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OCTOBER 24, 2017                                                                              
On clergy sexual misconduct against adults
https://www.catholicmetoo.com/links/ 
Links
While clergy sexual misconduct against adults (CSMAA) is still a relatively unexplored, and, unacknowledged problem in the Catholic Church and religious institutions in general, there have been some important but relatively unknown studies and writings concerning CSMAA.

This page will be updated regularly with links to studies, articles, books, other websites and news stories concerning CSMAA both here in Australia and around the globe. So, stay tuned.

 

STUDIES AND BOOKS DEALING WITH CLERGY SEXUAL MISCONDUCT AGAINST ADULTS:
The Well From Which We Drink Is Poisoned by Margaret Kennedy: http://ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.bl.ethos.507071 (Free registration then Login needed). (Kennedy’s PhD dissertation is so thorough and delves into so many aspects of CSMAA and explains the process of grooming, entrapment and escape so convincingly).

Understanding the Abuse of Adults by Catholic Clergy and Religious by Kathryn Byrne: http://newbyrnebook.blogspot.com.au/ (A compassionate but strong discussion of CSMAA based on victims’ stories and with a strong leaning towards healing).

The Sexual Abuse of Women by Members of the Clergy – a book version of a PhD dissertation by Kathryn Flynn: for the e-book go here: http://www.e-bookdownload.net/search/the-sexual-abuse-of-women-by-members-of-the-clergy (Flynn provides a convincing thesis on the traumatic effects of CSMAA).

Is Nothing Sacred: When sex invades the pastoral relationship by Rev. Dr Marie M. Fortune (This is the seminal book which started the discussion on CSMAA – brilliant).

“A National (USA) Survey of the Sexual Trauma Experiences of Catholic Nuns” by John T. Chibnall, Ann Wolf and Paul N. Duckro: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237455311_A_National_Survey_of_the_Sexual_Trauma_Experiences_of_Catholic_Nuns 
“How Clergy Sexual Misconduct Happens: A Qualitative Study of First-Hand Accounts” by Diana R. Garland & Christen Argueta” Social Work & Christianity 37 (1): 1-27. (Garland and Argueta provide a clear outline of how or why CSMAA occurs and based on their conclusion, how to prevent it).

INFORMATIVE WEBSITES and VIDEOS: 
James Finley*: Standing Against Sexual Harassment and the Abuse of Power: 
https://cac.org/james-finley-sexual-harassment-abuse-power/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2017-11-18%20DM&utm_content=2017-11-18%20DM+CID_e341c325c4826b2abf3dc0a57b0e57ea&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor%20Google%20Analytics&utm_term=Watch%20or%20listen%20to%20a%20reflection%20by%20James%20Finley%20a%20clinical%20psychologist%20and%20CAC%20core%20faculty%20member. 
In response to the #MeToo phenomenon, Psychologist/psychotherapist Jim Finley, himself a survivor of sexual abuse as a child and adult, presents a brief but excellent summary of often misunderstood elements of the sexual abuse of adults by clergy and others in power. He also outlines the need for victims/survivors to be brave and say, “Me Too” in some way so that we might reach the critical mass that will shift thinking about and response to this form of abuse. Highly recommended.
The Silent Majority: Adult Victims of Sexual Exploitation by Clergy: http://adultsabusedbyclergy.org/ (A highly recommended site dealing with all aspects of CSMAA – a wealth of information. While it is still active as a site, the manager has not been able to actively keep it going in recent years. This is the place to go for all the news stories on CSMAA from around the globe).

Celibacy, Sex & The Catholic Church by A.W. Richard Sipe: http://www.awrsipe.com/ (Richard Sipe discusses and provides links to every nook and cranny of clergy celibacy…or not).

Broken Rites: http://www.brokenrites.org.au (While you have to dig a little, Broken Rites has many accounts of CSMAA. If you type in ‘adult’ in the search engine, you will find many of them).

*James Finley: Standing Against Sexual Harassment and the Abuse of Power
https://cac.org/james-finley-sexual-harassment-abuse-power/
James Finley is a clinical psychologist and core faculty member of the Center for Action and Contemplation. He recorded this 10-minute reflection in his home office following the outpouring of personal “me too” stories from victims of sexual harassment and abuse. He offers compassion and encouragement for those who have courageously broken the silence. Jim shares his own experiences of being abused and invites us to respect our sexuality and each other’s boundaries, to hold those in power accountable, and to stand in solidarity with those who vulnerably share their stories.

