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By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s
Muslims typically challenge Christians to produce verses from the Holy Bible where Jesus is reported to have said the words "I am God" or "Worship me." The assumption is that if Jesus didn’t say these exact words then he never claimed to be Divine. The Muslims insist that Jesus had to affirm his Deity by saying it in the manner they propose, otherwise he must have not believed or taught that he was God in essence.
Moreover, when Christians cite the plain words of the inspired NT writers that do affirm the full Deity of Christ, most of whom were eyewitnesses to Jesus, the Muslims reject these claims on the ground that these are not the words of Christ himself. They are merely the personal views of the authors.

In order to show why these typical Muslim arguments hold no merit and do absolutely nothing to undermine the plain teaching of the New Testament that Jesus is in fact the Divine Son of God, we issue some challenges of our own.

1. Produce statements from the Quran where Jesus allegedly says the following: 

a. I am not God.

b. I am not the Son of God.

c. I did not come to die for your sins.

d. I did not come to rise from the dead on the third day.

Quoting verses where the author of the Quran denies that Jesus is God, God’s Son etc., will not satisfy our challenge since these aren’t the words of Jesus but the personal opinion of the writer of the Quran.

If the Muslims fail to meet these challenges then this proves that the Quran does not deny the Deity of Christ since it never once quotes him as ever expressly saying that he is not God, the Son of God etc.

2. Make sure to produce these statements in Jesus’ original Aramaic tongue, in the language that he spoke while on earth. We will not accept any statements supposedly made by Jesus in Arabic since he never spoke Arabic, especially the Quraishi dialect of Arabic which the Quran is supposed to have been written in:

Narrated Anas bin Malik:
Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman came to Uthman at the time when the people of Sham and the people of Iraq were waging war to conquer Arminya and Adharbijan. Hudhaifa was afraid of their (the people of Sham and Iraq) differences in the recitation of the Qur'an, so he said to ‘Uthman, "O chief of the Believers! Save this nation before they differ about the Book (Quran) as Jews and the Christians did before." So 'Uthman sent a message to Hafsa saying, "Send us the manuscripts of the Qur'an so that we may compile the Qur'anic materials in perfect copies and return the manuscripts to you." Hafsa sent it to ‘Uthman. ‘Uthman then ordered Zaid bin Thabit, ‘Abdullah bin AzZubair, Said bin Al-As and ‘AbdurRahman bin Harith bin Hisham to rewrite the manuscripts in perfect copies. ‘Uthman said to the three Quraishi men, "In case you disagree with Zaid bin Thabit on any point in the Qur'an, then write it in the dialect of Quraish, the Qur'an was revealed in their tongue." They did so, and when they had written many copies, ‘Uthman returned the original manuscripts to Hafsa. ‘Uthman sent to every Muslim province one copy of what they had copied, and ordered that all the other Qur'anic materials, whether written in fragmentary manuscripts or whole copies, be burnt. Said bin Thabit added, "A Verse from Surat Ahzab was missed by me when we copied the Qur'an and I used to hear Allah's Apostle reciting it. So we searched for it and found it with Khuzaima bin Thabit Al-Ansari. (That Verse was): ‘Among the Believers are men who have been true in their covenant with Allah.’" (33.23) (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 6, Book 61, Number 510)

Besides exposing the inconsistency in Muslim polemics, the foregoing helps to demonstrate the following point: Just as the Quran can deny Jesus being God without needing to put words in his mouth to do so, in a similar manner the NT writers could (and actually do) affirm the Deity of Christ without having to quote Jesus as saying the words, "I am God" or "Worship me".



Recently, a writer of Bismika Alllahuma named Pro-Pas produced a paper (*) seeking to address my challenges. What makes this response interesting is that he chose to rechallenge me as a way of demonstrating why the arguments I presented are invalid.

The readers can see the irony here since the very purpose of my challenges was to show WHY the Muslim challenges to the Christians regarding the Deity of Christ are simply dishonest and fail to prove or disprove anything! The author has basically ignored all of this, which is a tacit admission on his part that these challenges could never be met, and so decided to post some challenges of his own in order to do some damage control! Yet in so doing he ends up indirectly admitting and agreeing with me that Muslims are dishonest for using arguments and methods which can be used more forcefully against the Quran and Islam.

Moreover, I found it interesting that Pro-Pas quotes Sura 5:116-117 where Jesus is quoted as supposedly saying:

And behold! Allah will say "O Jesus the son of Mary! didst thou say unto men ‘worship me and my mother as gods in derogation of Allah’?" He will say: "Glory to Thee! never could I say what I had no right (to say). Had I said such a thing Thou wouldst indeed have known it. Thou knowest what is in my heart though I know not what is in Thine. For Thou knowest in full all that is hidden. Never said I to them aught except what Thou didst command me to say to wit ‘Worship Allah my Lord and your Lord’; and I was a witness over them whilst I dwelt amongst them; when Thou didst take me up thou wast the Watcher over them and Thou art a Witness to all things."

So basically the missionary has no case since we have here the statement of Jesus (P) who denies being God!

Several responses are necessary in order to show why this doesn't answer any of my challenges. In the first place, I didn't challenge a Muslim to show me where Jesus denied being ANOTHER god besides God, which is what the above references claim. Note again what Allah will supposedly ask Jesus:

And when Allah saith: O Jesus, son of Mary! Didst thou say unto mankind: Take me and my mother for TWO GODS BESIDE Allah (ilahayni min dooni Allahi)? ... S. 5:116 Pickthall

Since neither the New Testament nor historic Christianity has ever taught that Jesus and his mother are two other gods besides Allah, this citation not only fails to answer my challenges but it shows how the Quran distorts historic Christian teaching. Christians are just as much against the teaching that Christ is another god besides Allah as are the Muslims.

Second, this verse is not recording something Jesus taught on earth. It is a fictitious dialogue that will allegedly take place in the future, at the last judgment. It is not a direct report of what Jesus taught while on earth, although claims about his earlier teachings are being put into his mouth.

Third, if Jesus' future statements in heaven count then certainly his words in the book of Revelation count, not only what is written in the Gospels in regard to his life on earth. And those words in Revelation were directly revealed to John in Greek, not in Aramaic.

