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Numerology
By Dr. John Ankerberg and Dr. John Weldon

Numerology – Introduction

https://www.jashow.org/articles/new-age/divination/numerology-introduction/
Numerology is another modern method of divination, one that attempts to discern the occult significance of numbers. It too is a popular form of entertainment. Like palmistry, numerology is thousands of years old and strongly associated with the occult. The practice of using tarot cards and the cabala are rooted in numerology, and astrology also bears a relationship. As with other forms of divination, there are two principal aspects: 1) character assessment and 2) divining or predicting the future. 

Numerologists claim they cannot only help people to understand themselves better, but that they must also help them to make important decisions in all areas of life. Numerolo​gists claim to offer the following information or advice: choosing the correct marriage part​ner, vocation, city, or house in which to live; individual “compatibility” with the products one uses; understanding one’s mate and friends better; when to buy property or invest in a business; the best days to take a trip, apply for a new job, start a new venture, have sur​gery, and so on.[1] Practitioners also allege that numerology can advise clients about what to do or not to do in any given year. It even claims to be able to evaluate the condition of future nations by their birth dates, as well as many other things. “Numerology is applicable to the most minute personal problems of human life or to gigantic moves in the theatre of international politics.”[2] For example: 

The day you were born certain powers were bestowed upon you that will be with you your whole life long, since this date is unalterable, its personal vibrations shape every event or incident in your life span…. From the first day of your life to your last, you are governed by the destiny bestowed upon you according to the date of your birth. The numerological value of this birthdate will reveal to you the path of your destiny and suggest the line of personal development to help you attain all you wish from life.[3] 

False Claims
Like practitioners in other divinatory fields, numerologists may claim that their profession does not involve the occult. Main advocates insist that numerology is merely “a science of the numbers of life.” One leading practitioner states, “Numerology is not fortune-telling, it is instead, a way to understanding through knowledge of numbers.”[4] Another encourages readers “not [to] fall into the trap of looking at Numerology as a fortune-telling device. It is not.”[5] And, “This is not a matter of fortune-telling, it’s plain mathematics revealed in the correlation of human factors to their cosmic pulse-beat as pictured in numbers.”[6] 

Despite such claims, most numerologists will admit, when pressed, they are engaging in fortune-telling and divination. A fortune-teller is defined in the Oxford American Dictionary as “a person who claims to foretell future events in people’s lives.” Thus, as one practitio​ner writes, “My system of foretelling the future is based on the esoteric meaning behind numbers, and not on speculation. There is no element of good or bad luck involved, for my calculations are derived from your entire birthpath which, like nature, is immutable and unchangeable. The key to these predictions is found in the ancient Tarot pack of cards.”[7] Another advocate states that numerology can bring clients “fame and fortune,” Tully, p. 14, and that numerology in general routinely attempts to determine “the path each year will take.”[8] And if numerology isn’t fortune-telling and divination, why do numerologists boast about their record of accurate predictions? “I can honestly state that an overwhelming percentage of forecasts I’ve made have come true. That applies not only to cases in which I have ana​lyzed the number scopes of individuals but also to predictions on current events which have found their way into print.”[9] Or consider the following statement by a professional numer​ologist who is also a member of several occult societies and has written newspaper col​umns on numerology: 

I have dedicated my life via numerology to discovering the destiny of man. There is no great secret to this destiny. It is revealed in Astrology, Numerology, the Palm of the Hand, the Tarot Deck…. Over the years I personally have worked on over 10,000 charts of living people. … In all cases the lives of the individuals whose charts I worked on went exactly as plotted by the numbers.[10] 