Listen to the MP3 recording here:
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Audio Player
https://cac.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Faculty-Reflection_James-Finley_10.30.2017_Sexual-Harassment_Audio.mp3
View Jim’s video here:
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Stephen de Weger

https://www.catholicmetoo.com/
Spotlighting clergy sexual misconduct against adults in the Catholic Church, and supporting the victims/survivors thereof.
October 24, 2017

Welcome to Catholic #Me Too! This website is open to all. The Catholic ‘Me, Too’ Poll and Catholic ‘Me, Too’ Survey tabs above are for those who, as adults, have experienced clergy sexual misconduct and who want to say “me too”. This Home (Comments) page is where anyone can present their personal stories, their knowledge of, or comments about clergy sexual misconduct against adults. This is also where the results of the poll and the survey will be presented and discussed. For privacy and legal reasons, real names of people or places should not be given. However, you are encouraged to use your own real name when commenting but given the sensitive nature of this issue, pseudonyms are completely understandable. All contributions given in the right spirit, will be treated with utmost respect.

Uncategorized Comments: 10
https://www.catholicmetoo.com/about-me/
By Stephen de Weger
About me
This year (2017) I turned 60 and am probably drawing close to Erickson’s eighth stage of life known as ‘integrity v despair’. I am married (30 years) to an exceptional woman and we have three wonderful and artistic young adult children. While I do have a deeply spiritual Catholic background, one which I took very seriously for most of my life, I have also experienced clergy sexual abuse as a child and an adult within this Church, and have suffered the effects thereof. I have also reported both, so I know what victims/survivors are going through. I have now worked through the effects of these experiences as much as one can, and now want to contribute to helping others in some way, to do so as well. Hence this website.

As to my current spirituality or belief, something is slowly coming back but it is very different to what it has always been. In the past I believe that I used religion and spirituality as the proverbial ‘opiate’, as a way of avoiding my own traumas, unhappiness and fears. Now, the term ‘God’ only makes sense as a verb, “LOVE”, but by this I mean deeply mature Love and in all of its human expressions. For this I have Erich Fromm’s, The Art of Loving to thank (see: https://archive.org/details/TheArtOfLoving). I don’t think Fromm perceived God as I am saying here, I’ve just put the two together. So, when there is no Love, there is no God. But when one lives in Love, then God lives, too, and can do and be God. When you perceive God in this way, the life of Jesus also makes more sense, as does the current age in which we live. The effects of sexual abuse by clergy, of the deep destruction of faith and trust, also oddly makes sense, too, with this concept of God. In such interaction, God/Love ceases to exist, God/Love is muffled, blinded, pushed away, hidden, abused, killed even, and in the life of the victim and the perpetrator. I’m still processing all this.

Possibly because of my involvement in the Charismatic movement as a teenager, which in its early days (1970s) was ecclesiastically liberal, but which became more conservative as time went on (and after I left), I no longer belong to, nor want to belong to any strongly agenda-ed liberal or conservative Catholic groups: I know that individuals/clerics/lay people from both sides, along with their own particular systemic cultures, have contributed to this issue and its cover up in their own way. However, I also believe in the good of the people from both these cultures within the Church: They all have valuable and reasonable insights and contributions to make. Solutions to life’s problems are rarely ‘either/or’, but rather, ‘both/and’.

My goal now is to work for ‘truth, justice and healing’ for the forgotten victims/survivors of this more hidden expression of clergy sexual misconduct, but beginning with, to quote a Morris West character, those who are or have been in ‘the bloodied dust’ rather than from the higher echelons of Church leadership, who, based on my experience of them, rarely fully/personally grasp such things. To this end, four years ago, I chose to research this issue based on surveys and interviews of victims/survivors, and then to write about my findings based on their experiences. I completed my Master of Justice (Research) degree entitled “Clerical sexual misconduct involving adults within the Roman Catholic Church”. My thesis can be sourced here: https://eprints.qut.edu.au/96038/ .

I am currently a sessional academic and PhD candidate in the School of Justice, Faculty of Law, at Queensland University of Technology (QUT). My PhD topic concerns the reporting (or not) of clergy sexual misconduct against adults within the Catholic Church and the Church’s responses thereto, again based on the personal experiences of those involved.

