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Sleaze messages to minor girl, Fr. Georgish Britto arrested
Catholic priest arrested for sending “sleazy” message to teenager
http://mattersindia.com/2018/04/catholic-priest-arrested-for-sending-sleazy-message-to-teenager/
By Jose Kavi, April 23, 2018
A Catholic priest has been sent to a jail in Rajasthan for allegedly sending an obscene message to a teenage girl student of his school.
Police on April 20 arrested Father Georgish Britto, vice principal of St Anselm School in Alwar. A case was registered against him two days earlier for texting the 15-year-old ninth grader. He was arrested when he went to surrender to the police, Father Edward Oliveira, vicar general of Jaipur diocese, told Matters India on April 23. The school is managed by the diocese of Jaipur. Alwar is some 160 km northeast of Jaipur, the state capital and the diocesan headquarters.
According to local newspapers, Alwar on April 18 witnessed a “high-voltage drama” when the girl’s parents, accompanied by members of rightwing Hindu groups went to the school demanding action against the vice-principal. The girl’s father also alleged that Father Britto had harassed him for past many days.

Senior police officials reportedly came to the school to pacify the protestors.

Local political leaders, including the legislator, arrived at the school to take stock of the situation. The school principal told cops that he was ignorant about the vice-principal’s activities.

According to the Times of India, the administration called in additional forces to keep the situation under control.

While the protestors argued with the cops; the parents accused the school of shielding their teacher.

Father Oliveira said the girl’s brother beat Father Britto on April 20.

The vicar general said Father Britto, who was ordained hardly a year ago, had counseled the girl’s family to sort out some domestic problems. The girl’s elder brother had also studied in the same school. The girl apparently developed some “infatuation” toward the young priest and used her father’s mobile to message him at night after her father went to sleep, the vicar general explained.

However, the father caught the girl chatting with the priest and complained to the police. Father Britto was arrested under Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act of 2012, a stringent law to end abuses of minors.

Father Oliveira said the groups had accused the vice principal of trying to convert the girl and fondling her, besides sending lewd messages. The vicar general said the junior priest had admitted that he only sent the message to the girl but denied other charges. “He admitted what he had done was imprudent and wrong. What has happened is very sad,” he added.

The school authorities reportedly claimed that the student had never complained about such messages.

Father Oliveira said the accused priest had to remain in jail until May 5. “We can move for bail only after that,” he added.
Bail rejected for convent’s ‘junior father’ who sent obscene messages and pressurised minor girl to convert
http://www.opindia.com/2018/05/bail-rejected-junior-father-obscene-messages-pressurising-girl-conversion/
May 2, 2018

The bail application of a junior father cum Vice-Principal of a convent school’s in Rajasthan’s Alwar, was rejected by a SC-ST court, which had sent him to a 14 day police remand, as reported by Patrika and Dainik Bhaskar. The junior father named Georgish Britto has been accused of harassing a class XI student of his school and also pressurising her to convert, supposedly to Christianity.
It has also been alleged that Britto used to send obscene messages to her on phone, after she refused his demand of religious conversion. As per a report in Dainik Navjyoti, after being made aware of the incident, irate acquaintances and Hindu groups like VHP, Bajrangi Dal, protested at the school named St. Anselms. This also caused an altercation between the local councillor and police station in-charge. After the matter kept escalating, a police force reached the spot and calmed the situation. They later helped the father register a case in the matter.

Following the complaint, Britto was booked under section 354 of the IPC and sections 11, 12 of the POCSO act. After the protest and the subsequent registration of the case, Britto who also used to be the school’s vice-principal tried to flee the region.
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Later a police team was constituted to trace him, which tracked him down via his mobile location and was finally apprehended on 19 April. He was then sent to a 14 day judicial custody. It has been claimed that Britto was planning on fleeing to Kanyakumari where he hails from.

After being lodged in custody for about 10-11 days, Britto moved a bail application contending that he was framed in the matter, and also cited his time spent in the judicial custody. This bail plea was opposed by the public prosecutor who apart from detailing the charges against Britto, also accused him of planning to forcibly take the girl student to Kanyakumari. The prosecutor also reminded the judge of Britto’s intention to evade arrest, which as per him insinuated his guilt.

After hearing both the sides, the judge denied Britto bail.

Bishop Extends Support to Alwar Priest Accused of Harassing Teen
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/catholic-priest-arrested-alwar-indecent-messages-minor-girl
By Kritika Goel, Mumbai, May 3, 2018

St Anslem School in Alwar, Rajasthan, witnessed high drama on 18 April as angry parents and students protested against a priest of the school for allegedly touching a 15-year-old student inappropriately and sending her indecent messages.
The family claims that accused Father Georgish Britto’s behaviour towards the girl made her very uncomfortable, which is why she brought it up with her parents. Following the protest and the complaint, the police arrested the accused on the adjoining night of 18 and 19 April.
He was then booked under Section 354 (A) (Sexual Harassment), 354 (D) (2) (Stalking) and Section 11 and 12 of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. The bail application of the Father has been rejected and he continues to be in judicial custody. -Seesram Meena, Inspector, Aravali Vihar Police Station to The Quint
How the Events Unfolded – Family’s Version
Speaking to The Quint, the girl’s mother said:

The principal of the school had given the charge of the investigation to Father Georgish Britto and he had solved the matter. We thanked him and my daughter had started trusting him because he had helped her. But then he took advantage of my daughter’s trust and started messaging her. My daughter was very scared about this whole incident.