Pro-Pas also says something interesting:

... The Qur'an certainly quotes or paraphrases Jesus as saying that he is not God and the Qur'an denies that he is a Son of God, but in Arabic. This is because the Qur'an has affirmed itself to be revealed in Arabic text, sent down to an Arab prophet, lest its audience uses the excuse that they will not be able to understand the Qur'an if were brought down in a foreign tongue.

Thus, it is okay for the Quran to paraphrase the words of Jesus in Arabic and this is sufficient to prove that Jesus denied being God. However, when the New Testament quotes Jesus' words in Koine Greek to show that he did claim to be God's unique and Divine Son, and therefore identified himself as God, the Muslims object that these words are not in Jesus' mother tongue and therefore do not count!

To conclude we want to repeat a specific portion of his statements since they basically echo our very own view of things:

It is obvious, however, that his demands are as preposterous as it is stupid.

We fully agree... the Muslim challenges are quite preposterous and stupid. We couldn’t have said it any better. How ironic that this Muslim ends up proving my point by highlighting the very purpose why I issued these challenges in the first place, i.e demonstating how utterly foolish and dishonest these Muslim arguments truly are.
*

In the tradition of keeping Muslim dawagandists honest and consistent we issue some additional challenges for them to answer. 
(Please quote a verse from the Quran where Jesus says "I am the Christ/Messiah."

(Please produce a reference where Jesus says that he is a Muslim in those exact words.

(Please cite from your scripture showing where Jesus says "I am a Word from Allah and a Spirit proceeding from him."

(Please show a place where Jesus denies that Allah has a son since this would be beneath his dignity and majesty.

(Please source Jesus saying that he was sent to preach the Gospel.


Discussion of the Challenges
Even though the Quran says that Jesus is the Word and the Spirit of Allah:

People of the Book, go not beyond the bounds in your religion, and say not as to God but the truth. The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only the Messenger of God, and His Word that He committed to Mary, and a Spirit from Him. So believe in God and His Messengers, and say not, 'Three.' Refrain; better is it for you. God is only One God. Glory be to Him -- That He should have a son! To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and in the earth; God suffices for a guardian. S. 4:171
And also cites angels telling Mary that Jesus is Allah’s Word and the Messiah:

When the angels said, 'Mary, God gives thee good tidings of a Word from Him whose name is Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary; high honoured shall he be in this world and the next, near stationed to God. He shall speak to men in the cradle, and of age, and righteous he shall be.' 'Lord,' said Mary, 'how shall I have a son seeing no mortal has touched me?' 'Even so,' God said, 'God creates what He will. When He decrees a thing He does but say to it "Be," and it is. S. 3:45-47

It never puts these words in the mouth of Jesus, i.e. Jesus never told people that he is the Word and Spirit of Allah.

Moreover, despite having Jesus say that he is an apostle and prophet of Allah (cf. Q. 19:30, 61:6) the Muslim scripture never once quotes him stating that he is the Messiah of God. Nor are his followers ever quoted as identifying him as the Messiah:

And when Jesus perceived their unbelief, he said, 'Who will be my helpers unto God?' The Apostles said, 'We will be helpers of God; we believe in God; witness thou our submission. Lord, we believe in that Thou hast sent down, and we follow the Messenger. Inscribe us therefore with those who bear witness.' S. 3:52-53

Amazingly, the Quran doesn’t even quote Allah calling Jesus the Messiah in direct address:

When God said, 'Jesus, I will take thee to Me and will raise thee to Me and I will purify thee of those who believe not. I will set thy followers above the unbelievers till the Resurrection Day. Then unto Me shall you return, and I will decide between you, as to what you were at variance on. S. 3:55

When God said, 'Jesus Son of Mary, remember My blessing upon thee and upon thy mother, when I confirmed thee with the Holy Spirit, to speak to men in the cradle, and of age; and when I taught thee the Book, the Wisdom, the Torah, the Gospel; and when thou createst out of clay, by My leave, as the likeness of a bird, and thou breathest into it, and it is a bird, by My leave; and thou healest the blind and the leper by My leave, and thou bringest the dead forth by My leave; and when restrained from thee the Children of Israel when thou camest unto them with the clear signs, and the unbelievers among them said, "This is nothing but sorcery manifest." And when I inspired the Apostles: "Believe in Me and My Messenger"; they said, "We believe; witness Thou our submission." And when the Apostles said, "O Jesus son of Mary, is thy Lord able to send down on us a Table out of heaven?" He said, "Fear you God, if you are believers." And when the Apostles said, "O Jesus son of Mary, is thy Lord able to send down on us a Table out of heaven?" He said, "Fear you God, if you are believers."’ S. 5:110-112

Finally, even though the Quran has Jesus denying that he and his mother are two gods besides Allah and further has him warning people against associating partners with God:

They are unbelievers who say, 'God is the Messiah, Mary's son.' For the Messiah said, 'Children of Israel, serve God, my Lord and your Lord. Verily whoso associates with God anything, God shall prohibit him entrance to Paradise, and his refuge shall be the Fire; and wrongdoers shall have no helpers.' They are unbelievers who say, 'God is the Third of Three. No god is there but One God. If they refrain not from what they say, there shall afflict those of them that disbelieve a painful chastisement. S. 5:72-73

And when God said, 'O Jesus son of Mary, didst thou say unto men, "Take me and my mother as gods, apart from God"?' He said, 'To Thee be glory! It is not mine to say what I have no right to. If I indeed said it, Thou knowest it, knowing what is within my soul, and I know not what is within Thy soul; Thou knowest the things unseen. I only said to them what Thou didst command me: "Serve God, my Lord and your Lord." And I was a witness over them, while I remained among them; but when Thou didst take me to Thyself, Thou wast Thyself the watcher over them; Thou Thyself art witness of everything. S. 5:116-117

It never puts words in his mouth where he denies that Allah could have a son.

In light of the foregoing we challenge Muslim polemicists to show us where Jesus claimed he was God’s Christ, Word and Spirit. We also insist that they quote Jesus saying that it is not possible for Allah to have a son since it is beneath his dignity. If Muslims fail to provide such verses from their scripture we will take this to mean that Jesus didn’t think he was God’s Messiah, Word and Spirit and that he didn’t believe for a moment that it was unbefitting to the majesty of God that he should have a son.


The Biblical Witness to the Person of Jesus
Muslims may retort that it isn’t necessary for the Muslim scripture to quote Jesus making such claims or denials since the testimony of the Quran is sufficient to establish the Islamic view.

