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MICHAEL PRABHU, FEBRUARY 17, 2021
When bodies of nuns are found, their deaths are most often attributed to suicide from depression or ‘mental illness’. This says a lot about the spiritual formation of religious in the Indian Church* and of the availability of requisite treatment for the nuns.

Nun’s body found in quarry in Kerala
https://mattersindia.com/2021/02/nuns-body-found-in-quarry-in-kerala/ 
Kochi, February 14, 2021
The body of a 45-year-old nun was found February 14 in a quarry in the southern Indian state of Kerala.
Sister Jessina Thomas, a member of the Missionary Congregation of the Daughters of St. Thomas, was missing from St Thomas Convent at Vazhakala, a suburb of Kochi, the state’s commercial capital.

The police at nearby Thrikkakara station got information that a body was found in the quarry close to the convent. It was identified as that of the missing nun, the police said.

Police have registered a case of unnatural death. The body has been shifted to the Kalamassery Medical College. The cause for the death can be known only after autopsy on February 15, police said. They said they do not suspect any foul play in the death as the nun was under treatment mental problem since 2011.

The St Thomas Convent authorities said Sister Thomas was undergoing treatment at Kusumagiri Mental Health Centre, Kakkanad, for the past three years.

They said Sister Thomas was missing after breakfast. When they failed to find her until noon, the nuns informed the local police. The body was found in the quarry quite late in the evening.

Sister Thomas was a native of Koruthodu village in the Idukki district of Kerala.

Sister Thomas was the latest among more than 20 Catholic religious women who died in mysterious circumstances in Kerala in the past three decades.

Police rule out foul play in Catholic nun’s death
https://mattersindia.com/2021/02/police-rule-out-foul-play-in-catholic-nuns-death/ 
Kochi, February 17, 2021
The police in Kerala have ruled out foul play in the death of a Catholic nun in the southern Indian state.
A post mortem examination done on the body of Sister Jessina Thomas suggests that she had died due to drowning in a quarry, the police told reporters February 15.

Sister Thomas, a member of the Daughters of St Thomas, was found dead February 14in the quarry close to St. Thomas Convent in Vazhakkala in Kochi, her residence for the past three years.

The police also said they could ascertain the cause of death only after they receive a chemical examination report.

The 45-year-old nun’s body had no external injuries. Samples will be sent for examination at the regional chemical lab in Kochi to ascertain the cause of death. The body was handed over to her relatives on February 15, the police said.

The police also added that they could confirm that Sister Thomas was under treatment for psychological problems since 2011 and was under mental distress recently.

Meanwhile the Daughters of St Thomas, or the Missionary Congregation of the Daughters of St. Thomas, based at Kerala’s Bharananganam, on February 15 issued a statement saying that Sister Thomas had begun showing psychological problems after she witnessed the death of another nun in a road accident in 2004 in Ujjain town in the central Indian state of Madhya Pradesh.

She also had shown suicidal tendencies on two occasions and her parents were called to the convents where she was staying, claims the statement issued by the 52-year-old first missionary congregation for women under the Syro-Malabar Church.

Sister Thomas was being treated for mental health problems at a hospital in Kakkanad for the past 10 years, the press note says.

Some other reports said the nun was under medication for the past 11 years.

The congregation has urged the media not to sensationalize the unfortunate death of its member.
The Joint Christian Council, an ecumenical group of lay people, has sought a comprehensive probe into the nun’s death.

The council points out that many similar incidents had occurred in Kerala convents in the past.

The nun’s parents said that she sounded normal when she telephoned them a day or two before the incident, said council president Felix Pulloden.

(With inputs from thehindu.com)
Nun’s body found in Kerala convent well, suicide suspected
https://mattersindia.com/2015/12/nuns-body-found-in-kerala-convent-well-suicide-suspected/  

Vagamon, December 1, 2015

The body of a middle-aged nun was found in a convent well in Kerala, southern India, on Tuesday morning. Church authorities suspect it to be a case of suicide.
“It seems to be a suicide case. But we are waiting for the post mortem report,” Fr. Sebastian Kollenkunnel, spokesperson of Kanjirapally diocese, told Matters India.