In essence, numerologists realize they are engaging in fortune-telling and divination, but often they don’t admit it because of the bad reputation of such practices. 
However, numerology, like other forms of divination, sometimes provides accurate pre​dictions, but such success does not arise from numerology itself but from spiritistic influ​ences.[11] Despite claims to the contrary, no practitioner has ever demonstrated 100 percent accuracy. To be generous, like diviners in general, numerologists usually fall into the lower quadrant of successes. 
Nature
How does numerology claim to work? Theories differ considerably, but in one form or another, it claims that our nature and future can be symbolically “reduced” to numbers, and that a proper interpretation of those numbers will reveal almost anything that needs to be known. Two basic principles include the idea that numbers are clues to the underlying structure and nature of the universe and that the name of a thing contains the essence of its being, so that once a person’s name is reduced to its number, the truth about that per​son can supposedly be revealed: 

At its popular level numerology is an entertaining and comparatively simple method of analysing character and predicting the future, in broad and vague terms at least. At a deeper level it is claimed to be one of the major keys to an understanding of the true nature of the universe and it plays an important part in magic and occultism. Like other systems of divination, it finds order and regularity behind the bewildering multiplicity of phenomena and the confusing muddle of events and influences that confront us in the world outside us and in ourselves.[12] 

There are two basic systems for reducing a person’s name to numbers, so that charac​ter and destiny can be “read” and foretold. One system is where the numbers from 1 to 9 are written down with the letters of the alphabet written underneath in their normal order: A is 1, B is 2, C is 5, and so on through I is 9, and then J becomes 1, K becomes 2, L be​comes 3, etc. A different system uses only the numbers from 1 to 8 but does not list the letters in their usual order because it uses the Hebrew alphabet. This often gives a different letter-number equivalent. Thus H is 5, I is 1, F is 8. There are also lesser systems that differ from these two primary systems. And in any system, the zero is always discarded. 

Four key numbers used by numerologists are termed “heart,” “personality,” “birth,” and “personal year.” The “heart” number supposedly reveals the inner self or “heart,” the person as she really is. The “personality” number reveals a person’s outer self, the self she projects. The “birth” number supposedly indicates destiny, and the “personal year” number tells what a specific year will be like. 

In all of this, practitioners claim that numerology can be 100 percent accurate, and that there is nothing “false or misleading” about the practice.[13] Numerology, however, is ex​tremely complex, and since differing systems give differing results, the problems of subjec​tivism found in all forms of divination are applicable to numerology as well. 
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Numerology – Critique

https://www.jashow.org/articles/new-age/divination/numerology-critique/
In the material that follows, we will cite seven reasons why we think numerology is a waste of time. First, each of the basic numbers, 1-9, has been assigned a list of key per​sonality characteristics, much like the astrological houses. But do such lists, as supplied in different numerological texts, always agree? No, they don’t agree.[1] This means, for ex​ample, that the number 2 may be given different characteristics in different texts. Thus, since the “meaning” of the numbers is not uniform, the client may receive conflicting read​ings from different numerologists. 

Second, critical tests of numerology have failed to confirm its predictive ability. For ex​ample, in numerology the name a person is given at birth and the name by which a person may now be known, or prefers to be called, may have different meanings. The “birth name” in numerology supposedly describes one’s destiny, and the name one chooses to use expresses current personality characteristics. But one study of preferred names indicated that the numerological description given was not equivalent to individual’s personal self-assessment: “Overall, the results do not leave one with the impression that numerological descriptions for preferred names compare well with the self-perceptions we hold for our personalities.”[2] 
Third, there are a host of different interpretations and approaches, revealing that numer​ology is ruled by subjectivism. As in astrology, ancient, medieval, and modern numerology promoters do not have consistent systems, nor do they interpret every indicator in the same manner.[3] 
We have already seen that different numbers may be used for different letters, and this gives different results. Thus the key number for a given name may be either 1 or 4, with each carrying vastly different interpretations. People with the number 1 are said to be powerful individuals having dominating personalities leading to success, while people with the number of 4 are likely to encounter “failure, poverty and general gloom” [4]: 

One of the problems about analysing yourself numerologically is the fact that your name and birthdate may yield so many different numbers. It is difficult to know how to weigh and combine the varying results and how to exclude the elements of wishful thinking or, with historical figures, of hindsight. And the language of numerologists, like that of astrologers… is generally vague and woolly, so that with ingenuity almost anyone’s character can be fitted into any given number.[5] 