If they do make such an assertion then consistency demands that they also be content with the Biblical witness to the Divinity of Christ. After all, if it isn’t necessary for the Quran to have Jesus espousing Islamic theology in order to establish the Muslim position concerning him then it shouldn’t be necessary for the NT writers to quote Jesus saying he is God in those exact words in order for the Christian view to be correct.

After all, the NT supplies testimony from multiple witnesses which conclusively establishes the absolute Deity of the Lord Jesus. For example, God personally testifies that Jesus is his unique, beloved Son, the Maker and Lord of creation:

"At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’" Mark 1:9-11

"After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’
(He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: ‘This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!’" Mark 9:2-7

"And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God's angels worship him.’ … But about the Son he [God] says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.’ He [God] also says, ‘In the beginning, O Lord [Jesus], you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end.’" Hebrews 1:6, 8-12

Angels themselves confess and worship that Jesus as the exalted Lord and Son of God, the Savior of sinners:

"This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’" Matthew 1:18-21

"In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.’ Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.’ ‘How will this be,’ Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’ The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.’" Luke 1:26-35

"And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’" Luke 2:8-12

"And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.’ Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: ‘Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!’ Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing: ‘To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!’ The four living creatures said, ‘Amen,’ and the elders fell down and worshiped." Revelation 5:8-14

Moreover, Christ’s own followers bore witness concerning his Divinity and went so far as to worship him:

The Disciples in general
"During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. ‘It's a ghost,’ they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: ‘Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid.’ ‘Lord, if it's you,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to come to you on the water.’ ‘Come,’ he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. ‘You of little faith,’ he said, ‘why did you doubt?’ And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’" Matthew 14:25-33

"Suddenly Jesus met them. ‘Greetings,’ he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him… Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’" Matthew 28:9, 16-17

The Baptist
"John wore clothing made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. And this was his message: ‘After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’" Mark 1:6-8
"John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, ‘This was he of whom I said, "He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me."’ … The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, "A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me." I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.’ Then John gave this testimony: ‘I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, "The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit." I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.’" John 1:15, 29-34

"To this John replied, ‘A man can receive only what is given him from heaven. You yourselves can testify that I said, "I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him." … He must become greater; I must become less. The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. The man who has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit.’" John 3:27-29, 30-34

Peter
"When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But what about you?’ he asked. "Who do you say I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.’" Matthew 16:13-18

"The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this." Acts 3:13-15

"You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all… He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead." Acts 10:36, 42

"Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours: … and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." 2 Peter 1:1, 11

"But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen." 2 Peter 3:18

John
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men… He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him… The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth." John 1:1-4, 10, 14

"The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." John 3:35-36

"Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name." John 20:30-31

"That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of Life. The Life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the Eternal Life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ." 1 John 1:1-3

Thomas
"Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.’ A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’" John 20:24-29

Paul
"Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God." Acts 9:19b-20

"In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead." Acts 17:30-31

"For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man…He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?" Romans 8:3, 32

"Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen." Romans 9:5

"That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, ‘Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.’ For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’" Romans 10:9-13

"If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living." Romans 14:8-9

"None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory." 1 Corinthians 2:8

"So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one. For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many ‘gods’ and many ‘lords’), yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live." 1 Corinthians 8:4-6

"while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good." Titus 2:13-14

James
"James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings." James 1:1

"My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory." James 2:1

Jude
"For certain men whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are godless men, who change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord… But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold… Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life… to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen." Jude 1:4, 17, 21, 25

Even evil spirits/demons worshiped Jesus as the Divine Son of God and recognized his power to destroy them:

"For he had healed many, so that those with diseases were pushing forward to touch him. Whenever the evil spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, ‘You are the Son of God.’ But he gave them strict orders not to tell who he was." Mark 3:10-11

"They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain. For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones. When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. He shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!’ For Jesus had said to him, ‘Come out of this man, you evil spirit!’" Mark 5:1-8

As if the above testimony wasn’t clear enough to establish the Christian position, Jesus’ own enemies knew that he was claiming to be God:

"So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews persecuted him. Jesus said to them, ‘My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working.’ For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God." John 5:16-18

"‘My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are one.’ 
Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, ‘I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?’ ‘We are not stoning you for any of these,’ replied the Jews, ‘but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.’" John 10:27-33

"The Jews insisted, ‘We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.’" John 19:7

Hence, if Muslims believe that the testimony of others, i.e. the author of the Quran, Muhammad, angels etc., is valid and sufficient evidence for their respective beliefs concerning Jesus then they should have no problem with Christians accepting or appealing to the witness of God, angels, demons, and the statements of Jesus’ contemporaries – both hostile and friendly – to prove the Divinity of Christ.

However, if they refuse to acknowledge that eyewitness testimony is sufficient and valid evidence to support the Deity of Jesus since Christ never said he was God or his Word in those exact words then they must be consistent at this point and prove their beliefs concerning Jesus by quoting statements from Christ himself. To quote someone else’s opinion concerning Jesus, whether the author of the Quran or Muhammad, will not be sufficient evidence to support the Muslim position.

*

Challenging Muslims regarding the Quran’s teaching on the Trinity
This is the third article in our series of challenges to Muslims (1, 2) that aims to show what happens when the Islamic arguments that are used against Christians are applied against the Muslim scripture. This particular paper will focus on challenging the Quran’s teaching regarding the Trinity and the Incarnation.

This is the challenge: 

(Produce a Quranic reference attacking the exact formulation of the Trinity as hammered out by Christians in the official Creeds.

(Show us where the Quran says that they are infidels/disbelievers who assert that God is the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

(Present a text stating that Christians are blasphemers for believing that God is one and three at the same time.

(Quote a citation which blames Christians for believing that Jesus is God in those exact words.

(Moreover, find a passage that accurately defines the Christian understanding of Jesus’ Sonship and which claims that this is what it rejects.

(Finally, show us a single place in the Quran which says that it is not possible for Allah to appear as or become a man.


Explanation of the Challenges

A study of the Quran shows that the Muslim scripture nowhere attacks or even accurately defines the historic Christian understanding of God as Triune and Jesus’ filial relationship to God. The Quran attacks a distorted and grossly inaccurate view of these essential Christian truths.