The 42-year-old nun’s body was sent for autopsy at the Kottayam Medical College, some 50 km southwest of the convent in Uluppooni where she was at the time of her death. The parish is close to Vagamon, a tourist resort in Idukki district.

Father Kollenkunnel said Sister Liza Maria was a member of the Kanjirapally province of the Sisters of the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (SABS), a 107-year-old congregation founded in Kerala, southern India.

The priest said the nun came there a few days ago for treatment for depression.

Sister Ancy, a provincial councilor, told Matters India that Sister Maria was quiet and never shared her problems with others. She, who was teaching in a school in close by Pullikkanam, was taken for counseling two months ago after teachers and other nuns found her gloomy and aloof.

Another priest, who did not want to be named, said Sr. Liza’s family members do not suspected foul play in the death as they knew about her illness and treatment.

Her family is in Upputhara, another parish under Kanjirapally diocese. Her family now wants the funeral to be conducted in their parish, the priest said

According to the Deepika, a Malayalam newspaper, the nuns at Ulupponi looked for her after she failed to turn up for morning prayers. They found her door locked from outside and later saw her footwear near the convent well.

Sr Liza is the second nun in Kerala whose body was found in a convent well. In 1992, Sister Abhaya was found dead in a well at St. Pius X Convent in Kottayam. Initially, the police concluded the death of the 19-year-old member of St. Joseph’s Congregation as a suicide. A probe by the Central Bureau of Investigation found it to be a murder.

In 2008, the federal probe agency arrested two priests and a nun in connection with the case.

The SABS congregation was founded Archbishop Thomas Kurialacherry of Changanacherry to promote devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. It became a pontifical congregation in 1968.

The congregation now has 17 provinces with more than 4,300 members, who serve 87 dioceses in 10 countries.

Another nun’s body found in convent well in Kerala

https://mattersindia.com/2021/04/another-nuns-body-found-in-convent-well-in-kerala/   

Karunagappally, April 16, 2021
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The body of a 42-year-old Catholic nun was found April 16 in a well of a convent at Kureepuzha near Karunagappally town in Kollam district of Kerala, report Malayalam news channels.
The deceased was identified as Sister Mable Joseph, a member of the Pious Workers of St. Joseph, an Italian congregation that manages Maria Agnes English Medium School in Kureepuzha.

A suicide note recovered from the nun’s room said that she was taking the drastic step as she is unable to bear the physical difficulties and the issues related to allergy.

The note said that her body would be in the well of St Joseph’s Convent. “Nobody is responsible for my death. Keep me in your prayers,” the note further read.

The letter was found in a search conducted for her after she was not seen for the morning prayers. The body was later found in the well.

The native of Pavumba in Karunagappally reportedly reached the convent a month back.

Sister Joseph was among more than 20 Catholic nuns who died in mysterious circumstances in Kerala in the past few decades.

Catholic groups have recently asked church authorities to take steps to dispel a growing mistrust in society regarding religious life and the deaths of John and other sisters.

On May 7, 2020, the body of Divya P. John, a 21-year-old novice with the Basilian Sisters near Thiruvalla, was found in a well at the convent. An autopsy found drowning as the cause of death, but no time of death was given. Church officials did not seek a police crime scene investigation into the mystery of how she died, labeling the tragedy a probable suicide.

The most publicized and sensational case was the death of Sister Abhaya, a member of St. Joseph’s Congregation whose body was found in the convent well in Kottayam on March 27, 1992. It became the longest running murder investigation in Kerala. Police initially closed it as a suicide case in 1993.

Kerala, where almost all of the unnatural deaths of nuns have occurred, is home to nearly 35,000 women religious, about a third of all Catholic sisters in India.

The following are 10 cases of nuns who met with unnatural deaths:

Sacred Heart Sister Jyothis, 28, was found dead inside a convent well in the Thamarassery Diocese in northern Kerala in November 1998. Local police said she committed suicide. Her father rejected the suicide theory and said he believed she was killed.

Sister Paulsi, 35, of the indigenous Snehagiri (“mountain of love”) Missionary Sisters, was found dead May 25, 2000, at her convent in the Palai Diocese.

Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Sr. Anoopa Mary, 23, was found hanging in her room in St. Mary’s Convent in Kollam, Kerala, on Aug. 11, 2008. A suicide note in her pocket said she had been unhappy and told of a dispute with her superior.

Six months later, on Feb. 11, 2009, Daughters of Mary Sister Josephine, 38, died in the congregation’s provincial house in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala’s state capital. A press release from the Syro-Malankara archdiocese said she had been undergoing treatment for depression. Nuns in the convent found her room bolted from the inside and broke the door open to find her hanging from the ceiling fan. Sister Josephine’s death led to protesting crowds alleging she had been harassed by the nuns.

Up the western coast, in Goa state, Handmaids of Christ Sr. Dipti Brahmane was found dead in the well of her convent in Raia village on July 26, 2010. The congregation reported that the 24-year-old nun was under medication for depression.

In the first of two unnatural deaths in 2011 in Kerala, Holy Spirit Sr. Mary Ancy, a 48-year-old teacher, was found dead Aug. 17, 2011, in a wastewater tank in Poonkulam, near Thiruvananthapuram. Her family rejected a suicide theory and demanded police investigate the death. A postmortem report found no signs of struggle and that she was conscious when she entered the water.

On Oct. 10, 2011, Maria Roslin, 16, a novice of Our Lady of Mercy Convent in Aroor, was found hanging from a ceiling fan. A convent witness told police the novice was depressed after her father was in an accident. Police called it a “clear case of suicide.”

Sister Liza Maria, 42, a member of the Sisters of the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, was found dead Dec. 1, 2015, in a convent well in Uluppooni near Vagamon, a tourist resort in Kerala’s Idukki district. A priest said she was undergoing treatment for depression.

Sr. Susan Mathew, 54, a teacher and member of the Mount Tabor Convent under the Malankara Syrian Orthodox Church, was found dead Sept. 9, 2018. Her body, with deep cuts on her wrists, was floating inside the convent well at Pathanapuram in Kollam district. Police classified her case as an unnatural death as there was no clarity on whether it was a murder or suicide. Mathew had been under treatment for a long illness, police said.

In Karnataka, a neighboring state of Kerala, Sr. Mary Sendra Vianney, 28, a member of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary Convent, was found dead on Dec. 4, 2019. Her severed body was discovered on railroad tracks near Hubli town. Police were investigating possibilities of suicide or foul play.

Orthodox nun’s body found in Kerala convent well

https://mattersindia.com/2018/09/orthodox-nuns-body-found-in-kerala-convent-well/     

Pathanapura, September 9, 2018

The body of a 54-year-old nun belonging to the Malankara Syrian Orthodox Church was found inside a well on September 9 in Kerala, southern India. Police suspect it to be a suicide case.
Sister Susan Mathew was a teacher at St. Stephen’s School in Pathanapuram, a town in Kollam district, about 80 km from Thiruvananthapuram, the state capital.

Around 9 am, workers at the Mount Thabor Convent spotted blood stains near the well and then saw the nun’s body floating in the water, the police told reporters. People in the convent realized it was Sister Mathew’s body after it was fished out by the police and fire force.

Police sources said that the nun’s both wrists had deep cuts.

Blood stains were found inside the nun’s room, columns of the well and nearby premises.

Forensic experts have conducted the inquest. The police have taken case for unnatural death as there was no clarity on whether it is a murder or a suicide.

“The nun was taking treatment for an illness for the past several years. She had consulted the doctor yesterday as well,” said Kollam Rural Superintendent of Police, Ashokan.

He said another nun in the convent had told the police that Sister Mathew was depressed over her sickness. “This morning, the other nuns saw her until 8 am. They asked her if she was coming with them to church, she said no and stayed back at the convent. When the nuns returned from the church, they saw the dead body inside the well,” the police officer narrated.

Sister Susan had been teaching at the school for the past 12 years. Both the school and the convent is run by the Kottayam-headquartered Malankara Syrian Orthodox Church. The cause of the death remains unknown.

Death of Catholic nun Sister Abhaya in 1992 in similar circumstances had become a major controversy that was probed by federal agencies.