I have written some articles on this issue for Eureka Street magazine which can be accessed here: https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=38542 ; here: https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=50509 ; and here: https://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspx?aeid=52339.

Lastly, I need to say that while I am currently a PhD candidate at QUT, this website has been established as a completely separate and personal venture and is not in any way connected to QUT.

Thank you for taking the time to read this. Please know that I am still and will probably always be a relatively vulnerable person because of my past but I am willing now, and for the sake of others, to step out a little bit more, through this website, to try to be a positive influence for anyone who wants it.

Too idealistic? Well, that’s me, too. I’m also a ‘devil’s advocate’ so don’t try to pigeon hole me. You will also notice I, like many a fellow victim/survivor seeking to be heard, suffer from ‘excessive verbiage’ (to quote one of my Master’s supervisors) and will try to control this now that I have said most of what I have wanted to, for now.

So let’s get started. As the cliché goes: ‘This is a discussion we so need to have’.

https://www.catholicmetoo.com/about-this-site/ 

About this site
This site has been set up to spotlight the hidden and minimalised problem of the sexual misconduct against adults within the Catholic Church by Catholic clergy (Priests, Bishops, Brothers, Sisters).

The term ‘misconduct’, while somewhat bland, has been used here in the official way, as professional misconduct. I appreciate that this term does not fully describe what people have actually experienced but again, it has been used in order to encompass the many expressions that clergy/professional misconduct takes. As such, when you read ‘misconduct’, please feel free to insert instead, ‘abuse’, ‘assault’, ‘molestation’, harassment, ‘violation’, ‘offending’ or any term that fits your particular experience.
I define professional/clergy sexual misconduct as the misuse or abuse of the positional and personal power a man or woman holds by virtue of belonging to a powerful institution, to target and over-power, whether subtly or forcefully, the vulnerabilities of another less powerful person, in order to sexually use them, with little or no mature regard for that person, or the effects of such activity on them.

If you are/have been one of these ‘over-powered’ people, please click on the Catholic#MeToo Poll link (above) to say ‘me too’. May I encourage you to also take the Catholic#MeToo Survey about your experiences. On the Home (Comments) page, you are all invited, clergy included, to leave a comment, or tell your story, whether you have been involved in clergy sexual misconduct or not.

Let me say here, now, that I hate jumping on any terminological bandwagon but this #MeToo tag was one which just resonated with my research…I just had to go with it. I hope it helps victims/survivors in some way.

Welcome here especially, are male victims/survivors, whether lay or cleric, especially student clergy who seem to figure highly in this issue. You have been largely ignored and I want you to feel especially welcome here. I understand your context particularly and we all need to learn more about sexual offences against adult men.

For any and all visitors or contributors, while it may not seem this way, please know that this website is not about revenge, hate, or blind anger; nor is it about tearing down the Church or the clergy. While some may see it as an oxymoron, I sincerely believe in the role of psychologically and spiritually healthy religion in society. However, at the moment the health level of the Churches is seriously low and needs help. I also still believe in the vocations of men and women, giving their lives in the service of others as clergy and have known many wonderful people who have done so. I think I understand the struggles of clergy and have concluded that removing mandatory celibacy would go some way for some clergy in lessening the possibility of sexual misconduct. I do believe that the inclusion of Religious and lay women in all areas of ministry would be a further step in the right direction. Furthermore, I believe that, should they wish to, clergy who have left and married (or not) and who wish to still be recognised and minister as Catholic clergy, should be welcomed to do so, with none of these groups of people being seen as failures or lesser cousins to some group of ‘real’ clergy.

None of this will suddenly fix the Church which has so many obvious and hidden, personnel and cultural and dogmatic problems, but they would be a start in the right direction and a strong catalyst for change.

I do not for a minute believe that sexual abuse and its covering up is just or even predominantly, a conservative Catholic-based issue, or even a religious one. The recent events in Hollywood and the ‘Me Too’ response that inspired this website, should be a clear warning against such faulty thinking. Such violence and abuse can be perpetrated by anyone, from any group, by any gender, or sexuality, of any political or ideological persuasion, at any time. Anyone, even power-equal adults, and sexual abuse victims themselves can perpetrate sexual abuse. However, when it occurs within an institution of empowered hierarchies and professionals, especially when perhaps a large number of these may have sexually misconducted in some way, we see the fallout of cover up and protectionism, silence and the silencing of others, blackmail and inaction, and overall excusing that follows. As the Weinsteins, Afflecks, and Spaceys of Hollywood have shown, this occurs in all institutions and human groups, left or right (both ‘alt’ and ‘normal’), straight or LBGTIQ, feminist or patriarchal. It happens in all religious groups as well as all powerful social institutions such as government, academic, military, financial, legal, the media/news, and medical/therapeutic.