For instance, the Quran rebukes Christians for claiming that God is the Messiah or that God is the third of three:

They are unbelievers who say, 'God is the Messiah, Mary's son.' Say: 'Who then shall overrule God in any way if He desires to destroy the Messiah, Mary's son, and his mother, and all those who are on earth?' For to God belongs the kingdom of the heavens and of the earth, and all that is between them, creating what He will. God is powerful over everything. S. 5:17

They are unbelievers who say, 'God is the Messiah, Mary's son.' For the Messiah said, 'Children of Israel, serve God, my Lord and your Lord. Verily whoso associates with God anything, God shall prohibit him entrance to Paradise, and his refuge shall be the Fire; and wrongdoers shall have no helpers.' They are unbelievers who say, 'God is the Third of Three. No god is there but One God. If they refrain not from what they say, there shall afflict those of them that disbelieve a painful chastisement. S. 5:72-73

O ye who have received the scriptures, exceed not the just bounds in your religion, neither say of God [any other] than the truth. Verily Christ Jesus the son of Mary [is] the apostle of God, and his word, which he conveyed into Mary, and a spirit [proceeding] from him. Believe therefore in God, and his apostles, and say not, [there are] three [Gods]; forbear [this]; it will be better for you. God is but one God. Far be it from him that he should have a son! Unto him [belongeth] whatsoever [is] in heaven and on earth; and God is a sufficient protector. S. 4:171 Sale

There are numerous problems with the above distortions of Christian theology. First, the official position of historic, authentic Christianity is that Jesus is God, not that God is Jesus which is a wrong formulation. As noted Evangelical Christian scholar and author Murray J. Harris says:

Can we, therefore, say that the New Testament teaches that Jesus is "God"? Yes indeed, provided we constantly bear in mind several factors.

First, to say that "Jesus is God" is true to the New Testament thought, but it goes beyond actual New Testament diction. The nearest comparable statements are "the Word was God" (John 1:1), "the Only Son, who is God" (John 1:18), and "the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever" (Rom. 9:5). So we must remember that the theological proposition "Jesus is God" is an inference from the New Testament evidence – a necessary and true inference, but nonetheless an inference.

Second, if we make the statement "Jesus is God" without qualification, we are in danger of failing to do justice to the whole truth about Jesus– that he was the incarnate Word, a human being, and that in his present existence in heaven he retains his humanity, although now it is in a glorified form. Jesus is not simply "man" nor only "God," but the God-man.
Third, given English usage of the word God, the simple affirmation "Jesus is God" may be easily misinterpreted. In common English usage God is a proper name, identifying a particular person, not a common noun designating a class. For us God is the God of the Judeo-Christian monotheistic tradition, or God the Father of Jesus and of the Christian, or the trinitarian Godhead. So when we make the equation in English, "Jesus is God," we are in danger of suggesting that these two terms, "Jesus" and "God," are interchangeable, that there is a numerical identity between the two. But while Jesus is God, it is not true that God is Jesus. There are others–the Father and the Spirit– of whom the predicate God may be rightfully used. Jesus is all that God is, without being all there is of God. The person of Jesus does not exhaust the category of deity. So then, when we say, "Jesus is God," we must recognize that we are attaching a meaning to the term God – namely, "God in essence" or "God by nature" – that is not it’s predominate sense in English. (Harris, 3 Crucial Questions About Jesus [Baker Books; Grand Rapids, MI 1994], pp. 101-102; bold emphasis ours)

Neither is this a modern idea, but one that has been believed by Christians even before Muhammad, as noted by Muslim author Neal Robinson. Robinson mentions an ancient Nestorian Christian reference and says that:

… The text which dates from around 550 CE concludes a discussion of the Trinity with the words ‘The Messiah is God but God is not the Messiah’. The Qur'an echoes ONLY the latter half of the statement. C. Schedl, Muhammad and Jesus (Vienna: Herder, 1978), p. 531. (Neal Robinson, Christ In Islam and Christianity [State University of New York Press, Albany 1991], p. 197; capital and underline emphasis mine)

Second, Christians do not claim that God is the third of three, but that the Trinitarian God is one in essence and Being while existing as three Persons at the same time, i.e. that he is actually three in one.

Moreover, if by God the Quran means the Person of the Father then this is still wrong since in Christian theology the Father is the first Person of three, not the third one. The Holy Spirit is the third of three Divine Persons who eternally exist as one God. Murray Harris, while commenting on the reason the NT rarely applies the noun God to Jesus, notes that in both the Christian Scriptures and Trinitarianism God is used primarily for the Father since it almost functions as his proper name:

But you may ask, why are there so few examples of this usage in the New Testament? If Jesus really is God, why is he not called "God" more often? After all, there are over 1,300 uses of the Greek theos in the New Testament. Several reasons may be given to explain this apparently strange usage.

First, in all strands of the New Testament the term theos usually refers to the Father. We often find the expression God the Father, which implies that God is the Father. Also, in trinitarian formulas "God" ALWAYS denotes the Father, never the Son or the Spirit. For example, 2 Corinthians 13:14 reads, "May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all." What is more, in the salutations at the beginning of many New Testament letters, "God" is distinguished from "the Lord Jesus Christ." So Paul’s letters regularly begin, "Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." As a result of all this, in the New Testament the term theos in the singular has become virtually a proper name, referring to the trinitarian Father… (Harris, p. 99; capital emphasis ours)

Thus, to say that Christians believe that God is the third of three is equivalent to claiming that Christians actually believe that the Father is the third of three Persons, which is a gross distortion!

It is clear from the Quran itself that Christians are being accused of believing in three gods, of which God is the third. The Quran even mentions who these two other gods supposedly are:

And when God said, 'O Jesus son of Mary, didst thou say unto men, "Take me and my mother as gods, apart from God"?' He said, 'To Thee be glory! It is not mine to say what I have no right to. If I indeed said it, Thou knowest it, knowing what is within my soul, and I know not what is within Thy soul; Thou knowest the things unseen I only said to them what Thou didst command me: "Serve God, my Lord and your Lord." And I was a witness over them, while I remained among them; but when Thou didst take me to Thyself, Thou wast Thyself the watcher over them; Thou Thyself art witness of everything S. 5:116-117

Jesus and Mary are supposed to be these other gods! This explains the following statement that Jesus and Mary both ate food:

The Messiah, son of Mary, was only a Messenger; Messengers before him passed away; his mother was a just woman; they both ate food. Behold, how We make clear the signs to them; then behold, how they perverted are! S. 5:75

The logic here is that since Jesus and Mary ate they could not have been divine, with the implication being that Christians actually believe that there are literally three gods consisting of Father, mother and son!