In addition, some numerologists use “master numbers” that go beyond 9, such as 11, 22, and 33 rather than the common practice of reducing them to their single digits of 2 (1+1), 4 (2+2), and 6 (3+3).[6] Others reject this approach. Because of the complexity, frank practitio​ners will confess the confusion, although the particular method they choose always seems to be claimed as the best or most accurate. Not surprisingly, matters deteriorate rapidly when one incorporates additional systems of divination into numerology practice, such as cabalism or astrology. One numerologist refers to: 

… the blatant discrepancies that are constantly cropping up in astro-numerology when assigning number influences to planetary rays and vice versa. Disconcerting contradictions appear in textbooks which necessarily lead the sincere student along the path of confusion…. [N]umerology experts know their numbers but are either completely ignorant of astrological fundamentals or know little about them…. Then, too, numbers have many meanings. Take their symbolical interpretation when evaluating human character and human destiny. This differs from their religious significance or their ritualistic one as in the light of Cabalistic teachings and the hermetic schools of transcendental magic. One cannot expect these versions to agree with the numerical influences as expounded in this volume…. In order to bring system into this confused state of learning, we have exchanged our findings with top professional astrologers, and have succeeded in coming up with a theory we feel is both logical and practical.[7] 

In other words, after agreeing that “astro-numerology” is a mess, the author merely adds one more contradictory system to the picture: his own personal invention. Thus, this same author assigns the following “planets” the following numbers: 

	Sun = 1 
	Moon = 2 
	Mercury = 3 
	Earth = 4 

	Mars = 5 
	Venus = 6 
	Saturn = 7 
	Jupiter = 8 

	Vulcan = 9 
	Uranus = 11 
	Neptune = 22 
	Pluto =13 


It does seem to bother him that no planet “Vulcan” exists. He explains that no one can see Vulcan because “it is invisible even through a telescope, even when it passes over the disk of the sun. But humans can nevertheless feel its influence, for it races around the sun in about 6 weeks. Therefore if you feel out of sorts one Blue Monday, and you don’t know what accounts for it, blame it all on Vulcan.”[8] 

Another noted numerologist contradicts the preceding by giving the following contrary correspondences between planets and numbers: 

	Sun = 1 
	Moon = 2 
	Jupiter = 3 
	Earth = 4 

	Mercury = 5 
	Venus = 6 
	Neptune = 7 
	Saturn = 8 

	Mars = 9 
	Pluto = 11 
	Uranus = 22 
	


In this second list, no less than seven of the planets have completely different numbers assigned to them when compared to the previous list. The author of this list confesses, “There are some professionals who will take exception to a few of the above planetary assignments, but that is neither here nor there. In the last several books I have read, no two have agreed. It is my considered opinion that the above is the most correct interpreta​tion possible.”[9] Again, the individual numerologist only assumes his particular system is the best. Like divination in general, numerology is filled with arbitrariness and subjectivism.[10] 

The subjective aspects inherent in interpreting numerological charts are little different from those found in the astrological charts that we detailed in Astrology: Do the Heavens Rule Our Destiny?[11] In one instance, exhaustive instructions are given for gaining a “com​plete interpretation on any individual chart,” and these details take up an entire chapter of instructions. For example, “In the short range forecast, the letters pertaining that period from the excursion should be used. The Personal Year, Universal Year, Year Pinnacles, Year Challenge, Periodicity, Monthly Cycles, Personal Month, Universal Month, Month Pinnacles, Month Challenges, must all be considered. If the forecast is to be tightened up even further, the day vibrations must be studied.”[12] 

Leaving aside the delicate issue of studying and interpreting the “day vibrations,” would numerologists in general agree with the above citation, let alone all the detailed instructions in the entire chapter? Not at all. Although this author refers to taking the reader “deep into the exact science of numerology,” he also confesses that “many of these interpretations are the author’s own, developed through much hard work and long periods of studying many charts. A few of the charts employed in this book concerning forecasting are the author’s creation.”[13] 