I am often asked why my focus is only on the Catholic Church. Well, it is because this is where my roots are and I believe that the Catholic Church needs to fix its own conservative clericalist and liberal secularist backyards first. I am also doing this simply because hardly anyone else seems to be and clergy sexual misconduct is continuing, and people are suffering as a result. Anyway, most of what is discussed here can and should apply to any social group.

If you want me to elaborate, think I am wrong about what I’ve written above, or indeed, if you agree, or a bit of both, please make a comment in the Home-Comment page.

One more thing which I feel I need to say…Just know also, I in no way see myself as some saint or as someone having all the answers, as sometimes people want to think I am because of what I am doing or saying, especially because I belong to a marginalised or ‘victim’ group.

Anyway, having said all this, join with me if you want, to do what we can to make the lives of victims/survivors of clergy sexual misconduct against adults better, and, if you want, the life of the Church and its clergy along with it. Remember….The best weapon against sexual abuse is to talk about it.

https://www.catholicmetoo.com/catholicmetoo-survey/ 

Catholic#MeToo Survey
If you are a victim/survivor of clergy sexual misconduct but are unsure as to whether you want to do this survey, or, if you a visitor who is curious about what the survey contains, please go to the preview of the whole survey which can be found on the Home (Comments) page.

This survey is only for women and men who have experienced clergy sexual misconduct since turning 18. If this does NOT describe you, please do not open or begin this survey. If this DOES describe you, please read ALL of the following before proceeding.
Whether you are a male or female, or are / were a clergy-person yourself, this short survey is a chance for you to say that you, too, have experienced some form of unwanted clergy sexual misconduct. No one except me will be able to view your answers and comments.

Clergy sexual misconduct is defined here as the misuse or abuse of the positional and personal power that a cleric holds by virtue of belonging to the clergy of the Catholic Church, to target and over-power, whether subtly or forcefully, the vulnerabilities of another less powerful person, in order to sexually use them, with little or no mature regard for that person, or the effects of such activity on them. 
The term 'clergy' here means any member of the diocesan priesthood, any member of the Church hierarchy, or any member of a religious order or congregation, whether male or female.
If you have experienced clergy sexual misconduct with more than one different cleric, you can repeat this survey for each different cleric.
Please read Question 1 carefully before proceeding.
Where "Other" appears in the possible responses, you can write what you want freely if the given answers do not cover what you want to say.
Try to choose the most applicable responses. If you make a mistake or want to change a given response, just click on the incorrect response again, and then click on the one you wanted. If doing so happens to shut down the survey, you can begin the survey again.
Choose your responses carefully as you cannot go back to previous questions... DO NOT USE THE BROWSER "BACK" BUTTON. Doing so will close the survey. If this does occur, you can begin the survey again.
If the survey freezes (which it has occasionally for unknown reasons), you have to (unfortunately) start again.
You can quit the survey at any time: However, if you do quit before completing the whole survey, what you have done to that point will be lost.
Only data from completed surveys is saved.

START

https://www.catholicmetoo.com/in-the-news/ 
This page will provide you with a comprehensive list of news stories that have appeared and sadly, continue to appear, concerning clergy sexual misconduct against adults. (Some of the links may be dodgy due to their age and the nature of on-line storage of news stories).
Please contact me if you find an article which you think should be included.

