 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WOMEN_IN_ISLAM.doc
WOMEN IN THE KORAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WOMEN_IN_THE_KORAN.doc
+over 200 testimonies of Muslims converting to Jesus Christ at
http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.htm