This fact was not lost on some of the Muslim expositors. The two renowned Muslim exegetes, al-Jalalayn, state in reference to Sura 5:73:

They are indeed disbelievers those who say, 'God is the third of three', gods, that is, He is one of them, the other two being Jesus and his mother, and they [who claim this] are a Christian sect; when there is no god but the One God. If they do not desist from what they say, when they declare a trinity, and profess His Oneness, those of them who disbelieve, that is, [those] who are fixed upon unbelief, shall suffer a painful chastisement, namely, the Fire. (Tafsir al-Jalalayn; source; bold and underline emphasis ours)

Another commentary, one attributed to Ibn Abbas, says regarding Sura 5:75:

(The Messiah, son of Mary, was no other than a messenger) sent to people, (messengers (the like of whom) had passed away before him. And his mother was a saintly woman. And they both used to eat (earthly) food) they were both servants who used to eat food. (See) O Muhammad (how we make the revelations) the signs that Jesus and his mother were not gods (clear for them, and see) O Muhammad (how they are turned away) through lies! (Tanwîr al-Miqbâs min Tafsîr Ibn ‘Abbâs; source; bold and underline emphasis ours)
And here is how they all explained Sura 4:171:

Allah then revealed about the Nestorian Christians of Najran who claimed that Jesus was the son of Allah and that Jesus and the Lord are partners, saying: (O People of the Scripture! Do not exaggerate) do not be extreme (in your religion) for this is not the right course (nor utter aught concerning Allah save the Truth. The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a messenger of Allah, and His word which He conveyed unto Mary) and through His word he became a created being, (and a spirit from Him) and through His command, Jesus became a son without a father. (So believe in Allah and His messengers) all the messengers including Jesus, (and say not "Three") a son, father and wife. (Cease!) from making such a claim and repent ((it is) better for you!) than such a claim. (Allah is only One God) without a son or partner. (Far is it removed from His transcendent majesty that he should have a son. His is all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth) are His servants. (And Allah is sufficient as Defender) as Lord of all created beings and He is witness of what He says about Jesus. (Tanwîr al-Miqbâs min Tafsîr Ibn ‘Abbâs; source; bold and underline emphasis ours)

O People of the Scripture, the Gospel, do not go to extremes, do not go beyond the bounds, in your religion and do not say about God except, the saying of, the truth, such as exalting Him above any associations with a partner or a child: the Messiah, Jesus the son of Mary, was only the Messenger of God, and His Word which He cast to, [which] He conveyed to, Mary, and a spirit, that is, one whose spirit is, from Him: he [Jesus] is here attached to God, exalted be He, as an honouring for him, and not as you claim, that he is the son of God, or a god alongside Him, or one of three, because one that possesses a spirit is compound, while God transcends being compound and the attribution of compounds to Him. So believe in God and His messengers, and do not say, that the gods are, 'Three', God, Jesus and his mother. Refrain, from this and say what, it is better for you, [to say], which is the profession of His Oneness. Verily, God is but One God. Glory be to Him, transcending [the possibility], that He should have a son! To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and in the earth, as possessions, creatures and servants, and such sovereignty is not compatible with [that] prophethood [of Jesus]. God suffices as a Guardian, a Witness to this. (Tafsir al-Jalalayn; source; bold and underline emphasis ours)

Moreover, the Quran’s rejection of Jesus’ Sonship is based on a similarly erroneous view that this type of relationship somehow implies that God had sex:

Yet they ascribe to God, as associates, the jinn, though He created them; and they impute to Him sons and daughters without any knowledge. Glory be to Him! High be He exalted above what they describe! The Creator of the heavens and the earth -- how should He have a son, seeing that He has no consort, and He created all things, and He has knowledge of everything? S. 6:100-101

He -- exalted be our Lord's majesty! has not taken to Himself either consort or a son. S. 72:3

The foregoing assumes that for God to take a son he has to have a consort, and presupposes that the only way God could have a son is by engaging in sexual relations with a woman!

Needless to say, this is not what Christians believe or have taught historically. The Quran, therefore, nowhere attacks and/or rejects the historic formulation of the Trinity or Jesus’ relationship to God as his eternal Son, a relationship that is purely spiritual in nature and has absolutely no sexual implications whatsoever. It is just as blasphemous to the Christian, as it is to the Muslim, to claim that Jesus is God’s Son through a sexual union between God and a woman, specifically Mary, or that there are three gods consisting of the Father, Mary the mother, and Jesus their Son.(1)

A Muslim may argue that the foregoing Quranic texts were not intended to address the historic orthodox Christian doctrine of the Trinity, but specific heretical Christian sects that were flourishing at the time of Muhammad. Apart from there being a lack of corroborating evidence that such groups existed during this period, this claim (if it were true) only further proves that the Quran nowhere addresses and/or challenges the historic Christian understanding of God's Triunity and Christ's Deity!

Finally, the Quran asserts that God is able to do all things:

The lightning almost snatcheth away their sight from them. As often as it flasheth forth for them they walk therein, and when it darkeneth against them they stand still. If Allah willed, He could destroy their hearing and their sight. Lo! Allah is able to do all things. S. 2:20 Pickthall

It also says that God’s own spirit and his angels are able to take on human appearance:

And had We made him an angel, yet assuredly We would have made him a man, and confused for them the thing which they themselves are confusing. S. 6:9

And mention in the Book Mary when she withdrew from her people to an eastern place, and she took a veil apart from them; then We sent unto her Our Spirit that presented himself to her a man without fault. She said, ‘I take refuge in the All-merciful from thee! If thou fearest God’ … He said, ‘I am but a messenger come from thy Lord, to give thee a boy most pure. She said, ‘How shall I have a son whom no mortal has touched, neither have I been unchaste?’ He said, ‘Even so thy Lord has said: "Easy is that for Me; and that We may appoint him a sign unto men and a mercy from Us; it is a thing decreed."’ S. 19:16-21

If these beings are capable of appearing in the form of men without ceasing to be what they are, or causing their natures to change or be affected by it, then why can’t Allah do the same? Moreover, if Allah cannot appear or become a man without ceasing to be God then does this mean that his spirit and angels are more powerful than he since they are capable of doing something that he himself cannot do?

Where does the Quran say that it is beneath the dignity of Allah to appear as a man to his creatures?