Kerala nun died due to drowning: Post-mortem report

https://mattersindia.com/2018/09/self-inflicted-injury-marks-kerala-nun-died-due-to-drowning-post-mortem-report/    

Thiruvananthapuram, September 10, 2018

The 55-year-old nun who was found dead inside the well of a convent in Kollam district of Kerala died due to drowning, the post-mortem report stated Monday.
There were no other injury marks on the body of Sister Susan, an inmate of Mount Tabor Dayara Convent at Pathanapuram, except the “self-inflicted” injuries on the wrists, police said, quoting the report.

The post-mortem of the nun, belonging to the Malankara Syrian Orthodox church, was carried out at the government medical college hospital in Thiruvananthapuram.

A senior police officer told PTI that based on the post-mortem report, it was assumed to be a case of suicide.

“According to the post-mortem report, the nun died due to drowning. It also indicated the presence of naphthalene balls in her abdomen. Both the wrists were cut, but no other injury marks on her body,” he said.

Police would soon submit a report based on the post-mortem report, the officer added.

The body of Sister Susan, a teacher at St Stephens School attached to the convent, was found floating in the well at the sprawling compound on Sunday morning.

Other inmates of the convent had first came across blood stains near the well and then found her body inside it.

Blood stains were also found inside her room.

Local media quoted her relatives as saying that the nun was suffering from some disease and she had been under depression for some time.

Police had registered a case of unnatural death and later shifted the body to the state capital for post mortem.

The death of another Catholic nun, Sister Abhaya, under similar circumstances, had triggered a controversy in the state two decades ago. Abhaya’s body was found in the well of St Pius Convent in Kottayam on March 27, 1992. She was an inmate of the convent. (The Hindustan Times)
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RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 32 6 JUNE 2019 - FR ALFONSE AIND SJ CONVICTED 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_32.doc  

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 33 9 JULY 2019 - FR JERRY THAREPARAMBIL OCD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_33.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 34 9 JULY 2019 - FR VIJAY VHASKR GODUGUNURU 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_34.doc 

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 35 21 SEPTEMBER 2019 -FR GEORGE PADAYATTY/PADAYATTIL

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_35.doc 

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 36 6 DECEMBER 2019 - FR JACOB PLAKOOTTATHIL/PLAKOOTAM

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_36.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 37 14 AUGUST 2020 -BISHOP FRANCO MULAKKAL ARRESTED, CHARGED

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_37.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 38 14 AUGUST 2020 – FR. THANNINIKKUMTHADATHIL THOMAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_38.doc
RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 39 15 MARCH 2021 – FR. VARGHESE PALAPPALLIL
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_39.doc
RAPE SUSPECT BISHOP MULAKKALS AIDE ARRESTED WITH HUGE BLACK MONEY STASH 1 MAY 2019 – FR ANTONY MADASSERY
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_SUSPECT_BISHOP_MULAKKALS_AIDE_ARRESTED_WITH_HUGE_BLACK_MONEY_STASH.doc
AOCC AND ICF ACHIEVE TRANSFER OF NUNCIO FOR FAILURE TO ACT AGAINST CLERICAL SEX ABUSES 11 AUGUST 2020 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AOCC_AND_ICF_ACHIEVE_TRANSFER_OF_NUNCIO_FOR_FAILURE_TO_ACT_AGAINST_CLERICAL_SEX_ABUSES.doc
CUDDAPAH BISHOP PRASAD GALLELA HUSBAND AND FATHER 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CUDDAPAH_BISHOP_PRASAD_GALLELA_HUSBAND_AND_FATHER.doc
CUDDAPAH BISHOP PRASAD GALLELA HUSBAND AND FATHER 02 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CUDDAPAH_BISHOP_PRASAD_GALLELA_HUSBAND_AND_FATHER_02.doc
CUDDAPAH BISHOP PRASAD GALLELA HUSBAND AND FATHER 03 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CUDDAPAH_BISHOP_PRASAD_GALLELA_HUSBAND_AND_FATHER_03.doc
CUDDAPAH BISHOP PRASAD GALLELA HUSBAND AND FATHER 04. BISHOP RESIGNS OFFICE
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CUDDAPAH_BISHOP_PRASAD_GALLELA_HUSBAND_AND_FATHER_04.doc
FR GALI ARULRAJ HAS MISTRESS KIDS EMBEZZLES A MILLION POUNDS FROM BRITISH CHARITY BUT NOT DEFROCKED 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_GALI_ARULRAJ_HAS_MISTRESS_KIDS_EMBEZZLES_A_MILLION_POUNDS_FROM_BRITISH_CHARITY_BUT_NOT_DEFROCKED.doc
MYSORE BISHOP WILLIAM ACCUSED OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MYSORE_BISHOP_WILLIAM_ACCUSED_OF_SEXUAL_IMPROPRIETY.doc
MYSORE BISHOP WILLIAM ACCUSED OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY 02 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MYSORE_BISHOP_WILLIAM_ACCUSED_OF_SEXUAL_IMPROPRIETY-02.doc
MYSORE BISHOP WILLIAM ACCUSED OF SEXUAL IMPROPRIETY 03 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MYSORE_BISHOP_WILLIAM_ACCUSED_OF_SEXUAL_IMPROPRIETY-03.doc
VIRGINIA SALDANHA: BISHOP FATHERS CHILD BY NUN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-BISHOP_FATHERS_CHILD_BY_NUN.doc
GANGRAPE ACCESSORY CHARGES-FR ALFONSO AIND ARRESTED JUNE 28, 2018, UPDATED   