The girl’s parents alleged that Father Britto had even touched her inappropriately at various instances within the school premises.

The enraged mother of the 15-year-old claimed that one night the Father messaged the girl saying, “I want to be your husband and your husband is waiting for you”.

“I used to call him Father. My husband and I personally met him and thanked him for helping our daughter and this is what he has done afterwards”, she said.

The girl’s father mentions that they were physically assaulted by Father Britto when they confronted him. 

He went on to claim that the school authorities weren’t helpful and it was actually the school principal who had helped Father Britto flee to Dausa, from where he was nabbed.

The girl’s mother slammed the school for protecting the accused instead of protecting the children.

However, the Bishop’s House had a different version to give.

We Will Continue to Support Him: Bishop’s House
When The Quint contacted the Bishop’s House of Jaipur, which had released the letter in support of Father Britto, Father Prasad said they will not interfere with the law, and if Father Britto is found guilty then the law should take its course.

However, Father Prasad also went on to claim that Father Britto wasn’t the one at fault. He said the girl was upset (after the obscene remark incident) and was seeking counseling from Father Britto. He alleged that it was during these counseling sessions that the girl became attached to him.

Father Prasad went on to claim that the family was referring to the messages selectively, which makes it look like that Father Britto is at fault and that’s not the complete truth.

He asserted that Father Britto is a part of their family and they would lend their full support to him.

Even if he has made a mistake, he belongs to our family. We will support him and do whatever is good for him. If he has made a mistake, he will take the punishment. But we will continue to support him because he is a member of our family. 

-Father Prasad, Priest, Bishop’s House, Jaipur to The Quint
On being asked about why Father Britto fled to Dausa if he was innocent, Father Prasad said, “He was beaten up in the morning by the girl’s brother and a few more people. Then he went to Father Paul, who is the school principal, and told him that he was scared”.
He added that it was after this incident that Father Britto went to Dausa – with permission. However, when the police investigation started Father Paul helped the police to arrest him, claimed Father Prasad.

The Bishop’s House Word against the Family’s

Responding to Father Prasad’s version, the girl’s outraged mother said if her daughter was undergoing counseling then why was the family never informed about it.

“They are just trying to defend themselves by leveling these allegations”, she added.

The Quint repeatedly tried to get in touch with the school authorities, but they were unavailable to comment.

An investigation into the matter is underway and the accused Father is still in judicial custody.
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Bishop asks for prayers for priest accused of sending “indecent” messages in India
https://cruxnow.com/global-church/2018/05/04/bishop-asks-for-prayers-for-priest-accused-of-sending-indecent-messages-in-india/
By Nirmala Carvalho, Mumbai, May 4, 2018

A bishop in India has asked his diocese to fast and pray for a priest jailed after being accused of sending indecent messages to a school student.

Father Georgish Britto, of St. Anselm School in Alwar, was arrested on April 20 for allegedly sending obscene messages over WhatsApp to a 15-year-old female student who attends the school.

Afterwards, the student also accused the priest of touching her “inappropriately” in the school.

He was charged under India’s 2012 Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POSCO) Act.

Bishop Oswald Joseph Lewis of Jaipur, the capital of Rajasthan, told Crux he visited Britto in jail, and the priest denied the allegations, and told the bishop he was “trapped.”

Lewis also reiterated the diocese has a “zero tolerance” policy when it comes to abuse.

“The POSCO regulations are in all our Catholic educational institutions and we have a strict policy of zero tolerance,” he told Crux. “At the same time, vested interests, have levied ‘conversion’ allegations, which are fabricated and are false,” the bishop said.
Although freedom of religion is guaranteed by the country’s constitution, Rajasthan is one of several Indian states that have anti-conversion laws aimed at preventing “forced” or “induced” conversions.

Christian religious institutions - whose students often belong to the Hindu majority - are often targeted under these laws.

“In the 30 years of the school’s existence, if we were indulging in conversion activities in our schools, the whole town would have been converted,” Lewis said.

Hindu nationalist groups accompanied the priest’s accuser when she went to the police station to formerly make a complaint.

The investigation into Britto was due to end on May 5, and the diocese issued a statement saying that “if any crime is proved against him, he will undergo punishment as per the law.”

However, the statement added: “Even then, we won’t disown him.”
Why Christian schools exceed the limits of education, resort to psychological methods and indulge in sexual harassments, molestations and rapes?
https://indiainteracts.wordpress.com/tag/georgish-britto/ EXTRACT from a lengthy article

By Vedaprakash, May 1, 2018
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The arrogant attitude of the Church: 
Here, also, evidently, the national media though silent, the few covered the incidence tried to dub the excessive reaction of the so-called “right-wing” groups. 
Ironically, the letter of Oswald J. Lewis dated 24-04-2018 addressed to “Clergy, Religious & Laity, and Catholic Diocese of Jaipur” has been intriguing and shocking.  “In times of trial, uncertainties, and hardships we have only one source of consolation – Jesus the Good Shepherd. We turn to him in prayer. I hereby request you to fast and pray that we may tide over this situation and that Fr. Georgish Britto may have the strength and courage to bear the cross that the Lord has given him. Do pray for Paul Pulikal too that he be guided and strengthened by the Holy Spirit. Thanking you for your understanding of the situation sympathetically and praying for us.” 
This clearly proves that the Christian heads have not regretted, apologized and repented for the sinful crimes and criminal sins committed, but with theological arrogance, tried to justify such heinous sexual crimes, coolly forgetting the affected girls and women of India.
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