And if it is beneath his dignity then does this imply that Allah’s spirit and his angels are less dignified then he? Does it mean that Allah actually permits them to do something that is less than honorable?
If the Muslims say Allah cannot simply do all things since he cannot cease to exist, cease to be in control etc., then we simply repeat our challenge to them to show us a single Quranic verse which says that one of the things that Allah cannot do is appear as or become a human being.

All Quranic references taken from Arthur J. Arberry unless stated otherwise.


Further Reading

http://answering-islam.org/Quran/Tafsir/005.072.html
http://answering-islam.org/Why-not/13trinity.html
http://answering-islam.org/Shamoun/filial_terms.htm
http://answering-islam.org/Quran/Contra/without_consort.html
http://answering-islam.org/Shamoun/eternal_quran.htm
http://answering-islam.org/Responses/Saifullah/t5_73.htm

Endnotes

(1) It is truly amusing and rather interesting that it is the Quran which implicitly portrays Allah as part of a triad of father, mother and offspring. The Quran claims that it has a mother:

God doth blot out or confirm what He pleaseth: with Him is the Mother of the Book. S. 13:39 Y. Ali

We have made it a Qur'an in Arabic, that ye may be able to understand (and learn wisdom). And verily, it is in the Mother of the Book, in Our Presence, high (in dignity), full of wisdom. S. 43:3-4 Y. Ali

Moreover, the Quran is believed to be the eternal speech of Allah which means that Allah fathered the Quran in the sense that he spoke it out of himself, and can therefore be likened to a spiritual begetting or birthing. Thus, Allah can be considered the father of the Quran which means that the Quran’s mother, which is said to be "with Him" and "in Our Presence", can be viewed as his wife! This means that the Quran has essentially blasphemed Allah by making him the third of three, and for claiming that it has a mother implying that both it and its mother are the other two gods. We can therefore paraphrase the Quran’s repudiation of what Christians supposedly believe and apply it against its own teachings and Muslim beliefs:

Muslims are unbelievers who say, 'God is the Third of Three (namely Allah, the Preserved Tablet, and the Quran). No god is there but One God. If they refrain not from what they say, there shall afflict those of them that disbelieve a painful chastisement.

The Quran, the offspring of the Preserved Tablet, was only Allah’s message; messages of which have been erased, burned or destroyed before; its mother was a pure table; they both were written down or recited, which means that they can be erased or forgotten. Behold, how We make clear the signs to them; then behold, how they are perverted!

And when God said, 'O Quran, offspring of the Preserved Tablet, did you say unto men, "Take me and my mother as gods apart from God"?' The Book will say, 'Glory be to you! It is not mine to say what I have no right to. If I indeed said it, You know it, knowing what is within my pages, and I know not what is within Your soul; You know the things unseen I only said to them what You did command me: "Serve God, my Lord and your Lord." And I was a witness over them, while I remained among them; but when You did take me to Yourself, You, yourself, were the watcher over them; You, yourself, are witness of everything.

O people of the Quran, exceed not the just bounds in your religion, neither say of God [any other] than the truth. Verily the Quran, the offspring of the Preserved Tablet [is] simply the message of Allah, his word which he conveyed to Muhammad, and a spiritual revelation [proceeding] from him. Believe therefore in God, and his messages, and say not, [there are] three [Gods]; forbear [this]; it will be better for you. God is but one God. Far be it from him that he should have a book as a son! Unto him [belongs] whatsoever [is] in heaven and on earth; and God is a sufficient protector.

*

Muslims challenge believers in Christ to produce a verse in the New Testament, specifically the Four Gospels, in which Jesus says "I am God" or "worship me." They further assert that the Holy Bible doesn’t present a list of the books which God inspired, but that the canonization of the Holy Scriptures was a process over time based on the decisions of Church councils and clergy, what they deemed was worthy for inclusion within the canon.
However, by way of a reply and in the tradition of making sure that our Muslim friends are acting consistently, that they are not using a double standard but applying their criticisms against the Holy Bible and Christian truth fairly, we produce some more challenges for them to answer. 

(Please provide references from the Quran where Muhammad identifies himself as God’s prophet in those exact words. That is, cite verses where Muhammad says explicitly and specifically, "I am a prophet of Allah," or where he says, "Allah has made me a prophet."

(Please produce a Quranic text (or texts) which expressly mentions the exact length of the Quran, where it says that the Quran is composed of 114 Suras and that all of these chapters are revealed by Allah.

(Please produce a citation(s) where the names of all these Suras are mentioned and that Allah personally revealed the titles of these chapters.

(1) The deity of Christ in the New Testament

In order to help put our challenges in perspective, note that there are at least eight specific NT texts which apply the term Theos to Jesus:

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." John 1:1

"No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known." John 1:18

"Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’" John 20:28

"Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen." Romans 9:5

"while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ," Titus 2:13

"But about the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.’" Hebrews 1:8

"Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours:" 2 Peter 1:1

There are a few more texts where Theos is applied to Jesus, but are not as explicit as the above examples:

"‘She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’—which means, ‘God with us (Meth’ hemon ho Theos).’" Matthew 1:21-23

Matthew presents Jesus as "[the] God with us", that Christ is the visible presence and manifestation of God who came to redeem his people. Matthew supplies evidence at the conclusion of his Gospel that he was calling Christ God or Theos:

"and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always (ego meth’ humon eimi), to the very end of the age." Matthew 28:20

Jesus continues to be with his followers till the end of the age, showing that Matthew was portraying Christ as the God who came to be with man through the virgin birth. This connection is not lost on the NET Bible translators:

9 I am with you. Matthew's Gospel begins with the prophecy that the Savior's name would be "Emmanuel, that is, 'God with us,'" (1:23, in which the author has linked Isa 7:14 and 8:8, 10 together) and it ends with Jesus' promise to be with his disciples forever. The Gospel of Matthew thus forms an inclusio about Jesus in his relationship to his people that suggests his deity. (Source; underline emphasis ours)
Christ also made claims which led the people to conclude that he was presenting himself as God or Theos:

"‘My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand. I and the Father are one.’ Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, ‘I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?’ ‘We are not stoning you for any of these,’ replied the Jews, ‘but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God (Theon).’" John 10:27-33

One specific text affirms Christ’s Deity without applying Theos directly to him:

"Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God (en morphe Theou huperchon), did not consider equality with God something to be grasped," Philippians 2:5-6

While another citation applies an abstract noun of Theos to communicate the same revealed truth that Jesus is fully God in nature, that the complete Divine essence dwells in Christ permanently:

"For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity (tes Theotetos) lives in bodily form," Colossians 2:9

Now what about Muhammad’s role in the Quran?