Latest (or particularly important) News stories (from the most recent) 
Erik de la Garza (USA) 2017. “‘Wolf in Priest’s Clothing’ John Feit Convicted Of Murder”. December 8, 2017. https://www.courthousenews.com/wolf-in-priests-clothing-john-feit-convicted-of-murder/
Dursin, Kanis, (Indonesia). 2017. “Bishop's scandal a rude awakening for Church in Indonesia.” LaCroix: International. November 1, 2017.  http://almayasabdam.com/bishops-scandal-rude-awakening-church-indonesia/
https://international.la-croix.com/news/bishops-scandal-a-rude-awakening-for-church-in-indonesia/6248?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=e-mail&utm_content=01-11-2017&utm_campaign=newsletter__crx_lci&PMID=4d36041335ce599b8a355f3a9ae2a637 

Morris-Young, Dan. (USA). 2017. “Judge declares mistrial for Idaho priest accused of rape.” National Catholic Reporter. July 19, 2017. https://www.ncronline.org/news/accountability/judge-declares-mistrial-idaho-priest-accused-rape
connected to
Morris-Young, Dan. 2016. “Idaho priest charged with raping airman.” National Catholic Reporter. July 27, 2016. https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/ncr-today/idaho-priest-charged-raping-airman
McCarthy, Joanne. (Australia). 2016. “Jennifer Herrick's fight against the Catholic Church opens doors for women groomed for sex by priests: Catholic priests in sexual relationships with adult women are the church's ‘ticking time bombs’.” Newcastle Herald. December 8, 2016. http://www.theherald.com.au/story/4343317/women-the-churchs-ticking-time-bomb/
Jacks, Timna, and Chris Vedelago. (Australia). 2016. “Cardinal Pell Associate Banned from Preaching in Ireland Over Abuse Allegations.” Sydney Morning Herald. October 9, 2016. http://www.smh.com.au/national/cardinal-pell-associate-banned-frompreaching-in-ireland-over-abuse-allegations-20161006-grwxlh.html
Crosby, Erin O. (General). 2016.  “Adult Clergy Abuse Is Overlooked and Misunderstood: Here’s Why.” Religion Now. May 9, 2016. 
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/religionnow/2016/05/adult-clergy-abuse-is-overlooked-and-misunderstood-heres-why/#ccoBSsZCdbKAlmvi.99 

March, Stephanie. (Australia). 2015 “Priest John Walshe who defended George Pell accused of sexually abusing John Roach.” ABC News. December 23, 2015. http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-12-23/john-walshe-accused-of-sexual-abuse/7051050
Hall, Louise. (Australia). 2015. “Accused priest's landmark legal challenge to Church's sexual abuse process.” The Sydney Morning Herald. December 13, 2015. http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/accused-priests-landmark-legal-challenge-to-churchs-sexual-abuse-process-20151213-glmar9.html
Zoll, Rachel. 2014. (USA). “Catholic church lawyer details cover-up claims on sex abuse.” The Christian Science Monitor, July 14, 2014. https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Latest-News-Wires/2014/0715/Catholic-church-lawyer-details-cover-up-claims-on-sex-abuse

For more details of this particularly interesting case see: “Haselberger Affidavit – Redacted.” https://www.scribd.com/document/233983223/Haselberger-Affidavit-Redacted
McCarthy, Joanne. (Australia). 2014. “Family seek disclosure from Catholic Church.” Newcastle Herald. March 20, 2014. http://www.theherald.com.au/story/2165110/family-seek-disclosure-from-catholic-church
Bodegon, Sophia Lizares. (Philippines). 2013. “The pain of breaking the silence: Tackling abuse starts with facing the fear of speaking out.” UCANEWS.COM. June 24, 2013. http://www.ucanews.com/news/the-pain-of-breaking-the-silence/68576
Allen, John Jnr. And Schaeffer, Pamela. (General). 2001. “Reports of abuse: AIDS exacerbates sexual exploitation of nuns, reports allege.” National Catholic Reporter (Online). March 16, 2001. http://natcath.org/NCR_Online/archives2/2001a/031601/031601a.htm
Agnew, Paddy. (General). 2001. “Vatican confirms nuns' reports of sexual exploitation by priests.” The Irish Times. March 21, 2001. https://www.irishtimes.com/news/vatican-confirms-nuns-reports-of-sexual-exploitation-by-priests-1.292945
See also: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2001/mar/21/philipwillan
Older News Stories (from the most recent) 
Wilhelm, Tim. 2016. “Settlements reached in O’Connell abuse-lawsuits.” The University News. January 14, 2016. http://unewsonline.com/32441/news/settlements-reached-in-oconnell-abuse-lawsuits/
March, Stephanie. 2015 “Priest John Walshe who defended George Pell accused of sexually abusing John Roach.” ABC News. December 23, 2015. http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-12-23/john-walshe-accused-of-sexual-abuse/7051050
Hall, Louise. 2015. “Accused priest's landmark legal challenge to Church's sexual abuse process.” The Sydney Morning Herald. December 13, 2015. http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/accused-priests-landmark-legal-challenge-to-churchs-sexual-abuse-process-20151213-glmar9.html
Luck, Adam and Jonathan Petre. 2014. “Bishop has affair with married parishioner ...then quits in shame over ANOTHER romance: Bishop of Arundel admits to relationship that broke clerical vows.” Daily Mail, Australia. Monday, September 29th 2014. 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2772203/Bishop-affair-married-parishioner-quits-shame-ANOTHER-romance-Bishop-Arundel-admits-relationship-broke-clerical-vows.html 
http://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/1217/0/bishop-of-arundel-and-brighton-resigns-apologise...
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-29397223
“I would like to reassure you that my actions were not illegal and did not involve minors.”
Box, Dan. 2014. “Disabled woman sues top priest.” The Australian, August 8, 2014. http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/disabled-woman-sues-top-priest/story-e6frg6nf-1227017167154 