This numerologist of more than 25 years also confesses, “Volumes concerning numbers are usually full of misinformation, the majority basing their study upon superstition,” and the “science of numerology must now be freed from the chicanery that has surrounded it for centuries.”[14] Yet this same writer claims that without the unique knowledge he supplies in his book, “the understanding of numerology is incomplete.” 
Of course, with such knowledge a person “will have at their disposal the knowledge of all life, past, present and future. The knowledge of the destinies of empires, corporations, individuals.”[15] Another numerologist says, “To my knowledge, no one has ever presented this scientific system of predictions to the public. It represents over 25 years of experience and hard work on my part, gained through observation, trial and error, and research.”[16] But her “scientific system of predic​tions” not only fails, it is also contrary to other systems. 
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Numerology – Changing One’s Destiny

https://www.jashow.org/articles/new-age/divination/numerology-changing-ones-destiny/
The fourth reason we think numerology is a waste of time is because numerologists make the astonishing claim that one can actually change one’s destiny merely by changing one’s name! By doing this the person can allegedly find a happy marriage, economic secu​rity, vocational success, and so on.[1] But if this were true, then everyone in the world should be able to easily mold their destiny into the most fulfilling and positive future imaginable. Since all numerologists who know this secret have presumably already done this, one need only study the lives of numerologists to see whether this claim is true. Numerologists every​where should live lives far different from the majority of the human race. But obviously there is no evidence at all for such a conclusion. 

Indeed, if numerologists can’t even get their own numbers aligned or their predictions right, how do we have any assurance they can help us get our lives right? To illustrate only one example of a false prediction, Vincent Lopez, the author of a 1961 text reprinted in 1969, stated, “Regarding [the 1968] Russian aggression: Russia will not stop with the Czechoslovak situation. Her next move will be into West Germany.”[2] 

Fifth, numerologists also have serious philosophical problems. They claim that one’s destiny is determined by numbers, but also that one’s destiny can be altered. And numerol​ogy, like other forms of divination, does not finally believe in chance. Again, if it did, it could not logically claim to predict the future with great accuracy. Upon what basis is one’s name likely to be a reliable index to one’s character or future if it was acquired entirely by chance? Numerologists cite various reasons alleging why one’s name is not a “chance” event (determined solely by one’s parents), but such arguments are not convincing. To claim the universe is intelligent and ordains one’s name in harmony with the “cosmic plan” says nothing, since numerologists have never told us what the cosmic plan is. 

In addition, who decided that such and such a number means this or that? Why is the number 4 unlucky and “earthly”? What does it mean to be “earthly”? Who assigned this meaning or the range of its implications? Why does number 7 refer to withdrawal from the world, or why should it be considered particularly powerful in magical practice? On what logical basis should anyone accept the number interpretations? 

Also, what does one do with the differences in one’s own name? For example, the num​ber of the name William F. Meredith is 3, but the number of William Francis Meredith is 9, and the number of Bill Meredith is 4; yet all these names refer to the same person.[3] So is his name number 3, 4, or 9? Why should it be one number rather than another when their meaning is the same? What about nicknames? Who infallibly determined their signifi​cance? What about a woman’s maiden name? If her maiden name shows her character before she is married, and if her married name reveals how her marriage has affected her and changed her character and destiny after she is married, what happens at divorce and how do we know? 
And what happened to the cosmic plan that infallibly assigned her birth name as a reliable interpreter? How does it take into account divorce or a voluntary change of name? Does a divorce and returning to one’s maiden name cause one to revert to previous personality and destiny? The answers numerologists give to such queries are not convincing. 