Yet in spite of all these references where Theos is applied to Jesus in one way or another, Muslims still demand that Christians produce a verse from the NT (specifically the four Gospels) where Christ expressly and emphatically says he is God. They reject the testimony of the writers or of Jesus’ contemporaries who correctly concluded that he was God.

In light of the foregoing, we insist that Muslims be consistent and apply the same challenge to the Quran and present a reference where Muhammad identifies himself as a prophet in those exact words. We are challenging Muslims to produce a verse exactly like the following:

Jesus said, ‘I am a servant of ALLAH. HE has given me the Book, and has made me a Prophet;’ S. 19:30 Sher Ali

Since the Quran quotes Jesus claiming to be a prophet, it should therefore be easy for Muslims to meet this challenge in reference to Muhammad.


(2) The inspiration and infallibility of the Bible

Moreover, Christians appeal to the following references to support the inspiration and infallibility of the Holy Bible:

"and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." 2 Timothy 3:15-17

"Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit." 2 Peter 1:20-21

Yet Muslims object that these texts do not refer to the inspiration of the books which eventually became part of the NT canon, but to the Hebrew Scriptures. They further argue that the Holy Bible doesn’t present a list of the books which God inspired, but that the canonization of the Holy Scriptures was a process over time based on the decisions of Church councils and clergy, what they deemed was worthy for inclusion within the canon.
Now what about the Quran?

Again, in the spirit of fairness we rechallenge the Muslims to meet their own criteria and produce Quranic references delineating the exact length and breadth of their scriptures, as well as providing specific statements where their religious text expressly says that Allah revealed only a number of suras, specifically 114 in total. We will not accept any references outside of the Quran, especially when Muslims do not grant Christians this same right when it comes to demonstrating the canonization of God’s true Word, the Holy Bible.

Not that appealing to post-Quranic sources will prove beneficial to the Muslims, since the so-called authentic reports demonstrate that Muhammad did not canonize the Quran. Rather, the initial codification of the Quran took place after Muhammad’s death, during the caliphate of Abu Bakr:

Narrated Zaid bin Thabit:

Abu Bakr As-Siddiq sent for me when the people of Yamama had been killed (i.e., a number of the Prophet's Companions who fought against Musailama). (I went to him) and found 'Umar bin Al-Khattab sitting with him. Abu Bakr then said (to me), "Umar has come to me and said: "Casualties were heavy among the Qurra' of the! Qur'an (i.e. those who knew the Quran by heart) on the day of the Battle of Yamama, and I am afraid that more heavy casualties may take place among the Qurra' on other battlefields, whereby a large part of the Qur'an may be lost. Therefore I suggest, you (Abu Bakr) order that the Qur'an be collected." I said to 'Umar, "How can you do something which Allah's Apostle did not do?" 'Umar said, "By Allah, that is a good project." Umar kept on urging me to accept his proposal till Allah opened my chest for it and I began to realize the good in the idea which 'Umar had realized." Then Abu Bakr said (to me). 'You are a wise young man and we do not have any suspicion about you, and you used to write the Divine Inspiration for Allah's Apostle. So you should search for (the fragmentary scripts of) the Qur'an and collect it in one book)." By Allah! If they had ordered me to shift one of the mountains, it would not have been heavier for me than this ordering me to collect the Qur'an. Then I said to Abu Bakr, "How will you do something which Allah's Apostle did not do?" Abu Bakr replied, "By Allah, it is a good project." Abu Bakr kept on urging me to accept his idea until Allah opened my chest for what He had opened the chests of Abu Bakr and 'Umar. So I started looking for the Qur'an and collecting it from (what was written on) palmed stalks, thin white stones and also from the men who knew it by heart, till I found the last Verse of Surat At-Tauba (Repentance) with Abi Khuzaima Al-Ansari, and I did not find it with anybody other than him. The Verse is:

'Verily there has come unto you an Apostle (Muhammad) from amongst yourselves. It grieves him that you should receive any injury or difficulty… (till the end of Surat-Baraa' (At-Tauba) (9.128-129) Then the complete manuscripts (copy) of the Qur'an remained with Abu Bakr till he died, then with 'Umar till the end of his life, and then with Hafsa, the daughter of 'Umar. (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 6, Book 61, Number 509)

It would take the third caliph, Uthman ibn Affan, to produce an official codex while destroying (burning) other competing codices which were compiled by ear and eyewitnesses of Muhammad:

Narrated Anas bin Malik:

Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman came to Uthman at the time when the people of Sham and the people of Iraq were waging war to conquer Arminya and Adharbijan. Hudhaifa WAS AFRAID OF THEIR (the people of Sham and Iraq) DIFFERENCES in the recitation of the Qur'an, so he said to 'Uthman, "O chief of the Believers! Save this nation before they differ about the Book (Quran) as Jews and the Christians did before." So 'Uthman sent a message to Hafsa saying, "Send us the manuscripts of the Qur'an so that we may compile the Qur'anic materials in perfect copies and return the manuscripts to you." Hafsa sent it to 'Uthman. 'Uthman then ordered Zaid bin Thabit, 'Abdullah bin AzZubair, Said bin Al-As and 'AbdurRahman bin Harith bin Hisham to rewrite the manuscripts in perfect copies. 'Uthman said to the three Quraishi men, "In case you disagree with Zaid bin Thabit on any point in the Qur'an, then write it in the dialect of Quraish, the Qur'an was revealed in their tongue." They did so, and when they had written many copies, 'Uthman returned the original manuscripts to Hafsa. 'Uthman sent to every Muslim province one copy of what they had copied, and ordered that all the other Qur'anic materials, whether written in fragmentary manuscripts or whole copies, be burnt. Said bin Thabit added, "A Verse from Surat Ahzab was missed by me when we copied the Qur'an and I used to hear Allah's Apostle reciting it. So we searched for it and found it with Khuzaima bin Thabit Al-Ansari. (That Verse was): 'Among the Believers are men who have been true in their covenant with Allah.' (33.23) (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 6, Book 61, Number 510)

Carefully note that the reason why Uthman undertook the task of codifying the Quran is because the Qurans compiled by others were not uniform. These different Qurans contained verses not found in the others, or omitted verses contained in the rest, leading Muslims to accuse one another of corrupting and tampering with the Quran! Hence, this narration clearly refutes the typical Muslim myth that there were Muslims who had memorized the Quran, being the primary means of perfectly preserving the text. Don’t forget that these conflicting and contradictory codices were produced from the memories of certain reciters and scribes, showing that none of the compilers memorized the Quran exactly the same way!