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GANGRAPE_ACCESSORY_CHARGES-FR_ALFONSO_AIND_ARRESTED.doc
OBSCENE WHATSAPP MESSAGES TO MINOR GIRL-FR GEORGISH BRITTO ARRESTED 4 MAY 2018, UPDATED   
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OBSCENE_WHATSAPP_MESSAGES_TO_MINOR_GIRL-FR_GEORGISH_BRITTO_ARRESTED.doc
PREDATOR PRIEST FR DOMINIC EMMANUEL POSTED IN AUSTRIA 24 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PREDATOR_PRIEST_FR_DOMINIC_EMMANUEL_POSTED_IN_AUSTRIA.doc
COVER-UP OF ACTIVE HOMOSEXUAL PRIESTS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/COVER-UP_OF_ACTIVE_HOMOSEXUAL_PRIESTS_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
YET ANOTHER PRIEST ARRESTED FOR SODOMY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YET_ANOTHER_PRIEST_ARRESTED_FOR_SODOMY.doc
A THIRD PRIEST ARRESTED FOR SODOMY ON CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS WATCH  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_THIRD_PRIEST_ARRESTED_FOR_SODOMY_ON_CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_WATCH.doc
A FOURTH PRIEST UNDER INVESTIGATION IN HOMOSEXUALITY CASE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_FOURTH_PRIEST_UNDER_INVESTIGATION_IN_HOMOSEXUALITY_CASE.doc
CATHOLIC PRIEST CHARGESHEETED IN GIRL’S MYSTERIOUS DEATH 8 MARCH 2021 - Father Mathew Moonnattinmugham
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CATHOLIC_PRIEST_CHARGESHEETED_IN_GIRLS_MYSTERIOUS_DEATH.doc
*MULTIPLE MYSTERIOUS SUICIDES BY INDIAN NUNS 26 APRIL 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MULTIPLE_MYSTERIOUS_SUICIDES_BY_INDIAN_NUNS.doc
RAPE BY SYRIAN MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH PRIESTS 01 27 JUNE 2018/UPDATED - Fr. Johnson V. Mathew, Fr. Job Mathew, Fr. Jaise K. George, Fr. Abraham Sony Varghese
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_BY_SYRIAN_MALANKARA_ORTHODOX_CHURCH_PRIESTS_01.doc
RAPE BY SYRIAN MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH PRIESTS 02 11 JULY 2018 – Fr. Binu George  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_BY_SYRIAN_MALANKARA_ORTHODOX_CHURCH_PRIESTS_02.doc
RAPE BY SYRIAN MALANKARA ORTHODOX CHURCH PRIESTS 02A 11 JULY 2018/25 JUNE 2019 - Fr. Binu George  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RAPE_BY_SYRIAN_MALANKARA_ORTHODOX_CHURCH_PRIESTS_02A.doc  