McCarthy, Joanne. 2014. “Family seek disclosure from Catholic Church.” Newcastle Herald. March 20, 2014. http://www.theherald.com.au/story/2165110/family-seek-disclosure-from-catholic-church     

McCarthy, Joanne. 2014. “Claim over secret sex with priest.” Newcastle Herald. March 7, 2014.            http://www.theherald.com.au/story/2135819/claim-over-secret-sex-with-priest/?cs=305/?cs=305  

Anonymous. 2014. “Disgraced Keith O’Brien faces Vatican ‘trial’.” The Scotsman.  23 February 2014. 
http://www.scotsman.com/news/scotland/top-stories/disgraced-keith-o-brien-faces-vatican-trial-1-3316333
Squires, Nick. 2014. “Swiss Guard claims Vatican official made sexual advances to him.” The Telegraph. January 8, 2014. http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/vaticancityandholysee/10553396/Swiss-Guard-claims-Vatican-official-made-sexual-advances-to-him.html 

Harrison, Jody and Judith Duffy. 2013. “Parish fury as Catholic Church suspends rogue priest over 'sexual bullying' exposé.” Herald Scotland. November 17, 2013. http://www.heraldscotland.com/news/home-news/parish-fury-as-catholic-church-suspends-rogue-priest-over-sexual-bullying-expos.22717016
Deveney, Catherine. 2013. “New sex abuse crisis in Scottish Catholic church: Priest claims he was abused by older cleric, and church is punishing him for speaking out.” The Observer. July 28, 2013. http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jul/28/paul-moore-catholic-sex-abuse
Bodegon, Sophia Lizares. Philippines. 2013. “The pain of breaking the silence: Tackling abuse starts with facing the fear of speaking out.” UCANEWS.COM. June 24, 2013. http://www.ucanews.com/news/the-pain-of-breaking-the-silence/68576
Crooks, Lauren. 2013. “Catholic Church in Scotland has covered up culture of sexual bullying among priests, claims serving Father.” Daily Record. March 24, 2013. http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/catholic-church-scotland-covered-up-1782068
Zwartz, Barney. 2013. “Abuse victim treated like a ‘temptress’.” The Sunday Age March 14, 2013.  http://victoriansecular.org/node/484
Berry, Jason. 2013. “Father Marcial Maciel and The Popes He Stained.” Newsweek. March 11, 2013. http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2013/03/11/father-marcial-maciel-and-the-popes-he-stained.html 

Debien, Noel James. 2013. “50 sex-offending Bishops: The Papal Conclave's State-of-the-Catholic-Celibacy-Nation Address.” ABC Radio Religion Unit. March 6, 2013. http://blogs.abc.net.au/localradio/2013/03/the-papal-conclaves-state-of-the-catholic-celibacy-nation-address.html
Anonymous. 2013. “Disgraced cardinal Keith O'Brien apologises for conduct after sexual allegations.” News.com.au. March 4, 2013. http://www.news.com.au/world-news/disgraced-cardinal-keith-obrien-apologises-for-conduct-after-sexual-allegations/story-fndir2ev-1226589597346 

Satter, Raphael. 2013. “Accused Scottish cardinal admits sexual failings.” The Washington Times. Sunday, March 3, 2013. http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2013/mar/3/accused-scottish-cardinal-admits-sexual-failings/ 