Moses or Muhammad?

There is one text, however, which a Muslim may wish to bring up:

Say: "O men! I am sent unto you all, as the Apostle of God, to Whom belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth: there is no god but He: it is He That giveth both life and death. So believe in God and His Apostle, the Unlettered Prophet, who believeth in God and His words: follow him that (so) ye may be guided." S. 7:158

Some may think that this text has Muhammad identifying himself as a prophet. Yet this will not meet our challenge for the following reason. In the immediate context the messenger that is mentioned throughout is Moses:
Moses prayed: "O my Lord! forgive me and my brother! admit us to Thy mercy! for Thou art the Most Merciful of those who show mercy!" Those who took the calf (for worship) will indeed be overwhelmed with wrath from their Lord, and with shame in this life: thus do We recompense those who invent (falsehoods). But those who do wrong but repent thereafter and (truly) believe, verily thy Lord is thereafter Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. When the anger of Moses was appeased, he took up the tablets: in the writing thereon was guidance and Mercy for such as fear their Lord. And Moses chose seventy of his people for Our place of meeting: when they were seized with violent quaking, he prayed: "O my Lord! if it had been Thy will Thou couldst have destroyed, long before, both them and me: wouldst Thou destroy us for the deeds of the foolish ones among us? this is no more than Thy trial: by it Thou causest whom Thou wilt to stray, and Thou leadest whom Thou wilt into the right path. Thou art our Protector: so forgive us and give us Thy mercy; for Thou art the best of those who forgive. And ordain for us that which is good, in this life and in the Hereafter: for we have turned unto Thee." He said: "With My punishment I visit whom I will; but My mercy extendeth to all things. That (mercy) I shall ordain for those who do right, and practise regular charity, and those who believe in Our signs;-Those who follow the apostle, the unlettered Prophet, whom they find mentioned in their own (scriptures),- in the law and the Gospel;- for he commands them what is just and forbids them what is evil; he allows them as lawful what is good (and pure) and prohibits them from what is bad (and impure); He releases them from their heavy burdens and from the yokes that are upon them. So it is those who believe in him, honour him, help him, and follow the light which is sent down with him, it is they who will prosper." Say: "O men! I am sent unto you all, as the Apostle of God, to Whom belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth: there is no god but He: it is He That giveth both life and death. So believe in God and His Apostle, the Unlettered Prophet, who believeth in God and His words: follow him that (so) ye may be guided." Of the people of Moses there is a section who guide and do justice in the light of truth. S. 7:150-159

The context clearly shows that what we have here is Moses being commanded to supposedly inform the people to believe in the Gentile prophet and messenger who was to come after him. In other words, these are not the words of Muhammad but of Moses (allegedly)!

Is a Messenger the same as a Prophet?

There is another verse where Muhammad says he is a mortal messenger:

"Or thou have a house adorned with gold, or thou mount a ladder right into the skies. No, we shall not even believe in thy mounting until thou send down to us a book that we could read." Say: "Glory to my Lord! Am I aught but a man, an apostle?" S. 17:93

This will not suffice to meet our challenge for several reasons. First, the Quran distinguishes between a messenger and a prophet:

Never did We send an apostle OR a prophet before thee, but, when he framed a desire, Satan threw some (vanity) into his desire: but God will cancel anything (vain) that Satan throws in, and God will confirm (and establish) His Signs: for God is full of Knowledge and Wisdom: S. 22:52

Second, prophets are given scriptures with the implication being that messengers do not receive them:

It is not (possible) that a man, to whom is given the Book, and Wisdom, and the prophetic office, should say to people: "Be ye my worshippers rather than God's": on the contrary (He would say) "Be ye worshippers of Him Who is truly the Cherisher of all: For ye have taught the Book and ye have studied it earnestly." Nor would he instruct you to take angels and prophets for Lords and patrons. What! would he bid you to unbelief after ye have bowed your will (To God in Islam)? Behold! God took the covenant of the prophets, saying: "I give you a Book and Wisdom; then comes to you an apostle, confirming what is with you; do ye believe in him and render him help." God said: "Do ye agree, and take this my Covenant as binding on you?" They said: "We agree." He said: "Then bear witness, and I am with you among the witnesses." S. 3:79-81

This suggests that prophets are greater than messengers. For more on this issue please consult this article.

Third, Jesus explicitly identifies himself as God’s Son:

"But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’ And Jesus said, ‘I AM, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.’" Mark 14:61-62

"All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him." Luke 10:22

"do you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, 'You are blaspheming,' because I said, 'I am the Son of God'?" John 10:36

"When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. John 17:1-2

Even though Jesus expressly says he is God’s Son in a unique and intimate way Muslims do not accept these statements as sufficient proof of his Deity. They say that Christ claiming to be God’s Son is not the same as saying that he is God. By the same token, we also reject this as sufficient grounds to prove that Muhammad believed he was a prophet since claiming to be a messenger is not the same as saying one is a prophet, just as the Quran itself shows.

We have challenged Muhammad’s role and calling and the Quran in the same way that Muslims challenge the New Testament and Christ’s Divine nature. It should be obvious that our challenge cannot be met. However, Muslims may reply that the Quran does not use those exact words, so it is unfair to level this challenge at them. The Quran affirms Muhammad’s status of prophet most emphatically and clearly using other words.
True. But will these Muslims extend the same criteria to the New Testament? It affirms most emphatically and clearly the Deity of Christ without using the exact words fabricated by polemical Muslims who simply want to win the debate before it even begins.

This should help the readers see why the Muslim challenges are without merit and fail to (dis)prove anything. Putting it simply, since Muslims will have no problem seeing how ridiculous some of our challenges are, they should therefore have no difficulty seeing that their challenges are just as ridiculous.

All Biblical citations taken from the English Standard Version (ESV) of the Holy Bible.

All quranic references taken from the Abdullah Yusuf Ali version of the Quran.
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