Sixth, numerological literature is replete with inaccuracies and absurdities. For example, “Jesus Christ utilized numerology in his teachings, even changing the original names of his disciples to match the numerical vibrations of the mission he wished them to undertake.”[4] 
Even the numbers of cities and one’s address may affect destiny: “Cities and states have their own desires or demands…. Does the city or locality to which I am moving have any of my numbers—destiny, birthpath, soul’s urge, or power number? It will be much easier to make a change if you understand it’s [the city’s] desires and needs…. New York [city] wants inspirational people [the number 11] with ideas [11], who can face the public or limelight and be superior.”[5] 

Even one’s home address is said to be important, its numerical significance dictating the “kind” of home it will be. 

The Occult and Other Hazards
A last objection to numerology is its strong association to other occult practices. Indeed, most forms of divination are cross-pollinated by other forms. In numerology we especially find astrology, the cabala, and the tarot to be influential. In almost every book on numerol​ogy we read, astrology, cabalism, and the tarot were included as important elements.[6] 

The more involved one becomes in the world of the occult, the greater the risk to one’s overall health.[7] Like all forms of occult divination, numerology leads to bondage to present circumstances and a fear of the future. Numerologists are known to “hurl dire judgment at the 4-afflicted person by proclaiming want, failure, death in a poor house, or a sanitarium for him.”[8] Whereas, “if your number is 6, you should try to deal with important matters or decisions only on days which add to 6. You should also live in a house whose number is 6 and a street whose name adds to 6.”[9] 

Here, of course, we may encounter self-fulfilling prophecies, something found in occult divination in general. In one example, “Every single element on this chart called for finish, destruction, ruin.”[10] What then is the hapless individual who trusts in the cosmic power and wisdom of numbers to do? And what about the predictions of death? In numerology, “Death can be picked out of the [cabalistic] triangles and lines. This does not [necessarily] mean the death of the person involved but could be the death of a person close to the subject…. There is no major occurrence that will happen in any life that is not shown on a Kabala.”[11] 

In fact, whether numerologists seek to reveal only the good indicators in a chart or to supply both good and bad indicators, practitioners fail them regardless. Since all forms of divination, by definition, must predict both the good and the bad, numerologists who fail to read the negative elements of a chart and only read the positive elements are not being true to numerology as a whole. After all, the numbers are supposed to reveal the clients’ whole future, so he may employ all available knowledge to his advantage. On the other hand, those who do read the negative elements in their client’s lives produce a variety of problems. These include fear and bondage to various predictions and fate, self-fulfilling prophecies, and unwise decisions based solely on information “forecast” by the numbers.[12] 

In conclusion, numerologists may claim that “all of life is controlled by numbers,” [13] but no numerologist can deny that numbers extracted from one’s name (or other sources) can produce great confusion or contradiction. Even in the best scenario, this leaves the practi​tioner at the mercy of subjectivism; in the worst scenario, at the mercy of demonic powers. 
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Dr. John Ankerberg is founder and president of The John Ankerberg Show, the most-watched Christian worldview show in America. His television and radio programs are broadcast into 106 million American homes and are available in more than 200 nations in 12 languages. Author, co-author, or contributor of 158 books and study guides in 20 languages, his writings have sold more than 3 million copies and reach millions of readers each year online.
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Dr. John Weldon (born February 6, 1948) went to be with the Lord on August 30, 2014 following a long-time battle with cancer. John served for more than 20 years as a researcher for The John Ankerberg Show. 
During his tenure, he authored or coauthored more than 100 books, including the best-selling Facts On Series of books that has sold more than 2.5 million copies in 16 languages. His final book, published in July 2014 with Harvest House Publishers (coauthored with John Ankerberg), is especially fitting. 
How to Know You’re Going to Heaven offers a biblical and personal look at the way God has provided salvation through Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12) and the confidence the believer can have of eternity with Him in heaven (1 John 5:13). John’s life and work have touched countless others seeking to grow spiritually and better understand the Bible. His friends describe him as genuine, humble, and passionate to share the hope of eternal life with everyone he met. His work will continue through his many books, his online writings at The John Ankerberg Show website (JAshow.org), as well as through the many people John has personally influenced through his ministry.