McKenzie, Nick and Richard Baker. 2013. “Predator priest returns to duty.” Sydney Morning Herald. January 20, 2013. http://www.smh.com.au/national/predator-priest-returns-to-duty-20130119-2czy4.html
Pearson, Christopher. 2011. “Clergyman's long road to resolution.” The Australian. September 10, 2011. http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/opinion/clergymans-long-road-to-resolution/story-e6frgd0x-1226133465850 

Peters, Edward N. 2011. “Sexual solicitation in confession may be more widespread than believed, canonist says.” Catholic World News: CatholicCultrue.org. May 31, 2011. http://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=10513
Joyce, Kathryn. 2011. “Sex Abuse in the Catholic Church: When Adults are Victims.” Religion Dispatches: University of Southern California. January 24, 2011. http://www.religiondispatches.org/archive/atheologies/3690/sex_abuse_in_the_catholic_church__when_adults_are_victims/ 

Zwartz, Barney. 2010. “Still Breathing.” The Age (Victoria) June 1, 2010. http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/still-breathing-20100531-wrd2.html 
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Pope Francis says church was late fighting abuse, promises 'zero tolerance'*
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Our Sunday Visitor, Vatican City, September 21 2017

Pope Francis has endorsed an approach of "zero tolerance" toward all members of the church guilty of sexually abusing minors or vulnerable adults.

Having listened to abuse survivors and having made what he described as a mistake in approving a more lenient set of sanctions against an Italian priest abuser, the pope said he has decided whoever has been proven guilty of abuse has no right to an appeal, and he will never grant a papal pardon.

"Why? Simply because the person who does this (sexually abuses minors) is sick. It is a sickness," he told his advisory commission on child protection during an audience at the Vatican Sept. 21. Members of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors, including its president -- Cardinal Sean P. O'Malley of Boston -- were meeting in Rome Sept. 21-23 for their plenary assembly.

Setting aside his prepared text, the pope said he wanted to speak more informally to the members, who include lay and religious experts in the fields of psychology, sociology, theology and law in relation to abuse and protection.

The Catholic Church has been "late" in facing and, therefore, properly addressing the sin of sexual abuse by its members, the pope said, and the commission, which he established in 2014, has had to "swim against the tide" because of a lack of awareness or understanding of the seriousness of the problem.

"When consciousness comes late, the means for resolving the problem comes late," he said. "I am aware of this difficulty. But it is the reality: We have arrived late." 

"Perhaps," he said, "the old practice of moving people" from one place to another and not fully facing the problem "lulled consciences to sleep." 

But, he said, "prophets in the church," including Cardinal O'Malley, have, with the help of God, come forward to shine light on the problem of abuse and to urge the church to face it.
Typically when the church has had to deal with new or newly emerging problems, it has turned to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith to address the issue, he said. And then, only when the problem has been dealt with adequately does the process for dealing with future cases get handed over to another dicastery, he added.

Because the problem of cases and allegations of abuse are "grave" -- and because it also is grave that some have not adequately taken stock of the problem -- it is important the doctrinal congregation continue to handle the cases, rather than turning them over directly to Vatican tribunals, as some have suggested.

However, he said, the doctrinal congregation will need more personnel to work on cases of abuse in order to expedite the "many cases that do not proceed" with the backlog.

Pope Francis told commission members he wants to better balance the membership of the doctrinal team dealing with appeals filed by clergy accused of abuse. He said the majority of members are canon lawyers, and he would like to balance out their more legalistic approach with more members who are diocesan bishops and have had to deal with abuse in their diocese.

He also said proof that an ordained minister has abused a minor "is sufficient (reason) to receive no recourse" for an appeal. "If there is proof. End of story," the pope said; the sentence "is definitive."

And, he added, he has never and would never grant a papal pardon to a proven perpetrator.

The reasoning has nothing to do with being mean-spirited, but because an abuser is sick and is suffering from "a sickness."

The pope told the commission he has been learning "on the job" better ways to handle priests found guilty of abuse, and he recounted a decision he has now come to regret: that of agreeing to a more lenient sanction against an Italian priest, rather than laicizing him as the doctrinal team recommended.

Two years later, the priest abused again, and Pope Francis said he has since learned "it's a terrible sickness" that requires a different approach.
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